
1

Learn how The POWER of We fuels our beliefs.  

A collection of stories that model each of The Mississippi Conference Core Values (tabs shown at 
left); love, generosity, justice and apprenticeship can be found at the links listed below.

LOVE:  Visit www.mississippi-umc.org/pages/detail/1412

GENEROSITY: Visit www.mississippi-umc.org/pages/detail/1413

JUSTICE: Visit www.mississippi-umc.org/pages/detail/1414

APPRENTICESHIP: Visit www.mississippi-umc.org/pages/detail/1415

Your  Connec t ion  to The Miss iss ipp i  Annua l  Conference

The Circuit Rider
Wednesday  |  September 3, 2014

Bishop Swanson 
Braves the Ice Challenge

Our Values

LOVE

GENEROSITY

JUSTICE

APPRENTICESHIP

T h e  P O W E R  o f  W e

Bishop James Swanson recently accepted the ALS Ice Bucket 
Challenge and is now calling on a few others to do the same. To 
find out who he’s targeting, read story on page 3.

The mission of the Mississippi Annual Conference is to make 
disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world.

2014 Annual   
Conference Session 
Review
Visit the links below to view or 
download the following:

• 2014-2015 Mississippi Con-
ference Appointments: www.
mississippi-umc.org/pages/
detail/1376

• Special Annual Conference 
Edition of The Circuit Rider: 
www.mississippi-umc.org/
pages/detail/1443

• 2014 Annual Conference 
Photos: www.flickr.com/
photos/119483421@N02/

Share Your News in  
The Circuit Rider
For submission guidelines, visit 
www.mississippi-umc.org/
pages/detail/1418.

Stop Hunger Now -
Track the Goal!
Visit www.facebook.com/
msacshngoal to keep track of 
the Mississippi Conference’s 
2014 goal of one million meals 
packed for Stop Hunger Now.
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Apprenticeship is a Core Value for us in the Mississippi Conference. An apprentice is a person who is learning a craft 
or a trade from a master. An apprentice learns through immersion in the life, story and work of the master. The lan-
guage of apprenticeship is simply a new way of talking about the age-old mission of the church to make and to become 
disciples, that is, students of Jesus Christ. In each edition of The Circuit Rider during 2014, the Board of Discipleship 
will be offering a segment called “How I Became of Disciple” as a means of living out our Core Values. We hope you 
enjoy learning from your brothers and sisters who are telling of their journey in discipleship as we all seek to apprentice 
ourselves to our Master.

Rev. Chris McAlilly, 
Chair of the Mississippi Conference Board of Discipleship

My Faith Journey
I didn’t grow up in a church-going home.  We occasionally went to church, which was the Baptist church my mother was raised in.  I 
was baptized about age 8 or 9, but only because some buddies were being baptized.

However, when I was 14, my parents divorced.  We were living in Flowood at the time, so my mother and I moved back to West Point, 
our hometown.  In 1970 there was no room for divorced mothers in the Baptist Church, so some family members invited us to attend the 
little Methodist church where they belonged.  I was instantly welcomed by the congregation and the youth group.  I was also welcomed 
by the pastor, Rev. W. T. Dexter and his wife Betty.

W. T. Dexter was a larger-than-life character.  He had been Sheriff in Tishomingo County [Iuka] and his neighbor sheriff just across the 
line in McNairy County, Tennessee was the legendary Buford Pusser.  His sermons were often punctuated with real-life events and ad-
ventures, but always told to enhance the proclamation of the Gospel of Jesus Christ.  W. T. and Betty Dexter were the most passionate 
people of faith I had ever encountered.  They became my second parents and through them I and my future wife Susie both accepted 
Christ.

Almost immediately, I began to sense God’s call on my life.  I didn’t know what it was in the beginning, but with the guidance and dis-
cernment of the Dexters, I eventually responded.  I entered the candidacy process in 1979 and accepted my first appointment in 1980 
while I was a senior at Mississippi State University.

Through the years, I kept in touch with the Dexters.  Even though W. T. died in 1999, Betty continues to live in Iuka and we speak regu-
larly.

One final note: In my years of ministry, I was fortunate to work with a couple of senior pastors who had great influ-
ence on my life and ministry. One was the late Bill Appleby.  Bill was the most incredible administrator and planner 
I’ve ever had the privilege of knowing.  Whatever gifts I have in administration, I owe to Bill.  Later, I had the privilege 
of working with B. F. Lee.  B. F. was a tremendous leader and demonstrated to me the meaning of courage.  He led 
Starkville First UMC through a challenging time at great personal cost, but he faced it with great courage.  In later 
years when I found myself in those challenging ministry situations, I leaned on the example B. F. Lee had given me. 

