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The Circuit Rider Published September 18, 2013

Weekly Update for the Mississippi Conference of The United Methodist Church

Greetings! 
Welcome to your connection for up-to-the minute news and information from the Mississippi 
Conference. Featured in this newsletter are the latest announcements, dates to remember, celebration 
stories from across the conference and current employment opportunities. Our hope is for The Circuit 
Rider to become a tool for building the connection across the conference, strengthening our districts 
and local congregations as we go forth to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the 
world. Please e-mail your news and information for us to share with others around the conference to 
news@mississippi-umc.org.

Attention: 
POWER of We: Core Four Resources Available on Web Site
Go to http://www.mississippi-umc.org/pages/detail/1378?utm_source=Circuit+Rider+Newsletter+7-31-13&utm_campaign=7-31-
13+Circuit+Rider&utm_medium=email  to view or download.

2011 Conference Journal, Vol. 2 and 2012 Conference Journal, Vol. 1 Available on Web Site
Go to http://www.mississippi-umc.org/pages/detail/990  to view or download.

Luke 16:19-31
New International Version (NIV)

The Rich Man and Lazarus
19 “There was a rich man who was dressed in purple 
and fine linen and lived in luxury every day. 20 At 
his gate was laid a beggar named Lazarus, covered 
with sores 21 and longing to eat what fell from the 
rich man’s table. Even the dogs came and licked his sores.

22 “The time came when the beggar died and the angels carried him to Abraham’s side. The rich man also died and was 
buried. 23 In Hades, where he was in torment, he looked up and saw Abraham far away, with Lazarus by his side. 24 So he 
called to him, ‘Father Abraham, have pity on me and send Lazarus to dip the tip of his finger in water and cool my tongue, 
because I am in agony in this fire.’

25 “But Abraham replied, ‘Son, remember that in your lifetime you received your good things, while Lazarus received bad 
things, but now he is comforted here and you are in agony. 26 And besides all this, between us and you a great chasm has 
been set in place, so that those who want to go from here to you cannot, nor can anyone cross over from there to us.’

27 “He answered, ‘Then I beg you, father, send Lazarus to my family, 28 for I have five brothers. Let him warn them, so that 
they will not also come to this place of torment.’
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29 “Abraham replied, ‘They have Moses and the Prophets; let them listen to them.’ 

30 “’No, father Abraham,’ he said, ‘but if someone from the dead goes to them, they will repent.’

31 “He said to him, ‘If they do not listen to Moses and the Prophets, they will not be convinced even if someone rises from 
the dead.’”

And the Next Stop Is...  
Mark your calendars to attend events where Bishop James 
E. Swanson, Sr. will be visiting in the upcoming days.

• September 29 (Saturday)
Bishop Swanson will be preaching at the following loca-
tions at the below listed times:
- 11:00 a.m. - St. Matthew’s United Methodist Church in 
Madison, Mississippi 
- 2:00 p.m. - Seven Springs United Methodist Church in Raymond, Mississippi 
- 5:00 p.m. - South Jackson Cluster at Alta Woods United Methodist Church in Jackson, Mississippi

• October 3 (Thursday)
Bishop Swanson will speak at 2:30 p.m. during the Lambuth Day celebration at Pearl River United Methodist Church in Madison, Mis-
sissippi.

• October 4 (Friday)
The United Methodist Women Annual Retreat Praise and Worship Service will be held at 7:15 p.m. at Parkway Heights United Method-
ist Church in Hattiesburg, Mississippi and Bishop Swanson will deliver the message.

• October 6 (Sunday)
Bishop Swanson will be preaching at the following locations at the below listed times:
- 11:00 a.m. - Refuge United Methodist Church in Lucedale, Mississippi
- 4:00 p.m. - Northeast Cluster at Salem Campground in Lucedale, Mississippi.

• October 13 (Sunday)
Picayune United Methodist Church in Picayune, Mississippi is having a Centennial Celebration at 10:30 a.m. and Bishop Swanson will 
be the guest speaker.

Bishop Swanson: Men Need New 
Christian Identity           
From United Methodist News Service (UMNS) 

“Men are in search of a new Christian 
identity.” That’s what Mississippi Area 
Bishop James E. Swanson, Sr. told the 
Commission on United Methodist Men, 
at the conclusion of their September 6-7 meeting in Nashville. Swanson said that men are seeking to find genuine 
and passionate ways to express God’s call upon their lives. Rich Peck of United Methodist Men reports on the gather-
ing.

