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The Circuit Rider Published November 20, 2013

Weekly Update for the Mississippi Conference of The United Methodist Church

Greetings! 
Welcome to your connection for up-to-the minute news and information from the Mississippi 
Conference. Featured in this newsletter are the latest announcements, dates to remember, celebration 
stories from across the conference and current employment opportunities. Our hope is for The Circuit 
Rider to become a tool for building the connection across the conference, strengthening our districts 
and local congregations as we go forth to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the 
world. Please e-mail your news and information for us to share with others around the conference to 
news@mississippi-umc.org.

Attention: 
POWER of We: Core Four Resources Available on Web Site
Go to http://www.mississippi-umc.org/pages/detail/1378?utm_source=Circuit+Rider+Newsletter+7-31-13&utm_campaign=7-31-
13+Circuit+Rider&utm_medium=email  to view or download.

2013 Conference Journal, Vol. 1, 2011 Conference Journal, Vol. 2 and 2012 Conference Journal, Vol. 
1 Available on Web Site
Go to http://www.mississippi-umc.org/pages/detail/990  to view or download.

Bishop Swanson’s Thanksgiving Notice
The following Thanksgiving greeting to the Mississippi Annual Conference  

from Bishop James E. Swanson, Sr. and his wife Delphine, was recorded before  
his surgery on November 12, 2013. Visit http://vimeo.com/78832471  

for the message. Please continue pray for his full recovery.
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Luke 23:33-43
New International Version (NIV)

33 When they came to the place called the Skull, they cruci-
fied him there, along with the criminals--one on his right, 
the other on his left. 34 Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for 
they do not know what they are doing.” And they divided up 
his clothes by casting lots.

35 The people stood watching, and the rulers even sneered at him. They said, “He saved others; let him save himself if he is God’s Messiah, the 
Chosen One.”

36 The soldiers also came up and mocked him. They offered him wine vinegar 37 and said, “If you are the king of the Jews, save yourself.”

38 There was a written notice above him, which read: this is the king of the jews.

39 One of the criminals who hung there hurled insults at him: “Aren’t you the Messiah? Save yourself and us!”

40 But the other criminal rebuked him. “Don’t you fear God,” he said, “since you are under the same sentence? 41 We are punished justly, for 
we are getting what our deeds deserve. But this man has done nothing wrong.”

42 Then he said, “Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.”

43 Jesus answered him,”Truly I tell you, today you will be with me in paradise.”

Sunday November 24 
Give to Help UM Students
By Tamica Smith-Jeuitt,  
Sr. Communications Specialist
“It is a way to keep our church alive.” — Abigail Herrington, a 
UM scholarship recipient from Mississippi

As Mississippi United Methodists are planning to celebrate Student Day Special Offering Sunday, Abigail Her-
rington, will be counting her blessings for being a two-time recipient of scholarships made possible through 
this special collection. Herrington, of Bay St. Louis, Mississippi is a senior majoring in history at Millsaps Col-
lege in Jackson, and desires to enter seminary after graduation.  She’s been awarded a $500 gift towards each 
semester of the school year from The General Board of Higher Education and Ministry (GBHEM) Office of 
Loans and Scholarships.   Herrington said the good news came as she was experiencing financial hurdles, but 
thanks to the generosity of United Methodists, she was able to afford school items. 

“The scholarship helped pay for small costs that the larger scholarships did not cover like books, supplies and 
remaining tuition costs that I had,” said Herrington who serves as the youth and children’s director at Alta 
Woods UMC in Jackson.
In her opinion, donating to students is an important part of the Methodist connection. “It’s is a great way to 
support students contemplating a ministerial path...it is a way to keep our church alive,” she said.  

James Salter, a father in Gautier, expressed his gratitude for the student scholarships.  His son, Philip received one from the church as 
well towards his studies at Drew Theological School in Madison, New Jersey.

“Philip and my wife and I are grateful for the generosity that has been given. Philip has embraced this new adventure in his life and he is 
a long way from home and we are greatly encouraged and hopeful that God is going to use him in a mighty way and The United Meth-
odist Church has a lot to do with that.”    

United Methodists congregations are urged to give on Student Day Special Offering Sunday, November 24, 2013. Gifts received from this 
offering become an investment in the future of the church through direct scholarships for higher education.

The GBHEM distributes over 3,500 scholarships to students annually.

