Mission Trip Safety
Protecting Our Churches
Safety considera ons should be taken for short—term mission trips, in‐
cluding trips out of the country. It is important to recognize the possible
risks involved with mission trips and how to prepare for those risks.
When traveling to an unfamiliar loca on there is always the poten al for
risk. Depending on the loca on, crime may be elevated and/or poli cal or
cultural diﬀerences may put par cipants at greater risk than in this coun‐
try. In addi on, places like hospitals, police sta ons, and help centers could
operate diﬀerently than in the U.S. It is important to plan ahead for all pos‐
sible risks, such as a vehicle accident, illness , kidnapping, robbery, natural disaster or even a state of
poli cal unrest. If an unfortunate event does happen on the mission trip, research and planning will aid
your church and mission travelers in the long run. While risks will vary depending on the loca on of the
mission trip, it is the responsibility of church leaders to realize and assess possible risks as part of the
planning before the trip begins.
The church needs to adequately research the mission trip des na on to ensure that the trip will be
safe for travelers and to lower the possibility of surprise for the group. Through research, the church
should learn possible health risks, dangers, and cultural norms. If the mission trip is taking place in a
foreign country, research should be conducted on issues, such as immuniza ons, laws, and customs.
By developing wri en guidelines for your trip, the planning process will be more organized and should
work to reduce the risk for trip par cipants. Here are some guidelines your church should consider be‐
fore star ng to plan a mission trip:







Decide which church leaders will need to approve the trip plans
Make a wri en proposal for the trip for church leaders to approve
Select requirements for travelers, such as age, health, and experience
Conduct background checks on traveling adults and determine their du es for the trip
Decide what kinds of documents travelers must provide prior to the trip
Designate a contact person, not on the trip, who will communicate between the church,
the travelers, and their family members
 Have each traveler receive a physical examina on from their physician, including any need‐
ed immuniza ons and prescrip ons, at least six weeks before the trip to ensure their
health
 Establish procedures for emergency situa ons
In some instances, churches may want to consider purchasing extra insurance for the mission trip. Con‐
tact Arthur J. Gallagher Risk Management Services about mission trip insurance or with any further
ques ons regarding specific mission trip risks.

Any ques ons or concerns about the above material, please feel free to contact Phil Hinton
at 601‐956‐5810.
“The information contained in this report was obtained from sources which to the best of the writer’s knowledge are authentic and reliable. Arthur J. Gallagher makes no guarantee or results, and assumes no liability in connection with either
the information herein contained, or the safety suggestions herein made. Moreover, it can not be assumed that every
acceptable safety procedure is contained herein, or that abnormal or unusual circumstances may not warrant or require
further or additional procedures.”

