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Learn how The POWER of We fuels our beliefs.  

A collection of stories that model each of The Mississippi Conference Core Values (tabs shown at 
left); love, generosity, justice and apprenticeship can be found at the links listed below.

LOVE:  Visit www.mississippi-umc.org/love

GENEROSITY: Visit www.mississippi-umc.org/generosity

JUSTICE: Visit www.mississippi-umc.org/justice

APPRENTICESHIP: Visit www.mississippi-umc.org/apprenticeship

Your  Connec t ion  to The Miss iss ipp i  Annua l  Conference

The Circuit Rider
Published Wednesday  |  January 21, 2015

Heightening Awareness

Our Values

LOVE

GENEROSITY

JUSTICE

APPRENTICESHIP

T h e  P O W E R  o f  W e

Photo illustration by Ronny Perry, UM Communications
In honor of his mother, Bishop James Swanson Sr. continues to 
advocate awareness of domestic violence. He recently turned to 
key Mississippi Conference leaders for discussions on involving 
the entire conference in heightening awareness on the issue that 
has impacted his own life. See the story on page 3.

Purpose: The Mississippi Annual Conference— 
empowered by love, generosity, justice and apprenticeship—forms 

spiritual leaders, faith communities and connections so more  
disciples of Jesus Christ transform the world.

The mission of the Mississippi 
Annual Conference is to make 
disciples of Jesus Christ for the 
transformation of the world.

2014 Annual   
Conference Session 
Review
Visit the links below to view or 
download the following:

• 2014-2015 Mississippi Con-
ference Appointments: www.
mississippi-umc.org/20142015
msconferenceappointments

• Special Annual Conference 
Edition of The Circuit Rider: 
www.mississippi-umc.org/2014
annualconferencespecialeditio
nofthecircuitrider

Share Your News in  
The Circuit Rider
For submission guidelines, visit 
www.mississippi-umc.org/
shareyournewsinthecircuit-
rider.

Stop Hunger Now -
Track the Goal!
Visit www.facebook.com/
msacshngoal to keep track of 
the Mississippi Conference’s 
2014 goal of one million meals 
packed for Stop Hunger Now.
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Mark 1:14-20
New International Version (NIV)
Jesus Announces the Good News
14 After John was put in prison, Jesus went into Galilee, proclaiming the good news of God. 15 “The time has come,” he said. “The 
kingdom of God has come near. Repent and believe the good news!”

Jesus Calls His First Disciples
16 As Jesus walked beside the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and his brother Andrew casting a net into the lake, for they were fisher-
men. 17 “Come, follow me,” Jesus said, “and I will send you out to fish for people.” 18 At once they left their nets and followed him.
19 When he had gone a little farther, he saw James son of Zebedee and his brother John in a boat, preparing their nets. 20 Without 
delay he called them, and they left their father Zebedee in the boat with the hired men and followed him.

word POWER

Bishop’s Journal
Bishop On the Move
Mark your calendars to attend events where Bishop James E. Swanson Sr. will be visiting in the upcoming 
days.

• January 22, 2015 (Thursday) 
Bishop Swanson will participate in a panel discussion during an event titled “Light the Fire! 2015: Divine Heal-
ing” in Naples, Florida.  The event time is 2:30 p.m. - 4:00 p.m. Swanson will also officiate a healing service 
starting at 4:15 p.m.

• January 30-31, 2015 (Friday-Saturday)             
Bishop Swanson will be speaking during the Louisiana United Methodist Men Conference at The Wesley Cen-
ter in Woodworth, Louisiana.  He will speak at 7:30 p.m. on January 30 and at 9:15 a.m. on January 31.  

• February 4, 2015 (Wednesday) 
Bishop Swanson will attend the Clergy Leadership Conference at St. Mark’s UMC in Brandon.  He will lead 
the closing communion.  (The time will be shared later.)  

• February 24, 2015 (Tuesday)
 Bishop Swanson will be preaching during the Southeastern Jurisdiction Disaster Academy that will take place at Seashore United 
Methodist Assembly in Biloxi, MS. The service begins 7:00 p.m. 

• March 29, 2015 (Palm Sunday) 
Bishop Swanson will be preaching during the 11:00 a.m. service at First Unity UMC in Weir, MS.  

