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The Mississippi Conference Four Core Values are love, generosity, justice and apprenticeship. 
For more information, visit www.mississippi-umc.org/thepowerofwe.

Your  Connec t ion  to The Miss iss ipp i  Annua l  Conference

The Circuit Rider
Published  Wednesday  |  Dec. 9, 2015

Domestic Violence Resource

Our Values

T h e  P O W E R  o f  W e

As promised, the Mississippi Conference Task Force Against Do-
mestic Violence is keeping the issue of domestic violence before the 
church. The group is bringing awareness to a Mississippi organiza-
tion’s website that has helpful information such as finding the nearest 
shelter for a person at risk. See page 3 to read the article.

Purpose:
 The Mississippi Annual 

Conference—empowered 
by love, generosity, justice 

and apprenticeship—forms 
spiritual leaders, faith 

communities and connections 
so more disciples of Jesus 

Christ transform the world.

Mission:
The mission of the Mississippi 
Annual Conference is to make 
disciples of Jesus Christ for the 
transformation of  the world.

2015 Special Edition  
of The Circuit Rider

Featuring events from the 
2015 annual conference  

sessions is now available  
to view online! Go to:

http://tinyurl.com/q9xnfsp
Share Your News in  
The Circuit Rider
For submission guidelines, visit 
www.mississippi-umc.org/
shareyournewsinthecircuit-
rider.
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Luke 3:7-18 
New International Version (NIV)
7 John said to the crowds coming out to be baptized by him, “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the coming wrath? 8 Produce 
fruit in keeping with repentance. And do not begin to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our father.’ For I tell you that out of these stones 
God can raise up children for Abraham.

9 The ax is already at the root of the trees, and every tree that does not produce good fruit will be cut down and thrown into the fire.”

10 “What should we do then?” the crowd asked.

11 John answered, “Anyone who has two shirts should share with the one who has none, and anyone who has food should do the same.”

12 Even tax collectors came to be baptized. “Teacher,” they asked, “what should we do?”

13 “Don’t collect any more than you are required to,” he told them.

14 Then some soldiers asked him, “And what should we do?”

He replied, “Don’t extort money and don’t accuse people falsely—be content with your pay.”

15 The people were waiting expectantly and were all wondering in their hearts if John might possibly be the Messiah. 16 John answered them 
all, “I baptize you with[a] water. But one who is more powerful than I will come, the straps of whose sandals I am not worthy to untie. He will 
baptize you with[b] the Holy Spirit and fire. 17 His winnowing fork is in his hand to clear his threshing floor and to gather the wheat into his 
barn, but he will burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire.” 18 And with many other words John exhorted the people and proclaimed the good 
news to them.

word POWER

Bishop’s On the Move
Bishop On the Move
Mark your calendar to attend events where Bishop James E. Swanson Sr. will be visiting in the upcoming days. 

• Jan. 3-7, 2016 (Sunday - Thursday)
Bishop Swanson will be attending the Southeastern Jurisdiction College of Bishops meeting in Lakeland, Florida.
 
• Jan. 19-22, 2016 (Tuesday - Friday)
Bishop Swanson will be the worship speaker during the Southeastern Jurisdiction Cabinet Consultation at Epworth 
By the Sea, St. Simons Island, Georgia. 

Find Resources for Advent
During Advent, we prepare for, and anticipate,  

the coming of Christ. We remember the longing of 
Jews for a Messiah and our own longing for, and 

need of, forgiveness, salvation and a new beginning.

To read more, visit  
www.umc.org/topics/topic-advent-and-christmas  
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Conference Welcomes Visitor from Discipleship Ministries
By Tamica Smith Jeuitt, Mississippi Conference Senior Communications Specialist 

Photo right: Van Ross is the director of annual conference relationships at Discipleship Ministries. The 
Mississippi Conference is one 23 annual conferences assigned to him.  

Photo below left: Pictured left to right, Rev. Timothy Thompson, Van Ross (center) and Rev. Larry Hill-
iard. 

