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Learn how The POWER of We fuels our beliefs.  

A collection of stories that model each of The Mississippi Conference Core Values (tabs shown at 
left); love, generosity, justice and apprenticeship can be found at the links listed below.

LOVE:  Visit www.mississippi-umc.org/pages/detail/1412

GENEROSITY: Visit www.mississippi-umc.org/pages/detail/1413

JUSTICE: Visit www.mississippi-umc.org/pages/detail/1414

APPRENTICESHIP: Visit www.mississippi-umc.org/pages/detail/1415

Your  Connec t ion  to The Miss iss ipp i  Annua l  Conference

The Circuit Rider
Wednesday  |  July 9, 2014

“We’ve Got the POWER!”

Our Values

LOVE

GENEROSITY

JUSTICE

APPRENTICESHIP

T h e  P O W E R  o f  W e

Rev. David Schultz (center) a songwriter recently performed his 

song The POWER of We that was inspired by the Mississippi 

Annual Conference theme. Also pictured are Rev. Amy Roller (left) 

and Rev. Paula Milo-Moultrie. To read the full story and get links 

to the music, lyrics and find out where to share your recording of 

the song, see page 3.

The mission of the 
Mississippi Annual 
Conference is to make 
disciples of Jesus Christ for 
the transformation of the 
world.

2014 Annual   
Conference Session 
Review
Visit the links below to view or 
download the following:

• 2014-2015 Mississippi Con-
ference Appointments: www.
mississippi-umc.org/pages/
detail/1376

• Special Annual Conference 
Edition of The Circuit Rider: 
www.mississippi-umc.org/
pages/detail/1443

• 2014 Annual Conference 
Photos: www.flickr.com/
photos/119483421@N02/

Share Your News in  
The Circuit Rider
For submission guidelines, visit 
www.mississippi-umc.org/
pages/detail/1418.
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Matthew 13:1-9
New International Version (NIV)
The Parable of the Sower

1 That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat by the lake. 2 Such large crowds gathered around him that he got into a boat and 
sat in it, while all the people stood on the shore. 3 Then he told them many things in parables, saying: “A farmer went out to sow his 
seed. 4 As he was scattering the seed, some fell along the path, and the birds came and ate it up. 5 Some fell on rocky places, where it 
did not have much soil. It sprang up quickly, because the soil was shallow. 6 But when the sun came up, the plants were scorched, and 
they withered because they had no root. 7 Other seed fell among thorns, which grew up and choked the plants. 8 Still other seed fell on 
good soil, where it produced a crop—a hundred, sixty or thirty times what was sown. 9 Whoever has ears, let them hear.”

Matthew 13:18-23
18 “Listen then to what the parable of the sower means: 19 When anyone hears the message about the kingdom and does not under-
stand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what was sown in their heart. This is the seed sown along the path. 20 The seed falling 
on rocky ground refers to someone who hears the word and at once receives it with joy. 21 But since they have no root, they last only a 
short time. When trouble or persecution comes because of the word, they quickly fall away. 22 The seed falling among the thorns refers 
to someone who hears the word, but the worries of this life and the deceitfulness of wealth choke the word, making it unfruitful. 23 But 
the seed falling on good soil refers to someone who hears the word and understands it. This is the one who produces a crop, yielding a 
hundred, sixty or thirty times what was sown.”

word POWER

Greetings,

I offer you this news article that includes my views on social media. I hope you enjoy it and like me on Facebook at Bishop James E. 
Swanson, Sr. and then follow the conference social media sites that can be accessed in the ‘Stay Connected’ section in this newsletter.

Blessings,
Bishop James E. Swanson, Sr.

Be a Social Witness:
Bishop Swanson Speaks on Ministering Through Social Media
By Jasmine Haynes, Web and Social Media Specialist

Social media not only feeds the curiosity of those hungry for entertainment news, but it also 
strengthens the connection between people and their desire to know more about faith-based 
matters. According to a report by the Barna Group, a non-profit organization that conducts 
research pertaining to spiritual development and Christian ministries, 70 percent of churches 
reported they used Facebook in 2013, compared to 58 percent in 2011.  

The use of social media for making disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the 
world is not a new concept for Mississippi Episcopal Area bishop, James E. Swanson, Sr. 
With a weekly average of 130.3 percent new Facebook page ‘likes’ during the months of April 
and May, Mississippi’s episcopal leader is also leading United Methodist laity and clergy in 
connecting to the Mississippi Conference’s social media hub.

Swanson explained that social media creates many opportunities for religious communities to 
relate and learn about and from each other. Swanson stated that locally, he can see people’s 
prayer concerns on the Mississippi Conference app’s prayer wall, and other religious social 
media allow him to see what concerns are on the hearts and minds of the broader audience.  

“Often times as people read and see things that are posted, they say, ‘Oh, wow! They’re 
doing what we are doing!’ and it gives people affirmation. It also gives them new ideas 
about things that they are not doing that they could be doing to help strengthen their current 
ministry,” said Swanson. “They get a chance to see the diversity of the church and they get to 
know that the church is more than the people who show up in my building where I worship on 
Sunday morning.”

Swanson can personally attest to social media’s usefulness not only as an effective commu-
nication tool, but also an interactive and conversational outreach medium.  

“We have created a personal GroupMe for our family where we talk and pray about family issues together and we would not do that 
without social media,” shared Swanson. “Also, people who I have had a brief acquaintance with will see me on Facebook, send a pri-

Bishop’s Journal
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The POWER of We—An Inspiration for Song
By Tamica Smith-Jeuitt, Sr. Communications Specialist

Photo right: Rev. Amy Roller, Rev. David Schultz and Rev. Paula 
Milo-Moultrie during one of their rehearsals before introducing The 
POWER of We song.

