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Celebrating Our 
Legacy of Caring

Nationally recognized center of excellence for rehab 
after a stroke, spinal cord injury, brain injury or amputation.

For more information, visit methodistonline.org 
or call 601-364-3434 or toll-free 1-800-223-6672, ext. 3434.

An amazing United Methodist ministry of recovery and hope
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Bishop James Swanson Sr. focused 
his State of the Conference address 
around a recent report from econo-

mist Don House that warns the continuing 
decline in worship attendance will lead 
to the collapse of The United Methodist 
Church.  The collapse will be precipitated 
by declining number of churches, dis-
tricts and annual conferences. According 
to House, “By 2030, the denomination in 
the U.S. will likely have declined to a point 
in which a turnaround is not possible. By 
2050, the connection will have collapsed.”

House presented his findings on May 
19, 2015 before the combined meeting of 
the Connectional Table and the General 
Council on Finance and Administration 
board. The full story reported by Heather 

Hahn, multi-media 
news reporter for 
United Methodist 
News Service can be 
read online at http://
bit.ly/1KEya23.

While revealing 
the alarming details, 
Swanson compared 
the data to the Mis-
sissippi Annual Con-

ference. For example, the General Church 
average worship attendance has been 
declining since 1974 to 2014. The highest 
attendance was 3.6 million in 1975 and the 
lowest attendance was in 2014 with 2.8 
million. This same time period for the Mis-
sissippi Annual Conference disclosed the 
highest average attendance was in 1981 
with 85,735. The lowest was in 2014 with 
67,466.

The General Church payout rate of Mis-
sion Shares from the annual conferences 
is on an upward track since 2007 except 
for the slight decline in 2011, felt by the 
economy as a whole. The General Church 
payout has continued to increase through 
2014.

The payout for the Mississippi Confer-
ence has been on an increase since 2009, 
until 2012 when the conference began to 
experience a decline through April of 2015.   
The good news is the Mississippi confer-
ence experienced an increase in May 2015.  
The challenge is to continue the increase 
and close the year with a positive increase 
over 2014.

 Swanson, who is optimistic for a turn-
around, shared the challenges the church 
faces presented by House that states:
• The General Conference is strapped by 

disciplinary requirements and declining 
funds

• Annual Conferences are strapped by heri-
tage spending, pensions, health benefit 

costs and limited budgets.
• Most local churches lack effective lead-

ership and are poorly located, although 
many have the capacity to grow.

The House report said the church can-
not meet these challenges without an “or-
chestrated turnaround” in the areas of new 
church starts, church revitalization, clergy 
leadership, and episcopal leadership.

The good news for the Mississippi 
Conference is that the new POWER of We 
operational structure is designed around 
leadership development, faith community 
formation and connectional ministries.  In 
Swanson’s opinion, “We are ready for the 
projected turnaround.”

 Timothy Crisler, the Mississippi Confer-
ence lay leader, backed Swanson by en-
couraging collaborative leadership.

 “We grow when pastors and laity do 
not mind working together and sharing 
the load in ministry. Pastors, you cannot 
do it by yourselves. Laity, you cannot do it 
by yourselves, but when we learn to work 
together on the battle field for our Lord, we 
can do it,” said Crisler.

 

State of the Mississippi Annual Conference
“We are ready…”

II write to welcome you to the 

2015 Session of the Mississippi 

Annual Conference. The theme 

chosen by our Annual Confer-

ence Session Planning committee 

this year is “Love is the POWER 

of We.” The word “love” is so 

often misunderstood and so often 

ill defined that before I can flush 

out this theme, I must describe to 

you my understanding of love. 

I love how Dr. M. Scott Peck in 

his seminal book “The Road Less 

Traveled” defines Love. “I define 

love thus: The will to extend one’s 

self for the purpose of nurturing 

one’s own or another’s spiritual 

growth.”

Therefore, if you accept Peck’s 

definition as I confess I do then 

Love can be a strong motivator 

for where our POWER comes 

from or originates. John 3:16 

declares, “God so loved the world 

that He gave His only Son, so 

that everyone who believes in 

Him won’t perish but will have 

eternal life.” (CEB) God’s action 

in sending Jesus was motivated 

by love. Jesus, after explain-

ing that he is about to depart, 

tells his disciples, “I ask the 

Father, and he will send another 

Companion.” John 14:16 (CEB) 

The Companion of which Jesus 

speaks is the Holy Spirit, which 

we speak of as the POWER. So if 

God is Love and Love sent Jesus 

and Jesus asks the Father to send 

Bishop’s  
Welcome

The Mississippi Annual Conference—empowered by love, 
generosity, justice and apprenticeship

—forms spiritual leaders, faith communities and connections
so more disciples of Jesus Christ transform the world.

Timothy Crisler, conference lay leader 
stated that we grow when we learn to 
work collaboratively.

:: Continued, Page 5

Bishop James E. Swanson 
Sr.  delivers the State of 
the Conference address.

Tamica Smith 
Jeuitt



Each year, a diverse group of del-
egates arrive at the Mississippi 
Annual Conference session ready 

to fellowship, to discern, and to do the 
business of the Church.  What holds us 
together, in all of our beautiful differences 
of age, race, circumstance and belief, as 
we do this holy work?  The Spirit of Christ 
holds us together!  

Worshippers at this year’s Annual Con-
ference certainly encountered the POW-
ER of Christ’s Spirit during opening wor-
ship Thursday afternoon.  The praise band 
from Asbury UMC, in Petal, lifted worship-
pers’ souls with songs like “Because He 
Lives (Amen)” by Matt Maher, and “Break 

Every Chain” by Je-
sus Culture.  The Rev. 
Sharma Lewis, district 
superintendent of 
the Atlanta Decatur 
Oxford District of 
the North Georgia 
Conference, inspired 
listeners with her ser-
mon on 2 Corinthians 
4:7-9.  As Rev. Lewis 
meditated on Paul’s 

words, “We have this treasure in clay pots 
so that the awesome power belongs to 
God and doesn’t come from us,” local clay 
sculptor Robert Pickenpaugh brought the 

Scripture to life by creating beautiful pot-
tery onstage. 

Finally, Bishop James Swanson Sr., 
assisted by ordained deacon the Rev. 
Allison Dickerson, presided over Holy 
Communion. As Pickenpaugh continued 

crafting clay, and the Asbury UMC praise 
team returned to the stage, Annual Con-
ference worshippers received the body 
and blood of Christ together.  Opening 
worship closed with a benediction from 
Bishop Swanson. This service reminded all 
present of the awesome power of Christ’s 
love and nourished the spirits of many 
delegates as they prepared for the work 
ahead.  

Rev. Paige 
Swaim 
Presley
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The praise team from Asbury 
UMC in Petal.

Roger Pickenpaugh, potter from Madi-
son, provides a beautiful demonstration 
of his craft during opening worship.

“...We have this treasure in clay pots so that the awesome 

power belongs to God and doesn’t come from us...”  

– Corinthians 4:7-9  

Opening Worship
The Spirit of Christ Holds Us Together!

Rev. Dr. Sharma Lewis preaches a stirring 
sermon for opening worship, “God uses 

cracked pots.” Lewis said one of the inspira-
tions from her youth was Bishop Swanson, 

who served as her pastor.  She preached 
that God shines best in our broken spaces.
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I have always been told that there are 
two things you should avoid talking 
about with people you do not know...

religion and politics. So what happens 
when both of these collide for an Election 
Year? You get a time of celebration and 
prayerful discernment.  Creating a space 

and voting process that truly 
reflects the Spirit of God 
moving in Mississippi An-
nual Conference was the 
desire of Bishop Swanson 
and the Annual Confer-
ence Planning Com-
mittee from the very 
beginning. I believe 

our success this year 
can be attributed to 
two very important 
factors.  

First, electronic 

voting, while intimi-
dating for a lot of our 
clergy and laity, al-
lowed us tabulate and 
confirm our elections 
with accuracy and ef-
ficiency. The election 
of our delegates has 
always taken a huge 
part of the entire An-

nual Conference experience.  This year, 
we were able to do it in a single day. But 
the greater influence in our 2015 election 
process was the second factor- having the 
Africa University Choir to keep our hearts 
and minds focused on God’s Presence.

We have elected a wonderful delega-
tion for both General and Jurisdictional 
Conference, and I ask that all our Missis-
sippi United Methodists keep them in your 
prayers.

First-time Electronic Voting

Lay delegates Harry Lewis and T.J. Tate prepare to vote.

Roughly 2,000 delegates 
prepare to vote in the Opening 
Plenary of Annual Conference.

Rev. Trey 
Harper

the POWER, then where there is Godly 

Love there is POWER to be We. 

So, my sisters and brothers as we 

gather in Jackson at the Jackson 

Convention Center, I ask you to gather 

with a spirit of openness that the 

POWER might be sent among us and 

upon us, for there is worship that can 

only happen when the Holy Spirit is 

present. There are opportunities to 

grow through teaching and healing, 

commitments that need to be made, 

friendships to be cultivated, callings to 

be responded to, dreams that will be-

come visions, visions that will become 

concrete realities, and congregations 

and pastors that will begin the journey 

toward true collaborative leadership 

movements that will strengthen exist-

ing disciples and harvest new disciples. 

