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Learn how The POWER of We fuels our beliefs.  

A collection of stories that model each of The Mississippi Conference Core Values (tabs shown at 
left); love, generosity, justice and apprenticeship can be found at the links listed below.

LOVE:  Visit www.mississippi-umc.org/pages/detail/1412

GENEROSITY: Visit www.mississippi-umc.org/pages/detail/1413

JUSTICE: Visit www.mississippi-umc.org/pages/detail/1414

APPRENTICESHIP: Visit www.mississippi-umc.org/pages/detail/1415

Your  Connec t ion  to The Miss iss ipp i  Annua l  Conference

The Circuit Rider
Wednesday  |  August 20, 2014

Calling on the Connection 
after Violence

Our Values

LOVE

GENEROSITY

JUSTICE

APPRENTICESHIP

T h e  P O W E R  o f  W e

The Rev. F. Willis Johnson (left), pastor of Wellspring Church, a 
United Methodist congregation in Ferguson, Missouri and the Rev. 
Matt Miofsky, lead pastor of The Gathering, a multi-site United 
Methodist congregation in the St. Louis area, stand together near 
the site where Michael Brown was killed in Ferguson, Missouri.
See story on page 4.

The mission of the 
Mississippi Annual 
Conference is to make 
disciples of Jesus Christ for 
the transformation of the 
world.

2014 Annual   
Conference Session 
Review
Visit the links below to view or 
download the following:

• 2014-2015 Mississippi Con-
ference Appointments: www.
mississippi-umc.org/pages/
detail/1376

• Special Annual Conference 
Edition of The Circuit Rider: 
www.mississippi-umc.org/
pages/detail/1443

• 2014 Annual Conference 
Photos: www.flickr.com/
photos/119483421@N02/

Share Your News in  
The Circuit Rider
For submission guidelines, visit 
www.mississippi-umc.org/
pages/detail/1418.
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Matthew 16:13-20
New International Version (NIV)
Peter Declares That Jesus is the Messiah

13 When Jesus came to the region of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, “Who do people say the Son of Man is?”

14 They replied, “Some say John the Baptist; others say Elijah; and still others, Jeremiah or one of the prophets.”

15 “But what about you?” he asked. “Who do you say I am?”

16 Simon Peter answered, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.”

17 Jesus replied, “Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah, for this was not revealed to you by flesh and blood, but by my Father in 
heaven. 18 And I tell you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not overcome it.19 I will 
give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven; whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will 
be loosed in heaven.” 20 Then he ordered his disciples not to tell anyone that he was the Messiah. 

word POWER

Bishop On the Move
Mark your calendars to attend events where Bishop James E. Swanson Sr. will be visiting in the upcom-
ing days.

• August 24, 2014 (Sunday)
Bishop Swanson will be preaching at the 11:00 a.m. and 3:00 p.m. worship services at Red Oak United 
Methodist Church in Stockbridge, Georgia.

• August 31, 2014 (Sunday)
Bishop Swanson will be preaching at the 10:00 a.m. worship service at Journey of Faith United Methodist 
Church in Humble, Texas.

• September 8-10, 2014 (Monday - Wednesday)
The Southeastern Jurisdiction College of Bishops will convene in Nashville, Tennessee and Bishop 
Swanson will be attending this event.

• September 14, 2014 (Sunday)
Bishop Swanson will be the evangelist for the 10:00 a.m. worship service at Hawkins United Methodist 
Church in Vicksburg.

First United Methodist Church of Yazoo City is having a revival and Bishop Swanson will be preaching at the 6:00 p.m. service.

Bishop’s Journal

Half-Way to One Million Meals Goal  
for Stop Hunger Now
Track the SHN Goal on Facebook
By Tamica Smith Jeuitt, Sr. Communications Specialist

Photo right: Delphine Swanson packed meals during the 2014 annu-
al conference session where volunteers surpassed a goal of 100,000 
meals by nearly 2,200.

Nearly three months since the official launch of the conference-wide 
campaign to pack one million meals for the hunger relief agency, Stop 
Hunger Now, organizers are reporting that Mississippi United Method-
ists are over the half-way point towards the goal, with 575,640 meals 
packed. One person who is not surprised by this figure is the first 
lady of the Mississippi Annual Conference, Delphine Swanson; she is 
leading the effort and encouraging congregations, United Methodist 
groups and individuals to get involved.

Connecting
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“The reason is because I know the Mississippi Conference can do it. We believe in what the Bible says, we can do all things through 
Christ Jesus who strengthens us...We are Living Out The POWER of We,” said Swanson. Living Out The POWER of We is the Missis-
sippi Annual Conference theme.

It took the strength of more than 100 volunteers on one Wednesday evening in July to pack roughly 20,000 meals at Main Street UMC 
in Hattiesburg. Mickye Kizer said they did it in just over two hours. “We had a sub and serve for people to come together and eat supper 
and pack meals for Stop Hunger Now... everybody stayed busy and stayed on task and worked really hard.”     

Minda Purdie, one of the participants wrote about her experience stating that, “Giving money to a hunger offering is good (and needed), 
but participating in an event like this connects you to service in a deeper way. Actually handling these meals, knowing they would feed 
six other people I will likely never meet, changed the way I looked at each small bag.” to ready Purdie’s entire message, download 
http://origin.library.constantcontact.com/download/get/file/1102747532396-1890/Purdie+Reflection.pdf.  

While churches are doing their part, groups like the United Methodist Men are also pitching in to make sure the conference exceeds the 
one million mark.

Tracking the Goal on Facebook
The Mississippi Conference Missions team is helping bring awareness to the One Million Meals Campaign and tracking the goal. Vol-
unteer, Cheryl Farr created the Facebook page MS Conference Goal of 1,000,000 Meals for Stop Hunger Now. On the page people 
can find out where packing events are scheduled, as well as view pictures and read about the various meal packaging events. People 
are welcomed to “like” the page and post supporting comments. Swanson said, “The Missions team has provided us with a lot of infor-
mation that will help us track our success.”