As a songwriter Rev. David Schultz said he is always looking for 
ideas and inspiration. One of his latest songs transpired after attend-
ing a Residency in Ministry (RIM) meeting during the spring of 2013. 
While there, Bishop James Swanson, Sr., shared his vision around 
the Mississippi Conference theme “The POWER of We,” the mes-
sage literally struck a chord with Schultz, a guitarist.

“The idea of this power from God that we all share in was inspiring. 
By the time I drove home, the chorus of the song had developed in 
my mind,” said Schultz.

He estimates it took 10 months to fully develop the song and the words. He even explored more deeply the conference’s Core Values of 
love, generosity, justice and apprenticeship during the annual conference 2013 session, which helped in writing the song verses.

In the past, Schultz said he would sing his songs from the pulpit, but this one was different, so he contacted Rev. Dr. Connie Shelton, 
the director of connectional ministries and communications for the Mississippi Conference who was immediately excited about the song.

“Sure, I could preach ‘The POWER of We,’ however, it needed a broader audience. It is the conference theme and the conference 

Connecting

vate message and say ‘hey, I’m going through this. Can you pray for me? Will you talk with me about it?’ and we’ll talk and I’ll help them 
through those issues and concerns.”

According to Swanson, social media is also a potent mechanism for reaching young people who do not see their age demographic as a 
group welcomed by the church. Youth and young adults are more likely to openly share their thoughts and questions about religion and 
spiritually on social media than in a church setting. This public exchange allows them to hear the testimonies of other young people who 
have decided to follow Jesus. On many occasions, this creates a personal invitation to Christ which appeals to a wider audience and 
has larger reach potential than traditional church communications such as church flyers, bulletins and signs.  

Although social media creates many new and innovative ways to spread the Gospel, Swanson does caution everyone to be selective 
about the messaging they post because the information could produce unwanted results.

“Particularly for those of us trying our very best to live a life that witnesses for Jesus Christ, just know that when you are posting online 
everything is always open for interpretation,” explained Swanson. “Messages can be misunderstood and can cause friction, so just be 
prepared and know that you may have to deal with that.”  

After making that disclaimer, Swanson shared that fear of other people’s reactions is not an excuse to stay clear from social media. He 
believes that technology is not going away and disciples, whether clergy or laity, should step out on faith and explore it.

“There is this new medium out there that can be used to help not only spread the gospel but to help people who are already people of 
faith to increase their level of faith. You will be able to reach some folks via social media that you won’t be able to reach simply by open-
ing the doors of your church building,” said Swanson. “We need to learn how to use it for the betterment of the kingdom.”

Be sure to like Bishop James E. Swanson, Sr.’s Facebook page, the Mississippi United Methodist Conference Facebook page and fol-
low the conference on Twitter @Mississippi_UMC (https://www.facebook.com/BishopJamesESwansonSr).

Bishops On the Move
Mark your calendars to attend events where Bishop James E. Swanson Sr. will be visiting in the upcoming days.

•  July 11-13, 2014 (Friday-Sunday)
Youth from around the state will meet at the Seashore United Methodist Assembly for CONVO 2014. Bishop Swanson will be the key-
note speaker during this conference event.

• July 23, 2014 (Wednesday)
Bishop Swanson will preach during a 6:30 p.m. worship service at Pontotoc First United Methodist Church.

• July 25, 2014 (Friday)
The 2014 Rekindle the Flame Conference will be held in Athens, Georgia at the Classic Center. Bishop Swanson will speak at 7:00 p.m.

• July 29-30, 2014 (Tuesday and Wednesday)
Bishop Swanson will preach at Belmont Baptist Church’s revival at 7:00 p.m



4

needed to hear it. She (Shelton) wanted to use it for the 2014 annual conference session and had this idea that it needed an eclectic 
group to sing it.”

Eventually, the song came together with music and lyrics that was performed by Schultz and his friends Rev. Paula Milo-Moultrie, Rev. 
Amy Roller and Michael Brown at the 2014 Session of the Mississippi Annual Conference on Saturday, June 7, 2014.

“I was very proud of the group that we had to present the song. Paula, Amy and Michael, all shared the idea of “The POWER of We” 
through song in an awesome way. We’ve got the power!”     

To watch Schultz and his friends perform The POWER of We song, click here. For the music and lyrics to The POWER of We song, 
click here.

United Methodist choirs, individuals and musicians are invited to share their rendition of The POWER of We. Email video and audio 
clips to news@mississippi-umc.org. Performances could appear on the conference’s Faceook page and YouTube channel.

Special Sunday Offering July 27: Conference Emergency Preparedness  
On Sunday, July 27, Mississippi United Methodists will have an opportunity to replenish and increase the conference emergency pre-
paredness fund during a Special Sunday Offering. The emergency preparedness fund allows the Mississippi Conference disaster team 
to respond to those with disaster-caused needs and provide training for new emergency response team volunteers.

The Mississippi Conference disaster response team closely follows the guidelines of The United Methodist Committee on Relief (UM-
COR) bringing aid to the most helpless when disasters strike. 

Individuals should give their checks through their church designated for the emergency preparedness offering.  Churches can remit 
these amounts with their regular monthly mission shares. Non-Mississippi United Methodists can submit their offerings to: 320-A Briar-
wood Drive, Jackson, MS, 39206.”

