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Bishop Swanson Reconsecrates  
Church Renamed in His Honor

Seashore Nicaraguan Covenant 
Changes Lives for Many
Matthew Johnson, Connectional Ministries and Communications Assistant

In 2006, Rev. David Newton, pastor at Grace United Methodist Church in Lucedale, 
joined his district superintendent at the time, Rev. Bill McAlilly, on a trip to 
Nicaragua. Their goal was to foster a mutually beneficial covenant between the 
leaders of the Nicaraguan Methodist Church and the Seashore district.  [Read More] 

Bishop James E. Swanson Sr., some of the cabinet and a few lay and clergy 
from the Greenwood District gathered in December for a service of relocation, 
renaming and reconsecration of what is now Swanson United Methodist Church. 
Due to COVID protocols, only a few representatives from the former Glendora 
and Barwick United Methodist churches were there to celebrate their cooperative 
ministry, acknowledge Swanson UMC’s roots and discuss the vision for its future. 
Sykes Sturdivant, a member from the former Glendora UMC, reflected on special 
moments there as he handed the deed over to the newly renamed congregation.

“When I see the yard and the building—the whole thing just looks great,” said 
Sturdivant. “This is where I was baptized—this is my home, so you might see me 
every now and then.”  [Read More]

Book of Resolutions Statement on MLK Day
Matthew Johnson, Connectional Ministries and Communications Assistant

The prophetic witness of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. for justice and peace embodies 
the spirit of the Social Creed, the Social Principles of The United Methodist Church 
and the inclusiveness of our denomination. His words continue to inspire and guide 
our commitment to the whole Gospel. Click here to read the “Book of Resolutions” 
statement on MLK Day. As you plan for next year’s observance,  click here for resources 
for MLK day.

https://www.mississippi-umc.org/newsdetail/15855036
https://www.mississippi-umc.org/newsdetail/bishop-swanson-reconsecrates-church-renamed-in-his-honor-15855210
https://www.umc.org/en/content/book-of-resolutions-martin-luther-king-jr-day
https://www.resourceumc.org/en/content/ways-for-churches-to-celebrate-martin-luther-king-day


Apply Now for College, Grad School and Seminary Scholarships

The Methodist Foundation of Mississippi has opened scholarship applications for the 2022-
2023 school year. United Methodist undergraduate, graduate and seminary students can view 
eligibility and apply online on the Foundation website at methodistfm.org/scholarships.  
The deadline to apply is April 1!  Please share in your worship services and small groups about 
these opportunities.

Gammon Theological Seminary Leadership Intensives – Jan. 25 - Feb. 25

Gammon Theological Seminary is hosting virtual Leadership Intensives. The Intensives are 
designed to address the “pain points” of pastors and church leaders with churches that averaged 
100 members or less before the pandemic and are still charged with leading through the 
pandemic. For more information and to register click here.

Black History Month Resources

February is Black History Month, a time to celebrate the African American history and culture. 
Click here for ideas to recognize Black history and culture in February and throughout the year.

Resources For the Lenten Season

Lent is a time of repentance, fasting and preparation for the coming of Easter. It is a time of self-
examination and reflection. Click here to find helpful resources to use during your observation of 
the Lenten season.

Mission and Ministry Grants Available

Mission and ministry grants are now available from The Foundation for Evangelism, The United 
Methodist Appalachian Ministry Network and Racial Ethnic Local Church Concerns. To read grant 
guidelines and to apply click here. 
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https://methodistfm.org/scholarships/?fbclid=IwAR1Ijzroy9220YYTzqJ7-URyF6sEvCd8gGCmdTx1lug5jbsVyu_nCOJH9XA
https://gammon-itc.org/celebrate/
https://www.resourceumc.org/en/content/feb-07-5th-sunday-after-epiphany-black-history-month-february
https://www.resourceumc.org/en/seasonal/lent
https://www.mississippi-umc.org/missionandministry


Do You Want to Get Well? Webinar Series

The fourth webinar in the Do You Want to Get Well? Series will be Monday, January 24 
beginning at 1:00 p.m. Rev. Trey Harper, director of spiritual leadership, will be discussing 
“Sabbath: Finding, Creating and Celebrating Rest.” Clergy that register and attend live will 
receive .2 CEUs. For more information and to register click here. 