Rev. Bob Rambo, Senior Pastor, Christ UMC

How I Became a Disciple

Matthew 18:15-20
New International Version (NIV)
Dealing With Sin in the Church

15 “If your brother or sister sins, go and point out their fault, just between the two of you. If they listen to you, you have won them over. 
16 But if they will not listen, take one or two others along, so that ‘every matter may be established by the testimony of two or three 
witnesses.’ 17 If they still refuse to listen, tell it to the church; and if they refuse to listen even to the church, treat them as you would a 
pagan or a tax collector.

18 “Truly I tell you, whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.

19 “Again, truly I tell you that if two of you on earth agree about anything they ask for, it will be done for them by my Father in heaven. 
20 For where two or three gather in my name, there am I with them.”

word POWER
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Bishop Swanson’s ALS Ice Bucket Challenge Includes Challenges
Photo right: Bishop James Swanson recently accepted the ALS Ice Bucket 
Challenge.

Bishop James Swanson, Sr., of the Mississippi Conference of The United 
Methodist Church issued a few of his own demands before facing the ALS 
Ice Bucket Challenge that his family videotaped. The recording features 
Swanson sitting in a chair with his grandchildren standing nearby to perform 
the big splash (two large pails of ice water). Before the soaking, Swanson 
urged his sons, members of his cabinet and staff to step up to the chal-
lenge. He also took the moment to call out the Mississippi Conference chal-
lenging them to top their one million meals packaging goal for Stop Hunger 
Now by 500,000.  To view Swanson’s video, go to www.facebook.com/vid-
eo.php?v=10204961758390263&set=vb.1430348223&type=2&theater. Be sure to follow the Mississippi Conference facebook page 
(www.facebook.com/pages/The-Mississippi-United-Methodist-Conference/436491529732524) where videos of those responding 
to Bishop Swanson’s contest will be posted.

Methodist Build: An Answer to Prayer for Many Jackson Families 
Habitat for Humanity Mississippi Capital Area

Photo right: At the dedication, new homeowner Maricha Roberts and 
her daughter thanked the many volunteers and donors of Methodist 
Build who made home ownership a dream come true—and an answer 
to prayer for her family.

For more than 20 years,several Methodist churches in the metro 
Jackson area have collaborated with Habitat for Humanity Mississippi 
Capital Area (HFHMCA) to build or rehab a house for a local family in 
need of better housing.  The churches refer with pride to this collabora-
tion as the Methodist Build.

Their involvement includes the donating of the funds for construction, 
and providing volunteers for the building of a new home or the rehab-
bing of a property donated to HFHMCA.

Recently volunteers from the Methodist Build partner churches helped 
to dedicate the most recent Methodist Build—the rehab of a house in south Jackson donated to HFHMCA by Bankof America. The 
Methodist Build Partners participating in this build included:

• Christ United Methodist Church
• Galloway Memorial United Methodist Church
• St. Luke’s United Methodist Church
• Alta Woods United Methodist Church

Connecting

Bishop On the Move
Mark your calendars to attend events where Bishop James E. Swanson Sr. will be visiting in the upcoming 
days.

• September 8-10, 2014 (Monday - Wednesday)
The Southeastern Jurisdiction College of Bishops will convene in Nashville, Tennessee and Bishop Swanson 
will be attending this event.

• September 14, 2014 (Sunday)
Bishop Swanson will be the evangelist for the 10:00 a.m. worship service at Hawkins United Methodist Church 
in Vicksburg.

First United Methodist Church of Yazoo City is having a revival and Bishop Swanson will be preaching at the 
6:00 p.m. service.

Bishop’s Journal
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• Anderson United Methodist Church
• Madison United Methodist Church
• St. Mark’s United Methodist Church

“Anderson United Methodist Church has supported Habitat financially and with volunteers for the past several years,” said Earnest Hart, 
chairman of the Anderson United Methodist Church Habitat Ministry and Habitat board member. “There is nothing more gratifying than 
to arrive on a work site to see just the foundation and by the end of the day, walls are standing.”

The personal connections between homeowners and the church partners are also 
gratifying. “One of the joys of Methodist Build over the years has been getting to know 
the family, working with the homeowner and meeting the children,” said Beverly Luehlf-
ing, a longtime volunteer from Christ United Methodist Church.  “I love when it comes 
time for the dedication because you can see how happy the family is to have a home.”

The Methodist Build partner churches are now beginning plans for future Methodist 
Builds, hoping to expand the partnership to include more Methodist churches in the 
Mississippi Capital Area. For more information on how to become a donor, volunteer or 
partner in future Methodist Builds, please contact Merrill McKewen, Resource Devel-
opment director, Habitat for Humanity Mississippi Capital Area at 601.353.6060 or 
mmckewen@habitatjackson.org.

Photo right: Earnest Hart presents Maricha Roberts with a Bible for her new home 
during the dedication.

Mission Concerns for Those in Iraq  
United Methodist News Service (UMNS)

Alleviation of human suffering and advocacy for justice and peace—two goals of United 
Methodist mission—dramatically come together in church responses to thousands of 
people being displaced and slaughtered by civil conflict in Iraq. Writing for the United 
Methodist Board of Global Ministries, Elliott Wright offers some details of the “highly 
complex situation.” To read more, go to www.umcmission.org/learn-about-us/news-
and-stories/2014/august/0828missionconcernsiraq.  