Disaster Response Updates
UMCOR Contributions Helps Mississippi Tornado Victim
Submitted by Chris Adams, Hattiesburg District disaster coordinator

Photos above: The first photo, left, shows the job site when the Memphis team arrived. The middle photo was taken six days after 
the Memphis team left. The photo far right shows Mattie McDonald’s completed home thanks to those contributing to United Method-
ist disaster recovery.

Life finally returned to normal for one resident of Hattiesburg, Mississippi who lost her home to the February 10, 2013 tornado. On 
Thursday, June 25, 2014 Mattie McDonald was handed the keys to her new home. United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR) 
teams from the Memphis, Tennessee and Ohio annual conferences were 
instrumental in completing this home. 

Baddour Center Bouncing Back from Storms 
The Baddour Heart Mail e-Newsletter

Photos right and left (next page): The Baddour Center’s campus was 
hit hard by a round of severe thunderstorms in late June. Everyone on 
campus was safe from harm. Residents and groups of volunteers joined 
together for a large-scale campus cleanup effort. 

Just after 7:00 p.m. on Saturday, June 21, 2014 a tiny, relatively unexpect-
ed storm cell featuring hail, as well as powerful straight-line winds, moved 
across The Baddour Center’s campus leaving behind a trail of damage in 
its wake. The center is located in Senatobia, Mississippi.
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Fortunately, no one on campus was hurt and the damage to any resi-
dences was minimal, but fallen trees littered the campus and other facili-
ties, such as fleet and the garden center took heavy damages.

In the aftermath of storms, Baddour employees reported to campus 
for work on Monday knowing that a large-scale cleanup operation was 
awaiting them, but a pleasant surprise was the amount of community 
support the center received, with droves of volunteers filing in and out of 
campus on a near daily basis to lend a hand with debris.

Sue Davis, The Baddour Center’s manager of community outreach, said 
they were thankful for all the volunteers who came to the center’s res-
cue. Between Monday, June 21 and Thursday, June 26, 131 volunteers, 
mainly youth, lent a helping hand to clear tree limbs all over TBC’s 120-
acre campus. 

The Baddour Center is dedicated to providing a model residential 
community for adults with mild and moderate intellectual disabilities in an environment that promotes maximum growth intellectually, 
spiritually, physically, socially, emotionally and vocationally.

The Baddour Center is supported by The United Methodist Church. For more information about Baddour, visit http://www.baddour.
org. To view their new promotional video, go to https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oVlKPPqwnXM.

   

A Loaves and Fishes Account After Disaster
Nearly four months following the tornado that ripped through the city of Louis-
ville, Mississippi, Kathy Humphries of Louisville First United Methodist Church 
is recalling the early hours after the storm when she helped feed some of the 
victims. The twister touched down on April 28, 2014 leaving Humphries with what 
she calls a loaves and fishes story.To listen to her account, go to http://vimeo.
com/99556378. 

The POWER of We funded in part by your apportioned  
mission shares.

Connecting With ‘Larry’ at the Conference Office
Many are familiar with the Mississippi Conference office’s email pattern to contact staff, which 
is to spell out the person’s first name followed by @mississippi-umc.org. In an effort to make 
sure people make the right connection, the conference office is spreading the word to note 
the email addresses for Larry Davis and Larry Hilliard.

To reach Larry Davis, the conference benefits administrator, send emails to larry@mississip-
pi-umc.org or call 769.243.7022.

For Larry Hilliard, director of spiritual leadership (formerly called director of ministerial ser-
vices) send emails to lhilliard@mississippi-umc.org or call 769.243.7030.

Meet Mississippi’s United Methodist Men  
(UMM) President -- Andy Tentoni
Andy Tentoni, pictured right, the newly elected United Methodist Men president addressed members of the 
conference at the 2014 annual session. To read his speech from that event, go to http://origin.library.con-
stantcontact.com/download/get/file/1102747532396-1838/AC+’14+UMM.pdf.

What is your vision for UMM of Mississippi?
We can’t be everything to everybody.  But whatever we do, we’ll exceed expectations.  Boy Scouts, Stop 
Hunger Now, educating on domestic violence and increasing on Sunday workday activities will be our main 
areas of emphasis.  Each district will have additional areas of emphasis, which will be determined by their 
leadership teams.

Larry Hilliard (left) and Larry Davis (right)
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What excites you about serving in this role?
We will be working to serve the men of our conference and help us grow in our faith.  There are numerous ways to do this and we plan 
to offer many opportunities for growth.

How can others be helpful in fulfilling the vision?
Others can be helpful by simply choosing an area of interest and participating.  As we find and offer ways for men to be involved; the 
Spirit will encourage us and assure success.  Chartering local chapters is crucial, along with more men becoming part of the Evange-
lism, Mission and Spiritual Life Ministry, also known EMS.

What is the name of your church and share with us any activities you are involved in there?
I am a member of First UMC, Columbus.  My activities include UMM and adult leader in our youth program.  I am in my 14th year teach-
ing youth Sunday school and have served on numerous church committees.

Tell us about your family.
I am married to Kathy.  We’ll celebrate our 30th wedding anniversary this August.  Our children are Mary Kathryn, 24, and Josh, 22.

How can other UMM groups and individuals contact you?
My email address is ummenms@gmail.com, our Facebook page is www.facebook.com/ummenms and we’re on Twitter at @UM-
MenMS.

Bishop McLee to Take Leave of Absence
United Methodist News Service (UMNS) 

Bishop Martin McLee of the New York Episcopal Area will take a leave of absence for a time of healing and 
restoration, for a period of up to six months.