Abigail Herrington
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Mississippi United Methodists can give to United Methodist Student Day during their church service on Sunday November 24, 2013. 
They can also send checks to The Mississippi Annual Conference and write in the memo line “United Methodist Student Day” and 
mail to:  Mississippi Annual Conference, 320-A Briarwood Drive, Jackson, MS 39206.
 

District Youth Rallies: Key to Conference Connection With Youth  
Jasmine Haynes, Mississippi Conference Communications
Over 269 young people and youth coordinators attended the East and West Jack-
son District Youth Rally held at Madison United Methodist Church on Sunday, 
November 17.  Youth enjoyed praise and worship lead by the Matt Littlejohn Band 
and a message on unity by Mississippi Conference youth and family ministry coor-
dinator, Mike Howington.  

After seeing the two-district turnout, Howington shared that well-attended district 
rallies like this one are the first steps in the right direction to strengthen Missis-
sippi’s youth as a conference.

“I would like to see the youth from local churches create a culture of unity at the 
district level and as the district grows closer, so does our conference youth con-
nection,” said Howington.  “Our hope is that the district assemblies will encour-
age churches around Mississippi to all come together a couple of times a year as a 

conference.”

Howington explained that the hard work of district youth coordinators help make district 
youth rallies a success.  Rev. Kordell Sims, Sr. is the Jackson State University Wesley Foun-
dation director, one of two West Jackson District youth coordinators and was a part of 
the team that planned the gathering. According to Sims, the rallies are a great way to get 
youth engaged in fellowship and leadership opportunities but they also aid the evaluation 
of what challenges exist for reaching the church 
youth groups that were not present.

“We want to hear the needs of churches so that 
we can partner some churches—for example 
partnering churches that may have a transpor-
tation issue with churches with vans that are 
willing to take other churches to events,” said 

Sims.  “In the future, we are going to make a more personal approach to some churches that 
haven’t been involved or don’t feel the need to be involved.”

Both the East and West Jackson District youth coordinators plan to host another youth rally in 
the spring. The spring district youth rally will focus on servant leadership though Conference 
Council on Youth Ministries (CCYM).

The Mississippi Conference recently launched a Youth and Families facebook page. 
Visit https://www.facebook.com/pages/MS-Conference-Youth-and-Families/400106753437488 and like the page and follow the con-
ference for youth happenings and resources.

Mississippi’s ‘Team Vital’ Starts 10-Year Track to Move Ministries Forward
Rev. Dr. Connie Shelton, Director of Communications  
and Connectional Ministries
Team Vital, the newest phase of the Vital Congregations Initiative, includes eleven conferences of The United Methodist Church on a 
two-year journey of learning together, using unique and innovative strategies to grow more highly vital congregations. Team Vital is 
working collaboratively with the Council of Bishops to double the number of highly vital congregations over the next quadrennium. 

The Council of Bishops has committed to leading the church to grow more vital congregations for the next 10 years. Bishop John Schol 
of the Greater New Jersey Conference was encouraged by the gathering and said, “Clearly these are conferences that are committed to 

Youth engaged in praise at East/West Jackson 
District Youth Rally.

Mississippi Conference youth and family 
ministry coordinator, Mike Howington 
speaks to crowd about unity. 

L to R: Rev. Kordell Sims, JSU  
Wesley Foundation director and  

Mike Howington
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moving the United Methodist mission forward by helping clergy 
and congregations to reach new generations of believers and 
engage disciples in community mission.” 

Team Vital leaders in Mississippi include Tim Crisler, Mississippi 
Conference lay leader; Rev. Vickie White, East Jackson District 
superintendent; Rev. Tim Thompson, assistant to the bishop and 
Rev. Dr. Connie Shelton, director of communications and con-
nectional ministries.

The Vital Congregations Initiative grew out of the Call to Action 
Study in 2009, calling for growth of more highly vital congrega-
tions—congregations that have life changing stories, transforma-
tive mission and fruitfulness. Vital congregations come in all sizes, 
contexts and racial ethnic groups but what they have in common 
is consistent growth over time, engagement of their people in mis-
sion and small groups and generous giving.

For more information, please visit the Vital Congregations website: www.umvitalcongregations.org.