So I welcome you in Love and in The 

POWER of We.

Bishop James e.  
swanson sr.

:: WELCOME, Page 3

The election of our  
delegates has always 

taken a huge part of the 
entire Annual Conference 
experience. This year, we 

were able to do it in 
 a single day.



Mississippi Delegates to the 2016 General Conference
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The Mississippi Conference elected its delegation to the 2016 
General and Jurisdictional Conferences at the 2015 Session of the 
Annual Conference. This year Mississippi chose six clergy and six 

lay delegates, plus three alternates for clergy and laity.
The General Conference is the global gathering of The United 

Methodist Church where mission and ministry priorities are established 
and The Book of Discipline is reviewed for possible revisions. The General 

Conference is the policy setting body of United Methodism. The 2016 
General Conference will be held May 10-16, 2016, at the Oregon 
Convention Center in Portland, Oregon.

The Southeastern Jurisdictional Conference meets July 13-15, 2016, 
in Lake Junaluska, North Carolina, to coordinate the connected ministry 
and mission of the region and to elect and assign Bishops for leadership 
in the Church.

2016 General Conference
Meet the Mississippi Delegates

General Conference Delegation
• Tim Crisler, Laity, Chair
• Mattie Gipson, Clergy, Vice-Chair
• Turner Arant, Laity
• Stephen Sparks, Clergy, Secretary
• O. Ann LaSalle, Laity
• Fred Britton, Clergy
• Ann Harrington, Laity
• Zach Beasley, Clergy
• David Beckley, Laity
• Mitchell Hedgepeth, Clergy
• Lauren Sledge, Laity, Assistant 

Secretary
• Mike Childs, Clergy

South Eastern 
Jurisdictional Delegation  
(Top 3 in order of election are 
Alternates to General Conference)

• David Stotts, Laity
• Bob Rambo, Clergy
• Bo Gabbert, Laity
• Bill Beavers, Clergy
• Connie Walters, Laity
• Leanne Burris, Clergy
• Kay Barksdale, Laity
• Jim Genesse, Clergy
• Bill Scott, Laity
• Bryan Collier, Clergy
• Steve McAlilly, Laity
• Tim Prather, Clergy

Alternates to the South Eastern 
Jurisdictional Delegation

• Yolander Jones, Laity
• Connie Shelton, Clergy
• Martin Butler, Laity
• Joe May, Clergy
• Patricia Battle, Laity
• Barry Male, Clergy
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Memorial Service at Annual Conference

O
James Martin offers 

a beautiful song.

Acolytes light candles in memory.

2015 Deceased Clergy, Clergy Spouses & Minor Children
From May 9, 2014 to May 13, 2015

Clergy
James Ronald Williams ...................................   May 21, 2014
Benjamin Wax .....................................................   May 27, 2014
Luther Mac Hart .................................................    July 15, 2014
Marian Martin .....................................................    July 30, 2014
Edward A. Tyndall ................................................    Aug. 6, 2014
Lee Herbert Reiff ................................................    Sept. 6, 2014
Eddie Frank Roberts .......................................    Sept. 16, 2014
Albert Therman Wallace ....................................    Oct. 3, 2014
Fred H. Read ...........................................................    Oct. 6, 2014
Troy Barton ..........................................................    Oct. 20, 2014
William Lynn Wallace Jr. ...................................  Nov. 11, 2014
Nell Krueger.........................................................   Nov. 16, 2014
Earl S. Cooper ......................................................   Nov. 22, 2014
Carlos Millard Roby ..........................................   Nov. 28, 2014
Bernard Robert Shamp ....................................    Dec. 6, 2014
Walter Leroy Porter ..........................................   Dec. 17, 2014
Alvis H. Styron Jr. ................................................   Dec. 23, 2014
Leonard Leslie Nabors Jr. ...............................   Dec. 30, 2014
Harmon Eric Tillman Jr. ......................................    Jan. 1, 2015
Catherine M. Arrington ........................................  Jan. 3, 2015
Joe A. Moulds .........................................................    Jan. 5, 2015
Ray Boyd ..................................................................    Jan. 7, 2015

Arthur Herod Sr. ..................................................   Jan. 19, 2015
Martha M. Williams ...........................................    Feb. 18, 2015
Hoyt Wayne Webster .........................................  Feb. 19, 2015
Maurice Smith ....................................................    Feb. 28, 2015
James P. Lawrence ..........................................   March 6, 2015
Homer Estess .................................................    March 13, 2015
Jerry M. Williamson Sr. .................................   March 19, 2015
Lawrence Albert Creel ......................................    May 9, 2015

Spouses of Clergy
(Spouse of deceased italicized)

Delma M. Vollman   Elmer H. Vollman    May 21, 2014
June L. Dodge   Bruce Kenneth Dodge Sr.    July 15, 2014
Geraldine Kitchens   L. C. Kitchens    Aug. 10, 2014
Jessie Mae Harper   Benjamin F. Harper    Aug. 14, 2014
Corene Hudson   Grady Hobson Hudson    Aug. 17, 2014
Gerald W. Ford   Rebecca Annette Ford    Aug. 23, 2014
Elizabeth I. Henson   William Howard Henson     

Sept. 26, 2014
Mary B. Loftin   Rex L. Loftin    Nov. 5, 2014
Vivian Whiteside   Hugh Smith Whiteside    Nov. 6, 2014
Sheila Belle Hartness Gomillion   Ron Gomillion     

Nov. 24, 2014

Bettie Clay   Wilmer H. Clay    Nov. 26, 2014
Frances F. Hinson   James Noel Hinson    Nov. 29, 2014
Barbara M. Read   Fred H. Read    Nov. 29, 2014
Thelma Lowetta Suitor   Roy Suitor    Dec. 12, 2014
Opal Williams   Burwell E. Williams    Jan. 8, 2015
Minnie V. Goff   Will Garfield Goff    Jan. 15, 2015
Betty Sue Dexter   William Thomas Dexter     

Jan. 28, 2015
Julia Lewis   Thomas W. Lewis III    Feb. 6, 2015
Jolie A. Handy   Richard F. Handy    Feb. 17, 2015
Elizabeth L. Ranager   Walter Ranager    Feb. 27, 2015
Alice Winters Swain   Charles Eldred Swain     

March 10, 2015
Bobbie Jo Fillingame   Don L. Fillingame    May 1, 2015
Sallie M. Stokes   Albert W. Stokes    May 5, 2015
Georgia Lee W. Speck   William Edward Speck     

May 6, 2015

Dependent Minor Children
(Parents of deceased italicized)

Hannah Katherine Tullos    
Jonathan & Jessica Crosby Tullos   Dec. 8, 2014

O God our help in ages past, our hope for years to come, we remember today 

those who have gone on before us, your blessed servants and friends. 

In this moment of extended silence, hear our prayers of gratitude for the ways 

in which their lives have touched ours, and the witness they have borne to your 

love in this world.

Although we grieve, we do not grieve as those who have no hope: for Christ 

has died, and Christ is risen, and through Christ we receive victory over sin and 

death. In the light of the resurrection, let us remember these God’s servants.

Friday, June 5, 2015

A bell tolls as each 
name is remembered.
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:: Continued, Page 23

The Mississippi Annual Conference celebrated 
vitality in churches and individuals through an 
exciting night of storytelling during a banquet 

on June 3, 2015. Award recipients of Harry Denman, 
Emma Elzy, Tobias Gibson, and congregations demon-
strating vitality were honored at the celebration. The 
United Methodist Hour coordinated the gathering that 
was open to anyone who purchased tickets or tables.

• Emma K Elzy Award 
The Elzy Award encourages reconciliation by honor-

ing an individual, group, or institution that has shown 
outstanding achievement in race relations in the state 
of Mississippi. The Rev. Peggy Gibson is the 2015 re-
cipient of this award.

• Francis Asbury Award 
The Francis Asbury Award recognizes an individual 

who has made significant contributions to higher edu-

cation and campus ministry at the local, district or an-
nual conference level of the church. The Rev. Hugh 
Griffith is the 2015 recipient of this award.

• Harry Denman  Evangelism Award
The Harry Denman Award celebrates the personal 

evangelism of United Methodist clergy, laity and youth, 
who make a difference in the lives of people, the church 
and the community. The 2015 award recipients are  Rev. 
Early Michael “Doc” Shelton (clergy), Turner Arant 
(lay adult) and  Julia Holland (youth).    

• Tobias Gibson Award 
The Tobias Gibson Award is given to individuals

who have made contributions to preservation, 
collecting, and promoting Methodist history. The Rev.
Rob Webb (no photo available ) received this award. 