To read more, go to: http://umcconnections.org/2013/09/12/men-need-new-christian-identity-bishop-swanson/.

Bishop James E. 
Swanson, Sr.
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Large Turnout for Lay Leadership Conference 
Mississippi Conference Communications
Amazing things did happen as predicted by organizers of the Leading with 
REAL POWER Lay Leadership Conference that was held on Saturday, Sep-
tember, 14 at Christ UMC in Jackson.  More than 300 lay people attended 
the day of learning which involved discussion on what happens when you 
lead with the Holy Spirit in relevant, enthusiastic, authentic and loving 
ways. Some of the participants were present for the presentation on the 

new requirements under the Affordable Care 
Act (ACA) that may directly affect the local 
church and its employees.

The conference keynote speaker, Christie 
Latona, a church leadership and development expert, helped the audience with discovering things about 
themselves and the Holy Spirit that will make their ministry in the world more power-filled.    

The day’s agenda called for rotating breakout sessions that included teachings from the Mississippi Con-
ference lay leader, Timothy Crisler.  
He talked about sharing power 
with the next generation of United 
Methodists. Christ UMC’s Frank 

Haynes led discussions around ap-
prenticing, disciplining and leader-

ship, while Martha Scarborough, the executive director of the 
Mississippi United Methodist Foundation spoke on stewardship.  
Towards the end of the gathering Bishop James E. Swanson, Sr. 
commended the laity for  coming out and offered them encour-
aging words in their journey of service.  

One highlight of this event was the unexpected presentation of 
awards given by the Mississippi Conference lay leader. Flame 
awards went to the Starkville District for having the most participants with approximately 40 people attending and the Meridian District 
for having their entire district board of laity present.
 

Bishop Reflects on Navy Yard Shootings          
United Methodist News Service (UMNS)
Reflecting on the September 16 shootings at the Navy Yard in Washington, D.C., 
Bishop Marcus Matthews, photo right, of the Baltimore-Washington Annual 
(regional) Conference, called for United Methodists to pray but also to take a stand 
against gun violence.

To read the full statement, visit:  
http://www.bwcumc.org/news/bishop_calls_prayer_and_action.

Generosity Summit Success, Register Now for Next Session        
From Mississippi United Methodist Foundation
The first Generosity Summit featuring the teaching of Bishop James E. Swanson, Sr. was a great suc-
cess. One hundred participants filled the meeting space at Clinton First United Methodist Church, on 
September 10. The day featured worship, fellowship and teaching.  

“The purpose of the event is to better understand the conference Core Value of Generosity. The 
bishop offers biblical images of generosity along with practical tips for clergy and churches in creating 
a more generous people. This is a time of encouragement and challenge. Participants will leave with 

The Lay Leadership Conference drew 300 people to 
Christ UMC. 

The Starkville District re-
ceived an award.

The Meridian District re-
ceived an award.  

Christie Latona

Bruce Case of Parkway Hills 
UMC takes notes during the 
first Generosity Summit.
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a clearer sense of biblical generosity,” said Rev. Mike Hicks, associate director of the 
Mississippi United Methodist Foundation.

The Rev. Fred Britton stated that “we need to do this once a year, while some of the 
lay people present shared that more lay people need to be a part of this experience.

The first generosity summit included fellowship for 100 partakers.

There is still time for people to be a part of a Generosity Summit. The second sum-
mit is Friday, October 4, at Heritage UMC in Hattiesburg, Mississippi. The third 
Summit is Tuesday, October 22, at Oxford University UMC. Both days begin at 
10:00 a.m. and end at 3:30 p.m. The cost is $10 inclusive of snacks and lunch.  

Registration is simple. Go to www.mississippi-umc.org and follow the links to Gen-
erosity Summits. Register today, so that you will not be left out of this wonderful time of learning. For more information contact Rev. 
Hicks at 601-948-8845.

Duggar Leads the MS Methodist Children’s Homes    
Released by Vernon King, Mississippi Children’s Homes
The Methodist Children’s Homes of Mississippi announces that Mike Duggar has been appointed to serve 
as its next president and CEO.  Formerly the regional director at the Methodist Home for Children based in 
Macon, Georgia, Duggar assumed leadership at the Methodist Children’s Homes on September 3.     

