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Learn how The POWER of We fuels our beliefs.  

A collection of stories that model each of The Mississippi Conference Core Values (tabs shown at 
left); love, generosity, justice and apprenticeship can be found at the links listed below.

LOVE:  Visit www.mississippi-umc.org/love

GENEROSITY: Visit www.mississippi-umc.org/generosity

JUSTICE: Visit www.mississippi-umc.org/justice

APPRENTICESHIP: Visit www.mississippi-umc.org/apprenticeship

Your  Connec t ion  to The Miss iss ipp i  Annua l  Conference

The Circuit Rider
Published  Wednesday  |  April 1, 2015

Mission Accomplished!

Our Values

LOVE

GENEROSITY

JUSTICE

APPRENTICESHIP

T h e  P O W E R  o f  W e

The Mississippi Conference declares mission accomplished on 
the One Million Meals drive for the hunger relief agency, Stop 
Hunger Now. This report comes two months before the end of the 
campaign. To read the story, see page 3

Purpose:
 The Mississippi Annual 

Conference—empowered 
by love, generosity, justice 

and apprenticeship—forms 
spiritual leaders, faith 

communities and connections 
so more disciples of Jesus 

Christ transform the world.

Mission:
The mission of the Mississippi Annual Conference is to make 
disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world.

2015 Session of the 
Mississippi Annual 

Conference
June 4-6, 2015

Jackson, Mississippi 
For details, go to 

http://tinyurl.com/m8dchdyShare Your News in  
The Circuit Rider
For submission guidelines, visit 
www.mississippi-umc.org/
shareyournewsinthecircuit-
rider.

Stop Hunger Now -
Track the Goal!
Visit www.facebook.com/
msacshngoal to keep track of 
the Stop Hunger Now goal.
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John 20:1-18
New International Version (NIV)
The Empty Tomb
20 Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalenewent to the tomb and saw that the stone had been removed 
from the entrance. 2 So she came running to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one Jesus loved, and said, “They have taken the 
Lord out of the tomb, and we don’t know where they have put him!”

3 So Peter and the other disciple started for the tomb. 4 Both were running, but the other disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb 
first. 5 He bent over and looked in at the strips of linen lying there but did not go in. 6 Then Simon Peter came along behind him and 
went straight into the tomb. He saw the strips of linen lying there, 7 as well as the cloth that had been wrapped around Jesus’ head. The 
cloth was still lying in its place, separate from the linen. 8 Finally the other disciple, who had reached the tomb first, also went inside. He 
saw and believed. 9 (They still did not understand from Scripture that Jesus had to rise from the dead.) 10 Then the disciples went back 
to where they were staying.

Jesus Appears to Mary Magdalene
11 Now Mary stood outside the tomb crying. As she wept, she bent over to look into the tomb 12 and saw two angels in white, seated 
where Jesus’ body had been, one at the head and the other at the foot.

13 They asked her, “Woman, why are you crying?”

“They have taken my Lord away,” she said, “and I don’t know where they have put him.” 14 At this, she turned around and saw Jesus 
standing there, but she did not realize that it was Jesus.

15 He asked her, “Woman, why are you crying? Who is it you are looking for?”

Thinking he was the gardener, she said, “Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where you have put him, and I will get him.”

16 Jesus said to her, “Mary.”

She turned toward him and cried out in Aramaic, “Rabboni!” (which means “Teacher”).

17 Jesus said, “Do not hold on to me, for I have not yet ascended to the Father. Go instead to my brothers and tell them, ‘I am ascend-
ing to my Father and your Father, to my God and your God.’”

18 Mary Magdalene went to the disciples with the news: “I have seen the Lord!” And she told them that he had said these things to her.

word POWER

Bishop’s Journal
A Moment That Would Last
It was two days before Passover and the Festival of Unleavened Bread. The chief priests and legal experts 
through cunning tricks were searching for a way to arrest Jesus and kill him. But they agreed that it should not 
happen during the festival; otherwise, there would be uproar among the people. Jesus was at Bethany visiting 
the house of Simon who had a skin disease. During dinner, a woman came in with a vase made of alabaster 
and containing very expensive perfume of pure nard. She broke open the vase and poured the perfume on his 
head. Some grew angry. They said to each other,

“Why waste the perfume? This perfume could have been sold for almost a year’s pay and the money given 
to the poor.” And they scolded her. Jesus said, “Leave her alone. Why do you make trouble for her? She has 
done a good thing for me. You always have the poor with you; and whenever you want, you can do something 
good for them. But you won’t always have me. She has done what she could. She has anointed my body 
ahead of time for burial. I tell you the truth that, wherever in the whole world the good news is announced, what she’s done will also be 
told in memory of her.” (Mark 14_1:1-9 CEB)

In 1973, songwriters, Alan and Marilyn Bergman, penned the lyrics to one of Barbra Streisand’s most popular songs “The Way We 
Were.” It is a beauty song that flows with beautiful string instruments and movements that take you on a journey (if you are prone to let 
your thoughts get lost in lyrics and music that tell stories). Read the lyrics of the song and reflect on them in light of the Mark text where 
Jesus says of the woman that anoints his feet with expensive perfume,     

“She has done a good thing for me...But you won’t always have me. She has done what she could. She has anointed my body ahead 
of time for burial. I tell you the truth that, whenever in the whole world the good news is announced, what she’s done will also be told in 
memory of her.”