Van Ross, the director of annual conference relationships at Discipleship Ministries of The United Method-
ist Church met in Jackson last month with Mississippi Conference leaders. His purpose was to find out 
how the agency he represents can assist the conference in building systems of discipleship for vitality in 
congregations.

“We want to help conferences help local churches build disciples of Christ,” said Ross.

After spending one day with Rev. Timothy 
Thompson, administrative assistant to the 
bishop for faith community formation and Rev. 
Larry Hilliard, director of spiritual leadership, 
Ross stated he was impressed with Missis-
sippi’s structure because it aligns with the resources offered through his office.  
The Mississippi Conference is already consulting with the Path 1 agency through 
Discipleship Ministries to create new places for new people. 

As for helping Mississippi fulfill the shared dream of making world-changing 
disciples, Ross explained that Discipleship Ministries stands equipped to connect 
Mississippi leaders with training and networking that support spiritual formation, 
new church development, and revitalization of local churches. 

“Mississippi can be a strong model as to what the disciple life can mean and can 
do across the church,” explained Ross.

He also noted that Mississippi leaders placing laity and clergy in advisory roles and focusing attention on the small membership churches 
were extraordinary moves. Ross said his next step was to submit a report to his supervisor that would help determine how Discipleship Minis-
tries can support the Mississippi Conference.

Domestic Violence Resource for Churches 
The Mississippi Annual Conference Domestic Violence Task Force is referring local churches and conference 
agencies to an additional resource for information on domestic violence, the Mississippi Coalition Against 
Domestic Violence website.  The “get help” section on the Mississippi Coalition Against Domestic Violence 
website can assist leaders with identifying signs of abuse and finding the nearest shelter for a person at risk. 
Go to http://mcadv.org/get-help/ to review the website.  Churches and agencies have permission from the 
Mississippi Coalition Against Domestic Violence to embed the website to their church or agency websites. 

For resources from the United Methodist Men on domestic violence, visit www.gcumm.org/news/ways-in-
which-um-men-can-reduce-incidents-of-domestic-violence, and for resources from United Methodist 
Women, visit www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/domestic-violence.

Unlock the Secrets to Your Community
Mississippi Conference Faith Community Formation Office

Imagine knowing which projects are most needed ahead of time, what is needed in your 
neighborhood and what may be changing in your community before those changes hap-
pen, enabling you to adapt your future missions accordingly.

Reaching your community begins with knowing your community and using MissionIn-
site’s cloud-based platform makes it easy. Since 2007, more than 107,000 faith-based 
organizations and 175 national and regional church agencies have been using Mis-
sionInsite. By integrating many different proprietary databases (U.S. Census Bureau, 
Experian, etc.), MissionInsite’s faith-based solutions empower churches with timely and 
trusted information and tools to better understand and serve their communities. 

Connecting
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Get the Data, See the Story!

Execute a demographic analysis using a full array of established geographies such as zip codes, cities, counties, census tracts, and block 
groups to:
• Answer strategic ministry questions
• Understand population trends BEFORE they happen
• Identify and reach households in a ministry area
• Gain relevant and strategic information on the past, present and future populations and changing demographic patterns
• Find Church Planting Opportunities
• Discover Gaps in Church Presence of services
• Plot Your Congregants

Reports help “tell the demographic story” about a community as a whole and MissionInsite allows you to quickly and easily create a custom 
report from scratch or select from hundreds of predefined, customizable options.

How to get started... 

Download the instructions below to register!
• Getting Started (How to Register) (http://mississippi-email.brtapp.com/files/faith+forming+communities/documents/gettingstarted.
pdf)
• Support Tools (http://missioninsite.com/PDF_Files/StartingPoint.pdf)

For more information, visit the MissionInsite webpage on the conference website at www.mississippi-umc.org/missioninsite.
Questions? Contact Jane Horstman, administrative assistant in the Faith Community Formation Office at jhorstman@mississippi-umc.org 
or 769-243-7072.

2015 Lake Junaluska Peace Conference - Lasting 
Impression on Mississippians
By Rev. Bruce Case, Mississippi Conference Peace with Justice Coordinator

Photo right: Representing the Mississippi Conference from left to right, Sarah King, 
Rev. Bruce Case, Rev. Susannah Grubbs-Carr, Rev. Kenny McGill, Rev. Kathy Price 
and Rev. Timothy Thompson.  

