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Learn how The POWER of We fuels our beliefs.  

A collection of stories that model each of The Mississippi Conference Core Values (tabs shown at 
left); love, generosity, justice and apprenticeship can be found at the links listed below.

LOVE:  Visit www.mississippi-umc.org/pages/detail/1412

GENEROSITY: Visit www.mississippi-umc.org/pages/detail/1413

JUSTICE: Visit www.mississippi-umc.org/pages/detail/1414

APPRENTICESHIP: Visit www.mississippi-umc.org/pages/detail/1415

Your  Connec t ion  to The Miss iss ipp i  Annua l  Conference

The Circuit Rider
Wednesday  |  August 6, 2014

‘Blessed to bless others’

Our Values

LOVE

GENEROSITY

JUSTICE

APPRENTICESHIP

T h e  P O W E R  o f  W e

This bag of fresh vegetables was made possible thanks to youth 

of Shuqualak-Asbury UMC.  To find out why they are thanking the 

Mississippi Conference for being able to give the food away, see 

story on page 3.

The mission of the 
Mississippi Annual 
Conference is to make 
disciples of Jesus Christ for 
the transformation of the 
world.

2014 Annual   
Conference Session 
Review
Visit the links below to view or 
download the following:

• 2014-2015 Mississippi Con-
ference Appointments: www.
mississippi-umc.org/pages/
detail/1376

• Special Annual Conference 
Edition of The Circuit Rider: 
www.mississippi-umc.org/
pages/detail/1443

• 2014 Annual Conference 
Photos: www.flickr.com/
photos/119483421@N02/

Share Your News in  
The Circuit Rider
For submission guidelines, visit 
www.mississippi-umc.org/
pages/detail/1418.
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Matthew 14: 22-33
New International Version (NIV)
Jesus Walks on the Water

22 Immediately Jesus made the disciples get into the boat and go on ahead of him to the other side, while he dismissed the crowd. 23 
After he had dismissed them, he went up on a mountainside by himself to pray. Later that night, he was there alone, 24 and the boat 
was already a considerable distance from land, buffeted by the waves because the wind was against it.

25 Shortly before dawn Jesus went out to them, walking on the lake. 26 When the disciples saw him walking on the lake, they were ter-
rified. “It’s a ghost,” they said, and cried out in fear.

27 But Jesus immediately said to them: “Take courage! It is I. Don’t be afraid.”

28 “Lord, if it’s you,” Peter replied, “tell me to come to you on the water.”

29 “Come,” he said.

Then Peter got down out of the boat, walked on the water and came toward Jesus.30 But when he saw the wind, he was afraid and, 
beginning to sink, cried out, “Lord, save me!”

31 Immediately Jesus reached out his hand and caught him. “You of little faith,” he said,“why did you doubt?”

32 And when they climbed into the boat, the wind died down. 33 Then those who were in the boat worshiped him, saying, “Truly you are 
the Son of God.” 

word POWER

Turning Toward Love
I was introduced to Henri J. M. Nouwen and his writings while I attended seminary. Here is a quote that 
calls me back to his book “With Open Hands.”

“If you are praying, you can’t help but have critical questions about the great problems the world is grap-
pling with, and you can’t get rid of the idea that a conversion is not only necessary for yourself and your 
neighbor, but for the entire human community.” This conversion of the world means ‘turning-around,’ a 
revolution, which can lead to renewal. Nouwen speaks to the sense of helplessness that we so often feel 
when we come face to face with problems, challenges and opportunities that overwhelm us and makes 
us feel like we are defeated before we begin.

In this office of bishop you see so many things that cause you to know just how much you need the 
strength and power of other Christians and most of all the power of the Holy Spirit. John Carmody’s 
words are so appropriate; “if there is one task that life sets us, one charge we must fulfill before we end 
our days, it is to love the whole world and labor for the whole world’s prospering, despite the finitude, evil 
and death afflicting each of the world’s parts.” Jesus calls us to love a world that often angers us, curses 
us and who wishes us nothing but bitterness and despair. We are so divided into camps now, even in 
the church. In fact, the prevailing climates tells us that to be concerned about community is to be weak and without convictions. It takes 
convictions to speak the truth in love and to not allow the hatred of others to make you hate them. Yet, I hear, “if you love only those 
who love you what reward have you.”

The Christian must remind him or herself that regardless how this world treats us, we are called to Godly actions and attitudes. We 
cannot slip into a tit for tat mode or even worse decide to quit “working the works of God who sent us.” As school begins again for 
thousands of children around Mississippi don’t let your disappointment with some actions or inaction of the nation, state, your church, 
an individual or an institution cause you to quit being a person of love, generosity, justice and living like an apprentice of Jesus. Look 
around at what God has provided and let’s see how we can move in a Godly way to bless children that need to see our good works and 
give glory to God. We must never lose sight of who is in charge of this world. I am reminded of the words of the Affirmation of Faith of 
the Korean Methodist Church, “We believe in the final triumph of righteousness…” Do you believe that? If so let’s love like that starting 
today.

Blessings,
Bishop James E. Swanson, Sr.

Bishop’s Journal
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Mission Grant Recipients Submit Witness Reports 
By Tamica Smith Jeuitt, Sr. Communications Specialist

Recipients of the Mississippi Conference’s 2013 Mission Grants recently 
submitted witness reports to the conference detailing how they used the 
funds.  Their deadline to do so was Monday, August 4, 2014.   The con-
ference awarded 63 grants in 2013 (totaling $118,255).  The funds were 
available thanks to the generosity of Mississippi United Methodists who are 
funding conference mission and ministry initiatives.  The youth ministry of 
Shuqualak-Asbury UMC was fortunate to receive a gift from the conference 
for roughly $2,200 to create a small community garden.  Darlene Avant led 
their charge.  According to her, their community has many elderly members 
who don’t drive. Their nearest grocery store is approximately 15 miles away.  
The distance is about the same to their nearest eatery, a convenience store 
that sells mostly fried foods.  Avant and the youth dreamed of offering the 
community a healthier option.  With the help of fellow United Methodists their 
dream is a reality.   The youth are growing squash, tomatoes, peas, peppers, 
butter beans, corn, greens and more vegetables in a garden located on Asbury UMC property.  

