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Letter from the Editor

Due to COVID-19, congregations and United 

Methodist-related entities faced numerous 

obstacles that disrupted how they minister 

to people, and the ways in which we worship 

corporately. God has long ago began 

preparing us for time likes these by providing 

technology and tools to expand the reach of 

spiritual leadership beyond the four walls of 

sanctuaries. Some faith communities were 

already engaging in online worship and 

Bible study. Others did not see a need for 

change or lacked the technological depth 

of knowledge to do so. All experienced 

scripture fulfilled. Jesus tells the Samaritan 

woman at the well in John 4 that a time is 

coming when worship will not be limited to a 

location. He tells her in John 4:23, “Yet a time 

is coming and has now come when the true 

worshipers will worship the Father in the 

Spirit and in truth, for they are the kind of 

worshipers the Father seeks.”

We, the ‘true worshipers’—the body of 

Christ—have been unwavering in ensuring 

that The Mission Continues by having 

drive-in Communion, Mobile Manna, making 

masks, engaging one another online, using 

low or no tech worship options, masking up 

in worship and so much more. 

In this issue of The Circuit Rider Souvenir 

Journal, you’ll read about who we are at 

our core. You’ll witness love in nurturing, 

the overflow of generosity in outreach, 

the pursuit of justice and the connectional 

apprenticeship happening all over the state.

 Peace and blessings,

 Jasmine Haynes

Jasmine Haynes, MMC, APR
Editor-in-Chief

jhaynes@mississippi-umc.org

TRUE 
WORSHIPERS: 

OUR UNWAVERING 
FAITH DURING THE 

PANDEMIC

All photos courtesy of Mississippi Conference Office of Connectional Ministries and Communications.

Parishioners wear masks and practice  
social distancing in worship.

Faith community member makes masks to aid 
the fight to stop transmission of the coronavirus

People praying over a truck 
at Decatur UMC.

mailto:jhaynes%40mississippi-umc.org?subject=
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Looking for ways to stay connected to the Mississippi Conference? 

Follow, like or opt-in to any of the options below  to receive tips, 

updates and ministry resources from the Mississippi Conference:

Ways to Stay  
Connected to  
the Conference

LOVE GENEROSITY APPRENTICESHIPJUSTICE

The Mississippi United Methodist Conference 
https://bit.ly/2lbVpLm

Bishop James E. Swanson, Sr. 
https://bit.ly/2jAYVPu

MS Conference Youth and Families  
http://bit.ly/2dHPNYc

@Mississippi_UMC 
https://twitter.com/Mississippi_UMC

Mississippi Conference 
https://bit.ly/2JVqnma

Mississippi United Methodist Conference 
https://bit.ly/2rpHWD7

Sign up for e-news updates, which includes The Circuit Rider  
 http://bit.ly/opt-in4

Sign Up Now!
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Wesley UMC continues Mobile Manna Ministry.

Madison First UMC holds outdoor Christmas 
Eve service.

https://bit.ly/2lbVpLm
https://bit.ly/2jAYVPu
http://bit.ly/2dHPNYc
https://twitter.com/Mississippi_UMC
https://bit.ly/2JVqnma
https://bit.ly/2rpHWD7
http://bit.ly/opt-in4


Even in the midst of this COVID-19 Pandemic, 

we gather to declare the supremacy of Christ 

in our lives and to tell the world that  

The Mission Continues! 

VVisitors and friends, welcome to the 2021 Session 
of the Mississippi Annual Conference. This year’s 

session will be in a form like none that we have 

experienced before. We will be gathering as virtual 

witnesses of The United Methodist Church. We 

will assemble from our homes, houses of worship 

and other places where Wi-Fi is available to us 

to live out our commitment to “...forsake not the 

assembling ourselves together.” Even in the midst 

of this COVID-19 Pandemic, we gather to declare the 

supremacy of Christ in our lives and to tell the world 

that The Mission Continues! 

We have been tried by adversity, brought on 

by the pandemic. We have struggled to live out 

Jesus’ mandate to LOVE God and others. We have 

struggled to become people filled with GENEROSITY. 

We have been challenged to usher in JUSTICE in 

our communities. Additionally, we have struggled to 

share our gifts through APPRENTICESHIP  to others 

around us. Let us gather and recommit ourselves 

to be the people God has called us to be, for The 
Mission Continues.

 Welcome to Mississippi AC 2021.

Yours in Christ,

Bishop James E. Swanson, Sr.

From the Bishop

John 21:15-22

The

Continues
Mission

®
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LOVE | GENEROSITY | JUSTICE | APPRENTICESHIP
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Photo of Bishop Swanson courtesy of Greg Campbell Photography , Inc.