Celebrating Mission Grants  
Belmont UMC Backpack Snack Pack Ministry
By Tamica Smith-Jeuitt, Senior Communications Specialist

Photo right: Mallory Gordon, a teacher at Belmont Elementary School places a snack pack in a child’s 
backpack.

A kindergarten teacher in Belmont, Mississippi wrote the following message of appreciation to the con-
gregation at Belmont United Methodist Church:

“I have personally seen children’s faces light up when they see the bags of food in their backpacks on 
Friday...I do not want to imagine what the weekend could hold for some of these children if it was not 
for the Belmont United Methodist Church’s Backpack Ministry.”

Belmont UMC included the teacher’s letter in a witness report for sharing with the Mississippi Annual 
Conference, whose generosity provided Belmont with a matching grant of $2,500 towards its Backpack 
Snack Packs for Kids Ministry.

Since October 2010, Belmont has been packing meals for children in the community’s Head Start 
program to take home on the weekend. The church recently expanded its ministry to include kindergart-
ners and their siblings at Belmont Elementary School. The children who need nourishing are identified 

Connecting
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by teachers and members of Belmont UMC. On Friday, when these children 
are at recess, their teachers put the snack packs in their book bags.  Each child 
receives two breakfasts, two lunches, two juices and three snacks.

“Our mission is to put Christian faith and love into action in our daily lives so 
that others might come to know Christ through our lives” explained Gayle Grif-
fin, Belmont’s mission committee chair.

Through the benevolence of the Mississippi Conference and others partner-
ing with Belmont UMC, the Backpack Snack Pack Ministry for Kids serves 123 
children as of January 2015.

Photo right: Volunteers usually gather in the church fellowship hall, after a 
designated Wednesday night Bible study, to make the snack packs.

About Mission Grants
The Mississippi Conference Connectional Ministries Mission Grants are matching grants available to United Methodist churches and 
United Methodist sponsored or related agencies.  Grants range from $500 to $2,500 per project, with one award of up to $10,000. They 
are awarded to form spiritual leaders, new places for new people, connections through existing congregations and engagement in min-
istry with the poor; therefore, living out the four Core Values of The POWER of We.

Follow The Circuit Rider for details on how to apply for the annual Mission Grants in the fall.

Calling All MS Conference Lay Members  
A message from the Mississippi Conference Lay Leader 
Dear Lay Members of the Mississippi Annual Conference,

At our forthcoming 2015 Session of the Mississippi Annual Conference we will elect del egates to the 2016 General and Jurisdictional 
Conferences. Ser vice to the church as a delegate is an honor and a sacred respon sibility which requires a commitment of prayer, 
time, study, discussing, reading, and listening, which helps us stay focused on our mission of making disciples of Jesus Christ for the 
transfor mation of the world.

To ensure compliance with the Book of Discipline, laity wishing to be considered for election and inclusion in the pre-conference journal 
should complete the official nominations form which can be found online at www.mississippi-umc.org/laydel by March 1, 2015. Any 
inquiries are to be directed to Rev. Trey Harper, Conference Secretary, msconfsecy@gmail.com. Thank you for your prayerful consid-
eration.

Yours in Christ,
Timothy E. Crisler, Conference Lay Leader
Mississippi Conference of The United Methodist Church

Visit www.mississippi-umc.org/laydelegateinformation to the view the MS Conference Secretary notice that includes the require-
ments of lay delegates.  

Visit www.mississippi-umc.org/2015sessionofthemississippiannualconference to be directed to all things related to the 2015 Ses-
sion of the Mississippi Annual Conference.  

Increasing Awareness of Domestic Violence
Mississippi Conference Communications

Photo right: At the table are UMM president, Andy Tentoni, UMW president, 
Kay Barksdale and Bishop James Swanson Sr. during a meeting to involve the 
conference in addressing domestic violence. 

Plans are underway for the Mississippi Conference to have a hand in heighten-
ing awareness of domestic violence throughout Mississippi communities and 
beyond. The resident bishop of the Mississippi Area, Bishop James Swanson 
Sr., met recently with the presidents of the conference’s United Methodist Men 
and United Methodist Women, along with the Mississippi Conference director 
of connectional ministries to brainstorm on the issue. As reported in The Circuit 
Rider back in March 2013, Swanson said he made a promise many years ago to speak out against domestic violence after the tragic 
loss of his mother. To read the story, “Bishop’s Personal Promise on Domestic Violence,” go to www.mississippi-umc.org/blogde-
tail/721532.  

