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Letter from the Editor

“One more time! One more time! He allowed 

us to come together one more time!” My 

dear, great aunt, Gertrude, top photo, left, 

who was lay leader at McDonald United 

Methodist Church in Pontotoc for years, 

regularly opened her various speeches and 

occasions with this phrase. Alas, we get to 

gather, fellowship and encourage one 

another in person after two 

years of social distancing. 

The location is different, 

but The Mission 

Continues. 

A few months after 

we gathered last in 

person in 2019, early 

2020 brought about talks 

of ‘graceful separation,’ and 

shortly thereafter, COVID gripped the globe. 

Sometimes it is through tragedy that God’s 

purpose for our lives becomes clearer—that 

He helps shift our focus to His mission rather 

than our limited view. It was not until Aunt 

Gert passed that I realized she had been 

preparing me most of my life to serve God 

as a communicator. I was too close to the 

mirror to see what she saw in me. This year’s 

souvenir journal is an invitation to step back 

from the mirror with a limited view full of 

anxiety and information, but little truth and 

re-focus to see God’s light reflecting in and 

through our congregations and connectional 

ministries in the Mississippi Conference. 

Observe how God has made the vision plain 

through this pandemic for congregations to 

remember the mission to make disciples. 

Shout unto God with a voice of triumph 

for the paths He created—even in a global 

pandemic and national civil unrest—so that 

we can see and say without question that 

here in the Mississippi Conference,  
The Journey Continues Together!

Peace and blessings,

 Jasmine Haynes

Photos courtesy the office of 
Connectional Ministries and Communications

Jasmine Haynes, MMC, APR
Editor-in-Chief

jhaynes@mississippi-umc.org

SOMETIMES  
IT IS THROUGH  

TRAGEDY.... GOD’S 
PURPOSE FOR OUR 

LIVES BECOMES 
CLEARER...

Woman praising at United 
Women of Faith Assembly

Pearl FedEx provides lunch for youth and 
staff at Methodist Children’s Homes

Bishops huddle at 2019 General Conference.



Looking for ways to stay connected to the Mississippi Conference? 

Follow, like or opt-in to any of the options below  to receive tips, 

updates and ministry resources from the Mississippi Conference:

Ways to Stay  
Connected to  
the Conference

LOVE GENEROSITY APPRENTICESHIPJUSTICE

The Mississippi United Methodist Conference 
https://bit.ly/2lbVpLm

Bishop James E. Swanson, Sr. 
https://bit.ly/2jAYVPu

MS Conference Youth and Families  
http://bit.ly/2dHPNYc

@Mississippi_UMC 
https://twitter.com/Mississippi_UMC

Mississippi Conference 
https://bit.ly/2JVqnma

Mississippi United Methodist Conference 
https://bit.ly/2rpHWD7

Sign up for e-news updates, which includes The Circuit Rider  
 http://bit.ly/opt-in4

Sign Up Now!
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John 26:17-30

®The

Together
Continues

Journey

shutterstock.com

From the Bishop L O V E  |  G E N E R O S I T Y  |  J U S T I C E  |  A P P R E N T I C E S H I P



I am not oblivious of the 

challenges facing this 

movement of United 

Methodism, but I continue 

to place my hope for our 

future in the Christ who 

was born of the Virgin Mary, 

walked this earth as God’s 

Only begotten Son...

I
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anson courtesy of Greg Cam
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I offer these words from the Hebrew writer in anticipation of our annual gathering 

that we call the session of the Mississippi Annual Conference:

“Let us hold unswervingly to the hope we profess, for he who promised is faithful. And let 

us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds, not giving up 

meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but encouraging one another—and 

all the more as you see the Day approaching.” – Hebrews 10:23-25 New International 

Version

So, we will gather in Tupelo to fellowship, worship and make decisions as unto the 

Lord Jesus Christ, beginning with a family gathering Wednesday, July 13, 2022. The 

family gathering is for two purposes. The first and foremost is to celebrate a return 

to face-to-face gathering as an annual conference after two years of being only 

able to gather online. This will allow us to renew acquaintances and to truly enjoy 

community with one another. Second, this will give us some time to talk to each 

other and discuss our joys and concerns as we “Continue on Our Journey Together” 

without the constraints of official rules of order.

The celebration of Holy Communion with you I anticipate will be especially emotional 

for me and I look forward to that time. I hope you will view the videos that I and 

the communications team have worked hard to produce as sort of my hope for you 

individually and collectively as you seek to live out your commitment  

to Jesus.

I am not oblivious of the challenges facing this movement of United Methodism, but 

I continue to place my hope for our future in the Christ who was born of the Virgin 

Mary, walked this earth as God’s Only begotten Son, performed the miracle of loving 

all humankind, instituted the Holy Eucharist, suffered and died on the cross for our 

sins, rose on the third day and now is alive forever more. This same Jesus is working 

through the POWER of the Holy Spirit to empower us to make new disciples and 

sanctify existing disciples who now work together under the anointing of the Holy 

Spirit to transform this world. This will happen whether we choose to participate  

or not.

Yours in Christ,

Bishop James E. Swanson, Sr.

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLhVXxJQ10kT5X9NXIOKxiE3CA_8d3u6wl
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2022 |  Agenda

Wednesday, July 13, 2022 
10:00 a.m.-6:00 p.m. Registration
12:00 p.m.-1:30 p.m. Local Pastors Luncheon 
2:00 p.m.- 4:30 p.m. Family Meeting
4:30 p.m.- 5:00 p.m. Opening Gavel for AC
  Consecration for Church and  
  Community Worker – Althea Belton   
  Bishop James E. Swanson Sr. and 
  Rev. Dr. Judy Chung,  
  GBGM Director of Missionary  
	 	 Service,	officiating
5:00 p.m. Adjourn for the day
7:00 p.m. Ordering of Ministry Service  
 Bishop James E Swanson Sr., preaching

Thursday, July 14, 2022 
8:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. Registration 
9:00 a.m.-10:00 a.m. Opening Worship  
  Bishop Mike Watson, preaching
10:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. Business Session #1 
12:00 p.m.-1:30 p.m. Lunch Break
  Laity Luncheon
  Retirees Luncheon
1:30 p.m.-2:30 p.m. Memorial Service 
  Bishop James E. Swanson Sr., 
  preaching
2:30 p.m.-2:45 p.m. Break
2:45 p.m.-5:00 p.m. Business Session #2
5:00 p.m. Adjourn for dinner
 Millsaps College Meet and Greet
 Rust College Meet and Greet
7:00 p.m. Youth Service

Friday, July 15, 2022 
7:00 a.m.-9:00 a.m. United Methodist Men’s Breakfast
9:00 a.m.-11:30 a.m. Business Session #3
10:30 a.m.-12:00 p.m. Clergy Spouses Brunch  
  at Tupelo First UMC
11:30 a.m.-1:00 p.m. Lunch Break
  Gammon Theological Seminary  
  Meet and Greet
  Asbury Alumni and Friends  
  Luncheon, Tupelo First UMC
1:00 p.m.-2:00 p.m. Business Session #4 
2:00 p.m.-4:00 p.m. Closing Worship and Celebration  
  of Bishop Swanson’s life  
  and ministry 
  Bishop Jonathan Holston,  
  Rev. Tim Thompson and  
  Rev. Randy Frye 

2022 Session of the Mississippi  
Annual Conference Agenda

This is a tentative agenda. 
Event details are subject 
to change. Visit the 2022 
Session of the Mississippi 
Conference app for the  
latest updates. 

