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Learn how The POWER of We fuels our beliefs.  

A collection of stories that model each of The Mississippi Conference Core Values (tabs shown at 
left); love, generosity, justice and apprenticeship can be found at the links listed below.

LOVE:  Visit www.mississippi-umc.org/love

GENEROSITY: Visit www.mississippi-umc.org/generosity

JUSTICE: Visit www.mississippi-umc.org/justice

APPRENTICESHIP: Visit www.mississippi-umc.org/apprenticeship

Your  Connec t ion  to The Miss iss ipp i  Annua l  Conference

The Circuit Rider
Wednesday  |  September 30, 2014

Bishop warns ‘... not to be Superman.’

Our Values

LOVE

GENEROSITY

JUSTICE

APPRENTICESHIP

T h e  P O W E R  o f  W e

Bishop James E. Swanson, Sr., was quoted recently in an article 
from the United Methodist News Service about the NFL cases of 
domestic abuse. See the story on page 3 and to read his com-
ments to the church regarding the issue.

World Communion Day is Sunday, October 5th!
Visit www.umcgiving.org/preaching-articles/world-communion-

sunday-pastors-kit to download pastor’s kit.

2014 Annual   
Conference Session 
Review
Visit the links below to view or 
download the following:

• 2014-2015 Mississippi Con-
ference Appointments: www.
mississippi-umc.org/2014
2015msconferenceappoint-
ments

• Special Annual Conference 
Edition of The Circuit Rider: 
www.mississippi-umc.org/2
014annualconferencespecia
leditionofthecircuitrider

Share Your News in  
The Circuit Rider
For submission guidelines, visit 
www.mississippi-umc.org/
shareyournewsinthecircuit-
rider.

Stop Hunger Now -
Track the Goal!
Visit www.facebook.com/
msacshngoal to keep track of 
the Mississippi Conference’s 
2014 goal of one million meals 
packed for Stop Hunger Now.

In This Issue
word POWER   2
Bishop’s Journal   2
Connecting   3
Faith Communities   7
Students   8
Administry   8
Save the Date /  
Announcements   8
Recipe   12
Employment   12

Matthew 22:37-39

Matthew 22:37-39

Micah 6:8

Matthew 28:18-20

Mississippi Conference
of The United Methodist Church POWER

The
Weof

320-C Briarwood Drive
Jackson, Mississippi 39206

601.354.0515 | Fax 601.948.5982
www.mississippi-umc.org

L i v i n g  O u t



2

Matthew 21:33-46
New International Version (NIV)
The Parable of the Tenants

33 “Listen to another parable: There was a landowner who planted a vineyard. He put a wall around it, dug a winepress in it and built a 
watchtower. Then he rented the vineyard to some farmers and moved to another place. 34 When the harvest time approached, he sent 
his servants to the tenants to collect his fruit.

35 “The tenants seized his servants; they beat one, killed another, and stoned a third. 36 Then he sent other servants to them, more 
than the first time, and the tenants treated them the same way. 37 Last of all, he sent his son to them. ‘They will respect my son,’ he 
said.

38 “But when the tenants saw the son, they said to each other, ‘This is the heir. Come, let’s kill him and take his inheritance.’ 39 So they 
took him and threw him out of the vineyard and killed him.

40 “Therefore, when the owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do to those tenants?”

41 “He will bring those wretches to a wretched end,” they replied, “and he will rent the vineyard to other tenants, who will give him his 
share of the crop at harvest time.”

42 Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the Scriptures: “‘The stone the builders rejected has become the cornerstone; the Lord 
has done this, and it is marvelous in our eyes’?

43 “Therefore I tell you that the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and given to a people who will produce its fruit. 44 Anyone 
who falls on this stone will be broken to pieces; anyone on whom it falls will be crushed.”

45 When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard Jesus’ parables, they knew he was talking about them. 46 They looked for a way to 
arrest him, but they were afraid of the crowd because the people held that he was a prophet.

word POWER

PERFECTED
Alexis De Veaux is an American poet, playwright, novelist, lecturer, educator and performer. She is known in-
ternationally for her work. I ran across a quote from her that caught my attention. De Veaux says, “To change 
is to be vulnerable. And to be vulnerable is to be alive.” The Church is changing every day. I know that this 
use of the word “changing” strikes a fearful chord in the hearts of some, but I ask you to not stop reading at 
this moment; remain with me a few more minutes. In essence what I am proposing is what Howard A. Snyder 
writes in his book “The Community of the King,”

“So the Church is not to be understood primarily as a means to the end of transforming society. This would be 
to trample over the uniqueness and infinite worth to God of the Christian community. Besides, the amazing 
and profound fact is that the Church most transforms society when it is itself growing and being perfected in 
the love of Christ.” 

So, rather than saying the Church is changing, maybe it would be more palatable to some for me to say that 
the Church is being Perfected.  I imagine one may question how can I say this when the Church particularly 
in the United States, is losing more and more people out of our pews each Sunday, is losing our influence in the political debates, is no 
longer sanctioned by having teachers lead our children in prayer on school days, when “blue laws” have been repealed, when Sundays 
are no longer sacred and so on. 

For those who ask, I would like to suggest that maybe God has allowed all of this as a testing of our faith--to see if our trust is in God, 
or the laws of the land (that make it safe and convenient for us to practice our faith). We live in a world that is changing so fast and so 
drastically that it often threatens our sanity. So, if the world is changing all around us, does it not make sense that God is aware of the 
changes and that the Holy Spirit is seeking to perfect us to meet the ever changing challenges that we face as we seek to be faithful 
to the demands of the gospel. Change frightens us and we often become defensive. It is a natural reaction.  The thought of altering 
our routine, a new job, just going home a different way or modifying our lives in anyway can send some of us to panic mode.  The very 
thought of changing how we do and be a church frightens us.