Now review the Bergmans’ words to “The Way We Were.”

“Memories, light the corners of my mind.
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MS Conference Hits One Million Meals Goal  
By Tamica Smith-Jeuitt, Senior Communications Specialist   

Photo right: Mississippi Conference youth packed about 25,000 
meals towards the goal during The Gathering.

Delphine Swanson’s heart is dancing these days after receiving word 
that Mississippi United Methodists have exceeded a goal to pack one 
million meals for the hunger relief agency, Stop Hunger Now.  Swan-
son, who is the wife of Bishop James Swanson Sr. of the Mississippi 
Area, is leading the charge that has resulted in 1,185,042 meals.  

“We did it. Praise God. Congratulations on a job well done. With a 
grateful heart, I commend our conference for taking on this challenge 
and succeeding this challenge,” she said. 

During the annual conference session in June 2014, Swanson an-
nounced her wishes to make the target number before the next annual 
session rolled around.   Many people attending the 2014 session got started right away.  They participated in the kick-off assembly of 
the first 102,000 meals packed.  After that, United Methodist groups were scheduling events just about every weekend across Missis-
sippi and sharing their pictures on social media.

“It was such an honor to see churches, lay people, clergy, children, and youth, smiling, laughing and working hard to be of service to 
others. Thanks to each and every one of you who worked untiringly to make this project a success,” said Swanson who often com-
mented on the posts.

With two months to the start of the 2015 session, Swanson is reminding everyone their help is needed to meet the challenge issued by 
her husband for an additional 500,000 meals.  

Connecting

Misty watercolor memories of the way we were
Scattered pictures of the smiles we left behind
Smiles we gave to one another for the way we were
Can be that it was all so simple then or has time rewritten every line?
If we had the chance to do it all again tell me would we? Could we?
Memories, may be beautiful and yet what’s too painful to remember we simply choose to forget
So it’s the laughter we will remember whenever we remember the way we were”

Memory is a gift from God. It is a psychological process in which involves three stages. 

First, the ability to receive, understand and process information. Some refer to this as encoding. Second, the ability to store or create a 
permanent record of the information that you have received, processed and understood. Third, the ability to recall or retrieve the stored 
information by uses a clue, or a marker that helps to initiate the recall procedure. 

This is a gift to humanity bestowed upon us by the Creator. It is a God given gift. Think with me for a minute about how lost we would 
be if we did not have this gift of memory. There would be no accumulative effect of learning, no ability to communicate intelligently. 
There would be no sense of family or any such thing as organized religion, or a faith in Jesus without memory. Jesus literally declares 
that this woman’s act of generosity insures that whenever “The Good News” is proclaimed, she will always be remembered. She will be 
remembered. It was an act of unselfish giving. She put the needs of another ahead of her own needs. And for this deed the story of this 
woman continues to be told.   

This story remains with us to ask all who hears it, “What will you do with your life that will cause others to recall that incident as a mile 
marker that points others to Jesus?” Will your life be one that inspires others to think of Jesus? Are you willing to give of yourself in such 
a way that others will see it as a sacrifice of praise?  Will your life be a sweet memory? Will you take advantage of opportunities that 
come your way to leave a marker that will remind the world that at one point in your life you surrendered your life to the Glory of God?

I pray for all of us that we would through the grace of God and that we would all experience in our life, a moment that would last. 

Blessings,
Bishop James E. Swanson Sr.

Bishop On the Move
Mark your calendars to attend events where Bishop James E. Swanson Sr. will be visiting in the upcoming days.

• April 5, 2015 - Bishop Swanson will be preaching during the 8:45 a.m. and 11 a.m. services at Columbus First UMC in Columbus, MS.

• April 12, 2015 - Bishop Swanson will be preaching during the 8:45 a.m. service at Oxford UMC in Oxford, MS.  
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“Our theme is The POWER We and together we can accomplish this Mississippi Conference,” she said.

Stop Hunger Now has a meal packaging program. They have perfected the assembly process that combines rice, soy, dehydrated 
vegetables and a flavoring mix -- plus vitamins and minerals into small meal packets. The food store easily, has a shelf-life of two years 
and transports quickly to those in need.

To organize a packaging event in your community or local church, contact Matt Casteel at mcasteel@stophungernow.org.  