The Vision of The Mississippi  
Annual Conference

The Mississippi Annual Conference-empowered 

by love, generosity, justice and apprenticeship-

forms spiritual leaders, faith communities and 

connections so more disciples of Jesus Christ 

transform the world.

https://guidebook.com/g/#/guides/szru0rtedghrgh1/details
https://guidebook.com/g/#/guides/szru0rtedghrgh1/details
https://guidebook.com/g/#/guides/szru0rtedghrgh1/details
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2022 Session Annual Conference Speakers
BISHOP JAMES E. SWANSON SR.  
Mississippi Conference Resident Bishop 

Preaching Ordering of Ministry Service  
Wednesday, July 13, 7:00 p.m.

Memorial Service  
Thursday, July 14, 1:30-2:30 p.m. 

James Edward Swanson Sr. is completing 
his 10th year as the resident bishop of 
the Mississippi Conference of The United 
Methodist Church. His tenure began Sept. 1, 
2012, with his first public appearance one day 
earlier to the conference’s Seashore District. 
He went there to be with those affected by 
Hurricane Isaac. The hurricane made landfall 
on August 28, 2012, causing additional 
devastation to Mississippi coastal communities 
recovering from Hurricane Katrina seven years 
earlier.

Swanson was elected a bishop of The 
United Methodist Church during the 2004 
Southeastern Jurisdiction Conference. He was 
assigned to the Holston Conference where 
the episcopal office is in Knoxville, Tennessee. 
Swanson served the Holston Conference for 
eight years.

His contagious spirit of hospitality, a 
determination to excel at being “the you” 
God created each person to be and spirited 
preaching has helped bring life, laughter 
and light to congregations in the Mississippi 
Conference and beyond. 

Bishop Swanson is married to Delphine Yvonne 
Ramsey Swanson. They have the joy of being 
parents to six adult children, Karen Latrese

 Swanson Jones (Earl); James Edward Swanson  
Jr. (Yaki); Shondell Swanson (Angela); Carlton 
Eugene Swanson (Ivis); Janae Evonne Swanson 
Brown (Vernon) and Joshua Emile’ Swanson 
(LaShay). The Swansons are blessed with 23 

grandchildren.

BISHOP B. MICHAEL WATSON
Preaching Opening Worship  
Thursday, July 14, 9:00-10:00 a.m.

Bishop B. Michael Watson was born into an 
active Methodist family in Dothan, Alabama. He 
received a Bachelor of Science in finance and 
real estate from The University of Alabama, a 
Master of Divinity from Emory University and a 
Doctor of Ministry from Vanderbilt University.

He was ordained as a deacon by Bishop W. 
Kenneth Goodson in 1972 and ordained as 
an elder by Bishop Carl J. Sanders in 1976 and 
served in the Alabama-West Florida Annual 
Conference.

In April of 2021, Watson was asked to serve as 
interim senior pastor of the Riverchase United 
Methodist Church in Birmingham, where he is 
serving today.

Bishop Watson married the former Margaret 
Lee of Dothan in 1973 and they have two 
children, and six grandchildren.

BISHOP L. JONATHAN HOLSTON
Preaching Closing Worship  
Friday, July 15, 2:00-4:00 p.m.

Bishop L. Jonathan Holston is the resident 
bishop of the Columbia Area, which includes 
the South Carolina Conference in the 

Bishop James E. 
Swanson Sr.

Bishop B. Michael 
Watson

Bishop L. Jonathan 
Holston

2022     AC Biographies
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Southeastern Jurisdiction of The United 
Methodist Church. He was elected to the 
episcopacy in 2012.

In 1983, Bishop Holston earned his Master 
of Divinity in biblical studies from The 
Interdenominational Theological Center, 
Gammon Theological Seminary in Atlanta,  
Ga. He also holds a Bachelor of Arts in Religion 
from the University of Georgia in Athens, Ga.

Bishop Holston is married to the former Felecia 
Brown.  They have two grown children: son, 

Karlton and daughter, Brittany.

REV. RANDY FRYE
Preaching Closing Worship 
Friday July 15, 2:00-4:30 p.m.

A native of Knoxville, Tennessee, Frye is a 
graduate of the University of Tennessee Asbury 
Theological Seminary, and Drew University. 
He was ordained as an elder in 1983 and has 
served as an associate pastor, pastor of 
a four-church parish, pastor of two small 
town churches, district superintendent, 
senior pastor of Fountain City UMC in 
Knoxville and since July 2018 as the 
lead pastor at First Broad Street UMC in 
Kingsport.

Randy and his wife, Vicki have two 
children, Erin and Will. He and Vicki 
are expecting their first grandchild in 

September.

REV. TIMOTHY THOMPSON SR.
Preaching Closing Worship  
Friday, July 15, 2:00-4:00 p.m.

Timothy C. Thompson Sr. grew up in 
Crystal Springs, Miss., and attended 
Jackson State University where he majored 
in History and minored in finance, 
graduating a Dean’s List Scholar.

In 1993, Rev. Thompson received a Master 
of Divinity from Candler School of Theology 
graduating a Jean Ray and Sherman Scholar. 
He majored in preaching, teaching and  
pastoral care.

Rev. Thompson is currently the assistant to 
the bishop for faith community formation. 
Thompson works with staff, district 
superintendents and committees to lead and 
assist in the development of vital communities 
of faith by creating new communities and 
encouraging vitality in existing communities  
of faith.

Rev. Thompson is married to Betty Ann Lee 
Thompson and is the father of two beautiful 
children, son, Timothy II, and daughter, 
LaKendra, and proud grandfather to Larry 
Lampkin and LaKeya Thompson. He and Mrs. 
Thompson are adoptive parents to niece, 
Teresa Rodgers. 

Rev. Randy Frye

Rev. Timothy 
Thompson Sr.