“We have been blessed to bless others,” said Avant.  “People can come by and get what they need and it does not cost them anything.”  
Avant adds, “This is transforming lives.  One of the ladies who came to us has started visiting our church.  She is not a member yet, but 
we are praying she will join us.” 

The Shuqualak-Asbury story represents the dozens of Mission Grant recipients living out the core values of the Mississippi Conference 
(love, generosity, justice and apprenticeship).  To view pictures from the start to finish of the Asbury Youth Ministry Garden, download 
PDF: http://origin.library.constantcontact.com/download/get/file/1102747532396-1865/Asbury+Youth+Ministry+Garden+Slide.
pdf. 

Those interested in applying for the 2014 Mission Grant should follow the Circuit Rider and other conference messaging for the an-
nouncement.  See the Stay Connected section of this newsletter for other ways to stay informed.

Photo right: Front row: Donovan Avant and Lakezia Hunt Back row: Kyra Avant, Eric Hunt, Javoris Hunt and Tobarius Burrage   

The POWER of We funded in part by your apportioned mission shares. 

Connecting

Bishops On the Move
Mark your calendars to attend events where Bishop James E. Swanson Sr. will be visiting in the upcoming days.

• August 9, 2014 (Saturday)
Brookhaven First United Methodist Church will host a day of discipleship at their ministry center and Bishop Swanson will teach a work-
shop and be the guest speaker during this event.

• August 10, 2014 (Sunday)
Bishop Swanson will preach at the 11:00 a.m. worship service at Pratt United Methodist Church in Jackson.

The Tishomingo County Cluster will have a 6:00 p.m. worship service at the Crow’s Neck Environment Education and Conference Cen-
ter in Tishomingo, Mississippi and Bishop Swanson will be the evangelist for this service.

• August 18, 2014 (Monday)
The 3 “L” Academy will be held at the Hilton Hotel on County Line Road in Jackson and Bishop Swanson will preach during opening 
worship at 9:30 a.m.

• August 24, 2014 (Sunday)
Bishop Swanson will be preaching at the 11:00 a.m. and 3:00 p.m. worship services at Red Oak United Methodist Church in Stock-
bridge, Georgia.

• August 31, 2014 (Sunday)
Bishop Swanson will be preaching at the 10:00 a.m. worship service at Journey of Faith United Methodist Church in Humble, Texas.
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Seven Sites Every United Methodist Should See 
United Methodist News Service (UMNS)

Photo right: Each spring, 114 tents are erected and leased to summer resi-
dents of Ocean Grove, N.J., a seaside community founded by Methodists in 
1869 as a camp meeting site.  Photo by Tracey James

World travelers may seek out pyramids, cathedrals and safari parks, but 
United Methodists have destinations across the globe that hold their own 
allure. Here are suggestions for seven fascinating places to visit. To read the 
full story, go to http://www.umc.org/who-we-are/seven-sites-every-united-
methodist-should-see.

Faith Communities

Independence UMC Blessing of the Backpacks 
Photo right: Children of Independence UMC are seen with their backpacks outside the 
church for the annual Blessing of the Backpack celebration. 

Independence UMC celebrated “Blessing of the Backpacks” on August 3, 2014.  The 
theme was “School is Starting. Change is on its Way!  Just Remember God’s Love and 
Follow in His Footsteps Each Day!”  This theme was carried throughout the Sunday 
school classes, a bulletin board in the vestibule, in the chancel area with a sunflower and 
pencil flower arrangement and in the sanctuary with worship.  During the children’s ser-
mon, the youngsters were presented with a backpack tag illustrating Jesus is their friend.  
The pastor of the church is Rev. Jim Glass.  Children of the church enjoyed vacation Bible 
school recently and are looking forward to celebrating Children’s Sabbath on August 17 
when Mike Duggar of the Methodist Children’s Home will be the guest speaker.

Pastor Makes Good  
on Challenge 
Photo left: Rev. Jim Glass braves a rush of cold water poured on him by VBS partici-
pants.   

The Rev. Jim Glass, pastor of Independence UMC, accepted the “cold-water” challenge 
on one stipulation; that the vacation Bible school kids would raise money for a Stop 
Hunger Now event at the church later in the year.  The children raised over $300 on the 
second day of school which won them the chance to dump a large cooler of ice water over 
Glass’ head.

Wesley UMW Present Back-to-School Program
Photo right: Meet the students who participated in the Wesley UMC’s back-to-school 
event.

Wesley United Methodist Church of Greenwood, Mississippi and its United Methodist 
Women held its annual back-to-school program on July 26, 2014. The theme was  “Strate-
gies for a Successful School Year.” Evangelist Jeanett Wilson spoke on the sub-theme: 
“Take Jesus with You.” There were 60 students in attendance and 20 adults. Special 
guests were the youth choir of McKinney Chapel M.B. Church, youth from the Snowden 
Jones Apartment Complex and members from the Zeta Amicae Auxiliary of Itta Bena, Mis-
sissippi.

All attendees received school supplies which were blessed by Rev. Steven Owens. Grab 
bags were also given to all the participants.
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Students

Mississippi and South Carolina  
United Methodist College Students 
Applications are being accepted now for 2015 Young Peoples’ Delegation to South Korea: 
Parallels of Justice; Pathways of Peace. College students who have a growing faith, a sense 
of adventure, and a desire to engage the world are wanted. This opportunity will span over a 
year.

