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Learn how The POWER of We fuels our beliefs.  

A collection of stories that model each of The Mississippi Conference Core Values (tabs shown at 
left); love, generosity, justice and apprenticeship can be found at the links listed below.

LOVE:  Visit www.mississippi-umc.org/love

GENEROSITY: Visit www.mississippi-umc.org/generosity

JUSTICE: Visit www.mississippi-umc.org/justice

APPRENTICESHIP: Visit www.mississippi-umc.org/apprenticeship

Your  Connec t ion  to The Miss iss ipp i  Annua l  Conference

The Circuit Rider
Wednesday  |  December 24, 2014

A Life Remembered

Our Values

LOVE

GENEROSITY

JUSTICE

APPRENTICESHIP

T h e  P O W E R  o f  W e

On December 15, 
2014, a Service of 
Resurrection for 
former Miss Amer-
ica and Mississippi 
native, Mary Ann 
Mobley was held in 
Jackson, Mississippi 
with several United 
Methodists present 
and participating 
in the service. See 
story on page 3.

Purpose: The Mississippi Annual Conference— 
empowered by love, generosity, justice and apprenticeship—forms 

spiritual leaders, faith communities and connections so more  
disciples of Jesus Christ transform the world.

The mission of the Mississippi 
Annual Conference is to make 
disciples of Jesus Christ for the 
transformation of the world.

2014 Annual   
Conference Session 
Review
Visit the links below to view or 
download the following:

• 2014-2015 Mississippi Con-
ference Appointments: www.
mississippi-umc.org/20142015
msconferenceappointments

• Special Annual Conference 
Edition of The Circuit Rider: 
www.mississippi-umc.org/2014
annualconferencespecialeditio
nofthecircuitrider

Share Your News in  
The Circuit Rider
For submission guidelines, visit 
www.mississippi-umc.org/
shareyournewsinthecircuit-
rider.

Stop Hunger Now -
Track the Goal!
Visit www.facebook.com/
msacshngoal to keep track of 
the Mississippi Conference’s 
2014 goal of one million meals 
packed for Stop Hunger Now.
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Luke 2:22-40
New International Version (NIV)
Jesus Presented in the Temple
22 When the time came for the purification rites required by the Law of Moses, Joseph and Mary took him to Jerusalem to present him 
to the Lord 23 (as it is written in the Law of the Lord, “Every firstborn male is to be consecrated to the Lord”), 24 and to offer a sacrifice 
in keeping with what is said in the Law of the Lord: “a pair of doves or two young pigeons.”

25 Now there was a man in Jerusalem called Simeon, who was righteous and devout. He was waiting for the consolation of Israel, and 
the Holy Spirit was on him. 26 It had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not die before he had seen the Lord’s Mes-
siah. 27 Moved by the Spirit, he went into the temple courts. When the parents brought in the child Jesus to do for him what the custom 
of the Law required, 28 Simeon took him in his arms and praised God, saying:

29 “Sovereign Lord, as you have promised, you may now dismiss your servant in peace.

30 For my eyes have seen your salvation, 31 which you have prepared in the sight of all nations: 

32 a light for revelation to the Gentiles, and the glory of your people Israel.”

33 The child’s father and mother marveled at what was said about him. 34 Then Simeon blessed them and said to Mary, his mother: 
“This child is destined to cause the falling and rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be spoken against, 35 so that the 
thoughts of many hearts will be revealed. And a sword will pierce your own soul too.”

36 There was also a prophet, Anna, the daughter of Penuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was very old; she had lived with her husband 
seven years after her marriage, 37 and then was a widow until she was eighty-four. She never left the temple but worshiped night and 
day, fasting and praying. 38 Coming up to them at that very moment, she gave thanks to God and spoke about the child to all who were 
looking forward to the redemption of Jerusalem.