Access the most up-to-date 
information about our event  
including schedules, a 
preliminary agenda, maps and 
much more. You can get the 
guide here at tiny.cc/powerofwe 
or use the QR code to download 
the app.

Download the  
2022 Session 
of AC App!

http://tiny.cc/powerofwe


mm

m

Best wishes to the Mississippi Annual Conference!Best wishes to the Mississippi Annual Conference!

We would like to express our sincere  We would like to express our sincere  
appreciation for 10 wonderful years of service.appreciation for 10 wonderful years of service.
““I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race,  I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race,  

I have kept the faith.” - 2 Timothy 4:7I have kept the faith.” - 2 Timothy 4:7

Love always,Love always,
Bishop James E. Swanson Sr. and Mrs. Delphine SwansonBishop James E. Swanson Sr. and Mrs. Delphine Swanson

m
The United Methodist Church



From the Conference Lay Leader

LaToya Redd Thompson
Mississippi Conference Lay Leader

It has been one of the greatest honors and 
privileges of my life to serve the Mississippi 
Annual Conference as conference lay 
leader. One of the things that has made 
it such a treasured time has been serving 
under the leadership of our episcopal 
leader, Bishop James Swanson. 

He is very popular among the laity. And not 
just Mississippi laity, but laity across our 
connection. When I interact with conference 
lay leaders, or other lay leadership, I receive 
similar praise about him. Even Alan, a front 
desk worker at Epworth by the Sea, a United 
Methodist retreat on St. Simon’s Island in 
South Georgia, found out Bishop Swanson 
was my bishop and remarked, “Now he’s a 
good one!”

I am especially grateful that while certain 
details of our future are unknown, Bishop 
Swanson always encourages the Mississippi 
Annual Conference to remain a faith-
filled, non-anxious presence focused on 
what we know will always be our mission 
– to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the 
transformation of the world. Mindfully 
implementing our annual conference 
theme, The Journey Continues Together, 
he consistently focuses our energy on our 

mission and aligning our energy from the 
local church to the district to the annual 
conference to have a cohesive vision for 
making disciples throughout our great 
state. He encourages us every month in 
extended cabinet to not get bogged down 
in any current drama but to press forward 
not only addressing the missional needs of 
our respective ministry areas, but also to 
dream and help the people we lead dream 
about what a more effective Mississippi 
Annual Conference looks like. Under his 
leadership, we systematically work in our 
Mississippi Leadership Team to ensure that 
we have something on paper that visually 
helps connect the dots of disciple making at 
every level of our connection. And he cheers 
for the board of laity as we work in line with 
current programs and goals and dream of 
new programs and goals. 

He has stayed in Mississippi long past 
the time he was set to retire and enjoy 
the fruits of his many years of labor as a 
pastor and a pastor to pastors and district 
superintendents. Bishop Swanson, on 
behalf of the laity of the Mississippi Annual 
Conference, we salute you and express 
deep gratitude for the many sacrifices 

you have made and the extensive time 
and energy – physical and spiritual – you 
have expended to propel Mississippi 
forward during unprecedented challenges. 
Mississippi laity will long be impacted by 
the depth of your preaching, your love of 
people, your ability to relate to Mississippi, 
your gift of encouragement and your 
forward-looking leadership. Thank you 
as well to your gracious partner, Mrs. 
Swanson, who has also been a model 
Christian, a model pastor’s wife and a great 
supporter of our bishop and conference. 
Mississippi has been blessed for the past 
ten years by your presence, and we pray 
that you and Mrs. Swanson are blessed in 
your next endeavor.

Photo of Bishop Swanson and LaToya Redd Thompson by Greg Campbell Photography, Inc.  

Bishop Swanson, on behalf 

of the laity of the Mississippi 

Annual Conference, we 

salute you and express 

deep gratitude for the 

many sacrifices you have 

made and the extensive 

time and energy – physical 

and spiritual – you have 

expended to propel 

Mississippi forward during 

unprecedented challenges. 

Laity Grateful for Visionary,  
Collaborative Leadership
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By Matthew Johnson
Mississippi Conference Connectional Ministries and Communications Assistant

ENDING RACISM:
The Journey Continues Together

Driving racism from the hearts and minds of every 
Mississippian is the mission for the End Racism for Good 
taskforce. Since their inception, they have taken the challenge 
head on creating opportunities for people to share, heal and 

learn together to change hearts and 
minds for the better. 

Two years ago, in alignment 
with The United 

Methodist Church’s 
multi-level campaign 
to “Dismantle 
Racism,” Bishop 
James E. Swanson 
Sr. commissioned 

a team to lead 
the charge for the 

Mississippi Conference 
to “End Racism for Good.” 

We are making a 

concerted effort by clergy, 

lay, friends and families 

to do all we can to end 

racism, hatred and other 

forms of discrimination...

– Rev. Domini Henry

Led by Rev. Bruce Case, pastor at Parkway Heights United 
Methodist Church in Hattiesburg, and Rev. Domini Henry, 
associate pastor at Anderson United Methodist Church in 
Jackson, End Racism for Good is changing hearts through 
preparing people to lead and participate in racial healing 
groups and informative Zoom luncheon webinars. 

“We are making a concerted effort by clergy, lay, friends and 
families to do all we can to end racism, hatred and other 
forms of discrimination that present themselves,” said  
Rev. Henry.

Racial healing groups encompass people of all ages, races 
and backgrounds. They are hosted online and in person and 
create a confidential space where participants practice holy 
listening while members share past experiences with racism 
and how God has provided healing from those experiences. 
The taskforce set a goal of making sure 1,000 people 
experience racial healing groups by the end of 2021. In June 
2021, 340 people had shared their racial healing experiences 

istock.com

RACISMDISMANTLING

® E N D  R A C I S M  F O R  G O O D
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in the groups, but because of COVID 
restrictions and the lingering effects 
of the pandemic, the taskforce did 
not meet their target goal. Rev. Case 
explains how close the taskforce, 
still working toward their goal, is to 
reaching 1,000 people. 

“I am happy to report that we are 
halfway to our goal of 1,000 people 
experiencing a racial healing circle 
experience,” said Case.

End Racism for Good Zoom luncheon 
webinars occur every other month. 
Special guest speakers inform 
participants on the causes and effects 
of racism and how to overcome them. 
The most recent Zoom luncheon 
covered black maternal health. Rev. 
Olivear Booker, chair of church and 
society, discussed the congressional 
Black Maternal Health Momnibus 
Act of 2021, and how supporting its 
passage can help end reproductive 
inequalities in the healthcare system. 

“Black expectant mothers in the United 
States are dying at the highest rates in 
the world,” said Booker. “We wanted 
to partner with End Racism for Good 
to get the word out about supporting 
this act so that, when passed, black 
mothers can see better outcomes.”