Vital Congregations is an initiative of The United Methodist Church, supported by the Connectional Table and the Council of Bishops. Vital 
congregations are spirit-filled congregations welcoming all people; places where disciples of Jesus Christ are formed through the power of the 
Holy Spirit and communities actively engaged in ministries of justice and mercy. Vital Congregations encourages congregations and annual 
conferences to set specific and measurable goals for worship, evangelism, spiritual formation, mission and stewardship.

Minneapolis Chosen as General Conference 2020 Site                        
United Methodist Communications
The Commission on the General Conference recently announced that Minneapolis, Minn. will be the site of the 2020 General Confer-
ence, tentatively scheduled for May 5-15, 2020. Minneapolis is part of the Minnesota Annual Conference, which has more than 70,000 
members and 353 congregations, and along with the Dakotas Conference, constitutes the Dakotas-Minnesota Episcopal Area of The 
United Methodist Church.

The United Methodist Church’s top legislative body will meet at the eco-focused Minneapolis Convention Center, which has 87 meeting 
rooms, a 3,400-seat auditorium and 475,000 square feet of exhibit space.  Minneapolis is one of Forbes’ 30 most visited cities in the U.S. 
with more than 27.9 million visitors in 2012 to the Minneapolis-St. Paul area. 

“The Dakotas-Minnesota Area is honored to be chosen to host the 2020 General Conference. The Twin Cities of Minneapolis/St. Paul 
are one of the most diverse and ‘international’ metropolitan areas in North America. And, the Dakotas are home to one of the fastest 
growing population areas in the United States,” said Bishop Bruce Ough. “We believe this is an ideal setting for the global gathering of 
The United Methodist Church.”

Delegates from Africa, Europe, Asia and the U.S. will attend the gathering, which the Commission expects to attract up to 7,000 visitors. 
The economic impact of the event on the area is roughly estimated to be about $7,917,000.

Factors considered in choosing a meeting site for the 11-day event included the availability of adequate space, costs of airfare and lodg-
ing, sales and room taxes, and the proximity of hotel rooms. Minneapolis was one of three sites that made the final cut for consideration, 
edging out Detroit and Columbus.

“The entire site selection committee was impressed with the welcome, the site and facilities, but more importantly with the accessibility 
and ease of access that Minneapolis offers,” said Frank Beard, committee chair. “We look forward to coming to Minneapolis / St. Paul for 
our 2020 General Conference and enjoying the richness and diversity that is offered.”

Connections Housing will be the official housing company for both the 2016 and 2020 General Conferences, responsible for managing 
all aspects of housing, including hotel relationships, negotiations and contracting.  Attendees will make hotel reservations via their call 
center, and they will create a custom housing website for the General Conference using Passkey technology, the worlds most advanced 
and secure event housing technology. They will also provide on-site services during the conference to ensure that reservations are ac-
curate and in order, and that accommodations are satisfactory.

As a site for General Conference, Minneapolis has some historical significance. It was in Minneapolis in 1956 that the General Confer-

Mississippi’s Team Vital collaborating with North Georgia’ DCM, 
Mike Selleck at recent gathering in Chicago. Pictured left to right 
are Rev. Vickie White, Mike Selleck, Rev. Dr. Connie Shelton, Rev. 
Tim Thompson and Timothy Chrisler.



ence of the Methodist Church authorized the ordination of women. General Conference was last held in the North Central Jurisdiction 
in Cleveland, Ohio in 2000 and in Indianapolis, Ind. in 1980. Historically, the site of the General Conference has rotated among the 
church’s five geographic U.S. jurisdictions, but that may soon change.  

 “The Commission enthusiastically affirmed its intention to hold General Conference 2024 outside of the United States,” said Judi Ke-
naston, Commission chair. “We are aware that there are some challenges to overcome, but we are looking now at what steps can be taken 
to achieve this goal.”

Pedaling Parsons Visit Utica UMC
Utica United Methodist Church hosted the Pedaling 
Parsons of North Canton, Ohio on Saturday, November 
9, 2013. This group of United Methodist clergy and lay 
persons were in Mississippi for a bicycle trip down the 
length of the Natchez Trace Parkway as a mission project 
to raise money for disadvantaged youth in the Greater 
Canton, Ohio area. According to group leader, the Rev. 
Don Richards, the Pedaling Parsons began in 1987 with a group of United Meth-

odist cyclists who shared a passion for missions 
and cycling. Since then, they have logged over 
18,000 miles and have raised over $900,000 for 
various mission projects.   Group members 
range in age from 9 to 83. They have a support 
team who travels with the group in vans with 
trailers for bikes, spare parts, luggage and even a 
self-contained shower/laundry trailer. 