In the last edition of The Circuit Rider, I wrote to you that the extended cabinet and I are involved in a learning experience in which we 
are being led through a process of Loving, Learning and Leading. We admit that though this world is changing, it does not cancel out 

Bishop’s Journal
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Church’s Domestic Violence Response Predates NFL News 
By Heather Hahn, United Methodist News Service (UMNS)

Photo right: A domestic abuse photo illustration by 
Ronny Perry, United Methodist Communications.

Mississippi Area Bishop James E. Swanson, Sr. 
contributed comments to this article.

What does the face of domestic violence look like?

It could belong to the person sitting next to you in 
church each Sunday, says Ginger Grissom.

For eight years, as executive director of the United 
Methodist-supported Wesley House Community Center 
in Meridian, Mississippi (www.wesleyhousemeridian.
org/), she has helped abuse survivors rebuild their 
lives. 

United Methodists, like Grissom, have been confronting 
family violence long before the NFL’s response to play-
ers’ assault charges (http://espn.go.com/espn/otl/
story/_/id/11551518/how-ray-rice-scandal-unfolded-
baltimore-ravens-roger-goodell-nfl) was making 
headlines.

United Methodists for decades have helped support shelters for women and children. They also have worked with policymakers and law 
enforcement to treat domestic violence not simply as a private matter but as a crime.

In the past five years, United Methodist Women (www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/) and United Methodist Men (www.gcumm.org/) 
have collaborated to provide training and advocacy on the issue. Other United Methodist agencies, including the Commission on the 
Status and Role of Women and the Board of Church and Society, also are involved in advocacy. 

Still, Grissom and other advocates—including UMW and UMM executives—say church leaders can do more to address a problem 
seldom mentioned from the pulpit.

Connecting

what Snyder describes as our “…responsibility to do, to act, to walk in the words of God. Rather, the being and the doing go together. 
The being is fundamental, but the doing is the natural result.”

We are committed by the POWER of the Holy Spirit to these tasks and bound together by a covenant to be perfected.

Changes expose us and make us vulnerable. The one thing that this points to is that we are not in control of our lives as we think or 
would hope. Not too many of us care to be placed in situations like these.  Yet, this is precisely where we are. It may seem like death 
but it is truly God perfecting us.

Blessings,
Bishop James E. Swanson, Sr. 

Bishop On the Move
Mark your calendars to attend events where Bishop James E. Swanson Sr. will be visiting in the upcoming days.

• October 3, 2014 (Friday)
Bishop Swanson will lead a workshop for the United Methodist Women annual meeting at H.A. Brown Memorial UMC in Wiggins at 6:00 
p.m.

• October 4, 2014 (Saturday)
Revels UMC in Greenville will hold an “I Challenge You” Banquet at 6:00 p.m. This is a fundraiser to encourage support of Revel’s after 
school program and Bishop Swanson will be the guest speaker.

• October 5, 2014 (Sunday)
Bishop Swanson will preach during the 11:00 a.m. worship service at Gunnison UMC in Cleveland.

• October 24-25, 2014 (Friday and Saturday)
The Mississippi Conference Convocation on the Black Church will host a banquet at 7:00 p.m. and Bishop Swanson will be the speaker. 
Bishop Swanson will also be presenting during the convocation on Saturday, October 25 at the Brandon Conference Center located at 
1000 Municipal Drive in Brandon, Mississippi.
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A May survey by LifeWay Research (www.bpnews.net/42872/survey-domestic-violence-rarely-addressed), which included United 
Methodists, found about four in 10 — 42 percent — of Protestant senior pastors “rarely” or “never” speak about domestic violence. 
Nearly three in 10 — 29 percent — said they believe domestic violence is not a problem in their church.

Those pastors are wrong, Grissom pointed out.“The church needs to be open (to the fact) that domestic violence happens,” she said. 
“It’s happening to people in every church in the United States. The only way that we can fight it is to know that … and to be open to 
bringing in professionals who deal with it every day.”

Daunting Statistics
The numbers bear her out. About three in 10 women and one in 10 men have experienced violence or stalking by a partner, according 
to the National Domestic Violence Hotline (www.thehotline.org/
resources/statistics/). 

Domestic violence crosses all racial, cultural and socioeconomic 
lines. Perpetrators can include plumbers, business professionals 
and even clergy.

The people affected include not just abuse victims themselves but 
also their loved ones, especially their children.

Mississippi Area Bishop James E. Swanson Sr. has personal 
experience with the costs of domestic violence. When he was 18 in 
1968, his mother was killed by his stepfather because she refused 
to give him money for alcohol.

His loss has shaped his ministry and has given him better under-
standing of why people stay in abusive relationships, he said.

“A lot of times, they are trying to be a savior of that man that they 
love,” he said.

“Pastors have to know that when they first offer assistance, they 
are probably going to be turned down. But if you remain a non-
anxious presence, sooner or later that person will turn to you and 
you can offer resources to her.”

No matter the victim’s educational or financial background, leaving 
an abusive relationship is tough.

“Why do people stay? Most of the time it’s because of fear,” Gris-
som said. “And absolutely that fear is substantiated by statistics 
(www.vpc.org/studies/wmmw2013.pdf). 

The most dangerous time for any victim of domestic violence is 
when she chooses to leave. People die.”

Working With Men
Gil Hanke, the top executive of United Methodist Men, told a recent 
meeting of his commission that only men can stop domestic violence (www.gcumm.org/news/2014/09-08/um-men-target-domestic-
violence).

Women historically have done a great job of drawing attention to the issue and protecting those escaping abuse, he told United Method-
ist News Service. Now, men must step up.

“It has to do with how they view women, how they talk about women, how they tolerate the demeaning of women in the media and in 
their everyday conversations,” Hanke said “Principled Christian leaders who are men don’t talk like that and don’t listen to things like 
that, and they do not assert their position at the cost of someone else.”