End Racism for Good is creating 
opportunities for people to be 
enlightened about the impact of 
racism both subtle and blatant, but The 
Mission Continues. Ending racism for 
good requires willing hearts and minds 
from all walks of life. If you would 
like to be a part of their healing and 
education efforts, contact Rev. Bess 
Perrier at bessperrier51@hotmail.com. 

University of Southern Mississippi students participate in a racial healing group.

Photo right: 
Rev. Olivear 
Booker, chair  
of church  
and society and 
pastor of Union 
Memorial UMC 
in Greenwood.

istock.com

istock.com

mailto:bessperrier51%40hotmail.com?subject=
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Ministers are being offered opportunities to experience sabbath rest  
in peaceful settings while they reflect, encourage and support one another  

to be able to better lead and serve their congregations.

Clergy Health

The past couple of years have been very 
difficult for everyone. There has been a 
global pandemic, warfare and uncertain 
financial markets. That can take a toll on 
anyone, but especially pastors leading 
congregations. That’s why the office 
of spiritual leadership’s new Ministry 
Action Plan and mission has moved 
from leadership skill development to 
spiritual wellness and discipleship for 
clergy. Ministers are being offered 
opportunities to experience sabbath 
rest in peaceful settings while they reflect, encourage and 
support one another to be able to better lead and serve their 
congregations.

According to research conducted by the Barna Group for the 
article ChurchPulse Weekly Conversations: Juli Wilson & Kayla 
Stoecklein on the Mental Health Struggles of Ministry, three in five 
pastors (55 percent) have struggled with depression during their 
tenures of ministry. Additional research found, 39 percent of 
pastors seldom or never talk with someone about their mental 
health.

Those statistics are certainly grim, but Rev. Trey Harper, director 
of the office of spiritual leadership, is making clergy rest a priority 

so that pastors throughout the conference can slow down and 
focus on their own welfare and not become a part of those 
depressing statistics.

“We wanted to focus on spiritual, emotional and physical 
wellness,” said Harper. “Clergy tend to be workaholics. We wanted 
to give them permission to just rest.” 

The office of spiritual leadership is creating wellness opportunities 
through retreats hosted at campgrounds and retreat centers. 
Clergy get the chance to connect with God in nature while also 
fellowshipping with fellow clergy.

Rev. Linda Fox, pastor at Asbury United Methodist Church in 
Hattiesburg, attended the first Sabbath Day Away retreat at 

By Matthew Johnson
Mississippi Conference
Connectional Ministries and  
Communications Assistant

SPIRITUAL LEADERSHIPS NEW FOCUS:

Bishop Sharma Lewis teaches during the 2022 
Mississippi Conference Festival of Preaching.

shutterstock.com

shutterstock.com

Photo courtesy of Miss. Conference Communications.
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Camp Wesley Pines. The retreat gave 
clergy a place to focus on rest and their 
connection with one another, and it was 
the first time many of the pastors in 
attendance were able to gather in-person 
since the pandemic began.

 “To incorporate sabbath into our day 
meant so much. It was good to get away 

from life and share with other pastors,” 
said Fox. “We talked with each other, 
prayed with each other and loved on each 
other. It was good to get away from life 
and share with other pastors.” 

In addition to Sabbath Day Away, the 
office of spiritual leadership has hosted 
retreats for large church pastors to gather 
and rest and discuss the best ways to 
shepherd large congregations. There are 
also annual spiritual wellness retreats that 
allow clergy to rest and focus on personal 
discipleship.  

Leading congregations through times 
as uncertain as these can take a toll, 
but thanks to the focus of the office of 
spiritual leadership’s Ministry Action Plan, 
Mississippi Conference clergy will be well 
rested and spiritually prepared to lead 
their congregations through any obstacles 
the future has to offer. In Genesis, after 
God finished His work, He rested on 
the seventh day, the office of spiritual 
leadership is working to make sure 
clergy doing His work in the Mississippi 
Conference take time for sabbath as well.

We wanted to 

focus on spiritual, 

emotional and 

physical wellness. 

Clergy tend to be 

workaholics. We 

wanted to give them 

permission  

to just rest. 

– Rev. Trey Harper
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BBishop James E. Swanson Sr.’s tenure as episcopal leader of 
the Mississippi Conference of The United Methodist Church 
(UMC) will leave a lasting and historic legacy for decades to 
come. Not only is he the first African American bishop to 
serve in the Mississippi Conference, he’s also the longest 
serving bishop in modern conference history with an over 10-
year residency. From day one to year 10, Swanson has always 
claimed to be senior pastor over what he fondly refers to as 
“the one church in many locations” throughout Mississippi. 
Over that span of time, Swanson’s commitment to listen to 
the people of Mississippi, navigate the conference through 
several uncertain and complex seasons, connect and center 
congregations and extension ministries on mission and lead 
with a multigenerational approach to spiritual formation has 
remained unwavering. In honor of his 10 years of service 
in the Mississippi Conference, here are 10 memorable 
junctures and highlights of Bishop Swanson’s residency in the 
Hospitality State.

1. Core Values and The POWER of We

In 2013, Swanson sought out to clearly identify who we are as 
a conference by releasing the core values and declaring the 
Holy Spirit as the transformative POWER of We that guides 
our mission and ministry. The core principals of The POWER 
of We are that we live out the great commandment—
love, the great commitment—generosity, the great 
requirement—justice and the great commission—
apprenticeship. These have been our guiding foci during 
Swanson’s tenure. 

2. United Methodist Men

Swanson has been president of the General Commission 
on United Methodist Men (GCUMM) throughout his time 
as the Mississippi Conference’s episcopal leader. He has 
been a speaker and actively engaged in several facets 
of UMM, including the National Gathering of  United 
Methodist Men events that happen every four years. 
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By Jasmine Haynes, Communications Specialist

A Legacy of  Leadership
CELEBRATING BISHOP SWANSON

10
YEARS

See Swanson Legacy, page 26

Photo above: Bishop Swanson is shown standing with wife, 
Delphine Swanson, as Sen. Bart Williams, primary author of the 
resolution, presents it. Photo courtesy of Arnold Lindsay, Mississippi 
Senate Press Secretary.



From day one to year 10, 

Swanson has always claimed 

to be senior pastor over what 

he fondly refers to as “the one 

church in many locations” 

throughout Mississippi. 
Bishop Swanson  (right) and Mrs. Swanson (left of Bishop Swanson) at the 25th 
anniversary celebration of Africa University.  Photo courtesy of Mike DuBose, UM News.