Celebrating Mission Grants
Craft House Ministries, Caring for the Uninsured
By Tamica Smith-Jeuitt, Senior Communications Specialist

Photo right:  Craft House Ministries has existed since 2006 for people with-
out medical insurance.

Letters expressing gratitude for a United Methodist led mission that provides 
uninsured adults with medical care are being shared with the Mississippi 
Annual Conference.  Craft House Ministries, a free clinic in the Jackson area, 
has been a recipient of the conference’s Mission Grants for roughly five years.

In the latest witness report to the conference from Craft House, a woman who 
describes herself as a patient for two to three years wrote:

“You are a blessing to me and my family.  Having no health insurance and just 
a very little part-time job, I could not afford going to any clinic or private doctor. You’ve helped me feel better in so many ways.”  

Another patient  said, “I suffer from high blood pressure and I can’t afford the expensive medications. Craft House took care of this situ-
ation...Craft House save my life.” 

“God has truly blessed me when I found this place. I will continue to pray for the ministry and for all of the people that are touched by it,” 
stated a third patient of Craft House. 

Craft House Ministries began as an idea of a United Methodist doctor and nurse.  It is located on the property of Alta Woods UMC in 
Jackson.  Crossgates UMC, Aldersgate UMC, Galloway Memorial UMC and partnering church, New Dimensions, (all in or near Jack-
son) have a role in operating Craft House. 

The clinic is open just about every Saturday from 8 a.m. to noon for people with basic medical care needs.  It has three doctors, two 
nurses, and a nurse practitioner, plus volunteer clerical staff. During business hours, one doctor, a nurse, and a volunteer clerical 
worker are present.  On any given Saturday, the clinic can serve up to 16 patients. For more pictures of Craft House Ministries visit 
http://www.altawoodsumc.org/pictures.html.   

The Mississippi Conference Connectional Ministries Mission Grants are matching grants available to United Methodist churches and 
United Methodist sponsored or related agencies in Mississippi. Grants range from $500 to $2,500 per project, with one award of up 
to $10,000. They are awarded to form spiritual leaders, new places for new people, connections through existing congregations and 
engagement in ministry with the poor; therefore, living out the four Core Values of The POWER of We.

Follow The Circuit Rider for details on how to apply for the annual Mission Grants in the fall.

Mississippi UM Named Mission Fellow   
Hilary Glover, photo right, of Wheeler UMC in the New Albany District of the Mississippi Annual Conference has 
been named one of the newest Global Mission Fellows by Global Ministries of The United Methodist Church.  
Glover will be a part of the international class scheduled for training August 2015 in Mutare, Zimbabwe, Africa.  
She is looking forward to the experiences. 
“It is a privilege to serve with people of different cultures and backgrounds around the world. I feel as if God has 
been preparing me for this time in my life for a long time, and I am pleased to be part of such a wonderful program 
and to represent my state as well as my God,” said Glover.

Global Mission Fellows is a two year mission opportunity for young adults ages 20 to 30.  For more information, 
visit http://tinyurl.com/nnmwse8. 

Clergy Spouses Unite 
By Cynthia Laird, Lay Servant, Senatobia District

There is a connection so vital that no clergy spouse should be without it -- the support of other clergy spouses who unite through faith 
in God, love of family and dedication to church. No one else but another clergy spouse can understand the challenges you face as you 
support your spouse and family in so many ways. You serve with your talents in church work even when you fall short of expectations 
or needs and strive to maintain the spiritual disciplines that strengthen and nourish you as an individual. Clergy spouses know what it is 
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like to help the family adjust and build friendships in new locations. They know what it is 
like to offer comfort when their pastor spouse is stressed, but cannot discuss the reasons. 
They know what it is like to just need a friend -- someone who understands what they 
face. 

I have recently begun to understand the importance of this connection. Two dedicated 
ladies, one a pastor’s widow and the other the wife of a retired pastor, have offered me 
loving kindness and support at a time when I have greatly needed “mothering.” They 
served just like their husbands served and they know a thing or two about this life! I have 
received from them phone calls, a wonderful dinner and items for the mission yard sale 
at Minor Memorial UMC set for April 11. I have one of them on speed dial and the other 
spouse is a friend on Facebook.

There are other pastor’s wives who have been an inspiration. They are leaders and 
encouragers. They are friends on call 24/7 that will help, guide, support and gently say if something could be handled better. Basically, 
they are extended family members.

We need the prayers and support of each other, and it is time to come together. The Clergy Spouses’ Brunch will take place on June 4 
at the Jackson Convention Complex in Jackson, Mississippi during the 2015 Session of the Mississippi Annual Conference. The dead-
line for brunch registration is May 1, 2015. Please register. Clergy spouses, unite!  

For more details, go to http://tinyurl.com/lc7c5p4.