Six people from the Mississippi Annual Conference recently joined others from all over 
the world at Lake Junaluska in North Carolina for the 7th Annual Peace Conference. 
Three renowned leaders, each from one of the three Abrahamic Religions, were the 
featured presenters. The theme of this year’s conference was “Longing for Peace: 
Exploring the Heart of God.” The Rev. Dr. Samuel Wells of London, Rabia Terri Harris 
of Stony Point, New York, and Rabbi Or Rose of Newton Center, Massachusetts, were 
the three speakers. The event also attracted presenters that explored areas such as 
iconography, calligraphy, and how to plan interfaith gatherings. The Yuval Ron En-
semble inspired the conference with ancient songs of praise from all over the world. 

After each key presenter shared their thoughts on the theme of the conference, the 300 participants had a chance to gather in smaller groups 
to share what enriched them, what challenged them, and what to do with what they’ve learned. Every participant from Mississippi expressed 
not only their plans to come back to next year’s conference, but also a desire to bring a larger contingent of Mississippians to this event.

“This conference exceeded my expectations. I enjoyed all of the presentations, but I also got so much out of hearing other people’s thoughts 
on what it means to faithfully live in a world with people who are from other religious traditions”, said Rev. Bruce Case.

The Rev. Susannah Grubbs-Carr drew new inspiration to forge meaningful connections beyond her own faith tradition.

“I was reminded at this conference that this holy work happens-one crucial conversation, one relationship building moment, one open heart to 
another at a time. And those moments begin with each and every one of us acknowledging that we need each other’s story to better under-
stand our own, and we need each other’s light for our own light to shine brightly for the hope of the whole world,” said Grubbs-Carr.

This was Sarah King’s second time attending the Peace Conference. She will carry home the conviction that interfaith dialogue can make a 
great impact on our world.

“I came away from this conference with a new appreciation of the Jewish and Muslim faith traditions. We must respect other faiths if we are to 
co-exist on this earth,” King stated. 

The Rev. Kathy Price was impacted by two words that were shared by one presenter. Price said, “We have been caught in the tangled web of 
what is perfectly described as “paranoid certainty,” or the absolute belief that my way is right in the ways it connects with the mystery of God, 
and other ways are absolutely wrong.”

When asked at the conclusion about what we should do next, Rev. Dr. Sam Wells, said, “I think our task is to see an angel in the face of the 
stranger, and to act accordingly.”
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Faith Communities

Missionaries Visit Alta Woods UMC            
Alta Woods UMC

Photo right: Missionaries Brenda and Alex Awad will be retiring at the end of 2015. 

Alex and Brenda Awad, missionaries with the General Board of Global Ministries, 
itinerated through the state of Mississippi Nov. 9-17. They visited with a small group of 
clergy and laity from several churches in the metro Jackson area at Alta Woods UMC 
on Monday, Nov. 16. Alex and Brenda have worked with the Bethlehem Bible College 
(www.bethbc.org) and the Shepherd Society seeking to train Christian leaders in Pal-
estine and to meet the needs of the poor among the Palestinians and others who are 
suffering. Alex also has served as a pastor at a small church in East Jerusalem. The 
Rev. Eric Sanford of Alta Woods UMC said it was an honor to host the couple on their 
farewell journey. 

The recent events of violence and fear that took place in Lebanon, Turkey and France would indicate that the stakes are high, and there is 
much work to do.

The 2016 Interfaith Peace Conference at Lake Junaluska is Nov. 10-13. For more information, go to www.lakejunaluska.com, or www.
lakejunaluska.com/events/spiritual_enrichment/peace/.

MS Conference Clergyperson Among Delegation at Climate Summit  
United Methodist News Service (UMNS)  

Photo right: The Mississippi Conference’s Rev. Lisa Garvin is the associate dean of the chapel and religious life at 
Emory University. 