The Swansons celebrate the Miss. Conference 
surpassing its original goal to pack one million 
meals for the hunger relief agency Stop Hunger 
Now by the end of the 2015 AC session. Photo 
courtesy of Greg Campbell Photography , Inc.

Photos, left to right: Bishop Swanson fellowships with United Methodist Men across the country at the UMM’s 12th National Gathering in 2017. 
Mrs. Delphine Swanson and Bishop James E. Swanson Sr. attend annual Purple for Peace Luncheon hosted by the Miss. Coalition Against Domestic Violence. 
Bishop Swanson received the Purple for Peace Prize Oct. 4, 2018. Photos courtesy of Mississippi Conference Communications.
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10
YEARS

 

Bishop Swanson’s Tenure

His commitment to listen 

to the people of Mississippi, 

navigate the conference 

through several uncertain and 

complex seasons, connect 

and center congregations 

and extension ministries 

on mission and lead with a 

multigenerational approach 

to spiritual formation has 

remained unwavering. 

Bishop Swanson gives the 
benediction at closing worship 

during the 2021 annual 
conference session. 

Bishop Swanson at 2013  
Session of the Mississippi  
Annual Conference.

Bishop Swanson, the worship team and 
production team bathe worship service  
in prayer during the 2021 AC session.

Bishop Swanson offers  
Communion at 2019 Clergy 

Leadership Conference.

Portrait of Bishop and  
Mrs. Swanson taken in 2013.

Reflections

Photos on this page courtesy of  
Greg Campbell Photography , Inc.

Photo courtesy of Greg Cam
pbell Photography , Inc.

Photo courtesy of M
iss. Conference Com

m
unications.
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Bishop Swanson and presenters pose for a photo  
at the 2017 Convocation on the Black Church.

Bishop Swanson joins in greeting 
and fellowship at the 2019 Clergy 
Leadership Conference.

Mrs. Delphine Swanson in Japan at IAMSCU 
(International Association of Methodist Schools, 
Colleges and Universities) Conference in 2014. 

Portrait of Bishop Swanson by host of 
“Drawn to Christ” and Emmy-award 
winning documentarian, Anthony 
Thaxton.

Bishop Swanson and other bishops visit the C.A.R. 
(Central African Republic) on an exploratory mission 
trip in November 2018.

Photo of Bishop and Mrs. Swanson used to 
promote 2016 Journey to the Holy Land Trip.

Bishop Swanson 
portrait in 2015. Photo courtesy of M

iss. Conference Com
m

unications.

Photo courtesy of M
iss. Conference Com

m
unications.

Photo courtesy of  Julu Sw
en, UM
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BISHOP SWANSON’S TENURE 
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RReflections:

At the 2019 Clergy Leadership 
Conference, Bishop Swanson extends 
the invitation to Communion. 

Worship Rehearsal: 2021 AC session.

In February 2016, Bishop Swanson participated in  
the ribbon cutting and Gulfside Assembly Dedication  
of the Leontine T.C. Kelly Open Air Chapel. 

In 2016, Rev. Dr. Jerry Williams presents  
Bishop Swanson with a book on Methodism.

Bishop Swanson and some of the 
appointive cabinet ‘take five’ in 2016. 

In 2014, Bishop Swanson is  
honored by the Boy Scouts of 

America with an award.

In 2017, Bishop Swanson blessed 
McDonald UMC’s parsonage.

Photo courtesy of Greg Cam
pbell Photography , Inc.

Photo courtesy of Greg Cam
pbell Photography , Inc.

Photos courtesy of Miss. Conference Communications.
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2012-2022

10
YEARSBishop Swanson bobbleheads created and shared 

in 2014. 

Bishop and Mrs. Swanson with conference and  
cabinet staff at 2018 Purple for Peace event hosted  
by the Miss. Coalition Against Domestic Violence.

In 2015, Bishop Swanson is 
photographed next to a statue of 
John Wesley during the Wesleyan 
Heritage Tour in London.

Casual conversation transpired as those  
staff members in person for 2021 AC session 

await the beginning of rehearsals. 

Bishop Swanson keynotes a  
plenary at the 2017 United 
Methodist Men Gathering. 

Bishop Swanson presides excitedly  
over successful online voting at  

the 2021 AC session.

Photo courtesy of Greg Cam
pbell Photography , Inc.
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In 2019, Mississippi United Methodist 

Disaster Relief was awarded a two-year  

$3 million grant from the United 

Methodist Committee on Relief, UMCOR. 

Those funds along with prayers, 

volunteers and donations from Mississippi 

Methodists, were instrumental in 

restoring lives that were affected by some 

of the most devastating disaster events 

to ever hit the state. From hurricanes 

to tornadoes and historic flooding 

Mississippi Disaster Response was on 

the frontline providing hope and healing. 

Robin Jackson, a monitor and evaluation 

specialist for Mississippi United Methodist 

Disaster Relief, details the recovery work 
achieved through the UMCOR grant.

        How many houses have been 
rebuilt or remodeled thanks to 
Mississippi Conference Disaster 
Response Efforts?

        From May 2019 to May 2022, 
Mississippi United Methodist Disaster 
Relief, in partnership with UMCOR, 
has assisted with rebuilding 44 
new constructions, purchased nine 
replacement homes, assisted with 
purchasing 25 replacement homes, 
repaired 188 homes and provided 
assistance to 64 dislocated survivors, 
throughout the state of Mississippi; all of 
which were affected by a natural disaster.

In addition, 330 survivors have been 
restored to safe housing.

        How many cases have been closed?

Q

Q

A

2022     Mission Focus

Disaster 
Relief Grant 
Successfully 
Rebuilds Lives
By Matthew Johnson
Mississippi Conference Connectional Ministries  
and Communications Assistant

Photos page 23: (clockwise)   
A house is submerged due to  

the	historic	Delta	flood.

Disaster Response volunteers  
tarp a house after Hurricane Ida.

In March 2020, Miss. Conference disaster 
case manager, Robin Jackson (gray vest) 
speaks as she prepares to hand the keys 

back to homeowner, Mavis Scott, as  
disaster response teams celebrate the  

reconstruction of Scott’s house after  
tornado damage in Lauderdale County.

From hurricanes to 
tornadoes and historic 

flooding Mississippi 
Disaster Response was 

on the frontline providing 
hope and healing. 

Disaster ERT students 
learn how to tarp roofs. 
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        There are 370 closed cases. Since 
last annual conference we’ve started 
assisting survivors in George, Pearl River 
and Harrison Counties.

Areas impacted by disaster that 
have now recovered include Warren, 
Lauderdale, Lowndes, Wayne, Covington, 
Perry, Forrest, Washington, Sharkey, 
Issaquena, Humphreys, Bolivar, Desoto 
and Jones counties.