• One Matters Discipleship Award
The General Board of Discipleship celebrates the sto-

ries of transformation in your annual conference. One 
person matters to God and matters to us. The “One Mat-
ters Discipleship Award” is intended to celebrate the joy 
of inviting others into a life with Christ that highlights 
the journey of change they made in order to make 
disciples, become more vital, and turn their zeros into 
positive numbers.  Mount Pleasant UMC, Lucedale, 
will receive a One Matters Discipleship Ministries Award 
plaque and $1,000 to continue their ministry.

• Vital Churches Awards
The Vital Churches awardees were selected based on 

their vital statistics in the areas of worship attendance, 
new disciples of Jesus, disciples engaged in small 
groups, disciples engaged in missions, and generous 
giving. They were chosen by members of the Cabinet. 
(The Cabinet provides oversight and direction for the work 
of the annual conference, districts, and local churches. The 
Cabinet works as a unit on developing the appointments 
for the ministerial members, which are made or fixed by 
the bishop.)

• Brookhaven – Monticello UMC
• East Jackson – Madison First UMC

• Greenwood – John Wesley/Barlow 

• Hattiesburg – Main Street UMC 

• Meridian – Philadelphia First UMC 

• New Albany – Oxford: Providence UMC 

• Seashore – Lucedale: Mt. Pleasant UMC 

• Senatobia – Hernando UMC  

• Starkville – Griffin UMC 

• Tupelo – Saltillo First UMC 

• West Jackson – Jackson: St. Luke UMC

Glory Sightings Banquet
Hosted by The United Methodist Hour

Emma K. Elzy Award

Harry Denman Evangelism Award

Francis Asbury Award

One Matters Discipleship Award
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Pre-Conference Workshops: Connecting the Pieces 

Mississippi United Methodists and those 
beyond the annual conference participated 
in a series of pre-conference workshops on 

June 3, 2015.  A variety of trainings were offered.  Pre-
conference workshops create opportunities for clergy 
and laity to access resources and share them with their 
local churches. Hundreds took advantage of these 
holy conferencing opportunities. These resources help 
connect puzzle pieces that create vital and welcoming 
congregations, inclusive worship and faith communities 
that embody love and The POWER of  We.

2015 Pre-Conference Workshops
• A Church-Based Healthy Living Program
• Domestic Violence Awareness
• Stewards of Children: Adults Protecting Children from 

Sexual Abuse 

• 5 Priorities for Building Faith in the Next Generation
• Africa University Up Close and Personal
• Exploring Sabbath: Practical Methods with Children 

and Families
• Disability
• Disaster Response 
• Evangelism Through Worship
• First-Timers Workshop
• Giving/Generosity
• In Mission Together: Making a Difference without 

Damage 
• Mission Engagement
• Revitalization 

• Small Groups
• Shared Leadership Between Clergy and Laity
• Status and Role of Women
• United Methodist Communications Tools for 

Increasing Your Church’s Vitality
• United Methodist Communications Welcoming
• Funding the Ministry of the Mississippi Annual 

Conference

Healthy living requires attention to the mind body 
and spirit. Those attending this presentation learned 
how churches can participate in Community Health 
Advocates training program. 

It was standing room only during the work titled 
Evangelism Through Worship, led by Bishop James 
Swanson, Sr.  

Executive director of the Wesley House, Ginger Gris-
som, shared that church leaders need to learn the signs 
of domestic abuse and what they can do about it.

Residence In Ministry (RIM) 
Residency in Ministry is a program designed by the Mississippi Conference Board of Ministry  

to provide provisional members of the Mississippi Annual Conference with support and guidance that will nourish continued 
theological education, spiritual formation and practical skills for ministry. “Provisional members are on trial in preparation for 

membership in full connection in the annual conference as deacons or elders. They are on probation as to character,  
servant leadership and effectiveness in ministry” (Book of Discipline).



Make your church a place that 
welcomes people of all abili-
ties. First, start with the physical 

accessibility. Do not assume that every-
one drives. Be sure there is an accessible 
route from any existing sidewalk that 
has ramps, not stairs. Don’t make people 
in wheelchairs ride in with the automo-
biles. Make the route as direct as possible. 
When it can’t be because of technical 
problems (e.g. numerous stairs), be sure 
to place signs with arrows showing the 

“Accessible Route.”
Remove steps and abrupt rises at 

door thresholds. Sturdy, long-lasting 
aluminum ramps can be purchased for 
almost any height. Not just people that 
use wheelchairs benefit, but those push-
ing strollers or people with difficulty 
walking will appreciate the difference. 

People with disabilities are like ev-
eryone else and having options to sit 
among their friends is important. Be 
sure to place cut-outs at various places 
among the pews, so people can choose 
where they sit. Some of those cut-outs 
will need to be near the entrance, for 
those unable to walk long distances. 
Others will need to be near the front, for 
those who cannot see well. But as a gen-
eral rule, make the wheelchair cut-outs 
among everyone else. No one likes to 
feel segregated. Often people use these 
to place their walkers, scooters, etc. near-
by while sitting in the adjacent pew.

Finally, have at least one fully-ADA-
compliant restroom. If someone at your 
church makes a request for accommo-
dations due to a disability, do everything 
possible to meet it. Remember, religious 

organizations and private clubs are ex-
empt from the physical accessibility re-
quirements of ADA, so you don’t need to 
be concerned about lawsuits. Do it be-

cause it exhibits Jesus’ extravagant hospi-
tality. It sends a message to people with 
disabilities: “We thought of you, we value 
you, and you are welcome with us.”
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The Faith Communities Formation Committee was 
created as a result of the Annual Conference re-
structure in 2014. The Faith Communities Forma-

tion Committee has been tasked with forming new faith 
communities and revitalizing existing congregations. 
Rooted in the Great Commission of Matthew 28, we are 
tasked with “seeking the lost” and “discipling the found.” 
In these tasks, Mississippi Methodism has its being.  The 
reality of starting new faith communities is understand-
ing the power in the “new.” The reality is that new groups 
connect more people than existing groups because 
everyone in the group is “new.” A “new” group makes it 
easier for newcomers to connect. New groups generate 
fresh excitement and more opportunity for connection 
and growth within the church. Acceptance in existing 
groups is often hard as individuals are already well-

connected with one another. There 
are open groups and closed groups 
within a church regardless of what 
we call them. A big part of our work is 
starting new faith communities as we 
lean into the power of NEW.  

The committee also has the re-
sponsibility of encouraging vitality 
in existing communities of faith. This 
includes assisting groups in mea-
suring their effectiveness and spiri-

tual development and living into our core values so that 
churches can be resourced in areas needed and fulfill the 
call of God on their lives. It may also aid in determining 
whether the fields are ripe for harvest of disciples so that 
new congregations can be planted. 

The committees associated with this great work in-
clude the Committee on New Church Starts, Committee 
on Revitalization, which includes the functions of the 
Board of Discipleship, Committee on Small Membership 
Church, Committee on Parish and Community Develop-
ment, and Multicultural and Racial and Ethnic Ministries, 
which includes functions of Hispanic, Latino, and Native 
American Ministries.

In March of this year, I was named director of the Faith 
Communities Formation Committee, and since that time, 
the committe and I have been busy with the work of 
adopting policies and guidelines. Serving as director of 
Faith Communities Formation gives me the opportunity 
to build the Kingdom of God by getting people in vital 
relationships with Jesus Christ, by starting New Places 
for New People, and strengthening the body of Christ by 

Forming Faith Communities

Rev. Tim 
Thompson

A Church for All Abilities
“We thought of you, we value you, and you are welcome with us.”

By Dr. Scott Crawford

Rev. Eric Pridmore and his guide dog 
Atlas.

Dr. Scott Crawford, lay 
delegate and disability 
rights activist, prepares 
for the beginning of the 
Laity Executive Session 
on Thursday.

:: Continued, Page 11
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Mississippi’s United Method-
ist Men and United Methodist 
Women are working together 

at the request of Bishop James Swanson, 
Sr. to alert our churches to the problem of 
domestic violence. While a few workshops 
have already been held, a task force is at 
work sharing resources and making plans 
to spread the word about what domestic 
violence is and how faith communities can 
address the problem. 

Representatives from both the men’s 
and women’s groups recently attended 
the seminar “Domestic Violence: Aware-
ness to Action” at Lake Junaluska, N.C. 
With this training resource, the task force 
will be visiting each district with materials 
and suggestions about ways a faith com-

munity can respond to domestic violence. 
Ways our churches can create a unified 

response to sexual and domestic violence 
include the following:
•  Make your church a safe place where vic-

tims of domestic violence can come for 
help. Display brochures and posters with 
the telephone numbers of programs 
in your area. Publicize the National Do-
mestic Violence Hotline: 800- 799-SAFE 
(7233) or local shelter information.

• Educate the congregation through news-
letters, bulletin boards, and marriage 
preparation classes; create an environ-
ment of awareness.

• Speak out about domestic violence and 
sexual assault.

• Prepare to be a resource with theological 

and scriptural understandings to better 
respond to the faith and cultural issues 
related to violence and abuse.

• Get professional training.
• Partner with existing resources.
• Offer space to local agencies as a safe 

meeting location to work with a survivor, 
lead educational seminars, or hold week-
ly support groups.