The Executive Committee of the Council of Bishops approved the request from Bishop McLee, retroactive to 
July 1, completing the sequence of required approvals outlined in The United Methodist Book of Discipline. 
During the interim period, retired Bishop Neil Irons will assume the responsibility of leading the New York An-
nual Conference.

Paragraph 410.1 of the Book of Discipline states, “A bishop may be granted a leave of absence for a justifi-
able reason for not more than six months in consultation with the area committee on episcopacy and with the 
approval of the College of Bishops, the jurisdictional or central conference committee on episcopacy, and the 
executive committee of the Council of Bishops. During the period for which the leave is granted, the bishop 
shall be released from all episcopal responsibilities, and another bishop chosen by the executive committee 
of the Council of Bishops shall preside in the episcopal area.  Salary and other benefits shall be continued 
through the Episcopal Fund.”

In a post on the New York Annual Conference website, Bishop McLee said, “I write from a place of gratitude thanking you for your 
prayers, cards and other acts of faith on my behalf. While I was quite sick, I am much better now. I am relying on God’s continuous 
healing in my life as the doctors do what they are trained to do. As a result, I am closer to my goal of being completely restored to good 
health.”

“We respect Bishop McLee’s privacy in this matter and offer our prayers for his well-being and return to good health,” said Bishop War-
ner Brown, president of the Council. “We appreciate Bishop Irons’ willingness to step in and have the utmost confidence in his abilities.”

Imagine No Malaria Launches New Website
United Methodist News Service (UMNS)

Imagine No Malaria has brought new life to the net with an easier-to-use website at 
ImagineNoMalaria.org. The website launch comes in conjunction with an insecticide-
treated bed net distribution in Sierra Leone last month. Trained volunteers provided 
nearly 400,000 nets and education about the preventable disease in the Bo District.

With easy navigation, the new website offers visitors a visual introduction to malaria, 
which claims a life every 60 seconds, and the importance of Imagine No Malaria in 
beating this disease through prevention, communication, trained health workers and 
facilities, grassroots education.

United Methodists are committed to ending death and suffering from malaria, raising 
83 percent their goal with just over $62 million in gifts and pledges. United Methodists 
across the world are working hard to reach and celebrate a $75 million goal before the denomination’s General Conference in 2016.

Safe, secure and easy giving opportunities are available on the site so that anyone can participate and join the effort to eradicate this 
disease. Visitors can make one-time gifts and pledges of any amount, but many individuals participate with a recurring pledge of $28 
per month over three years, to potentially save the lives of up to 100 children at risk for contracting the deadly disease.

Bishop Martin McLee



7

Additionally, visitors can get a glimpse at the lives Imagine No Malaria are changing through video diaries, touching photos and new 
stories.

About Imagine No Malaria
Imagine No Malaria is an extraordinary ministry of the people of The United Methodist Church, putting faith into action to end prevent-
able deaths from malaria in Africa, especially the death of a child or a mother. With a comprehensive approach to fighting this killer 
disease, Imagine No Malaria empowers the people of Africa to improve health infrastructure and achieve a sustainable victory over 
malaria.    

The POWER of We funded in part by your apportioned mission shares.

Thirty Mission Trips to Africa in 12 Years
By Lou Ann Staggs, Mississippi Conference Secretary of Global Ministries

Hollis Crowder, a member of the St. Andrews UMC in Oxford, will be leading his 30th mission trip to Africa 
in late August of 2015.  He recently returned from a fact finding and planning trip for the team he will lead in 
2015. 

Crowder has led his last five teams through the United Methodist Volunteers in Mission (UMVIM), coordinated 
through the Southeastern Jurisdictional (SEJ) office, after attending a training event led by Paulette West, 
SEJ UMVIM Coordinator.  West was invited to offer a training event in Oxford last year which focused on Mo-
zambique, Zambia and Zimbabwe.  She emphasized the importance of partnering with representatives and/or 
missionaries of the UMC in these countries to maximize the use of resources and people from both sides. 

Crowder had just returned from Ghana last July when West asked him to lead a disaster relief team to 
Galena, Alaska. Crowder left with a team of 15 the first week of October.  Team members and churches 
hosted fund raising events to financially support the volunteers and to buy materials needed by the team once 
they arrive.  Their materials have been carefully thought out and bought with the help of the knowledgeable 
partners in the host country.  Local labor was also used in the visiting country for construction and water well projects.This provides 
a source of income for the people there and builds relationships and ownership. Some of Crowder’s mission trips have been medical 
and others have been construction of pavilions, additions onto existing worship structures or digging clean water wells. His teams have 
worked with orphans providing food for a two to three month period, collected eye glasses prescriptions for an optometrist who made 
one trip and distributed Bibles. Crowder even preaches the Good News at every opportunity. 

Currently, there are 12 volunteers committed to the 2015 trip to Zimbabwe, Project Africa, including two nurses, one nurse practitioner, 
one dentist, one pharmacist, one logistical person, one support volunteer and two vacation Bible school teachers.  This trip involves 
Crowder working with the medical director and Volunteer in Mission Coordinator in Nydire which is a rural farm region.  Services to the 
people will include: nursing, optometry, pharmacy, dental, water well and ministry to an orphanage. The team is taking choir robes which 
will be given to a sister choir of one or two rural churches.  At least one doctor and one additional nurse are still needed for this trip. 
Please begin now to pray for this team and spread the word that another doctor and nurse are needed. Hollis Crowder may be reached 
by calling 662.609.3328 or you can email the church at office@standrews.me. Crowder’s personal email is holliscrowder@aol.com.