        What are ways churches can 
assist Mississippi United Methodist 
Disaster Recovery?

        One way is by signing up to and 
training to be a part of early response 
teams, ERTs. In the world of disaster 
ministry, ERTs are the first set of 
people that we lean on, outside of the 

Mississippi Emergency Management 
Agency. We depend on our ERTs for 
their strong leadership and logistics 
when disaster strikes. ERTs lead us from 
disaster to recovery.

Another is through making donations 
to UMCOR. Through the generosity 
of our partnership with UMCOR our 
disaster ministry has been able to thrive 
at providing assistance for survivors in 
need. The UMCOR partnership enabled 
the Mississippi United Methodist 
Disaster Relief program to hire staff, 
a construction supervisor and case 
managers that identify areas impacted 
by disaster and the needs they need met.

Lastly, United Methodist Volunteers 
in Mission. The volunteers provided 
by this organizations allow us to 

maximize our dollars by saving on paid 
labor. Once we receive an invitation 
to assist in a disaster-affected area, 
securing volunteers is one of the main 
priorities that we seek to evaluate, then 
coordinate.

        Is there anything you would like 
to add in closing?

        Our goal is and has always been to 
efficiently manage resources available 
to the churches to foster an effective 
individual and community recovery and 
to facilitate disaster ministry volunteer 
opportunities for all congregates. My 
constant prayer is that all that do not 
have the resources to recover on their 
own, would benefit from our program, 
although we do prioritize those with 
higher vulnerability risk factors.

A

Q

Q

A

A

In the world of disaster ministry, ERTs are the 

first set of people that we lean on, outside of the 

Mississippi Emergency Management Agency.

Photos courtesy of Mississippi United Methodist Disaster Relief
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Over the past few years, Mississippi Con-

ference leadership has experimented with 

opportunities to create fertile ground for 

seeds that will produce impactful fruit for 

effective leadership in ministry across the 

conference. The faith community forma-

tion office partnered with a pilot called the 

Church Leadership Co-operative, or ‘The 

Co-op.’ 

Director of spiritual leadership, Rev. Trey 

Harper explained that young adults are no 

longer eager to directly enter seminary,

 but they are longing to explore ways in 
which their gifts can be used in ministry 
settings. Harper touts the mission of this 
initiative. 

“The success is that it really empowers 
young people to live into what their call 
is. They have a huge desire to deepen 
their faith and the disconnect is knowing 
how to do that,” said Harper. “The Co-op 
offers an opportunity to see what servant 
leadership looks like on a day-to-day basis 
and is a perfect example of our core value 
apprenticeship.”

By Jasmine Haynes, Communications Specialist

Exploring Possible Fruit 
of Church Leadership 
Co-operative

Interns, residents and co-op  
staff pose for a group photo. 

Photos courtesy of theco-op.com

O

INVESTING IN 
TOMORROW’S

CHURCH TODAY:
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According to a report from the director 
of The Co-op, Rev. Chris McAlilly, the 
program had developed a proven 
model for growing Christian leaders 
in the Wesleyan tradition through two 
primary tracks: 1. a 10-week summer 
internship primarily for college students 
and 2. a 12-month residence in 
ministry for recent college graduates. 
Both tracks give emerging adults the 
opportunity to explore what it means 
to live as followers of Jesus Christ in 
their work life. Additionally, the report 
states that one of the most effective 
ways to develop young leaders is 
to provide avenues to incorporate 

undergraduate study in diverse fields 
like journalism, integrative marketing 
and communications, business and 
education into the work of ministry at 
the local church. 

The program began in 2016 with a 
grant from faith community formation 
to be housed at Oxford University 
United Methodist Church in Oxford 
and partner with eight other churches 
in the connection. The primary goal 
of the initiative is to produce leaders 
for the next generation in the church, 
the marketplace and the world, and 
to be able to replicate the program in 

various small and medium-sized faith 
communities across Mississippi. 

Director of faith community formation 
and administrative assistant to the 
bishop, Rev. Tim Thompson shared that 
in addition to developing future leaders, 
there are several benefits of investing in 
this approach as a conference. 

“We hope that the participants will gain 
exposure to different areas of ministry, 
build good spiritual habits and thrive 
in a culture of vocational discernment,” 
said Thompson. “But there is also an 
opportunity to re-weave the connection 

Left to right:  
Rev. Trey Harper, 
Rev. Chris McAlilly 
and Rev. Tim 
Thompson

See The Co-op, page 30

The primary goal of 

the initiative is to 

produce leaders for 

the next generation 

in the church, the 

marketplace and  

the world...



3. Prayers for Healing

Within two years of Bishop Swanson’s tenure, the Swansons’ 
announced that Bishop Swanson was diagnosed with prostate 
cancer. Bishop Swanson expressed that the Mississippi 
Conference had become like family to him and Mrs. Swanson and 
in their candor, they solicited a conference-wide prayer request 
for healing and recovery from the surgery that Bishop Swanson 
had to undergo. Within a few months, Bishop Swanson shared 
a praise report via video that the surgeon was certain that the 
surgery was successful, and that Bishop Swanson was 100 percent 
cancer free. 

4. Mission Foci

Stop Hunger Now: In May 2014, Delphine Swanson, wife of Bishop 
Swanson, led the charge for Mississippi United Methodists to pack 
at least 100,000 meals for Stop Hunger Now before the conclusion 
of annual conference session. At the time, Stop Hunger Now was 
an international hunger relief organization that coordinated the 
distribution of food and other life-saving aid around the world. The 
Mississippi Conference surpassed its goal and a total of 102,168 
meals were packed for Stop Hunger Now by the closing worship 
service. 

Africa University: In 2016 when Bishop Swanson first encouraged 
the Mississippi Conference’s generosity  towards United Methodist-
related Africa University, he stated, “I am not asking you to give 
just money; I am asking you to become a pipeline of hope. Join 
me in this campaign of hope—the Mississippi-Africa University 
Partnership.” By 2019, that pipeline had generated $1 million 
towards endowments for the future of students and rising leaders 
at Africa University.

Imagine No Malaria: At the 2016 Session of the Mississippi 
Annual Conference, Bishop Swanson announced the conference 
would be contributing to Imagine No Malaria, The United 
Methodist church-wide effort to overcome malaria in Africa and 
eliminate deaths caused by this preventable disease. Altogether, 
the Mississippi Conference raised money equivalent to saving 
60,000 lives. 