National Hunger Action Month, September  
United Methodist partner, the Society of St. Andrew, offers resources to make September a 
time to take a stand against hunger including a daily prayer calendar, study guides and chil-
dren’s sermon ideas. Visit www.endhunger.org/NHAM/ to access a daily calendar for prayer, 
bulletin inserts and study resources on National Hunger Action Month.

Faith Communities

A Morning in the Upper Room
From the Senatobia District

Photo right: The Rev.Tom Albin (center), dean of the Upper Room joins participants 
during the prayer time. 

Over 200 Methodists packed the sanctuary of Hernando United Methodist Church 
recently on a Saturday morning as the Senatobia District clergy and lay leadership 
responded to an invitation to spend “A Morning in The Upper Room.”

After a social time around breakfast, the session began at 9:00 a.m. with opening wor-
ship by a praise team from Getwell Road UMC.

The first speaker was Lindsey Lauderdale, a new member of Hernando UMC who 
recently joined the church by confession of faith and baptism. She told of her life and 
spiritual journey, reminding the group, as she spoke of being a “work in progress.” She 
had the crowd riveted with a wonderful testimony and witness.

District lay leader, Blair Jernigan and district superintendent, Andy Ray followed her, speaking of their own sense of urgency. Tom Albin 
from The Upper Room spoke next and described our Methodist “DNA”—those core values, mission and vision that God used to fuel the 
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early Methodist movement and church. Closing out the speakers was John Garrott, who explained a simple way to share faith in Christ, 
and the need for reliance on the Holy Spirit.  

An invitation to prayer was then given, and the prayer line lasted almost an hour! What a blessing to see God move in such a wonderful 
and powerful way!

The following testimony was received from an attendee:  

“I shared it with my church yesterday morning, which is the first time I actually had courage to stand up and witness about thanking God 
for what he has done in my life and how I want to make a change. It was food for the soul... The singing was beautiful and the knowl-
edge they gave us on how to go out as disciples I thought was the best part. It’s amazing how much one meeting can affect your life; 
make you want to do more.” 

Plan a Great Mission Trip to Nicaragua – February 2015
Message from Pastor Clint Ware, Eastlawn UMC in Pascagoula, Mississippi

I want to invite all my friends to join in partnering with our Method-
ist brothers and sisters in Nicaragua. Nicaragua is safe, close, 
relatively inexpensive and easy to get to. It is the second poorest 
country in the Western Hemisphere and is roughly the same size 
as Mississippi. Today there are only 18 Methodist congregations in 
Nicaragua, this compared to our over 1,000 churches in the Mis-
sissippi Conference. Of those 18, only seven have sanctuaries or a 
permanent building in which to hold worship, but things are chang-
ing!

In February of 2014, five churches partnered to raise money and 
send teams to complete a church building that had been under 
construction for eight years. Thanks to the passion and incredible 
job of planning by Wayne Jones, a lay person from Poplar Head 
United Methodist Church, and the efforts of the partner churches, 
the church building was completed in just five weeks! What an awesome example of The Power of We!  What was once a small, falter-
ing congregation is now an alive and vibrant church engaging their community through worship and children’s ministry.

This coming year we plan to do it again! Iglesia Evangelica Methodista El Buen 
Samaritano (The Good Samaritan Evangelical Methodist Church) is an active little 
church in Managua, the capitol of Nicaragua. When we visited in February there 
was a small shed where they held services, a tiny building with a rough kitchen 
and a rest room and few huts at the back of the lot where the pastor and his family 
lived. Since then, thanks to the fundraising efforts by Clinton First UMC and Jones, 
a new church building has been planned and the foundation was just completed.  
The lot is very narrow and will be a two-story building with the sanctuary on the 
second floor. This will allow handicap access from the street and room for future 
Sunday school rooms on the ground floor. 

The building schedule is being planned to start Monday, March 2, 2015 and finish-
ing Friday, April 17, 2015. Chester Molina is the local contractor. He’s a member of 
Villa Roma and is doing an awesome job!

The mission model we are using is working extremely well and is the definition of 
the body of Christ working together. We are building so much more than sanctuaries. Much of the skilled labor is done by local crafts-
men, many of whom are members of the church. Each week there will be a need for a construction team to help at the work site in Ma-
nagua. For some of the teams this will be a great opportunity to take part in one of the other 16 Methodist churches around the country 
to do vacation Bible schools, community service ministry or servant evangelism projects with these other congregations.  Clinton First 
UMC is continuing the ministry relationships begun in February by partnering with the church in Estelli and plan on doing ministry in 
Estelli in March of 2015 as well as continuing the construction at Villa Roma. Eastlawn UMC in Pascagoula plans on partnering with the 
church in the Condega community to help them minister to the families in their community amid their trip during holy week in 2015.