Duggar served with the Methodist Home for Children in St. Mary’s, Georgia, for 12 years as a regional direc-
tor, where he led the establishment of a group home, foster care program and an outpatient mental health 
clinic.  In 2008, he was promoted to regional director for the agency’s second largest campus in Columbus.  
Duggar holds a Bachelor of Science degree from the University of Tennessee at Chattanooga and master’s 
degree in community psychology from Penn State University.

He began his career at Bethel Bible Village as a house parent.  After several years serving in that role in Chat-
tanooga, Duggar accepted a similar position at the Milton Hershey School.  While at Milton Hershey he 
completed his master’s degree and later became a child care director at the Board of Child Care in Baltimore, 
Maryland.  At the Board of Child Care, Duggar was given and excelled in several roles that required greater 
responsibility including child care director, training director and program director.

“We welcome Mike’s leadership and experience. His knowledge of working with children in therapeutic settings and leading large staffs 
will help ensure that we provide the best care available for our children. We have no doubt that under Mike’s leadership the Method-
ist Children’s Homes will flourish. He has already exceeded our expectations,” said Charles Langford, chair of the Methodist Children’s 
Homes board of directors.

Duggar will be joined by his wife Chelsey, and they will reside on the Methodist Children’s Homes campus in Clinton.

Since 1896, the Methodist Children’s Homes has sought to serve God’s children and families by providing safe homes, influencing 
futures, and healing hearts and minds with Christian care.  The goal of the Methodist Children’s Homes is to save at-risk children by 
providing a healing experience in a healing environment, where each hurting child regains trust in self and others along with trust in 
God who knows each one and loves each one without reservation.

If you would like more information about this topic, or to schedule an interview with Mike Duggar, please call Vernon King at 601-853-
5000, ext. 222 or email Vernon at vking@mchms.org.

The POWER of We funded in part by your apportioned  mission shares.

Bishop Swanson Speaks at Governor’s Teen Pregnancy Conference   
Mississippi Conference Communications 
Bishop James E. Swanson, Sr. spoke to an audience of young people and those in support of  ‘Healthy Teens for a Better Mississippi’ on 
Saturday, September 14, 2013 at the first Faith-based & Community (YOUTH, Parent and Guardian) Conference.  The event was held 
at St. Mark’s United Methodist Church in Brandon hosted by Mississippi Governor Phil Bryant. Swanson discussed the importance of 

The first generosity summit included fellow-
ship for 100 partakers.

Mike Duggar 



being aware of negative influences outside of the home and their effects on Missis-
sippi teens.

In 2012, Bryant assembled the Mississippi Teen Pregnancy Prevention Taskforce to 
address the very important issue of teen pregnancy. Bryant reached out to Swanson 
in an effort to include faith-based and public agencies in an ongoing conversation 
to promote the taskforce’s initiative to address the causes of and to take measures to 
decrease the high rate of teen pregnancy in Mississippi.

Asbury UMC Gather  
for Fire Prevention and  
Health Awareness                
Asbury UMC, Holly Springs
The Asbury United Methodist Church Senior Recreation  

Ministry members were 
blessed on Wednesday, September 4 to hear from fire investigator Tracey 
Jeffries on the subject of preventing home fires and “Watching What You 
Heat” to prevent cooking fires. Everyone is reminded that fire prevention 
week is the second week of October. Deputy Kathy Brittenum provided 
information on “Golden Age Security,” a crime prevention guide for senior 
citizens and cautioned the members about current scams preying on 
retirees 

The Senior Recreation Ministry meets every Wednesday from 11:00 a.m. 
until 2:00 p.m. at Asbury United Methodist Church. For more information, 
Call 662-252-1766.

Members of Asbury also recently listened to a presentation on health and 
diabetes from pharmacist Bob Lomenick, owner of Tyson’s Pharmacy in Holly 
Springs, Mississippi. He gave them instructions on prevention.

Steeped in Tradition —Looking to the Future     
By Pastor Curtis Bray, Shaeffer’s Chapel UMC, Columbus, Mississippi
How do you start a contemporary praise and worship service at a church that has been worship-
ping together in a traditional setting since 1819? Well, we decided to adopt the mantra of Nike 
and “Just Do it.” There are great things happening in the life and growth of the good folks who 
worship at Shaeffer’s Chapel United Methodist Church. For 194 continuous years, God has been 
worshipped and praised at Shaeffer’s Chapel UMC.

