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The Mississippi Conference Four Core Values are love, generosity, justice and apprenticeship. 
For more information, visit www.mississippi-umc.org/thepowerofwe.
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Camp Wesley Pines is searching for the owners of dozens of Bibles 
left behind over decades. Find out why one woman said reuniting 
with her Bible was God's perfect timing for her, see story on page 5. 
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Matthew 11:2-11 
New International Version (NIV)
2 When John, who was in prison, heard about the deeds of the Messiah, he sent his disciples 3 to ask him, “Are you the one who is to come, 
or should we expect someone else?”

4 Jesus replied, “Go back and report to John what you hear and see: 5 The blind receive sight, the lame walk, those who have leprosy[a] are 
cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the good news is proclaimed to the poor. 6 Blessed is anyone who does not stumble on 
account of me.”

7 As John’s disciples were leaving, Jesus began to speak to the crowd about John: “What did you go out into the wilderness to see? A reed 
swayed by the wind? 8 If not, what did you go out to see? A man dressed in fine clothes? No, those who wear fine clothes are in kings’ pal-
aces.9 Then what did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet. 10 This is the one about whom it is written:

“‘I will send my messenger ahead of you, who will prepare your way before you.’[b]

11 Truly I tell you, among those born of women there has not risen anyone greater than John the Baptist; yet whoever is least in the kingdom 
of heaven is greater than he.

Dec. 11, 2016  (Sunday) – Bishop Swanson will preach the morning service at Forest UMC, Forest, Mississippi, Rev. Trey Harper is the pas-
tor.  

word POWER

Bishop On the Move

** It's Not Too Late!**
For more information: 
http://bit.ly/2e5WEtH

INM Update!

For more information: 
www.mississippi-umc.org/INMeventideas

Africa 
University Tour

March 20-28, 2017

Contact Mississippi Conference District Offices

Living Out The POWER of We

with Bishop Swanson

http://bit.ly/2e5WEtH
http://www.mississippi-umc.org/INMeventideas
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Connecting

Bishop Swanson Releases Video Bible Study 
'Living Out The POWER of We'
Photo right: Local church pastors in the Mississippi Conference received a DVD of the Bible 
study and have begun presenting the series. The DVD cover was designed and illustrated by 
Anthony Thaxton.  

In the four-part video Bible study, Living Out The POWER of We, Bishop James E. Swanson Sr. 
calls for individuals to take a journey of self-reflection with the help of the Holy Spirit, inspiring 
change personally and within the world. Living Out The POWER of We is the Mississippi Con-
ference theme, a continuation of The POWER of We theme for the last four years. Since then, 
Swanson continues to research and write around the idea of The POWER of We.  

"Many of you have been praying. You want to see God do a new thing, a wonderful thing. It is 
not that you don't believe you know Christ, but you want to know Christ in a fuller sense, a richer 
sense," he explained.   

Swanson's message proposes a process towards a circumcision of the heart through Living Out 
The POWER of We. To access the Bible study posted on the Mississippi Conference website, go 
to http://www.mississippi-umc.org/lotpowresources.

Swanson Offers Clarity around Commission on A Way Forward
Dear Mississippi United Methodists,

I greet you in the blessed name of the Lord Jesus Christ. I write to you to bring clarity to one issue regarding the commission on the Way 
Forward. I trust that you are aware that the 2016 General Conference took an unprecedented step in asking the Council of Bishops to help 
our United Methodist Church find a way forward in light of our debate since 1972 over the issue of human sexuality. The Council of Bishops 
accepted this request, and we established the following process:

1. To appoint a 29-member commission called The Commission on the Way Forward (this was expanded to 32)

2. The commission would be composed of laity, clergy, and bishops 

3. The Commission would make recommendations to the Council of Bishops  

4. The Council of Bishops would call for a called session of General Conference to report recommendation(s) to that Special Called Session 
of General Conference with the target date being in 2018.  