Stop Hunger Now is an international hunger relief agency that has been fulfilling its commitment to end hunger for more than 15 years. 
The organization has coordinated the distribution of food and other lifesaving aid to children and families all over the world.Stop Hunger 
Now has a meal packaging program. They have perfected the assembly process that combines rice, soy, dehydrated vegetables and 
a flavoring mix—plus vitamins and minerals into small meal packets. The food stores easily, has a shelf-life of two years and transports 
quickly to those in need.  

The conference was notified recently by Matt Casteel, the Mississippi Stop Hunger Now program manager, that their meals had been 
shipped to their partner, Mission of Hope, to reach those in need.

If you are interested in hosting a meal packaging event, contact Matt Casteel at mcasteel@stophungernow.org. To share pictures and 
stories from your event, send them to Cheryl Farr at cheryl@mississippiummissions.org, or news@mississippi-umc.org. To view 
the Mississippi Conference’s Stop Hunger Now Facebook page, visit www.facebook.com/msacshngoal.

2014 Charge Conference Forms
A message from the director of connectional ministries and communications:
The Mississippi Annual Conference—empowered by love, generosity, justice and apprenticeship—forms spiritual leaders, 
faith communities and connections so more disciples of Jesus Christ transform the world. Each charge conference gathering 
will be centered in a time of prayer and dialogue discerning how God is moving among each faith community to make more disciples. 
Some charge conferences will be gathered in clusters or groups while others will discern within a single congregation. Regardless of 
the make-up of your charge conference, the ethos of the gatherings will be the same: open and authentic holy conferencing evidencing 
our Core Values of love, generosity, justice and apprenticeship.    

Last year’s launch of the online process of Charge Conference Forms was a huge success! This year, you will notice a few changes:

1. We have added a new worksheet: Worksheet for Nominations Committee. This worksheet is intended to be a tool for your Nomi-
nations Committee in preparing for Charge Conference 2014. The positions you write on the worksheet will still need to be entered in 
the online forms along with individual’s mailing address and email address.

2. This year each church will have a user name and password. Your username is your GCFA#. Your password is your district number 
plus the letters UMC. For example, if your district number is 12345, then your password would be 12345UMC. (Forgot your GCFA or 
District numbers? Goto top of this page for “Look up”)  You may log in and log out as frequently as you need. If you are entering for 
multiple churches in your charge, remember to log out and log in using the correct GCFA and district number combination.

3. We have also added Congregation’s Report (reflecting the state of the church.) The Vital Congregations Committee will be using 
your answers this year to align conference ministries so that vital congregations are at the center of our life together. Pastor, please 
gather with your council/administrative board or a small group from your congregation to discuss the questions on this form from the 
new leadership group Vital Congregations Committee.

4. The number of pages to be printed will be substantially less.
5. You do not have to save a link to re-access an incomplete form in order to complete the entry. Please note the instructions at the 

Finished Form question. After the forms are completed, the data needed for the database will be imported into the database system. 
(One of the many benefits is that district secretaries will not need to “rekey” data.)

6. Pastors, it is your responsibility to see that all reports are filed with the charge conference completely and correctly. Your reports will 
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be due to the District Office for review one week before your charge conference. You have two options: a. print and mail to your 
District Office, b. save as pdf and attach to an email to your District Office. Even though you are completing many forms online and 
submitting them, you need to print two copies of every form and bring them to charge conference for signatures.

7. For questions, contact Cat Foster at cat@mississippi-umc.org or 769-243-7041, Monday through Friday, 8:00 a.m.-4:30 p.m. After 
hours please leave a message.

Helpful hints for data entry:
1. Do not abbreviate your city.
2. Do not enter text such as “same,” “as above,” and “n/a” because whatever you type into the form, goes into the database. (For ex-

ample, if there is no home phone, leave the cell blank.)
3. When entering a phone number, please use a hyphen instead of a period or space.
4. Please take seriously entering email addresses as this is our primary way of communication.

We pray charge conference will be a time of anticipation, expectation, and discernment.

2014-2015 Pastors Directory 
The office of connectional ministries and communications is thrilled to help you connect with pastors across the Mississippi connection. 
The link below takes you to the new 2014-2015 Pastors Directory.  The new directory also includes contact information for partnerships 
of the conference-camps, district offices, retired and active pastors and more! If you identify information that needs revising, please 
notify your district office of changes. This directory will be updated periodically on the Mississippi Conference of The United Methodist 
Church website: www.mississippi-umc.org.

To see the new directory of Mississippi Conference connections and pastors, go to http://msumc.s3.amazonaws.com/23DC3A25CB2
D4B7299D3A7A95CF648B1_Directory%2008182014.pdf.   

Making the Connection—Conference Lay Leader 
Meets General Secretary  
Photo right: Timothy Crisler and Bishop Ivan Abrams met in early August.

Timothy Crisler, the Mississippi Conference lay leader, was pictured earlier this 
month with Bishop Ivan Abrahams, general secretary for World Methodist Coun-
cil. The pair met during the conference “A Call to United Methodist Walking with 
Palestinian Christians for Holy Justice and Peace.” The gathering was held in 
Dayton, Ohio. Hundreds of United Methodists attended from around the connec-
tion. Crisler shared that Abrams reminded participants that the Old Testament 
calls them to pray for peace in Jerusalem (Psalm 122:6), a city sacred to three 
religions and that unfortunately this reverence has been shattered by the events 
unfolding there.

The goal of the event was to employ prayer, fellowship and study to enable United Methodists in partnership with Palestinian Christians 
to seek to put God’s call to love all our neighbors into action for justice and peace.

Missouri Bishop Asks for Support after Violence 
United Methodist News Service (UMNS)

Photo right: People hold hands and pray during a vigil near the site where 
Michael Brown was killed in Ferguson, Missouri.