Day of Hope
Bringing Hope to Hurting Children in Mississippi  
By Robyn Burchfield, Methodist Children’s Homes

The Methodist Children’s Homes is encouraging churches to attend the Day of Hope, a com-
munity day on campus on Saturday, April 25 from 10 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. MCH is celebrating 
the hope that has been restored in their children through the faithful members of the Methodist 
churches across Mississippi.  

Emily, 16, one of the residents said, “I feel different, but I cannot explain why. I like going to 
bed at night knowing that no one will come in and do things to me. I like being part of a family.”

When Emily first came to MCH, she immediately stole the hearts of each staff member. The 
pain in her green eyes gave MCH workers some understanding to all that she had endured in her short life, but the sweet smile she 
wore on her face gave us hope. 

Sadly, Emily was a victim of physical abuse and neglect. After being beaten by her mother, she was locked in a closet to “heal from 
her wounds.” Emily’s friend noticed her absent for a couple of days, which led to authorities searching Emily’s house and finding her. 
Emily was hurt, hungry, and scared. By God’s grace, she is now at MCH. She is safe and thriving in an environment where she is loved 
unconditionally.

Children come to MCH hurt, broken, and hopeless, but by the time they leave, they are on the road to healing, and most importantly, 
they have hope for a bright future. It is because of partners like Mississippi United Methodists, that all of this is possible. They are bring-
ing hope to MCH, and we hope that the church will come and see first-hand how God is using them in the lives of the MCH children.  

Congregations are urged to gather a large group and join in the celebration the Day of Hope! Churches, church organizations, Sunday 
school classes, and members of the community are invited to come and tour the MCH homes and campus, meet the children, enjoy a 
fish fry and learn more about bringing hope to hurting children in Mississippi.  

For more information about this event, to RSVP, or if you have a special request contact Robyn Burchfield at RBurchfield@mchms.
org or 601-853-5000 ext. 1255. If you would like to sponsor the Day of Hope, contact Kate Williams at KWilliams@mchms.org or 601-
853-5000 ext. 1222. Also, visit www.mchms.org to view the agenda for the Day of Hope!

Reaction Continues on Indiana Religious Freedom Law
United Methodist News Services (UMNS) 

Photo right: God does not discriminate Caption: A church sign at Broad Ripple United Methodist 
Church in Indianapolis, Indiana, points to concerns over the state’s new religious freedom law. Photo 
courtesy of Broad Ripple United Methodist Church.

As Indiana Gov. Mike Pence held a press conference to announce plans for new legislation clarifying 
the state’s Religious Freedom Restoration Act, some United Methodists reflected on the law and in-
tense national reaction it has generated. Many claim the law allows businesses to deny services to gays 
and lesbians. Linda Bloom has the story. To read more, go to http://tinyurl.com/pqaroqc. 
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NEWSCOPE to Cease Publication
United Methodist News Service (UMNS)

The United Methodist Publishing House, publisher of Newscope, announced today that Newscope will cease publication as of the April 
1, 2015, issue, after 43 years of serving United Methodist leaders with news and information of interest from around the globe.

Originally an experiment, this weekly news digest included accounts of UMs in action, annual conference reports, highlights of work re-
lated to the Four Areas of Focus, forthcoming events, and other items of interest, often involving persons who were or are widely known 
within the connection. 

“For everything there is a season, and for more than 40 of them Newscope proved to be a trusted and accessible source of denomina-
tion-wide news and information. It arrived weekly, first by mail, later via e-mail. It was widely read and was for a time the official vehicle 
for first notice of Judicial Council decisions. But church leaders, like many readers, increasingly turned to an array of up-to-the-minute 
Internet sources for news, and Newscope’s circulation declined,” said Neil M. Alexander, president and publisher of The United Method-
ist Publishing House and publisher of Newscope. “We celebrate what Newscope accomplished and are grateful to the readers and the 
staff who made it such an integral part of UM life for more than forty years.” 

Africa University’s New Leader:  
‘Right kind of role model’ 
Vicki Brown, United Methodist News Service (UMNS)

Photo right: Munashe Furusa, right, receives the medallion of the Africa University 
vice chancellor from Bishop David Yemba, chancellor of Africa University, and the 
Rev. Kim Cape, top executive of the United Methodist Board of Higher Education and 
Ministry. Photo by Vicki Brown, UMNS    

Africa University’s new vice chancellor has “a rags-to-riches story” as a first-gener-
ation college graduate, said the keynote speaker at the inauguration of Munashe 
Furusa, the United Methodist-related university’s new leader.  

“It is a rags-to-riches story when no one in your family has done it and you reach the top of the university,” said Tawana Kupe, deputy 
vice chancellor at Witwatersrand University in Johannesburg, South Africa. Kupe was a mentor when Furusa was a student at the Uni-
versity of Zimbabwe.