If you want to join God’s mission to bring healing and wholeness around issues of domestic violence, please email bishop@mississip-
pi-umc.org.
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MS Attorney General’s Office Offers Clergy Training   
Many times, violent crime victims, their family members and friends will reach out to members of the clergy as they work through dif-
ficult issues associated of victimization.  In an effort to educate caregivers about the programs and resources available to victims, the 
Mississippi Office of the Attorney General, Bureau of Victim Assistance, Crime Victim Compensation Division, is hosting a training (with 
three repeat sessions) that may be of interest to members of the clergy.  Go to https://files.ctctcdn.com/c6cffd0c001/9847ca49-3249-
44ce-9385-4dd3f22c9fd5.pdf to download the training announcement and registration forms.  

Bishop Swanson Keynote Speaker for Tupelo MLK Jr. Service   
The following story by writer William Moore is printed with permission from the Northeast Mississippi Daily Journal.

Photo right: Bishop James Swanson Sr. of the Mississippi Conference of The 
United Methodist Church delivers the keynote speech during Sunday’s Martin 
Luther King Jr. Commemorative Service at the Civic Auditorium in Tupelo.  At 
right is Matt Laubhan, master of ceremonies for the event.  (Photo courtesy of 
Northeast Mississippi Daily Journal.) 

People need to accept who they are and others need to accept them.

That was the simple message Bishop James Swanson gave at the Martin Lu-
ther King Jr. Commemorative Service Sunday afternoon in Tupelo.

“Regardless of race, ethnicity or gender, we all owe a great deal of debt to this 
man (King),” said Swanson, bishop of the Mississippi Conference of the United 
Methodist Church. “His was a ministry to include everyone.”

Swanson was born in Texas in 1950 and grew up with the civil rights movement.

“If we in America are going to take advantage of the gift that God has given us, we have to move away from the idea you have to feel 
superior to someone,” said Swanson. “You don’t need anything outside of yourself to feel good about yourself. The very fact that God 
breathed into your nostrils – whether your skin is black as midnight or white as snow – you are somebody. And God didn’t make a mis-
take when he made you.”

Visit http://djournal.com/news/acknowledging-debt-methodist-bishop-emphasizes-kings-inclusiveness/ to read the full story.

Closed for Ebola, Liberian Schools to Reopen in February  
United Methodist News Service (UMNS) 

Students will return to their classrooms in February, a positive sign that the 
Ebola outbreak is coming under control in this West African country that at 
one point was reporting 300 new cases each week. Liberian President Ellen 
Johnson Sirleaf, a United Methodist, ordered all schools closed on July 30 in an 
attempt to contain the deadly epidemic.

Visit www.umc.org/news-and-media/closed-for-ebola-liberian-schools-to-
reopen-in-february to read the story by Julu Swen.  

A Letter to Martin Luther King Jr.   
United Methodist News Service (UMNS)

Retired United Methodist Bishop Woodie W. White, photo right, reflects on the national conversation on race in 
his annual “birthday letter” to the Rev. Martin Luther King Jr. The deaths of a number of unarmed black youth 
at the hands of police point to a deep racial divide even as the nation celebrates the 50th anniversary of the act 
that granted rights to vote to black American citizens, he writes. Go to www.interpretermagazine.org/topics/a-
letter-to-martin-luther-king-jr to read the letter. To watch White read his message, visit www.umc.org/news-
and-media/bishop-white-reads-his-2015-letter-to-mlk.
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Faith Communities

Martin Luther King Jr. Youth Lock-in at Central UMC
By Michelle Henry, Central UMC, Jackson

Photo right: Sixteen students participated in the Martin Luther King Jr. Lock-in. 
The idea for the lock-in initiated over lunch between two pastors.

On Sunday, January 18, 2015, several youth from Central and Pratt United 
Methodist churches gathered to participate in Central’s Martin Luther King Jr. 
Lock-in. The first activity on the agenda was a viewing of the movie Selma. 
Each youth was asked to pretend as if social media were around during the civil 
rights movement and to “update their statuses or tweet” with comments about 
how they felt at certain pivotal parts of the movie, using the hashtag #CUMC-
Selma50. The texts were a part of the basis for the discussion which followed 
the movie. To see a few of the texts shared, visit Central United Methodist 
Church’s Facebook page at https://www.facebook.com/pages/Central-UM-Church/199711390100884.