It is this fourth point that is the reason I'm writing to you. The executive committee of the Council of Bishops is now aware that any legisla-
tion being offered at any session of a General Conference must be in the hands of the delegates at least 235 days prior to the opening of the 
General Conference. In order for us to be within our rules of the General Conference and allow the commission sufficient time to build com-
munity and do the work assigned to them, the Council of Bishops realized that the 2018 date was unrealistic. Therefore, at the Fall meeting of 
the Council of Bishops this November, we thought it was best to ask for the Special Called Session of General Conference to be held in either 
February or March 2019. 

I trust this will answer any questions you may have around the impending date change of the Special Called Session of General Conference. 

Blessings,
Bishop James E. Swanson Sr.

Rising Above the Ashes  
By Tamica Smith Jeuitt, Communications Specialist, Mississippi Conference        

Photo right: A scorched cherub from the fellowship hall at Corinth First United Methodist Church 
was used to secure caution tape. Photo by Tamica Smith. 

Corinth First United Methodist Church is extending generosity at a time when people might excuse 
the church from doing so because of its challenges. In mid-March 2016, a fire nearly destroyed 
the church.  To date, the sanctuary is the only portion ready for use. The huge fellowship hall and 
Sunday school rooms were severely damaged forcing the church to use Corinth City Hall and the 
Merchants and Farmers Bank for meeting and administrative space. The church's daycare to 90 
children relocated to nearby Christ United Methodist Church.

Still, during a recent Sunday service, eight local charities benefited from a $10,000 gift the Corinth 
First UMC congregation collected.  That same day, the church wrote a check for $9,700 towards 

http://www.mississippi-umc.org/lotpowresources
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the Mississippi Conference mission shares. Members also blessed 50 buckets packed with 
cleaning supplies for United Methodist Committee on Relief to give to flood victims. In the 
following days, they even partnered with Christ UMC to packed 10,000 meals for the hunger 
relief agency, Stop Hunger Now. 

For those surprised by their giving, chances are they don't live in Corinth, Mississippi. Ac-
cording to Pastor Roger Shock-people in their city know the heart of Corinth First UMC.

"I think they'd be surprised if they didn't give because it just the nature of this congregation. 
Deep down this is a good bunch of people, very generous," he stated.

The youngest members of the congregation are living out the spirit of generosity as well.  
Paige Snyder, 14, participated in the meal packing event.  The gathering was her second 
missions opportunity.  Her first experience was bittersweet because the fire broke out on the 
morning the youth was departing to weed grounds at a Wesley Foundation.  Nevertheless, the fire did 
not snuff their plans.

"My first reaction was shock.  I've been at this church all my life.  We had the fellowship hall for a long 
time and losing it has been tough. We've lost things, we've gotten new things, but through it all, we never 
lost our faith.  We are here to help," she said.

The Rev. Stephen Ludlam is the pastor at Christ UMC.   He said the partnering with Corinth First UMC in 
their time of need, has opened the doors to other possibilities of the congregations collaborating.

"It seems so many times we find ourselves in a seemingly low spot we have a different perspective and 
see the greatness that can come out of bad situations.  It's a good time to be First United Methodist, a 
good time to be United Methodist and it is a good time to be a Christian."

For Dave Jennings, the song "He is Faithful to Me" comes to mind as he reflects on Corinth First's posi-
tion.  He is a member of the local Baptist church but considers Corinth First his church too as he serves 
the congregation from time to time to direct the choir.

"I think many of our members are faithful.  They've kept up their attendance. The giving is up. He's been 
faithful to our church no doubt about it, and that is something we can't forget.  The church is fun.  It is active. It is living and sharing the word of 
Christ throughout this community," Jennings explained.

Pastor Shock recently invited the former associate pastor of Corinth First, Rev. Kim Parker, to talk with members about missions abroad. 
Parker said returning brought back so many memories.

"These people are incredibly generous and if they believe in the cause, and they believe in the pastors, and what is about to happen, they will 
give. They want to be a part of building the kingdom and so they have stepped up and done some neat things."

Photo above right: Paige Snyder worked at the weighing station in the Stop Hunger Now assembly line. She said her church has always 
been a happy place.

Photo below right: Pastor Roger Shock gives a high-five to the children enrolled in the church daycare program.