Missouri Area Bishop Robert Schnase says United Methodists have 
worked to heal conflict and foster peace and justice in days following the 
police shooting death of an unarmed teenager in Ferguson, Missouri. “We 
ask for your support,” Schnase said, urging those who want to help to be in 
touch with the Rev. Willis Johnson, pastor of Wellspring United Methodist 
Church. Under Johnson’s leadership, the church has been on the forefront 
of efforts to ease tensions and seek the truth. To read his statement, go to 
www.moumethodist.org/news/detail/947.

United Methodist Mission Leaders Express Solidarity 
United Methodist News Service (UMNS)

Top executives at the United Methodist Board of Global Ministries recently expressed solidarity with Christians and other religious and 
ethnic minorities in Iraq as they are driven from their homes, some herded into isolated encampments where they face death by starva-
tion and thirst. To read the statement, go to http://umcconnections.org/2014/08/08/umcmissioniraqstatement-2/.
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Fighting Malaria Means Fighting Ebola 
United Methodist News Service (UMNS)

Photo right: Digba Massaquoi waits with her 5-year-old son, Lahai, who 
is ill, at the health clinic in Benduma, outside Bo, Sierra Leone. Beside her 
on the bench are insecticide-treated mosquito nets provided by Imagine No 
Malaria as part of an integrated health campaign.  Photo by Mike DuBose, 
UMNS

The biggest Ebola outbreak in recorded history is sweeping across Guinea, 
Sierra Leone and Liberia, and has a foothold in Nigeria. United Methodist 
health workers equipped by Imagine No Malaria to fight malaria, are now 
also fighting Ebola. Julia Frisbie, an Imagine No Malaria field coordinator in 
the Pacific Northwest and a writer and regular contributor to www.umcor.
org, writes about how those trained professionals are making a difference.  
To read the story, go to www.umc.org/news-and-media/fighting-malaria-means-fighting-ebola.

Faith Communities

Preparing for Charge Conference  
The clergy and laity of the Senatobia District have been invited to spend “A 
Morning in the Upper Room” on August 23.  This special event is in antici-
pation of charge conferences 2014.  On a weekly basis, a group of faithful 
have gathered in various locations around the district to undergird this 
effort in prayer.  Pictured are Billy Fielder, Bernice Sykes, Calvert Shideler, 
Joann Freeman, Christine Fielder, Cheryl Denley, Bill Scott, Keith Mason, 
Blair Jernigan, Teena Scott and John Garrott.  Photo was taken by dis-
trict superintendent, Andy Ray, who presented the group with cedar palm 
crosses that he made in appreciation of their commitment.  Not pictured are 
Harmon and Lyn Massey and Craig Shideler, also members of this prayer 
group.

No Bites at Night
By Carol Van Bommel-Smith

Photo right: Cameron Dedeaux, Layla Matson and Shanice Matson are 
representing the youth of their church fighting Malaria.   

Delisle Mount Zion UMC’s United Methodist Men and the children’s Sunday 
school class are about to wrap up their outreach ministry “No Bites at 
Night.” Their ministry goal is to purchase mosquito nets for children in sub-
Saharan Africa as part of an effort to combat Malaria (a mosquito-borne 
disease) in that part of the world. According to research, Malaria kills a 
child every 60 seconds.

The seeds for this ministry were sown from a visitor one Sunday, who 
shared that $10 would buy mosquito bed netting that would be enough to 
impact the spread of Malaria.

Later, Fred Kately spoke to children during Sunday school about raising 
monies for nets through aluminum can collections. The children enthusias-
tically embraced the idea. The following offices and children were appointed by the Sunday school class: president, Cameron Dedeaux; 
vice-president, Iris Pilgrim; treasurer, Shanice Matson and secretary, Layla Matson. Over $150 along with the proceeds from cashing in 
25 bags of aluminum cans will be turned in to purchase $10 nets.

Schedule Mississippi Missionary Visit
Native Mississippian Margaret Madison will be home “itinerating” August 28 through September 9 to discuss her missionary work 
through the General Board of Global Ministries of The United Methodist Church. Madison serves as a church and community worker 
with Community Development for All People (CD4AP) in Columbus, Ohio. The Community Development for All People Corporation is a 
faith-based, nonprofit community-development organization dedicated to creating a community that welcomes and cares for all people. 
CD4AP works to improve the economic, social and spiritual quality of life for residents of the south side of Columbus. They build and 
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rehab affordable housing for sale or rent. As the housing specialist for Community Development for All People, 
Madison explains she spends much of her time doing the paperwork necessary to keep the program in compli-
ance.  

“What is exciting for me is the end result-seeing people qualify for their first home or qualify to move into the 
nicest rental their family has ever lived in,” she said.

There are some Mississippi United Methodist churches supporting Madison’s program. She is planning to visit 
with those congregations but welcomes invitations to share her story with other United Methodist churches 
around the state. To read Margaret Madison’s bio, go to www.umcmission.org/Explore-Our-Work/Mission-
aries-in-Service/Missionary-Profiles. To schedule her to talk with your church or group, contact Lou Ann 
Staggs, the Mississippi Conference secretary of Global Ministries at nadist@bellsouth.net.

Other Mississippians serving through the Global Ministries of The United Methodist Church are Earnestine 
Varnado, Gordon and Maria Greathouse, Jeff and Ellen Hoover and Rhett Thompson. You can read about their 
service under missionary profiles on the Global Ministries of The United Methodist Church website, www.umcmission.org.

For information about Missions in Mississippi, visit www.mississippiummissions.org.

Margaret Madison

Students

Eleven UM-related Schools Make “Greenest” List 
United Methodist News Service (UMNS)

Three United Methodist-related schools placed in the top 10 of Sierra magazine’s ranking of America’s greenest colleges and universi-
ties, while eight more made the list of 173 green schools. American University in Washington ranked second, Dickinson College in Car-
lisle, Pennsylvania, was third and Green Mountain College in Poultney, Vermont, was No. 8.The magazine is a publication of the Sierra 
Club environmental group.  To see the full listing, go to www.sierraclub.org/sierra/2014-5-september-october/cool-schools-2014/
full-ranking.