5. Domestic Violence 

In March 2013, Bishop Swanson shared candidly with the 
Mississippi Conference how his own experience with losing his 
mother to domestic violence influenced his advocacy to stop it. He 
lost his mother, Arnola Verna Triplett, when he was 18 years old. 
“God wants us to be concerned about people who cannot defend 
themselves and as a church we need to find a way to speak to 

SWANSON LEGACY    page 16
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Bishop James E. Swanson Sr. (right) and James Salley (center) accept a 
$1,000 gift for Africa University from Mississippian Mabel Middleton (left, 
foreground) during the 25th anniversary celebration of AU.

After the 2019 ICE Raids, volunteers 
collect and sort food and supply 
donations from across the country 
at the We Care Mission food pantry, 
a ministry that has served the local 
Hispanic community in Morton, Miss.  
for over 25 years. 

Photos courtesy of Miss. Conference Communications.

Photo courtesy of  M
ike DuBose, UM
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that and empower people so that they 
open their mouths and speak out against 
domestic violence,” said Swanson.

A couple of years later, Swanson formed 
the domestic violence task force, and 
the conference officially joined the 
Mississippi Coalition Against Domestic 
Violence. Over the years, the coalition’s 
director, Wendy Mahoney, has provided 
valuable information about the problems 
and patterns of behavior in abusive 
relationships, which helped shape the 
mission of the task force. This led to the 
task force’s covenant supporting the 
proclamation that domestic violence is 
morally, spiritual and universally intolerable 
and solidifying the church’s support of 
domestic violence programs and agencies 
in our communities. 

6. Disaster Response: 

Natural disasters are common here in 
Mississippi and throughout the southern 
states boarding the Gulf Coast. From 
hurricanes Irma, Harvey and Isaac to 
historic flooding, Swanson has visited 
several affected areas such as Hattiesburg 
and Petal and kept parishioners abreast on 

how Miss. Conference Disaster Response 
was engaging in recovery and relief. He also 
shared ways that people could help, and the 
ways in which the Mississippi Conference 
helped other impacted conferences recover 
from disasters.  

7. Reflections

Hosted by Bishop Swanson, ‘Reflections’ 
is a video blog set to air every two weeks, 
and is an opportunity to commit to 
regular devotion and discernment on 
how we can grow as disciples and make 
disciples in the midst of tension. This series 
launched in 2019 and in these webisodes, 
Swanson also deepens the conceptual 
understanding of the structure and polity 
of The UMC while explaining topics from 
how district superintendents discern 
pastoral appointments for churches, to 
how participating in spiritual leadership 
gatherings can strengthen local churches 
and district leadership teams. 

8. End Racism for Good

In Fall 2020, and in alignment with The 
United Methodist Church’s multi-level 
campaign to “Dismantle Racism,” Swanson 
sought out to create a task force from the 
advocacy team to lead the charge for the 
Mississippi Conference to “End Racism for 

Good.” Led by co-chairs, Rev. Bruce Case 
and Rev. Domini Henry, End Racism for 
Good is a movement of Mississippi United 
Methodists who are learning, celebrating 
and acting until all hearts, churches and 
communities are transformed from the sin 
of racism. 

9. Leading the Conference 
Through Difficult Times

Navigating Tension: Coming out of 
the 2016 General Conference (GC), the 
Commission on a Way Forward began the 
work to explore options that help maintain 
and strengthen the unity of the church, 
specifically regarding human sexuality. In 
light of the heightened anxiety resulting 
from that decision by the 2016 GC, Swanson 
created the “Navigating Tension Series” 
in order to share with the conference the 
landscape of the climate at that time, what 
wisdom Scripture provides about dealing 
with times of uncertainty and conflict and 
how we—the church—can live faithfully and 
be fruitful disciples of Jesus Christ in times 
of tension.

ICE Raids: On August 7, 2019, Immigration 
and Customs Enforcement (ICE) agents 
raided several work sites here in Mississippi 
and arrested approximately 680 people 
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Bishop Swanson proudly points 
to his United Methodist Men vest 
during a taping session in 2015.

Africa University 
25th anniversary 

participants unveil cake 
commemorating the 

occasion in 2017. 

Photos courtesy of M
iss. Conference Com

m
unications.

Photo courtesy of  M
ike DuBose, UM
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in the largest single-state immigration 
enforcement action in U.S. history. 
Swanson shared that he was not 
concerned with parishioners’ personal 
political stances and thoughts on U.S. 
immigration, but that he was concerned 
about the well-being and stability of 
families. Especially, his consideration for 
the children who suffered a sudden and 
traumatic separation from their families 

on what was for many, the first day of 
school here in Mississippi. He asked 
that people pray for and give to the 
children who needed assistance. Over 
two years later, Rev. Sheila Cumbest, 
board chair at Trinity Mission, reported 
on the sustainability and progress with 
that mission and credited connectional 
generosity for its success. 

Pandemic Task Team: It became 
clear after a few months of living in the 
COVID-19 Outbreak that the pandemic 
would be a lasting challenge. Swanson 
assembled a team with a plethora of 
backgrounds ranging from healthcare 
to education, and they began plotting 
a course to develop short and long-
term plans to encourage the spiritual, 
emotional and physical well-being of faith 
communities in the pandemic. The group 
made data-driven recommendations 
that considered clergy and laity needs 
from diverse church size and cultural 
perspectives, which helped develop 
guidelines to safely continue ministry. 

10. Bishop Swanson Honored on 
Miss. State Senate Floor

Swanson became the recipient of Senate 
Resolution 22 on February 22, 2022. 
The resolution commended Swanson’s 
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Will you partner with us in minsitry? We need your support. 

To donate, scan the QR code or email / call us at: 
iccwesley@gmail.com – 662.523.8218.

SWANSON LEGACY    page 27

www.hbhs9.com
mailto:iccwesley%40gmail.com?subject=
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tenure as the resident bishop of the Mississippi 
Conference of The United Methodist Church, 
for his spiritual and charitable contributions 
to the State of Mississippi and recognized him 
as the first African American bishop to lead 
the Mississippi Conference. Lt. Gov. Delbert 
Hosemann introduced Swanson, who then 
opened the Mississippi State Senate session up 
with prayer and shortly thereafter was escorted 
to the podium, along with Mrs. Swanson, to 
receive the resolution. Representing district 
15, Senator Bart Williams, who also serves as 
mission chair at First United Methodist Church 
of Starkville, authored and presented the 
resolution to Bishop Swanson. Williams shared 
that he put forth the resolution because he 
knew that Bishop Swanson was retiring soon 
and wanted to honor his service. He was not 
the only one honor at the Mississippi State 
Capitol. February 22 is also Bishop Swanson’s 
wife, Delphine Swanson’s birthday and the floor 
recognized her special day.