The hope is to have different teams each coming in for one week, arriving Saturday or Sunday, working Monday through Friday and 
leave Saturday, taking one day off during the week for sightseeing. Everyone is certainly welcome to adjust the schedule to suit their 
individual needs. If you arrive Saturday you could worship with the congregation on Sunday. Below is the current schedule: 

• Week 1, February 28 - March 7 (WNC Conference)
• Week 2, March 7 - March 14 (WNC Conference)
• Week 3, March 14 - March 21
• Week 4,  March 21 - March 28 (Clinton First UMC)
• Week 5,  March 28 - April 4 (Eastlawn UMC)
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• Week 6,  April 4 - April 11
• Week 7, April 11 - April 18

If there are small congregations that only have one or two persons who would like to help during construction, they can easily plug in 
with other groups. Jones and Rigoberto Acuña, the UMVIM coordinator in Nicaragua do a great job working together to help in the coor-
dination of hotels, interpreters, transportation, etc. 

For most teams, the cost per person will be around $900. In addition to this, the total fund raising goal to complete the Good Samaritan 
Evangelical Methodist Church building will be around $30,000. 

For more information or to inquire about how your church might be a part of what God is doing though Methodists in Nicaragua please 
email wayne@gulfofficesystems.com or call Wayne Jones at 228.596.5480.

Come join with us as we live out The Power of We in Nicaragua!

Administry

Protecting Our Churches: Financial Controls for Every Church   
Mississippi Conference Consultant, Arthur J. Gallagher Risk Management Services

There are several basic financial internal controls that every church should consider in carrying out its stewardship responsibilities. 
These controls can be boiled down to a single key concept: segregation, or separation, of financial duties, so that no one individual has 
access to all.

Download http://origin.library.constantcontact.com/download/get/file/1102747532396-1896/Protecting+Our+Churches+Financia
l+Controls.pdf to read examples of segregation duties.

Save the Date  |  Announcements

Camp Lake Stephens Fall Spiritual Life Retreats for Youth 
Download http://origin.library.constantcontact.com/download/get/file/1102747532396-
1893/Childrens_2014_print3.pdf for details about the children’s retreat. (Grades 3-6)
Download http://origin.library.constantcontact.com/download/get/file/1102747532396-
1894/JrSr_High_2014_print3-2.pdf for details about the junior and senior high retreat.

Church Furnishings for Sale
Could your church use some furniture or music material? The following items are available for purchase:

• a pulpit
• an altar rail
• a table
• an attendance register
• 22 pews
• Methodist hymnals
• new Heavenly Highway song books

Prices are negotiable and are currently housed in northeast Mississippi near Tupelo. For more information please call Vicki Wesson at 
662.282.7581 or on her cell phone at 662.871.5502..

2014 Charge Conference Forms
A message from the director of connectional ministries and communications:

The Mississippi Annual Conference—empowered by love, generosity, justice and apprenticeship—forms spiritual leaders, 
faith communities and connections so more disciples of Jesus Christ transform the world. Each charge conference gathering 
will be centered in a time of prayer and dialogue discerning how God is moving among each faith community to make more disciples. 
Some charge conferences will be gathered in clusters or groups while others will discern within a single congregation. Regardless of 
the make-up of your charge conference, the ethos of the gatherings will be the same: open and authentic holy conferencing evidencing 
our Core Values of love, generosity, justice and apprenticeship.    

Last year’s launch of the online process of Charge Conference Forms was a huge success! This year, you will notice a few changes:

1. We have added a new worksheet: Worksheet for Nominations Committee. This worksheet is intended to be a tool for your Nomi-
nations Committee in preparing for Charge Conference 2014. The positions you write on the worksheet will still need to be entered in 
the online forms along with individual’s mailing address and email address.

2. This year each church will have a user name and password. Your username is your GCFA#. Your password is your district number 
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plus the letters UMC. For example, if your district number is 12345, then your password would be 12345UMC. (Forgot your GCFA or 
District numbers? Goto top of this page for “Look up”)  You may log in and log out as frequently as you need. If you are entering for 
multiple churches in your charge, remember to log out and log in using the correct GCFA and district number combination.

3. We have also added Congregation’s Report (reflecting the state of the church.) The Vital Congregations Committee will be using 
your answers this year to align conference ministries so that vital congregations are at the center of our life together. Pastor, please 
gather with your council/administrative board or a small group from your congregation to discuss the questions on this form from the 
new leadership group Vital Congregations Committee.

4. The number of pages to be printed will be substantially less.
5. You do not have to save a link to re-access an incomplete form in order to complete the entry. Please note the instructions at the 

Finished Form question. After the forms are completed, the data needed for the database will be imported into the database system. 
(One of the many benefits is that district secretaries will not need to “rekey” data.)

6. Pastors, it is your responsibility to see that all reports are filed with the charge conference completely and correctly. Your reports will 
be due to the District Office for review one week before your charge conference. You have two options: a. print and mail to your 
District Office, b. save as pdf and attach to an email to your District Office. Even though you are completing many forms online and 
submitting them, you need to print two copies of every form and bring them to charge conference for signatures.