People have the misconception that domestic violence results because the man is angry and has lost control, Hanke said. “In fact, it’s 
all about control.”

He now leads workshops that help men to think about how they treat and talk about women and help to raise awareness about do-
mestic violence. United Methodist Men and United Methodist Women also work to connect churches with resources in addressing the 
problem.

For example, the United Methodist Men and United Methodist Women groups in the Baltimore-Washington Conference plan to offer 
Domestic Violence Church Team Training on Oct. 11 (www.bwcumw.org/UMW_DV_Church_Team_Training_Flyer_061714rev.pdf).

RESOURCES ON DOMESTIC VIOLENCE
• Resources from United Methodist Women and United Meth-

odist Men: www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/domestic-
violence

• United Methodist Women’s Facebook page on domestic 
violence: www.facebook.com/pages/United-Methodist-
Women-Inelda-Z-González-Domestic-Violence-Initia-
tive/436664196479412

• Resources from United Methodist Board of Church and Soci-
ety: http://umc-gbcs.org/issues/domestic-violence

• United Methodist Women and FaithTrust Institute offer free 
webinars this fall. All are 2 p.m. to 3 p.m. ET (11 a.m. to 
noon PT).

 - Building Partnerships to End Domestic Violence, Thursday, 
Sept. 25 (www4.gotomeeting.com/register/289291271)

 - Working with Survivors from Diverse Religious Tradi-
tions, Thursday, Oct. 9 (www4.gotomeeting.com/regis-
ter/514337095)

 - Making Connections for a Coordinated Community Re-
sponse, Wednesday, Oct. 29 (www4.gotomeeting.com/
register/634266119)

 - Men’s Role in Ending Violence, Thursday, Nov. 13 (www4.
gotomeeting.com/register/709262487)

U.S. Domestic Violence Hotline: 1.800.799.7233 / 
1.800.787.3224 (for deaf)
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What More the Church Should Do
“Faith can either be a resource or a roadblock to ending violence,” said Jane Fredricksen. She is the executive director of (www.faith-
trustinstitute.org/take-action/declaration), which educates religious groups in addressing sexual and domestic violence. The institute 
works with United Methodist Women to provide training.

“A victim of violence may experience a crisis of faith questioning ‘Why did God let this happen to me?’ or ‘I can’t divorce my spouse 
because God hates divorce,’” Fredicksen said.

A church needs to be a safe place where the battered can disclose their doubts and fears and still be reminded they are children of 
God.

Harriett Jane Olson, the top executive of United Methodist Women, urges pastors to discuss domestic violence with their congregations. 
But she warns that if they do, they should be prepared for people who feel trapped in abusive relationships to come forward.

Grissom stresses that when confronted with an abuse survivor; pastors should not try to go it alone in trying to help.

“When someone has been abused, they need someone with real skills devoted just to that,” said Grissom, who also is president of the 
Meridian District’s United Methodist Women. “If churches would pull in organizations that are already doing it, then they have resources 
so when—not if—it happens, ministers don’t have to be put in the middle. They don’t have to choose between the man and the woman.”

Swanson also advises pastors “not to try to be Superman” and save the day. For one thing, he said, doing so could put that pastor at 
risk.

But he urges clergy to get to know local law enforcement and make resources available to congregants. He suggests putting resources 
in restrooms where women can look at them privately.

Swanson, who is president of United Methodist Men, said he sees God at work in the attention the NFL’s troubles have brought to the 
problem of domestic violence.

“I realize that the church has to do so much,” Swanson said. “If there is anything I have learned as bishop, it’s that there are so many 
forms of evil out there that we are called to address every day.

“But this is one I think that can unite as a church across so many different lines. If nothing else, we can create a groundswell of aware-
ness.”

Hahn is a multimedia news reporter for United Methodist News Service. Contact her at 615.742.5470 or newsdesk@umcom.
org 

Attendance Overflow for Clergy Lay Gathering 
Mississippi Conference Communications

Photo right: A total of 300 people pre-registered for the lay 
and clergy leadership conference and another 150 were walk-
ins, surprising organizers who welcomed the large turnout.

Organizers are still talking about the great turnout for the laity 
and clergy conference that was held on Saturday, October 20, 
2014 at Christ UMC in Jackson. About 450 Mississippi United 
Methodists gathered for The emPOWERed, Accountable, Col-
laborative Leadership Conference. Participants were blessed 
with encouraging presentations by special guest speakers, Dr. 
Joseph Daniels, Jr. and Christie Latona (pictured below).  The 
pair spoke on vital congregations having strong, collabora-

tive lay and clergy 
leadership empow-
ered by the Holy 
Spirit. Rev. Dr. Larry 
Hilliard, director of 
spiritual leadership for the Mississippi Conference is among those sharing thoughts about the 
gathering, “The speakers were dynamic, the folks attending were engaged and the Holy Spirit 
was present,” he said.

Pastors and teams of laity were invited to attend this fast-paced day of inspired learning and 
application led by the nationally recognized clergy-lay team.  Participants left with practical 
tools for creating kingdom building momentum back at the local congregation together. At one 
point during the conference, participants split in groups by their districts where they discussed 
the lecture. The Mississippi Conference lay leader, Timothy Crisler went from room to room to 
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observe the sessions. “I think a lot of our lay people are energized and 
have a new focus they are leaving and taking back with that excitement 
to their church....I know everyone present was truly blessed. This was 
the POWER of We in action,” said Crisler.

The Greenwood District was awarded plaques for having the most 
clergy and laity in attendance (photo right). Pictures from the confer-
ence can be viewed on the Mississippi Conference flickr page (www.
flickr.com/photos/119483421@N02/sets/72157647764546430/). Visit 
www.mississippi-umc.org/eventdetail/209135 to read about the guest 
speakers. If you would like a copy of their presentation, go to www.
mississippi-umc.org/laityandclergyleadershipconferencematerials.