After a round of recent storms, disaster response leaders for the Mississippi Conference shared 
the following statement:

We are grateful that as of this moment there have been no reports of weather-related fatalities 
here in Mississippi. Ongoing assessments of damage in affected areas are being conducted by 
conference disaster response coordinators. As initial evaluations are completed, we will send up-
dates on how the conference will be assisting in recovery and how you can help. If you would like 
to report damage or needs in regions impacted by the recent storms, please contact your district 
office. Each office's information can be found at http://www.mississippi-umc.org/ourdistricts.  

Also, please be in prayer for our brothers and sisters in Tennessee and Alabama who experienced loss of lives and property. 

Needed: UMCOR Health and Bedding Kits
The United Methodist Committee on Relief, Sager Brown Depot in Baldwin, Louisiana, needs health kids and bedding kits.  
Visit http://www.umcor.org/UMCOR/Relief-Supplies to get instructions on how to assemble these kits.  

Generosity from the Mississippi Conference helped UMCOR's Sager Brown Depot replenish their inventory of relief kits in September fol-
lowing flooding disaster and prepare for the next request for assistance.

Disaster Response Update

http://www.mississippi-umc.org/ourdistricts
http://www.umcor.org/UMCOR/Relief-Supplies
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Bibles Lost and Found at Camp
Camp Wesley Pines Returning Lost Bibles 
By Tamica Smith Jeuitt, Communications Specialist, Mississippi Conference

Photo right: Rebecca Teasley lost two Bibles roughly 20 years ago at Camp Wesley Pines but has them back 
thanks to a worker at the camp and Facebook. Photo courtesy Rebecca Teasley. 

Photo below right: A paper slip with details that may identify the owner is in each Bible. Photo courtesy Camp 
Wesley Pines.

Photo below left: This is the Bible from Teasley's grandmother. Photo courtesy Rebecca Teasley.

In November 2012, Rebecca Teasley lost her three small children and her grandmother in a car accident. The kid's 
ages were 3, 6, and 15-months. Often the tragedy weighs heavy on Teasley. However, on 
one of those difficult days in August 2016, her spirit was lifted when she learned the Bible her 
grandmother gave her was found at Camp Wesley Pines.  Teasley was around age 12 when 
she attended the camp in Hazlehurst, Mississippi and misplaced the Bible.

"It was a rainy and dreary day. I was just looking for a little bit of sunshine somewhere that 
day when I heard about the Bible. I guess God kept it and tucked away from me. He knew 
20 years down the road it was going to be important to me. His timing is always so perfect for 

me. My grandmother wrote a note in it that said, '...
We love you,'" stated Teasley.

Bibles left behind at Camp Wesley Pines-some 
from as far back as 30 years -- are being returned 
to their rightful owner's thanks to Connie Crosby, the food service coordinator at the camp. She 
began collecting the Bibles four years ago in case there were inquiries about them. For each book, 
Crosby made a profile of details she discovered -- names, phone numbers, photos and messages.

"I just know they (Bibles) are special. I thought surely these are special to someone. So far, I have 
probably found 80 to 90 Bibles. Many were packed back in the Tabernacle, the original worship 
center on the campus," she said.  

Over the years, there have been few requests for missing Bibles. So, this past fall, Crosby decided 
to post descriptions of them on the Camp Wesley Pines Facebook page.

"It was a hit. I think I have returned 15 to 20 Bibles," Crosby expressed with amusement.

In fact, it was through Facebook that she and Teasley connected. Surprisingly, Crosby contacted 
Teasley again about a second Bible. It had Teasley's name it and lots of teenage scribbles that read; 
I love Greg. Once more, Teasley confirmed the Bible was hers.

"I actually ended up marrying Greg, but we did get a divorce," she said laughingly. "I had forgotten all 
about that Bible. When you are kid, you don't know the significance of a Bible. This is all God's work. 
He used Mrs. Connie (Crosby)."

For more than 40 years, adults and children visit Wesley Pines for the fun of camping, spiritual 
growth, tranquility, and fellowship. The camp welcomes roughly 8,000 guests annually and consequently, items are forgotten such as Bibles.