During those years, there have been changes in building structure as well as worship style. Not 
that long ago, we would come dressed every week in our Sunday best. This included suits and ties 
for men, dresses for women and 

starched clothes even for the children. Has the move to a more relaxed worship environment 
changed the fact that God is lifted up high and mighty? Absolutely not! Therefore, the decision 
was made to be more inviting to all God’s people. Beginning Sunday, September 1, we had our 
inaugural praise and worship service. Guess what? This excited many, but it also scared some 
folks because we are changing. I’m not always crazy about change myself, but I do know this, if we 
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Bishop Swanson talks to teens at Gov. Bryant’s  
Faith-based & Community Conference. 

Photo courtesy of Rev. Tim Thompson

The fire investigator 
and county deputy who 
recently talked with 
Asbury UMC members.

Pharmacist Bobby 
Lomenick is pictured 
on the right after his 
presentation.

This photo was taken from in-
side Schaeffer’s Chapel UMC.



remain the same, even as healthy as our congregation and worship is now, we will die! We did not get to where we are today as a family 
of God by remaining in the past.

Our new praise and worship service is being established to provide a Christ-centered, spirit-filled worship experience where we pray that 
each person has a personal encounter with the living Savior. The style may be different to some, but our purpose is the same. This time 
of worship may be less structured and a little more free as we glorify and exalt God through Spirit-filled worship, but that same Spirit 
moved the early church over 2,000 years ago. Our goal must be to lead the church to walk in the power of the Spirit of God through 
prayer, singing and the teaching of God’s Word.

We had to wrestle with the decision to make changes to our sanctuary. However, through modern technology, we were able to add a new 
projection system and screen that is hardly noticeable when not in use. We did encounter problems initially when our screen that was 
supposed to be mounted and concealed within our ceiling arrived broken. But we would not be deterred! A temporary screen was put 
in place until the new one arrives. We have established an exciting praise team to guide this service. The music may be different by the 
standards of our traditional hymns, but it is powerful just the same. Furthermore, the Word has not and will not ever change!

We had to overcome a fear by some that we will lose our family closeness by having two services. This is being calmed by our fellowship 
time that follows our traditional time of worship and precedes our new praise and worship service. In this time, we gather together and 
are able to visit and fellowship with all our church family.  

Our efforts have renewed our commitment for folks to come as you are. We invite everyone to come expecting to meet God and expect 
God to move. If we change with these expectations, God will be glorified and His Word will reach more people!  

Shaeffer’s Chapel UMC is located at 1007 Shaeffers Chapel Road, Columbus, MS. To reach the church, call 662-328-7224.  

Stonewall UMC Partners in  
County-wide Youth Rally Event     
August 23, 2013 
First Baptist Church of Stonewall, Stonewall Assembly of 
God Church, River of Life Pentecostal Holiness Church 
of Stonewall and Stonewall United Methodist Church 

are partnering for 
a spectacular event. They will bring Christian music group, the Red Roots to Stonewall Town Hall 
Auditorium on Highway 513 in Stonewall for a county-wide youth rally Friday, August 23. 
Meals and concessions open at 6:00 p.m. Singing starts at 7:00 p.m.  Christy’s Fine Dining and 
Catering of Stonewall will sell grilled hot dogs, hamburgers and supper plates with other con-
cession items. The funds raised will support the ecumenical CAN Ministry in Clarke County.  
CAN (Clarke Assistance to Needy), serves families with needs in Clarke County and is funded by 
churches of various denominations.
A love offering to assist the Christian music ministry of the Red Roots as well as the CAN Ministry 
will be received.  Admission to the singing and youth rally event is free through the joint sponsor-
ship of the four Stonewall churches.
The Red Roots originated on the Mississippi Gulf Coast and have become a nationally-renowned 
group.  They are redheaded triplet sisters with their own country, Southern gospel, bluegrass, Ap-

palachian sound. They have a powerful Christian testimony.  They recently appeared on Jeff Foxworthy’s, “American Bible Challenge” 
cable television show and will be opening for Charlie Daniels. 