The Rev. Lisa Garvin of the Mississippi Conference and Emory University is a part of a United Methodist Board of 
Church and Society delegation attending a climate summit in Paris. Garvin explains her thoughts about the conference 
in a video message. To watch, visit www.youtube.com/watch?v=LZMtsHvxTgw&index=3&list=PLKbXvgM3JlNYaG
BY_zvB0aGkB9x3YRk_5.

A team sponsored by the United Methodist Board of Global Ministries arrived in Paris Dec. 2 to join a Board of Church 
and Society delegation and other faith groups providing support and advocacy during the U.N. climate conference. United Methodists can 
follow the activities of faith-based participants through video messages, social media and other online postings. Linda Bloom reports for the 
United Methodist News Service. Go to www.umc.org/news-and-media/prayer-advocacy-are-daily-tasks-at-climate-summit to read the 
story.

Goodpaster Next Candler Bishop-in-Residence  
United Methodist News Service (UMNS)      

Photo right: Bishop Larry M. Goodpaster’s service history includes time with the Mis-
sissippi Conference where he served in several local churches and was a superinten-
dent for the New Albany District. Photo by Mike Dubose, UMNS. 

Bishop Larry M. Goodpaster of the Western North Carolina Conference will join Emory 
University’s Candler School of Theology in the fall of 2016 as the school’s next bishop-
in-residence. Goodpaster will teach courses, preach and preside at chapel worship 
and ceremonial occasions, and offer counsel to students, particularly those seeking 
ordination in The United Methodist Church. To read more, visit http://news.emory.
edu/stories/2015/12/upress_goodpastor_next_bishop_in_residence/index.html. 

General Conference Prayer Observance Starts Jan. 1   
United Methodist News Service (UMNS)

The Council of Bishops has invited each conference to host a 24-hour prayer vigil on a specific date, leading up to the meeting of the denomi-
nation’s top lawmaking assembly in 2016. The Greater New Jersey Conference will begin the effort on Jan. 1. General Conference will meet 
May 10-20 in Portland, Oregon. Visit www.umc.org/news-and-media/general-conference-prayer-observance-to-begin-january-1 for 
more information about the prayer observance.

The date for the Mississippi Conference prayer vigil is Saturday, March 5, 2016. Additional details will be shared later.
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Central UMC Youth Walk for Diabetes          
By Michelle Henry, Central United Methodist Church  

Photo right: The youth showed their appreciation for the adults who supported the 
walk by making a tunnel for the adults to walk through.

While others were giving thanks for the after Thanksgiving sales or the fact that they 
didn’t have to go to school for a week, the youth of Central United Methodist Church, 
Jackson participated in their very own American Diabetes Fun Walk. The youth 
walked more than one mile in honor or in memory of themselves, friends or loved 
ones afflicted with diabetes.

“I walk in honor of my grandmother,” said Jamiria. “I walk in memory of my great-
grandmother,” stated Zachary.

Hilda Rankins walked in honor of herself, “My doctor told me that my numbers were 
out of control, so I started losing weight. I’m glad I was able to keep up with everyone 
today,” she said.

About 208,000 Americans under age 20 are estimated to have been diagnosed with 
diabetes according the American Diabetes Association. It is estimated that 11.9 mil-
lion seniors (diagnosed and undiagnosed) have diabetes. 

Local UM Church Site for Hundreds of Nativity Displays   
Photo right: The nativities are on display at Goodman Memorial UMC off of U.S. 
Highway 61 in Cary, Mississippi.

A collection of more than 400 nativity displays can be viewed at Goodman Memorial 
Methodist Church in Cary, Mississippi. The collection reportedly dates back to the 
early 1960s. This display can be seen during the first three weekends in December 
on Saturday from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. and Sunday from 1 p.m. to 4 p.m. There is no 
cost to visit. The Mississippi Catholic magazine recently featured an article about 
the woman who started the collection. To read the story courtesy of the Catho-
lic Diocese of Jackson communications office, go to www.mississippicatholic.
com/2015/11/24/welcoming-baby-jesus-anguilla-parishioner-shares-nativity-
collection/.