Mississippi Annual Conference Festival of Preaching  

Clergy and laity are invited to attend the Mississippi Annual Conference Festival of Preaching. The 
event will be February 10-11, 2022, at St. Mark’s United Methodist Church. Bishop Sharma Lewis 
of the Virginia Conference will be the keynote speaker. Guests can attend in-person or online.  
In-person attendees will receive 1.5 CEUs and online attendees will receive .5 CEUs. For 
more information and to register click here.  

The Gathering 2022

After a two-year hiatus, The Gathering is back. Join United Methodist youth from across 
Mississippi February 25-26, at Christ United Methodist Church, in Jackson, for the biggest Jesus 
party of the year. This year’s theme is Reunion. Click here for more information and to register. 

Conference Treasurer’s Notes

The administry department (ministry of administration) has been busy closing out one year 
and moving into another one. Click here for helpful information from the treasurer and 
director of administry, David Stotts, that will help your church transition into a new year, and 
information on the Boy Scouts of America settlement.

2022 Winter Mission Academy

United Methodist Volunteers in Mission (UMVIM) will be hosting 2022 Winter Mission Academy 
January 31-February 5. Guests can attend six sessions on different ways to engage in mission. 
All session will be offered on Zoom. For more information and to register click here.
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https://zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_ojPUhDFtQEiUzmGSy0LMHg
https://www.mississippi-umc.org/newsdetail/15848655
https://www.mississippi-umc.org/generalregistration
https://www.mississippi-umc.org/newsdetail/conference-treasurers-notes-15849918
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSe6vWa9ckoRsfrgx1iijApyXGt1xtDTSfZ3N7wxycGowF63Aw/viewform


US-2 Track Application Open for 
Young Adults
The US-2 Track is open for young adults 
between the ages of 20 and 30 who have 
a desire to advocate for change. The US-2 
Track sends young people across the country 
to form meaningful bonds and better 
understand the needs of local communities. 
For more information and to apply click here. 

Women’s History Month – Mar. 1-31 
In March we celebrate Women’s History 
Month and acknowledge the vital role women 
play in the life of the church. For ideas on 
recognizing Women’s History Month click 
here.

UMCOR Sunday – Mar. 27
The UMCOR Sunday offering is collected 
on the fourth Sunday in Lent and provides 
major support for immediate assistance 
in the wake of natural and human-caused 
disasters and helps support ongoing 
ministries of food, shelter, health and peace. 
This offering underwrites UMCOR’s “costs of 

doing business,” allowing UMCOR to keep 
the promise that 100 percent of any gift to a 
specific UMCOR project will go toward that 
project, not administrative costs. Click here 
for UMCOR Sunday leader kit.

United Methodist Women Assembly 
– May 20-22
Assembly 2022 takes place May 20-22 in 
Orlando, Florida. You don’t want to miss this 
historic Assembly celebrating a new journey 
for United Methodist Women that will be 
talked about for generations to come. You 
can attend in person or online. Registration is 
open until April 11. To register click here.

2022 Annual Conference Session 
Dates – July 13 - July 15
The 2022 Session of the Mississippi Annual 
Conference will begin Wednesday, July 13 
and conclude Friday, July 15, and will be 
held at the BancorpSouth Arena located 
at 375 E. Main Street in Tupelo. Saturday, 
July 16 will include a worship service and 
a recognition of Bishop James E. Swanson 
Sr. and the episcopal family, followed by a 
reception. Ordination will take place July 13 
at 7:00 p.m. at the BancorpSouth Arena. The 
clergy session will be held online on June 9 
from 9:00 a.m. to noon.

While the 2021 session was all virtual, this 
year we are planning an in-person conference 
so that the bishop, clergy and lay can come 
together to fellowship and conduct the 
business of the conference. These plans are 
subject to change as we continue to monitor 
the status of the coronavirus pandemic.
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SAVE THE DATES

As a courtesy to the Mississippi Annual Conference, job announcements from across 
the United Methodist connection are featured in The Circuit Rider. To submit an 
employment notice, send an email to news@mississippi-umc.org. Postings are not 
guaranteed to appear more than once in Mississippi Conference publications. To read 
a description of job opening(s) listed below as well as other listing, click here.  