Aldersgate UMC: Living the Heart of God   
September 21-22, 2013 
The United Methodist Women’s organization of Aldersgate United Methodist Church, located at 655 Beasley Road, in Jackson, Missis-
sippi, invites everyone to share with them a two-day weekend of “Living the Heart of God.”

On Saturday, September 21 from 10:00 a.m. to noon, Aldersgate will sponsor a brunch featuring Mollie Stewart, president/CEO of 
Gulfside United Methodist Assembly in Waveland, Mississippi. For a local project, the Aldersgate UMW unit has undertaken the task 
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to help rebuild historic Gulfside Assembly, which was completely destroyed by Hurricane Katrina in 2005. The purpose of this event is 
to raise awareness of the role that this important ministry has played since 1923. In addition, they hope to develop financial support for 
this rebuilding effort.

During the 11:00 a.m. worship service on Sunday, September 22, Aldersgate will observe its annual Women’s Day celebration. The 
speaker for this occasion is Attorney Kimberly Campbell Buck, District 76 Mississippi House of Representatives.

Persons attending the brunch should contact the UMW by emailing or calling church (aldersgateumc@comcast.net; 601-366-8071) no 
later than September 19. For further information, call Patricia Prowell at 601-497-7772 or Rita Young at 601-366-8179.

Liberty Quartet in Concert at Collinsville UMC
September 28, 2013
The Liberty Quartet will be in concert at Collinsville United Methodist Church on Saturday, September 28, at 7:00 p.m. Everyone is 
welcome for an evening of great Gospel music with this talented group.  The church is located at 9126 Church Road (just off Hwy. 19 
North) in Collinsville, Mississippi.  For more information, contact the Rev. Alan Randall at 601-479-1543.

Seven Springs UMC’s 147th Anniversary 
September 29, 2013         
Seven Springs United Methodist Church anniversary will be held at 2:00 p.m., Sunday, September 29, 2013.  Bishop James E.  Swanson, 
Sr. will serve as the anniversary messenger for the occasion. If you have any questions call 601-832-7454. To view the event flyer, go to 
http://library.constantcontact.com/download/get/file/1102747532396-1391/147thAnniversaryFlyer+(2).pdf.

Millsaps and Pearl River UMC to Greet Japanese Group
October 3, 2013
A group of 33 alumni of Kwansei Gakuin University in Japan are traveling to Mississippi and will visit Millsaps College and Pearl River 
Methodist Church in Madison County on October 3, 2013. The purpose of their visit is to celebrate the upcoming 125th anniversary of 
the founding of their university and participate in the annual Lambuth Day service held at the church.

The KG Alumni Association group will include Chancellor Ruth M. Grubel, and University Archivist Yuko Ikeda.

The visitors will tour campus and the J.B. Cain Archives of Mississippi Methodism housed in the Millsaps College library to honor their 
shared Methodist heritage and view manuscripts, artifacts and photos in the Lambuth Papers archival collection.  

Kwansei Gakuin was founded in 1889 in Kobe, Japan, by Mississippi Methodist missionary the Rev. Walter Russell Lambuth with the 
aim of training missionaries and educating young people based on Christian principles. Today it is a comprehensive and integrated edu-
cational institute teaching 25,000 students from kindergarten to graduate school. Its motto remains “Mastery for Service.” The private 
Christian school is located in Nishinomiya, Sanda, Osaka City and Tokyo, Japan.

Pearl River Church is the home church of Bishop Walter Russell Lambuth and a designated historic site of the Mississippi Conference of 
The United Methodist Church. The conference-wide Lambuth Day event honors the four generations of missionaries in the Lambuth 
family each year on the first Thursday in October. Bishop James E. Swanson, Sr. and Kwansei Gakuin Chancellor Grubel will be speak-
ing.

Madison United Methodist Church shares responsibility for the church with the Pearl River Church Historic Council, chaired by Missis-
sippi Department of Archives and History Director Emeritus, Elbert Hilliard. The Rev. Jim Genesee is the pastor of Madison UMC. Tom 
Henderson is library director of the Millsaps-Wilson Library and Debra McIntosh is the College Archivist.

Celebrate!  World Communion Sunday is October 6
October 6, 2013         
Six seminary students involved in a scholarship and mentoring program for racial-ethnic students who plan to be ordained as deacons 
or elders in The United Methodist Church are receiving their Master of Divinity degree this year. That brings the total of graduates who 
took part in the Journey Toward Ordained Ministry program to 19 since it began in 2004.

