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Rust College Hosts YTI Summer Program
Matthew Johnson, Connectional Ministries  
and Communications Assistant

This summer at Rust College youth will learn 
to keep God at the center of their life and all 
their future endeavors. Rust will host the Youth 
Theology Institute, a free summer program that 
provides high school juniors and seniors a space to 
grow and mature theologically. [Read More]

Swanson Honored on Miss. Senate Floor 
Jasmine Haynes,  
Communications Specialist

Episcopal leader Bishop James E. 
Swanson Sr., became the recipient 
of Senate Resolution 22 Tuesday, 
February 22, 2022. The resolution 
commended Swanson’s tenure as 
the resident bishop of the Mississippi 
Conference. [Read More]

Answering the Call
C e l e b r a t i n g  W o m e n ’ s  H i s t o r y  M o n t h :

 Photo right: Rev. Ruth Wood, first woman ordained by the Methodist Church in Miss., gives a stole to the first woman ordained during ordination at the 2016 
Session of The Mississippi Annual Conference—Rev. Paulette Buford-James. Photo courtesy of Greg Campbell Photography

Left to right: Sen. Bart Williams, Bishop James E. Swanson 
Sr. and Lt. Gov. Delbert Hosemann; Photo courtesy of 
Arnold Lindsay, Mississippi Senate Press Secretary

Students from YTI participate in worship. 
Photo courtesy of Rev. Sapada Thomas

Editor’s Note:

As the war in Ukraine continues, we 
remember our connectional brothers 
and sisters in Ukraine and Russia 
who are praying for protection, 
reconciliation and peace. We also 
pray for Bishop Eduard Khegay, who 
is bishop of both Russia and Ukraine. 
Bishop Khegay, photo below, right, set 
aside some time to answers questions 
from Rev. Dr. Fred Vanderwert, photo 
below, left, the Southern Prairie District 
Superintendent in the Minnesota 
Annual Conference who also spent 
eight years as a missionary in Ukraine. 
Click here to watch his interview.”

Matthew Johnson, Connectional Ministries and Communications Assistant

In 1958, two years after the General 
Conference had given full clergy rights to 
women, Rev. Ruth Wood simply answered 
the call of God and became the first woman 
ordained by the Methodist Church in 
Mississippi. Today, many vital roles in the 
life of the local church and the conference 
are filled by women, who in following in the

trailblazing path of Rev. Wood, are simply 
answering the call of God in their lives.

Rev. Victoria Baldwin is the district 
superintendent for the Hattiesburg 
District. As a young pastor she witnessed 
that some congregations were not 
receptive to a female pastor. [Read More]

https://www.mississippi-umc.org/newsdetail/16392748
https://www.mississippi-umc.org/newsdetail/bishop-swanson-honored-on-miss-state-senate-floor-16378578
https://vimeo.com/683935963
https://www.mississippi-umc.org/newsdetail/16392746


Apply Now for College, Grad School and Seminary Scholarships  

The Methodist Foundation of Mississippi’s scholarship season for the 2022-2023 school year 
is almost over! United Methodist undergraduate, graduate and seminary students can view 
eligibility and apply online on the foundation website at https://methodistfm.org/scholarships/. 
The deadline to apply is April 1. Please share in your worship services and small groups about 
these opportunities. If you know someone who is interested in starting a scholarship endowment 
or trust, contact John Branning at john@methodistfm.org. 

Easter Resources 

The Easter Season is the most joyous and celebrative season of the Christian year. We celebrate 
the good news that in Christ’s death and resurrection we, and all creation, are continually being 
made new by God’s love and saving grace. Here you will find more information on this joyous 
season as well as some creative ideas for encouraging your members to deepen their own 
spiritual journeys and for reaching out to your community to share this season’s message of love, 
hope and transformation. To see available resources, click here. 

UMCOR Sunday  

United Methodist Committee on Relief, UMCOR, Sunday is March 27. United Methodists 
and others wishing to provide humanitarian assistance to the Ukrainian people in the wake 
of the Russian invasion of their country may contribute to Advance #982450-Ukraine, UMCOR 
International Disaster Response and Recovery. This fund will provide direct assistance to those 
in Ukraine as well as assistance to Ukrainians fleeing to neighboring countries. Click here to give 
and click here for the UMCOR Sunday leader kit. 

Mission Volunteer Opportunities Available  

Mission Volunteers are individuals or couples ages 18 and up who seek long-term partnerships 
with communities around the world and fund themselves. Mission Volunteer opportunities are 
diverse and range from working with refugees, children and youth to serving as a teacher, pastor, 
camp director or health care professional. Volunteers must commit to a three-day training before 
leaving for their placement site. For further information or to apply for the Mission Volunteer 
program, click here. Photo (left) courtesy of GEGull.