Global Young People Adopt Petitions for the General Conference
General Board of Discipleship (GBOD)  

Despite enduring a devastating typhoon, United Methodist young people and adult leaders from 34 countries successfully completed 
their convocation and legislative assembly in the Philippines and adopted petitions for presentation to the next General Conference.

As participants in the Global Young People’s Convocation and Legislative Assembly (GYPCLA), organized by Young People’s Minis-
tries division of the General Board of Discipleship (GBOD), were arriving on July 16, Typhoon Rammasun hit the Philippines, damaging 
many areas, including the group’s meeting site.   

“Despite the typhoon that damaged the retreat center where the gathering was to be held, we were able to move forward and accom-
plish the goals of the global convocation and legislative assembly in a new location,” said Michael Ratliff, associate general secretary at 
GBOD and head of Young People’s Ministries (YPM). “We’re thankful that no one from our group was injured during the typhoon.”

After the eye of the typhoon passed over, everyone gathered in the retreat center’s assembly hall, the only building on the property that 
was intact, Ratliff said. 

“During that time, young people sang and prayed and just spent time sharing with each other in spite of the storm that was raging out-
side,” he said. “We were able to move the whole conference—something that had been planned over three years’ time—in three hours 
to a new location where the young people were willing to do what needed to happen in order for the event to go forward.”

To view a video documenting the young people’s experiences in the Philippines, go to http://bit.ly/1rsfhW8.  

The legislative assembly discussed legislation submitted by young people for consideration and adopted five petitions which will be sent 
to the church’s General Conference in 2016.

“This is an opportunity for young people to share their concerns for the church and the world and have those concerns be considered 
by General Conference without going through the filters of other groups or organizations,” Ratliff said.

The adopted petitions are: 

• “Leave Room for Young People” - Asks that annual conferences ensure representation across all age groups, by whenever possible, 
electing one of every three lay delegates as a youth or a young adult 

• “Consideration of the Schedules of Young People Petition”- Asks annual conferences to consider the schedules of young people when 
setting its meeting times for boards and committees 

• “Aligning Investments with Social Principles” - Petition for the Book of Resolutions would support the divestment of The United 
Methodist Church from Caterpillar, HP and Motorola due to their contracts with Israel that go toward supporting efforts in the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict.

• “Beyond Resolutions to Environmental Action” - Asks all levels of the church to conduct an environmental study
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• “Specific Mention to Prohibit the Exclusion of Membership Based on Sexual Orientation” - Seeks to change the list for inclusiveness of 
the church, in Article 4 of The Book of Discipline, to add the words “gender or sexual orientation”

In the final assembly session, GYPCLA delegates overwhelmingly approved a “Statement of Unity” that says no one controversy, like 
homosexuality, should divide the church.

“We urge everyone to seek solutions that promote our global unity as the United Methodist Church of Jesus Christ, rather than focus 
only on the issues that divide us, so that we may faithfully live out our mission of making disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation 
of the world,” the statement says.

Also attending the gathering as non-voting delegates were 42 young people commissioned by the General Board of Global Ministries 
as Generation Transformation Global Mission Fellows. The fellows, aged 20-30, represented 11 countries and will spend two years 
serving in mission and social justice ministries at international and domestic sites. 

“We were able to participate in their commissioning service and got to know them a little bit while we were there,” said Chris Wilterdink, 
director of Young People’s Ministries Development at YPM. “And they got to interact with some of the delegates and other participants 
from GYPCLA.”

Due to the typhoon, major changes had to be made quickly so the gathering could proceed. 

In a matter of hours, with the help of the local staff in the Philippines, the entire conference and its participants was moved to a new 
location 26 miles away, Wilterdink said. The lost time resulted in a condensed and rearranged schedule, but none of the planned work-
shops, leadership training and legislative sessions were omitted.

“There was a lot of community building that happened on buses and vans as we were getting folks from here to there and all over the 
place,” Wilterdink said.

On Sunday, the attendees divided into seven groups and worshiped at Manila-area Methodist churches.

The participants also helped the United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR) assemble 600 packets of locally purchased food 
which were distributed by the National Council of Churches in the Philippines to a community damaged by the typhoon. 

“It was great for everybody who was there to be able to give back,” Wilterdink said.

GBOD’s mission is to support annual conference and local church leaders for their task of equipping world-changing disciples. An agen-
cy of The United Methodist Church, GBOD is located at 1908 Grand Ave. in Nashville, Tenn. For more information, visit www.gbod.org, 
the Press Center at www.gbod.org/about/press-center or call the Communications Office at 877.899.2780, Ext. 1726.

Administry

The Offering 
By Mike Hicks, Mississippi United Methodist Foundation

I continue to visit many congregations that receive an offering during the morning worship service, but rarely say 
anything about the offering. I encourage you to think about the offering from an outsider’s point of view. What can you 

say in 30 seconds that will connect the outsider to what is about to 
happen in the service?

You may be able to mention the children in a Sunday school class 
learning the stories of the Bible. The materials for the class are 
made possible by gifts placed in the offering plate. You could 
mention the recent youth mission experience, or a group from the 
church visiting a nursing home. You may wish to share those dollars from the offer-
ing plate flow to camps that connect children with nature and with Christ.

The moments leading up to the offering are the best opportunity you have to build 
stewardship in the life of the church. Word stories and brief videos have the ability to 
move the offering from the level of obligation to one of joyous giving. Thoughts?

To contact the Mississippi United Methodist Foundation call 1.800.496.0975 or 601.948.8845.