John 21:15-22

Continues
Mission

LOVE | GENEROSITY | JUSTICE | APPRENTICESHIP
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Wednesday, June 23, 2021 
2:00 p.m.-2:30 p.m.     Devotional and “Are We Yet Alive” – hymn and litany 
2:30 p.m.-4:30 p.m.     Adjourn business session 

Thursday, June 24, 2021 
9:00 a.m.-10:00 a.m.      Opening Worship - Bishop Swanson, preaching 
10:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m.      Business Session #1 for 2021 AC 
12:00 p.m.-1:30 p.m.      Lunch Break
1:30 p.m.-2:45 p.m.      Business Session #2 
2:45 p.m.-3:00 p.m.      Break
3:00 p.m.-4:30 p.m.      Business Session #3 
4:30 p.m.      Adjourn for the day
 
Friday, June 25, 2021 
9:00 a.m.-11:00 a.m.      Business Session #4 
11:00 a.m.- 12:00 a.m.      Closing Worship - Bishop Swanson, preaching 

Statement of the Vision 
of The Mississippi Annual 
Conference

The Mississippi Annual 

Conference-empowered 

by love, generosity, justice 

and apprenticeship-forms 

spiritual leaders, faith 

communities and connections 

so more disciples of Jesus 

Christ transform the world.

2020 and 2021 Sessions of the 
Mississippi Annual Conference Agenda

2020-2021     Agenda

This is a tentative agenda. Event details are subject to change. Visit the 
2021 Session of the Mississippi Conference app for the latest updates. 
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Navigating Forward: 
Laity Mission Continues

From the Conference Lay Leader

The Mission Continues. That is our theme 
for this 2021 Session of the Mississippi 
Annual Conference. I have heard mission 
defined as the reason why an organization 
exists and as a culmination of your purpose, 
values and priorities. I don’t know about for 
you, but for me, it has been difficult to stay 
focused on purpose, values and priorities 
during the COVID-19 pandemic. 

My time has seemed to decrease. Instead 
of having more time because we could not 
safely meet in person, it seemed as though I 
have had less time because Zoom meetings 
abound.

Also, it was difficult to maintain social 
grounding. I was accustomed to checking 
on and being checked on by my church 
community every week, and it was kind of a 
twilight zone to not be able to engage in that 
ritual while we were not meeting in person.

Things changed, and I know a lot of us 
grieved because of that change. On the 
other hand, I have seen laity laser in on our 
mission during this time. Laity have stepped 
up to make sure churches can reach 
congregants virtually. This has widened the 
opportunity for outreach and witness. Tech-
savvy laity have assisted with producing 
worship service, setting up meetings and 
other gatherings, and teaching our not-so-
tech-savvy laity how to gain virtual access to 
their local church. Some not-so-tech-savvy 
laity became tech savvy out of necessity. A 
big applause to all the above. That is one 
example of the way laity have ensured 
that The Mission Continues. I could not 
be prouder to represent such a group of 
lay leadership in local churches across this 
great state.

Additionally, through the vision of Bishop 
Swanson, the annual conference leadership 
attempted to stay focused, and “on mission,” 
by developing and resourcing two foci:  
1. Intentional disciple-making systems and 
2. Ending Racism for Good. As you will hear 
during the annual conference session, we 
have resources that offer guidance for both. 

Virtual and written resources are available 
to walk you through the creation and 
evaluation of an intentional disciple-making 
system as well as to measure and develop 
individual discipleship. Also, an exciting 
annual conference group has been formed 
called End Racism for Good. It operates in 
the form of racial healing circles, which are 
small diverse groups that gather to share 
personal experiences and leave the circle 
with perhaps a different perspective, but 
certainly in a different relationship with 
others in the circle. I have participated in a 
circle and can tell you it changes you.

I am praying that your perseverance 
through this uncertain and unsettling time 
strengthens your faith for the times ahead 
as our global church navigates forward. This 
time solidified the premise that God can 
bring forth good out of any situation if we 
let Him use us. Thank you for letting Him 
use you. Thank you for letting Him arouse 
creativity and community in the midst of a 
pandemic. May we continue to live into our 
expanded opportunities for ministry birthed 
out of this challenging time. May the mission 
always continue.

LaToya Redd Thompson
Mississippi Conference  
Lay Leader

Things changed, and I know 
a lot of us grieved because 
of that change. On the other 
hand, laity have stepped up to 
make sure churches can reach 
congregants virtually. This has 
widened the opportunity for 
outreach and witness.

Photo of LaToya Redd Thompson  
by Greg Campbell Photography, Inc. 
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By Matthew Johnson
Mississippi Conference

Connectional Ministries and  
Communications Assistant

Volunteers from Heritage Academy help clear debris 
from this disaster-impacted residence.

2021     Mission Focus

MISSION FOCUS:
Mississippi Disaster Recovery

TTHIS YEAR’S ANNUAL CONFERENCE MISSION 
offering will go towards Mississippi Disaster 
Recovery. During a year that saw historic 
flooding, tornadoes and hurricanes, in addition 
to a global pandemic, The United Methodist 
Committee on Relief’s (UMCOR) human and 
financial disaster response efforts have taken 
a hit. Currently, there are more than 150 open 
cases across the state with financial assistance 
needs exceeding $1 million. There are also 63 
cases awaiting assessment, and due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic volunteer assistance has 
dropped significantly. 

“In east Mississippi right now, we have 95 cases 
spread out over 10 counties,” said Rev. Anzette 
Thomas, the UMCOR East Miss. Recovery 
manager. “Hurricane Zeta hit the Mississippi 

Gulf Coast in October of 2020 and did extensive 
damage and we’re engaging in long term 
recovery in Harrison County, Hancock County 
and George County. Harrison County sustained 
the most damage. I think they had about 
600 cases of residents and clients in need of 
assistance.”