Methodist Rehab: Flowood Clinic Launches Powerful Prosthetic Knee   

Ever since he lost his right leg at hip level, Michael Savage has embraced every breakthrough 
in the field of prosthetic limbs. Thanks to Methodist Orthotics and Prosthetics in Flowood, he 
received the first Ossur Next Generation Power Knee to be fitted and delivered in Mississippi as 
part of a global launch of the prosthetic knee. Savage praised its one-of-a-kind, built-in motor. 
[Read More]
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Editor’s Note: In the first week of March, the General Commission on General Conference announced that the 2020 General Conference cannot 
be held in 2022 due to COVID-related and governmental policies/ constraints. Click here to view the release in its entirety, along with Bishop 
Swanson’s response. 

mailto:john%40methodistfm.org?subject=
https://www.resourceumc.org/en/seasonal/easter
https://umcmission.org/umcor/ukraine/
https://www.resourceumc.org/en/churchwide/umcgiving/special-sundays/umcor-sunday-pastor-and-leader-kit
https://umcmission.org/mission-volunteers/?mkt_tok=MDc4LUpYUS02NDMAAAGCrdKG9JZF6356WD7RgeNPY-GLKuSeZBBbG5RuASI4ej7AaTc7yfRAK9p2ITAFZol98qMK8bStEAPL7VO2M60xyE3IKYTTzpI870kem1TqNsYWrrI
https://www.mississippi-umc.org/newsdetail/flowood-clinic-joins-global-launch-of-powerful-prosthetic-knee-16388497
https://umcmission.org/umcor/ukraine/
https://www.mississippi-umc.org/newsdetail/commission-makes-decision-on-general-conference-16384702


2022 AC Session App Launch 

We’re excited to announce that the 2022 Session of the Mississippi Annual Conference 
Guidebook app is now live. Get the app to access the most up-to-date information about our 
event including hotels, awards, maps and much more. Android and iOS users can watch a 
video on downloading the app here. Those without smartphones or who prefer to use the 
website can find all the information on the app here.

Upcoming Disaster ERT Trainings  

Register now for upcoming early response team, ERT, training. Certified ERTs respond to 
disasters in the days after they happen and provide a caring Christian presence in the aftermath 
of a disaster. The training will be held in Jackson and Gulfport. There is a registration fee of $30 
that cover a manual, lunch, background check and leader expenses. For more information on the 
trainings or to register click here. 

Spiritual Wellness Retreat 

Clergy in need of a day of rest, revival and relationship are invited to an overnight Spiritual 
Wellness Retreats at Camp Lake Stephens and Camp Wesley Pines. The retreats will be March 
31 to April 1, and September 15 through 16. Participants will spend a 24-hour period in prayer, 
rest and reflection. The cost is $100 and includes lunch, dinner and breakfast. One CEU is also 
available, and if you are required to participate in the eight-year assessment this year, this will 
fulfill that requirement. To allow for Sabbath space, we are limiting each event to 45 participants. 
To register for the March retreat, click here. To register for the September retreat, click here. 

Emma K. Elzy Award Nominations Now Open 

The Mississippi Conference Commission on Religion and Race is currently receiving 
nominations for the Emma K. Elzy Award for outstanding achievement in race relations. The 
Elzy Award encourages reconciliation by honoring an individual, group or institution that has 
shown outstanding achievement in race relations in the state of Mississippi. This award is given 
in honor of Emma Elzy, an outstanding laywoman who went beyond the norm to bring unity 
and inclusiveness to the body of Christ. The deadline for nominations is May 15. Click here 
for nomination form. 

Conference Treasurer’s Notes 

From Ash Wednesday to annual statistics reports, this is a busy season for the church in 
worship and reflection as well as in the ministry of administration. Conference treasurer, David 
Stotts shares updates on payroll reports, information for moving and retiring pastors, local 
church budgeting and more. Click here to read his notes.
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FX5j2k9fxSI
https://guidebook.com/g/#/guides/szru0rtedghrgh1/details
https://www.mississippi-umc.org/newsdetail/upcoming-disaster-response-ert-trainings-16374849
https://mississippi-reg.brtapp.com/spiritualwellnessretreat
https://mississippi-reg.brtapp.com/spiritualwellnessretreat71
https://www.mississippi-umc.org/files/connectional+ministries/annual+conferences/2022+session+of+the+mississippi+annual+conference/2022+ac+documents/2022%2bemma%2bk.%2belzy%2baward%2bapplication.pdf
https://www.mississippi-umc.org/newsdetail/conference-treasurers-notes-march-2022-16393418