Appalachian Ministry Network Grant Deadline Nearing - August 1 
By Lou Ann Staggs, Mississippi Conference Secretary of Global Ministries

Photo right: Rev. Kristen Schrickel (left) from New Albany First United Methodist 
Church receiving the check for $2,000 from Appalachian Ministry Network, for The 
Care Center, an organization that helps to feed hungry children in Union County. 
Christy Mitchell (right) is the executive director of The Care Center.  

Appalachian Ministry Network is an Advance Special with Global Ministries, the mis-
sion agency of The United Methodist Church. Each annual conference in the Appa-
lachian Region sends representatives to a meeting twice a year to discuss and plan 
ways to assist people living in poverty in this region.

The AM Network offers a grant for churches and individuals who work with those living 
in poverty.

Counties in Mississippi that may qualify for money from the Appalachian Ministry Net-
work Hunger and Poverty Grant are: Alcorn, Benton, Calhoun, Chickasaw, Choctaw, 
Clay, Itawamba, Kemper, Lee, Lowndes, Marshall, Monroe, Montgomery, Noxubee, Oktibbeha, Panola, Pontotoc, Prentiss, Tippah, 

Faith Communities

Hollis Crowder
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Tishomingo, Union, Webster, Winston and Yalobusha. You may access the Appalachian website for a copy of the grant application and 
read about this Advance Special of The United Methodist Church. Churches in the Mississippi Conference assist this network through 
our mission shares.

The next deadline for grant applications is August 1, 2014. Applications must be received in the ministry network on time and com-
pletely filled out. To read more about this mission of the UMC and see the grant application visit the website: www.appalachia-umc.
org.

The POWER of We funded in part by your apportioned mission shares.

New Youth Resource Explores Sex from a Christian Perspective
By General Board of Discipleship (GBOD)

As youth wrestle with what it means to be Christian and a sexual being, a new resource from 
Young People’s Ministries (YPM) will attempt to open the door for sixth, seventh and eighth grad-
ers for serious conversation, decisions and commitments on the topics.

“SEX: A Christian Perspective on our Bodies, Decisions, and Relationships” is the first of a series 
of resources being developed by YPM, a division of the General Board of Discipleship (GBOD), 
to provide youth opportunities for safe, open conversation, while helping them explore Biblical 
principles and learn about faithful decision-making.

“We hope this resource allows local churches to have the opportunity to help their young people 
begin to talk about what it means for God’s good gift of sexuality to be dealt with in a real way,”  
said Michael Ratliff, Associate General Secretary at GBOD and head of the YPM division. “A 
lot of times we say we’re going to talk about sex in the church, and then we basically point to a 
passage of scripture somewhere and say the Bible says not to do that until you get married. And 
that’s kind of it.”

The new resource series can help young people think about the basics of what it means to be a 
Christian in terms of living out their sexuality, Ratliff said. 

“It also provides a structure that allows young people to build relationships with adults in the 
church that hopefully will translate beyond this experience,” he said.

Rather than a structured curriculum, Ratliff said the resource is more of a “cookbook” that helps churches design experiences that fit 
who they are as congregations. 

“This is a leader resource. There are reproducible handouts that are available to be used in sessions with the young people, but the 
resource is for leaders,” Ratliff said. “Throughout the resource, the leaders are urged to take into account their own church’s theology 
and understanding of scripture.”

Written by Pastor Jeremy W. Steele of Mobile, Alabama, “SEX: A Christian Perspective on our Bodies, Decisions, and Relationships,” 
is available online through the Upper Room Bookstore (http://bit.ly/1m60pwB). It is designed for younger teens, and resources for older 
teens and young adults will follow.

“The church’s Connectional Table has just spent a good bit of time talking about sexuality,” Ratliff said. “The fact that the church is 
intentionally looking at what it is that we believe in relation to God’s gift of sexuality means that this is a perfect time for this resource to 
be available to churches.”

The first resource of the series was intentionally aimed at early adolescents, who are at the time in their lives when they typically begin 
to make their own decisions about sexuality, Ratliff said. A high school version will be available soon.

“In addition, there will be some online training opportunities for this resource that begin in the fall,” he said. “By being a part of the train-
ing, leaders will gain access to a website that will have additional resources, including additional modules that churches can use and 
other resources that will be helpful for them in tailoring this resource to their situation.”

GBOD’s mission is to support annual conference and local church leaders for their task of equipping world-changing disciples. An agen-
cy of The United Methodist Church, GBOD is located at 1908 Grand Ave. in Nashville, Tenn. Visit www.gbod.org for more information 
or call the Communications Office at 877.899.2780, Ext. 1726.

Students
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Save the Date  |  Announcements
Remembering Freedom Summer (Wednesday Series)
On the first Wednesday night of the series, July 9, 2014, the Rev. Dr. Ed King, former 
chaplain of Tougaloo College and one of the organizers of Freedom Summer was 
the speaker for the service at Pratt Memorial UMC located at 1057 W. Pascagoula 
Street.

July 16, 2014 - Fred Clark, Sr., freedom rider and Freedom Summer participant, will 
speak at Galloway Memorial UMC at 305 N. Congress Street. 

July 23, 2014 - Bishop Clay F. Lee, who served at First UMC in Philadelphia, Missis-
sippi in 1964, will speak at Central UMC located at 500 N. Farish Street.    

Each service will begin at 6:30 p.m. and each host church will provide a nursery. 
Light refreshments and a time of fellowship will follow each presentation. 