“He’s therefore the right kind of role model for students at Africa University,” Kupe said, adding that Furusa demonstrates what perse-
verance and dedication can accomplish.

Bishops and other dignitaries from The United Methodist Church attended the ceremony March 21, along with Zimbabwean government 
officials, chiefs, ambassadors and local business leaders, as well as students and faculty.  

To read the full story, go to http://tinyurl.com/kzmqg4c. 

Lyle Schaller, Influential Church Observer, Dies at 91  
The Rev. Lyle E. Schaller, photo right, a United Methodist widely considered among the most influential observers of U.S. church cul-
ture in the 20th century, died March 18 at 91. He published 55 books between 1964 and 2005, all with the United Methodist Publishing 
House’s Abingdon Press. To read Abingdon Press’ news release, go to http://tinyurl.com/mlq3wth.

Faith Communities

New Albany District Clusters Packs 64K Meals        
Photo right: United Methodist volunteers in Tishomingo County seen packing meals for 
Stop Hunger Now.

It was a day long effort in support of the hunger relief agency Stop Hunger Now across 
the New Albany District on Saturday, March 29, 2015. Members of several United 
Methodist churches within the district gathered to assemble meals at two locations. In 
addition to their desire to feed those less fortunate, the congregations joined so that 
they could contribute to the Mississippi Conference One Million Meals mission for Stop 
Hunger Now. Within a 2 ½ hours, a total of 31, 518 meals were packed by the group at 
Booneville First UMC.   In the same amount of time, those serving in Tishomingo County 
bagged an additional 33,006 meals, for a grand total of 64,524 meals. Lou Ann Staggs, 
the New Albany District secretary said, “This is unbelievable. Yes, it is the Easter season, 
Hallelujah!”  

To date, the Mississippi Conference has packaged 1,185, 042 meals for Stop Hunger Now. 
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Administry

Record Number of Conferences at 100% Giving 
United Methodist News Service (UMNS)

Photo right: In 2014, giving to United Methodist ministries was up almost across the 
board. Photo illustration by Mike DuBose, UMNS

If The United Methodist Church had a “paid in full” rubber stamp, it would likely need 
more ink. That’s because a record number of U.S. conferences -- looking at recent his-
tory at least -- have paid 100 percent of their apportionments, part of an overall bright 
picture in denominational giving. Heather Hahn reports. 

To read the story, go to http://tinyurl.com/n7f424v.
 

Funds Mishandled
From Discipleship Ministries   

Grants from the General Board of Discipleship (GBOD) that were destined for various ministry projects among the United Methodist 
Church’s Korean, Asian American and Pacific Islander Ministries were mishandled by a former staffer during 2006-2010 and some of 
the funds were used for purposes other than stated in the grant applications.

The misused funds were discovered during a routine audit and a subsequent forensic audit. Findings of the audits were turned over to 
the Davidson County District Attorney General’s office in Nashville, Tennessee, for disposition who recommended restitution as an ap-
propriate resolution.

In an agreement reached with the board of directors, Sungnam Choi, who served at that time as director of Korean, Asian American 
and Pacific Islander Ministries at GBOD, now known as Discipleship Ministries, has acknowledged that during his employment certain 
funds, which were meant to support various ministry projects, were mishandled by him and diverted from the ministries for which they 
were designated. Fund applications were altered to conceal his actions.

Choi has agreed to make restitution for the lost funds in the amount of $37,000. 

“People who give to the Church need to be confident that their donations are used for the purposes given and managed with utmost 
care.  Mr. Choi has acknowledged his wrongdoing and agreed to restore the $37,000 in question,” said Bishop Elaine Stanovsky of 
the Mountain Sky Episcopal area, who serves as president of the Discipleship Ministries Board of Directors. “The restitution of the lost 
funds settles this matter, and Discipleship Ministries is not pursuing further legal action.” 

The mission of Discipleship Ministries is to support annual conference and local church leaders for their task of equipping world-chang-
ing disciples. An agency of The United Methodist Church, Discipleship Ministries is located at 1908 Grand Ave. in Nashville, Tenn. For 
more information, visit www.UMCdiscipleship.org, the Press Center at www.UMCdiscipleship.org/about/press-center or call the 
Communications Office at 877-899-2780, Ext. 1726. 

Students

D.C. Seminars for Youth Group, Young Adult Leaders
United Methodist News Service (UMNS)

Youth group and young adult leaders are invited to attend a three-day “In Focus” familiarization event about United Methodist Seminars 
on National and International Affairs. The program will introduce the seminars, which are custom-designed to meet attendee requests, 
and will explain how to organize and lead a group for these tailored study experiences in the U.S. capital. To read more, go to http://
tinyurl.com/nnga6lj.
 