[Re]Mission A Church for the Future 
(Fresh Expressions) – Mar. 30-Apr. 1
(Re)mission: A Church for the Future, A Future 
for the Church is an in-person conference 
for church leaders looking to adapt to 
the upheaval of the previous two years. 
Participants will gather with fellow sojourners, 
discover new opportunities for congregations, 
consider how to navigate ongoing changes 
and renew a call to lead churches to join 
God’s mission today. The practice of (Re)
Mission will pave the way to the Church for 
the future and a future for the Church. Click 
here to register.

Black Methodist for Church Renewal 
General Meeting – Apr. 28-May 1 
Black Methodist for Church Renewal will 
be hosting their 55th general meeting in 
Cincinnati, Ohio Thursday, April 28 to 
Monday, May 1. Those interested can 
join in person or by live stream. For more 
information and to apply click here.

Native American Ministries Sunday 
– May 1
Native American Ministries Sunday is one 
of six church-wide Special Sundays with 
offerings of The United Methodist Church. 
Native American Ministries Sunday serves to 
remind United Methodists of the gifts and 
contributions made by Native Americans to 
our society. The special offering supports 
Native American outreach within annual 
conferences and across the United States and 
provides seminary scholarships for Native 
Americans. For more information and to 
donate, click here. This pastor and leader’s 
kit provides a full package of ready to use 
resources to help your church celebrate 
Native American Sunday.

United Methodist Women Assembly 
– May 20-22
Assembly 2022 takes place May 20-22 in 
Orlando, Florida. You don’t want to miss this 
historic Assembly celebrating a new journey 
for United Methodist Women that will be 
talked about for generations to come. You 

can attend in person or online. Registration 
is open until April 11. To register click here.

Sabbath Day Away – June 17
The Mississippi Conference Office of Spiritual 
Leadership and other Mississippi Conference 
offices are making clergy wellness a priority 
by intentionally creating opportunities for 
clergy to stop, reflect, rest and revive. There 
will be a “Sabbath Day Away” event held at 
Seashore Assembly Friday, June 17. The 
cost is $20 and covers small group time and 
lunch. Half a CEU is available for those who 
participate. Click here to register.  
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SAVE THE DATES

As a courtesy to the Mississippi Annual Conference, job announcements from across 
the United Methodist connection are featured in The Circuit Rider. To submit an 
employment notice, send an email to news@mississippi-umc.org. Postings are not 
guaranteed to appear more than once in Mississippi Conference publications. To read 
a description of job opening(s) listed below as well as other listing, click here.  

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES

• Crawford Street United Methodist is 
seeking a full-time Director of Music 
Ministry

• First United Methodist Church of 
Panama City seeks a Director of Student 
Ministries

• Minister to Youth and Children (Life 
Community Church in Eustis, FL,)

• Content Editor – Michigan Conference 
UMC

• Executive Director Wesley Foundation 
Campus Ministries

• Director of Children & Youth Ministries 
(Palm Coast United Methodist Church)

• Director of Music, Arts and Worship 
(Pulaski Heights United Methodist 
Church)

• Pulaski Heights United Methodist 
Church is seeking an Associate Director 
of Music/ Organist

• Bookkeeper of First United Methodist 
Church of Clinton, MS

• Director of Music and Worship Arts. 
(Trinity United Methodist Church)

• Director of Youth Ministries (Trinity 
United Methodist Church / Gulfport, 
MS)

As you pause to pray this week, take 
time to ask for strength, peace and 
comfort for the families and friends of 
those listed below who have joined the 
Church Triumphant:

• It is with heavy hearts we share that 
Rev. Douglass Hooks passed away 
March 5. Rev. Hooks is survived by his 
wife Judy.

• With great sadness we announce 
the passing of Rev. Sukumari “Sue” 
Michael on Feb 25. Please keep her 
family and friends in your prayers.

• We extend our love and sympathy to 
the family of Rosemary McIntosh who 
passed away February 23. Rosemary 
was married for 72 years to Rev. David 
McIntosh.

• We are deeply saddened to report the 
passing of Mrs. Lena Mae Harrell who 
died on February 17. Mrs. Harrell was 
the wife of Rev. Arnell Harrell. Please 
cover their family in your prayers.

• Please remember the family of 
Dorothy Geraldine Long Reiff in your 
prayers. Mrs. Reiff, the wife of the late 
Rev. Lee Reiff, passed away February 
13 in Abingdon, Virginia.