The cyclists spent the night at Utica UMC’s fel-
lowship hall and church members hosted a fish 
fry for the visitors featuring Mississippi farm-
raised catfish with all the trimmings. Carpenter UMC (part of the Utica Charge) hosted the group for 
breakfast on Sunday morning. While traveling through Mississippi, the Pedaling Parsons also stayed 
overnight at Tupelo First UMC, Eupora First UMC, St. Matthew’s UMC in Madison and Jefferson 
Street UMC in Natchez.

Collinsville UMC Soup Group Holds Annual Thanksgiving Feast             
Collinsville UMC hosted its annual Thanksgiving feast for recipients of their 
monthly Soup Group deliveries. The feast was on Monday, November 11.  More 
than 50 recipients and family members enjoyed a bountiful Thanksgiving lunch 
complete with turkey, dressing and all the trimmings plus, a huge selection of 
delectable desserts.  Each year, recipients who have passed away during the previ-
ous year are memorialized at this event. Since this year’s gathering was on Veterans’ 
Day, veterans were recognized.  Entertainment was provided by vocalist, Cathy 
Webb.

On the second Monday of each month, Collinsville’s Soup Group delivers a meal 
to more than 60 elderly and shut-in residents in Northwest Lauderdale County.  
The ministry began more than 10 years ago and continues to grow.  During the 
winter, the meals consist of homemade soup, cornbread and dessert.  In the sum-
mer, the menu changes to salads, fruit and dessert.  While the recipients express 
appreciation for the monthly meal and visit, Soup Group members are quick to say that the real blessing is theirs.

The Soup Group is an excellent example of the impact that small churches can have on their communities.  Since the inception of the 
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Members of the Pedaling Parson posed with mem-
bers of Utica UMC.

People packed the room for the annual Thanksgiv-
ing feast at Collinsville UMC.

A member of the Pedaling Par-
sons has a lot to smile about as 
she and others are riding bikes 
to raise money for youth.



Soup Group, several women from other churches in the community have become a part of this mission and at least two other nearby 
churches have begun similar programs.

Broadway Inspires McCormick’s Message 
Dr. Jim McCormick preached at Tupelo First United Methodist Church on November 17, introducing his 
fifth book, “The Gospel Goes to Broadway—Inspiration in Songs from Broadway Musicals.”  Following 
each worship service there was a time for book signing. Each chapter in this unique book is based on one 
of 26 familiar songs from 11 Broadway musicals, including “My Fair Lady,” “The Sound of Music,” “South 
Pacific,” “The Music Man,” “Fiddler on the Roof” and others. Once each year, for the past 25 years or so, 
McCormick has preached a series of sermons based upon songs from Broadway musicals. The book is 
a compilation of those sermons that creatively looks at how the music of Broadway and Christian faith 
intertwine.   

McCormick writes in the introduction, “With regard to the really successful musicals on Broadway, in ad-
dition to being well written, directed and produced, they all find a way to touch the depths of the human 
spirit.  If the dramas and musicals on Broadway deal with life’s truths in such a way as to touch the heart, 
there must be something there of God’s truth.  So, it makes sense to come at the gospel from that perspec-
tive.” 

McCormick received a Bachelor of Arts from Millsaps College, a Master of Divinity from Candler School of Theology at Emory Univer-
sity and a Doctor of Religion from the School of Theology at Claremont. He is the author of three books and a contributor to numerous 
magazines and other periodicals.

He’s been a pastor or an associate pastor at nine United Methodist churches, and a former Superintendent of the Grenada-Greenwood 
District of Mississippi. He also served as the pastor of the First United Methodist Church in Tupelo, Mississippi. He’s represented the 
Mississippi Annual Conference at the World Methodist Conference in Singapore and at the General Conference of the United Methodist 
Church in 1992. 

“The Gospel Goes to Broadway” is available from Cokesbury, Amazon and Kindle. 