• Lead by example. Volunteer at a local 
domestic violence program or attend a 
training to become a crisis volunteer.

• Encourage efforts to implement safe 
church policies and address allegations 
of abuse.

As faithful United Methodists, it is our re-
sponsibility to speak out and break the si-
lence in our congregations. It is our role to 
support education about healthy relation-
ships in our religious education programs. 
We can make a difference.

Domestic Violence: Awareness to Action
By Kay Barksdale, President, United Methodist Women

Kay Barksdale, UMW president, and Andy 
Tentoni, UMM President, address the Confer-
ence on the subject of domestic violence.

maturing the saints through existing congregations, or 
as I said earlier, seeking the lost and discipling the found. 
The committee is requesting that no new requests for 
aid be sent in until November 1 as policies are estab-
lished regarding how we will accept new requests for 
aid for New Faith Communities and Revitalization Proj-
ects across the annual conference. Rev. Regan Miskelly, 

Pastor of First Church Columbus, serves as the chair.  
Mississippi Conference, you are invited to join the Faith 
Communities Formation Committee in looking across 
our connection for new faith community possibilities, as 
we move forward in revitalizing existing congregations 
where people are seeking to be vital, sustainable centers 
for Jesus Christ, and as we work with the Spiritual Life 

Director and his team to recruit and train clergy and la-
ity willing to work collaboratively to provide leadership 
empowered by the Holy Spirit. This type of leadership is 
necessary to move us into the future and to make dis-
ciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of this world. 

The task force will 

be visiting each 

district with materials 

and suggestions 

about ways a faith 

community can 

respond to domestic 

violence.
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Anchored in the call to lives of 
love, justice and service, the 
2015 Session of the Mississippi 

Annual Conference confirmed the ordina-
tion of the following men and women. The 
service was held on Friday, June 5, 2015 at 
the Jackson Convention Complex in Jack-
son, Mississippi.  The  processional and 
recessional were particularly worshipful 
for those called and their loved ones who 
gathered to witness. Bishop James Swan-
son Sr. delivered the message titled “Rest in 
the promise of the POWER of God’s love.”  
Swanson explained, “This relationship with 
God sets you free to live into the vows you 
have made.”  

Associate Members:
Ricky Hugh Bishop, Tyrone Michael Stall-
ings, Sr. and Sarah Faye Windham

Commissioning:
Brister Calvin Cosnahan, Jonathan Andrew 
Crabtree, Kristina Gail Crabtree, Thomas 
Eric Davis, Michael D. Evans, Erin Elise Hicks

Aislinn Alysse Kopp, Frank Eugene (Smith) 
Lilley, Jr., Jonathan McNeil Lowry Parker, 
Bess Marie Perrier and Elizabeth Corinne 
Queen
Ordination as Elder:
Mark Eric Barfield

Ordination as Deacon:
Anna Kristen Chipley Schrickel

(Names are not in order as pictured.)
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Service of Ordination and Commissioning

Associate Members

Ordination as Elder (left) 
and Deacon (right)

Commissioning

Celebration of Retirees: Farewell with Grace and Thanks

In 1908, Winston Churchill posed the 
question, “What is the use of living if it be 
not to strive for noble causes and to make 

this muddled world a better place for those 
who will live in it?”  

One of the great joys at Annual Confer-
ence is to celebrate our retirees, those faith-

ful Disciples of Christ 
who have made the 
world better and served 
God faithfully as pas-
tors, counselors, teachers, chap-
lains, district superintendents—
and most of all—as examples of 
sacrificial service. We know that 
official retirement is not the end. 
Some will continue to serve voca-
tionally. All will continue to witness 

the love of God that came to the world through Christ 
Jesus.  

Our 2015 retirees represent 624 years of faithful 
ministry. Imagine that! How many lives were changed, 

souls saved, and work done for God’s kingdom? We are 
grateful for their service, as we know that the  life of a 
minister is hardly easy. Over the years, there have been 
many nights spent in hospitals and postponement of 
vacations. These men and women of God have shep-
herded families and congregations through tragic and 
difficult times as well as through celebrations. Through 
it all, God has used each minister to give something 
greater than himself or herself.   

May we join together and give thanks to 
God for our 2015 retirees for faithfully an-
swering and serving the call. Praise God for 
the blessing of pastoral ministry!

2015  Retirees

• Deacons - Felix Lloyd Rollins
• Elders - Martha Ann Alexander, George W. 
Buell, David Wesley Carroll, Cora Crumble, 
Danny Neil Dabbs, Walter Ethan Goldsmith, 
Gerald Douglas Lord, Selber Mae McShepard, 

John Clark Moore, Larry Joe Haggard, Garry E. Ruff, Casey 
Marion Smith, Thomas Webb Sorrell, Richmond Stoglin, 
Dorothy Dale Owen Yarborough
• Associate Members - David William Meadows and 
Donny Ray Riley
• Local Pastors - Samuel  Napoleon Anderson, Lister 
H. Bowdoin, Billy Wayne Cornett, Francis Joseph Davis, 
Diane Moore Elliott, Mary Elizabeth Piazza, Robert W. 
Thornhill, Calvin Northea Johnson, Marvin Jean Gipson 

Rev. Larry 
Hilliard

2015 Retirees and Spouses



The Circuit Rider :: SPECIAL EDITION  13

T
he 2015 Miss Annual Conference was the first 

full year of having available a consent calendar 

for Petitions and Resolutions.  Of the 16 petitions 

submitted to the 2015 Session of the Mississippi Annual 

Conference, 14 of them were moved to the consent cal-

endar by unanimous vote of the committee on Petitions 

and Resolutions and was approved by the Annual Con-

ference at its first Plenary Session. The resolutions that 

were approved by consent calendar were as follows:

1. A petition on prayer routinely offered by the Rev. John-

ny Dinas, this year offered by Trey Harper.

2. A petition offered every year to comply with IRS Code 

by allowing retired and disabled clergy to move a portion 

of their income into a housing allowance.

3. A petition that allows a portion of the proceeds of the 

mineral rights of historic properties to be used for their 

upkeep.

4. A group of 5 petitions that ad-

dressed 5 specific areas of concern 

for persons with disabilities.  These 

petitions will be sent to General Con-

ference for 2016 and assigned to the 

appropriate legislative committee for 

further perfection and referral to the 

floor of GC2016 for final adoption.  

They deal with ministerial candidates 

with disabilities, mental illness benefits, a requirement 

that there be a person with disabilities be involved in the 

decision making process for clergy medical benefits, ac-

cessibility of annual conference meetings and disability 

compensation.  

5. A petition to General Conference 2016 that states 

explicitly that the General Commission on the General 

Conference may not arbitrarily set the number of GC del-

egates when the formula renders a number greater than 

1000 or less than 650.  

6. A petition to GC2016 that requires each jurisdiction be 

financial responsible for their bishops

7. A  petition to GC2016 that makes the complainant a 

party to all just resolutions.

8. A petition to GC2016 that gives the church the right to 

Appeal the finding of a Trial Court on an issues of Church 

Law or administration.

9. A petition to GC2016 that adds as a chargeable offense 

disrupting the business of the General Conference.

10. A petition to GC2016 that would require the UMC 

withdraw form the Religions Coalition for Reproductive 

Choice.  

Conference action on the two remaining petitions and 

resolutions was completed Saturday morning.  Look for 

these results in an upcoming edition of The Circuit Rider. 

Petitions and Resolutions

Stephen 
Sparks

Bishop Swanson congratulates Hillary 
Glover of the New Albany District, while 
Lou Ann Staggs (who gave a mission 
report) looks on.

Delphine Swanson is understandably proud of new-
est granddaughter Laila, while her mother JaNae 
Swanson-Brown, looks on.

A cross made of 
shards of glass 
from Hurricane 
Katrina.

Bishop Swanson gets up close and personal with with associate, 
provisional, and ordinands.

Snapshots from 
the 2015 Annual 

Conference 
Session  

•



Greg Forrester, assistant general 
secretary for the United Method-
ist Committee on Relief (UMCOR) 

disaster response, in the United States, 
expressed his gratitude to the Mississippi 
Annual Conference for its ongoing sup-
port of UMCOR.  
The non-profit 
organizat ion 
dedicated to 
alleviating hu-
man suffering 
around the 
globe is cel-
ebrating its 
75th anniver-
sary. UMCOR’s 
work includes 
programs and 
projects in disaster response, health, sus-
tainable agriculture, food security, relief 
supplies, and more. The anniversary falls 
ten years after Hurricane Katrina’s impact 
on Mississippi which happened under the 
episcopal leadership of Bishop Hope Mor-
gan Ward. A video message from her to the 
Mississippi Conference was presented at 
the annual conference session.  She stated:

“Living with you ten years ago, we expe-
rienced the overwhelming devastation of 
the storm, the great loss the grief and over-
whelming challenges…we indeed saw the 
goodness of God in days after Katrina as we 
gave comfort, as we welcomed volunteers 

from around 
the world, as we 
helped people 
return home. 
Thank you for 
your partner-
ship then and 
now in the min-
istry we share 
as United Meth-
odist people.  
Indeed, God 
continued to be 

our light and our salvation, and we continue 
to see the goodness of God in the land of the 
living. May Christ be with you in this anniver-
sary year and always.”