The Importance of the Egg: Children and Easter  
United Methodist News Service (UMNS)

Experts from the age of 5 to 10, as well as the Rev. MaryJane Pierce Norton, explore the traditions of Easter in this 
UMTV video. Watch and listen to the discussion about hunting eggs, coloring eggs, and seeing the egg as a symbol 
of new life. (Don’t miss the outtakes.) Visit http://tinyurl.com/pxdpkv4 to read more or to go straight to the video, 
go to http://tinyurl.com/qa6vpmu.
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“Way Back When” 

Save the Date  |  Announcements

Senatobia District Day Apart
April 11, 2015    
The Senatobia District Day Apart is April 11, 2015 at Byhalia UMC in Byhalia, Mississippi. Registration with coffee begins at 9:30 
a.m. The service starts at 10 a.m. The special speaker will be Mickey Sealy of Como UMC. She will talk about the spiritual gifts of the 
women of the Bible. The offering will go to the UMW Anniversary Fund. For more details, go to 
http://tinyurl.com/lncqbn2. 
 
Clergy Under 40 ‘U 40’ SLI Group 
April 15, 2015
This event will take place on April 15, 2015, 10 a.m. - 3 p.m. at the Mississippi United Method-
ist Foundation office on 581 Highland Colony Parkway, Ridgeland MS, 39157. Lunch will be 
provided so please RSVP to spiritualleadership@mississippi-umc.org by April 10, 2015. 
Go to http://tinyurl.com/lc9uoac to read the message from Larry Hilliard, the Mississippi Con-
ference director of spiritual leadership.

Saving Sabbath Workshop Retreat
April 18, 2015
Saving Sabbath is an interactive one-day workshop for children and family ministry leaders dedicated to explore various areas of relax-
ation, reflection and spiritual arts. Practicing Sabbath can be challenging. This event is free to all children and family ministry leaders. It 
will take place at Alta Woods UMC in Jackson, MS. Morning refreshments and lunches are provided. For more information, visit http://
tinyurl.com/q4bqte8.

Native American Ministries Sunday April 19     
The Native American Ministries Sunday offering develops and strengthen Native American 
ministries within the annual conference, expands the number of target cities in the Native Urban 
Initiative and educates Native American seminarians.

Visit http://tinyurl.com/msdtpej for a collection of resources that you can download to promote 
this Special Sunday in your church. This kit has everything you need to empower your congrega-
tion to give generously. 

2015 Transition Workshops Planned
April 23, 28 and 30
“Ending Well, Starting Strong” is a gathering for moving clergy in The Mississippi Conference. 
Retiring pastors are invited. Emphasis will be on ways to leave an appointment well, and also 
on starting off on the right foot in one’s new assignment.

There are three workshop options, in different regions of the state, for clergy attend.

• Thursday, April 23 - Mississippi United Methodist Foundation Building, Ridgeland
• Tuesday, April 28 - St. Andrews UMC, Oxford

?
Can you name this  

Mississippi United Methodist 
clergy person?  His picture was 
taken way back when he was 

attending a fraternity function 
at Ole Miss in 1979.

The answer can be found below,  
after the Methodist Tested Recipe!
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• Thursday, April 30 - Heritage UMC, Hattiesburg

All three sessions will be identical in content and the workshops will begin at 9 a.m. and be over by 3 p.m.

There is no cost for the workshop, lunch will be provided, and you will receive 0.5 CEU.

Once clergy have decided on their preferred date, they must contact their district superintendent by April 15, 2015 to note the 
workshop you will attend.
 
2015 Wesley Choral Festival Gala Concert to Benefit Imagine No Malaria
May 23, 2015
Tickets go on are on sale for the 2015 Wesley Choral Festival Gala Concert, an event featuring choirs and individual choral singers 
from across the nation. The concert will be held at 8 p.m. Saturday, May 23, 2015 at the John F. Kennedy Center for Performing Arts 
in Washington, D.C., with 100 percent of ticket sales benefitting Imagine No Malaria, an initiative of the people of The United Methodist 
Church to reduce preventable deaths from malaria.

Visit http://tinyurl.com/qyvnjjv for ticket and more information.  
 
Seashore District Lay Servant Ministries Weekend
May 1-2, 2015
The 2015 Lay Servant Ministries Weekend is May 1-2, 2015 at Seashore United Methodist Assembly in Biloxi, Mississippi. Course of-
ferings are as follows:

• Basic Lay Servant Ministries (facilitator: Mrs. Vera Thomas)
• Sharing Our United Methodist Beliefs (facilitator: Rev. Oscar McGough)
• Lead in Stewardship (facilitator: Mrs. Teresa Manning)
• Planning Worship (facilitator: Rev. Elijah Mitchell)

Cost for the weekend is $50. The deadline to register is April 24, 2015. For overnight accommodations, call Seashore Assembly at 
228-436-6767.  For more info, contact the Seashore District office at 228-539-4100.
 