To view Crosby's notes on the lost Bibles, visit the Camp Wesley Pines Facebook page (https://www.facebook.com/camp.wesleypines/?f).

Little Light of Mine --  
Special Sunday Offering This Sunday
The Methodist Children's Homes is excited to partner with the Mississippi Conference in its 
first Little Light of Mine Special Offering. The special collection is this Sunday, Dec. 11, during 
worship services. One hundred percent of the offering will go towards supporting Methodist 
Children's Homes quest to bring hope and restoration to children who have been abused and 
neglected by family members.  

Leaders at the homes want the Special Offering to become more than just an "annual day" 
of giving. They are prayerful that by learning more about MCH's children, programs, and 
services, God will lay the needs on the hearts of congregations throughout the year. 

Local churches received a packet in the mail a few weeks ago with a DVD, posters, and bul-
letin inserts. These materials and a link to the video are on the Special Offering link  
(http://mchms.org/index.php/site/page/little-light-of-mine-church-offering).

https://www.facebook.com/camp.wesleypines/?f
http://mchms.org/index.php/site/page/little-light-of-mine-church-offering
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This Advent Imagine Peace
This Advent season, let Imagine No Malaria help your United Methodist congregation  
imagine a world filled with hope, peace, joy and love through a collection of downloadable 
(http://www.imaginenomalaria.org/resources) materials that include sermon starters, hymn 
suggestions, and children's messages. The five weeks of undated materials center on the 
themes of "Imagine Hope," "Imagine Peace," "Imagine Joy, "Imagine Love," all highlighted by 
the African hymn "I've Got The Light Of God In Me," from the country of Cameroon. 

The Mississippi Conference Mission Focus is to provide 100,000 mosquito nets for Imagine No 
Malaria by the 2017 annual conference mission offering. For more information about the Mis-
sissippi initiative, go to http://www.mississippi-umc.org/inm. For Advent resources, go  
to http://www.mississippi-umc.org/adventresourcesforimaginenomalaria.

Celebrating Mission Grants
Growing in Grace at Asbury UMC, Holly Springs
By Laura Lea Williams, Mississippi Conference Staff

Photo right: Members of Asbury UMC are pictured making food baskets through 
Growing in Grace. Photo courtesy Asbury UMC.

When Asbury United Methodist Church in Holly Springs, Mississippi, attracted 34 new 
members in less than four months, they knew they needed help to grow them spiritu-
ally. After talking to their new members, the leaders of Asbury realized that about 60 
percent of them were unchurched, and many could not adequately confess their faith 
in writing or orally. Their solution was to create a way to educate these new members 
about what it meant to be a United Methodist, and so, Growing in Grace formed. 

Asbury modeled Growing in Grace around The POWER of We -- Core Four Values of 
The Mississippi Conference (Love, Generosity, Justice and Apprenticeship). With each component, there are various activities to lead the new 
members on a path of spiritual growth and strength. Love focused on creating a lasting relationship with God; this strengthens by worship, 
Bible studies, and speaking with other Christians about their journey. The components Generosity and Justice, work on reaching out to the 
community to share God's love. Apprenticeship focuses on molding the new members into spiritual leaders for their community.

Through Growing with Grace, Asbury has contributed 1,229 hours of service toward mission projects and spiritual revitalization as of 2015. 
Asbury works with their community of Holly Springs and often works with Rust College to engage their students with the church. The mem-
bers of Asbury are using their mission grant to work further on Growing in Grace and spreading the work of Jesus through their outreach to 
the community and Living Out The POWER of We.

The Mississippi Conference Connectional Ministries Mission Grants are a matching grant available to United Methodist churches and United 
Methodist sponsored or related agencies in Mississippi. Grants range from $500 to $2,500 per project, with one award of up to $10,000. They 
are awarded to form spiritual leaders, new places for new people, connections through existing congregations and engagement in ministry 
with the poor; therefore, living out the four Core Values of The POWER of We. 

The POWER of We funded in part by your apportioned mission shares. 

Faith Communities

Supporting Abused Children at Christmas
Photo right: This tree dedicated to Methodist Children's Homes is in the narthex of Inde-
pendence UMC. Photo submitted to The Circuit Rider.