Protecting Our Churches: Minimizing Thunderstorm Damage 
Mississippi Conference Consultant, Arthur J. Gallagher Risk Management Services

It is best to perform as many precautions that can be taken before storm season as possible. Taking 
safety steps in advance will save your organization time and hassle in the quick moments before a storm. 
Consider these precautions in preventing damage to your building. To read these tips, download http://
origin.library.constantcontact.com/download/get/file/1102747532396-1886/Protecting+Our+Churc
hes+Thunderstorms.pdf. 

Mike Hicks
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Save the Date  |  Announcements

Collecting Disaster Response Supplies     
Columbus First United Methodist Church is collecting disaster response supplies for delivery to the United 
Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR) depot. You are invited to send supplies to the church. Contact 
the office of Columbus First at 662.328.5252 to make arrangements. To view a list of supplies, go to www.
umcor.org/UMCOR/Relief-Supplies/Relief-Supply-Kits/Cleaning.

St. Mary’s UMC Launches First Women Conference
August 22, 2014

St. Mary’s United Methodist Church will hold their first women’s conference Friday, August 22. The theme 
is “A Virtuous Woman” and is based off of Proverbs 31:10. Regina Jenkins-Dixon of Walking Upright Minis-
try will be the speaker for this event.

St. Mary’s UMC is located at 3009 Harmony Road in Crystal Springs. For more details contact Mattie Jones 
at 601.810.8072.

Purpose, Passion, Power
August 23, 2014

This is a Senatobia District event supported by the Upper Room and the General Board of Discipleship that will be held at Hernando 
United Methodist Church from 8:30 a.m. until noon. For more details, download http://origin.library.constantcontact.com/download/
get/file/1102747532396-1885/SentobiaDistrict8+23+final.pdf.

Experience Renewal at Middlebrook UMC’s Revival
August 24-26, 2014  

Mississippi Gospel Music Award-winning pastor, James Jackson of New Jerusalem Baptist Church in Magnolia and New Jerusalem’s 
Mississippi Gospel Music Award-winning choir will kick-off Middlebrook UMC’s fall revival on Sunday at 6:00 p.m. Rev. Robert Cook, 
pastor of Seven Springs UMC in Raymond will be the evangelist for Monday’s service beginning at 7:00 p.m. and Seven Springs’ choir 
will lead worship. Rev. Charles E. Stanton of Philadelphia Baptist Church in Jackson will preach on Tuesday starting at 7:00 p.m.

Middlebrook is located at 115 Maddox Road in Jackson. Plan to participate in three nights of powerful preaching and praise!

COSROW Coffee and Conversation
August 28, 2014

What is COSROW (Commission on the Status and Role of Women)? Why is COSROW im-
portant to the Mississippi Annual Conference? How does COSROW connect lay and clergy 
women and men together?

You are invited to the second ‘Coffee and Conversation’ time of fellowship, sharing and 
learning as the men and women of the Mississippi Annual Conference reflect upon these 
important questions. Formally a connectional ministry, COSROW now falls under the 
umbrella of the episcopal office.

Rev. Susannah Grubbs Carr, chair of COSROW for the Mississippi Annual Conference and Rev. Anna Elise Flemming-Jones will be 
facilitating a morning gathering for anyone interested in learning more about this important event that will take place Thursday, August 
28, 2014 from 11:00 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.

Hazlehurst United Methodist Church in Hazlehurst, Mississippi has graciously offered to host and provide a light lunch. Come enjoy fel-
lowship with old friends, meet new friends in Christ and take part in dreaming for our future!

2015 Official United Methodist Program Calendars
August 31, 2014 deadline
The early bird catches the discount!

We live in a world where it’s important to be “first.” First to arrive. First to know. First to finish. Sometimes being first is about competi-
tion, but when it comes to being one of the first to order your 2015 Official United Methodist Program Calendar, it’s about getting a 
better deal.

The early bird catches the discount. Order before August 31, 2014, and you’ll receive 10 percent off any calendar purchase. 
Use Promo Code CAL15EP.

Early birds can get organized for 2015 sooner. Whether you choose the standard, classic, electronic or another calendar version, you 
will be ahead of the planning game. Because calendars cover all the important “stuff” like monthly checklists, Special Sunday and holi-
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day information, lectionary readings, liturgical colors and more, success is right at your fingertips.

Don’t keep the calendars all to yourself. Share the gift of time management with your entire staff from administrative and programming 
people to lay leaders and committee chairs.

At your first opportunity, order your 2015 Program Calendar by going to the UMC Store (http://shop.umc.org/calendars), emailing 
csc@umcom.org or calling customer service at 888.346.3862. 

United Methodism 101 Online Course
September 3, 2014 - Deadline to register

United Methodist Communications will offer the course from September 3 to October 15. The cost of the webinar is $9.99. Go to www.
umctraining.org/course/55 for details.

St. Matthew’s UMC Hosts Third Annual Charity Golf Tournament
September 4, 2014

St. Matthew’s United Methodist Church of Madison will host its third annual charity 
golf tournament on Thursday, September 4, 2014 at the Country Club of Canton. The 
proceeds from the tournament will benefit the Methodist Children’s Homes and the St. 
Matthew’s Honduras mission.

The church has a commitment to missions in the local area and in foreign nations. As a 
partner with the Methodist Children’s Homes, the proceeds from last year were used to 
provide essential needs for children living in the homes.

Tournament participants may sign up in four-person teams or as an individual. The 
entry fee is $100 per person. Each player will receive a hamburger lunch, a gift bag 
and two free mulligans if they register by August 22. Door prizes will be awarded at 
check-in on September 4.   

To register for the tournament or for more information, please visit www.stm-umc.org or call 601.856.9581. Companies interested in 
sponsoring a hole should contact Warren Brandon for details on sponsorship levels at 601.201.5595 or brndnreb@gmail.com.

Schedule: 

• Hamburger Lunch Buffet - 11:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 
• Chipping Contest - 12:30 p.m., On the ninth green, by the clubhouse
• Shotgun Start begins at 1:00 p.m.