7. For questions, contact Cat Foster at cat@mississippi-umc.org or 769-243-7041, Monday through Friday, 8:00 a.m.-4:30 p.m. After 
hours please leave a message.

Helpful hints for data entry:
1. Do not abbreviate your city.
2. Do not enter text such as “same,” “as above,” and “n/a” because whatever you type into the form, goes into the database. (For ex-

ample, if there is no home phone, leave the cell blank.)
3. When entering a phone number, please use a hyphen instead of a period or space.
4. Please take seriously entering email addresses as this is our primary way of communication.

We pray charge conference will be a time of anticipation, expectation, and discernment.

Angel of Praze of Pine Bluff Arkansas at St. Mary’s UMC
September 6, 2014

The Angel of Praze of Pine Bluff Arkansas will be sponsoring a musical program on September 6, beginning at 5:30 p.m. in memory 
of the late Earnest Thomas. The program will be held at St. Mary’s United Methodist Church located at 3009 Harmony Road in Crystal 
Springs, Mississippi. All soloists, groups and choirs are invited to participate.

For additional information you may contact Helen Sandifer at 601.813.2768.

Bring Bedding, Health and School Kits for UMCOR Delivery
September 6, 2014

Covenant United Methodist Church in Columbus has recently completed 25 bedding kits, 50 health kits and they are currently working 
on 50 school kits. In mid-September, Covenant UMC will be delivering these kits to the United Methodist Committee on Relief’s (UM-
COR) storage and distribution facility where they will be shipped around the world.

Covenant UMC is happy to take additional kits. Simply get your kits or cleaning buckets to Covenant UMC located at 618 31st Avenue 
North in Columbus, Mississippi by September 6 and they will do the rest—just get those kits and buckets where they need to be.

For more information call Covenant’s missions and outreach coordinator, Frances Johnson at 662.328.1986.

Hispanic/Latino/a Heritage Month
September 15 - October 15, 2014

The United Methodist Board of Discipleship shares worship resources. Go to www.gbod.org/worship/church-civic-holidays/hispan-
ic-heritage-month.  

Day at the Pines
September 23, 2014

“A Day at the Pines,” an older adult event sponsored by the East and West Jackson Districts and older adult ministries at St. Matthew’s 
UMC of Madison, will be held September 23 at the Durr Wise Retreat Center at Camp Wesley Pines in Gallman, Mississippi. It is a full 
day of visiting with friends old and new, worship, entertainment, wonderful food and just plain having a good time.

For more information, download the brochure (http://origin.library.constantcontact.com/download/get/file/1102747532396-1895/
Pines+Brochure+-2014+%282%29.pdf) or call Nora Roberts of St. Matthew’s UMC at 601.856.9581. There is a mid-September dead-
line, so get your group registered now!
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Transforming Communities through Health Care Ministry
October 5-7, 2014

Registration is now open for the Mississippi Conference Health Ministries training event to be held at Camp Wesley Pines on October 
5-7, 2014. You are invited to attend and help recruit local, district and conference-wide teams to participate in this important training 
event. 

During this training you will learn how to “Transform Communities through Health Care Ministry.” Join Bishop James E. Swanson, Sr., 
training staff from the General Board of Church and Society, health professionals from the University of Mississippi Medical Center and 
Mississippi Conference staff. Join other Mississippi Conference lay members and clergy as we gather together and participate towards 
reaching the goal of transforming your community. 

This is an important program that has the ability of making a life-changing difference in your home church, your home town and your 
county and throughout Mississippi. Thank you for your continuing efforts in making our Mississippi Conference United Methodist 
churches a healthy place to be.

To get started, go to http://salsa3.salsalabs.com/o/50192/p/salsa/event/common/public/ and fill out the online information form.

Attend WellsFest in Jackson and Help Partners to End Homelessness 
September 27, 2014

The 31st WellsFest will be held Saturday, September 27 at Jamie Fowler Boyll Park, 
next to Smith-Wills Stadium on Lakeland Drive in Jackson. All proceeds will go towards 
Partners to End Homelessness.

One of the Southeast Tourism Society’s Top 20 events for September 2014, WellsFest 
features:

• nonstop music from some of the best bands in the Jackson area
• coffee, desserts, food and soft drinks
• an expanded arts and crafts vendor area
• a 5K run and walk and one-mile fun run
• a pet parade at 9:00 a.m.
• a plant sale
• a silent auction of goods and services
• a wide variety of children’s activities in a family-oriented, alcohol and drug-free atmo-
sphere

WellsFest Art Night will be held again at Duling Hall in Fondren on Tuesday, Sep-
tember 23. This event is free and includes refreshments by local restaurants Babalu and Table 100 and live music by Bill Ellison and 
Temperance Babcock.  The preview party begins at 5:30 p.m., and the live art auction at 7:00 p.m. A special feature is Mississippi wa-
tercolorist, Wyatt Waters painting a still life on site that will be sold at the end of the auction. A “buy-now” section will also be available 
beginning at 5:30 p.m. 

