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Safe Sanctuaries 
Training Creates  
Safe Environment 
for The Most 
Vulnerable
By Matthew Johnson, 
Connectional Ministries and 
Communications Assistant

For more than 20 years, the 
Mississippi United Methodist 
Conference has required Safe 
Sanctuaries policies for all churches. Safe 
Sanctuaries, from The United Methodist 
Church, is an effort to create a safe 
environment within our community of 
faith and is required for everyone who 
participates in ministry with children/
youth and vulnerable adults. The trainings 

instruct staff and volunteers 
to be observant and protect 
the most vulnerable in our 

congregations so that they 
may participate in fellowship 

freely and securely.

“All of us on staff take Safe Sanctuaries 
training,” said Rev. Kevin Clyde pastor at 
Crawford Street United Methodist Church 
in Vicksburg. “Anyone working in our 
preschool, doing children’s ministry or 
with vacation Bible school are required to 
take it.”  [Read More]

By Matthew Johnson, 
Connectional Ministries and 
Communications Assistant

After a two-year absence 
we are excited to report The 
Gathering is back. Youth from 
across the connection will gather 
the weekend of February 25 at 
Christ United Methodist Church 
in Jackson for the biggest Jesus 
party of the year.

“We are so excited to have the opportunity to rejoin all the student 
ministries from around the conference,” said Mike Howington, 

Mississippi Conference Youth and 
Family Ministries Coordinator. 
“Nice to bring all these churches 
back together for a celebration of 
the Kingdom.” 

In the spirit of being back together the theme this year is Reunion, and 
all the artists coming this year are Gathering alumni.  [Read More]

The Gathering is Back!

The Gathering 2020
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Making  
the Connections: 
Mississippi and 
Methodist Black 
History
By Matthew Johnson, Connectional 
Ministries and Communications Assistant

Historically 
Black Gammon 
Theological 
Seminary, in Atlanta, 
Georgia, was 
founded in 1883 
by the Methodist 
Episcopal Church. 
Throughout 

its history, Gammon has prepared black 
Methodist clergy to be leaders at churches 
in Mississippi and across the United States. 
Today, Gammon is educating and preparing 
the next generation of black clergy to lead the 
modern church. [Read More]

Rev. Sandras Anderson

“We are so excited to have 
the opportunity to rejoin all 
the student ministries from 
around the conference.”

– Mike Howington

https://www.mississippi-umc.org/newsdetail/16334678
https://www.mississippi-umc.org/newsdetail/16332276
https://www.mississippi-umc.org/newsdetail/16338445
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Miss. Native New General Secretary for UMM 

Mississippi native Greg Arnold, of St. Paul United Methodist Church in Ocean Springs is answering 
“a burning call.” Arnold is the new top executive for the General Commission on United Methodist 
Men. He plans to extend the agency’s reach quickly by using his background in business and 
extensive work in men’s ministry to take the United Methodist Men to new heights. Read more 
about Arnold’s plans and background here. 

USM Wesley Celebrates Grand Opening of Equinox Coffee Shop 

What started as an idea to break the isolation caused by the pandemic has blossomed into a new 
way for students to connect. Students at the University of Southern Mississippi have a new place 
to buy coffee, build relationships and learn about Jesus. Equinox Coffee in now open inside of 
the Wesley Foundation on campus and is proving to be a popular location for students to stop by 
and get their morning cup of joe. [Read More]

Apply Now for College, Grad School and Seminary Scholarships 

The Methodist Foundation of Mississippi has opened scholarship applications for the 2022-
2023 school year. United Methodist undergraduate, graduate and seminary students can view 
eligibility and apply online on the foundation website at methodistfm.org/scholarships. The 
deadline to apply is April 1. Please share in your worship services and small groups about these 
opportunities. If you know someone who is interested in starting a scholarship endowment or 
trust, contact John Branning at john@methodistfm.org.  

Resources For the Lenten Season  

Lent is a time of repentance, fasting and preparation for the coming of Easter. It is a time of self-
examination and reflection. Click here to find devotionals, activities for families, inspiring stories 
and other helpful resources to use during your observation of the Lenten season.

Mission and Ministry Grants Available  

Mission and ministry grants are available to strengthen ministries and assist churches as they 
invite others into a relationship with Jesus Christ. The Foundation for Evangelism Equipping the 
Local Church Grant rewards churches offering an experiment or initiative that shares the Gospel 
and allows people to tell their faith stories. The United Methodist Appalachian Network Hunger 
and Poverty Grant awards projects that addresses causes and barriers related to hunger and 
poverty. Racial and Ethnic Local Church Concern is supporting projects that relate to one or more 
of the essential services provided by Discipleship Ministries. To read grant guidelines and apply, 
click here. 