A Celebration of God’s Generosity               
By Cynthia Laird, Senatobia District Communications Coordinator
The Rev. Mike Hicks, associate director of the Mississippi United Methodist Foun-
dation, recently read from Matthew 6:19-21 as he spoke to Pleasant Hill United 
Methodist Church in Olive Branch, Mississippi.   He talked about making commit-
ments to serve the Lord as faithful stewards in the coming year.  On this Conse-
cration Sunday, we were reminded that our serving and giving to the Lord are an 
indication of what we treasure most in our hearts. 

Hicks spoke of God’s generosity to us in giving us the gift of life and our giving to 
the Lord as a way of recognizing His generosity.  Our spiritual maturity involves all 
that we have and all that we are.  First, there is the acceptance of Jesus as your sav-
ior, and then there is faithfulness to God in every area of your life.  When we give 
of our time, talents or finances, we are celebrating how God has generously blessed 
us—we are saying, “Thank you Lord.”

The Mississippi United Methodist Foundation is based upon the principles Hicks 
discussed.  The foundation’s mission or purpose is “to enable the Church in the achievement of her God-appointed missions by provid-
ing resources that strengthen the ability of United Methodists to be faithful stewards and discover the joy of giving and philanthropy 
while advancing Christian ministries,” said Hicks. 

The Foundation helps individuals, churches and United Methodist missions and ministries by providing assistance in planned giving 
and development, stewardship, administrative services and investment services.  This financial ministry serves to help United Method-
ists make wise use of their God-given resources now and offers sound vision for giving as a legacy to future generations in God’s family.

For more information on the Mississippi United Methodist Foundation, Inc., call 601-948-8845 or go online at www.ms-umf.org.
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L to R:  Rev. David Laird, Rev. Mike Hicks, Lisa 
Hicks—Hicks delivered the Consecration Sunday 
message.



Galloway Presents  
Seasons and Holy Days 
November 24, 2013
Galloway Memorial United Methodist Church’s Con-
cordia Ensemble presents “Seasons and Holy Days”—a 
service of song and word celebrating the Christian year 
on Sunday, November 24 at 6:00 p.m. at Galloway. The 
public is invited to attend this free concert. Galloway is 
located at 305, North Congress Street in Jackson, Mississippi. For more information call 601-
353-9691.    

UMC #GivingTuesday - December 3  
Promises to Multiply Impact
December 3, 2013
United Methodists are inviting all Mississippians and beyond to  join them in sustaining the spirit of Thanksgiving into the Advent 
season.The denomination’s General Board of Global Ministries announced that for one day only, on December 3, 2013, as part of UMC 
#GivingTuesday, gifts made online to any project through The Advance will be matched.

Marie Kuch, who chairs the communication and development committee of Global Ministries’ board of directors, shared her excite-
ment. “My US context is dominated by a consumer-driven frenzy within hours of Thanksgiving,” she said at last week’s board meeting. 
“With the Giving Tuesday initiative and matching funds, we have extra incentive to remember what the Advent season really means and 
to redirect some of our retail-shopping money to a better purpose.”  

The Advance is the denomination’s giving channel that ensures that 100 percent of each gift supports the project designated by the 
donor. More than 850 Methodist-related projects and more than 300 missionaries are supported by The Advance; all of them have gone 
through a rigorous review process and are accountable for how funds are used.

Global Ministries announced it will allocate the “matching funds” dollar for dollar up 
to the first $500,000 in gifts to Advance projects received online on December 3, 2013, 
between midnight EST and 11:59 p.m. A maximum of $10,000 per individual gift to 
a project will be disbursed as matching funds. A project may receive a maximum of 
$50,000 in matching funds.

Bishop Hope Morgan Ward of the North Carolina Annual Conference is the president of 
the board. Reminding directors that “gifts made through The Advance can bring healing 
and hope to survivors of natural or civil disasters; help communities build churches, dig 
wells, feed and educate children, and equip hospitals and clinics; or support a missionary 
who is sharing the light of Christ,” she said, “I pray that December 3 will be a record-
breaking day in the Wesleyan movement.”

Supporters are encouraged to participate in UMC #GivingTuesday by making a gift on-
line to any Advance project or the missionary community on December 3, 2013 at www.
umcmission.org/give.    

The Mississippi Annual Conference of The United Methodist Church is prayerful that people will consider giving towards the following 
mission projects that impact Mississippians. 