Meet the New Lay Servant Ministries Coordinators
From the Mississippi Conference Office of Spiritual Leadership 

Photo right: Tina Scott addressed the clergy and laity during a recent conference with 
her husband Bill close-by. The Scotts are the Mississippi Conference’s new lay servant 
ministries coordinators.     

As announced at the September 20, 2014 lay and clergy leadership conference, Bill and 
Tina Scott are the new coordinators of Lay Servant Ministries of the Mississippi Annual 
Conference.

Bill was born in Indianola, Mississippi and Tina grew up in Benton County, Mississippi. 
They met at Rust College and have been married for 47 years. They have three children 
and six grandchildren. They are members of Asbury United Methodist Church in Holly 
Springs, Mississippi. 

The Scotts are replacing Cheryl Denley who has served in the position for the last eight 
years.

“Thank you to the Mississippi Conference for the past years I have spent as your lay 
servant ministries coordinator.  I have seen many changes in this ministry and I look forward to what God has awaiting us to bless us 
within the future,” said Denley.     

The Scotts are planning to explore the efforts of increasing an emphasis on certified lay ministers and a possible mission trip to teach 
lay servants in another land. The Scotts are calling on fellow United Methodists to pray for them and this vital ministry.

More About the Scotts
Bill, a retired college professor, has served The United Methodist Church in many positions during the past 40 years. As a member of 
Asbury Church, Bill has served at various times as chairperson of administrative board, chairperson of administrative council, president 
of United Methodist Men, Sunday school superintendent and Sunday school teacher, choir member, certified lay speaker, trustee and 
lay member to the annual conference. He is currently chairperson of the staff pastor-parish relations committee (SPPRC).

Bill has served The Mississippi Annual Conference of The United Methodist Church since 1979 in positions which included conference 
lay leader, insurance committee and United Methodist Men Council. He is currently a member of the Executive Committee of the Board 
of Ordained Ministry of the Mississippi Conference (chair of resourcing the connection sub-committee) of The United Methodist Church. 
He represented the Mississippi Conference as a General Conference delegate five times, served 16 years on the General Board of 
Church and Society, one term on the Curriculum Resources Committee (CRC) of the General Board of Discipleship and is currently the 
chairman of the Board of Mississippi Methodist Senior Services.

Tina, a retired educator and author, having taught first grade through college level students over a 35-year span, is a member of the 
board of trustees of Asbury Church. She served on the conference merger team, a member on the district and conference level of the 
Commission on the Status and Role of Women (COSROW), conference chairperson of COSROW and Religion and Race and served 
as a Lay on Site Visitor (LOSV) for several years. Tina is a certified lay speaker, co-chairs senior adult ministries at Asbury Church with 
Bill and maintains the altar as a member of the worship committee.

In 2001, Bill and Tina joined lay and clergy from the Mississippi Annual Conference for “A Journey of Hope,” a mission trip to Africa 
University in Zimbabwe.

Bishop Middleton Named Interim Leader in New York 
United Methodist News Service (UMNS)

Retired Bishop Jane Allen Middleton (photo right) will be the interim bishop for the New York Annual (regional) Con-
ference, from January 1, 2015, through August 31, 2016. Bishop Warner Brown, president of the Council of Bishops, 
announced that the Executive Committee of the council has approved the assignment, recommended by the North-
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eastern Jurisdiction College of Bishops. Retired Bishop Neil Irons will continue to serve as interim until December 31. Irons has been 
interim bishop since Bishop Martin McLee went on leave because of illness in July. McLee passed away September 6, 2014.

‘Africa Happens at Africa University Everyday’  
United Methodist News Service (UMNS)

Photo right: Munashe Furusa is the vice-chancellor of Africa University. Photo by 
Kathleen Barry, United Methodist Communications.       

Since July 1, Munashe Furusa has served as vice-chancellor of United Methodist-
related Africa University in Mutare, Zimbabwe. It is a role similar to a university 
president in the United States. He recently spoke to United Methodist News 
Service about his plans for the university. Visit www.umc.org/news-and-media/
africa-happens-at-africa-university-everyday to read the story.

Faith Communities

First UMC Starkville Awarded Grant 
Photo right: Deaconess Erie Stuckett hands over a check to Rev. Giles 
Linley as his district superintendent, Rev. Dr. Embra Jackson (nearby) 
applauds.     

During the fall meeting of the United Methodist Appalachian Ministry 
Network, Hunger and Poverty, grants were awarded, with one going to 
First United Methodist Church of Starkville, Mississippi, in the amount of 
$1,500. The Rev. Giles Linley, pastor of First UMC and Rev. Dr. Embra 
Jackson, Starkville District superintendent, were present to accept the 
check from Deaconess Erie Stuckett at the recent leadership conference 
for laity and clergy members of the Mississippi Conference.

The mission of United Methodist Appalachian Ministry Network is to 
partner with annual conferences, districts, local churches and general 
agencies to develop and support leaders within the United Methodist 
Church in Appalachia. This region is a geographical area covering 13 
states that stretch along the Appalachian mountain range from north 
eastern Mississippi to southern New York. More than 9,500 local United Methodist congregations are located within the region. Over 25 
million people call the region home. The region is diverse with one major commonality, poverty. Hunger and poverty grants are awarded 
to help organizations working in the region to overcome the systemic causes of poverty.  

“The Backpack Ministry at First UMC of Starkville is a wonderful example of the faith community seeing a need and taking action to 
improve the lives of children,” according to Stuckett.

You can help alleviate hunger and poverty in this region by supporting the United Methodist Appalachian Ministry Network Hunger and 
Poverty Advance #982039. For more information, please visit www.umamn.org.

Senatobia District Proactive About Health
Photo right: Pictured are Lillian Varadi, John Varadi and Neil Treadway practicing 
CPR on an infant.