Participants will retreat together on December 14, 2014 in Madison, Mississippi, gather with 
South Carolina college students in Atlanta, Georgia on Martin Luther King Jr. observance 
weekend (January 16-18), embark on an 11-day journey to South Korea in the summer of 
2015 (June 30-July 10) and will share stories with local churches in the fall of 2015. This 
experience will stretch participants in areas of faith, justice and leadership. They will make 
new friendships across the state, across the country and across the globe. They will get to 
encounter South Korea in churches, monasteries and places where South Korean college 
students are.

The young people will hear stories of joy, pain and hope, and get to share their stories with 
them. Students get to work together as a team all year long. Since it is being supported by the 
Mississippi Annual Conference of The United Methodist Church, the Peace with Justice Fund and others, student cost will be minimal 
($250). So, fill out the application and submit it soon.

Help spread the word to as many Mississippi United Methodist college students as possible! This is a one-of-a-kind, dual project with 
college students from South Carolina. If you would like an application, email Bruce Case at jbrucecase@gmail.com.

Freedom Rings for Happy Summer Scholars
By Kathy L. Gilbert, United Methodist News Service (UMNS)

For six weeks in 96 cities, freedom’s ring sounded a lot like a school bell for young 
scholars who were happy—happy!—to be at school in the summertime.

Hard to believe? Seeing and hearing is believing.

Laughter spilled out of the old sanctuary at Gordon Memorial United Methodist Church 
as excited children zoomed from one class to the next at Freedom School.

What’s not to love when they have teachers like Wil Taylor and Randy Taylor (no 
relation), who are asking them to put candy between their front teeth and repeat “red 
leather, yellow leather” as fast as they can for a lesson on the spoken word?

The two young men are members of Writers’ Block, a spoken-word group from Ten-
nessee State University. Their lesson? Practice makes you a better speaker.

And, science is much more fun when the teacher brings in owl pellets (vomit) to pick 
through to find digested rat bones.

“First the kids didn’t want to touch the owl pellets, and then they were finding bones. It’s like, ‘Miss Garlinda, this is a rat’s foot. This is 
so cool.’ And I thought, this is wonderful,” said an equally radiant and happy M. Garlinda Burton, project director for Freedom School at 
Gordon Memorial.  

Modeled after 1964 Freedom School
Funded by the Children’s Defense Fund, Freedom School is modeled after the 1964 Mississippi Freedom Schools held during the 
height of the civil rights struggle to link the importance of education and freedom.

Freedom Schools are in 29 states and 96 cities serving more than 11,500 children who come from the poorest ZIP codes in their areas. 
The schools help them learn to love to read and to value themselves as scholars.

“I love to read and Freedom School lets me read. And the teacher say I’m a good reader. I love that,” said Jonathan “J.B.” Sanford, 11, 
a scholar in the first-ever Freedom School held at Gordon.

College-age young adults are trained as servant leader interns and adults such as Burton, an ordained deaconess in The United Meth-
odist Church, are trained as site coordinators and project directors to provide supervision and administrative oversight.

‘I love to read’
“What really drew me to the program was the emphasis on reading,” said Dorian Townsend, site coordinator at Gordon Memorial.

To view Freedom School slide show, go to http://um-
cmedia.org/umns/2014/freedom-school-slideshow/.
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“I want them to leave saying ‘I love to read.’ I want them to leave telling their friends, telling their families about all these great books 
they’ve read,” she said. She also wants parents to read to their children and understand how important that is to their success in school.

The young scholars are getting that message and the servant leaders are learning to be mentors.

“I just want to show them a good role model, especially the females, to let them know that it’s possible for them to go to college, get a 
good education. And reading is fun. We have a time where we just drop everything and read,” said Tatyana Haddock, one of the servant 
leader interns at Gordon.

“I see success as the children going into their classroom during the school year and actually helping other students become better read-
ers, better people in the community, helping out their family and ultimately helping out their community and then the world,” Haddock 
said.

Damani Covington, 14, who was encouraged in Freedom School to develop a petition opposing the death penalty, said, “I want to be a 
lawyer and some of our Read-Aloud guests were lawyers. It was exciting to see women already doing what I want to do. They were like 
role models.”

Nourishing hearts and bodies
Every morning starts with “Harambee!” a 30-minute singing, dancing celebration designed to affirm the value of each child. During the 
day, the children receive two meals and a healthy snack.

William Finley, 11, said, “My favorite part was the food and games, but my next favorite part was music and planning our ending show. 
We wrote some good songs.”

“The curriculum focuses on culturally inclusive imagery and culturally inclusive messages that speak to the hearts and the lives of the 
students, which in turn allows them to be excited about reading versus being detracted by it,” said Charles L. Chavis Jr., another ser-
vant leader at Gordon.

The Freedom Schools are offered at no cost to the child or parent.

“I believe that this Freedom School is going to push our community and our people here at Gordon Memorial, and folk that we are 
involved in and invest this time in, to be actors in the community around education and economics,” said the Rev. Vance P. Ross, senior 
pastor.

“It is my hope and prayer that after the summer ends we will have a Freedom School sort of ministry happening on Saturdays and 
maybe through the week. And then next year we’ll do the Freedom School again during the summer,” he said.

Challenging poverty and hunger
Burton sees Freedom Schools as an opportunity to get to the root causes of poverty and hunger.

“I think we can address the issues of a lack of affordable housing and healthcare because once you begin to see those people beyond 
your comfort zone as brothers and sisters in Christ, you can’t leave them hungry when you know their names, when you know their 
stories and when you see the love of God in their faces.” She calls it “a Methodist thing.”