• Stop Hunger Now - Advance #982795  http://www.umcmission.org/Give-to-Mission/Search-for-Projects/Projects/982795
• Society of St. Andrew - Advance #3021060  http://www.umcmission.org/Give-to-Mission/Search-for-Projects/Projects/801600
• Anti-Human Trafficking - Advance #333615  http://www.umcmission.org/Give-to-Mission/Search-for-Projects/Projects/333615
• Choctaw Mission - Advance #761544T  http://www.umcmission.org/Give-to-Mission/Search-for-Projects/Projects/761544

NOTE:  Mississippi United Methodists, who need help with making a gift online to an Advance Special, may contact their UMC 
district office for the name of their district mission secretary for help.
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Galloway Memorial UMC’s  Concordia Ensemble



The full list of Mississippi Annual Conference supported missions are as follows:

Hunger
- Stop Hunger Now - Advance #982795
- Society of St. Andrew - Advance #3021060
Heifer Project International, Living Gifts - Advance # 982532
Rice and Beans Ministry, Costa Rica - Advance #3021052
Appalachia Hunger & Poverty Advance - Advance # 982039
Nicaragua Programs Advance - Advance #14854A

Health
Imagine No More Malaria - Advance #3021190
Water and Sanitation (UMCOR) # 3020600
Global AIDS Fund - Advance #982345
- Anti-Human Trafficking - Advance # 333615
- Choctaw Mission # - Advance 761544

Children
Shade and Fresh Water Project- Advance #11580A
Red Bird Mission School - Advance # 773728
Babyfold Children’s Home, Zimbabwe - Advance - #11713T

A Christmas Madrigal Dinner
December 7 & 8, 2013
St. Andrew’s United Methodist Church in Amory will present “A Christmas Madrigal Dinner” at 6:00 p.m. on Saturday, December 7 
and Sunday, December 8 in the family life center. This dinner theatre will include a festive meal, comedy, drama and singing by a cast 
in Renaissance costume; Renaissance dancers and a concert of sacred a cappella choral music. Tickets are $12.50 and may be purchased 
from the St. Andrews church office at 662-256-2301. This event will make a great Christmas outing for any church group.   

Minor Memorial UMC Compassionate Friends Candle Lighting Service
December 8, 2013
Minor Memorial UMC will host a candle lighting service at 5:00 p.m. in the sanctuary on December 8, 2013.   Candles will glow world-
wide on this day when tens of thousands of bereaved parents, siblings, grandparents, relatives and friends, join together to light candles 
to honor the memories of children who have died, but will never be forgotten.  Held annually the second Sunday in December, the 
worldwide candle lighting unites family and friends who light candles to honor and remember children who have died at any age from 
any cause. As candles burn down in one time zone, they are then lit in the next, creating a virtual 24-hour wave of light as the observance 
continues around the world. 

If you have lost a child or grandchild, Minor Memorial invites you to bring a framed picture (8x10 or smaller) and/or a small remem-
brance item to place on a memory table.  There will be a time to share your child’s name and a memory if you would like.  

All are welcome, even if you have not lost a child, to come support those who have.  Light refreshments will be offered after the service.  
Minor Memorial is located at 6120 Goodman Road, West in Walls, Mississippi.  The phone number is 662-781-1333.  

Camp Lake Stephens - Overflow 
December 30, 2013 - January 1, 2014               
Registration is underway for Overflow, a retreat for junior and senior high youth. Come and get closer to Christ with other young 
people who will bring in the New Year together! Jeremy Knight from Main Street UMC in Hattiesburg will be the speaker for this event. 
The Kory Wheeler Band (formerly “This is Luke”) will be performing. The cost for this gathering is $109.

More information can be found online at www.camplakestephens.com or email Russell Casteel, the program director, at russell@cam-
plakestephens.com.   To call for details, dial 662-234-3350. 
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2014 The Gathering  
Student Conference - “Mind Games” 
February 28, 2014 - March 2, 2014             
The Gathering Student Conference is a ministry designed for the  young 
people of the Mississippi United Methodist Conference. This event was for-
mally known as MYAC. It will take place February 28, 2014 - March 2, 2014 
at Christ United Methodist Church in Jackson, Mississippi. 

For more details and to register, visit the Mississippi Conference website at  
www.mississippi-umc.org.