Photo by Mike DuBose UM News
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https://www.umnews.org/en/news/changes-expansion-for-united-methodist-men?mkt_tok=MDc4LUpYUS02NDMAAAGCUT1LKwyYwpC8Ezi_7txKIX-93SXwziv1BemRAW2e_96hfcqNlrTOE7keRtosi5hzJh5uxEuRoWLqfmHSqtcZbX8_zCCcdpDeROiuwSAmAUh90Fk
https://www.mississippi-umc.org/newsdetail/16268844
https://methodistfm.org/scholarships/?fbclid=IwAR1Ijzroy9220YYTzqJ7-URyF6sEvCd8gGCmdTx1lug5jbsVyu_nCOJH9XAhttp://
mailto:john%40methodistfm.org?subject=
https://www.resourceumc.org/en/seasonal/lent
https://www.mississippi-umc.org/missionandministry


UMW Spiritual Growth Retreat 2022 

The United Methodist Women of the Mississippi Conference are hosting their annual Spiritual 
Growth Retreat Friday and Saturday March 18 and 19, at Camp Wesley Pines. The theme of 
this year’s retreat is “Faith + Works = Faith.” Rev. Tammy Carroll, pastor at Bellefontaine United 
Methodist Church in Mathison will be leading the retreat. Those who wish to participate 
must register by Feb. 28. For more information and to register, click here.

2022 Annual Conference Session Updates 

The 2022 Session of the Mississippi Annual Conference will begin Wednesday, July 13 and 
conclude Friday, July 15, and will be held at the BancorpSouth Arena located at 375 E. Main 
Street in Tupelo. Saturday, July 16 will include a worship service and a recognition of Bishop 
James E. Swanson Sr. and the episcopal family, followed by a reception. Ordination will take place 
July 13 at 7:00 p.m. at the BancorpSouth Arena. The clergy session will be held online on June 9 
from 9:00 a.m. to noon. The theme of this year’s annual conference is The Journey Continues 
Together. Click here for Tupelo hotel booking information. 

Conference Treasurer’s Notes

The year is beginning with many exciting financial updates. Conference treasurer, David Stotts, 
fills us in on the good news. In this month notes, Stotts provides an update on the success of 
mission shares, great news about conference-wide insurance premiums, conducting a local 
church audit and yearend tax information. Click here to read his notes. 

Mississippi Festival of Preaching

Bishop Sharma D. Lewis, from the Virginia Conference of The United Methodist Church, led the 
2022 Mississippi Conference Festival of Preaching. Brothers and sisters in ministry united for 
a time of reflection and renewal as they strengthened their prophetic voices and gifts. To see 
images from the event, click here.

Mississippi Conference Benevolence: Gulfside Assembly 

As we celebrate Black History Month, we highlight the heritage of Gulfside Assembly as the 
first place on the Gulf Coast where black people could gather and experience a Methodist 
camp meeting. For nearly 100 years Gulfside has engaged in the ministry of advocacy by 
inspiring people, churches and organizations to positively impact underserved communities, 
and training the next generation of multicultural advocates. Click here to watch a video about 
Gulfside’s history and mission.

District Training Videos Available  

Tis the season for installing and training new officers! The district training website is a one-stop 
shop connecting newly elected leadership to on-demand training and resources. The videos 
cover every aspect of church leadership from administry to Safe Sanctuaries. To view available 
training, click here.
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https://www.mississippi-umw.org/images/Spiritual_Growth_Retreat_2022_1_3.pdf
https://www.mississippi-umc.org/hotel-information
https://www.mississippi-umc.org/newsdetail/conference-treasurers-notes-february-16239279
https://www.flickr.com/photos/mississippi_umc/albums/72177720296594905
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bDF5nZMwDW8&list=PLhVXxJQ10kT5e-PwgDiHPyu19hGkhuRLT&index=12
https://www.mississippi-umc.org/districttraining


US-2 Track Application Open 
for Young Adults – Jan. 1 - Mar. 31 
The US-2 Track is open for young adults 
between the ages of 20 and 30 who have a 
desire to advocate for change. The US-2 Track 
sends young people across the country to 
form meaningful bonds and better understand 
the needs of local communities. For more 
information and to apply, click here.

Gammon Theological Seminary 
Leadership Intensives –  
Jan. 25 - Feb. 25
Gammon Theological Seminary is hosting 
virtual Leadership Intensives. The Intensives 
are designed to address the “pain points” of 
pastors and church leaders with churches that 
averaged 100 members or less before the 
pandemic and are still charged with leading 
through the pandemic. For more information 
and to register, click here. 

Women’s History Month – Mar. 1 - 31
In March we celebrate Women’s History Month 
and acknowledge the vital role women play in 
the life of the church. For ideas on recognizing 
Women’s History Month, click here.

Susanna Wesley Scholarship 
Available – Mar. 1 
Applications for the Susanna Wesley 
Scholarship are now open for all United 
Methodist Clergy Spouses interested in 
returning to college or a university. The 
scholarship application must be completed 
by March 1. Applications and guidelines 
are available here, or you may email: Rosia 
Jackson, sirjackson@msn.com. All Scholarship 
recipients will be notified in April. 