Bishop Swanson planned on retiring in 2020, 
but as is the case for the rest of the globe, 
COVID-19 interrupted those plans and Swanson 
continued to lead the conference through 
angst and uncertainty for two additional years. 
Swanson then made the decision to retire 
after the 2022 AC Session. Due to the Judicial 
Council’s decision that bishops elected at the 
2022 November jurisdictional conference would 
begin serving their episcopal areas beginning 
January 1, 2023, Swanson delayed retirement a 
third time. 

“That leaves a few months in between for some 
needed interim leadership and that would 
mean that, Mississippi, you would have three 
episcopal leaders over the span of six months, 
which would add much transition to an already 
heavily transitional season for the Mississippi 
Conference,” said Swanson when asked about 
the decision to postpone retirement again. 
“After much prayer and discernment, Mrs. 
Swanson and I have decided to continue serving 
the Mississippi Conference until a new bishop 
is assigned and begins his or her tenure in 
January. So, my friends, as I have said for a while 
now, The Journey Continues Together.”



30   The Circuit Rider Souvenir Journal    Summer 2022

and the lines of communication between 
our young adults and the local church, 
relationships with campus ministries 
and spiritual leadership and the board of 
ordained ministry (BOOM) and a network of 
partner churches.”

Thompson also shared that from 2016 to 2021, 
the program has invested in 70 young adults. 

“This is one of the ways that God is going 
to use Mississippi leadership to impact 
the younger generation,” said Thompson. 
“I’m excited that God is going to use faith 

CO-OPERATIVE    page 28

From investing in these 
young adults, The Co-op 
has harvested:

• 42 of 70 participants  
(60 percent) are actively 
exploring ministry as  
a vocation 

• 25 of 70 participants  
(35 percent) are currently 
serving in a United 
Methodist local church  
or ministry setting 

• 19 of 70 participants  
(26 percent) have pursued 
or are pursuing theological 
education 

• 12 of 70 participants  
(17 percent) have formerly 
begun the candidacy 
process for ministry in The 
United Methodist Church

http://www.frenchcamp.org
http://www.52BibleLessons.com


Tell us about your conference 
experience by completing this 
brief survey. Your feedback helps 
us continue to serve you with 
excellence as we develop and 
plan future conferences.

We Want  
to Hear  
from You!

http://tiny.cc/2022msacsurvey
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by Destiny of HOPE Bible College

for scheduling: Rev. Dr. Mary Elizabeth LeSure, CPE

661-551-0556 | destinyhbc@gmail.com | Destinybiblecollege.com

Revelation Seminar
Presentation narrated with 
relevant videos and color slides.

Understand Symbolic Characters 
Learn Imminent Future Events

community formation in His ministry, and 
help people see that ministry comes in a 
multitude of formats.”

Thompson also stated that sometimes 
people misunderstand and see ministry only 
in the context of being a local pastor. He 
added that no matter what vocational path 
God calls one to, God calls everyone to make 
a difference, make disciples and be discipled 
by someone. 

As the five-year pilot has ended and is under 
evaluation, the conference seeks to expand 
its results and provide more resources for 
growth. Harper is currently seeking ways to 
strengthen the program, enhance the results 
and help more faith communities aid young 
people who are exploring their call. 

“When we think about replication from 
the conference level, how do we provide 
resources to help smaller congregations 
who can’t access these resources themselves 
and how do we help them think creatively,” 
explained Harper. “Another thing that excites 
me about the potential for this is how we 
help participants experience the wholistic 
nature of ministry. Sometimes they get 
pigeon-holed into children’s ministry, but 
most of our congregations are going to have 
older members so they need to see that 
ministry is multigenerational.” 

Spiritual leadership is exploring ways in 
which to resource and empower The Co-
op to continue its fruitful work as well as 
transition to casting a wider net for more 
of the conference to utilize this model. 
This collaborative leadership effort from 
the offices of spiritual leadership and faith 
community formation will begin their work 
at strategic planning on ways to expand this 
across the connection with BOOM, as well 
as push for more diversity, inclusivity and 
sustainability as part of its next five-year 
benchmarks in the fall of this year.

http://tiny.cc/2022msacsurvey
mailto:destinyhbc%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:Destinybiblecollege.com?subject=
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Developing  

Christian 

Leaders  

through 

Lifelong  

Learning.  

Thank you

Bishop 
swanson!

 
from 

Pastor Chris Carpenter 
and the  

Evans Chapel, 
Hales Chapel, 

Indianola Rasberry 
Church Families

http://www.centerforministry.com
http://www.thehour.org


Ordained Elders
Michael Thomas Lindsay
Hannah Holland  
  Hutchinson
Jonathan Kevin Tullos
Randy Jarrell Jones 
Kevin Michael Kosh Jr.
Lydia Michelle Dailey
Nathan Douglas  
  Hutchinson

Recognize Orders from  
Other Denomination
Catherine Parker Larsen

Ordained Deacon
Leslie Haven Boyd 
Jill Shannon Shaw 

Commissioning as  
Deacon and Elder
Elizabeth Cheryl Farr
Samuel William Jones 
Guy William Wimberly
Robert Martin McCormick

Associate  
Membership
Mary Beth Rolfs 

Elders in Full Connection
Charles Thomas Atkins
Sara Nell Bevill
Curtis L. Bray
Robert Edward Brown
David Scott Carter
Steven Wayne Casteel
George Robert Gary Jr.
Virginia Jones Holland
Embra Knox Jackson

Walter N. Leverette
David McCoy
Albert D. Mosley
Robert Elliott Rambo
Raymond James Rooney Jr.
Michael D. Sahler
Charles D. Simmons
Kathy Anne Vaughns
Ray Patrick Thompson

Deacon in Full Connection
Sherry Bryant Johnson

Associate Members
Finis P. Beauchamp
Melissa R. Crawford
Larry Lynn Pickering

Local Pastors
Gregory A. Forbus
Randall G. James
Preston Jones
Wilmer N. Dedeaux
Debbie Hughes
Willie Albert Kinslow
Early Michael Shelton
Elbert Lavon Smith

Service for the Ordering of Ministry

Celebrating Retirees

At the Service for the Ordering of Ministry, the Mississippi Conference Board of Ordained 

Ministry presents Bishop James E. Swanson Sr. those persons who have responded to the call 

of God to proclaim and live out the Gospel of Jesus Christ. We honor the following persons and 

their call to life and work in ordained ministry:

We celebrate the ministry of the men and women retiring 
this year, knowing that they will use their new-found 
free time in other ways to serve God and advance His 
kingdom. Well done!
Note: This List reflects those retiring as of June 2, 2022.

“Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, And before you 
were born I consecrated you; I have appointed you a prophet 
to the nations.” –  Jeremiah 1:5

2022     Ordinands & Retirees