For additional information and biographical data on each speaker contact Rev. Emily 
Sanford at esanford@gallowayumc.org or 601.326.3448 or visit www.gallowayumc.org.

HA-HEC Health Care Justice Sabbath
“Beloved, I wish above all things that thou mayest prosper and be in good health, even as thou soul prospereth.” (3 John 1:2 KJV)

The John Wesley United Methodist Church Health Education Center (HEC) is hosting its’ first anniversary celebration Friday, July 25 
through Sunday, July 27. Festivities will be hosted by John Wesley UMC located at 49 S. Lexington Street in Durant, Mississippi.

John Wesley UMC of Durant and the Greenwood District UMC Health Alliance envision a healthier town, county and state. This first 
year’s celebration, themed “Community Collaboration for Total Transformation,” is a comprehensive Health Care Justice Sabbath week-
end. Refreshments will be served daily. The weekend will consist of the following events:

Friday: July 25, 2014
10:00 a.m. - Community Forum, Rep. Bryant Clark, Jr.
7:00 p.m. - Gospel Extravaganza, local groups

Saturday: July 26, 2014
8:00  a.m. - Heart Health Walk, Eutella Washington
10:00 a.m. - Health Fair, Michael Jones

Sunday: July 27, 2014
11:00 a.m. - Worship Service, Rev. Cynthia Abrams, General Board of Church and Society
3:00 p.m. - Celebration, Rev. Mattie Gipson, Greenwood District superintendent

3 “L” Academy 
Learning, Living and Leading Stewardship by Connecting and Sharing Your Time, 
Talents, Gifts, Service and Witness

Sponsored by:  
Mississippi Conference Board of Pension
August 18-19, 2014
Hilton Jackson, County Line Road
Jackson, Mississippi
The academy will provide an opportunity to explore clergy benefits, financial plan-
ning, stewardship education and connectionalism as the participants lead the 
denomination in Mississippi and to accomplish the mission of The United Methodist 
Church: The mission of the Church is to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the trans-
formation of the world. Local churches provide the most significant arena through 
which disciple-making occurs.

For brochure and registration visit: http://www.mississippi-umc.org/pages/detail/790.

Community Health Advocate Training Health Education Center (H.E.C)
October 5-7, 2014
Many thanks are owed for the growing service to Mississippi Conference United Methodist congregations in the area of health ministry. 
From new healthy menus, exercise classes, Health Education Centers (HEC) or to Community Health Advocate (CHA) training, congre-
gations are providing meaningful health ministry to their local communities each day, and offering genuine Christ-like love and care in 
the places that they live, serve and worship.

Mississippi United Methodists are invited on October 5-7, 2014, to Camp Wesley Pines, in Gallman, Mississippi for Transforming Com-
munities through Health Care Ministry, a justice organizing training event conducted by the General Board of Church and Society to 
help equip participants in the skills that they need for community organizing and advocacy work. Bring a team of three to five members 



10

from your church, community or district to this Mississippi Conference Health Ministries event. This is not an event for individual partici-
pants. The cost is $50 per person, which includes meals and lodging.

Facilitators are Rev. Cynthia Abrams, director of Alcohol, Other Addictions and Health Care Program at the General Board of Church 
and Society; and Kristin Kumpf, director of organizing General Board of Church and Society. The closing speaker will be Bishop James 
E. Swanson, Sr., resident bishop, of the Mississippi Conference. For more information and expectations, please contact Lee Burdine at 
lee@lifebux.com.

At this event you also will learn about the HEC program for your local congregation and the CHA training program sponsored by 
University of Mississippi Medical Center along with many other opportunities to serve. To learn more or to schedule a University 
of Mississippi CHA training session, go to http://origin.library.constantcontact.com/download/get/file/1102747532396-1839/
CHA+curriculum+excerpt+%281%29_JUly+9.pdf.
To get involved and to expand your local health ministry, go to http://www.mississippi-umc.org/pages/detail/1405.    

To learn more or to register for the October 5-7, 2014 General Board of Church and Society Mississippi Conference training session at 
Camp Wesley Pines send an email to Lee@Lifebux.com or detra@hecumc.org.  

The emPOWERed, Accountable, Collaborative Leadership Conference for Laity and Clergy
September 20, 2014 

To register for this event, go to http://www.mississippi-umc.org/events/detail/1336.

2015 Official United Methodist Program Calendars
The early bird catches the discount!
We live in a world where it’s important to be “first.” First to arrive. First to know. First to finish. Sometimes being first is about competi-
tion, but when it comes to being one of the first to order your 2015 Official United Methodist Program Calendar, it’s about getting a 
better deal.

The early bird catches the discount. Order before August 31, 2014, and you’ll receive 10 percent off any calendar purchase. Use 
Promo Code CAL15EP.

Early birds can get organized for 2015 sooner. Whether you choose the standard, classic, electronic or another calendar version, you 
will be ahead of the planning game. Because calendars cover all the important “stuff” like monthly checklists, Special Sunday and holi-
day information, lectionary readings, liturgical colors and more, success is right at your fingertips.

Don’t keep the calendars all to yourself. Share the gift of time management with your entire staff from administrative and programming 
people to lay leaders and committee chairs.

At your first opportunity, order your 2015 Program Calendar by going to the UMC Store (http://shop.umc.org/calendars), emailing 
csc@umcom.org or calling customer service at 888.346.3862.

Free Webinar “Finding Treasure: The Story of our Newest Stewardship Resource”  
Thursday, July 10 - 6:30 p.m. CT
Jacob Armstrong, pastor and church planter, will share how he helped his congregation discover “where our treasure goes, our hearts 
will follow.” For details, go to http://www.gbod.org/resources/finding-treasure-the-story-of-our-newest-stewardship-resource.   