Dr. Grady Marlow, the Senatobia district health coordinator was recently trained to 
be a certified CPR (cardiopulmonary resuscitation) and AED (automated external 
defibrillator) instructor by the American Heart Association. Sunday afternoon on 
September 21, a class was offered in the district office.  Participants were trained 
in administering CPR to adults, youth, children and infants and on operating an 
AED device.  Marlow is a retired physician who attends Coldwater UMC. He plans 
to conduct future classes in the district office and churches.
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Save the Date  |  Announcements

Free Webinar “Covenant Discipleship with Children”
October 1, 2014 

On Wednesday, October 1, 10:00 a.m. CT, this webinar will explain covenant discipleship and why it’s important for children to go 
deeper in their understanding of loving God and loving neighbor. Visit www.gbod.org/resources/covenant-discipleship-with-chil-
dren for details.

Free “iKids Webinar 2 - The Digital Child and Digital Brain”
October 2, 2014 

On Thursday, October 2 , 10:00 a.m. CT, this session will talk about the Three Laws of Digital Life and will focus on how brain devel-
opment in children is influenced by digital media.  Visit www.gbod.org/resources/ikids-webinar-2-the-digital-child-and-digital-brain 
for details.

Free Webinar “Focusing on the True Meaning of Christmas with Children”
October 2, 2014 

On Thursday, October 2, at  7:00 p.m.-8:00 p.m. ET, this ecumenical webinar will share how to teach children the true meaning of 
Advent and Christmas through crafts, games, drama, music and snacks. Visit www3.gotomeeting.com/register/506752270 for details.

Children’s Sabbath Celebration at Moore Community House
October 3, 2014

Come take part in the final anniversary celebrating 90 years of neighbors helping neighbors at Moore Community House and observ-
ing Children’s Sabbath Friday, October 3, 2014. Festivities will begin at 2:30 p.m. with a special Children’s Sabbath worship service to 
engage people in improving the lives of children and their families. At 3:30 p.m., a history exhibit will display a collection of oral histo-
ries, photographs and newspaper articles that tell the story of the Moore Community House and East Biloxi. Moore Community House 
is located at 684 Walker Street in Biloxi.

Students

Young Adults Can Apply for  
2015 Mission Program  
United Methodist News Service (UMNS)

Generation Transformation applications are now avail-
able for 2015 mission opportunities for young adults aged 
18-30. The program is an initiative of the United Method-
ist Board of Global Ministries. To read more, go to www.
umcmission.org/learn-about-us/news-and-stories/2014/
september/0902opportunitiesgt.

Administry

Giving Tuesday Is Coming
By Mike Hicks, executive director of the Mississippi United Methodist Foundation 

You may remember Giving Tuesday last year. Giving Tuesday was created to follow Black Friday and Cyber Monday. 
Black Friday is the day after Thanksgiving, and Cyber Monday is the Monday after Thanksgiving. These two days are 
all about spending for Christmas. So some folks decided to insert a day to give, rather than spend. The giving totals for 
Giving Tuesday rose 162 percent from 2012 to 2013.

Giving Tuesday is not about giving to one particular non-profit. Giving Tuesday invites any non-profit to get on the band-
wagon. The only catch is that it is all electronic giving. If you have a means to receive funds electronically, why not join 

in the Giving Tuesday experience?

I suggest you focus on a particular mission or ministry that represents who you are and reaches beyond the walls of the church as your 
focus for Giving Tuesday. Or you can point folks toward The Advance (www.umcmission.org/Give-to-Mission/The-Advance) or other 
missions of The United Methodist Church. Then begin to think how to communicate via Facebook, web pages and Twitter as we enter 
November. Every dollar received is a blessing. And do not forget to thank donors!
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Children’s Sabbaths Celebration  
October 10-12, 2014 

Join thousands of churches across the country October 10-12, 2014, in celebrating Children’s Sabbath Weekend by holding special 
worship services, education programs and advocacy activities to engage people of faith in the lives of children and their families.

Sponsored by the Children’s Defense Fund (www.childrensdefense.org/programs-campaigns/faith-based-action/childrens-
sabbaths/), the National Observance of Children’s Sabbaths Celebration is a way for faith communities to celebrate children as sacred 
gifts of the Divine, and provides the opportunity for houses of worship to renew and live out their moral responsibility to care, protect 
and advocate for all children. Additional resources and ideas for planning your Children’s Sabbath celebration can be found at www.
childrensdefense.org/programs-campaigns/faith-based-action/childrens-sabbaths/. 

The National Observance of Children’s Sabbaths Celebration is supported by Catholic Charities U.S.A., the Islamic Society of North 
America, the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the U.S.A., the National Assembly of Bahá’ís in the U.S., the Sikh Council 
on Religion and Education, the Union for Reform Judaism, the United Synagogue of Conservative Judaism and more than 200 other 
religious organizations and denominations.

The interfaith observance of Children’s Sabbath is the third weekend in October. However, General Conference 2000 designated the 
second weekend in October for this event.

World Communion Service of Prayer and Healing – Vicksburg
October 5, 2014

World Communion Sunday is observed on the first Sunday of October each year. This day calls the Church throughout the world to be 
united and inclusive through prayer, worship and sacrament. This year, on the evening of Sunday, October 5, in honor of World Com-
munion Sunday, the Vicksburg United Methodist cluster is offering a service of prayer and healing hosted by Hawkins United Methodist 
Church and led by the ministers of its sister churches. You are invited to be part of this special time of worship at 6:00 p.m. on Sunday, 
October 5 in the sanctuary. Hawkins UMC is located at 3736 Hall Ferry Road in Vicksburg.