For more information, contact Rev. Larry Sappington (pastor of Goodman Memorial 
UMC and Rolling Fork UMC) at 662-660-2553.

Churches Join for Potato Drop             
East Jackson District News

Photo right: Members of all ages from Sylvester and Union Grove United Methodist 
churches helped bag sweet potatoes.   

Sylvester and Union Grove United Methodist churches recently participated in a “potato 
drop” to help persons in need. Both churches are in the East Jackson District. Church 
members drove to Starkville, Mississippi, where Society of St. Andrew sponsored a pota-
to drop. The members boxed up potatoes, which were then brought to the churches and 
bagged for distribution. Approximately 125 five pound bags were distributed to persons 
who are homebound, elderly, or sick. 

10K Meals for Stop Hunger Now              
St. Paul United Methodist Church in Ocean Springs had a Stop Hunger Now packing event on 
November 10.  The churched raised money through a change-for-change offering, collecting 
money in worship for 10,000 meals.  All ages had a wonderful time packing and making a differ-
ence in the lives of people around the world.   
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Advent Family Night at First UMC Tupelo  
In what has become a tradition at First United Methodist Church in Tupelo, Mississippi, families 
gathered on Sunday, Nov. 29 for the annual Advent family night. Over 30 families joined in the fun 
and created their own angels! Many members said this was an awesome way to start the Advent 
season. If anyone wants to view more pictures, they are posted on the First UMC Tupelo faceook 
page. 

Administry

Jan. 8 Deadline for Mission Shares and Clergy Benefits Invoice
Mark your calendars! Friday, Jan. 8, 2016 is the last day for local churches to submit 2015 mission 
shares and be considered a 100 percent church at the 2016 Session of the Mississippi Annual 
Conference. Jan. 8, 2016 is also the last day to pay clergy pension benefit invoices in full.

For questions about mission shares, contact Laura Rollins, mission share administrator at 769-
243-7024. For inquiries concerning clergy pension benefits contact Sheila Owens, benefits admin-
istrator at 769-243-7022.

Students

7 Tips to Planning an Awesome Youth Retreat
Photo courtesy of Lake Junalusk A youth retreat is a powerful opportunity for stu-
dents to experience spiritual growth and focus on friendship and community. But 
how do you find that perfect balance of fun, worship, and making sure your basic 
needs like food and lodging are met? Here are some tips to planning a retreat your 
youth group will never forget.

1. Choose a location that allows for fun activities. Having an activity com-
ponent allows youth to let off steam during the day and prepare for worship at 
night. In the summer, consider a place that has access to activities like swimming, 
canoeing or outdoor sports. For a winter youth retreat (www.lakejunaluska.com/
events/youth_young_adults/ski/), consider staying in a place with access to ski-
ing, snowboarding or snow tubing.

2. Make sure there is plenty of food. Even better, find a facility that offers a meal 
plan. There are some retreat and conference centers that offer dining options 
(www.lakejunaluska.com/accommodations/dining/) in their on-campus facili-
ties.

3. Find a speaker who can relate to youth. There are several speakers and groups who regularly talk at youth conventions and 
retreats. The Skit Guys (www.lakejunaluska.com/events/youth_young_adults/ski/ski_lake_junaluska_2/) are one example of well-
known team who use comedy and drama to relate to youth.

4. Include praise and worship music. Worship is often named as the most powerful part of a youth retreat. Ask for recommendations 
of musical groups near the facility or consider finding a group who will attend a retreat in a getaway location. Some praise bands, such 
as The Wayne Kerr Band (www.lakejunaluska.com/events/youth_young_adults/ski/ski_lake_junaluska_5/), regularly play at youth 
events and know how to make worship memorable.

Photo courtesy of Lake Junaluska 
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Save the Date  |  Announcements

Camp Lake Stephens: Overflow 
Dec. 30, 2015-Jan. 1, 2016
Join for fun and a chance to rekindle a love for God before the start of the New Year!  There will be youth from all across the state of 
Mississippi who will join together for fellowship, spiritual growth, and worship.  Registration will last until December 18, 2015, and both 
junior high and senior high youth are encouraged to attend.  Click here to download the brochure and registration packet.  For any ad-
ditional information, contact Chap Fenwick at chap@camplakestephens.com or call 662-234-3350. To download the brochure, go to 
http://files.ctctcdn.com/c6cffd0c001/52fe4ac9-ede9-4ee4-bf40-e4dfd7cf7437.pdf.