The west side of the state has also seen its 
share of devastation. “Presently we are working 
with tornado recovery as well as flood recovery, 
and also hurricane recovery in Wilkinson and 
Adams County,” reported Chris Zirlott, the 
UMCOR West Miss. Recovery manager.

Generous support from the Mississippi Annual 
Conference has provided a Christian presence 
in the aftermath of disaster. By organizing 

8   The Circuit Rider Souvenir Journal    Summer 2021

Offerings can be sent 
to: Mississippi Annual 
Conference, P.O. Box 
1603, Jackson, MS 39152.
Make checks payable 
to Mississippi Annual 
Conference.
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outside groups to come in and help 
with rebuilding, getting local churches 
involved and giving financial assistance, 
members of the Mississippi Annual 
Conference can be the hands, feet 
and heart of Christ during the most 
stressful times in people’s lives. 

“I’ve seen retired Methodist pastors 
laying floors, painting, hanging drywall. 
We’ve had youth groups doing painting 

outside doing debris pickup and 
beautification projects,” said Zirlott.

Your generosity has helped close 
more than 200 cases, but the need for 
volunteer and financial support is still 
substantial. Disasters cause millions of 
dollars in damage. Rising construction 
product and labor costs, and the threat 
of even more severe storms in the 
future gives members of the annual 

conference the opportunity to jump 
into action and provide hope for the 
least and the last among God’s people. 

Even at a time of major setbacks 
from historic disasters and a global 
pandemic, The Mission Continues. 
Offering your gifts of service and 
finance will help restore our brothers 
and sisters in Christ physically, mentally 
and spiritually.  

Photo above: This home was 
completely rebuilt after being virtually 
destroyed by disaster.

Photo left: Volunteer muds drywall in 
preparation for painting.

Volunteers install 
insulation in gutted home.

Your generosity has helped 
close more that 200 cases, 
but the need for volunteer 
and financial support is still 
substantial.

Mr. Emmett Ellis getting the keys back to his home after 
experiencing his home being struck by disaster.

All photos courtesy of Mississippi Conference Disaster Recovery. sh
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The Mississippi Conference 
Pandemic Task Team formed to 
work on recommendations in 
order to keep people safe and 
encourage spiritual, emotional 
and physical well-being of 
faith communities during the 
pandemic. One of the main 
objectives of this goal is to 
make data-driven decisions that 
include collaborative leadership 
between clergy and lay from 
a diversity of church size and 
cultural perspectives. The team 
consists of people of faith with a 
plethora of backgrounds ranging 
from healthcare to education to 
ministry. 

Members of the team expressed 
gratitude for folks adhering to 
their urging every congregation 
to discern best safety protocols 
for in-person worship and other 
activities with a collaborative 
leadership team who is 
regularly reviewing local data 
and mitigation strategies. In 
doing that, faith communities 
were able to make informed 

decisions about 
COVID protocols 
based on 
their contexts. 
Communications 
from the team 
declared that 
the guidelines 
released would 
not be equally 
applicable to all 
local churches. 

The team 
appreciates 
all the faith communities that 
have made huge sacrifices 
to fight the coronavirus and 

The vaccines 

offer everyone 

a path to 

return to 

in-person 

fellowship and 

explore more 

personal ways 

to reach new 

people for 

Jesus Christ. 

Wesley UMC members wear masks in 
order to worship in person.

Three ladies vaccinated at drive-thru vaccination site.

Congregation holds communion
 in a parking lot due to COVID.

PANDEMIC TASK TEAM  
TARGETS CONGREGATIONAL SAFETY
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protect their congregations and 
surrounding neighbors. Some 
churches’ leadership committed 
countless hours of energy, research, 
planning and prayer, along with 
funding for personal protective 
equipment to make sure that the 
in-person worship experience was as 
low a risk as possible. Other churches’ 
leadership decided not to have 
in-person worship. Last but certainly 
not least, the team is thankful for all 
those working in healthcare whether 

in clinics and hospitals, or those making 
sure vaccines get in arms.

In addition to sharing gratitude, the 
task force encourages congregations 
to keep up the good work! So much 
progress has been made, but we are 
not completely at the end of the tunnel 
yet. As businesses and organizations—
including churches—gradually increase 
in-person activities, everyone still needs 
to stick with the basics. Those who have 
not been vaccinated, need to continue 
to practice COVID protocols like wearing 
masks, sanitizing hands often and social 
distancing indoors and when facing 
crowds outside. 

For those who have not yet been 
vaccinated, know that the pandemic 
task team strongly promotes that 
all who are eligible to get vaccinated 
do so as soon as possible. The state 
department says that no ID is required 
to get vaccinated. The vaccines offer 
everyone a path to return to in-person 
fellowship and explore more personal 
ways to reach new people for Jesus 
Christ. Working together on the shared 
mission of getting as many people 
vaccinated as possible, we Live Out 
the Power of We and respond to God’s 
commandment to love our neighbors as 
we love ourselves, and we ensure that 
The Mission Continues.