“That’s why I became United Methodist. ... I stay Methodist because I believe that’s our theme. Our theme is bringing our faith into ac-
tion.”

Gilbert is a multimedia news reporter for United Methodist News Service. Contact her at 615-742-5470 or newsdesk@umcom.org.

Save the Date  |  Announcements

Free Webinar “Planning for Advent”
August 7, 2014

Beginning at 7:30 p.m. central time, this webinar will provide an overview of key themes of the season of Advent and the Scriptures of 
the season. For details, visit www.gbod.org/resources/planning-for-advent-2014.

Early Bird Deadline for “Revitup! ... For a Lifetime in Ministry” Event for Young Clergy
August 8, 2014

This event in Atlanta for young clergy, ages 25-39, is sponsored by the United Methodist Board of Pension and Health Benefits. The 
focus is on financial and leadership skills. The event will take place Monday-Wednesday, September 15-17. The fee will be $119 for 
those who register before August 8. For details, visit www.gbophb.org/events/revitup/.  

Day of Discipleship at Brookhaven First UMC
August 9, 2014

Laity and clergy are welcome and encouraged to participate in the Day of Discipleship at Brookhaven First United Methodist Church 
from 8:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. This event is worth ½ of a continuing education unit (CEU) credit for all clergy with complete participation.
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To view the brochure, go to http://msumc.s3.amazonaws.com/3504775FCB014249AC03BC29CEB18519_2014%20Day%20of%20
Discipleship.pdf.  

Attendees will benefit from workshops related to several aspects of the local church led by Bishop James E. Swanson, Sr., Rev. Steve 
Casteel, Rev. Tim Thompson, Rev. Carolyn Webster, Connie Felter, Lorie Sisk, Mike Howington, Rev. Mike Hicks and Rev. Henderson 
Rasberry.

Walden Chapel UMC Revival Services
August 10-13, 2014

Walden Chapel United Methodist Church will have a revival from Sunday, August 10 through Wednesday, August 13 beginning at 
7:30 nightly. The theme for the revival is “It’s Time for a Change” and the Scripture focus will be Romans 8:28.

The evangelists for each night are as follows:
• Sunday - Rev. Dr. Nathaniel Christian, pastor of Goodman Missionary Baptist Church
• Monday - Rev. Kevin Carter, pastor of Canton United Methodist Church
• Tuesday - Rev. Leon Cooper, pastor of Walden Chapel United Methodist Church
• Wednesday - Rev. Ozell Landfair, Jr., pastor of Epworth United Methodist Church

The church is located at 308 Franklin Road in Goodman, Mississippi. For more information call the church at 662.472.2868 or Rev. 
Leon Cooper at 601.604.1879.

The Miracles at Galloway Memorial United Methodist Church
August 14, 2014

The Miracles, a nationally renowned choir, will perform a special program at Galloway Memorial United Methodist Church in Jackson 
on August 14 at 12:00 p.m. The Miracles choir is comprised of 25 men and women who live at the Baddour Center, a community for 
adults with intellectual disabilities in Senatobia, Mississippi.

The Miracles travel over 15,000 miles and perform more than 80 concerts annually. Most recently they have performed on the television 
show “Focus on the Family” in Colorado Springs and before the U. S. Senate in Washington, D.C.

The luncheon at Galloway will begin at 11:30 a.m. in the activity center. The luncheon cost $7 per person and required reservations 
may be made by calling the church office at 601.353.9691 by Monday, August 11. Those who cannot come for lunch are welcome 
to attend this wonderful program that is open to the public. Galloway Memorial UMC is located at 305 North Congress in Jackson, Mis-
sissippi.  

Now Accepting Applications!
Clergy Coach Training: Preparation for ICF Certification
Application Deadline: August 15

The clergy lifelong learning office at the General Board of Higher Education and Ministry (GBHEM) is offering an exciting online continu-
ing education opportunity beginning in January 2015. Clergy Coach Training: Preparation for ICF Certification is offered in partnership 
with Rev. Dr. Val Hastings, MCC from the Coaching4Clergy group. This new program focuses on the development of coaching skills for 
effective congregational and clergy leadership and will consist of 16 clergy (i.e., elders, deacons and licensed local pastors) with more 
than five years full-time ministerial experience. These participants will be prepared to meet the standards for the Associate Certified 
Coach credential conferred by the International Coach Federation. These requirements include:       

• 60 hours of coach specific training through online classes (including seven hours of a group practice lab)
• 100 hours of client coaching experience
• 10 hours of work with a mentor coach (seven hours of group mentoring coaching and three hours of individual UME endorsed mentor 
coaching)

Once these leaders are trained and credentialed, GBHEM expects them to serve the church in the role of credentialed coaches. The 
total cost of the program is $2,500. Participants will be responsible for paying $1,700 of the tuition. Installment payments are available.  
GBHEM will provide a scholarship of $800 per participant. 

If you have any questions or would like to submit a program application, please contact the clergy lifelong learning office by going to 
http://coachginger.com/gbhem-groups/.

3 “L” Academy 
Learning, Living and Leading Stewardship  
by Connecting and Sharing Your Time, Talents, Gifts, Service and Witness

Sponsored by:  
Mississippi Conference Board of Pension
August 18-19, 2014
Hilton Jackson, County Line Road
Jackson, Mississippi
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The academy will provide an opportunity to explore clergy benefits, financial planning, stewardship education and connectionalism as 
the participants lead the denomination in Mississippi and to accomplish the mission of The United Methodist Church: The mission of 
the Church is to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world. Local churches provide the most significant arena 
through which disciple-making occurs.

For brochure and registration visit: www.mississippi-umc.org/pages/detail/790.