During the discussion, each young person was asked to share what they learned from the movie. Some shared that they didn’t really 
understand how difficult it was for Blacks to register to vote. Others spoke on what they felt was the beginning of a generational mistrust 
in law enforcement. Participants were encouraged to use their electronic devices to research important characters and acts in the 
movie. At the end of the night, a greater understanding of the civil rights movement and its impact on today was shared by all.

“I went into the lock-in with the intention of teaching our young people about the civil rights movement because I was under the impres-
sion that they didn’t get it. However, after this lock-in I realize that they get it more than we know. They were able to transfer what hap-
pened then to what is happening now and have concrete ideas on how they can be a part of changing the world in our current context,” 
said Michelle Henry, with Central’s youth ministry.

Youth Tour Methodist Heritage
Photo right: The youth group at Decatur UMC pictured at Fort Frederica on St. 
Simons Island.  Both John and Charles Wesley spent time here.  

The youth group of Decatur United Methodist Church held their winter retreat 
December 29, 2014 through January 1, 2015 at Epworth by the Sea on St. Simons 
Island, Georgia. While there, they explored their Wesleyan heritage, visiting Fort 
Frederica, the Arthur Moore Methodist Museum, Christ Church Frederica, and Sa-
vannah, Georgia. The highlight of the trip was a Wesley Covenant Renewal Service 
with communion, which was celebrated at midnight as 2015 arrived.

Way Back When 

?
Can you name this  

Mississippi United Methodist 
clergy person? The photo was 
taken way back when he was 

an 11-year-old.

The answer can be found below,  
after the Methodist Tested Recipe!
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Save the Date  |  Announcements

First UMC Gulfport Recovery Workshops 
January 22, 2015 (10 weeks)
Trying to get your life back together after a divorce or a death? 

First United Methodist Church Gulfport announces the following outreach programs, all beginning on Thursday, January 22 at 7:00 
p.m.:

• The Divorce Recovery Workshop is a structured program helping people deal with divorce issues, as well as offering a caring sup-
port group for those going through a divorce or separation. Participants will hear a speaker the first hour, with group discussion the 
second hour.
• The Grief Recovery Workshop is for anyone dealing with the emotional pain that follows the death of a loved one. In addition to 
hearing speakers, participants share their loss experiences and talk about grief issues with the goal of putting their lives back together.
• Broken Rainbow is a program for children who are having difficulty coping with a divorce or death in their family. The program is suit-
able for children ages six and up. Please call to register your child.

All workshops last for ten weeks and meet in the Education Building of First United Methodist Church, located at 15th Street and 23rd 
Avenue in downtown Gulfport. The workshop fee is $30. Children of divorce recovery or grief recovery participants may attend Broken 
Rainbow at no cost. For more information on any program, call 228.229.6851.
 
The Upper Room Fall Recipe Contest for Kids
Deadline January 31, 2015
Kids ages 6 to 12 can compete for a chance to have their recipe featured in The Upper Room publication for children, Pockets.  

The Guidelines:
1. Send a fall recipe (main dish, side dish, breakfast food, dessert, snack, or beverage) for something you can make yourself.
2. The Upper Room will pay $20 for each one of the recipes published in the October 2015 issue.
3. You must be 6 to 12 years old.
4. You must send your entry by January 31, 2015.
5. Email your recipe and information (name, address, age) to pockets@upperroom.org or mail it to: Pockets Contest, P.O. Box 340004, 
Nashville, TN  37203-0004.

Clergy Leadership Conference 
February 2-4, 2015
Register now for the Clergy Leadership Conference themed “Eyes to See, Ears to 
Hear: Pastoral Care for Transformed Lives” with Dr. Gregory C. Ellison, II. This event is 
scheduled for February 2-4, 2015, at St. Mark’s UMC in Brandon, Mississippi.   

The cost is $125 by January 23. After that date, the cost will be $150.  

Ellison, assistant professor of Pastoral Care and Counseling at Candler School of The-
ology in Atlanta, is committed to missional care-pastoral ministry with those outside as 
well as within our congregations.