39 When Joseph and Mary had done everything required by the Law of the Lord, they returned to Galilee to their own town of Nazareth. 
40 And the child grew and became strong; he was filled with wisdom, and the grace of God was on him.

word POWER

Bishop’s Journal
Dear Mississippi Conference,   

Bishop James E. Swanson Sr., and his wife Delphine, offer you this Christmas message 
and invite you to share it with your family and friends.  To view their video greeting, go to 
http://vimeo.com/114979985.

Bishop On the Move
Mark your calendars to attend events where Bishop James E. Swanson Sr. will be visit-
ing in the upcoming days.

• January 5-8, 2015 (Monday - Thursday) 
  The Southeastern Jurisdiction College of Bishops will be held in Charleston, South 
Carolina and Bishop Swanson will be in attendance.

In observance of the 2014 Christmas holiday, 

the Mississippi Conference office will close  

on Wednesday, December 24 and will reopen  

on Friday, January 2, 2015.
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Saying Goodbye to Mary Ann Mobley    
Special to the Mississippi Conference Communications

The United Methodist connection celebrates the life of Mary Ann Mobley Collins. The Service of 
Resurrection was held at Christ United Methodist Church, officiated by Rev. Dr. Connie Shelton and 
Bishop Clay F. Lee.

Mary Ann Mobley Collins, 77, died at her Beverly Hills home Tuesday morning, December 9, 2014. 
A native of Mississippi, Mary Ann was an actress, humanitarian, Golden Globe winner, film star, hu-
manitarian, lover of people, love of dogs, Broadway star, and documentary filmmaker. Born in Biloxi, 
Mississippi, Mobley was crowned Miss America in 1959 (Mississippi’s first Miss America). For her 
musical work, she was voted into the Mississippi Musicians Hall of Fame in 2002. Mobley was the 
first woman ever to be voted into the University of Mississippi Alumni Hall of Fame.

In 1967, she married Gary Collins. The couple was active as volunteers and fiercely committed to nu-
merous worthwhile causes, traveling the world with various relief organizations to end world hunger. 
She is survived by daughters Clancy Collins White and Melissa Collins; son Guy William Collins; their 
respective spouses William Dean White and Michelle Collins; sister, Sandra Young; and two grand-
sons, Garrett and Gaston Collins.

For homily from Rev. Dr. Connie Shelton from Mary Ann Mobley Collins’ Service of Resurrection, download http://origin.library.con-
stantcontact.com/download/get/file/1102747532396-2041/Mary+Ann+Mobley+Collins.pdf. To read the obituary, download: http://
origin.library.constantcontact.com/download/get/file/1102747532396-2044/MobleyObituary1.pdf.

2014: United Methodists of Note Remembered
United Methodist News Service (UMNS)

In 2014, United Methodists marked the passing of leaders who made significant contributions in their ministry. They included pioneer-
ing leaders of United Methodist Women, a champion of United Methodist Men and a poet who preached to presidents. Here are 16 
remembrances, listed by date of death.Visit http://www.umc.org/news-and-media/2014-united-methodists-of-note-remembered for 
the story by Heather Hahn. 

Griffin to New MS Conference Position
The Mississippi Conference office of spiritual leadership welcomes Angela Kaye Griffin, photo right, as associ-
ate director of spiritual leadership. Griffin starts in her new position in January 2015.

Griffin has been an employee of the annual conference since 2007, serving as administrative secretary to 
Rev. Dr. Embra Jackson and Rev. Tim Thompson. Griffin has also assisted the East and West Jackson District 
offices.

She has served as conference secretary for the United Methodist Women, minister of music, communications 
coordinator, and church secretary at Aldersgate United Methodist Church, in Jackson, Mississippi. She is a 
member of Anderson United Methodist Church in Jackson, where she serves on the pastor/staff parish rela-
tions committee.

She received her educational specialist degree from Mississippi State University, a Master of Science de-
gree in teaching and a bachelor’s degree in business education from Mississippi University for Women, plus an associate degree from 
Itawamba Community College.

Larry Hilliard, director of spiritual leadership, shared his enthusiasm for Griffin to the staff.