Vincent Chapel Host Revival
August 18-22, 2014

Vincent Chapel United Methodist Church in North Carrollton, Mississippi will begin a week-long revival on Monday, August 18 and 
end on Friday, August 22. The revival theme is “The Power of The Holy Spirit Reviving Our Hearts, Mind and Will -- causing change 
in our Lives, Homes, Churches and Communities!” It is based on John 14:26. Rev. James E. Forrest, pastor of Binford Chapel UMC in 
Duck Hill will be the guest evangelist for revival services that will begin at 7:30 nightly.

For more information contact Rev. Annie Falls Williams at 662.417.8040 or annwilliams2@bellsouth.net.

St. Mary’s UMC Launches First Women Conference
August 22, 2014

St. Mary’s United Methodist Church will hold their first women’s conference Friday, August 22. The theme is “A Virtuous Woman” and 
is based off of Proverbs 31:10. Regina Jenkins-Dixon of Walking Upright Ministry will be the speaker for this event.

St. Mary’s UMC is located at 3009 Harmony Road in Crystal Springs.  For more details contact Mattie Jones at 601.810.8072.

Clergy/Lay Academy With Dr. Brent Strawn
August 22- 23, 2014

On Friday, August 22, 2014 at Oxford University United Methodist Church, Rev. Dr. Brent Strawn, Old Testament professor from Can-
dler School of Theology-Emory, will lead the New Albany District clergy in a day’s session titled, “The Old Testament Is Dying: A Diag-
nosis and Recommended Treatment.” Participants should plan to arrive by 9:00 a.m. for registration and coffee. The program will begin 
at 9:30 a.m. and conclude by 3:30 p.m.  Some suggested readings from Strawn before the academy are: “Wondrous Depth” by Ellen 
Davis, “Spirituality of the Psalms” by Walter Brueggemann, “Message of the Psalms” by Walter Brueggemann and “Awed to Heaven, 
Rooted to Earth” by Walter Brueggemann. A book table from Cokesbury will be available for the academy. All clergy are welcome to at-
tend and ½ of a continuing education unit (CEU) is available for the day’s event. There is no pre-registration.        

On Saturday, August 23, 2014 Strawn will speak to the laity from 9:30 a.m. until 3:30 p.m. and will target his instruction to “Reading 
and Praying the Old Testament: From Easy Parts to Hard Parts and Back Again.” This academy will be especially helpful for lay minis-
ters, Sunday school teachers and Bible study leaders, but all laity are encouraged to attend.

There is a $30 fee and this may be paid the day of the program or may be mailed in advance to the district office at P.O. Box 686, New 
Albany, MS 38652. Checks should be made out to the New Albany District and earmarked “clergy/lay academy.” Strawn’s biography is 
available at www.nadist.org. A short portion of it is below:

Strawn has a special interest in ancient Near Eastern iconography, the Dead Sea Scrolls, Israelite religion, comparative Semitic philol-
ogy, legal traditions of the Old Testament and Old Testament theology. Strawn is on the editorial board of the Catholic Biblical Quarterly 
and the Journal of Biblical Literature. He is an ordained elder in The United Methodist Church in the North Georgia Conference.

East/West Jackson Districts’ UMW Present ‘Mini’ Mission u
August 23, 2014

United Methodist Women of the East and West Jackson Districts will hold their 2014 Mini Mission u on August 23, 2014, at Shiloh Unit-
ed Methodist Church. This year’s studies include: “How Is It with Your Soul?” and “The Church and People with Disabilities: Awareness, 
Accessibility and Advocacy.”  Both studies will offer great opportunities to broaden spiritual growth and knowledge about the issues that 
persons with disabilities face on a daily basis. Books will be available for purchase the day of the event for $10 each, and do not need 
to be paid for in advance. However, we ask that attendees preregister to ensure an accurate amount of books are available. Registra-
tion is $5 and lunch will be provided for $10 (must register by August 9 for lunch). Please visit the East Jackson District UMW website at 
www.eastjacksonumw.org for more information or contact Melba Watkins at 601.845.7922 or jimwatkins@windstream.net.
Symposium on “Understanding Human Trafficking: From Awareness to Action,”
August 23, 2014

This event will be held from 8:30 a.m. to 3:00 p.m., and is sponsored by Frankfort District United Methodist Men and United Methodist 
Women at Frankfort (Kentucky) First United Methodist Church, 211 E. Washington St. $16. For details, visit www.kyumc.org/events/
detail/2459. 

Sunday School . . . Seriously!
August 24, 2014

As one of the primary small-group settings in the church, adult Sunday school provides unique opportunities for participants to make 
life-long friends, to grow in discipleship and to minister to each other in a personal setting. St. Matthew’s UMC at 7427 Old Canton Road 
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in Madison will host its annual Adult Sunday School Teacher Training on Sunday, August 24, 2014 from 2:00 p.m. until 5:00 p.m. This 
afternoon of training titled, “Sunday School . . . Seriously,” seeks to give the leaders of these special groups the practical resources they 
will need to meet these goals.

Sunday School . . . Seriously! will consist of these three concurrent sessions:

• Evaluating and Advancing Your Class’ Discipleship - Led by Rev. Dr. Sam Morris, who is a retired elder in the Mississippi Conference
• Presentations 101: So Many Ways to Do the Same Thing! - Led by Rev. Frank Haynes from Christ UMC
• Resources: Inside and Outside the Student Book - Led by Blair Bingham from Galloway UMC

Participants will be able to rotate through each of the three sessions during the course of the training.

Dan Parker, Cokesbury representative, will host an on-site Cokesbury store, which will be open at approximately 1:45 p.m. and remain 
open during the entire training.