“We have come to perceive WellsFest as a gift of love to the Jackson community and to those charitable non-profit organizations who 
benefit as recipients of its proceeds,” said Keith Tonkel, Wells Memorial United Methodist Church pastor since 1969. “It is a day for 
families to get together and have a nice day for not a lot of cost.”

Shelley Johnson, executive director of Partners to End Homelessness, said the non-profit is thrilled to have been selected as this year’s 
beneficiary. “The monies earned from this event will be used to purchase vans to transport homeless individuals to job interviews, medi-
cal appointments, and the like, improving their chances to reach self-sufficiency,” shared Johnson.  “As our mission is to prevent and 
end homelessness, filling this gap in services will move us toward that end.”

The festivities will begin at 8:00 a.m. The 5K run and walk followed by a one-mile fun run will be directed by the Mississippi Track Club 
and the Bike Rack. The start and finish are at the little league baseball fields on Lakeland Drive across from Smith-Wills Stadium. 

After the pet parade at 9:00 a.m., the festival and live music will kick off at 10:00 a.m. and continue until 5:00 p.m., with well-known local 
rhythm and blues, folk blues and original indie rock. 

Children’s games, face painting, pony rides, a rock climbing wall and other activities will be available at the children’s area. Homemade 
desserts and coffee in the Geri Allen Coffeehouse, snow cones, cotton candy, popcorn, nachos, hamburgers, sausage dogs, soft drinks 
and bottled water will be sold. Admission and parking are free. 

From its modest beginning in the mid-1980s, WellsFest has grown to become a significant community-wide event, with all proceeds go-
ing each year to a different non-profit in the community. WellsFest was the recipient of the Governor’s Excellence in the Arts Award for 
Arts in 2012.

For more information about WellsFest, call 601.353.0658, visit www.wellsfest.org or visit the WellsFest Facebook page (www.face-
book.com/events/1534777143412400/?fref=ts).
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UNASHAMED Youth Event
October 25, 2014

The Mississippi Annual Conference cordially invites all young people (6th-
12th grade) to its youth conference held in conjunction with the 2014 Con-
vocation on the Black Church. The previous years have been an enormous 
success with vibrant guest speakers, activities and inspiring worship that 
generated chat on social media. This year’s event promises the same, while 
encouraging youth to live UNASHAMED as disciples of Christ for transfor-
mation of the world.

Don’t miss “UNASHAMED: Youth Living Boldly for Christ,” October 25, 
2014, at Brandon First UMC in Brandon, Mississippi. Registration begins at 
9:00 a.m. The event starts at 10:00 a.m. and ends at 3:30 p.m. Registration 
is $20 for each participant. Lunch will be served.

For more information contact Bernice Sykes at bysykes@att.net or Angela 
Griffin at angela@mississippi-umc.org.

The Gathering 
February 27 - March 1, 2015
Christ UMC in Jackson, Mississippi

The Lord moved in powerful ways at The Gathering 2014. We are praying 
for God to move even bigger in 2015!

Mark your calendars! Rev. William Rambo, associate pastor at the Orchard 
United Methodist Church in Tupelo and Bishop James E. Swanson, Sr., 
episcopal leader of the Mississippi Area are both amazing communica-
tors and will be the guest speakers at the Gathering 2015. Worship leader, 
Steve Fee, will bring energy even higher than before. Amena Brown will 
bring a powerful experience with her spoken word art. A dance crew that has 
performed all around the country at youth camps and NBA half-time shows, 
Remote Kontrol, will be here! This will be an amazing weekend! You don’t 
want to miss it.

Non-refundable registration costs:
$55 Early Bird Registration (paid online or postmarked by January 21, 2015)
$60 Regular Registration (paid online or postmarked by February 16, 2015)
$65 Late Registration (paid online or postmarked after February 16, 2015)

Provide payment in advance by check to the conference office.

To register for The Gathering 2015, go to www.signup4.net/Public/ap.aspx. Contact Mike Howington, Mississippi Conference youth 
and families coordinator at 601.354.0515 for additional information and details about available scholarships.

Skillet Candied Sweet Potatoes  

Thinly slice scrubbed potatoes, 1/4-inch. Stir potato slices in preheated oil 
(medium to medium-high) until done. Blend melted butter, vanilla, cinnamon and 
sugar in measuring cup. Add this sauce to the potatoes over low heat. Gently turn 
potatoes in sauce while heating through. Serve.