The team’s correspondence with 
the conference has included some 
excellent ministry opportunities to 
partner with vaccine efforts across 
the state. Faith communities can 

See Task Team, page 22
Rev. Tom Potter records 
worship outdoors.

Children’s service goes 
online for the pandemic.

PANDEMIC TASK TEAM  
TARGETS CONGREGATIONAL SAFETY
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12   The Circuit Rider Souvenir Journal    Summer 2021

AAS THE WHOLE WORLD FACED THE UNSEEN ENEMY THAT 
is the coronavirus, people came face-to-face with videos 
highlighting something that has plagued nations long before 
COVID—the dehumanizing and harmful epidemic of racism.

Stemming from the roots of America’s original sin  
of racism, Black people have been killed by  
police at an alarming rate in present times,  
just as it has been since the beginning  
of slavery in the United States.  
However, since last year’s law  
enforcement-caused deaths of  
Breonna Taylor from a no-knock  
warrant and the modern-day lynching  
of George Floyd by a Minneapolis  
police officer caught on camera, the  
nation has experienced a collective  
revelation to a small portion of the injustices  
and inequalities African Americans face in  
interactions with law enforcement. As these  
events and images invoke a new awareness among  
non-Black persons, the nation grew frustrated with the impact 
of systemic racism. 

One year ago, in alignment with The United Methodist Church’s 
multi-level campaign to “Dismantle Racism,” Bishop James E. 
Swanson Sr. commissioned a team to lead the charge for the 
Mississippi Conference to “End Racism for Good.”

                         Rev. Bruce Case, pastor at Parkway Heights  
                              in Hattiesburg and Rev. Domini Henry, 
                                     associate pastor at Anderson United  
                                            Methodist Church in Jackson co-chair  
                                                 this conference initiative. 

                                                  “Our founding father of the  
                                                   Methodist Movement—John  
                                                   Wesley—let us know that if our  
                                                   heart is not changed, our mind  
                                                   will not be changed and our  
                                                 community, home nor society will  
                                         be changed,” shared Henry. “So, this is 
                                      an attempt for us to change the whole  
                                     body, the whole mind and the whole soul  
                              of persons to lead us into a new day.” 

The inaugural meeting of minds casted a vision for how 
the corporate body and the individuals that make up the 

: 
End Racism for Good

Mission Impossible: 

End Racism for Good  
is a movement of Mississippi 
United Methodists who are 

celebrating, learning and 
acting until every heart, 
church and community  

is healed from the 
sin of racism.

By Jasmine Haynes, Mississippi Conference Communications Specialist
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Mississippi Conference could have a shared and fruitful impact on 
the eradication of racism. Additionally, they desire that Mississippi 
be a beacon of light shining throughout our local faith communities 
and the world.

“End Racism for Good is a movement of Mississippi United 
Methodists who are celebrating, learning and acting until every 
heart, church and community is healed from the sin of racism,” 
shared Case. “Early on, we partnered with the Kellogg Foundation 
and Millsaps College to get 65 lay and clergy trained to lead racial 
healing circles all over Mississippi.” 

According to Case, as of June 2021, there have been 340 people 
who have experienced racial healing circles.

“These circles generally last for one or two sessions. They are 
powerful, and you’ll make new friends across the district and 
across the state,” said Case. “The goal is that by the end of the year, 
at least 1,000 United Methodists experience racial healing circles.” 

In addition to building racial healing circles, End Racism for Good 
has been hosting Zoom lunches every other month to highlight 
an individual or organization in Mississippi doing impactful work 
dismantling racism in various facets of life.

“We would love to partner with folks inside and outside of the 
church so that we can move this mission forward. In Jackson, 
County Line Road separates two counties as it also looks over 
I-55. In Hattiesburg, there is Hardy St. and several other streets 
that connect, yet separate us,” explained Henry. “We have enough 
things in our life that already separates us, we shouldn’t allow the 
sin of racism to be another one of those things.”

If you would like to participate in a racial healing circle, please contact 
your district office and let them know you’d like to be a part of the next 
one in your area. If you would like to learn more about the End Racism 
for Good initiative and how to engage, view  this page, https://www.
mississippi-umc.org/endracismforgood, on the conference website. 

“These circles generally last for one or two sessions. They are powerful, and you’ll make 

new friends across the district and across the state. The goal is that by the end of the year, 

at least 1,000 United Methodists experience racial healing circles.” – Rev. Bruce Case

RACISM
DISMANTLING

® E N D  R A C I S M  F O R  G O O D
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Campus Ministries Pivot in 
Pandemic and Develop Disciples

WHAT BEGAN AS A WELCOMED SPRING 
break extension, quickly escalated to 
the over 15-month global pandemic that 
halted traditional academia and campus 
ministries across the state. Initially, 
along with the schools themselves, 
campus ministers sought ways to keep 

community and discipleship going with 
as smooth a transition as possible. 
However, it did not take long to find 
out that although COVID was restricting 
in-person gathering, it actually 
highlighted symptoms, and exposed 
bigger problems. College is one of the 
great equalizers of access to technology 
and education, but what do students 
do when they no longer have an in-
person connection to their traditional 
community resources like libraries and 
other agencies? 