Registration is encouraged and will be accepted through Wednesday, August 20. Participants can register by calling the church at 
601.856.7581 or by contacting either David Carroll at david@stm-umc.org or Melissa Grantham at melissagrantham@aol.com.

The emPOWERed, Accountable, Collaborative Leadership Conference for Laity and Clergy
September 20, 2014 

To register for this event, go to www.mississippi-umc.org/events/detail/1336.

UNASHAMED Youth Event
October 25, 2014

The Mississippi Annual Conference cordially invites all young people (6th   
Grade through 12th Grade) to its youth conference held in conjunction with 
the 2014 Convocation on the Black Church. The previous years have been 
an enormous success with vibrant guest speakers, activities and inspiring 
worship that generated chat on social media. This year’s event promises the 
same, while encouraging youth to live UNASHAMED as disciples of Christ 
for transformation of the world. 

Don’t miss “UNASHAMED: Youth Living Boldly for Christ,” October 25, 
2014, at Brandon First UMC in Brandon, Mississippi.  Registration begins at 
9:00 a.m.  The event starts at 10:00 a.m. and ends at 3:30 p.m. Registration 
cost is $20 for each participant.  Lunch will be served. 

For more information contact Bernice Sykes at bysykes@att.net  or Angela 
Griffin at angela@mississippi-umc.org.
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Student Ministry Initiative (SMI) Leadership Development   
November 7-8, 2014 

For more information on this event, go to www.mississippi-umc.org/events/detail/1346.  

The Gathering 
February 27 - March 1, 2015
Christ UMC in Jackson, Mississippi

The Lord moved in powerful ways at The Gathering 2014. We are praying for 
God to move even bigger in 2015!

Mark your calendars! Rev. William Rambo, associate pastor at the Orchard 
United Methodist Church in Tupelo and Bishop James E. Swanson, Sr., epis-
copal leader of the Mississippi Area are both amazing communicators and 
will be the guest speakers at the Gathering 2015. Worship leader, Steve Fee, 
will bring energy even higher than before. Amena Brown will bring a power-
ful experience with her spoken word art. A dance crew that has performed all 
around the country at youth camps and NBA half-time shows, Remote Kon-
trol, will be here! This will be an amazing weekend! You don’t want to miss it.

Non-refundable registration costs:
$55 Early Bird Registration (paid online or postmarked by January 21, 2015)
$60 Regular Registration (paid online or postmarked by February 16, 2015)
$65 Late Registration (paid online or postmarked after February 16, 2015)

Provide payment in advance by check to the conference office.

To register for The Gathering 2015, go to www.signup4.net/Public/ap.aspx. Contact Mike Howington, Mississippi Conference youth 
and families coordinator at 601.354.0515 for additional information and details about available scholarships.

Barbecue Hamburger (Sloppy Joes)  

Brown ground beef and chopped onion. Add mixture of remaining ingredients. 
Simmer 20 minutes. Serve on hamburger buns. Note: If you like a “saucier” mix, 
last five ingredients can be doubled.

— Marilyn Grigg, from “Loaves and Fishes,” a collection of favorites  from St. Paul UMC in Ocean Springs, Mississippi

Methodist Tested Recipes

1 lb. ground beef
1 medium onion
1 tablespoon brown sugar
1 tablespoon vinegar

1 tablespoon Worcestershire sauce
1 teaspoon dry mustard
½ cup chili sauce

Have a recipe that is too good to keep to yourself? Share it with our Circuit Rider readers. Email your favorite recipes to 
news@mississippi-umc.org.
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As a courtesy to the Mississippi Annual Conference, job announcements from across the United Methodist connection are featured in 
The Circuit Rider. To submit an employment notice, send an email to news@mississipppi-umc.org.  Postings are not guaranteed to 
appear more than once in this newsletter. Read a description of job opening(s) listed below.

• Part-time Pianist, Magee First UMC
Magee First UMC is seeking a part-time pianist.  This position includes accompanying a regular weekly Sunday morning service and weekly 
Wednesday night sanctuary choir rehearsal.  Prior church-related music service is preferred.  Audition required.  Please send resumes to the 
church at 226 First Avenue NW, Magee, MS  39111 or e-mail firstumcmagee@bellsouth.net.

• Part-time Pianist, St. Luke’s UMC
St. Luke’s United Methodist Church, a growing congregation with a very active music ministry in the heart of the Fondren Neighborhood of 
Jackson, Mississippi seeks to hire a pianist immediately. 

The pianist is responsible for the following:

1. Weekly offertories and hymns
2. Adult choir accompanist; children’s choir accompanist; includes playing for weekly choir rehearsals and other special rehearsal as needed
3. Accompany other music groups, solos, etc. as needed
4. Attend music staff meetings

Compensation is commensurate with experience and is negotiable.

You may inquire about the position by phone at 601.362.6381 or send resumes to info@stlukesjackson.org or by mail to St. Luke’s United 
Methodist Church, 621 Duling Avenue, Jackson, MS 39216.

• Part-time Organist, St. Luke’s UMC
St. Luke’s United Methodist Church, a growing congregation with a very active music ministry in the heart of the Fondren Neighborhood of 
Jackson, Mississippi seeks to hire a church organist immediately. 

The organist is responsible for the following:

1. Weekly preludes, hymns, responses and postludes
2. Occasional choral anthems, solos, etc. as requested by director; includes playing for rehearsals as needed
3. Playing for yearly Christmas cantata
4. Substitute for pianist, in case of absence
5. Attend music staff meetings

Compensation is commensurate with experience and is negotiable.

You may inquire about the position by phone at 601.362.6381 or send resumes to info@stlukesjackson.org or by mail to St. Luke’s United 
Methodist Church, 621 Duling Avenue, Jackson, MS 39216.