Minor Memorial UMC Fall Festival 
October 11, 2014

Minor Memorial UMC will host a fall festival Saturday, October 11 from 8:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. at 6120 Goodman Road, West in Walls, 
Mississippi. The festival will include a bake sale, children’s activities, country café, community exhibitions, live music, a car show, a 
silent auction and more! The majority of proceeds from the fall festival will support Camp Lake Stephens scholarships for children and 
youth.

Visit www.minormemorial.org for further information or to download a reservation slip if you would like to reserve a booth. A 20’ x 20’ 
space cost $20 and a 20’ x 40’ space cost $40. Call 662.781.1333 with questions.

Dr. Randy Maddox to Lecture at United Theological Seminary
October 15, 2014

Dr. Randy L. Maddox will be the speaker at United Theological Seminary’s J. Arthur Heck Lectures on Wednesday, October 15, at 
United, which is located at 4501 Denlinger Road, Dayton, Ohio.  

Maddox’s presentation will be “Anticipate Our Heaven Below: Wesleyan Precedents for Reclaiming Holistic Salvation,”  with two lec-
tures entitled “Salvation—Not Just for Souls, for the Whole Person”  and “Salvation—Not Just for Humans, for the Whole Creation.”  

Maddox is the William Kellon Quick Professor of Wesleyan and Methodist Studies at the Divinity School, Duke University.  He is an 
ordained elder in the Dakotas Conference of The United Methodist Church.

For more information, including the complete schedule, or to register, visit http://united.edu/2014-j-arthur-heck-lectures-annual-
alumniae-reunion-banquet or contact Rev. Brice Thomas at bthomas@united.edu or 937.529.2256. The deadline for registration 
is October 10. 

Seashore District Lay Servant Ministries Weekend
October 17-18, 2014

Attend the fall 2014 Lay Servant Ministries Weekend, October 17 and 18 at Seashore United Methodist Assembly in Biloxi, located 
at 1410 Leggett Drive. There will be some exciting courses that will enhance one’s eagerness to serve the church community and the 
world. The following courses will be offered:

• Basic Lay Servant Ministries
• Sharing our United Methodist Beliefs
• Leading in Worship
• Telling Our Story

Registration will begin at 5:00 p.m. Friday, October 17, with class sessions beginning at 6:00 p.m. The worship will continue on Satur-
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day, October 18, from 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. Breaks and lunch will be provided. The deadline for pre-registration is October 9. For 
more information contact Melodye Luke at 228.539.4100.

Camp Lake Stephens Host the 2014 Fall Fling
October 21, 2014

The 2014 Fall Fling will convene at Camp Lake Stephens in Oxford on Tuesday, October 21, 2014 from 9:30 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. Par-
ticipants can choose from a list of workshops that include The Media of God’s Story, The World is Smaller Than You Think, Agape Love, 
Leaving a Christian Legacy for the Next Generation, The Music in You and Making a Holiday Centerpiece.

The entertainment will be provided by Ed Kilbourne. Kilbourne is known for his collections of moving music, quirky humor and insightful 
monologues. He has earned a reputation as one of America’s cutting edge religious communicators, a folk-theologian offering his teach-
ing in story and song as a guest in churches across the United States. Kilbourne combines acoustic guitar, singing and commentary 
with a storytelling style often compared to that of Garrison Keillor, the radio humorist from ‘Lake Wobegon.’

For more information about the entertainment and workshops being offered, Go to http://camplakestephens.com/wp-content/up-
loads/2014/01/Fall_Fling_2014_v2.pdf to view or download the brochure. To register, fill out the registration form on the back of the 
brochure for each person attending along with a payment of $20 and mail to: Fall Fling / Camp Lake Stephens / 117 Camp Lake 
Stephens Drive / Oxford, MS 38655.

2014 Convocation on the Black Church   
October 25, 2014

The Mississippi Conference of The United Methodist Church presents the 
2014 Convocation on the Black Church, October 24-25. This event is spe-
cifically designed to meet challenges of African American churches—but 
beneficial to all churches—ALL churches are welcome! This year’s theme 
is “Living Out The POWER of We Through Vital Worship.” The convocation 
will take place at the Brandon Conference Center in Brandon, Mississippi.

Facilitators for this event are: Rev. Dr. Michael T. McQueen, senior pastor 
of St. James UMC in Alpharetta, Georgia; Pastor John Paul McGee of Wor-
ship and Arts at St. James UMC in Alpharetta, Georgia and Sondra Bell, 
minister of music at Anderson UMC in Jackson, Mississippi.

Clergy attending the entire Saturday will be granted ½ CEU.

A special offering will be lifted in support of Rust College. Through giving, Rust College is able to continue developing students who will 
impact the world God loves. Rust College is a related institution of The United Methodist Church.

For additional information, call Angela Griffin at 769.243.7072 or email angela@mississippi-umc.org. To register, go to 
www.signup4.net/Public/ap.aspx?EID=20145042E&TID=3zlX8O8f1hgLkyf9fNf%2fnQ%3d%3d&utm_.

Visit www.mississippi-umc.org/eventdetail/209146 for details on the youth conference that will be held in conjunction with the 2014 
Convocation on the Black Church. The theme is “UNASHAMED Youth Living Boldly for Christ.”  

Watch Sexuality Discussion, Live
November 1, 2014

The Connectional Table’s Human Sexuality Task Force plans to hold the second of three live stream events from 8:00 a.m. to 10:00 
a.m. CT Saturday, November 1. The panelists are members of the Council of Bishops who contributed to the book “Finding Our Way: 
Love and Law in The United Methodist Church,” [http://www.umc.org/news-and-media/bishops-seek-to-help-church-find-way-on-
homosexuality] as well as the publisher and president of United Methodist Publishing House.

To read the announcement and learn how to participate, go to www.umc.org/news-and-media/connectional-table-to-host-human-
sexuality-live-stream.