CARES AND 
CONCERNS

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/remissiona-church-for-the-future-a-future-for-the-church-tickets-67103346917
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/remissiona-church-for-the-future-a-future-for-the-church-tickets-67103346917
https://files.constantcontact.com/9527d75f001/46ebd441-9785-4c13-bb7e-54cf0f49a82f.pdf
https://www.mississippi-umc.org/eventdetail/14001540?month=5&year=2022&day=1&display=m
https://www.resourceumc.org/en/churchwide/umcgiving/special-sundays/native-american-ministries-pastor-and-leader-kit
https://www.resourceumc.org/en/churchwide/umcgiving/special-sundays/native-american-ministries-pastor-and-leader-kit
https://assembly2022.org/
https://mississippi-reg.brtapp.com/sabbathdayawayjune22
mailto:news%40mississippi-umc.org?subject=
https://www.mississippi-umc.org/employmentopportunities
https://www.mississippi-umc.org/classifieddetail/crawford-street-united-methodist-is-seeking-a-full-time-director-of-music-ministry-16388425
https://www.mississippi-umc.org/classifieddetail/crawford-street-united-methodist-is-seeking-a-full-time-director-of-music-ministry-16388425
https://www.mississippi-umc.org/classifieddetail/crawford-street-united-methodist-is-seeking-a-full-time-director-of-music-ministry-16388425
https://www.mississippi-umc.org/classifieddetail/first-united-methodist-church-of-panama-city-seeks-a-director-of-student-ministries-16388066
https://www.mississippi-umc.org/classifieddetail/first-united-methodist-church-of-panama-city-seeks-a-director-of-student-ministries-16388066
https://www.mississippi-umc.org/classifieddetail/first-united-methodist-church-of-panama-city-seeks-a-director-of-student-ministries-16388066
https://www.mississippi-umc.org/classifieddetail/minister-to-youth-and-children-life-community-church-in-eustis-fl-16385980
https://www.mississippi-umc.org/classifieddetail/minister-to-youth-and-children-life-community-church-in-eustis-fl-16385980
https://www.mississippi-umc.org/classifieddetail/content-editor-michigan-conference-umc-16384095
https://www.mississippi-umc.org/classifieddetail/content-editor-michigan-conference-umc-16384095
https://www.mississippi-umc.org/classifieddetail/executive-director-wesley-foundation-campus-ministries-16383854
https://www.mississippi-umc.org/classifieddetail/executive-director-wesley-foundation-campus-ministries-16383854
https://www.mississippi-umc.org/classifieddetail/director-of-children-youth-ministries-palm-coast-united-methodist-church-16379615
https://www.mississippi-umc.org/classifieddetail/director-of-children-youth-ministries-palm-coast-united-methodist-church-16379615
https://www.mississippi-umc.org/classifieddetail/director-of-music-arts-and-worship-pulaski-heights-united-methodist-church-16374503
https://www.mississippi-umc.org/classifieddetail/director-of-music-arts-and-worship-pulaski-heights-united-methodist-church-16374503
https://www.mississippi-umc.org/classifieddetail/director-of-music-arts-and-worship-pulaski-heights-united-methodist-church-16374503
https://www.mississippi-umc.org/classifieddetail/pulaski-heights-united-methodist-church-is-seeking-an-associate-director-of-music-organist-16374509
https://www.mississippi-umc.org/classifieddetail/pulaski-heights-united-methodist-church-is-seeking-an-associate-director-of-music-organist-16374509
https://www.mississippi-umc.org/classifieddetail/pulaski-heights-united-methodist-church-is-seeking-an-associate-director-of-music-organist-16374509
https://www.mississippi-umc.org/classifieddetail/bookkeeper-of-first-united-methodist-church-of-clinton-ms-16348685
https://www.mississippi-umc.org/classifieddetail/bookkeeper-of-first-united-methodist-church-of-clinton-ms-16348685
https://www.mississippi-umc.org/classifieddetail/director-of-music-and-worship-arts-trinity-united-methodist-church-16331620
https://www.mississippi-umc.org/classifieddetail/director-of-music-and-worship-arts-trinity-united-methodist-church-16331620
https://www.mississippi-umc.org/classifieddetail/director-of-youth-ministries-trinity-united-methodist-church-gulfport-ms-16272008
https://www.mississippi-umc.org/classifieddetail/director-of-youth-ministries-trinity-united-methodist-church-gulfport-ms-16272008
https://www.mississippi-umc.org/classifieddetail/director-of-youth-ministries-trinity-united-methodist-church-gulfport-ms-16272008