Mississippi continues to be strong, 
recently commemorating the one year 
long-term disaster recovery from severe 
weather that swept through Lee and Win-
ston counties April 28, 2014. 
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Mississippi United Methodist churches, Sunday school classes, 
and mission minded individuals in Mississippi were asked to 
donate items for the Annual Conference Mission Auction. 

Items such as crafts, antiques, unique gifts, and experiences valued at 
$25 or more, went to the highest bidders. All proceeds for the auction 
will go toward the mission and ministry organizations located in the 
eleven districts of the Mississippi Annual Conference.  

Missions Marketplace 2015 Beneficiaries
• Brookhaven District: District Food Banks and Meal Ministries
• East Jackson District: Millsaps Wesley Foundation/The Methodist Chil-

dren’s Homes
• Greenwood District: The Unique Learning Center, Greenville
• Hattiesburg District: Fellowship Health Clinic at Edwards Street Fellow-

ship Center.
• Meridian District:  Wesley House
• New Albany District: District Clergy Sustentation Fund
• Seashore District: The Barn-MGCCC Perk Campus Wesley Foundation
• Senatobia District: Senatobia District El Salvador Mission Team
• Starkville District: Team Hope - Starkville District Health Ministry
• Tupelo: Tupelo District Food Pantries
• West Jackson: Methodist Children’s Homes and JSU Wesley Foundation

Mississippi Auction: Bidding for Missions

A Time of Celebration, A Time to Remember

Mellie Childs Jordan (right), UMCOR case 
manager, offered a moving testimony of 

the life-changing work of UMCOR.

John Bowlin and 
Chesley Hedglin look 

over auction items.

Above photo: From left, Rev. Dr. Connie 
Shelton, director of connectional ministries 
and communications; David Cumbest, 
UMCOR disaster response coordinator for 
Mississippi; and David Newton, UMVIM 
coordinator for Mississippi, give a report 
on disaster recovery.

• • •



Inspired by the widespread Soulpancake video, “Take 
a Seat – Make a Friend,” the Mississippi Annual Confer-
ence produced its own version.  The concept involves 

two strangers who climb in a ball pit for conversations over 
questions that are labeled on the balls. If the experiment 
proves true, the strangers will leave knowing they have 
something in common and perhaps, make a new friend.  
Clergy lay and visitors of the annual conference session 
were invited to participate.

Shawn Arrington, of Silver Spree UMC in Meridian, 
Mississippi and a recent high school graduate, was not 
hesitant to hop in the pit.  However, he did hesitate over 

whether he would have anything in common with the 
stranger teamed with him, Rev. Paul Luckett. Luckett is 
the pastor of St. Paul UMC in Canton and Blessed Trinity 
UMC, in Jackson (both in Mississippi). He is 40 years older 
than Arrington.  Both of them talked about their love for 
Jesus and changing the world.  They made another con-
nection in a conversation about playing musical instru-
ments. Luckett mentioned that he played the piano and 
Arrington beamed.

 “I was surprised because of our age difference.  I have 
always wanted to play the piano. The experiment is some-
thing people should do more often,” said Arrington.

 “It is always good to meet people. I never found a 
stranger because we are all made in the image and like-
ness of God so, we should all show that love. Love is the 
key to it all,” replied Luckett.

 Another pair taking the plunge into the colorful tub 
was Brian Johnston, the youth director at St. Matthews 
UMC in Madison, Mississippi along with his recently ap-
pointed lead pastor, Rev. Andy Stoddard.

 “The ball pit was awesome for somebody who had not 
been in a ball pit in a very long time. Being in a semi-closed 
area with one person makes you have to talk,” said John-
ston.

 While talking, the two learned they both have a pas-
sion for like baseball and are looking forward to serving 
together.

 “I think the cool thing about this is that so many things 
in our world pulls us apart and sometimes it takes acts  of 
Holy-silliness to really build up relationships and I  thought 
this was just a really cool thing to do,” said Stoddard, who 
laughed at himself for losing his keys in the pit.

 Mike Howington the Mississippi Conference youth and 
families coordinator took pleasure in helping find them af-
ter a few deep dives in the ball pit.

The Circuit Rider :: SPECIAL EDITION  15

Mississippi United Methodists 
celebrated reaching their one 
million meals goal for the hun-

ger relief agency Stop Hunger Now dur-
ing the 2015 annual conference session. 
Delphine Swanson, the wife of Bishop 

James Swanson Sr. 
of the Mississippi 
Area, initiated the 
charge a year ago 
at the 2014 session.  
Mississippi Confer-
ence local churches, 
districts, and groups 
participated by host-
ing meal packaging 
events. There were 

approximately 70 held across the state. 
Stop Hunger Now meals are nutritiously 
sound. Every dehydrated rice/soy meal 
is fortified with 23 essential vitamins and 

nutrients. Research has shown that one in 
three people in developing countries are 
adversely affected by vitamin and mineral 
deficiencies.

In the end, the Mississippi Conference 
packed 1, 358, 706 meals, nearly reaching 
the additional 500,000 meals challenge 
from Bishop Swanson.

The Rev. Ray Buchanan, founder of 
Stop Hunger Now, attended the 2015 ses-
sion and presented Mrs. Swanson with an 
award that she accepted on behalf of the 
Mississippi Conference. She thanked the 
church for their faithfulness to feed those 
who hunger around the world and en-
couraged United Methodists to continue 
supporting Stop Hunger Now.

Mission Accomplished!
Mississippi Conference Surpasses One Million Meals Goal

Rev. Steve Hickle, faith outreach coordi-
nator for Stop Hunger Now, congratu-
lates the Conference on the remarkable 
accomplishment of packaging and 
providing 1.3 million nourishing meals 
throughout the year.  Also shown are 
Pat Ware with Stop Hunger Now and 
Delphine Swanson, who spearheaded 
the 1 million meal challenge to the 
Conference.

Literally Having a Ball at Annual Conference
By Tamica Smith Jeuitt, Senior Communications Specialist

From left, Brian Johnston and Rev. Andy Stoddard 
capture the ball pit experience with a selfie photo.

Shawn Arrington reads a question on one of the balls 
to Rev. Paul Luckett.

Tamica Smith 
Jeuitt
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Africa University’s associate vice-

chancellor of development, James Salley 

recalled the history of the university and 

thanked the Mississippi Conference for 

its support.

(Left to right) Honorary co-chairs of the Mississippi 
Africa University Partnership, Dr. Joe May and Dr. 
Aubrey Lucas with co-chair, Rev. Jimmy Carr, claps to 
an Africa University Choir song.

Lay servant coordinator 

Tina Scott presents a choir 

member with cedar crosses 

made by Senatobia District 

superintendent Andy Ray.

The cost of attending Africa University for one year including tuition, 
room, board, and books is $5,200. To create an endowment to provide 

an annual scholarship of $5,200 requires $130,000.

The goal of the Mississippi Conference campaign is to provide 10 en-
dowed scholarships of $130,000 each for a total of $1,300,000.  The 
campaign goal of $1,300,000 can be reached by gifts from churches 
and individuals in the following amounts:

• To endow a scholarship for one year = $130,000
• To endow a scholarship for one month = $14,400
• To endow a scholarship for one week = $3,600
• To endow a scholarship for one day = $725

Every local church in the Mississippi Conference is challenged to 
participate in the campaign at the level appropriate for that church. 
For some churches, the endowment for one day of $725 will be an 
appropriate and significant gift.

The Mississippi Annual Conference welcomed the Africa 
University Choir. The group consists of 15 talented singers from 
six countries of the continent Africa. The choir performed for 
several United Methodist communities during an 18 day tour 
across Mississippi with a final performance during the session  

of annual conference on 
Thursday, June 4, 2015.  

ASSURING THE FUTURE OF

WITH ENDOWMENTS

Tendekai Kuture pictured far left in blue, has been the director of the Africa 

University Choir since 2008.

 

The 2015  
Mission Offering  

will support  
The Mississippi- 
Africa University  

Partnership.

See page 24 for those 
committed to giving 
full scholarships and 

major gifts.

•

Photo by Mike Dubose
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(Left to right) Honorary co-chairs of the Mississippi 
Africa University Partnership, Dr. Joe May and Dr. 
Aubrey Lucas with co-chair, Rev. Jimmy Carr, claps to 
an Africa University Choir song.

Martha Scarborough informs the conference about a 
vacation Bible school study on Africa University.  Rev. 
Jimmy Carr and Lloyd Rollins, Africa University consul-
tant, looks on.

Bishop Swanson and his wife Delphine (far right) 
having a good time with the Africa University choir.

Bill Scott, lay servant coordinator, displays a newspaper 
article featuring the Africa University Choir. Each choir 
member received a copy. The Rev. Jimmy Carr applauds 
the gift.