Youth 2015 - Go On Tour
September 12, 2014

In anticipation of Youth 2015, our national gathering in Orlando, Florida, Young 
People’s Ministries is launching a 10-city visit—Go On Tour. The focus of the event 
is centered on John Wesley’s idea about “going on to perfection,” and places em-
phasis on the acts of piety and mercy. Youth groups will have an excellent opportu-
nity to come to Atlanta to put this idea into practice.

The worship experience will be high quality, high energy, low cost and low drama.

Groups can arrive in Atlanta on Friday, September 12, 2014. There are local 
churches who have agreed to provide lodging for groups. Saturday morning will 
start with a devotional led by a General Board of Global Ministries (GBGM) young 
adult missionary followed by a great day of service. Youth and leaders can gather 
at a block party on Saturday afternoon immediately before an evening of high-
energy worship. The Rev. Telley Lynette Gadsen, a clergywoman from the South 
Carolina Annual Conference, and Tedashii, a Christian hip-hop artist who has 
collaborated with producer and fellow rapper Lecrae, will lead the worship. This 
weekend will culminate with youth worshipping with their host churches on Sunday 
morning before heading home.

To get additional information or register for this event, please go to www.
youth2015.com.
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The emPOWERed, Accountable, Collaborative Leadership Conference for Laity and Clergy
September 20, 2014 

To register for this event, go to www.mississippi-umc.org/events/detail/1336.

2014 Fall Clergy Spouse Retreat 
October 10-11, 2014

Flip flops, bowties and pearls—spouses of clergy are called to take on a wide variety of roles and to make many transitions in life.

This year’s clergy spouse retreat is about those transitions—new locations, new churches, new relationships and how to find hope in 
the chaos of major life changes.

This year’s speaker will be Jane Rubietta, a United Methodist minister’s wife from Illinois.  Rubietta speaks internationally and is an ac-
claimed author of 12 books, including “How to Keep the Pastor You Love.” Her book “Grace Points” invites us on a joyful, practical and 
transformative journey through change and its challenges.

All spouses of Mississippi United Methodist clergy are encouraged to join us for this inspiring time together.  This event will take place 
October 10-11, 2014 at the Holiday Inn at Trustmark Park, located next to the new Mississippi Outlet mall in Pearl.

Bonus: You have the option of staying through October 12 at our discounted rate in order to enjoy the area and spend more time with 
Rubietta and others.

The cost is $100 and staff/ pastor parish committees are encouraged to help out with expenses for their minister’s spouse. Registra-
tion is due September 25, 2014.

For more information please go to the Mississippi United Methodist Clergy Spouse website at www.msumcclergyspouses.org or 
contact Mechelle at mestock@bellsouth.net.

UNASHAMED Youth Event
October 25, 2014

The Mississippi Annual Conference cordially invites all young people (6th   
Grade through 12th Grade) to its youth conference held in conjunction with 
the 2014 Convocation on the Black Church. The previous years have been 
an enormous success with vibrant guest speakers, activities and inspiring 
worship that generated chat on social media. This year’s event promises the 
same, while encouraging youth to live UNASHAMED as disciples of Christ 
for transformation of the world. 

Don’t miss “UNASHAMED: Youth Living Boldly for Christ,” October 25, 
2014, at Brandon First UMC in Brandon, Mississippi.  Registration begins at 
9:00 a.m.  The event starts at 10:00 a.m. and ends at 3:30 p.m. Registration 
cost is $20 for each participant.  Lunch will be served. 

For more information contact Bernice Sykes at bysykes@att.net  or Angela 
Griffin at angela@mississippi-umc.org.
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Individual Volunteer Opportunities
October 22-26, 2014

Perhaps you have been on a short-term mission experience which had such an impact on you that you want to do more. Perhaps you 
are looking for a way to put your faith in action through service. The Individual Volunteer Program sponsored by the General Board 
of Global Ministries can help you fulfill both of those needs and more. The program offers opportunities for individuals and couples to 
serve in mission from two months to two years in a variety of placement settings around the world.

One placement site that is in need of a volunteer is Kwang Hyun Korean Methodist Church in Seoul, South Korea. The church needs a 
cross-cultural volunteer who will lead an educational ministry program for young people, which will include leading English services at 
the church school.

Another placement site that is seeking a volunteer is the United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR) sponsored Social Housing 
Agency of the Ministry of Social Welfare in Port-au-Prince, Haiti. The volunteer will be responsible for strengthening the management 
system and capacity of the agency.

These are urgent volunteer requests. To learn more about these as well as many more, please visit www.umcmission.org/individual-
volunteers. Our next training and orientation will be in Valley Forge, Pennsylvania October 22-26, 2014. If you are being called to this 
important and vital ministry, please contact Malcolm Frazier at mfrazier@umcmission.org or call 212.870.3659.

Student Ministry Initiative (SMI) Leadership Development   
November 7-8, 2014 

For more information on this event, go to www.mississippi-umc.org/events/detail/1346.  

The Calling Retreat - Camp Wesley Pines
November 14-16, 2014

Sponsored by the Mississippi Conference board of ordained ministry, 
this event is open to high school seniors and college students. The cost 
is $100 and scholarships are available. This will be a weekend of spirit-
filled worship led by Mississippi State University Wesley Foundation’s 
Praise Team and an opportunity for you to listen and discern God’s call-
ing (or if He is) in your life. You will have the opportunity to hear United 
Methodist pastors share their personal call stories as well as attend 
workshops to help you recognize God’s call in your life. You will also be 
able to learn about the process of becoming an elder or deacon in The United Methodist Church.

If you are interested contact Rev. Robbie Murden at robbiemumc@comcast.net or Rev. Pamela Cameron at buttersreesecup@
gmail.com.