“One of the main things the pandemic 
highlighted was the lack of access to 
online services for many students when 
they were sent home, so the biggest 

thing was learning continuity in ways 
to connect with students,” shared Rev. 
Maxine Bolden, chaplain at Tougaloo 
College in Jackson, Mississippi. “The 
pandemic really highlighted the necessity 
to minister to the whole person and 
I appreciate that through campus 
ministries, I can be a part of that.”

There were several partnerships with 
campus ministries at Tougaloo with 
student services for wellness resources 
ranging from telehealth opportunities 
and mental health moments to initiatives 
pushing zero tolerance for sexual assault, 
domestic violence, dating violence 
and stalking. Bolden emphasized that 
campus ministry partners with Tougaloo 

By Jasmine Haynes, Mississippi Conference Communications Specialist

Tougaloo Chaplain Maxine Bolden  
with Convocation speaker-author- 
activist, Japonica Brown. 
Photo courtesy of Rev. Maxine Bolden

Students attend Thrive Together event – the last Thrive of the semester.  
Photo courtesy of MSU Wesley Foundation

Photo left: Rev. Hugh Griffith - MSU Wesley Foundation Director and Campus Minister. 
Photo courtesy of Greg Campbell Photography, Inc.
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in being a safe space for students so they 
can be supported by wellness resources 
like self-awareness questions and mental 
health moments. Additionally, she 
shared about learning to discern student 
wellness virtually.

“There was an urgency and anxiety 
in the early days and not being able 
to discern by visuals—do they look 
disheveled—you have to listen to the 
sound, tone and tempo of their voice,” 
said Bolden. “It’s important to discern 
shifts in presentation to know when to 
make referrals with things beyond what 
we can do.”

Over at Mississippi State University’s 
Wesley Foundation in Starkville, 
Mississippi, director and campus 

minister, Rev. Hugh Griffith and associate 
campus minister, Katie Heckel, actively 
engaged in overcoming connectivity 
challenges as well with “Thrive,” their 
targeted small group approach to social 
distancing while continuing community. 
At times, there were as many as seven 
small groups where Griffith and Heckel 
would have video teachings for about 12 
minutes and the groups met for about an 
hour with the Wesley Foundation interns 
who led the groups. Although being in 
person for all the groups weekly was 
not sustainable, Heckel shared that they 
grieved losing regular interaction and 
being in relationship with the students. 
However, reports from the group leaders 
at staff meetings showed much fruit of 
continued mission in the pandemic. 

Before COVID the majority of 

students—approximately 500—

would come to worship, but small 

group participation may drop 

down from worship numbers 

to as low as 75 people. Over the 

last almost year and a half, MSU 

Wesley has seen more than 150 

students involved in small groups.

– Rev. Hugh Griffith

See Campus, page 22

Photo courtesy of Tougaloo College Facebook Page

Students socially distanced in class at Tougaloo College.
Photo courtesy of Tougaloo College Facebook Page

MSU Wesley Foundation 
students enjoy outdoor 

worship events.

MSU Freshman Thrive pose for group picture. 
Photo courtesy of MSU Wesley Foundation

Katie Heckel - MSU Wesley  
Foundation Associate Campus Minister.
Photo courtesy of MSU Wesley Foundation



By Kay Barksdale 
Circuit Rider Contributor 

and Commission on 
Communications 

Member

SSERVING FAMILIES OF EAST BILOXI SINCE 
1924, Moore Community House (MCH) has 
excelled in its mission to women, children and 
families and gained national recognition for 
its programs of Early Head Start and Women 
in Construction (WinC). The agency recently 
established this training program to prepare 
women for careers in skilled craft trades that 
offer a higher standard of living, promote 
self sufficiency and better meet the needs 
of families. WinC was created with financial 
assistance from a U.S. Department of Labor 
grant. 

Covid has impacted both staff and the families 
served by MCH.  While classroom-based 
services to children have reopened, and onsite 
classes are now available for the job training 
students, social distancing, mask wearing 

and other safety precautions are practiced.  
MCH continues to provide caring support and 
resources for their families.

Early Head Start (EHS)

MCH continued to be in remote contact with 
enrolled children and their families to offer 
support, resources and access to emergency 
services when the COVID-19 pandemic caused 
them to shut down their normal services. 
Weekly deliveries of groceries, diapers, 
formula and education supplies were provided 
as teachers continued to keep in touch daily 
with children and parents. 

In spite of the pandemic, MCH expanded its 
Early Head Start program, creating a new 
center in Gulfport. There were challenges 

MOORE COMMUNITY HOUSE
Presses Forward in Pandemic

WinC Participant photos courtesy of Moore Community House
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Photos courtesy of Moore Community House



preparing the physical space and hiring staff for the new center, 
but it is now operational and allows MCH to serve an additional 64 
children ages birth to three years. 

The Early Head Start program currently has 168 children, which 
is 64 more than when the pandemic started; and MCH plans to 
remain fully open and anticipates receiving another expansion 
grant this month to open a fourth center to serve another 64 
children.