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES

• Children’s Choir Coordinator
• Director of Music Ministries
• Human Resources Manager
• Part-time Director of Music
• Director of Family Life Ministries
• Director of Traditional Music and Liturgy
• Director of Youth & Children’s Ministries
• The Director of Children’s and Youth 

Ministry

• Director of Children and Youth 
Ministries

• Director of Children & Family Ministry
• Youth Minister
• Seeking a full-time, experienced, 

and creative Director of Ministries to 
Children and Families

As you pause to pray this week, take 
time to ask for strength, peace and 
comfort for the families and friends of 
those listed below who have joined the 
Church Triumphant:

• We regret to inform you that Rev. Billy 
Owen passed away January 17. Please 
keep his wife, Renelda Owen, family 
and friends in your prayers.

• It is with heavy hearts that we share 
with you that Rev. Glenn Parks 
entered glory Thursday, January 13. 
Please keep his wife, Mary Parks, and 
their family in your prayers.

• With great sadness, we announce the 
passing of retired elder, W.D. Pigott. 
He passed away January 12.

• Please remember in prayer, the family, 
and friends of Rev. Elvina Barnes who 
passed away December 29, 2021.

• Please keep in prayer the family and 
friends of Rev. Dr. Jack B. King. He 
died December 28, 2021, in Lake 
Junaluska, North Carolina.

• With great sadness and heartfelt 
sympathy, we announce the passing 
of Mrs. Betty Gunn. The wife of the 
late Rev. Jimmie E. Gunn, Mrs. Gunn, 
passed away December 13, 2021.

• It is with heavy hearts we share  
Mrs. Vicki Fair, wife of Rev. Lynn Fair, 
passed away December 1, 2021.  
Please keep Rev. Fair and his family in 
your prayers.

CARES AND 
CONCERNS

https://umcmission.org/become-a-fellow/
https://www.resourceumc.org/en/content/march-13-world-service-fund-womens-history-month-2016
https://www.resourceumc.org/en/content/march-13-world-service-fund-womens-history-month-2016
https://www.resourceumc.org/en/content/2021-umcor-sunday-email-copy-1
https://assembly2022.org
mailto:news%40mississippi-umc.org?subject=
https://www.mississippi-umc.org/employmentopportunities
https://www.mississippi-umc.org/classifieddetail/children-s-choir-coordinator-dauphin-way-united-methodist-church-15854902
https://www.mississippi-umc.org/classifieddetail/director-of-music-ministries-first-united-methodist-church-panama-city-fl-15850497
https://www.mississippi-umc.org/classifieddetail/human-resources-manager-florida-conference-15849391
https://www.mississippi-umc.org/classifieddetail/part-time-director-of-music-vicksburg-ms-15848646
https://www.mississippi-umc.org/classifieddetail/director-of-family-life-ministries-plantation-umc-15848325
https://www.mississippi-umc.org/classifieddetail/director-of-traditional-music-and-liturgy-15847876
https://www.mississippi-umc.org/classifieddetail/director-of-youth-children-s-ministries-st-john-s-umc-15846949
https://www.mississippi-umc.org/classifieddetail/the-director-of-children-s-and-youth-ministry-oak-ridge-presbyterian-15844446
https://www.mississippi-umc.org/classifieddetail/the-director-of-children-s-and-youth-ministry-oak-ridge-presbyterian-15844446
https://www.mississippi-umc.org/classifieddetail/director-of-children-and-youth-ministries-madison-florida-15839403
https://www.mississippi-umc.org/classifieddetail/director-of-children-and-youth-ministries-madison-florida-15839403
https://www.mississippi-umc.org/classifieddetail/director-of-children-family-ministry-clearwater-fl-15836036
https://www.mississippi-umc.org/classifieddetail/youth-minister-magee-first-umc-15834976
https://www.mississippi-umc.org/classifieddetail/seeking-a-full-time-experienced-and-creative-director-of-ministries-to-children-and-families-15775108
https://www.mississippi-umc.org/classifieddetail/seeking-a-full-time-experienced-and-creative-director-of-ministries-to-children-and-families-15775108
https://www.mississippi-umc.org/classifieddetail/seeking-a-full-time-experienced-and-creative-director-of-ministries-to-children-and-families-15775108