Bishop Swanson to Attend BMCR in 2015
February 21-22, 2015

Bishop James E. Swanson, Sr. will lead a training session and preach in a local church during the Black Methodists for Church Renew-
al (BMCR) meeting, which is scheduled for February 21-22, 2015. The training will be held at H. A. Brown Memorial United Methodist 
Church in Wiggins, Mississippi. Mark this date and plan to attend BMCR. 
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The Gathering 
February 27 - March 1, 2015
Christ UMC in Jackson, Mississippi

The Lord moved in powerful ways at The Gathering 2014. We are praying for 
God to move even bigger in 2015!

Mark your calendars! Rev. William Rambo, associate pastor at the Orchard 
United Methodist Church in Tupelo and Bishop James E. Swanson, Sr., epis-
copal leader of the Mississippi Area are both amazing communicators and 
will be the guest speakers at the Gathering 2015. Worship leader, Steve Fee, 
will bring energy even higher than before. Amena Brown will bring a power-
ful experience with her spoken word art. A dance crew that has performed all 
around the country at youth camps and NBA half-time shows, Remote Kon-
trol, will be here! This will be an amazing weekend! You don’t want to miss it.

Non-refundable registration costs:
$55 Early Bird Registration (paid online or postmarked by January 21, 2015)
$60 Regular Registration (paid online or postmarked by February 16, 2015)
$65 Late Registration (paid online or postmarked after February 16, 2015)

Provide payment in advance by check to the conference office.

To register for The Gathering 2015, go to www.signup4.net/Public/ap.aspx. Contact Mike Howington, Mississippi Conference youth 
and families coordinator at 601.354.0515 for additional information and details about available scholarships.

White Chocolate Bread Pudding  

Heat the whipping cream in a double boiler. Add the white chocolate. When choc-
olate is melted, remove from heat. In a double boiler, heat the milk, sugar, eggs 
and egg yolks until warm. Blend the egg mixture into the cream-chocolate mixture. 
Place the bread pieces in a baking dish. Pour half of the mixture over the bread and let soak up. Top with the rest of the mixture. Cover 
with aluminum foil and bake at 275 degrees for 1 hour. Remove the foil and bake another 15 minutes to brown. Gently melt 8 oz. choco-
late and 3 oz. cream for a sauce. Top the pudding with the sauce.

— Connie Hill Ard, from Pleasant Grove United Methodist Church in the Brookhaven District

Methodist Tested Recipes

3 cups whipping cream                       
1 loaf French bread, broken
10 ounces white chocolate      
1 cup milk
½ cup sugar

2 eggs
8 egg yolks
Sauce:
8 ounces white chocolate
3 ounces heavy cream

Have a recipe that is too good to keep to yourself? Share it with our Circuit Rider readers. Email your favorite recipes to 
news@mississippi-umc.org.

As a courtesy to the Mississippi Annual Conference, job announcements from across the United Methodist connection are featured in 
The Circuit Rider. To submit an employment notice, send an email to news@mississipppi-umc.org.  Postings are not guaranteed to 
appear more than once in this newsletter. Read a description of job opening(s) listed below.

• Part-time to 3/4 time Children’s Minister, Johnston Chapel UMC
Johnston Chapel United Methodist Church, in Summit, Mississippi is advertising for a part-time choir director position beginning immediately. 
Salary is commensurate with experience.

Job description and application upon request. Contact: Ron Humphrey (601) 248-1569.

Job:  Children’s Minister (part-time to 3/4 time), 
Where:  Southaven First United Methodist Church
Salary:  Commensurate with experience   

Description:  

    • Plan Events for children such as VBS, Fall Festival, Family Fun Nights, etc.

Employment 
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    • Responsible for recruiting and training volunteers for Sunday school, Children’s Church and other children’s events
    • Responsible for Wednesday Night children’s ministry program
    • Be a bridge to our day care, pre-school and after school care 
    • Responsible for follow-up with children and parents after big events like VBS
    • Work with Senior Pastor and Minister of Music and other staff as part of a ministry team

Contact:  Rev. Hal Hall, Senior Pastor Southaven FUMC, 723 Star Landing Road East, Nesbit, MS 38651

• Director of Congregational Care and Education, Porterfield Memorial UMC, Albany, GA
Porterfield United Methodist Church, a 2,800-member congregation in the South Georgia Annual Conference, seeks a dynamic, experienced 
leader to develop, equip, and direct the areas of Congregational Care and Education.  

Congregational Care: This person will work with Porterfield’s ministry team in the development and implementation of a new model for 
Congregational Care. Following successful implementation, the individual will be responsible for managing Porterfield’s Congregational Care 
ministry. 

Responsibilities include developing a training guide, as well as recruiting, training, and equipping laity to serve as Congregational Care Min-
isters. This position would also include leading the laity in Disciple Bible Study and/or Alpha as a part of the requirements to be a Congrega-
tional Care leader. The Director of Congregational Care and Education will also be responsible for managing the documentation necessary for 
an effective Congregational Care ministry and providing periodic reports on the progress and success of the Congregational Care ministry.

Education Ministry: Education Ministry includes responsibility for Church School, Bible studies, and all other areas of teaching ministry.  This 
would include teaching on Wednesday mornings and evenings, Sunday evenings, and seasonal studies. In addition, this person will work with 
Sunday school leaders to select and order material for classes. Also, the ideal candidate will coordinate with the Children and Youth Ministers 
to implement a discipleship strategy in those areas of ministry that are consistent with the overall program developed for Porterfield.  

Requirements: Minimum of a bachelor’s degree in a ministry-related field. A seminary education is preferred. The person who fills this position 
must also have an understanding of Wesleyan theology and of the doctrine of The United Methodist Church, and be in agreement with both.  
A background in The United Methodist Church is preferred.

This position is a full-time position. The person who fills this position will report to the Senior Pastor, but must be able to work effectively in a 
ministry team.  Weekly staff meetings and monthly planning meetings are required, as is attendance in Church Council meetings and all other 
meetings as would be necessary to fulfill the responsibilities of the Director of Congregational Care and Education position and this ministry. 