“Her knowledge of United Methodism, involvement with the Mississippi Annual Conference and her own particular set of skills, will prove 
invaluable as seek to call, equip, assess and deploy lay and clergy to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world.  
We look to her to help lead us in the direction of collaboration between lay and clergy to develop spiritual leaders in all of our churches.  
She will bring a fresh look and a willing spirit to serve God through this role,” said Hilliard.

Connecting



4

Methodist Build Dedicates Latest Home
By Peggy Hampton, Habitat for Humanity Mississippi Capital Area

Photo right: David Coon (left) and Ric Stanfield of Madison UMC com-
plete work on the exterior of the home.

Photo below right: Homeowner Shirley Williams is immediately right of 
the sign with representatives of several of the churches, her family mem-
bers and friends, plus several HFHMCA board members and staff.

On Thursday, December 18, the dedication of the latest Methodist Build 
(which was a rehab project) for Habitat for Humanity Mississippi Capital 
Area (HFHMCA) took place. The participating United Methodist churches 
were Alta Woods, Anderson, Christ, Galloway, Madison, McLaurin 
Heights, St. Luke’s and St. Mark’s.  

The new homeowner is Shirley Williams and her son Omari. They have 
been living in a Jackson apartment complex plagued with break-ins and numerous maintenance issues. According to Williams, at one 
point, the hot water heater in the apartment burst, and it took weeks for the repairs to be made. 

Thanks to the Methodist Build church donors and volunteers, Williams and her son will be spending their first Christmas in a safe and 
decent Habitat for Humanity Mississippi Capital Area home, with an affordable mortgage. This is happening because Methodist Build 
partner churches believe that everyone, everywhere should have a 
healthy, affordable, decent place to live.

In this holiday season of giving, Shirley reminds every one of the source 
of all good things by sharing Joshua 24:15 – which she inscribed on the 
bottom layer of flooring in every room of her new Habitat home: “As for 
me and my household, we will serve the Lord.”

The first HFHMCA house built by a Methodist church was built by Gal-
loway in 1990 – it was the twelfth home.

Between 1990 and 2009, several Methodist churches, including Gal-
loway, Christ and Wells, built houses individually, or in partnership with 
others in the community.

In 2009, Methodist churches in the metro Jackson area joined together to 
form the Methodist Build partnership and have sponsored six houses that 
they have either built or rehabbed.  

The participating churches have already begun plans for 2015 and are seeking to expand the partnership so that they can build a new 
house and work with more Methodists in the Mississippi capital area. 

Commentary on Female Pastors
Why do largest churches not have female pastors?
United Methodist News Service (UMNS)

According to the most recent data from the General Council on Finance and Administration, only two of the 100 largest United Method-
ist churches in the United States have women as senior pastors. In a blog post, the Rev. Jeremy Smith ponders this trend in a de-
nomination that has long welcomed women clergy and offers some ideas for increasing the numbers. Visit http://hackingchristianity.
net/2014/12/why-do-the-largest-umcs-not-have-female-pastors.html to read the commentary. 

Women of Color Scholars Celebrate 25 Years  
United Methodist News Service (UMNS) 

Photo right: Left to right, are panelists Eboni Marshall Turman, Namsoon 
Kang, Cristian De La Rosa, and Tracey Hucks. 

Thirty-nine women of color are now teaching in seminaries around the 
world with the help of a scholarship and mentoring program that celebrat-
ed its 25th anniversary this year. The United Methodist Board of Higher 
Education and Ministry created the Woman of Color Scholars program 
in 1989 to address the absence of women of color faculty in theological 
education, especially in United Methodist schools. Susan Naslund has 
the story. Visit http://www.gbhem.org/article/women-color-scholars-
celebrate-25-years to read the report.