• Director of Music, Poplar UMC
We are seeking an individual who will utilize music and other worship arts to glorify God by providing varied and different opportunities of 
worship for the congregation of Collierville United Methodist Church in the Poplar Sanctuary, and to encourage individuals and groups to ex-
press and grow in their Christian faith through the offering of their various gifts and talents to God in mission and ministry. This individual shall 
oversee the designing, planning, organizing, coordinating, conducting and evaluating of all aspects of the music ministry of Collierville United 
Methodist Church in the Poplar Sanctuary. They shall be a committed Christian disciple who is committed to the mission and ministry of Col-
lierville United Methodist Church, “to know Christ and to make Him known,” and to the vision set forth by its pastoral leadership. They shall be 
willing to serve and work with others in team ministry settings and must have a bachelor’s degree in music, and preferably a master’s degree 
in music.

He or she must also have rudimentary proficiency (at least) in keyboard and in other instruments. Lastly, he or she must have appropriate 
experience in the area of music ministry in a local church setting; must have experience in choral and orchestral direction. For more informa-
tion and to learn how to apply, contact Rev. Kristofer Roof by email at kroof@colliervilleumc.org. 

• Connectional Ministries Administrative Assistant - Mississippi Annual Conference
SUMMARY
The administrative assistant serves as the initial point of contact for visitors and callers to the conference office, and provides administrative 
and office support to the Director of Communications and Connectional Ministries, and other conference staff as required. 

ESSENTIAL FUNCTIONS:
• Answer telephone calls and respond to inquiry or transfer calls as appropriate.
• Receive guests who come to the Conference office.
• Provide assistance to the Conference staff to ensure efficiency of daily operations.
• Keep check on departmental inventory and place orders in a timely manner.

Employment 
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• Manage room assignment calendar.
• Provide materials needed and requested by church leaders.
• Organize materials for meetings, training programs, community forums and conferences.
• Coordinate oversight for Annual Conference exhibit/display area.
• Submit prepared materials for various print and Web-based publications (i.e. annual journal).
• Compile information and data to assist in the preparation of annual reports and summaries for local, jurisdictional, and general church enti-

ties.

MINIMUM REQUIREMENTS:
• High school diploma and five years of previous experience in an office setting with increasing responsibility required. May be substituted with 

Associate degree in Business Office Management, or similar area, and two years of experience.
• Demonstrated proficient use of MS Office and Internet, with ability to operate basic office equipment.
• Ability to communicate effectively, orally and in writing, with excellent customer service and interpersonal skills.
• Must be highly organized with capacity for multitasking, working independently, and as part of a team.
• Must be willing to help maintain the integrity of Conference processes.
• Knowledge of and/or willingness to learn the Mississippi Annual Conference organization as well as United Methodist polity and structure.

HOURS/COMPENSATION:
This is a full time non-exempt position. The compensation will be commensurate with experience.

APPLICATIONS FOR THE POSITION:
Applications for this position will be received by email only. Email your letter of intent and resume to connie@mississippi-umc.org. Deadline 
for application is August 15, 2014.

• Mississippi Annual Conference Postion Openings 
On June 7, The Mississippi Annual Conference of The United Methodist Church approved a new organizational structure. The new structure 
is a framework to more intentionally organize and align the work of staff, boards, agencies and committees to be more responsive to the 
movement of the Holy Spirit and join God’s mission in the world. Our purpose:

The Mississippi Annual Conference—empowered by love, generosity, justice and apprenticeship—forms spiritual leaders, faith communities 
and connections so more disciples of Jesus Christ transform the world.

While keeping our values at our core, we – as an annual conference – are primarily responsible for forming spiritual leaders, forming vital faith 
communities and connecting ministries, all of which are supported through networking ideas, telling our stories and administrative ministry. 
The new structure depicts the authority of annual conference and core functional leadership roles that will help us better live out The POWER 
of We.

Below the job descriptions for two new positions for leaders who will play key roles in the new structure. We invite you to share these job de-
scriptions with everyone you know who may have gifts, grace and skill sets that align with the needs presented in the postings. We trust God 
is calling these two persons into these positions so that we may join God’s mission in the world.

• Director of Forming Faith Communities Position Description
The Director of Forming Faith Communities will serve the Mississippi Annual Conference by working to establish new congregations, helping 
to lead existing congregations in becoming revitalized, and giving guidance to struggling congregations seeking to remain viable. Undergirding 
these efforts will be the Conference’s core values of Love, Generosity, Justice, and Apprentices of Discipleship.

ESSENTIAL FUNCTIONS:
• Work with district leaders to identify areas needing new faith communities expected to develop into chartered congregations within 6-8 years.
• Work with district leaders to establish expected benchmarks for new congregations, and ensuing accountability if new congregations estab-
lish a pattern of falling below the benchmarks.

• Work with district leaders to ensure that new church pastors and their teams receive the initial training and ongoing support, coaching, re-
sourcing, and supervision necessary to establish and sustain vital communities of faith.

• Work with district leaders in discerning congregations with high potential and a readiness to become more vital if provided appropriate inter-
vention and support, and then identifying what intervention and support are appropriate.

• Work with the Mississippi United Methodist Foundation to establish the Vital Congregations Endowment Fund, and assist local churches in 
developing an endowment strategy.

• Serve as a broker for a variety of resources (e. g. Vacation Bible School and Sunday School curricula) that may help congregations become 
more vital and sustainable.

• Work with district leaders in identifying congregations evidencing a declining pattern of missional effectiveness and financial sustainability, 
and those with the greatest potential for creative interventions.

• Work with district leaders in exploring intervention options for struggling congregations.