Women in Construction (WinC)

During the past year, job training classes for Women in 
Construction were offered remotely, and MCH provided enrolled 
students with laptops, iPads and stipends to support their 
participation. Some aspects of the program were not possible 

to do remotely and had to be put on hold, but small groups of 
students are now invited onsite while practicing social distancing.

Applications for a new training session 
for WinC are now being accepted 
and MCH is reaching out to 
community partners where 
low-income women and their 
children are served. Asked 
about the most popular areas 
of work for women who are 
training now, MCH Director 
Carol Burnett said, “the most 
popular options are those with 
highest pay, such as pipefitting and 
other trades in advanced manufacturing.” 

What does the future hold for WinC? The agency has received a 
grant from the Kellogg Foundation, and plans are already in place 
to apply for another Department of Labor grant. 

Moore Community House was established in 1924, serving the children 
of seafood workers and child seafood workers before child labor laws 
were established, and is a national mission institution of the United 
Methodist Women. To learn more about their  work, check the website, 
www.moorecommunityhouse.org.

WinC Participant photos courtesy of Moore Community House

There is so much I 
have learned, and I 
am still learning! I get 
told a lot, that they 
are proud of me, 
because coming from 

no experience to where I am now, that 
I’m one of the best women to come 
through, and that they speak highly of 
me every chance they get, that means 
a lot. Being at this shipyard since 
February [2020] has brought some 
good things into my life. I’m able to 
save more money, work on my credit, 
and keep my bills paid with some  
play money!

– Candis Oliver,  
2nd Class Shipfitter

My main motivation 
for pursuing the trades 
was to obtain a stable 
and fruitful career that 
promises longevity. 
Before WinC I had no 

trades experience but always had the 
desire to learn. I don’t think I will have 
a problem adjusting, I have always 
been very hands on and willing to 
learn. My family is the whole reason I 
pursued this career. I want to be able 
to provide my family with the best I 
can achieve!

 – Asja Thompson,  
Shipfitter Apprentice

After moving from 
Puerto Rico, I worked 
in a shrimp factory 
for a year but had to 
resign to take care of 
my newborn. Finding 

work was difficult due to the language 
barrier, so I registered for WinC, since 
there are bilingual classes. Then, with 
WinC’s support, I did a shipfitter class 
and was hired in July [2019]. Women 
need the support to know you’re not 
alone. I build my life.

– Marisol Santos,  
Shipfitter Helper Apprentice
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5qNkQev74cU
http://www.moorecommunityhouse.org
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A lthough Mississippi Conference faith communities and United Methodist-related 
entities vary in size, style, geography, context and culture, there were several experiences 
that were shared across the state. A CPA serving as treasurer, director of finance and 
administration and benefits officer for the Mississippi Conference, David Stotts engaged 
multiple congregations and other organizations in ways to continue to fund ministry. 
Reflecting on the challenges and strengths that came out of adapting in a pandemic, Stotts 
answered the following questions:

Q: You have a great macro view from the sky of what churches and benevolences 
have done to adapt during the pandemic. What have you seen as the top challenges 
that faith communities encountered financially during this period? 

A:  The biggest problem that they had was getting enough funds coming in to continue their 
operation. The problem wasn’t getting the people to give because as United Methodists, 
we’re very generous. The problem was how do we get offerings when we can’t have church? 
You know, I kind of laughed the other day and said that it was pretty interesting how this 
pandemic taught us how to have church, how to not have church and then how to continue 
to receive an offering. Plus, we did it all without passing the plate. Our churches have been 

Photo left: Young man holds offering basket during the mission  
offering at the 2019 Session of the Mississippi Annual Conference.
Photo courtesy of Greg Campbell photography, Inc.
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STRENGTHS & CHALLENGES: 

Cultivating GENEROSITY  
in COVID-19
By Anthony Thaxton, Circuit Rider Contributor
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very nimble—very good at learning how to 
do that, which is evidenced in how well we 
came out last year compared to 2019 and 
years before. 

Q: What were some of those best 
practices for COVID protocol in collecting 
tithes? 

A:  First of all, we saw churches send out 
letters explaining that we’re not meeting 
in person. They sent envelopes with 
stamps attached allowing people to send 
their checks back in. They also began to 
develop some funding through GoFundMe 
or through some of those type programs. 
They would work to have ways of getting 
money to come in. Then as churches began 
to meet again, they learned to not pass the 
plate as we see it, but to put their baskets 
at the doors allowing them to still have 
the blessing of the offering, consecrating 
it to God and not missing a step there, but 
yet not spreading germs. We saw people 
really began to use the electronic form of 
banking. After this pandemic is over, that 
will continue to be a wonderful way to do it. 

Q: You mentioned that we’ve fared 
well with the generosity. You’re a great 
scriptural teacher regarding generosity. 
Would you like to add something, in 
conclusion, about that perspective and 
highlight our core value of generosity? 

A:  Generosity is important because we 
must realize that God has given us gifts, 
both abilities and money. God’s given all 
that to us; we’ve got to give all back to God. 
When you tithe, you don’t just tithe your 
money. You tithe with your time, you tithe 
your abilities, you tithe the things that God 
has shared. As you begin to do that, then 

that keeps ministry moving along. Without 
money ministry cannot happen, ministry 
is not cheap. It should not be, because it’s 
dealing with lives of people. So as you think 
about that, you begin to tithe everything 
you have. Then everything is to the glory of 
God. At that point we’ve done what God has 
called us to do in being His hands and feet. 