Free Webinar “Creating a Culture of Innovation Part 1: Can My Leaders Innovate?”  
Thursday, July 17 - 6:30 p.m. CT
This 90-minute session led by Craig Kennet Miller of the United Methodist Board of Discipleship will introduce tools for implementing 
new ministry strategies in local churches. For details, go to www.gbod.org/resources/creating-a-culture-of-innovation-part-1-can-
my-leaders-innovate.    
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Deadline to Register for Boards of Ordained Ministry Mid-Quadrennial Training
Friday, July 11
Event for board officers and cabinet representatives will be Tuesday, Aug. 12 and ends by noon on Friday, Aug. 15 in Denver. The 
United Methodist Board of Higher Education and Ministry is sponsoring. For details, go to http://www.cvent.com/events/bom-mid-
quadrennial-event-excellence-in-ministry/event-summary-9e9351540eba485e8b93e84e6735fb37.aspx.  

2014 CONVO: Faith to Life 
July 11-14, 2014

To register for this event, go to http://seashoreassembly.org/event/convo-2014-faith-to-life/.

Chicken Caesar Salad  

Rub large salad bowl with cut clove of garlic. Allow a few small pieces of garlic to remain in bowl if desired. Mix anchovy paste, oil, 
lemon juice, Worcestershire sauce, salt, mustard and pepper in salad bowl. Add romaine; toss until coated. Sprinkle with croutons and 
cheese; toss. Broil or grill chicken breasts, slice diagonally and arrange on salad. Serve chicken warm or chilled.

— Amy Schmidt, from “Loaves and Fishes,” a collection of favorites  from St. Paul UMC in Ocean Springs, Mississippi

Methodist Tested Recipes

6 boneless skinless chicken breast 
halves
1 clove garlic, cut in half
2 teaspoon anchovy paste*
3 tablespoons olive oil
¼ cup lemon juice
1 teaspoon Worcestershire sauce
¼ teaspoon ground mustard (dry)

Freshly ground pepper
1 large or 2 small bunches romaine, 
torn into bite-size pieces (10 cups)
1 cup garlic-flavored croutons
⅓ cup grated Parmesan cheese
 *May substitute with 8 anchovy fillets, 
cut up.

As a courtesy to the Mississippi Annual Conference, job announcements from across the United Methodist connection are featured in 
The Circuit Rider. To submit an employment notice, send an email to news@mississipppi-umc.org.  Postings are not guaranteed to 
appear more than once in this newsletter. Read a description of job opening(s) listed below.

• Mississippi Annual Conference Postion Openings 

On June 7, The Mississippi Annual Conference of The United Methodist Church approved a new organizational structure. The new structure 
is a framework to more intentionally organize and align the work of staff, boards, agencies and committees to be more responsive to the 
movement of the Holy Spirit and join God’s mission in the world. Our purpose:

The Mississippi Annual Conference—empowered by love, generosity, justice and apprenticeship—forms spiritual leaders, faith communities 
and connections so more disciples of Jesus Christ transform the world.

While keeping our values at our core, we – as an annual conference – are primarily responsible for forming spiritual leaders, forming vital faith 
communities and connecting ministries, all of which are supported through networking ideas, telling our stories and administrative ministry. 

Employment 
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The new structure depicts the authority of annual conference and core functional leadership roles that will help us better live out The POWER 
of We.

Below the job descriptions for two new positions for leaders who will play key roles in the new structure. We invite you to share these job de-
scriptions with everyone you know who may have gifts, grace and skill sets that align with the needs presented in the postings. We trust God 
is calling these two persons into these positions so that we may join God’s mission in the world.

• Director of Forming Faith Communities Position Description
The Director of Forming Faith Communities will serve the Mississippi Annual Conference by working to establish new congregations, helping 
to lead existing congregations in becoming revitalized, and giving guidance to struggling congregations seeking to remain viable. Undergirding 
these efforts will be the Conference’s core values of Love, Generosity, Justice, and Apprentices of Discipleship.

ESSENTIAL FUNCTIONS:
• Work with district leaders to identify areas needing new faith communities expected to develop into chartered congregations within 6-8 years.
• Work with district leaders to establish expected benchmarks for new congregations, and ensuing accountability if new congregations estab-
lish a pattern of falling below the benchmarks.

• Work with district leaders to ensure that new church pastors and their teams receive the initial training and ongoing support, coaching, re-
sourcing, and supervision necessary to establish and sustain vital communities of faith.

• Work with district leaders in discerning congregations with high potential and a readiness to become more vital if provided appropriate inter-
vention and support, and then identifying what intervention and support are appropriate.

• Work with the Mississippi United Methodist Foundation to establish the Vital Congregations Endowment Fund, and assist local churches in 
developing an endowment strategy.

• Serve as a broker for a variety of resources (e. g. Vacation Bible School and Sunday School curricula) that may help congregations become 
more vital and sustainable.

• Work with district leaders in identifying congregations evidencing a declining pattern of missional effectiveness and financial sustainability, 
and those with the greatest potential for creative interventions.

• Work with district leaders in exploring intervention options for struggling congregations.

MINIMUM QUALIFICATIONS:
• Master’s degree in Christian Ministry or Bachelor’s degree in related area and five years of experience in Vital Christian ministry.
• Demonstrated effective leadership and participation in new and vital Christian ministry. 
• Demonstration of an understanding of and ability to work with diverse congregations. 
• Demonstration of effective use of leading edge technology through development and analysis of statistical and demographic data including, 
but not limited, to Mission Insite and Vital Signs. 