5

Sierra Leone Bans Christmas Celebrations Due to Ebola
Religious News Service (RNS)

The government of Sierra Leone banned public Christmas and New Year’s celebrations because they may exacerbate efforts to 
eradicate the Ebola virus. The majority of Sierra Leone’s 6 million people are Muslim, but Christmas is widely celebrated among the 27 
percent of people who are Christian. Fredrick Nzwili reports for Religion News Service. Visit http://www.religionnews.com/2014/12/15/
sierra-leone-bans-christmas-new-years-celebrations-prevent-spread-ebola/?utm_source=12-24-14+Circuit+Rider&utm_
campaign=12-24-14+Circuit+Rider&utm_medium=email to read the story.  

Christmas Season: More Joy, Less Stress   
United Methodist News Service (UMNS) 

What’s not to love about the holiday season? People are a little more generous, your favorite coffee 
shop has its seasonal drink ready and there are more than enough gatherings to fill a social calendar. 
Joyous? Sure. Stressful? No doubt. Rethink Church offers some tips to make this season a little less 
frenetic and a little more meaningful. To read them, go to http://www.rethinkchurch.org/articles/spiri-
tuality/more-joy-less-stress.

Advice for Coping with Holiday Blues  
United Methodist News Service (UMNS)  

We watch “magical” Christmas movies and hear songs proclaiming this as “the most wonderful time of the year.” But you may not feel 
jolly if you or someone you love is struggling with the Christmas blues. The Rev. Joe Iovino offers from advice from United Methodist 
pastors, counselors, and others. Visit http://www.rethinkchurch.org/articles/spirituality/more-joy-less-stress for the details. 

Faith Communities

Pop Can Angel 
By Cristen Craven Barnard, First Senatobia UMC

Photo right: This ornament made from an aluminum can reminds one woman of God’s 
ability to create new life.

The United Methodist Women circles in my church made little angel ornaments out of pop 
cans for a fundraising project. The UMW is asking for a small suggested donation for each 
angel.  

The process from can to angel is tedious. A can’s top and bottom are removed, the center 
ring that is left is cut, and the strip of aluminum is washed and dried and laid flat. A pattern 
is then traced in the aluminum. The angel’s body and wings are cut, formed and a bead 
head with halo is added. The process doesn’t stop there; a small heart is cut from a can’s 
remnants and then added to make a shiny halo. Finally, a thin hanging hook is attached. 
The result is a special ornament from a discarded pop can that hangs just right on a Christ-
mas tree.  

When it came time to take orders for the angels a comment was made that some might 
think the suggested donation was a little high, after all, they were made from trash.  God 
gives us messages sometimes in simple little things. There is a message for me in this little 
pop can angel story, and I hope for you too! 

This pretty little pop can angel had another life, a can covered in a name identifying its 
contents. Then, when emptied it was discarded as trash. Someone saw that cannot as trash, not even as just a can, but saw that can 
as what it could be.  From the trash, it was lifted and a new life began. This little can had a lot of trimming to be done. It needed to be 
scrubbed clean, and then shaped into something totally new.  The hands that picked it up, the hands that washed it, trimmed it, and 
shaped it, gave this newly formed creation a head and a heart as it had never had before and even a halo and a way to hang was pro-
vided.

A little angel, ready to be used in its new life, but what happened? Someone came along and said, “Well after all, it was from trash, so 
it really didn’t have much value.” Now, if that angel had come from a fresh new piece of rolled out aluminum no one could say that. But, 
then again what makes this little pop can angel so special is that we can see that it was once something else. It is colorful, and its story 
is written all over it, so that folks can see from where it came. It’s no longer holding the old, but it is a testimony of new life through the 
hands, of the one, who rescued it for something special.  
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I am like that little pop can angel. I held stuff and that stuff was my identity. There was a time of emptiness, and a time of feeling lost and 
even discarded. The can couldn’t call out, but I could and I called out to Jesus. Jesus picked me up, Jesus washed me clean, Jesus 
trimmed me up, Jesus gave me a new shape and Jesus gave me a new way of thinking. This special angel has a heart over its head, 
but Jesus gave me a new heart that is filled with him. My story he uses; it’s there to be shared. There will be some who never see the 
value, never see past the trash beneath their feet. However, God sees us differently. He sees what can be. He values us! So much that 
He gave His Son so we can be a new creation in Chris and that we may have a relationship forever with him.  