“Generosity is important 

because we must realize that 

God has given us gifts, both 

abilities and money. God’s 

given all that to us; we’ve got 

to give all back to God.

David Stotts speaks on 
generosity at 2019  
AC Session.  
Photo courtesy of  
Greg Campbell  
Photography, Inc.
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Access the most up-to-date 
information about our event  
including schedules, a 
preliminary agenda, maps and 
much more. You can get the 
guide here at tiny.cc/powerofwe 
or use the QR code to download 
the app.

Download the  
2021 Session 
of AC App!
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Y
By Matthew Johnson, Mississippi Conference Connectional Ministry  
and Communications Assistant

Youth and Family Ministry 
Stay Connected

Amidst the Pandemic

Small group gathers outside. 
Photo courtesy of Galloway 

Memorial UMC

Youth mask up to fellowship at Okatoma.  
Photo courtesy of Galloway Memorial UMC

YOUTH AND FAMILY MINISTRY PREPARES  
young people to be the future of the church. 
Children are provided with resources and 
training that help build upon their spiritual 
foundation. Due to the pandemic, 2020 
and 2021 have been years of challenge and 
transformation for youth and youth leaders. 

The shutdowns caused by the COVID-19 
pandemic presented many challenges to youth 
leaders across the state. Youth groups were no 
longer able to gather in person, and leaders had 
to find a way to stay connected. 

“Our first challenge was how do we create 
community?” said Walter Roberts, the student 
ministry director for Galloway Memorial United 
Methodist Church. “For them not to be able to 
come to church, how do you do it via Zoom?”

At the beginning of the pandemic, Zoom became 
a lifeline for keeping youth ministers in contact 
with their members. 

“When the pandemic started, youth ministry 
was already quick because youth people tend 
to be a little more cutting edge on technology. 

Our first challenge 

was how do we 

create community?” 

Zoom became a 

lifeline for keeping 

youth ministers in 

contact with their 

members. 
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Immediately, Zoom was on the forefront of 
how to connect and how to continue to go,” 
said Mike Howington, youth and family ministry 
coordinator for the Mississippi Conference.

Howington arranged weekly calls to educate 
youth leaders on Zoom, and shared ideas and 
guidelines from the Mississippi United Methodist 
Conference. Howington also arranged calls with 
experts from Ministry Architects consulting 
group to provide ministry leadership coaching. 

As time went on, and Zoom became the way 
most students attended school, youth lost 
interest in Zoom gatherings. Leaders had to 
adapt once again and find new ways to connect. 

“One of the struggles we dealt with was Zoom 
worked initially. So they jumped on the Zoom 
thing but then the whole world started doing 
Zoom and it wasn’t fun anymore. When the 
world catches up to that they’re on to something 
else,” said Howington.

As lockdown restrictions eased, youth leaders 
turned to more traditional means for connecting 
with students. “For six or seven months we 
leaned heavily on Zoom. Once we noticed the 
number of attendants started to taper off, we 
started focusing on small groups, and one on 
one relationships,” said Roberts. 

Youth leaders sent cards, held socially-distanced, 
small group meetings outside, and met up 
individually with their members. “I would call 
someone up and say, hey let’s go get lunch, or 
coffee, and we made a point to go to school 
activities,” Roberts continued.

At the beginning of a once in a lifetime global 
pandemic, youth ministers knew that The 
Mission Continues and created a way to ensure 
youth stayed engaged with the ministry. As the 
pandemic starts to recede youth leaders are 
still utilizing the convenience of technology to 
connect with members but are certain not to 
forget how heartfelt it is to unite with youth by 
traditional and more personal means. 

Teens continue to serve others during the pandemic. 
Photos courtesy of Galloway Memorial UMC

As lockdown restrictions eased, youth leaders  

turned to more traditional means for connecting with 

students. We started focusing on small groups,  

and one on one relationships.
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“We lost the centrality of worship since the gatherings—by design—
were smaller, but never before have we had so many students 
invested in community groups,” explained Griffith. 

“Additionally, one of our favorite parts was to see our student 
leaders grow and the group participants dig deep, open up and 
share their lives together,” added Heckel.

According to Griffith, before COVID the majority of students—
approximately 500—would come to worship, but small group 
participation may drop down from worship numbers to as low as 
75 people. Over the last almost year and a half, MSU Wesley has 
seen more than 150 students involved in small groups.

Campus ministers from both institutions noted that COVID revealed 
a lot of the students’ hidden gifts. 

“We invited the interns we chose to lead the small groups because 
they showed leadership,” said Griffith. “They showed profound, 
significant spiritual commitment and a new level of depth.”

At Tougaloo College, Bolden noted rising star moments in students 
as well.

“I learned that students are super creative and resilient. I would pull 
from them and other millennials tips on how to do something that 
can no longer be done in person,” explained Bolden.