Are there people in your community who long to be heard, but remain invisible, their 
voices muted? Do clergy and clergy families also feel unseen and unheard at times? 
What does pastoral care that heals these wounds of isolation look like? What do we 
need to learn in order to sharpen our vision, tune our hearing, and extend the reach of 
our caring for others in Jesus’ name? Where do we turn for the listening ear and gracious regard we need?

Visit www.centerforministry.com/pages/detail/1709 for more information and to register.  
 
2015 Statewide Wesley
February 6 - 8, 2015 

College students from Wesley Foundations across Mississippi will converge at Timber 
Creek in Morton, Mississippi Friday, February 6 - Sunday, February 8, 2015 for the 
annual Statewide Wesley retreat. Returning Statewide alumnus, Lo Alaman will host the 
weekend, Rev. Patrick Quinn will be the speaker and husband and wife duo, “We Are 
The Monks” will lead worship. Themed “Building Blocks,” this event is definitely what it 
is stacked up to be.
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The cost to attend is $84.00. Visit www.mississippi-umc.org/eventdetail/650626 for more information and registration forms.  

Complete registration by January 30, 2015.

Lay Servant Ministries School (East and West Jackson districts)
February 7, 2015
A Lay Servant Ministries School for the East and West Jackson districts will be held February 7, 2015, at Central United Methodist 
Church Family Life Center, 517 N. Farish Street in Jackson.

A basic course will be offered and three advanced courses: Small Groups, Worship, and Understanding the Bible. The basic course will 
be limited to 25 people and each of the advanced courses will be limited to 20 people.  

Go to https://files.ctctcdn.com/c6cffd0c001/e2455a3c-cb51-4771-b814-02ff69bc5318.pdf for schedules, registration forms, and ad-
ditional information. The deadline to submit registration forms and checks to the district office is Wednesday, January 21, 2015. 
 
Human Sexuality Task Force Hosts Its Third Panel 
February 10, 2015
The Central Conference Voice on Human Sexuality and Our Wesleyan Identity
The Connectional Table’s Human Sexuality Task Force will be hosting its third and final panel on human sexuality Tuesday, February 
10, 2015 at 10:00 a.m., CAT, in Maputo, Mozambique. This panel will highlight the Central Conference perspective on our Wesleyan 
identity, the life of the church, and human sexuality.   

While this panel will not be live-streamed, there is an opportunity for those who wish to participate to pose questions to the panel be-
forehand via Twitter. On January 26, 2015 at 9:00 p.m. EST, DreamUMC will host a Twitter chat where participants will get a glimpse 
of the types of questions and topics for the panel, an opportunity to answer or comment on those questions and topics, and an opportu-
nity to pose questions of their own, which will be presented to the panel. Any submitted questions will be asked of the panel during the 
last 20 minutes on February 10.   

To continue reading the story, visit www.umc.org/news-and-media/preview/human-sexuality-task-force-hosts-its-third-panel.
 
Ten Years After Katrina: UMCOR and UMVIM 2015 SEJ Disaster Academy 
February 23-25, 2015
The year 2015 marks one decade since the tragedy and extraordinary generosity surrounding Hur-
ricane Katrina’s devastation. Over $18 million and thousands of volunteers buoyed Mississippi into 
recovery. 

The Mississippi Annual Conference is hosting the Southeastern Jurisdiction Disaster Academy along-
side the United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR) and United Methodist Volunteers in Mission 
(UMVIM) February 23-25, 2015, at Seashore Assembly in Biloxi. 

If you’d like to learn more about how you can be a part of disaster response ministry, the disaster 
academy is for you, go to www.mississippi-umc.org/eventdetail/449200.

Senatobia District Lay Servant School
February 28, 2015 

The Senatobia District Lay Servant School is scheduled for February 28, 2015, at Hernando UMC.  The absolute deadline for regis-
tration is February 1.  Along with a basic class and two advanced class offerings, there will be a Bible camp for children (grades 1-4) 
of school participants. 

Lisa Albert, Cokesbury representative, will also be on hand with a VBS preview and many other exciting items from Cokesbury.  You do 
not have to be a part of the lay servant school to visit the Cokesbury room.   For more information, call Cheryl at 662.562.5865 or visit 
the district web page, senumc.net.