I am a pop can angel placed where he wants me, and formed as he wants me. Celebrating the greatest gift of all, God’s gift sent for us. 
God’s gift poured out freely upon a cross for us. God’s gift ascended for our forever tomorrows with him! JESUS, JESUS, JESUS. 

Galloway UMC Hosts Turn the Tables on Hunger
Awareness and Funds for Stop Hunger Now
Photo right: Lauren Wallace accepts a rice meal in her hands from Rev. Joey 
Shelton. 

Photo bottom right: Delphine Swanson participates as lead of the conference’s 
one million meals goal for Stop Hunger Now.

As guests arrived at Galloway UMC for the Turn the Tables on Hunger Banquet 
given November 19, they received a first, middle or lowest class ticket informing 
them of their place in our world economy. Galloway hosted this event to raise 
funds for the Stop Hunger Now packing event to be held January 14 at Central 
UMC in Jackson, but also to help those in attendance feel and see the 
unbalanced distribution of wealth in today’s world.

First class participants, photo right, were seated in a fine dining area and 
served a meal of highest standards. The middle class were served one pot 
of rice and one pot of beans with a few bowls and plastic utensils. Half of 
the group found themselves in third class seated on the floor or on a few 
park benches receiving a large pot of rice only, no spoons, bowls, or water. 
As the “surprise of the night” unfolded, the room filled with an array of emo-
tion ranging from guilt to sharing and embarrassment to frustration.   

Guests were introduced to “character cards” of individuals throughout the 
world and how hunger and lack or resources shaped their life’s story. A 
dramatic reading from those present in the audience helped all to receive 
a better view of “the big picture.” It’s one thing to talk about hunger and 
poverty; it’s another thing to be seated at the fine linen draped table with 
flowers and candlelight, being served a gourmet meal while your friend and 
neighbor sits nearby on the floor sharing rice hand to hand. Eyes were opened by 
young and old alike!  

As the evening progressed participants heard from Stop Hunger Now representa-
tive, Pat Ware, about the ways the organization is making a difference worldwide. 
The evening ended with all participants feasting on the same meal first class 
had received earlier — a perfect living example of grace and God’s economy — 
which has no scarcity. Bishop Swanson closed out the evening with a message 
of encouragement as we continue to partner together in our Core Values of love, 
generosity, justice and apprenticeship.

Galloway UMC will share their resources with other congregations who would like 
to offer a similar event. Call 601-353-9691.
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Administry
United Methodist Church Foundation Board Elects New Officers, Expands Ministries         
The United Methodist Church Foundation recently celebrated 15 years of operations and growth for ministry organizations of all sizes 
and types within The United Methodist Church. Meeting in Nashville, Tennessee on December 2-3, 2014, the Foundation’s board of 
directors welcomed new officers and unanimously elected Beatrice Garza, of Houston, to serve as chair, succeeding Oscar Luis Garza. 
To read the media release announcement from the General Council on Finance and Administration, go to http://origin.library.con-
stantcontact.com/download/get/file/1102747532396-2036/Press+Release+-UMC+Foundation+Year+Ends+-+FINAL.pdf.

Students

Home for the Holiday
How can churches minister to students  
home at Christmas?         
United Methodist News Service (UMNS)

Photo right: The days before Christmas break are often filled with in-
tense studying. The students in this file photo are working in the library at 
Philander Smith College in 2012.

College students home for Christmas break often long to reconnect with 
old friends, their old youth leaders, and others in the church that were 
an important part of their faith development. After years of being active 
in church they are no longer part of the youth ministry and not ready for 
adult ministries yet. So how can churches minister to their students when 
they are home for break? The Rev. Joe Iovino has some suggestions. 

Go to http://www.umc.org/resources/what-churches-can-do-when-kids-are-home-on-christmas-break to read the story and post 
comment. 