With voices raised, the Africa University Choir gave a spirited performance on June 4, 2015 during the  Mission Offering.  

Delegates contribute to the Mission Offering during the Thursday evening  
Mission Service while the Africa University Choir sings.

 “I pray every day and night 
for people I don’t know and 
that God bless them and 
that I would prove to be a 
worthy investment.” 

–  Jatutu Pambi Yusuf,   
    African University Student 

Tendekai Kuture pictured far left in blue, has been the director of the Africa 

University Choir since 2008.
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Rev. Trey Harper and the Setting of the Bar of the 
Conference.

Methodist Healthcare volunteer Joyce Wiggins 
checks blood pressure of Jerry Baker of Coldwater.

The praise team from Asbury UMC in Petal per-
form at annual conference.

Clergy spouses enjoying brunch from left to right, 
Jean Burton, Clydia Milner and Betty Spencer.

Dr. Dora Washington and Rev. Rusty Keen, co-
chairs of the Annual Conference Planning Commit-
tee, serve communion at the conclusion of opening 
worship.

Michael Ugwueke, Methodist Le Bonheur Healthcare 
thanks the Mississippi Conference for their support.

Clergy spouses from left to right Lydia Dailey, 
Bob Fuler, Brenda Pickering, with luncheon guest 
speaker Elizabeth Cumbest.

Bishop Swanson blesses the delegates on Thursday 
concluding the Service of Word and Table.

Timothy Crisler, Conference Lay Leader, during the 
Laity Executive Session on Thursday.

The disabilities committee gives a report to the an-
nual conference.

Rev. Allison Carr Dickerson, Bishop Swanson and 
Timothy Crisler, Conference Lay Leader, as the 
Bishop breaks bread at opening worship.

Matt King a worship leader from Hernando, MS leads 
the NEXUS youth.  His desire for each young person 
was to connect with God through songs.
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Joshua Swanson smiles as his father Bishop James 
Swanson Sr. introduces him to members of the annual 
conference.

Rev. Larry Hilliard speaks on forming spiritual leaders.

Delphine Swanson accepts award from Rev. Steve 
Hickle (blue tie). Also present was Bishop Swanson 
and Pat Ware.

A group gathered to pray for racial reconciliation and 
all injustices following the Service of the Ordering of 
Ministry.

Conference members enjoying Friday morning wor-
ship at annual conference.

The children’s choir from Galloway Memorial UMC 
perform.

Bishop Swanson conducts the Service of the Ordering 
of Ministry.

Mike Howington, youth and families coordinator gives 
the student ministry report.

Stephen Tilman was a guest soloist for morning  
worship.

Bishop Swanson congratulates Mark Eric Barfield 
(elder) and Anna Kristen Chipley Schrickel (deacon).

Rev. John Moore delivered the message for Friday’s 
Memorial Service.

Highlights from the Service of the Ordering of Ministry.

27
th 

M
ississippi

Annual Conference
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The NEXUS youth day event at annual conference 
kicked off with a thriller BMX Biker performance 
in the parking lot of Crossgates United Method-

ist Church in Brandon, Mississippi.  Roughly 250 young 
people braved the heat to watch the bikers. The bravest 
of the group perhaps were the young people who laid 
on the pavement for the stunt riders to leap over them. 
For each jump, NEXUS leader, the Rev. Diane Lemmon 
nervously watched, “I am holding my breath and pray-
ing,” she said.

 Attractions such as this are what keep Matthew 
Sanders attending NEXUS for the last three years. The 

15 year-old is a member of The Point, also located in 
Brandon.  He said he also looks forward to receiving the 
bottom line message.

“They have a great worship which really gets you in 
the mood and they have small group times that let you 
talk personal with kids your age. So, you kind of get a 
chance to understand problems you may be going 
through,” said Sanders. 

Savanna James is a first-timer to NEXUS. She recently 
graduated from a high school in Columbia, Mississippi 
where she is a member of New Zion UMC. She came to 
NEXUS with a group of about 20 other youth from her 
church.

 “This is very interesting…I just hope we all learn 
something from this and take this back to our church,” 

said James.
 The 2015 NEXUS theme was Illuminate. The key verse 

“Let your light shine for all to see,” is from Matthew 5:16.   
The Rev. Kordell Sims Sr., of White Oak United Meth-
odist Church in Crystal Springs, Mississippi, was the 
guest speaker. His sermon included three key points for 
youth. He explained that their light was personal and 
they were positioned as light. Lastly, he discussed their 
purpose as light. “Basically, I just wanted to reaffirm we 
are precious, we are prestigious to God. Love on every-
body. Be genuine. Be who God called you to be and 
spread the Gospel.” said Sims. 

A member of the Outcast 
BMX Bikers team pumps 
up excitement as he flies 

over eight youth attending 
the NEXUS youth day at 

annual conference.

Fitting with the 
theme, Illuminate, 
Rev. Kordell Sims 
Sr. reminded the 
youth they were 
designed to shine.

At the end of worship students turned on their cell 
phone lights connecting with the theme Illuminate to 
send united prayers for student ministry and the  
annual conference. Photo by Mike Howington.

“Love on everybody. Be genuine. 
Be who God called you to be  

and spread the Gospel.”  
– rev. Kordell sims sr.

“Let your light shine for all to see.” — Matthew 5:16
By Tamica Smith Jeuitt, Senior Communications Specialist

•
youth day @ annual conference

2015

ILLUMINATE
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Commissioning South Korea Delegates
By Rev. Bruce Case

The 2015 Young People’s Delega-
tion to South Korea was commis-
sioned on Friday morning after 

Bishop Young Jin Cho’s (Virginia Annual 
Conference) Bible study session.  The 
delegation is made up of 14 students (10 
of them from Mississippi and four from 
South Carolina). The Rev. Justin White 
and I will be leading the Mississippi con-
tingent.  The Rev. Jeri Katherine Sipes of 
Columbia, South Carolina is the leader 
from South Carolina. Rev. Levi Bautista 
and Jilian Abbelle are representatives 
from the General Board of Church and 
Society (GBCS) who will be the guides for 
the journey. The team of 19 will leave for 
South Korea on June 30, 2015 and return 
home on July 11, 2015. 

The delegates have retreated, wor-
shipped, and learned together about the 
culture, history, and faith of South Korea.  

They have prepared in order to be ready 
to share and receive testimonies of faith 
with South Koreans and to learn from 

their stories of both pain and hope. The 
delegates will come back with new eyes, 
and they look forward to sharing, this fall, 
in churches like yours about what they 
learned of God’s movement of justice and 
peace in South Korea, Mississippi, and 
South Carolina. 

Now, more than ever, we hear Christ’s 
call to be peace-makers and bridge build-
ers for the sake of God’s Kingdom. The 
delegates thank everyone who have sup-
ported them with their financial gifts and 
prayers!  

Bishop Swanson blesses members of the 
South Korea team.

New Model for Wesley Foundations

Beginning July 1, 2015, the Higher Education and 
Campus Ministry Committee of the Mississippi An-
nual Conference is moving to a new model of fund-

ing and resourcing Wesley Foundations across our confer-
ence. The new model is focused on giving local boards of 
directors greater input on how conference funds could be 
spent to best fulfill the mission to make disciples of Jesus 
Christ on their various campuses. This new emphasis also 
takes into account that not every campus is the same, and 
therefore funding will be awarded based on the unique 
needs and possibilities available at each campus. 

Each local unit can apply to receive grants that 
can be used for a combination of salary, program-
ming, and insurance provided that conference 
minimum salary, housing, and benefits require-
ments are met. Applications are due December of 
each year in order to be awarded for following con-

ference year beginning in July. 
While not all applicants will re-
ceive grant funding, it is not the 
intention to abandon ministry 
at those campuses. Instead, the 
conference will assist each unit 
to develop additional sources 
of support and resources from 
individuals, churches, and dis-
tricts.

Additionally, we are excited about a new Cam-
pus Ministry Consultant who will be available to all 
Wesley Foundations as a resource for training, fun-
draising, and visioning. This is a new position, also 
beginning July 1, who will be working closely with 
local boards and campus ministers. For questions 
about this new model and how you might be able 
to connect with a Wesley Foundation near you, 
please email ricky@stlukesjackson.org.

Rev. Ricky 
James

Allison Willis is the 
new campus ministry 
consultant.

Bishop Young Jin Cho preached for the Friday 

morning Bible Study. Cho’s scripture came 

from Luke 18: 18-25. His sermon title was 

“One Thing Lacking.” Cho leads the Virginia 

Annual Conference.

This new emphasis takes into 

account that not every campus is 

the same, and therefore funding 

will be awarded based on  

the unique needs... 
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When Methodist Rehabilitation 
Center opened four decades 
ago, no one was more ready 

for the moment than Lamar Myers.
A quadriplegic from a car accident, the 

2 0 - y e a r - o l d 
Morton native 
had been lan-
guishing in the 
“rehab” wing 
of a Vicksburg 
charity hospital.