Funding for this program comes from local church offerings on World Communion Sunday, held the first Sunday in October. The 
receipts allocated to the General Board of Higher Education and Ministry (GBHEM) are earmarked for scholarships for racial-ethnic 
students. To continue reading, go to http://www.umcgiving.org/site/apps/nlnet/content3.aspx. Get involved in World Communion 
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Sunday!  Visit http://www.umcgiving.org/site/c.qwL6KkNWLrH/b.7080289/k.7AC8/World_Communion_Sunday.htm to order 
resources or to make a gift.

The POWER of We funded in part by your apportioned mission shares.

Smith, Jones to Lead Salem Camp Meeting
October 7-13, 2013              
Dr. Ron Smith and Rev. Bert Jones will be the featured speakers for the 187th annual Salem Camp Meeting.

The historic gathering is scheduled for October 7-13. The campground is located one mile west of Missis-
sippi 63 at the George/Jackson county line. Services are scheduled for 10:30 a.m. and 7:00 p.m. starting the 
evening of October 7, with special singing at 6:30 p.m. Area local pastors will be leading the morning prayer 
service at 7:00 a.m. Children and youth activities are planned for the week.

Smith is the president of the Francis Asbury Society in Wilmore, Kentucky. Prior to accepting this position, 
he was executive director of the Francis Asbury Society and president of Wesley 
Biblical Seminary in Jackson, Mississippi for 12 years. Smith earned his doctorate 
at Drew University in New Jersey. He has been a pastor in New Jersey and Missis-
sippi. He is in demand as a speaker in churches, conferences and camp meetings. 
Smith will preach from the 7:00 p.m. service on October 7 and the 10:30 a.m. and 
7:00 p.m. evening service on October 8-9. 

Jones will begin his message at the morning service on October 10 and speak again at 5:00 p.m. on October 
13. Jones has served as the president and CEO of GO InterNational since 2007. He travels nationally and in-
ternationally preaching and representing the ministries of GO InterNational. Jones and his wife Cheryl have 
three children, Joshua, Allyson and Aaron. Since 1988 he has had the privilege of leading teams to over 21 
different countries around the world. Jones is the co-author of the book “Leadership Proverbs.” His grand-

mother is the author of the song “In Times Like These.”

Music will be directed by the Rev. Stacy Douglas, a native of Leakesville, Mississippi. He is an ordained elder in The United Methodist 
Church serving Coffeeville UMC in Coffeeville, Mississippi. Douglas completed a degree in music education at the University of South 
Alabama and a Master of Church Music at Scarritt Graduate School. He received a Master of Divinity from The Theological School at 
Drew University. Douglas has served as pastor of Artesia, New Hope, Poplar Head and Saucier United Methodist Churches.

The Tupelo District of the United Methodist Church Presents Dr. Maxie Dunnam  
October 11 & 12, 2013         
Teaching Event Title: The Intersection of Prayer and Mission
Cost: $35.00 (includes cost of materials and lunch)
Location: Tupelo First United Methodist Church
Date: October 11 and 12
Times: October 11, 6:00 p.m. -8:30 p.m. | October 12, 9:00 a.m.-12:30 p.m.
Instructor: Dr. Maxie Dunnam
Materials: “The Intercessory Life” by Dr. Maxie Dunnam
Contact Information: Tupelo District Office
Phone: 662-842-8477
e-mail: tupdist@gmail.com 
Registration deadline:  October 3, 2013
(1/2 CEU awarded)

About the Instructor, Dr. Maxie Dunnam:
Dr. Maxie Dunnam became the fifth president of Asbury Theological Seminary in 1994 after serving 12 years as senior minister of the 
6,000 member, Christ United in Memphis, Tennessee. Before that, he served as the world editor of the Upper Room.

Dunnam served as Asbury president for 10 years. He is a member of the University Senate of The United Methodist Church and is rec-
ognized throughout Methodism for his commitment to evangelism, social witness and renewal.
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In 1989, he was inducted into the Foundation for Evangelism’s Hall of Fame. In 1992 he was awarded the Chair of Distinction by the 
World Methodist Council and in 1993 he received the Phillip Award for Distinguished Service in Evangelism. He has authored more 
than 30 books and his latest book is “The Intercessory Life,” the one we will be using.