The Gathering 2015 
February 27 - March 1, 2015
United Methodist youth from all over Mississippi are encouraged to attend The Gathering 
2015 from February 27 through March 1. This year’s theme is ‘Change’ and will feature 
amazing communicators Bishop James E. Swanson, Sr., episcopal leader of the Missis-
sippi Area and Rev. William Rambo, associate pastor at The Orchard United Methodist 
Church in Tupelo. The event will be held at Christ United Methodist Church in Jackson 
located at 6000 Old Canton Road. Amena Brown will bring a powerful experience with her 
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spoken word art. A dance crew that has performed all around the country at youth camps and NBA half-time shows, Remote Kontrol, 
will be there! This will be an amazing weekend! You don’t want to miss it.

Non-refundable registration costs:
• $55 Early Bird Registration (paid online or postmarked by January 21, 2015)
• $60 Regular Registration (paid online or postmarked by February 16, 2015)
• $65 Late Registration (paid online or postmarked after February 16, 2015)

Contact Mike Howington, Mississippi Conference youth and families coordinator at 601.354.0515 for additional information and details 
about available scholarships.

Visit www.mississippi-umc.org/eventdetail/209147 for more information. Register now for this spirit-filled weekend for youth.

Announcements:
 
GBHEM Loan Applications Available, Expanded Categories for Eligibility
Deadline May 5, 2015
The General Board of Higher Education and Ministry opened applications for spring and summer loans on December 11, 2014 and will 
accept loan applications until May 5, 2015. The spring and summer loans are for school enrollment between January 1, 2015 and 
May 31, 2015. Applications are available at www.gbhem.org/loanapplication.

The GBHEM board has recently voted (view results: http://www.gbhem.org/sites/default/files/documents/loansandscholarships/
DACA_scholarship2014.pdf) to expand the eligibility criteria which will enable Dreamer students to apply for a loan or scholarship 
from GBHEM under the current Domestic Applicant guidelines. Dreamers are young adults who were unauthorized immigrants brought 
into the country as children.  

Go to http://www.gbhem.org/sites/default/files/documents/loansandscholarships/DACA_scholarship2014.pdf to read about the 
GBHEM Board of Directors action. 

The GBHEM is adjusting the online application questions regarding citizenship status so in order to identify the Dreamers who apply 
this year.  The scholarship application opened on January 5 at www.gbhem.org/scholarshipapplication. 

MS Annual Conference Session 2015 Web Link 

The 2015 Session of the Mississippi Annual Conference information page is active on the Mississippi Conference website (www.mis-
sissippi-umc.org) under connectional ministries. Visit the links listed below for information on hotels, special meals, pre-conference 
workshops and the lay delegate election process for 2016 General Conference. Remember to check the website frequently. Information 
will be updated as details are finalized.

Quick Links Available Now
• Hotels (www.mississippi-umc.org/2015hotels)
• Special meals (www.mississippi-umc.org/2015specialmeals)
• Pre-conference Workshops (www.mississippi-umc.org/preconferenceworkshops)
• Lay delegate election process for 2016 General Conference (www.mississippi-umc.org/laydelegateinformation)

The 2015 Session of the Mississippi Annual Conference will take place in the Jackson Convention Complex (JCC) from Thursday, 
June 4 through Saturday, June 6, 2015. Pre-conference workshops will be held on Wednesday, June 3, 2015. The JCC is located at 
105 E. Pascagoula Street in Jackson, Mississippi. 

Pastor’s Moving Day  
Bishop James Swanson Sr. has designated June 16, 2015 clergy moving day for clergy transferring to new appointments in the Missis-
sippi Conference.
 
Methodist Children’s Homes Needs Foster Care
Does your church want to get involved in a foster care ministry?  Currently there are over 3,000 
children in need of loving foster care homes across Mississippi.  Your congregation can answer 
the call to open up your homes to minister to children.

LaSonja Lightfoot, director of foster care, is excited to educate and guide your church into becom-
ing the next advocate.  You can do this through opening your home and heart and becoming a 
foster parent, and praying and supporting those in your church who become foster parents.  