“It was re-
ally just a place 
to put you,” he 
said. “I even 
had to share 
a wheelchair 

until I got my own. One guy would use it 
the morning, and I would use it in the af-
ternoon.”

Myers knew he needed a center de-
signed for people with spinal cord injuries. 
And he heard that one was in the works. 
“My doctors kept saying just be patient. 
We’re going to get a rehab hospital in Jack-
son and it will be state of the art.”

On May 5, 1975, that prediction came 
true. MRC began accepting patients who 
previously had to go out of state to receive 
advanced rehab for stroke, brain and spinal 
cord injuries. 

Myers well remembers the thrill of be-
ing MRC’s 58th patient. “My new life was 
about to open up and it was a dream come 
true,” he said. After months in therapy, 
Myers regained the ability to live alone, 
to hold down a job and to eventually be-
come a husband, father and an advocate 
for people with disabilities.

So as MRC commemorates its 40th anni-
versary with the theme “a legacy of caring,” 

Myers will be among those celebrating.
As early as the 1950s, state leaders rec-

ognized the need for a facility like MRC. But 
it wasn’t until the mid-‘60s that the Missis-
sippi Methodist Conference named Earl R. 
Wilson (chairman), Dr. Jesse Wofford, Frank 
E. Hart, Sr. and Hilton L. Ladner to a tempo-
rary board to shepherd the project. 

“They’re considered the ideological ar-
chitects,” said Methodist Rehab CEO Mark 

Adams and a member of Christ UMC in 
Jackson. “They were determined to bring 
first-class rehab services to Mississippi and 
that it be an expression of faith and ser-
vice.”  

The group visited rehab facilities across 
the country and their input formed the 
framework for MRC’s design. Construction 
began in 1970 after the Conference and 
the Mississippi Division of Vocational Reha-
bilitation secured start-up funding, and the 
state offered a building site on the Univer-
sity of Mississippi Medical Center campus.

What began as a Conference-appointed 
study group is now a nationally recognized 
center of excellence with an extensive net-
work of inpatient and outpatient services. 
MRC is an extraordinary United Methodist 
success story of healing and hope. 

Methodist Rehabilitation  
Center Celebrates 40th Anniversary

By Susan Chistensen, Methodist Rehabilitation Center

In 1970, Bishop Edward J. Pendergrass, Jr. and 
lay leaders broke ground to celebrate the creation 
of Methodist Rehabilitation Center in Jackson.  

Lamar Myers  
of Madison 

On May 5, 1975, MRC began
accepting patients who 

previously had to go out of 
state to receive advanced 

rehab for stroke, brain and 
spinal cord injuries.
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Starkville District: Griffin UMC – Pastor, Eddie Jones

Greenwood District: John Wesley/Barlow – Pastor, 
Detra Bishop

New Albany District: Oxford: Providence UMC –  
Pastors, Bobby Dailey and Marvin Quarles

Brookhaven District: Monticello UMC – Pastor,  
Michael Evans

Tupelo District: Saltillo: First UMC – Pastor, Timmy 
Green 

Hattiesburg District: Main Street UMC – Pastors, 
Todd Watson, Linda Dixon, Vicki Hughes and Edgar 
Walker

Seashore District: Lucedale: Mt. Pleasant – Pastor, 
Rapheal Johnson

East Jackson District: Madison First UMC – Pastors, 
Benjamin Butler and James Genesse

West Jackson District: Jackson: St. Luke UMC –  
Pastor, Ricky James

Meridian District: Philadelphia: First UMC – Pastor, 
Fred Britton

Senatobia District: Hernando UMC – Pastors, David 
Cox and Amy Daniels

Glory  
Sightings: 
2015 Vital 
Churches

•

:: SIGHTINGS, Page 8
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PURPOSE 

To enable the Church in the achievement  
of her God-appointed missions by providing  

resources that strengthen the ability of United  
Methodists to be faithful stewards and discover  

the joy of giving and philanthropy while  
advancing Christian ministries. 

 

 

The Mississippi 

United Methodist  

Foundation 
Phone: 601-948-8845 

1-800-496-0975 

mike@ms-umf.org 

www.ms-umf.org 

 

The Mississippi UniTed MeThodisT FoUndaTion 
Resources the Church for Effective Ministry & Fruitful Generousity
Phone: 601.948.8845 • 1.800.496.0975 • mike@ms-umf.org • www.ms-umf.org

Honor and Memorial Gifts to Foundation Endowments April 2014 to May 21, 2015

 

PURPOSE 

To enable the Church in the achievement  
of her God-appointed missions by providing  

resources that strengthen the ability of United  
Methodists to be faithful stewards and discover  

the joy of giving and philanthropy while  
advancing Christian ministries. 

 

 

The Mississippi 

United Methodist  

Foundation 
Phone: 601-948-8845 

1-800-496-0975 

mike@ms-umf.org 

www.ms-umf.org 

 

Foundation Scholarship Fund
In Memory of Hap Owen
Rev. Mike & Lisa Hicks
In Memory of Bea Mabry
Rev. Mike & Lisa Hicks

McCuan Scholarship
In Memory of Eloise Arline, Carl & 
Margaret Lipe, Frances Grantham, 
Bud Lishman, James Thornhill, 
Wanda Redmond, Walter Hibbard
Robert & Mary Ann Bryan

Ministerial Scholarship
In Memory of Clyde Knight
Rev. Larry & Nancy Creel
Rev. Mike & Lisa Hicks

Lewis Scholarship
In memory of Mozelle Lewis
Bill & Raynelle Haddox
Rodney Henderson

Lewis Mallory, Jr.
Juanice Peden
Arty & Amy Finkelberg
Ann Tichenor
Doris Mobarak
Harvey & Di Ann Lewis
In Memory of Bettie Clay

Mrs. James Bennett, Jr.

Hedgepeth Scholarship
In Memory of Orell & H. J. 
Hedgepeth
Hazel Christopher
Dantzler Memorial UMC
Fortnightly Club of Moss Point

Nall & Grantham Fund
In Memory of Jack Grantham

Faye Weaver

Creel Ministerial Scholarship
In Honor of Larry Creel
Rev. Mike & Lisa Hicks
Dorothy Maxine Creel
Joyce G. Lyle
In Memory of Larry Creel
New Hope UMC
Gwen Lindsey
Thomas & Marie Caldwell
Explorers S.S. Crossgates
Frances Savage
Irl Dean Rhodes
Rev. & Mrs. David McIntosh
Rev. Mike & Lisa Hicks
Larry & Pam Gore
Julie & Hany Rezk
Thomas & Rachel Mayo
Carroll S. S. Class
Mary E. Wakefield
Charles & Martha Scarborough

Allen & Donna Holder
Jean Stout
Rev. & Mrs. Jerry Mitchell
Joshua & Jana Phillips
Mr. & Mrs. James McRae
Larry & Patty Robinson
Virginia Wheat
Bishop Timothy & Melba  
  Whitaker
Rev. & Mrs. Jim Ormon
Dr. & Mrs. Paul Cotton
Gracie Crotwell
Rev. & Mrs. Gary Knight
Daniel White
Donnie & Barbara Tynes
Sally Molpus
Harold Harris
Cheryl Webb
Mr. & Mrs. Charles Gray
Mr. & Mrs. David Powe

Ladies Bible Class 
McLauren Heights UMC

Rev. & Mrs. Jean Clark

Mitchell Family Scholarship
In Honor of Mark Mitchell
Rev. & Mrs. Jerry Mitchell
In Honor of Jerry Mitchell
Mark Mitchell
In Honor of Laura Mitchell
Rev. & Mrs. Jerry Mitchell

Anita Gunter Memorial 
In Honor of Doyce Gunter
Nancy Gunter

Pearl River Cemetery  
Endowment
In Memory of Kathryn Clark
Elbert Hilliard

A member of the Africa University Choir documents 
his Mississippi Annual Conference experience.

Africa University Choir members perform a dance-line 
at annual conference.

Rev. Jimmy Ormon, Bishop Swanson  
and Rev. Jerry Beam

Snapshots from 
the 2015 Annual 

Conference 
Session  

•

The Mississippi Annual 
Conference committed 

$586,000 to Africa  
University before the  

Mission Offering collection 
on June 4, 2015.

 
Full Scholarship Commitments:
• Anderson UMC
• Christ UMC
• Galloway Memorial UMC
• Starkville District
 
Major Gift Donors  
(gifts of $10,000 plus)
• Hernando UMC
• Madison UMC (with the C. Hender-

son Rasberry Scholarship for Africa 
University)

• First UMC, Philadelphia
• The West Jackson District  
(with the Henderson and Sandra Ras-
berry Scholarship for Africa University)
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Best Wishes! 

From your Mathiston  
United Methodist  

Church Flock

To The
Rev. Franklin 

Lowe

 
at 

 
1999-2015 

THANK YOU FOR ALLOWING  
US TO SERVE YOU. 