Announcements:
Free Resources for Church Musicians, Worship Planners & Leaders  
This is a periodic newsletter of a variety of worship and music resources, links and events. Free download from GBOD. To down-
load, go to http://www.gbod.org/lead-your-church/resources-for-church-musicians.    

Apply Now for Grants from Young Clergy Initiative  
Applications for Young Clergy Initiative grants to develop  innovative projects of all sizes that could at-
tract young people to ordained ministry in the United Methodist Church can now be submitted. Learn 
more about the grants and to apply, visit http://www.explorecalling.org/yci/grant.       

Annual Conference 2014     
June 6-8, 2014
Bishop James E. Swanson, Sr., has announced that the 2014 session of the Mississippi Annual Conference will be held on June 6-8 
at the Jackson Convention Complex.

Employment Opportunities
• Coordinator of Congregational Development and Revitalization - New York Annual Conference  
Job Title:  Coordinator of Congregational Development and Revitalization
Department/Area:  Connectional Ministries
Reports to:     Director of Connectional Ministries
Direct Reports: None 
Classification: Regular Full-Time Exempt
The New York Annual Conference has extended the application deadline to November 30, 2013 for a Coordinator of Congre-
gational Development and Revitalization (CCDR) to provide visionary leadership in implementing strategies for planting new 
faith communities and revitalizing existing congregations.  A revised job description is listed below. As a member of the Extended 
Cabinet, the CCDR will work with congregations in the Annual Conference as well as Parish Development, the Bishop and the 
Cabinet. Base salary is $65-75,000, depending upon experience. The compensation package includes a housing allowance, full 
benefits and a reimbursement account. Start date is negotiable, but preference is early in 2014.
The ideal candidate will have a master’s degree and 3-5 years of experience in congregational development (or equivalent experi-
ence). 
To apply, email a cover letter and resume to “CCDR Search Committee” at jobs@nyac-umc.com.  Please do not call the Con-
ference office about this position.  Candidates without relevant congregational development experience or who do not submit 
both a cover letter and resume will not be considered.
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 Principal Duties or Tasks:
• Develop an intentional strategy for new church starts (using “Vision Bearers” and “PATH 1” programs) and offer creative re-
sourcing for these starts.
• Focuses on increasing the number of vital congregations that are effective in making disciples of Jesus Christ, utilizing programs 
such as “Vital Congregations/Incubator Training” and “Rethink Church.”
• Works with the Bishop and Cabinet to identify churches that should be targeted for growth, merger or closing.
• Works with Parish Development, Cabinet and Bishop in assessing locations for new ministry and possible areas of cooperation 
and shared ministry.
• Provides leadership, cross-communication, and identifies/positions resources for congregational development and revitaliza-
tion.
• Designs and facilitates workshops for local churches to foster revitalization and growth
• Champions a culture of welcome and inclusiveness throughout the Annual Conference.
• Provides assessment tools, analysis and interpretation of results for local church revitalization.
• Identifies, recruits and trains facilitators to work with local churches and pastors to foster organizational health, vitality and 
growth
• Leads efforts to help develop faith communities with emerging populations.
• Stays connected with the United Methodist network of Congregational Developers and keeps abreast of workshops offered, etc.
Qualifications:
• Master’s degree in theology/divinity (or equivalent field) preferred with 3-5 years of related experience and/or training
• Seasoned, experience-based knowledge of new faith community development.
• Ability to create and oversee organizational systems capable of implementing vision-based plans and practices.
• Experience in entrepreneurial leadership.
• Ability to identify and mentor effective organizational leaders.
• Knowledge of and personal commitment to the advancement of diversity (culture, race, ethnicity, gender, theology, etc.).
• Skill in organizational effectiveness
• Ability to build and lead teams.
• Skill in using Microsoft Office products, especially Word, Excel, Access and Outlook.
• Strong written and oral communication skills 
• Knowledge of and ability to utilize the latest communication technologies.
• Skill in public speaking and ability to deliver effective presentations to diverse audiences
• Willingness to work weekend and evening hours as needed; willingness and ability to travel by car as necessary to locations 
throughout the NYAC service area.