MINIMUM QUALIFICATIONS:
• Master’s degree in Christian Ministry or Bachelor’s degree in related area and five years of experience in Vital Christian ministry.
• Demonstrated effective leadership and participation in new and vital Christian ministry. 
• Demonstration of an understanding of and ability to work with diverse congregations. 
• Demonstration of effective use of leading edge technology through development and analysis of statistical and demographic data including, 
but not limited, to Mission Insite and Vital Signs. 

• Ability to work in harmony as a member of a larger staff. 
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• Demonstrated effective verbal and written communication skills. 
• Demonstrated competency in United Methodist history, polity, and theology.

CONFERENCE COMMITTEE PARTNERSHIPS:
New Church Development, Revitalization, Parish and Community Development, Small Membership Church, Urban Ministry, Multicultural and 
Ethnic Outreach, Native American Ministry, and Hispanic Ministries as they currently exist will be reformulated into one committee with work-
ing sub committees for each area in compliance with the Discipline. 

THE IDEAL CANDIDATE WILL:
• Embody passion for seeing the Kingdom of God expand vigorously in our state and world. 
• Demonstrate the heart of an evangelist. 
• Cast vision. 
• Practice daily disciplines of prayer and scripture reading/reflection for the work of the Kingdom. 
• Engage as a coach/mentor/teacher/good listener.
• Identify and recruit talent, and train leaders. 
• Possess an entrepreneurial spirit and heart. 
• Understand and evidence gifts in stewardship emphasis and fund raising.

HOURS/SALARY:
This is a full time exempt position. The salary will be commensurate with experience.

APPLICATIONS FOR THIS POSITION:
Applications for this position will be received by email only. Email your letter of intent and resume to Angela Griffin, angela@mississippi-
umc.org. The deadline for applications is September 15, 2014.

• Associate Director of Spiritual Leadership
SUMMARY:
The Associate Director of Spiritual Leadership works with the Director of Spiritual leadership and office of Spiritual Leadership, The Presiding 
Bishop, Conference Staff, Conference boards and agencies, and laity of the MS Annual Conference. The primary goal of this position is to 
encourage leadership in the local church as it reflects the core values (love, generosity, justice and apprenticeship) of the MS Annual Confer-
ence by providing leadership training events, best practices and resources of the laity of the local church.

MINIMUM REQUIREMENTS:
• Lay person with a United Methodist background preferred. 
• Bachelor’s degree minimum; theological religious studies degree optional. 
• Experience in the field of leadership development preferred.

THE IDEAL CANDIDATE WILL HAVE:
• Passion for coaching, mentoring, and training laity in leadership excellence.
• Personal relationship skills and ability to work in a cooperative relationship with Director and office of Spiritual leadership as well as Confer-

ence staff, boards, agencies, laity and clergy. 
• Experience and skill in responding to and working with multiple constituencies. 
• Willingness to participate in United Methodist professional associations, on jurisdictional and general church level. 
• Ability to develop and manage a budget. 
• Knowledge of and/or willingness to learn the Mississippi Annual Conference organization and the operation of all levels of the connection- lo-

cal church, district, and conference-, its theology, structure and mission. 
• Effective interpersonal, oral, written and social media skills. 
• Participate in on-going spiritual growth opportunities. 
• Proficiency in computer/software usage Primary Responsibilities.
• Model, teach and share resources relevant to Spiritual leadership excellence. 
• Guide our faith communities in ministry with and among diverse communities outside the church walls. 
• Provide resources, coaching, training and equipping for leadership, cultural, ethnic diverse ministries and faith communities of the MS An-

nual Conference. 
• Teach in district workshops as invited. 
• Provide continuing theological formation in the Wesleyan tradition. 
• Develop skills to effectively lead the church to make disciples of Jesus Christ.
• Maintain awareness of and provide resources consistent with the highest standards of Christian Leadership such as resources provided by 

the General Board of Discipleship; other Church leadership institutions and exemplary initiatives of other Annual Conferences.
• Resource and train laity and clergy leaders in small, mid-size and large membership churches in joint learning experiences.

HOURS/RESPONSIBILITIES:
This is a full time exempt position. The salary will be commensurate with experience.

APPLICATIONS FOR THIS POSITION:
Applications will be received by email only. Email your letter of intent and resume’ to ministerial@mississippi-umc.org. Deadline for ap-
plication is August 15, 2014.
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Stay Connected

www.facebook.com/pages/The-Mississippi-United-Methodist-Conference/436491529732524

https://twitter.com/Mississippi_UMC

www.youtube.com/channel/UCSRtxv_Kix8IbYuHKRMLIjg

www.flickr.com/photos/119483421@N02/

Stay Connected with ConnecTText
Mississippi United Methodists with the ability to receive text messaging via phone are encouraged to sign up for ConnecTText. 
The service is another option for people to stay informed about important dates and other conference happenings.

To sign up for ConnecTText:
1. Remember, you must have the ability to get text messages on your phone.
2. From your mobile phone, text the letters ‘MSUMC’ to the number 95577 and press send.
3. Wait a few seconds for a confirmation text and you’re connected!

Mississippi Conference’s Mobile App—MY MSUMC 
MY MSUMC—the Mississippi Conference of The United Methodist Church’s official mobile app—is available at no cost on all iPhone, 
Android, Galaxy and Blackberry phones and their corresponding pads and tablets.

MY MSUMC allows easy access to the latest conference events, local UM news and The Circuit Rider. The MY MSUMC app presents 
users with a unique opportunity to interact with the conference by submitting prayer requests, recording audio of personal testimonies 
and posting comments via facebook and twitter. Plus, the ‘Our Districts’ feature shows a comprehensive list of district contact informa-
tion and even directions from the user’s current location—all from a mobile smart phone or tablet device.

Feel free to leave a comment about the app on the Mississippi United Methodist Conference facebook and twitter pages.


