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Happy Thanksgiving from the Swansons
It is that time of year again! It doesn’t matter if it’s

your fifth thanksgiving or your 85th thanksgiving—all
hearts and minds, every year, are on the same thing—
the amazing aromas that will soon fill our homes, and
the family and friends who fill our hearts. This is the
Swansons’ 10th Thanksgiving with the Mississippi
Conference, and they wanted to share their hearts and
memories from over the years. Click here to watch the
Swansons’ Thanksgiving message to the Mississippi
Conference. You can also click here to download the
video and share with your congregations.
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Disaster Grant Aids Thousands in Recovery
Two years ago, we announced that the
Mississippi Conference was the recipient
of a two-year, $3 million grant from the
United Methodist Committee on Relief
(UMCOR) to help the conference set
up two recovery regions that included

UMCOR volunteers put
a tarp in place.

Camps Host Confirmation Retreats
Matthew Johnson, Connectional Ministries and Communications Assistant
Confirmation is an important moment
in the life of United Methodist youth.
It is the first time baptized Christian
youth profess their intention to live
up to the vows of the baptismal and
membership covenant and become
a professing member of a local
congregation. Camp Lake Stephens,
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16 of the hardest hit counties in the
conference. As the grants monies
and specified time of service comes
to a close, the two regional recovery
managers share what’s been done
thanks to your generosity, and where
more help is needed for those impacted
by disaster. [Read More]

Youth leader teaches confirmation
class at Camp Lake Stephens.

Camp Wesley Pines and Seashore
United Methodist Assembly provide
retreat spaces for youth to get away
from the distractions of the world and
learn about Christ and the history
of The United Methodist Church as
youth confirm their intention to live a
Christian life. [Read More]
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Matthew Johnson, Connectional
Ministries and Communications Assistant

Connection News
Giving Tuesday 2021
Giving Tuesday 2021 will be November 30. It is an opportunity for all to remember the power
of generosity. The Methodist Foundation of Mississippi encourages you to make a special gift to
your favorite ministry or charity. If you decide to share your generosity with the foundation, we
will be supporting three endowments: The general scholarship endowment for Methodist college
and graduate students, The President’s Fund for Methodist seminary students and the Willard
and Louise Leggett Endowment for disabled ministers and their families as the needs arise.
As we continue to journey together, may we create a legacy of generosity. Visit our website at
methodistfm.org/givingtuesday.

Gulfside Assembly Development Series
Gulfside Assembly hosts a monthly leadership development webinar series with the goal of
introducing high school and college students to the traits, skills and behaviors needed to become
successful leaders. Past webinars have focused on applying for college, writing an impactful
essay, applying for scholarships and various other vital tools that are helpful to developing
leaders. For more information visit the Gulfside Assembly Facebook page or email Cheryl
Thompson, the interim director at Gulfside Assembly at gulfsideassociation@gmail.com.

Do You Want to Get Well? Webinar Series
All clergy, church staff and volunteers are invited to attend a free Zoom webinar for those who
have experienced emotional challenges in dealing with COVID-19 and its effect upon the church.
The webinar will be Tuesday, Nov. 30 from 1:00 to 3:00 p.m. The webinars will continue into
the New Year and will be offered on a variety of topics. Clergy must register and attend live to
receive .2 CEUs for each webinar. Click here to register.

Little Light of Mine Offering Season
Through Jesus Christ, Methodist Children’s Homes brings hope and healing to hurting children
in Mississippi. Since 1896, Your Methodist Children’s Homes has served over 11,000 Mississippi
children and families. By donating to the Little Light of Mine Special Offering congregations are
providing a loving home for children in foster care. Share this video with your faith communities
and click here for information on giving and for resources that can be used at your church.

Advent and Christmas Resources
The season of Advent, which comes from the Latin word adventus meaning “coming” or “visit,”
begins four Sundays before Christmas and ends on Christmas Eve. During Advent, we prepare
for, and anticipate, the coming of Christ. Click here for the New Advent Worship Series, and here
for Advent Candle Lighting Liturgy 2021.
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Mississippi Conference News
Tour the Holy Land with Bishop Swanson
Join the Mississippi United Methodist Conference on a 12-day Holy Land Journey departing
on January 17, 2022. Journey to places such as Jericho, Bethlehem, Caesarea, Mount Carmel,
Galilee, Jerusalem, Capernaum and much more! To view the itinerary or to sign up click here.

End Racism for Good Zoom Luncheon
The End Racism for Good task force will be hosting the next installment of their Zoom luncheon
series Thursday, Nov. 18 at noon. The featured speaker will be Rev. Sherry Johnson of the
Center for Ministry. Rev. Johnson will be discussing “Creating Sacred Space for Racial Healing.” For
Zoom meeting log in information click here.