UMVIM Team Leader Training in Oxford
May, 9 2015
Team Leader Training is strongly encouraged for United Methodist Volunteers In Mission (UMVIM) team leaders (lay or clergy), but all 
interested persons are welcome to attend whether leading a team or not.   

Training is Saturday, May 9, 10 a.m. - 4 p.m. at Oxford University UMC, 424 South 10th Street, in Oxford, Mississippi. Training will be 
led by Rev. Amanda Gordon. To register, call 662-781-1333 or email amandaMMUMC@gmail.com. Cost is $20 for the UMVIM manual 
(pay at door) and pre-registration is required.
 
Africa University Choir to Perform at Annual Conference Session
June 4, 2015
The Mississippi Annual Conference welcomes the Africa University Choir. The choir 
will perform during the session of annual conference on Thursday, June 4, 2015 at 
the Jackson Convention Complex in Jackson, Mississippi. The 2015 Mission Offering 
received at the annual conference session, will be a gift to Africa University. For more 
details, go to http://tinyurl.com/q7ub2wa.  
 
Clergy Spouses’ Brunch at Annual Conference
June 4, 2015
The annual Clergy Spouses’ Brunch during the Session of the Mississippi Annual Conference will be held June 4, 2015 at the Jackson 
Convention Center. The time will be announced later. Cost is $25 for clergy spouses and $12.50 for retired/ widowed spouses. Register 
by May 1 to attend. If you need a registration form, or to sign up, contact Katherine Ray at 662-397-5227, or  katherineray@yahoo.
com.
 
Wesley Heritage Tour with Bishop Swanson 
July 21-29, 2015    
Bishop James Swanson Sr. and Mrs. Delphine Swanson are extending an invitation to clergy and laity to join them this summer on a 
visit to sites related to the history of The United Methodist Church. Departure is from Jackson, Mississippi; New Orleans, Louisiana or 
Memphis, Tennessee to the destination Manchester, England.
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The itinerary includes London, Birmingham, Coventry, Stratford, Oxford, 
Bristol, Bath, Gloucester and the Cotswolds. Historic sites of the Wesley fam-
ily, especially John and Charles, along with other areas of significance will be 
visited.

The departure date is July 21, 2015. Post tours to Ireland are available as is 
an extension in London. The initial tour returns to the United States on July 29, 
2015.   

Pick up a brochure at your district office, or go online to  www.EO.travel/
find_trip and enter the information below for more details.

Tour: HE15
Date: 07/21/15
Code: S
ID#: 0721155

For questions, contact Joy Carr at carrhaus@comcast.net. Remember that you get credit for each person traveling with you at full 
price -- seven gets you a free trip!

Announcements:
 
2015 AC Mission Offering
Mississippi - Africa University Partnership
The Mississippi Conference has pledged to provide Africa University with 10 endowed 
scholarships in the amount of $130,000 each. Every local church in the Mississippi 
Conference is challenged to participate.  Bishop James E. Swanson Sr. has extended 
an invitation to Mississippi United Methodists asking them to support the 2015 Mission 
Offering that is designated to Africa University. This offering will be received during the 
2015 Session of the Mississippi Annual Conference in June.

For more information, go to www.mississippi-umc.org/missionofferingafricauni-
versity.

Have Special Needs for the 2015 Annual Conference Session?
The Mississippi Conference is sensitive to the needs of those attending the 2015 Session of the Mississippi Annual Conference June 
4-6, 2015. Visit http://tinyurl.com/m9nkpyz for more information if you are a person with Mississippi Disabled Parking tags or place 
cards, have a need for a listening device, or want information about sign language.  
 
Advertise in Special Print Edition of The Circuit Rider
Do you offer a service that churches may need?  Perhaps catering, cleaning, floral design, space jumps, etc. Consider advertising in the 
special printed edition of The Circuit Rider! For more information and advertising rates, go to http://tinyurl.com/mzqc58r.
Work Groups Needed at Camp Lake Stephens
Works groups are needed at Camp Lake Stephens in Oxford, Mississippi, to help finish some projects before summer camp season 
starts. Most of the unfinished work is construction related. Those projects include a new recreation and store area, a barn, and a parking 
lot. For more information, or to schedule a work group, contact Darrell Whitaker, executive director, at 662-234-3350, or by email dar-
rell@camplakestephens.com.
 
Volunteers Needed for General Conference   
Volunteers are needed for a variety of roles during the 2016 General Conference, The United Methodist Church’s top legislative assem-
bly, which will meet in Portland, Oregon from May 10-20, 2016.

At this time, volunteers are needed for the following positions: 28 recorders, 10 channel “B” identifiers and 20 verbatim transcribers/copy 
editors. 

All volunteers are responsible for their own travel and expenses. Those interested can apply now through July 1, 2015 at http://tinyurl.
com/osnykou.

