
Mississippi Conference  of the United Methodist Church

Monthly Newsletter
The Circuit Rider

Oc
tob

er
 20

22

What transcended into a worship experience began as a rehearsal 
for the world-renowned Mississippi Mass Choir, photo right. These 
ministers of music were preparing for their upcoming live album 
recording at the official rehearsal home of the Mississippi Mass Choir-
Anderson United Methodist Church in Jackson, Mississippi. The edifice 
of Anderson UMC is not just a venue. It is sacred space that enables 
the Mississippi Mass Choir to create an atmosphere to fulfill their 
mission to share the good news. Read more about how Anderson 
UMC has played a vital role in the Mississippi Mass Choir’s success. 

Anderson UMC, Official Rehearsal  
Home of Miss. Mass Choir

Jasmine Haynes, Communications Specialist

Matthew Johnson, Connectional Ministries  
and Communications Assistant

Many around the state, nation and world 
were rightly alarmed when they learned of 
the water crisis in Jackson. The thought of 
more than 180,000 people without access 

to one of life’s necessities could have been 
a cause for hopelessness, but the people of 
the Mississippi Conference of The United 
Methodist Church were determined to be a 
shining example of Godly hope for citizens in 
the state capitol.  [Read More]

UMC Continues Response to Water Crisis 
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UWF Annual Meeting Showcases Missionary Heart 
Matthew Johnson, Connectional Ministries  
and Communications Assistant

The Mississippi Conference United Women 
in Faith, UWF, gathered at St. Matthew’s 
United Methodist Church, September 30, for 
their annual meeting. This would be their 
first in-person conference since the pre-
pandemic year of 2019, and the first since 
their name rebranding. The gathering was also 

a celebration of the many years of missionary 
projects done by the organization. The UWF 
would also use this meeting to be a blessing 
to a community center near and dear to their 
hearts.  [Read More]

Parkway Hills UMC 
Volunteers get water.

Cecelia Davis, conf. UWF, Ilka Vega, national UWF, 
Kathleen Smith and Dale Barnes, conf. UWF, 
present water to Bethlehem Center director,  

Mattie Johnson on behalf of UWF.

Anderson UMC is sacred space that enables the 
Mississippi Mass Choir to create an atmosphere to fulfill 

their mission to share the good news.

https://www.mississippi-umc.org/newsdetail/anderson-umc-roots-relationships-and-official-rehearsal-home-of-miss-mass-choir-17101644
https://www.mississippi-umc.org/newsdetail/17096366
https://www.mississippi-umc.org/newsdetail/17096370


Is The UMC Really…? Part 2: Misinformation Regarding Human Sexuality

Ask The UMC, is answering an increasing number of questions from congregations wondering 
about the future of The United Methodist Church and whether they should consider disaffiliating 
from it. Among these have been some recurrent questions that reflect misperceptions or 
misinformation that some congregations are receiving as they are discerning their next steps. 
Part two will address misperception and misinformation regarding human sexuality. Click here to 
read part two of the series. Send your questions and input to AskTheUMC@umc.org.     

Scholarship Recipient Shares His Gratitude    

Too often, we donate to worthy causes and never see the outcome of our donation. Did 
our gift benefit anyone? Was anyone authentically helped? Was the recipient truly thankful? 
The answer here is “Yes!” Shelby Knighten relays with heartfelt gratitude an accounting of 
how his scholarship helped provide him with a unique experience enabling him to earn a 
master’s degree and enrich his Christian faith. Read Shelby’s thank you letter here. For more 
information on scholarships provided by the Methodist Foundation of Mississippi, click here.

United Methodist Student Day      

One of the major challenges students face is the lack of financial support to attain a college 
education. The United Methodist Student Day offering helps Methodist students accomplish 
their higher education goals. Observed this year on Sunday, November 27, United Methodist 
Student Day supports graduate and undergraduate students who are poised to become the next 
generation of leadership in the world and church. Last year, an offering of $272,159 was received. 
Your congregation can be the support a student needs as they prepare for a life of Christian 
service. For United Methodist Student Day resources and leader kit, click here. 

What Works: Fall Outreach Events     

The end of October presents a great opportunity for United Methodist Churches to connect 
with families and communities. Entertaining and engaging fall events provide fun for the whole 
family and allows people who are not part of the congregation to learn more about ministries 
their local churches provide. Brandon First United Methodist Church in Brandon and St. Paul 
United Methodist Church in Hattiesburg give advice on what helps make their fall events 
successful. Read more here.