November and December Treasurer’s Notes
November is enrollment month for medical benefits. Find out the deadlines for 2021 mission
shares and the latest updates on clergy benefits, best practices for local church trustees
and information from the archives and history commission in the November and December
Treasurer’s Notes.

Mississippi Annual Conference Festival of Preaching
Clergy and laity are invited to attend the Mississippi Annual Conference Festival of Preaching. The
event will be February 10-11, 2022, at St. Mark’s United Methodist Church. Attendees receive
1.5 CEUs. For more information contact Rev. Trey Harper in the office of spiritual leadership at
tharper@mississippi-umc.org.

The Gathering 2022
After a two-year hiatus, The Gathering is back. Join United Methodist youth from across
Mississippi February 25-26, at Christ United Methodist Church, in Jackson, for the biggest Jesus
party of the year. This year’s theme is Reunion. Click here for more information and to register.

Reflections: Seasons Part 1
This webisode of Reflections is most timely in this season full of transitions as we left
Halloween and All Saints Day and quickly move towards Thanksgiving and Christmas. We

It's time to stop reacting
and start reflecting.

are all transitioning into new seasons. Some are entering a new season of work. Some are
experiencing new chapters in life, while others are working through the challenges of bringing
certain stages and phases to an end. Watch this video and reserve some quiet time to reflect
on what insights and direction God’s word can offer us.
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SAVE THE DATES
episcopal family, followed by a reception.

UNITED METHODIST
STUDENT DAY

Ordination will take place July 13 at 7:00

Your generous gift today enriches ministry
and connects students to their faith

p.m. at the BancorpSouth Arena. The clergy
session will be held online on June 9 from
9:00 a.m. to noon.
While the 2021 session was all virtual, this
year we are planning an in-person conference
so that the bishop, clergy and lay can come

United
Day
“It was soMethodist
meaningful to know Student
that someone out
there, –
a
brother or sister in Christ, supported me, regardless of
Nov.
28 me face-to-face. That is a godly act to me.”
never meeting

Offices Closed in Observance of
Christmas and New Year’s Holidays –
Dec. 23, 2021 - Jan. 4, 2022

One of the major challenges that students

The conference and episcopal offices will be

— Emma Storer, Gift of Hope Scholar, Washington University, St. Louis

face is the lack of financial support to attain a
college education. But for United Methodist
Please make check payable to your local church or give online at UMCgiving.org/giveUMSD.

students, The United Methodist Church is
always there to help them accomplish their
career goals. For more than 100 years, United
Methodists have been supporting their
students’ educational needs through the
Children’s Fund, which later became United
Methodist Student Day. United Methodist
Student Day is November 28, 2021. Click here
for leader kit. To order pew cards click here.

together to fellowship and conduct the
business of the conference. These plans are
subject to change as we continue to monitor
the status of the coronavirus pandemic.

closed Thursday, Dec. 23, 2021, through
Monday, Jan. 3, 2022, in observation of
Christmas and New Year’s Holidays. The
offices will re-open Tuesday, Jan. 4, 2022, at
regular business hours.

2022 Annual Conference Session
Dates – July 13-15

US-2 Track Application Open
for Young Adults

The 2022 Session of the Mississippi Annual

The US-2 Track is open for young adults

Conference will begin Wednesday, July 13

between the ages of 20 and 30 who have

and conclude Friday, July 15 and will be held

a desire to advocate for change. The US-2

at the BancorpSouth Arena located at 375 E.

Track sends young people across the country

Main Street in Tupelo. Saturday, July 16 will

to form meaningful bonds and better

include a worship service and a recognition

understand the needs of local communities.

of Bishop James E. Swanson Sr. and the

For more information and to apply click here.

Offices Closed in Observance of
Thanksgiving Holiday – Nov. 25-26
Please be advised that the conference and
episcopal offices will be closed Thursday
and Friday, Nov. 25 and 26, in observation
of Thanksgiving Day. The offices will re-open
Monday, Nov. 29 at regular business hours.

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES
As a courtesy to the Mississippi Annual Conference, job announcements from across
the United Methodist connection are featured in The Circuit Rider. To submit an
employment notice, send an email to news@mississippi-umc.org. Postings are not
guaranteed to appear more than once in Mississippi Conference publications. To read
a description of job opening(s) listed below as well as other listing, click here.
• Children’s Ministry Director (Bee Creek UMC)
• Director of Children and Nursery Ministries
• Senior Accountant (The New England Conference)

Publication Note: The next
publication of The Circuit Rider will be
released Wednesday, Jan. 19, 2022.
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• Director of Civil and Human Rights
• Director for Economic, Health, and Gender Justice