Mississippi BMCR and NAACP Team Up to Fight HIV
November 6, 2014

Mississippi Black Methodist for Church Renewal (BMCR) is working with the Mississippi NAACP to fight HIV. Methodist pastors are 
invited to the Mississippi NAACP State Convention Ministers’ Luncheon on Thursday, November 6, 2014 at the Vicksburg Conven-
tion Center. This luncheon which will offer resources to clergy interested in affecting change in their community as it relates to the HIV 
epidemic.  There is no cost to attend, but registration is necessary to provide accommodations.

For more information, go to http://origin.library.constantcontact.com/download/get/file/1102747532396-1939/NAACP. 
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Millsaps Chamber Singers: Performing at a UMC Near You
October 19 - November 16, 2014

United Methodist-related Millsaps College is proud to present a wealth of musical events by the Millsaps Chamber Singers each semes-
ter. To see upcoming dates where the Millsaps Chamber Singers will be performing at United Methodist churches in Mississippi, go to 
www.millsaps.edu/academics/music_events_calendar.php.

2015 Peace Conference at Lake Junaluska
November 12-15, 2015

The Lake Junaluska Peace Conference is an ongoing response to God’s call to peacemaking and reconciliation. This year’s theme is 
“Longing for Peace: Exploring the Heart of God.” Affirming the community of Abrahamic faiths, the Peace Conference seeks to work in 
partnership with Christians, Jews, Muslims and members of other religious traditions to advance the work of reconciliation and peace.

This is a self-funded event, from registration fees, grants and donations. SEJ Annual Conferences have made contributions from this 
source, sent to the Lake Junaluska treasurer, for each year of the conference. You are invited to do so again. The suggested amount is 
$1,000 or more.

Below are the plenary speakers:
• Vicar Sam Wells - St. Martin-in-the-Fields, London, England
• Dr. Rabia Harris - scholar-in-residence at Stony Point, NY, President of Muslim Peace Fellowship
• Rabbi Or Rose - director, Center for Global Judaism and co-director of the Center for Interreligious and Community Leadership Educa-
tion, a joint venture with Andover Newton Theological Seminary.

Visit www.lakejunaluska.com/events/spiritual_enrichment/peace/ for more information.

Applications for the 2014 Mission Grants  
are Now Available
DEADLINE: November 14, 2014

Need to strengthen or start a ministry? Apply for mission grants.

Apply now for the 2014 Connectional Ministries Mission Grants. These 
matching grants are available to United Methodist churches and United 
Methodist sponsored or related agencies.  Grants range from $500 to 
$2,500 per project, with one award of up to $10,000. They are awarded to 
form spiritual leaders, new places for new people, connections through ex-
isting congregations and engagement in ministry with the poor; therefore, 
living out the four Core Values of The POWER of We.

In 2012, the committee awarded 46 out of the 57 applicants, a total of 
$107,000.  In 2013, the Connectional Ministries Mission Grant Committee 
awarded 63 grants totaling $118,255.

Applications will be accepted through November 14, 2014 and must be delivered in person or by mail to the: Office of Connec-
tional Ministries / Attn: Mission Grants / 320 - C Briarwood Dr. / Jackson, MS 39206.  To ensure receipt, it is recommended to send 
certified mail with return receipt.  Do not fax or email applications.

Visit http://origin.library.constantcontact.com/download/get/file/1102747532396-1926/2014 for the link to the 2014 Mission Grant 
Application.    

Announcement – Wanted: Musical Keyboard
The Jackson State University Wesley Foundation is in need of a musical keyboard. If a church has keyboard to donate, it will be greatly 
appreciated. Contact Rev. Vera Hall, director, at P.O. Box 17456, Jackson, MS 39217, or call 601.888.5584.
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Granddaddy’s Meatloaf  

Mix ½ of cooked veggies and meat mixture to form 1 large or 2 small loaves. In deep pan lay 4 slices of bacon for wrapping, place 
formed meat on top and wrap meat with bacon. Bake 1 ½ hours at 350 degrees. Take remaining veggies and add 1 large can of toma-
toes, ½ remaining can of stewed tomatoes and 1 can of mushrooms. Simmer while meatloaf is baking, on low, don’t burn! Pour “gravy” 
over meat and cook an additional 30 minutes.

—  the late John Ellis of St. Luke United Methodist Church in Cleveland, Mississippi

Methodist Tested Recipes

Simmer until soft, then cool and drain:
1 large onion, chopped
½ large bell pepper, chopped
2 cloves garlic, chopped
3 ribs celery, chopped
1 cup water

Mix:
2 ½ pounds of ground chuck
3 eggs
1 package McCormick meat loaf 
seasoning
½ can stewed tomatoes
1 tablespoon salt
1 tablespoon pepper
¼ pound crushed crackers

Have a recipe that is too good to keep to yourself? Share it with our Circuit Rider readers. Email your favorite recipes to 
news@mississippi-umc.org.

As a courtesy to the Mississippi Annual Conference, job announcements from across the United Methodist connection are featured in 
The Circuit Rider. To submit an employment notice, send an email to news@mississipppi-umc.org.  Postings are not guaranteed to 
appear more than once in this newsletter. Read a description of job opening(s) listed below.

Employment Opportunities
• Pianist - Marvin UMC - Florence, MS
Marvin UMC in Florence, MS is looking for a pianist to play for their 10:55 a.m. service on Sunday mornings and practice with the chancel 
choir and praise team on Wednesday nights.  Compensation commensurate with experience and education.  You can find a full job descrip-
tion on our website – www.mumc.me.  If interested please send resume to Spencer Ringer at marvinchurch@comcast.net or call Marvin UMC 
(601) 845-7524.