Email LaSonja Lightfoot at Llightfoot@mchms.org to start your foster care ministry.
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Free Imagine No Malaria Resources Available for Lent
United Methodist News Services (UMNS)

The Imagine No Malaria effort offers free resources for the time of year when Christians strive to give up indifference and often take 
on something new. The resources include graphics, worship materials and videos suitable for use in a church, small group or Sunday 
school setting. To access resources, visit http://imaginenomalaria.org/news/lent-worship-resources#.VLl8YEfF_77.  
 
Registration Open for Do No Harm 2015:  
Best Practices for Health, Accountability and Wholeness
The Inter-agency Sexual Ethics Task Force, convened by the General Commission on the Status and Role of Women, recently an-
nounced that early registration is now open for “Do No Harm 2015: Best Practices for Health, Accountability and Wholeness,” which 
is taking place on October 15-17, 2015 in Chicago, Illinois. Persons who register before February 27, 2015 will be able to take 
advantage of a special reduced registration fee.

“Do No Harm 2015” is a sexual ethics summit addressing the most recent developments and challenges in prevention of and response 
to abuse, misconduct, and harassment of a sexual nature, particularly by persons in ministerial roles (both lay and clergy) within The 
United Methodist Church. Topics will address the cultivation of healthy ministerial relationships at all levels and settings of the church.  
Visit https://www.signup4.net/public/ap.aspx for more details.

Baked French Toast  

In saucepan, over medium-low heat, mix and melt first three ingredients. While 
mixture melts, spray baking dish with PAM. Slice bread one inch thick and lay on 
mixture of butter and sugar. Pour egg mixture over bread and refrigerate over-
night. Preheat oven 350 degrees. Bake 30 minutes uncovered. Sprinkle with 
powdered sugar.  — Dot Arneson, St. Paul UMC, Ocean Springs, Mississippi

Methodist Tested Recipes

1 c. packed brown sugar
½ c. margarine
2 T. maple syrup
1 loaf French bread

5 eggs
1 ½ c. milk
1 tsp. vanilla

Answer to “Way Back When”:
The person in the picture is Rev. Timothy Thompson Sr., who currently serves as the assistant to the bishop of the Mississippi Area 
of The United Methodist Church. The photo was taken way back in 1970. Send your throwback images with details to Tamica@
mississippi-umc.org.

Have a recipe that is too good to keep to yourself? Share it with our Circuit Rider readers. Email your favorite recipes to 
news@mississippi-umc.org.

As a courtesy to the Mississippi Annual Conference, job announcements from across the United Methodist connection are featured in 
The Circuit Rider. To submit an employment notice, send an email to news@mississipppi-umc.org.  Postings are not guaranteed 
to appear more than once in Mississippi Conference publications. To read a description of job opening(s) listed below as well as 
other listings, go to www.mississippi-umc.org/employmentopportunities.

• Director of Youth Ministry - Covenant UMC, Cordova, TN

Employment 
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Stay Connected

www.facebook.com/pages/The-Mississippi-United-Methodist-Conference/436491529732524

https://twitter.com/Mississippi_UMC

www.youtube.com/channel/UCSRtxv_Kix8IbYuHKRMLIjg

www.flickr.com/photos/119483421@N02/

Stay Connected with ConnecTText
Mississippi United Methodists with the ability to receive text messaging via phone are encouraged to sign up for ConnecTText. 

The service is another option for people to stay informed about important dates and other conference happenings.

To sign up for ConnecTText:
1. Remember, you must have the ability to get text messages on your phone.
2. From your mobile phone, text the letters ‘MSUMC’ to the number 95577 and press send.
3. Wait a few seconds for a confirmation text and you’re connected!

Mississippi Conference’s Mobile App—MY MSUMC 
MY MSUMC — the Mississippi Conference of The United Methodist Church’s official mobile app — is available at no cost on all iPhone, 
Android, Galaxy and Blackberry phones and their corresponding pads and tablets.

MY MSUMC allows easy access to the latest conference events, local UM news and The Circuit Rider. The MY MSUMC app presents 
users with a unique opportunity to interact with the conference by submitting prayer requests, recording audio of personal testimonies 
and posting comments via facebook and twitter. Plus, the ‘Our Districts’ feature shows a comprehensive list of district contact informa-
tion and even directions from the user’s current location — all from a mobile smart phone or tablet device.

Feel free to leave a comment about the app on the Mississippi United Methodist Conference facebook and twitter pages.