#BeUMC: World-changing People of God      

As a denomination, we are committed to work for global health and countless other efforts, 
but none of us as individuals, or even as one local church, have the ability to accomplish so 
much by ourselves. Here in Mississippi, our core value of generosity aligns with the #BeUMC 
values of influence, connection and impact. Dr. Darlene Dotherow, member of Brandon First 
UMC in Brandon and East Jackson District Lay Leader, reflects on how even though she is here 
in Mississippi, she felt connected to making a difference in the lives of children and families 
on the other side of the globe when she was invited to be a part of the Imagine No Malaria 
initiative. Click here to hear why she continues to #BeUMC. 
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https://www.umc.org/en/content/ask-the-umc-is-the-umc-really-part-2
mailto:AskTheUMC%40umc.org?subject=
https://www.mississippi-umc.org/newsdetail/scholar-recipient-shares-his-gratitude-17087147
https://methodistfm.org/scholarships/
https://www.resourceumc.org/en/churchwide/umcgiving/special-sundays/united-methodist-student-day-sunday-pastor-and-leader-kit
https://www.mississippi-umc.org/newsdetail/what-works-fall-events-17087153
https://www.mississippi-umc.org/newsdetail/beumc-world-changing-people-of-god-17085644


Mississippi Conference News
Pastor Appreciation Month    

In October, churches celebrate pastors and clergy who watch over their souls. Established as 
a worldwide recognition time in 1992, the call to honor the contributions of pastoral leaders 
can be traced back to Paul, who advised congregations to give “double honor” to the elders 
who managed the affairs of the church. For tips on honoring clergy from director of spiritual 
leadership, Rev. Trey Harper, click here.  We’d like to know how you showed appreciation to your 
pastors and clergy email us at news@mississippi-umc.org. 

Mississippi Conference Trustees Disaffiliation Decision    

There is much concern around churches feeling rushed to pursue the exploration process to 
disaffiliate due to next year’s deadline to do so by December 31, 2023 as stated in the sunset 
clause of paragraph 2553 (disaffiliation of a local church over issue related to human sexuality) 
in The Book of Discipline. The Mississippi Conference Board of Trustees has created a new plan 
outlining a fair and equitable way for Mississippi churches to depart after the December 31, 2023, 
cut-off date, beginning January 1, 2024 and continuing to the last day of the 2025 Session of the 
Mississippi Annual Conference. Read more.   

Connection Conversations Webinar      

In response to the 2022 annual conference petition that was approved by the membership (page 
145, Call for Vital Relational Conversations Among the Leadership and Churches of the Mississippi 

Annual Conference), the Mississippi Conference Delegation hosted a webinar entitled, “Important 
Connection Conversations in the Mississippi Annual Conference.” To view the recording of the 
webinar, click here.

October District Realignment Task Force Update    

As reported during the 2022 Session of the Mississippi Annual Conference, the District 
Realignment Task Force prioritizes regularly updating the conference on findings, data and 
insights that come out of the task force’s meetings. Since August 2021, this group has met 
monthly to study and reflect upon the work of assessing the effectiveness of the current 
conference structure. The group envisions making its initial recommendations by November 30, 
2022, for consideration at the 2023 session of the annual conference next summer. Click here to 
read the task force’s full report. 

Mission Grants Available     

Looking to strengthen or start a ministry for which you have a vision but limited resources? 
Consider applying for the 2022 Connectional Ministries Mission Grants. These matching 
grants, available to United Methodist churches, typically range from $250 to $2,500 per project. 
Extraordinary applications for up to $5,000 will be considered. Online applications will be 
accepted until October 31, 2022. Click here to apply. Only applications submitted online will  
be considered.
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https://www.mississippi-umc.org/newsdetail/pastor-appreciation-month-17047175
mailto:news%40mississippi-umc.org?subject=
https://www.mississippi-umc.org/files/connectional+ministries/general+conferences+/called+special+session+of+the+general+conference/addendum+to+the+book+of+discipline+of+the+united+methodist+church%2c+2016.pdf
https://www.mississippi-umc.org/newsdetail/17095916
https://www.mississippi-umc.org/files/connectional+ministries/annual+conferences/2022+session+of+the+mississippi+annual+conference/2022+ac+documents/2022+pcj+composite+final+7-1.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bAnxw-ocOTA
https://www.mississippi-umc.org/newsdetail/17098333
https://mississippi-reg.brtapp.com/2022MissionGrantApplication


SAVE THE DATES
Southeastern Jurisdictional 
Conference – Nov. 2-4

The 2022 SEJ Conference is being held 
November 2-4 at the Lake Junaluska 
Conference and Retreat Center in North 
Carolina. This called session will elect 
bishops to serve episcopal vacancies in 
the Southeastern Jurisdiction. On Friday, 
November 4, bishops and their new resident 
area assignments will be announced including 
the new bishop for the Mississippi Episcopal 
Area. A link to the conference livestream will 
be available on the Miss. Conference website 
and social media. For more information on the 
SEJ Conference, click here. 

All Saints Sunday – Nov. 6

On All Saints Day, United Methodists publicly 
remember and honor those who have passed 
away. Celebrated on the first Sunday in 
November, many congregations light candles, 
ring bells of remembrance and call the names 
of those lost in the previous year as a way of 
honoring the impact their lives have had on us. 
For All Saints Sunday resources, click here. 