Resources for Advent
Through Thursday, Dec. 24. 2015  
• One stop for United Methodist Advent resources (www.umc.org/topics/topic-advent-and-christmas) includes devotions, sermon 
starters and books from Cokesbury, Upper Room, Discipleship Ministries, Rethink Church and Imagine No Malaria.
• United Methodist Communications offers a way to take Advent to Facebook and other social media with free downloadable images 
(www.umcom.org/tools/preview/lectionary-art-for-united-methodist-advent)  to celebrate each Sunday of the season.

Advent quiz began Nov. 27 (www.umc.org/what-we-believe/advent-quiz-2015).

Sabbath Rest
Jan. 22-23, 2016
The winter retreat, Sabbath Rest, at the Jubilee Center in D’Iberville, Mississippi is Jan. 22-23. This retreat is for pastors, staff and 
those who need rest.  Those needing CEUs will receive one CEU for full participation. The deadline to register for this event is January 
10. For more information, call 228-392-4288 or email jubileecenter@cableone.net. To read the brochure for this event, go to http://
files.ctctcdn.com/c6cffd0c001/9caa1ef7-68c5-4794-bc1a-6f70a1b5afd3.pdf. 
 

5. Include a mission component. Giving back to the community where you are having your retreat will impact both the recipients and 
the youth who are doing the projects. Seek out local churches or nonprofit organizations in the area that need volunteers, or consider 
youth retreats with mission components (www.lakejunaluska.com/events/youth_young_adults/ski/ski_lake_junaluska_4/) built-in.

6. Choose a scenic location and allow for some downtime. The mountains of North Carolina make a scenic and relaxing location for 
youth to experience times of reflection. Choose a location with labyrinth or other places of meditation (www.lakejunaluska.com/activi-
ties/places_of_meditation/).

7. Eliminate distractions. You’d be surprised what happens when youth have a chance to relate one-on-one. Look for retreat locations 
that don’t have easy access to TV and video games.

Like these ideas? Consider Ski Lake Junaluska. Choose from six pre-planned weekend packages that include worship, music, lodging, 
acclaimed speakers, meals and skiing in the beautiful mountains of Western North Carolina. To find out more about Ski Lake Junaluska, 
visit lakejunaluska.com/ski or call 800-222-4930.

“Way Back When” 

?Can you name this Mississippi  
Conference clergy person? 

The photo of her was taken way back when she 
was in the first grade. The year was 1969. 

The answer can be found on page 9!
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Clergy Leadership Conference
Feb. 1-3, 2016
Registration is now open for the Clergy Leadership Conference “Reading for Dear Life:  The Gospel of John” with Dr. Jaime Clark-Soles 
from Perkins School of Theology and Dr. Gerald Liu from Drew Theological School. This conference is for Mississippi United Methodist 
clergy, interested lay persons, and pastors of other denominations. Go to http://files.ctctcdn.com/c6cffd0c001/c4bbd284-a1d1-4466-
a416-7cb15fd29e69.pdf to read the flyer or visit http://tinyurl.com/nhkzsmp. For full participation receive 1.5 CEU credit.
 
Advocacy Webinar for Clergy and Congregations
Feb. 18, 25, and March 3, 2016 
When Mercy and Justice Meet: Advocacy for Clergy and Congregations
A Webinar led by Katey Zeh \ 1 p.m.-2:30 p.m. EST

What does it mean for people of faith to address the root causes of injustice? This three-session course will guide clergy and laity who 
are interested in advocacy through each step of building a dynamic grassroots campaign. The cost is $20 per session and a .5 CEU 
credits available for $17.50. For more details, visit drew.edu/advocacy. 