Deadline to submit resume: Monday, Sept. 15, 2014
Please send resume to jwillcox@mcdr-law.com with “Porterfield Director of Congregational Care/Education” in the subject line.

• Mississippi Annual Conference Postion Openings 
On June 7, The Mississippi Annual Conference of The United Methodist Church approved a new organizational structure. The new structure 
is a framework to more intentionally organize and align the work of staff, boards, agencies and committees to be more responsive to the 
movement of the Holy Spirit and join God’s mission in the world. Our purpose:

The Mississippi Annual Conference—empowered by love, generosity, justice and apprenticeship—forms spiritual leaders, faith communities 
and connections so more disciples of Jesus Christ transform the world.

While keeping our values at our core, we – as an annual conference – are primarily responsible for forming spiritual leaders, forming vital faith 
communities and connecting ministries, all of which are supported through networking ideas, telling our stories and administrative ministry. 
The new structure depicts the authority of annual conference and core functional leadership roles that will help us better live out The POWER 
of We.

Below the job descriptions for two new positions for leaders who will play key roles in the new structure. We invite you to share these job de-
scriptions with everyone you know who may have gifts, grace and skill sets that align with the needs presented in the postings. We trust God 
is calling these two persons into these positions so that we may join God’s mission in the world.

• Director of Forming Faith Communities Position Description
The Director of Forming Faith Communities will serve the Mississippi Annual Conference by working to establish new congregations, helping 
to lead existing congregations in becoming revitalized, and giving guidance to struggling congregations seeking to remain viable. Undergirding 
these efforts will be the Conference’s core values of Love, Generosity, Justice, and Apprentices of Discipleship.

ESSENTIAL FUNCTIONS:
• Work with district leaders to identify areas needing new faith communities expected to develop into chartered congregations within 6-8 years.
• Work with district leaders to establish expected benchmarks for new congregations, and ensuing accountability if new congregations estab-
lish a pattern of falling below the benchmarks.

• Work with district leaders to ensure that new church pastors and their teams receive the initial training and ongoing support, coaching, re-
sourcing, and supervision necessary to establish and sustain vital communities of faith.

• Work with district leaders in discerning congregations with high potential and a readiness to become more vital if provided appropriate inter-
vention and support, and then identifying what intervention and support are appropriate.
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Stay Connected

www.facebook.com/pages/The-Mississippi-United-Methodist-Conference/436491529732524

https://twitter.com/Mississippi_UMC www.youtube.com/channel/UCSRtxv_Kix8IbYuHKRMLIjg

www.flickr.com/photos/119483421@N02/

Stay Connected with ConnecTText
Mississippi United Methodists with the ability to receive text messaging via phone are encouraged to sign up for ConnecTText. 
The service is another option for people to stay informed about important dates and other conference happenings.

To sign up for ConnecTText:
1. Remember, you must have the ability to get text messages on your phone.
2. From your mobile phone, text the letters ‘MSUMC’ to the number 95577 and press send.
3. Wait a few seconds for a confirmation text and you’re connected!

Mississippi Conference’s Mobile App—MY MSUMC 
MY MSUMC—the Mississippi Conference of The United Methodist Church’s official mobile app—is available at no cost on all iPhone, 
Android, Galaxy and Blackberry phones and their corresponding pads and tablets. MY MSUMC allows easy access to the latest confer-
ence events, local UM news and The Circuit Rider. The MY MSUMC app presents users with a unique opportunity to interact with the 
conference by submitting prayer requests, recording audio of personal testimonies and posting comments via facebook and twitter. 
Plus, the ‘Our Districts’ feature shows a comprehensive list of district contact information and even directions from the user’s current 
location—all from a mobile smart phone or tablet device.

• Work with the Mississippi United Methodist Foundation to establish the Vital Congregations Endowment Fund, and assist local churches in 
developing an endowment strategy.

• Serve as a broker for a variety of resources (e. g. Vacation Bible School and Sunday School curricula) that may help congregations become 
more vital and sustainable.

• Work with district leaders in identifying congregations evidencing a declining pattern of missional effectiveness and financial sustainability, 
and those with the greatest potential for creative interventions.

• Work with district leaders in exploring intervention options for struggling congregations.

MINIMUM QUALIFICATIONS:
• Master’s degree in Christian Ministry or Bachelor’s degree in related area and five years of experience in Vital Christian ministry.
• Demonstrated effective leadership and participation in new and vital Christian ministry. 
• Demonstration of an understanding of and ability to work with diverse congregations. 
• Demonstration of effective use of leading edge technology through development and analysis of statistical and demographic data including, 
but not limited, to Mission Insite and Vital Signs. 

• Ability to work in harmony as a member of a larger staff. 
• Demonstrated effective verbal and written communication skills. 
• Demonstrated competency in United Methodist history, polity, and theology.

CONFERENCE COMMITTEE PARTNERSHIPS:
New Church Development, Revitalization, Parish and Community Development, Small Membership Church, Urban Ministry, Multicultural and 
Ethnic Outreach, Native American Ministry, and Hispanic Ministries as they currently exist will be reformulated into one committee with work-
ing sub committees for each area in compliance with the Discipline. 

THE IDEAL CANDIDATE WILL:
• Embody passion for seeing the Kingdom of God expand vigorously in our state and world. 
• Demonstrate the heart of an evangelist. 
• Cast vision. 
• Practice daily disciplines of prayer and scripture reading/reflection for the work of the Kingdom. 
• Engage as a coach/mentor/teacher/good listener.
• Identify and recruit talent, and train leaders. 
• Possess an entrepreneurial spirit and heart. 
• Understand and evidence gifts in stewardship emphasis and fund raising.

HOURS/SALARY:
This is a full time exempt position. The salary will be commensurate with experience.

APPLICATIONS FOR THIS POSITION:
Applications for this position will be received by email only. Email your letter of intent and resume to Angela Griffin, angela@mississippi-
umc.org. The deadline for applications is September 15, 2014.