The congregation at Independence United Methodist Church proudly presents its Christ-
mas tree dedicated to Methodist Children's Homes of Mississippi. Every stand of lights 
represents $25 donated to This Little Light of Mine benefit for MCHM. The MCHM restores 
the lives of children who suffer trauma and abuse by offering them a safe place in which 
they can heal and thrive at life with spiritual guidance. On Sunday, Dec. 11, 2016, local 
churches are encouraged to participate in the first-ever Special Offering for Methodist 
Children's Homes of Mississippi.

http://www.imaginenomalaria.org/resources
http://www.mississippi-umc.org/inm
http://www.mississippi-umc.org/adventresourcesforimaginenomalaria
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Conference Lay Leader Truly Inspires  
By Verna Wilson, President - Samuel Chapel UMW        

Photo right: Mississippi Conference Lay Leader, LaToya Redd-Thompson and Rev. Paula Milo-
Moultrie, pastor of Samuel Chapel UMW. Photo submitted to The Circuit Rider.

When the Samuel Chapel UMW planned their 2016 Women's Day celebration this past summer, 
they knew they wanted a very special guest -- the new Mississippi Conference Lay Leader, LaToya 
Redd-Thompson. Lucky for the UMW, she accepted the invitation. On the rainy Sunday afternoon 
of July 24, 2016, at Samuel Chapel UMC in Itta Bena, the women of Samuel Chapel were honored 
to have the renowned Lay Leader and face from The Methodist Hour take the time to expound on 
the theme "Women -- Created to Serve, Generation after Generation." Her message embodied the 
understanding of how women have overcome many struggles throughout many generations to be 
recognized as being due equal opportunities the same as men. She noted several women in the 
Bible whose service was important in bringing about change. She also tied in the theme scrip-
ture, 2 Timothy 1:5, in which Paul tells Timothy how he is "reminded of your sincere faith, a faith 
that lived first in your grandmother Lois and your mother Eunice and now, I am sure, lives in you." 
Redd-Thompson cautioned that women would be tested, but they must remain faithful in service to 
humankind.

Dollie M. Purnell, a member of Mount Carmel Missionary Baptist Church, said, "I thought the 
Women's Day program was great! Mrs. LaToya Redd-Thompson gave a powerful and prolific message about Christian women, and I 
was truly blessed by it. In her message, she talked about real issues facing women today and provided practical applications for our 
lives families and communities. She is truly anointed!"

June Hutchins, a longtime member of the Samuel Chapel United Methodist Women, commented that "Mrs. Thompson was a dynamic 
speaker, and her message was enjoyed by everyone. Yes, keep God always as your leader, and you will be successful. We need strong 
reminders like these in this day and time."

The Samuel Chapel UMW was so glad to have their oldest living lady and member, Hattie Doyle, come out to join them. At age 101, 
Doyle inspires the UMW to trust God every day. The Conference Lay Leader's words made a lasting impact. Two of Samuel Chapel's 
United Methodist Women were installed as Greenwood District officers in October 2016 after accepting the call to step into a new level 
of leadership. The group prayed that God blesses the officers in their new positions and that God blesses the message and ministry of 
the Conference Lay Leader. 

Students

MVSU Wesley Bags a Blessing  
Photo right: Mississippi Valley State University Wesley Students at their display 
table to hand out blessing bags. Photo courtesy MVSU Wesley.

On Nov. 16, 2016, students from the Wesley Foundation at Mississippi Valley 
State University handed out Blessing Bags in the Student Union. "We just want 
to brighten our students' day and took this opportunity to bless them with a bag of 
goodies to help them finish the semester," said Acquedius Smith, president of the 
group. Fifty Blessing Bags were donated by the Samuel Chapel United Methodist 
Women, several of whom are Valley alumni. The bags contained snacks, toilet-
ries, devotional literature, and other items. In addition to the Blessing Bags, 25 
copies of devotional booklets, ink pens, flyers, and a bookmark were distributed. 
The current director, Rev. Paula Milo-Moultrie noted, "We want to have a more 
visible presence on campus. Giving away Blessing Bags was one way for us to 
do that, but also to show Christ's love. We're definitely going to do it again!" Check out the MVSU Wesley Facebook page or email them 
at mvsuwesleyfoundation@gmail.com to find out more.

mailto:mvsuwesleyfoundation@gmail.com
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Join UMC Women Study: The Bible and Human Sexuality
Dec. 18, 2016
This study explores the Bible and human sexuality as two essential components of our Christian faith. The Rev. Detra Bishop is the 
facilitator. The event starts at 3 p.m. at Barlow United Methodist Church in Sallis, Mississippi.. 