— Donna Fleming, from “Loaves and Fishes” a collection of favorites from St. 
Paul United Methodist Church in Ocean Springs, Mississippi

Methodist Tested Recipes

3 to 4 sweet potatoes
¾ cups of dark brown sugar
¾ cups of butter, melted

1 teaspoon cinnamon
½ teaspoon vanilla
2 tablespoons of canola oil

Have a recipe that is too good to keep to yourself? Share it with our Circuit Rider readers. Email your favorite recipes to 
news@mississippi-umc.org.
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As a courtesy to the Mississippi Annual Conference, job announcements from across the United Methodist connection are featured in 
The Circuit Rider. To submit an employment notice, send an email to news@mississipppi-umc.org.  Postings are not guaranteed to 
appear more than once in this newsletter. Read a description of job opening(s) listed below.

Employment Opportunities
• Missional Employment Opportunity - COPA
Two-year positions for volunteers  paid a stipend of $450/month; they would have housing and medical provided. We are looking for a main-
tenance / accounting person and for an education advisor- both hopefully bilingual English/Spanish. For more information contact Marlene 
Huggins, personnel COPA at 352.753.7901.

• Part-time to 3/4 time Children’s Minister, Johnston Chapel UMC
Johnston Chapel United Methodist Church, in Summit, Mississippi is advertising for a part-time choir director position beginning immediately. 
Salary is commensurate with experience.

Job description and application upon request. Contact: Ron Humphrey (601) 248-1569.

Job:  Children’s Minister (part-time to 3/4 time), 
Where:  Southaven First United Methodist Church
Salary:  Commensurate with experience   

Description:  

    • Plan Events for children such as VBS, Fall Festival, Family Fun Nights, etc.
    • Responsible for recruiting and training volunteers for Sunday school, Children’s Church and other children’s events
    • Responsible for Wednesday Night children’s ministry program
    • Be a bridge to our day care, pre-school and after school care 
    • Responsible for follow-up with children and parents after big events like VBS
    • Work with Senior Pastor and Minister of Music and other staff as part of a ministry team

Contact:  Rev. Hal Hall, Senior Pastor Southaven FUMC, 723 Star Landing Road East, Nesbit, MS 38651

• Director of Congregational Care and Education, Porterfield Memorial UMC, Albany, GA
Porterfield United Methodist Church, a 2,800-member congregation in the South Georgia Annual Conference, seeks a dynamic, experienced 
leader to develop, equip, and direct the areas of Congregational Care and Education.  

Congregational Care: This person will work with Porterfield’s ministry team in the development and implementation of a new model for 
Congregational Care. Following successful implementation, the individual will be responsible for managing Porterfield’s Congregational Care 
ministry. 

Responsibilities include developing a training guide, as well as recruiting, training, and equipping laity to serve as Congregational Care Min-
isters. This position would also include leading the laity in Disciple Bible Study and/or Alpha as a part of the requirements to be a Congrega-
tional Care leader. The Director of Congregational Care and Education will also be responsible for managing the documentation necessary for 
an effective Congregational Care ministry and providing periodic reports on the progress and success of the Congregational Care ministry.

Education Ministry: Education Ministry includes responsibility for Church School, Bible studies, and all other areas of teaching ministry.  This 
would include teaching on Wednesday mornings and evenings, Sunday evenings, and seasonal studies. In addition, this person will work with 
Sunday school leaders to select and order material for classes. Also, the ideal candidate will coordinate with the Children and Youth Ministers 
to implement a discipleship strategy in those areas of ministry that are consistent with the overall program developed for Porterfield.  

Requirements: Minimum of a bachelor’s degree in a ministry-related field. A seminary education is preferred. The person who fills this position 
must also have an understanding of Wesleyan theology and of the doctrine of The United Methodist Church, and be in agreement with both.  
A background in The United Methodist Church is preferred.

This position is a full-time position. The person who fills this position will report to the Senior Pastor, but must be able to work effectively in a 
ministry team.  Weekly staff meetings and monthly planning meetings are required, as is attendance in Church Council meetings and all other 
meetings as would be necessary to fulfill the responsibilities of the Director of Congregational Care and Education position and this ministry. 

Deadline to submit resume: Monday, Sept. 15, 2014
Please send resume to jwillcox@mcdr-law.com with “Porterfield Director of Congregational Care/Education” in the subject line.

• Mississippi Annual Conference Postion Openings 
On June 7, The Mississippi Annual Conference of The United Methodist Church approved a new organizational structure. The new structure 
is a framework to more intentionally organize and align the work of staff, boards, agencies and committees to be more responsive to the 

Employment 
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movement of the Holy Spirit and join God’s mission in the world. Our purpose:

The Mississippi Annual Conference—empowered by love, generosity, justice and apprenticeship—forms spiritual leaders, faith communities 
and connections so more disciples of Jesus Christ transform the world.

While keeping our values at our core, we – as an annual conference – are primarily responsible for forming spiritual leaders, forming vital faith 
communities and connecting ministries, all of which are supported through networking ideas, telling our stories and administrative ministry. 
The new structure depicts the authority of annual conference and core functional leadership roles that will help us better live out The POWER 
of We.