Hotel Rates for The Gathering 2016: Balancing Act 
Feb. 26-28, 2016
The vision behind The Gathering is to create a high energy weekend conference for students to gather from all over the Mississippi to 
celebrate our Lord and Savior. Our commitment is to create a weekend event that is as first-class quality as you could find anywhere 
else in the country, with the best worship teams and communicators. To register and view video from previous events, go to www.
mississippi-umc.org/thegathering. For hotel rates, go to www.mississippi-umc.org/files/fileshare/2016+the+gathering+hotel+li
st.pdf.

2016 SEJ Disaster Academy
Feb. 28-March 2
Mark your calendars to attend the 2016 Southeastern Jurisdiction of The United Methodist Church Disaster Academy in Franklin, Tenn. 
Feb. 28 - March 2.

Calling All Clergywomen of the Mississippi Annual Conference
Save the Date: April 4, 2016
Bishop James Swanson Sr. invites you to join him on April 4, 2016, 9:30 a.m. - 1 p.m.  This informal time of conversation with the 
Bishop will be held in the Metro Jackson area.  More details will be announced later. Spread the word!

UMC Events
Visit www.umc.org/news-and-media/looking-ahead-upcoming-events to see more educational opportunities and other upcoming 
events in the life of The United Methodist Church.  

2016 Annual Conference Session Dates Set
 Bishop James E. Swanson Sr. announces the 2016 Session of the Mississippi Annual Conference  

will be June 9-11, 2016. Pre-conference workshops will be held on Wednesday, June 8, 2016. 

Apple Harvest Cake

Mix first four ingredients. Beat oil and eggs into dry ingredients. Add apples  
and pecans. Bake in tube pan for one hour at 350 degrees.                                                  

  — By Pansy Favors “Loaves and Fishes” published by Ocean Springs St. Paul UMC

Methodist Tested Recipes

2 c. sugar
2½ c. self-rising flour
2 tsp. cinnamon
1 tsp. cloves
1 c. oil

2 eggs
3 c. chopped fresh apples
1 c. chopped pecan

Answer to “Way Back When”
The person in the photo is Rev. Maxine Bolden. She is the campus minister and director of Jackson State University Wesley 
Foundation. Send your throwback images with details to Tamica@mississippi-umc.org.



10

As a courtesy to the Mississippi Annual Conference, job announcements from across the United Methodist connection are featured in 
The Circuit Rider. To submit an employment notice, send an email to news@mississipppi-umc.org.  Postings are not guaranteed 
to appear more than once in Mississippi Conference publications. To read a description of job opening(s) listed below as well as 
other listings, go to www.mississippi-umc.org/employmentopportunities.

• Director of LCKids’ Ministries at Long’s Chapel UMC - Lake Junaluska, NC

Employment 

Stay Connected

www.facebook.com/pages/The-Mississippi-United-Methodist-Conference/436491529732524

https://twitter.com/Mississippi_UMC www.youtube.com/channel/UCSRtxv_Kix8IbYuHKRMLIjg

www.flickr.com/photos/119483421@N02/

Stay Connected with ConnecTText
Mississippi United Methodists with the ability to receive text messaging via phone are encouraged to sign up for ConnecTText. 
The service is another option for people to stay informed about important dates and other conference happenings.

To sign up for ConnecTText:
1. Remember, you must have the ability to get text messages on your phone.
2. From your mobile phone, text the letters ‘MSUMC’ to the number 95577 and press send.
3. Wait a few seconds for a confirmation text and you’re connected!

Mississippi Conference’s Mobile App—MY MSUMC 
MY MSUMC—the Mississippi Conference of The United Methodist Church’s official mobile app—is available at no cost on all iPhone, 
Android, Galaxy and Blackberry phones and their corresponding pads and tablets. MY MSUMC allows easy access to the latest confer-
ence events, local UM news and The Circuit Rider. The MY MSUMC app presents users with a unique opportunity to interact with the 
conference by submitting prayer requests, recording audio of personal testimonies and posting comments via facebook and twitter. 
Plus, the ‘Our Districts’ feature shows a comprehensive list of district contact information and even directions from the user’s current 
location—all from a mobile smart phone or tablet device.