• Full-time Director of Student Ministry - Ooltewah UMC, Ooltewah, TN
Ooltewah United Methodist Church (http://www.oumclive.org/) of Ooltewah, Tennessee, is a well-established United Methodist Church that is 
enjoying new growth and development springing up around it.  The church is seeking a full-time Director of Student Ministry to oversee youth 
programs and lead a team of ministry staff and volunteers in fulfilling the church’s mission of “Making Disciples of Jesus Christ for the transfor-
mation of the world.”  Ooltewah United Methodist is blessed to have a strong core group of youth, dedicated volunteers, and a great staff and 
pastors.

Primary responsibilities of the Director of Student Ministry will include:

• Developing relationships:  Establishes relationships with youth, parents and volunteers through church, community and school events.  En-
sure that relationships are being built between the adult leaders of Ooltewah UMC and the youth.
• Programming leadership:  Ensures that all details of youth programs and events are addressed to build an engaging and welcoming atmo-
sphere in which spiritual and leadership skills can be developed.
• Equipping staff and volunteers:  Recruits, trains and equips volunteers, regularly, to provide spiritual support and encouragement in working 
with the youth in the youth ministry.

The qualified candidate will have:

• A deep faith in Jesus Christ
• A love for youth
• A bachelor’s degree in Youth Ministry or in a related field
• Five years’ experience in working with youth
• Three years’ experience on a church staff, preferably a larger, multi-staff church environment

Employment 
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• Experience in recruiting, training and retaining volunteers
• Alignment with the beliefs and practices of United Methodist tradition and theology
• Be skilled in connecting with youth and parents, energetic, a team player and adept in using social media 

Interested candidates can submit a cover letter and resume to Debra Malone at office@oumclive.org.

• Job Fair – Moore Community House Early Head Start: October 9-11, 2014
Moore Community House Early Head Start Program will be having a JOB FAIR on October 9-11, 2014 from 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.  Our 
program has come in need of full-time Primary Teachers in our Early Head Start classrooms.  Our program is from birth to 3 year old.   Our 
classroom ratios are 4:1 with a total of 8 children per-classroom with 2 paid staff people at all times.  We are state and federal regulated.   We 
practice Continuity of Care, where our teachers move with our babies as they get older and transition from the younger classrooms to the 
older classrooms; where they remain until they transition out of our program on to pre-school. So if you are interested in joining a place where 
foundations are laid, and age appropriate development is being implemented, then you will be in the right place. Looking forward to meeting 
you and hoping we can be that fit that you have been waiting for.

Position Qualifications:

Minimum Qualifications: FBI Background Clearance Letter. Child Development Associate (CDA) Credential or an Associate Degree or Bach-
elor Degree in Early Childhood Education or an equivalent credential or an educational degree that addresses comparable competencies. 
Preference will be given to Infant/toddler teachers who have earned an Associate’s or Bachelor’s degree in early childhood education.

Infant and toddler teachers must have the training and experience necessary to develop consistent, stable and supportive relationships with 
very young children.  Training must include knowledge of infant/toddler development, safety issues in infant and toddler care and methods for 
communicating effectively with infants and toddlers, their parents and other staff members.

Moore Community House Early Head Start is located at 684 Walker Street, Biloxi, Mississippi. 

• Director of Youth Ministries - Saint Paul’s UMC, Tallahassee, FL
Saint Paul’s United Methodist Church (www.saintpaulsumc.org) located in Tallahassee, Florida, is searching for a full-time Director of Youth 
Ministries.  This person will lead the church’s youth ministry (grades 6 - 12) in keeping with our mission to “Follow Jesus, grow in community 
and transform the world.”  

Saint Paul’s UMC is a well-established, traditional church of about 1,600 members. We have two traditional worship services and one con-
temporary service each Sunday, a robust Sunday school program, and a variety of programs for all age levels.  Our theological environment 
offers a foundation on the Bible while valuing theological diversity. We strive to be accepting, open and tolerant. 

Florida’s capital city, Tallahassee is home to 187,000 residents, with a median age of 26.  Home to Florida A&M University and Florida State 
University, Tallahassee has a highly educated population, with 45% of adults possessing a Bachelor’s degree or higher.    The cost of living 
is below state and national averages.  Sometimes described as “Florida with a southern accent,” Tallahassee is known for its many trees 
and rolling hills.  Tallahasseeans enjoy, in addition to bountiful cultural, educational and athletic activities, being within two hours of some of 
Florida’s most beautiful beaches.

For more information and to submit a resume, please contact Meg Guyton at saintpaulsemployment@gmail.com.



14

Stay Connected

www.facebook.com/pages/The-Mississippi-United-Methodist-Conference/436491529732524

https://twitter.com/Mississippi_UMC

www.youtube.com/channel/UCSRtxv_Kix8IbYuHKRMLIjg

www.flickr.com/photos/119483421@N02/

Stay Connected with ConnecTText
Mississippi United Methodists with the ability to receive text messaging via phone are encouraged to sign up for ConnecTText. 

The service is another option for people to stay informed about important dates and other conference happenings.

To sign up for ConnecTText:
1. Remember, you must have the ability to get text messages on your phone.
2. From your mobile phone, text the letters ‘MSUMC’ to the number 95577 and press send.
3. Wait a few seconds for a confirmation text and you’re connected!

Mississippi Conference’s Mobile App—MY MSUMC 
MY MSUMC -- the Mississippi Conference of The United Methodist Church’s official mobile app -- is available at no cost on all iPhone, 
Android, Galaxy and Blackberry phones and their corresponding pads and tablets.

MY MSUMC allows easy access to the latest conference events, local UM news and The Circuit Rider. The MY MSUMC app presents 
users with a unique opportunity to interact with the conference by submitting prayer requests, recording audio of personal testimonies 
and posting comments via facebook and twitter. Plus, the ‘Our Districts’ feature shows a comprehensive list of district contact informa-
tion and even directions from the user’s current location—all from a mobile smart phone or tablet device.

Feel free to leave a comment about the app on the Mississippi United Methodist Conference facebook and twitter pages.