Rest and Relax
Jan. 13-14, 2017
Save the date, Jan. 13 -14, 2017 for the event Relax and Rest - God Has Showered You With Blessings. This is a retreat for pastors 
and others seeking rest. For more information contact the Jubilee Center, a ministry of Heritage UMC in D'Iberville, Mississippi,  
jubileecenterdiberville@gmail.com.

Camp Lake Stephens, Overflow
Jan. 14-16, 2017
Traditionally taking place over New Year's, Overflow has become a Camp Lake Stephens constant for now over 30 years!  Now for the 
first time, Overflow will take place during the Martin Luther King., Jr. weekend. Youth in grades 7-12 either individually or with their youth 
groups are invited to attend. Leading our worship sessions for the weekend will be Russ Polsgrove, along with Matt King and Austin 
Black.  Additionally, we are excited to announce the return of Big Al to the Camp Lake Stephens stage. For additional information, 
please contact Chap Fenwick at chap@camplakestephens.com.

Early Response Team Training
Jan. 21, 2017
Spread the word, Early Response Team training is at St. Luke's UMC, Jackson, Saturday, Jan. 21, 2017. The Rev. David Newton and 
Rev. David Cumbest are the training leaders. 

Camp Lake Stephens, Confirmation Retreat 2017
Jan. 27-29, 2017
Confirmation retreat is designed to complement the confirmation program offered through your local church for students in grades 6-8.  
This retreat is a wonderful opportunity for confirmands throughout the Mississippi Conference to be in community and learn together 
what it means to be a Christian in the United Methodist tradition. For more information, call 662-234-3350.

The Gathering 2017
Feb. 24-26
The vision behind The Gathering is to create a high energy weekend conference for students to gather from all over Mississippi to cel-
ebrate the Lord and Savior. Organizers are committed to create a weekend event that is first-class quality with the best worship teams 
and communicators. Go to www.mississippi-umc.org/thegathering for early bird registration and more.

Lay Servant School Sponsored by Desoto Cluster
Feb. 25, 2017
The Desoto Cluster is hosting lay servant school at Hernando UMC on Saturday, Feb. 25, 2017. A barbecue lunch plate will be provided 
for $5.   Brochures with registration forms will be available later. 

View instructors here: http://files.constantcontact.com/c6cffd0c001/71a610e8-11b8-425e-a694-a92584fcb01b.pdf. 

Second Annual Yoga and Prayer Retreat
May 27-29, 2017
Join yogis of all experience levels from across the Mississippi Conference at the Duncan Gray Center this Memorial Day Weekend 
(Saturday, May 27- Monday, May 29). The deadline to register is Friday, Feb. 2, 2017. Cost is $150 overnight and $75 for commuters. 
One CEU credit is available. Visit http://www.events.centerforministry.com/assnfe/ev.asp for the full details. For more information, 
contact Rev. Elizabeth Henry EHenry@gallowayumc.org.

Required Clergy Ethics Seminar
June 7, 2017
All active Mississippi United Methodist clergy are required to attend a quadrennial clergy ethics seminar. The Mississippi Conference's 
next seminar will be held Wednesday, June 7, 2017, from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. at the Jackson Convention Complex. Participation for the 
complete event is mandatory, so please mark it on your calendars. This includes part-time, full-time, local pastors, deacons, elders, 
retirees who are serving and lay supply persons. Upon completion of this seminar, you will receive .5 CEU. 