Sabbath Day Away – Nov. 11

Clergy have an opportunity for rest and 
reconnection at the Sabbath Day Away retreat 
Friday, November 11, at Camp Lake Stephens 
in Oxford. The cost is $20 which covers meal 
and retreat. There will be .5 CEUs available for 
those who attend. To register, click here.
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As a courtesy to the Mississippi Annual Conference, job announcements from across 
the United Methodist connection are featured in The Circuit Rider. To submit an 
employment notice, send an email to news@mississippi-umc.org. Postings are not 
guaranteed to appear more than once in Mississippi Conference publications. To read 
a description of job opening(s) listed below as well as other listing, click here.  

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES

• Associate Director for Disaster Response/UMVIM, Conference Office (Jackson, MS)

• Director of Admissions, New Brunswick Theological Seminary (New Brunswick, NJ)

• Administrative Manager, Coastal Virginia District of the Virginia Conference

• Associate Director of Children’s Ministry, Asbury UMC (Birmingham, AL)

• Children’s Director, First UMC (Demopolis, AL)

• Director of Finance and Operations, Oxford University UMC (Oxford, MS)

CARES AND 
CONCERNS
As you pause to pray this week, take 
time to ask for strength, peace and 
comfort for the families and friends of 
those listed below who have joined the 
Church Triumphant:

• We are deeply saddened to report the 
passing of Rev. James Harrison who 
died October 6.

• Remember the family of Rev. Larry 
White in your prayers. Rev. White 
passed away September 23.

 
Oct. Appointments/Status Changes
Church/District New Pastor Start Date
• Hebron (Wayne County) MER Dixie Holder-Cummings 9/1/2022
• Freeny/Sebastopol (EJA) David Joe Slaughter 10/16/2022
• Forest (EJA) John Ryan McGough 10/15/2022
• Fairfield; Mt. Zion (HAT) Paul Roller (co-pastor) 10/1/2022
• Fairfield: Mt. Zion (HAT) Rodger Wasson (co-pastor) 10/1/2022
• Belzoni: First (GWD) Austin Hoyle (co-pastor) 10/1/2022
• Belzoni: First (GWD) Josh Sheets (co-pastor) 10/1/2022
• Noxapater-Mt. Pisgah (STA) Paulette Buford-James 
  (DS oversight) 9/29/2022
• Falkner (NAL) Jeff Johnson 9/30/2022
• Univ. of Ark. Medical Sciences Jarod Saucedo 9/30/2022
• KY Conference (Crescent Hill UMC) Justin Kyle Ivy 9/11/2022
• Pearl: First (EJA) Connie Shelton (DS oversight) 10/16/2022
 

Offices Closed in Observance of 
Thanksgiving Holiday Nov. 24-25

The conference and episcopal offices will be 
closed Thursday and Friday, November 24 
and 25, in observation of Thanksgiving Day. 
The offices will re-open Monday, November 
28, at regular business hours.

Advent Resources - Nov. 27

The season of Advent, which comes from the 
Latin word adventus meaning “coming” or 
“visit,” begins four Sundays before Christmas 
and ends on Christmas Eve. During Advent, 
we prepare for, and anticipate, the coming 
of Christ. Click here for Advent outreach 
resources.

Giving Sunday: The Methodist 
Children’s Homes – Dec. 11

Sunday, December 11 is designated as 
a Special Sunday offering for Methodist 
Children’s Homes of Mississippi. Methodist 
Children’s Homes seeks to bring restoration 
to children and youth who have been 
neglected or abused and has cared for 
more than 11,000 children since it began in 
1896. For more information on how to give, 
click here. For information on Methodist 
Children’s Homes, click here.

https://www.sejumc.org/sej-conference-2022
https://www.resourceumc.org/en/content/ways-to-remember-the-lives-and-work-of-church-saints
https://mississippi-reg.brtapp.com/sabbathdayawaynovember22
mailto:news%40mississippi-umc.org?subject=
https://www.mississippi-umc.org/employmentopportunities
https://www.mississippi-umc.org/classifieddetail/associate-director-for-disaster-response-umvim-conference-office-jackson-ms-17092355
https://www.mississippi-umc.org/classifieddetail/director-of-admissions-new-brunswick-theological-seminary-new-brunswick-nj-17079259
https://www.mississippi-umc.org/classifieddetail/administrative-manager-coastal-virginia-district-of-the-virginia-conference-17071878
https://www.mississippi-umc.org/classifieddetail/associate-director-of-children-s-ministry-asbury-umc-birmingham-al-17071865
https://www.mississippi-umc.org/classifieddetail/childrens-director-first-umc-demopolis-al-17046987
https://www.mississippi-umc.org/classifieddetail/director-of-finance-and-operations-oxford-university-umc-oxford-ms-17020035
https://www.resourceumc.org/en/seasonal/advent
https://www.mchms.org/ways-to-give/donate-now/
https://www.mchms.org/