Dunnam’s extensive pastoral experience includes church planting, rural churches and suburban and regional congregations in Missis-
sippi, Georgia, California, and Tennessee.

Hinds Chapel UMC Fish Fry           
October 12, 2013             
Hinds Chapel United Methodist Church, located at 5105 Church Road in Lake Cormorant, will host its annual fish fry and fundraiser 
Saturday, October 12 at 5:00 p.m. Tickets are $10.00 each and free for children five and under. The meal includes fresh fried or baked 
catfish filets, coleslaw, hushpuppies, hand-cut fries and iced tea. Desserts provided by the United Methodist Women will also be available 
for purchase. Tickets may be purchased in advance from any UMW member or at the door. All net proceeds from the event will benefit 
church maintenance projects.

Greendale UMC Celebrates 100 Years and Revival           
October 20, 2013 | October 21-23, 2013
Greendale UMC will celebrate 100 years of ministry on Sunday, October 20, 2013 at 11:00 a.m.

Brookhaven District superintendent, Wayne Webster will deliver the message for this time of remembrance.  Lunch will be provided 
following the service. Those planning to attend should contact the pastor, Randy Youngblood at  ryoungblood@fcsd.k12.ms.us or 601-
384-6619.

Greendale UMC will also hold its revival services October 21, 22 and 23 at 7:00 nightly.  The Rev. Tyler Bridge will be the guest speaker.

Revitup! Young Clergy Event— 
Deadline to Register Sept. 24            
October 28-30, 2013  
Are you new to ministry? Or are you established and looking for  new ideas and new 
things to try? It’s time to put yourself at the top of your list! Plan to attend this new and 
energizing General Board of Pension and Health Benefits’ young clergy event and... re-
vitup!...For a Lifetime Ministry! “Revitup!” will be held October 28-30, 2013 in Atlanta, 
Georgia.

For more information or to register for revitup, go to: 
 http://www.mississippi-umc.org/pages/detail/1388.

Upcoming Events at Candler School of Theology, Emory University             
Stay informed about upcoming events and happenings at Candler School of Theology. Find this list anytime by visiting http://www.
candler.emory.edu/news/releases/. For the fall schedule, go to: 
 http://library.constantcontact.com/download/get/file/1102747532396-1390/Upcoming+at+Candler+Fall+2013-FNL.pdf. For more 
information, contact Laurel Hanna, lhanna@emory.edu at 404-727-4481.

Announcements
United Methodist Women Mission Resources (E-Store)          
The United Methodist Women mission has made getting the resources easier. Just a few clicks and find a variety of resources for 
delivery and download. There is no fee to process orders through the e-store, so shop here and make more mission possible. New 
products available now United Methodist Women Handbook 2013-2016 - English (print)  The following items are also available 
as of August 30, 2013:

• Prayer Calendar 2014 (http://www.umwmissionresources.org/products/prayer-calendar-2014)
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• A Calling for This Time: Program Book 2013-2014  
(http://www.umwmissionresources.org/products/a-calling-for-this-time-program-book-2013-14-english)
• Program Date Book 2014 (http://www.umwmissionresources.org/products/2014-date-book-1)
• Annual Sampler 2014 (http://www.umwmissionresources.org/products/annual-sampler-2014)

Free Webinar “Guiding Children in a Violent World”  
September 26 - 10:00 a.m. CT
Looking at ways to guide children at different stages of life in varying circumstances, from the United Methodist Board of Dis-
cipleship. Go to http://www.gbod.org/lead-your-church/webinars to register.

Free Webinar “Principles of Vitality for District Superintendents”  
September 26 - 1:00 p.m. CT
Tools a district superintendent can use to equip clergy for vital leadership, from the United Methodist Board of Discipleship. Go 
to http://www.gbod.org/lead-your-church/webinars to register.

Annual Conference 2014     
June 6-8, 2014
Bishop James E. Swanson, Sr., has announced that the 2014 session of the Mississippi Annual Conference will be held on June 6-8 
at the Jackson Convention Complex.  

St. Luke’s extends Christian prayers and sympathy to 
the family and friends of Elta Livingston who passed 
away September 13. Livingston was a life-long, de-
voted member of St. Luke’s. Her funeral was Monday, 
September 16.   