Save the Date  |  Announcements

mailto:jubileecenterdiberville@gmail.com
mailto:chap@camplakestephens.com
http://www.mississippi-umc.org/thegathering
http://files.constantcontact.com/c6cffd0c001/71a610e8-11b8-425e-a694-a92584fcb01b.pdf
http://www.events.centerforministry.com/assnfe/ev.asp
mailto:EHenry@gallowayumc.org


9

Hotels for 2017 AC Session
Hotels with special rates for the 2017 Session of the Mississippi Conference are now available online. The session dates are June 8-10 
and will be held at the Jackson Convention Complex in Jackson, Mississippi. To view the list, go to 
http://www.mississippi-umc.org/2017hotels. Check back often for updates.

UMC Events
Visit www.umc.org/news-and-media/looking-ahead-upcoming-events to see more educational opportunities and other upcoming 
events in the life of The United Methodist Church.  

Black-Bottom Banana Bars

Cream butter and sugar. Add egg and vanilla; beat thoroughly. Blend in  
bananas. Combine flour, baking powder, baking soda, and salt. Add to creamed  
mixture and mix well. Divide batter in half. Add cocoa to half. Spread in greased 9x13 inch pan. Spoon remaining batter on top and swirl 
with a knife. Bake at 350 degrees for 25 minutes, or until done. Cool. Yield: 2 ½ to 3 dozens bars.

 — By Dot Arneson  from "Loaves and Fishes, A Collection of Favorites,"
St. Paul UMC, Ocean Springs, Mississippi

Methodist Tested Recipes

½ c. Margarine, soft
1 c. sugar
1 egg
1 tsp. vanilla
1 ½ c. mashed bananas (3)

1 ½ c. flour
1 tsp. baking powder
1 tsp. baking soda
½ tsp salt
¼ baking cocoa

As a courtesy to the Mississippi Annual Conference, job announcements from across the United Methodist connection are featured in 
The Circuit Rider. To submit an employment notice, send an email to news@mississipppi-umc.org.  Postings are not guaranteed 
to appear more than once in Mississippi Conference publications. To read a description of job opening(s) listed below as well as 
other listings, go to www.mississippi-umc.org/employmentopportunities.

• Director of Music at Grenada First UMC, Grenada, MS
• Executive Pastor at First United Methodist Church, Dothan, AL

Employment 

Stay Connected
• Facebook: www.facebook.com/pages/The-Mississippi-United-Methodist-Conference/436491529732524
• Twitter: https://twitter.com/Mississippi_UMC
• You Tube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCSRtxv_Kix8IbYuHKRMLIjg
• Flickr: www.flickr.com/photos/119483421@N02/

Stay Connected with ConnecTText
Mississippi United Methodists with the ability to receive text messaging via phone are encouraged to sign up for ConnecTText. 
The service is another option for people to stay informed about important dates and other conference happenings.

To sign up for ConnecTText:
1. Remember, you must have the ability to get text messages on your phone. 
2. From your mobile phone, text the letters ‘MSUMC’ to the number 95577 and press send.
3. Wait a few seconds for a confirmation text and you’re connected!

Mississippi Conference’s Mobile App—MY MSUMC 
MY MSUMC—the Mississippi Conference of The United Methodist Church’s official mobile app—is available at no cost on all iPhone, 
Android, Galaxy and Blackberry phones and their corresponding pads and tablets. MY MSUMC allows easy access to the latest confer-
ence events, local UM news and The Circuit Rider. The MY MSUMC app presents users with a unique opportunity to interact with the 
conference by submitting prayer requests, recording audio of personal testimonies and posting comments via facebook and twitter. 
Plus, the ‘Our Districts’ feature shows a comprehensive list of district contact information and even directions from the user’s current 
location—all from a mobile smart phone or tablet device.

http://www.mississippi-umc.org/2017hotels
http://www.umc.org/news-and-media/looking-ahead-upcoming-events
mailto:news@mississipppi-umc.org
http://www.mississippi-umc.org/employmentopportunities
http://www.facebook.com/pages/The-Mississippi-United-Methodist-Conference/436491529732524
https://twitter.com/Mississippi_UMC
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCSRtxv_Kix8IbYuHKRMLIjg
http://www.flickr.com/photos/119483421@N02/