• Connectional Ministries Administrative Assistant
Purpose of Position
The administrative assistant is the welcoming presence of the Mississippi Annual Conference office through receiving guest and 
telephone calls.  This is the first person that guests encounter when attempting to connect with a staff person or department and 
therefore it is vital the person embodies hospitality.
Key Functions/Responsibilities
• Answer phones respond to inquiry or transfer to appropriate person on staff
• Receive, calendar requests and distribute to Communications
• Manage room assignment calendar
• Provide materials needed and requested by local church leaders
• Coordinate oversight for annual conference exhibit /display  area 
• Coordinate projects such as large mailings for Communications and Connectional Ministries
• Assist the Director of Communications and Connectional Ministries with basic filing and clerical duties 
• Provide administrative support for Connectional Ministries and Communications through coordinating committee meetings, 
travel itineraries (transportation, lodging, etc.)
• Oversee Administrative functions of the day-to-day activities of two multi-faceted ministry areas to ensure each office functions 
smoothly.  Manage projects, determine priorities, and maintain a high degree of professionalism and confidentiality, comfortably 
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taking initiative and exercising independent judgment to resolve issues.
• Organize events and prepare materials for meetings, training programs, community forums and conferences.  
• Request, gather information and data from the administrative team leaders, board and agency to assist in preparing annual 
reports, summaries for local, jurisdictional and general church.  
• Submit prepared materials for various print and web-based publications (i.e. annual journal).
Qualifications
• Demonstrates excellent customer service and interpersonal communication skills
• Evidences strong computer skills
• Possesses strong organizational skills
• Resolves problems in a timely manner
• Assesses and accommodates the needs of multiple projects
• Excels at working independently and as part of a team
• Maintains the integrity of the processes of the annual conference
• Understands United Methodist polity and structure
Deadline for application is Wednesday, November 20, at 4:30 p.m. Please send resumes and cover letters to: Mississippi Annual 
Conference, Attn: Rev. Dr. Connie Shelton, Director, 320-C Briarwood Drive, Jackson, MS 39206.
Or email: connie@mississippi-umc.org.

• Part-Time Youth Minister
McLaurin Heights United Methodist Church in Pearl, Mississippi is seeking a committed and motivated Christian as its part-time 
youth minister.  For more information on this ministry position, contact the Rev. Vicki Landrum at pastormhumc@bellsouth.
net, 325 Mary Ann Drive, Pearl, MS  39208, or call 601-939-2163.

  

Spinach-Tomato Quiche    
9” Pie shell
1 (10-ounce) box frozen, chopped spinach, cooked and 
drained
2 tablespoons of margarine
½ cup chopped onion 
1 clove garlic, minced
6 ounces of Swiss or Cheddar cheese, grated
3 eggs, slightly beaten
¾ cup milk
½ teaspoon salt
½ teaspoon basil
½ teaspoon celery salt
1 to 2 tomatoes, thinly sliced
1 tablespoon bread crumbs
1 tablespoon Parmesan cheese
Cook margarine, onion and garlic until soft.  Add spinach and cook dry.  Combine with spinach mixture in large bowl: 
cheese, eggs, salt, basil and celery salt.  Mix well and turn into pie shell.  Arrange thinly sliced tomato around edge of pie. 
Bake in preheated 425 degrees oven for 15 minutes, then 350 degrees for 10 minutes. Combine and sprinkle over tomatoes: 
bread crumbs and Parmesan cheese. Bake at 350 degrees for 10 more minutes. 

– Gerda Leek, “Loaves and Fishes” 
from St. Paul UMC in Ocean Springs, Mississippi



Submit to The Circuit Rider by Noon Each Monday
The Conference communication team looks forward to getting your stories and events for the next issue of 
The Circuit Rider, but the details are needed no later than noon each Monday the day before distribution 
on Wednesday.

There’s no guarantee that items received after the noon cut off will make the following Circuit Rider, so share 
your happenings soon. Send to: news@mississippi-umc.org.

Thanks in advance for helping tell the Mississippi United Methodist story!

Follow the Conference on Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/pages/The-Mississippi-United-Meth-
odist-Conference/436491529732524 and on Twitter at https://twitter.com/Mississippi_UMC.

Stay Connected with ConnecTText

Mississippi United Methodists with the ability to receive text messaging via phone are encouraged to sign up for ConnecTText.  
The service is another option for people to stay informed about important dates and other Conference happenings. 

To sign up for ConnecTText:
1. Remember, you must have the ability to get text messages on your phone.
2. From your mobile phone, text the letters UMC to the number 601-721-4468 and press send.
3. Wait a few seconds for a confirmation text and you’re connected!
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