• Ability to work in harmony as a member of a larger staff. 
• Demonstrated effective verbal and written communication skills. 
• Demonstrated competency in United Methodist history, polity, and theology.

CONFERENCE COMMITTEE PARTNERSHIPS:
New Church Development, Revitalization, Parish and Community Development, Small Membership Church, Urban Ministry, Multicultural and 
Ethnic Outreach, Native American Ministry, and Hispanic Ministries as they currently exist will be reformulated into one committee with work-
ing sub committees for each area in compliance with the Discipline. 

THE IDEAL CANDIDATE WILL:
• Embody passion for seeing the Kingdom of God expand vigorously in our state and world. 
• Demonstrate the heart of an evangelist. 
• Cast vision. 
• Practice daily disciplines of prayer and scripture reading/reflection for the work of the Kingdom. 
• Engage as a coach/mentor/teacher/good listener.
• Identify and recruit talent, and train leaders. 
• Possess an entrepreneurial spirit and heart. 
• Understand and evidence gifts in stewardship emphasis and fund raising.

HOURS/SALARY:
This is a full time exempt position. The salary will be commensurate with experience.

APPLICATIONS FOR THIS POSITION:
Applications for this position will be received by email only. Email your letter of intent and resume to Angela Griffin, angela@mississippi-
umc.org. The deadline for applications is September 15, 2014.

• Associate Director of Spiritual Leadership
SUMMARY:
The Associate Director of Spiritual Leadership works with the Director of Spiritual leadership and office of Spiritual Leadership, The Presiding 
Bishop, Conference Staff, Conference boards and agencies, and laity of the MS Annual Conference. The primary goal of this position is to 
encourage leadership in the local church as it reflects the core values (love, generosity, justice and apprenticeship) of the MS Annual Confer-
ence by providing leadership training events, best practices and resources of the laity of the local church.

MINIMUM REQUIREMENTS:
• Lay person with a United Methodist background preferred. 
• Bachelor’s degree minimum; theological religious studies degree optional. 
• Experience in the field of leadership development preferred.
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THE IDEAL CANDIDATE WILL HAVE:
• Passion for coaching, mentoring, and training laity in leadership excellence.
• Personal relationship skills and ability to work in a cooperative relationship with Director and office of Spiritual leadership as well as Confer-

ence staff, boards, agencies, laity and clergy. 
• Experience and skill in responding to and working with multiple constituencies. 
• Willingness to participate in United Methodist professional associations, on jurisdictional and general church level. 
• Ability to develop and manage a budget. 
• Knowledge of and/or willingness to learn the Mississippi Annual Conference organization and the operation of all levels of the connection- lo-

cal church, district, and conference-, its theology, structure and mission. 
• Effective interpersonal, oral, written and social media skills. 
• Participate in on-going spiritual growth opportunities. 
• Proficiency in computer/software usage Primary Responsibilities.
• Model, teach and share resources relevant to Spiritual leadership excellence. 
• Guide our faith communities in ministry with and among diverse communities outside the church walls. 
• Provide resources, coaching, training and equipping for leadership, cultural, ethnic diverse ministries and faith communities of the MS An-

nual Conference. 
• Teach in district workshops as invited. 
• Provide continuing theological formation in the Wesleyan tradition. 
• Develop skills to effectively lead the church to make disciples of Jesus Christ.
• Maintain awareness of and provide resources consistent with the highest standards of Christian Leadership such as resources provided by 

the General Board of Discipleship; other Church leadership institutions and exemplary initiatives of other Annual Conferences.
• Resource and train laity and clergy leaders in small, mid-size and large membership churches in joint learning experiences.

HOURS/RESPONSIBILITIES:
This is a full time exempt position. The salary will be commensurate with experience.

APPLICATIONS FOR THIS POSITION:
Applications will be received by email only. Email your letter of intent and resume’ to ministerial@mississippi-umc.org. Deadline for ap-
plication is August 15, 2014.

Stay Connected

www.facebook.com/pages/The-Mississippi-United-Methodist-Conference/436491529732524

https://twitter.com/Mississippi_UMC

www.youtube.com/channel/UCSRtxv_Kix8IbYuHKRMLIjg

www.flickr.com/photos/119483421@N02/

Stay Connected with ConnecTText
Mississippi United Methodists with the ability to receive text messaging via phone are encouraged to sign up for ConnecTText. 
The service is another option for people to stay informed about important dates and other conference happenings.

To sign up for ConnecTText:
1. Remember, you must have the ability to get text messages on your phone.
2. From your mobile phone, text the letters ‘MSUMC’ to the number 95577 and press send.
3. Wait a few seconds for a confirmation text and you’re connected!

Mississippi Conference’s Mobile App—MY MSUMC 
MY MSUMC—the Mississippi Conference of The United Methodist Church’s official mobile app—is available at no cost on all iPhone, 
Android, Galaxy and Blackberry phones and their corresponding pads and tablets.

MY MSUMC allows easy access to the latest conference events, local UM news and The Circuit Rider. The MY MSUMC app presents 
users with a unique opportunity to interact with the conference by submitting prayer requests, recording audio of personal testimonies 
and posting comments via facebook and twitter. Plus, the ‘Our Districts’ feature shows a comprehensive list of district contact informa-
tion and even directions from the user’s current location—all from a mobile smart phone or tablet device.

Feel free to leave a comment about the app on the Mississippi United Methodist Conference facebook and twitter pages.