Black Methodist for Church Renewal 
General Meeting – Mar. 23 - 26
Black Methodist for Church Renewal will 
be hosting their 55th general meeting in 
Cincinnati, Ohio Wednesday, March 23 to 
Saturday, March 26. Those interested can 
join in person or by live stream. For more 
information and to apply, click here.

UMCOR Sunday – Mar. 27
United Methodist Committee on Relief, 
UMCOR, provides humanitarian relief when 
war, conflict or natural disaster disrupts 
life to such an extent that communities 
cannot recover on their own. This special 
offering underwrites UMCOR’s “costs of 

doing business.” This helps UMCOR to keep 
the promise that 100 percent of any gift to 
a specific UMCOR project will go toward 
that project, not administrative costs. For 
more information on UMCOR Sunday and 
information on sending donations, click here.

[Re]Mission A Church for the Future 
(Fresh Expressions) – Mar. 30 - Apr. 1
(Re)Mission: A Church for the Future, A Future 
for the Church is an in-person conference 
for church leaders looking to adapt to 
the upheaval of the previous two years. 
Participants will gather with fellow sojourners, 
discover new opportunities for congregations, 
consider how to navigate ongoing changes 
and renew our call to lead our churches to 
join God’s mission today. The practice of (Re)
Mission will pave the way to the Church for the 
future and a future for the Church. Click here 
to register. 
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SAVE THE DATES

As a courtesy to the Mississippi Annual Conference, job announcements from across 
the United Methodist connection are featured in The Circuit Rider. To submit an 
employment notice, send an email to news@mississippi-umc.org. Postings are not 
guaranteed to appear more than once in Mississippi Conference publications. To read 
a description of job opening(s) listed below as well as other listing, click here.  

• Associate Director of Lay Leadership
• Associate Director/CFO (Methodist Foundation of Mississippi)
• Director of Youth Ministries First UMC Auburndale, FL
• Campus Chaplain/Pastor (Epworth Children’s Home | Columbia, South Carolina)
• Director of Family Ministries (Marion UMC)
• The Woodlands Methodist Church (Director of Children’s Ministry)
• Children’s Choir Coordinator (Dauphin Way United Methodist Church)
• Director of Music Ministries (First United Methodist Church Panama City, Fl)
• Human Resources Manager (Florida Conference)

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES

As you pause to pray this week, take 
time to ask for strength, peace and 
comfort for the families and friends of 
those listed below who have joined the 
Church Triumphant:

• It is with heavy hearts that we share 
with you that Rev. Raiford “Ray” 
Wallace entered glory Friday, January 
28. Please keep his wife Gatha and his 
family in your prayers.

• We regret to inform you that Rev. 
Glenn Parks passed away Thursday, 
January 13. Please keep his wife, 
Mary Parks, and their family in your 
prayers.

• We are deeply saddened to report 
the passing of Rev. Phillip R. Smith 
January 1. Please remember his wife, 
Marie Smith, and his entire family in 
your prayers. 

CARES AND 
CONCERNS

https://umcmission.org/become-a-fellow/
https://gammon-itc.org/celebrate/
https://www.resourceumc.org/en/content/march-13-world-service-fund-womens-history-month-2016
https://clergyspouses.godaddysites.com/
mailto:sirjackson%40msn.com?subject=
https://files.constantcontact.com/9527d75f001/46ebd441-9785-4c13-bb7e-54cf0f49a82f.pdf
https://www.mississippi-umc.org/eventdetail/14001533?month=3&year=2022&day=1&display=m
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/remissiona-church-for-the-future-a-future-for-the-church-tickets-67103346917
mailto:news%40mississippi-umc.org?subject=
https://www.mississippi-umc.org/employmentopportunities
https://www.mississippi-umc.org/classifieddetail/16110387
https://www.mississippi-umc.org/classifieddetail/associate-director-cfo-methodist-foundation-of-mississippi-16230969
https://www.mississippi-umc.org/classifieddetail/director-of-youth-ministries-first-umc-auburndale-fl-16110264
https://www.mississippi-umc.org/classifieddetail/campus-chaplain-pastor-epworth-childrens-home-columbia-south-carolina-16060697
https://www.mississippi-umc.org/classifieddetail/director-of-family-ministries-marion-umc-16060559
https://www.mississippi-umc.org/classifieddetail/the-woodlands-methodist-church-director-of-children-s-ministry-15858592
https://www.mississippi-umc.org/classifieddetail/children-s-choir-coordinator-dauphin-way-united-methodist-church-15854902
https://www.mississippi-umc.org/classifieddetail/director-of-music-ministries-first-united-methodist-church-panama-city-fl-15850497
https://www.mississippi-umc.org/classifieddetail/human-resources-manager-florida-conference-15849391