How The Mission Continues

MSU Wesley Foundation directors are already planning vision 
meetings to explore the ways that COVID has affected their ministry 
as an opportunity to rebuild and reimagine how to do things 
differently as they follow the prompting of the Holy Spirit. 

All three campus ministers stressed how impactful the local 
churches could be in the lives of students by making the connection 

between their students that are going to college, and those 
students’ schools’ Wesley Foundation or other campus ministries. 
Making sure that faith communities stay connected to those 
students while they are away at college by sending mail and care 
packages also reminds students that they are loved. Additionally, 
local faith communities can support campus ministries by serving 
on a board, making contributions, donating office supplies and 
door prizes for events. 

Food scarcity is also a real issue on college and university  campuses. 
Congregations and small groups can supplement campus food 
services by donating food and personal items. Additionally, consider 
special populations like international students, and pupils in college 
who have aged out of state care and have nowhere to go over long 
holidays when the cafeterias are closed. 

“Help students to see the role of the church in their journey and 
experience the presence of God,” said Bolden.

To learn more about Tougaloo College’s campus ministry, visit the Tougaloo 
College Facebook page for weekly Bible study and Sunday worship. For more 
information on the MSU Wesley Foundation, you can visit the website or find 
them on Instagram using the handle, @msstatewesley.

CAMPUS    page 15

TASK TEAM    page 11

partner with health facilities to host vaccine days or become a 
vaccine site. One opportunity that the team has highlighted is with 
the Mississippi State Department of Health’s (MSDH) Office of 
Preventive Health and Health Equity, which works to reduce health 
disparities related to COVID-19 in minority and rural populations. 
The office is seeking organizations statewide to host vaccination 
efforts in their community. For more information on how your faith 
community can serve your surrounding neighbors, visit http://bit.ly/
statevaccine. 

As always, the Mississippi Conference Task Team prays that your 
soul prospers as your health prospers.

The Mississippi Conference Pandemic Task Team
 

Ex-officio members:

Dr. Marcus Gaut
Dr. Bob Ford
Dr. Steve Shirley
Dr. Thais Walden
Mrs. Lynette Harris
Mrs. Sarah King

Rev. Haywood Hannah
Rev. Trey Skaggs
Rev. Dr. Joe Ranager
Mrs. Jamie Beatty
Mr. Cameron Cloud

Bishop James E. Swanson Sr.
Rev. Vickie White
Rev. Dayna Goff

Rev. Fred Britton
Miss Jasmine Haynes
Mr. Mike Howington

Tuesday Night Thrive Group 
during Zoom season.

https://www.tougaloo.edu/student-life/religious-life
https://www.facebook.com/watch/tougaloocollege/
https://www.facebook.com/watch/tougaloocollege/
https://www.statewesley.org/
https://www.instagram.com/msstatewesley/?hl=en
https://msdh.ms.gov/msdhsite/_static/23,23150,341.html
https://msdh.ms.gov/msdhsite/_static/23,23150,341.html


Ordained Elders
Brandon Lavonne Halford
Matthew Allan Hall
Tara Jeneen Collins Hayes
Chelsey Overstreet Hedglin 
John Ryan McGough
Jeffrey Earl Riddle

Recognize Orders from Other Denomination
Martha June Kirby

Ordained Deacon
Susan Long Hood
Thomas Wesley Ingram

Elders in Full Connection
Thomas W. Buckley
Danny Ray Estes
Mitchell B. Hedgepeth
Gary Lee Howse
William Geoffrey Joyner
Ozell Landfair
Charles Joseph Landrum
Deborah Mingo Palmer
Andrew Nelson Pearson

Deacon in Full Connection
Andrew Lee LeBlanc Jr.
Phillip Karl Messner

Associate Members
Juanita W. Cook
John Norman Evans
James L. Morris

Local Pastors
Robert Armstrong
Bobby Brewer
Katherine Ross Brackett
Theodore Cole
Debra Arlena Brown Lay
Madelien Pope
Cecil Bernard Scarbrough
Rickey Lee Shepherd 

Service for the Ordering of Ministry

Celebrating Retirees

At the Service for the Ordering of Ministry, the Mississippi Conference Board of Ordained 

Ministry presents Bishop James E. Swanson Sr. those persons who have responded to the call 

of God to proclaim and live out the Gospel of Jesus Christ. We honor the following persons and 

their call to life and work in ordained ministry:

We celebrate the ministry of the men and women retiring 
this year, knowing that they will use their new-found 
free time in other ways to serve God and advance His 
kingdom. Well done!
Note: This List reflects those retiring as of May 26, 2021.

“Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, And before you 
were born I consecrated you; I have appointed you a prophet 
to the nations.” –  Jeremiah 1:5

2021     Ordinands & Retirees



Members and Delegates of the 
Mississippi Annual Conference,

we wish you good physical,
mental and spiritual health in the
coming year. We are truly blessed

to continue supporting you in all of
the outstanding ministry that you do

all over the state and beyond.

To connect or partner with
Methodist Le Bonheur Healthcare in

any way, please reach out to our
Director of Community Partnerships, 

Rev. Dr. Jonathan C. Lewis at 
jonathan.lewis@mlh.org.

https://www.methodisthealth.org/