Below the job descriptions for two new positions for leaders who will play key roles in the new structure. We invite you to share these job de-
scriptions with everyone you know who may have gifts, grace and skill sets that align with the needs presented in the postings. We trust God 
is calling these two persons into these positions so that we may join God’s mission in the world.

• Director of Forming Faith Communities Position Description
The Director of Forming Faith Communities will serve the Mississippi Annual Conference by working to establish new congregations, helping 
to lead existing congregations in becoming revitalized, and giving guidance to struggling congregations seeking to remain viable. Undergirding 
these efforts will be the Conference’s core values of Love, Generosity, Justice, and Apprentices of Discipleship.

ESSENTIAL FUNCTIONS:
• Work with district leaders to identify areas needing new faith communities expected to develop into chartered congregations within 6-8 years.
• Work with district leaders to establish expected benchmarks for new congregations, and ensuing accountability if new congregations estab-
lish a pattern of falling below the benchmarks.

• Work with district leaders to ensure that new church pastors and their teams receive the initial training and ongoing support, coaching, re-
sourcing, and supervision necessary to establish and sustain vital communities of faith.

• Work with district leaders in discerning congregations with high potential and a readiness to become more vital if provided appropriate inter-
vention and support, and then identifying what intervention and support are appropriate.

• Work with the Mississippi United Methodist Foundation to establish the Vital Congregations Endowment Fund, and assist local churches in 
developing an endowment strategy.

• Serve as a broker for a variety of resources (e. g. Vacation Bible School and Sunday School curricula) that may help congregations become 
more vital and sustainable.

• Work with district leaders in identifying congregations evidencing a declining pattern of missional effectiveness and financial sustainability, 
and those with the greatest potential for creative interventions.

• Work with district leaders in exploring intervention options for struggling congregations.

MINIMUM QUALIFICATIONS:
• Master’s degree in Christian Ministry or Bachelor’s degree in related area and five years of experience in Vital Christian ministry.
• Demonstrated effective leadership and participation in new and vital Christian ministry. 
• Demonstration of an understanding of and ability to work with diverse congregations. 
• Demonstration of effective use of leading edge technology through development and analysis of statistical and demographic data including, 
but not limited, to Mission Insite and Vital Signs. 

• Ability to work in harmony as a member of a larger staff. 
• Demonstrated effective verbal and written communication skills. 
• Demonstrated competency in United Methodist history, polity, and theology.

CONFERENCE COMMITTEE PARTNERSHIPS:
New Church Development, Revitalization, Parish and Community Development, Small Membership Church, Urban Ministry, Multicultural and 
Ethnic Outreach, Native American Ministry, and Hispanic Ministries as they currently exist will be reformulated into one committee with work-
ing sub committees for each area in compliance with the Discipline. 

THE IDEAL CANDIDATE WILL:
• Embody passion for seeing the Kingdom of God expand vigorously in our state and world. 
• Demonstrate the heart of an evangelist. 
• Cast vision. 
• Practice daily disciplines of prayer and scripture reading/reflection for the work of the Kingdom. 
• Engage as a coach/mentor/teacher/good listener.
• Identify and recruit talent, and train leaders. 
• Possess an entrepreneurial spirit and heart. 
• Understand and evidence gifts in stewardship emphasis and fund raising.

HOURS/SALARY:
This is a full time exempt position. The salary will be commensurate with experience.

APPLICATIONS FOR THIS POSITION:
Applications for this position will be received by email only. Email your letter of intent and resume to Angela Griffin, angela@mississippi-
umc.org. The deadline for applications is September 15, 2014.
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Stay Connected

www.facebook.com/pages/The-Mississippi-United-Methodist-Conference/436491529732524

https://twitter.com/Mississippi_UMC

www.youtube.com/channel/UCSRtxv_Kix8IbYuHKRMLIjg

www.flickr.com/photos/119483421@N02/

Stay Connected with ConnecTText
Mississippi United Methodists with the ability to receive text messaging via phone are encouraged to sign up for ConnecTText. 
The service is another option for people to stay informed about important dates and other conference happenings.

To sign up for ConnecTText:
1. Remember, you must have the ability to get text messages on your phone.
2. From your mobile phone, text the letters ‘MSUMC’ to the number 95577 and press send.
3. Wait a few seconds for a confirmation text and you’re connected!

Mississippi Conference’s Mobile App—MY MSUMC 
MY MSUMC—the Mississippi Conference of The United Methodist Church’s official mobile app—is available at no cost on all iPhone, 
Android, Galaxy and Blackberry phones and their corresponding pads and tablets.

MY MSUMC allows easy access to the latest conference events, local UM news and The Circuit Rider. The MY MSUMC app presents 
users with a unique opportunity to interact with the conference by submitting prayer requests, recording audio of personal testimonies 
and posting comments via facebook and twitter. Plus, the ‘Our Districts’ feature shows a comprehensive list of district contact informa-
tion and even directions from the user’s current location—all from a mobile smart phone or tablet device.

Feel free to leave a comment about the app on the Mississippi United Methodist Conference facebook and twitter pages.