 

 Course of Study 
 Journey Partners 
 Peer Learning Groups 
 Licensing School 
 Shepherd’s Sabbath 
 Clergy Leadership 

Conference 
 Pastor’s School 
 Registrar for CEUs 
 RIM 
 Covenant Community      

of Spiritual Directors 
 Prayer Room @ AC 
 Certificate of Christian 

Studies 
www.centerforministry.com 

Transforming Lives for Jesus Christ

Our prayer is that our 
volunteers will transform 

the lives of those whom they 
serve and in turn will have 

their lives transformed.

DeltaGrace.org facebook.com/DeltaGraceInc

Lee A. Bernard, Jr.
INDEPENDENT DISTRIBUTOR

601-960-0030

Change Your Coffee, 
Change Your Life!

lbernardjr@comcast.net
www.payaduecafe.organogold.com

UMW 
of 

Wesley UMC
Kosciusko, MS

Mrs.  
B.F. (Jessie) 

Harper


In  

Loving  
Memory  

of

1for 15 Years 
of Dedicated 

Service

Kosciusko, MS

The  
UMW 

of 
Wesley UMC

Honor
Mrs.  

Mary V.  
Ford

Rev. Trey Harper introduces the lay delegate candidates for 2016 General Conference.
 

Ginger Holland continues to be overwhelmed with 
gratitude for the conference support of Wesley 
House.
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Because of you,
the Methodist Children’s Homes 

serves as a safe haven to over 160 
abused and neglected children 

each year.

Heal with your prayers ...
• Pray for our children and staff

• Host a supply drive
• Host a church offering

• Host an event for our youth
• Send a group to work construction    

or landscaping

Heal with your resources ...

Heal with your time ...

Heal with your support ...
• Invite an MCH speaker to your church
• Share the story of MCH with someone    

you know

805 North Flag Chapel    Jackson, MS 39209    
(601) 853-5000    www.mchms.org

In ministry with the 
Mississippi Conference of The United Methodist Church.

Southern Christian Services Ad 4.1875x10 042915.indd   1 4/29/15   2:17 PM

Heidelberg  
Stained Glass

4418 27th Street • Meridian, MS 39307

Design,  
Fabrication,  
Restoration

For prices, designs and appointments, 
please write or phone

Phone: 1-800-368-2705
Fax: 601-483-7958

or visit

http://heidelbergstainedglass.com
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Gammon Theological Seminary 
The United Methodist Constituent Member Seminary of the  

Interdenominational Theological Center (Atlanta, GA) 

 
Gammon/ITC, a consortium of 6 historically African American theological schools, is a unique and diverse ecu-
menical community whose mission is to educate Christian leaders for ministry and service in the Church and the 
global community.  Gammon/ITC educates and nurtures men and women who commit to and practice a liber-
ating and transforming spirituality; academic discipline; religious, gender, and cultural diversity; and justice and 
peace.   
 

A History of Bold Leadership 
Gammon/ITC was home to the civil rights movement in Atlanta, and served as the first home of the Martin Luther King, Jr. 
Center for Non-Violent Social Change. 
 

An African American Perspective 
Gammon/ITC educates from the unique theological heritage and spiritual wealth of the African American perspective.  We 
are a seminary community preparing each student to lead in a pluralistic society.  Unlike anywhere else, here you will be 
exposed to diverse African American perspectives, preparing you to be an effective and culturally sensitive pastor, while 
gaining a greater understanding and deeper appreciation for the rich African American religious experience. 
 

Degree Programs 
Gammon/ITC offers four degree programs: 

Master of Divinity (M.Div.) 
Master of Arts in Christian Education (M.A.C.E.) 

Doctor of Ministry (D.Min.) 
Doctor of Theology in Pastoral Counseling (Th.D.) 

All degree programs are available online through Gammon/ITC’s Distance Education Program 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
The Reverend Dr. Albert Mosley, President 

Clergy Member, Mississippi Annual Conference 
 

www.gammon-itc.org 
www.itc.edu 
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...Serving older adults in the 
spirit of Christian love.

Specializing in Senior Living Options

Celebration. Innovation. Hope.

662-844-8977 • www.mss.org

Understanding that lifestyle and health care needs change over time, our
campuses are able to seamlessly meet the needs of Mississippi elders. 

Aldersgate
Meridian

601-482-5561

Dugan Memorial Home
West Point

662-494-3640

Flowers Manor
Clarksdale

662-627-2222

Henry Clay
West Point

662-494-1079

Martha Coker
Yazoo City

662-746-4621

Riggs Manor
Raymond

601-857-5011

Seashore Highlands
Gulfport

888-488-4414

Traceway
Tupelo

662-844-1441

Trinity Place
Columbus

662-327-6716

Turner-Duvall
Leakesville

601-394-2621

Wesley Manor
Hattiesburg

601-264-8847

Wesley Meadows
Hernando

662-429-2070

Independent Living • Assisted Living
Short-Term Rehab • Skilled Nursing Care

The Green House  Homes®
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For more information, go to  
www.mississippi-umc.org

“I didn’t want to go to just any college affiliated with the 
United Methodist Church...I wanted to go to Millsaps 

because of how Millsaps is United Methodist.”
 

–KATHARINE HENRY
RELIGIOUS STUDIES, CLASS OF 2017  |  LA CANADA FLINTRIDGE, CALIFORNIA

“Millsaps has been the best experience of my life. 
The culture of Millsaps is one that truly challenges 

you to become a wholesome, well-rounded individual 
despite your difference in religious beliefs.”

 
–BENTON BROWN

BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION, CLASS OF 2017  |  NEW ORLEANS, LOUISIANA
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Jackson State University Wesley & Board of Directors  
Extend prayers and best wishes to the  

Mississippi Conference 
for  

A Dynamic and Fruitful 2015 Annual Conference 
 

 
Rev. Maxine Bolden, Director 

For more information, contact us at: 
Jacob L. Reddix, Suite 126 

PO Box 17456 * Jackson MS 39217   
Phone: 601-979-1318 

jsuwesleyfoundationms@yahoo.com 
Facebook: Jackson State Wesley 

Jackson State Wesley: 
 

 An effective and faithful Christian movement that 
promotes and nurtures healthy spiritual growth 

 A body of believers growing together to relate a 
living faith to a changing world through Jesus Christ  

 A safe, friendly atmosphere for fellowship, Bible 
study, worship and service to the community 

 A campus-based ministry reaching out to students, 
staff, faculty and administrators to transform 
Jackson State University into a kingdom connection 
where all are welcome and none are lost  

 

Is to train and develop prophetic  

and spiritual leaders who will provide

or create opportunities for black churches  

to become vital congregations.

Our Mission

Mississippi

  

 CERTIFICATE OF CHRISTIAN STUDIES 
 

      NEW Learning Opportunity for Laity! 

 12 non-credit courses available beginning in October 2015 
 Topics: Biblical Studies, Church History, Congregational Life 
 2 weekends /month in January, April, July, and October 
 Offered through the MS Course of Study  @ Millsaps College 
 Registration opens August 3 @ www.centerforministry.com 
 Cost per course:  $150 

 

Journey Partners -Training in Spiritual Direction 

Offered by the Center for Ministry  
in partnership with the Episcopal Diocese of MS 

 

A two-year program beginning in February 2016 

under the leadership of Wendy Miller & Dwight Judy— 
noted authors & teachers 

 

Open to lay persons & clergy/Some scholarships available  

601-974-1488 ~ www.centerforministry.com 
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 2014 top 20 Sunday Fund Donors
...serving older adults in the spirit of Christian love. 

By Overall Giving Total 
1 Central UMC - Meridian

2 Yazoo City First UMC

3 Tupelo First UMC

4 Christ UMC - Jackson

5 Cokers Chapel UMC - Meridian

6 Galloway Memorial UMC - Jackson

7 Meridian First Baptist Church

8 Oxford University UMC

9 Cleveland First UMC

10 Trinity UMC - Gulfport

11 Poplar Springs Drive UMC - Meridian

12 Main Street UMC - Hattiesburg

13 St. Paul’s UMC - Clarksdale

14 Anderson UMC - Jackson

15 College Park UMC - Meridian

16 College Hill Baptist Church - Vardaman

17 Collins UMC

18 Columbus First UMC

19 Parkway Hills UMC - Madison

20 Maples Memorial UMC - Olive Branch

Average Gift by Membership 
1 Coker’s Chapel UMC - Meridian

2 West UMC

3 Hermanville UMC

4 Yazoo City First UMC

5 Holly Bluff UMC

6 College Park UMC - Meridian

7 Sharon UMC

8 Webb-Sumner UMC

9 Central UMC - Meridian

10 Burns UMC - Oxford

11 Love UMC- Hernando

12 Paine Memorial UMC - Aberdeen

13 Robbs UMC - Pontotoc

14 Eudora UMC

15 Red Hill UMC - Vancleave

16 Whittington Memorial UMC - Liberty

17 Merigold UMC

18 Hollandale UMC

19 Collins UMC

20 Rocky Hill UMC - Pickens

2014 Sunday Fund Top Twenty

Sunday Fund Top District: West Jackson
“Thank You” to all of the churches that participated in the 2014 Sunday Fund Campaign.