Lou Ann Staggs, Mississippi Conference missions sec-
retary and New Albany District secretary/staff recently 
had eye surgery in Oxford. Please lift her up in your 
prayers!

Benjamin Howse, brother of the Rev. Gary Howe, pastor of Lauderdale UMC, went home to be with the Lord on Tuesday, Sep-
tember 10, 2013. Funeral services were handled by Boone Funeral Home in Greenville, Mississippi. Please keep the Howse family 
in your thoughts and prayers during their time of bereavement.

Employment Opportunities
• Director of Praise Band - St. Luke UMC Tupelo (Part-time)
St. Luke United Methodist Church, located at 1400 Clayton Avenue in Tupelo, is searching for a part-time director of the praise 
band. The group features blended music (a mix of contemporary and traditional) for the weekly 8:45 a.m. Sunday service.  Those 
interested in this opening need to contact Dr. Rick Brooks at 662-842-6522 or rick@stluketupelo.org  to submit an application, 
or for more information.
• Youth Director - Magee First UMC (Part-time) 
Magee First UMC is seeking a person to fill a part-time position as youth director.  Interested persons may contact the Rev. 
Thomas Jennings at 601-849-2459.  Resumes should be sent to firstumcmagee@bellsouth.net or mailed to: 
P. O. Box 661, Magee, MS  39111.
• Full-time Director of Youth Ministries Gulfport, MS
Trinity United Methodist Church with more than 900 members, is located in the heart of the Mississippi Gulf Coast. The church 
is seeking a full-time director of youth ministries for grades 7-12. Trinity UMC is a vibrant growing church, both in members and 
facilities and seeks an experienced candidate with a passion for youth to experience the reality of Jesus Christ and how His love 
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can and will change their lives and the world in which we live. The candidate should expect to join a progressive staff and should 
be ready to implement cutting edge ministries with a dynamic group across the coast.  
The director of Student Ministries responsibility is to build young disciples for Christ by developing and implementing a com-
prehensive approach to student ministry (in the areas of group building, worship, fellowship, discipleship, ministry and outreach) 
while serving as a spiritual leader and role model. The director will lead mid-week and Sunday evening youth activities, facilitate 
Sunday morning youth ministries and small groups, arrange outings, retreats, mission trips, etc. with a focus on discipleship. The 
candidate will be expected to recruit and train adult volunteers and become involved in the local school systems and recreation 
departments in developing relationships with the youth and the community. Previous experience in youth ministry leadership is 
required. A much needed and desired ability is that of being able to organize worship. A generous salary and benefits package is 
offered to the candidate meeting these high standards. Please submit resume to: Rev. Danny Dabbs at ddabbs@trinityumc.com.
Please visit our website under the ‘links’ page to see a full job description. Go to www.trinityumc.com. 

Shrimp Dip    
1 pound peeled shrimp
2 pounds cream cheese
1 medium tomato
2 to 3 cloves garlic
1 small to medium onion, chopped
5 banana peppers, to taste
Chop vegetables fine.  Cook shrimp with garlic in olive oil (sauté). Use double boiler to melt cream cheese. Add remaining 
ingredients.  Serve with king-size Fritos.

 – Nancy Lemon, St. Paul UMC of  Ocean Springs, Mississippi “Loaves and Fishes”

Submit to The Circuit Rider by Noon Each Monday
The Conference communication team looks forward to getting your stories and events for the next 
issue of The Circuit Rider, but the details are needed no later than noon each Monday the day before 
distribution on Wednesday.

There’s no guarantee that items received after the noon cut off will make the following Circuit Rider, 
so share your happenings soon. Send to: news@mississippi-umc.org.

Thanks in advance for helping tell the Mississippi United Methodist story!

Follow the Conference on Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/pages/The-Mississippi-United-
Methodist-Conference/436491529732524 and on Twitter at https://twitter.com/Mississippi_UMC.

Stay Connected with ConnecTText

Mississippi United Methodists with the ability to receive text messaging via phone are encouraged to sign up for ConnecTText.  
The service is another option for people to stay informed about important dates and other Conference happenings. 

To sign up for ConnecTText:
1. Remember, you must have the ability to get text messages on your phone.
2. From your mobile phone, text the letters UMC to the number 601-721-4468 and press send.
3. Wait a few seconds for a confirmation text and you’re connected!
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