The General Conference is the top policy-making body of The United Methodist Church, and meets once every four years to consider 
revisions to church laws, as well as adopt resolutions on current moral, social, public policy and economic issues. It also approves plans 
and budgets for churchwide programs for the next four years. The next General Conference takes place May 10-20, 2016 in Portland, 
Oregon. Follow General Conference on Facebook: http://tinyurl.com/o7hwf7g.
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UMC Events Across the Connection 

Go to http://tinyurl.com/q7mxd2g to view educational opportunities and other upcoming events in the life of The United Methodist 
Church.

Cares & Concerns
Prayers are requested for retired clergy, Rev. C. E. Swain, of the East Jackson District.  He has been admitted to hospice care in his 
home. Keep Rev. Swain and his family in your prayers.

The Rev. Homer Estess (retired), passed away March 13, 2015. Graveside services for him was held March 19, Tylertown, Mississippi. 
Please keep his family in your prayers.

Pray for the family of Rev. Jerry Williamson (retired), who died March 19. Funeral services were on March 21 at Wilcox Funeral Home 
located in Carthage, Mississippi. 

Mushroom Crab Melts  

In a skillet, cook bacon over medium heat until crisp; remove to paper towels. Drain, reserving 2 tablespoons of drippings. Sauté mush-
rooms and onion in drippings until tender. In a large bowl, combine the crab, Swiss cheese, mayonnaise, mushroom mixture, Parmesan 
cheese and bacon. Spread butter over muffin halves. Top with crab mixture; sprinkle with cayenne and paprika. Place on an ungreased 
baking sheet. Bake at 400 for 10-15 minutes or until lightly browned. Yield: 6 servings. Cut into quarters to serve as hors d’oeuvres. 

— By Carolyn P. Hoover in Recipes and Remembrances published by Jackson Street UMC in Brookhaven

Methodist Tested Recipes

Have a recipe that is too good to keep to yourself? Share it with our Circuit Rider readers. Email your favorite recipes to 
news@mississippi-umc.org.

3 bacon strips, diced
1 c. sliced fresh mushrooms
1/4 c. chopped onion
1 (6-oz.) can crabmeat, drained, flaked 
& cartilage removed or 1 c. chopped 
imitation crabmeat
1 c. (4 oz.) shredded Swiss cheese

1/2 c. mayonnaise
1/3 c. grated Parmesan cheese
2 T. butter or margarine, softened
6 English muffins, split
Dash each cayenne pepper & paprika

Answer to “Way Back When”
The person in the photo is the Rev. Billy N. Owen. He will move from district superintendent of the Meridian District to district super-
intendent for the New Albany District July 1, 2015. Send your throwback images with details to Tamica@mississippi-umc.org.

As a courtesy to the Mississippi Annual Conference, job announcements from across the United Methodist connection are featured in 
The Circuit Rider. To submit an employment notice, send an email to news@mississipppi-umc.org.  Postings are not guaranteed 
to appear more than once in Mississippi Conference publications. To read a description of job opening(s) listed below as well as 
other listings, go to www.mississippi-umc.org/employmentopportunities.

• Campus Ministry Consultant at Mississippi Annual Conference, MS
• Director of Student Ministries at Dauphin Way UMC - Mobile, AL
• Director of Communications, General Commission on the Status and Role of Women - Chicago, IL

Employment 
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Stay Connected

www.facebook.com/pages/The-Mississippi-United-Methodist-Conference/436491529732524

https://twitter.com/Mississippi_UMC

www.youtube.com/channel/UCSRtxv_Kix8IbYuHKRMLIjg

www.flickr.com/photos/119483421@N02/

Stay Connected with ConnecTText
Mississippi United Methodists with the ability to receive text messaging via phone are encouraged to sign up for ConnecTText. 

The service is another option for people to stay informed about important dates and other conference happenings.

To sign up for ConnecTText:
1. Remember, you must have the ability to get text messages on your phone.
2. From your mobile phone, text the letters ‘MSUMC’ to the number 95577 and press send.
3. Wait a few seconds for a confirmation text and you’re connected!

Mississippi Conference’s Mobile App—MY MSUMC 
MY MSUMC — the Mississippi Conference of The United Methodist Church’s official mobile app — is available at no cost on all iPhone, 
Android, Galaxy and Blackberry phones and their corresponding pads and tablets.

MY MSUMC allows easy access to the latest conference events, local UM news and The Circuit Rider. The MY MSUMC app presents 
users with a unique opportunity to interact with the conference by submitting prayer requests, recording audio of personal testimonies 
and posting comments via facebook and twitter. Plus, the ‘Our Districts’ feature shows a comprehensive list of district contact informa-
tion and even directions from the user’s current location — all from a mobile smart phone or tablet device.

Feel free to leave a comment about the app on the Mississippi United Methodist Conference facebook and twitter pages.