Survey Finds Strong Church Support for Scouting         
United Methodist News Service (UMNS)

The national office of Boy Scouts of America survey found 64.9 percent of United Methodist congregations would actively encourage 
other churches and organizations to charter scouting units. To read the story, go to http://www.gcumm.org/news/2014/12-09/national-
survey-finds-strong-support-for-scouting-in-umc.

Save the Date  |  Announcements

Peace with Justice Grant   
Deadline: Saturday, January 10, 2015
The deadline to apply for the Peace with Justice grant is January 10, 2015. The United Methodist Board of Church and Society 
awards grants to United Methodist churches and ecumenical groups working through at least one United Methodist organization that 
witnesses “to God’s demands for a faithful, just, disarmed and secure world. For details, go to http://umc-gbcs.org/press-releases/
peace-with-justice-grant-application-deadline-jan.-10.
 
Stop Hunger Now Packing Event
January 14, 2015
Please join Galloway UMC in responding to Bishop and Mrs. Swanson’s challenge on Wednesday, January 14, 2015, at Central UMC 
as the West Jackson District sponsors its Stop Hunger Now packing event (West Jackson District). At least 10,000 meals will be packed 
from 4:30 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. and volunteers are needed for set-up beginning at 3:00 p.m. A light snack supper will be provided. The 
Family Life Center at Central UMC is located at 517 North Farish Street in Jackson, Mississippi. To register or to donate, go to http://
events.stophungernow.org/WestJacksonDistrictUMC.  

Youth groups, United Methodist Women circles, Bible studies, Sunday school classes, groups (large and small), congregations (large to 
small), and all ages are invited to “come to the table” and join to “turn the tables” on hunger and Stop Hunger Now!
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Youth Conference on Alcohol, Drug Use and Abuse
January 16-18, 2015
New Hope United Methodist Church in Wesson, Mississippi, located at 2216 Hwy 550 N.W., will host a conference to discuss alcohol, 
drug abuse, and abuse for students in grades seven through 12, parents, youth directors and pastors.

Scheduled Speakers

• Friday, January 16 - Lori Carter, MS Tobacco Free Coalition of Copiah & Lincoln Counties and Dr. Mike Lips, New Hope pastor and 
board certified pastoral counselor

• Saturday, January 17 - Cam Sharp, Amite County coroner and Madolyn Smith, Region 8 Mental Health

• Sunday, January 18 - Dr. Bryan Calcote, internal medicine specialist, Rev. David Sellers, spiritual director at Pine Grove Behavioral 
Health and Addiction Services and Recovery Pastor at Open Door Church and Rev. Terry Haley, chaplain, Lincoln County Youth Court

Guest Praise Band: Tyler Bridges and the Brookhaven First United Methodist Church Praise Band with special guest Andi Cotton

Cokesbury Books Display: Sunday from 9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.

For more information, call Bridget Cade at 601-757-4158, or Dr. Mike Lips, 601-596-3380.

Human Relations Day  
January 18, 2015  

Human Relations Day is January 18, 2015.  One of United Methodism’s six church-wide Special 
Sundays with offerings, Human Relations Day calls United Methodists to extend a helping hand 
to those in crisis so they can overcome formidable obstacles. The offering supports Community 
Developers, United Voluntary Services and Youth Offender Rehabilitation programs.  

A collection of resources have been assembled to download and use in the local church for 
Human Relations Day promotion. Go to http://www.umcgiving.org/resource-articles/human-
relations-day-pastor-and-leaders-kit to access the Human Relations Day pastor and leader’s kit. 
Free offering envelopes and a poster to promote this Special Sunday can be found there.
 
Camp Wesley Pines Hosts Multiple 2015 Retreats
Camp Wesley Pines Sr. High Spiritual Life Retreat - January 23-25 
Rev. Andy Stoddard, pastor of Asbury UMC in Petal will lead students in “A Little Crazy”: what it means to be a follower of Christ in 
today’s world. The MSU Wesley Foundation band, Jell, will lead worship. For information, call the camp office at 601.892.2341 or email  
wpoffice@wildblue.net.

Camp Wesley Pines Confirmation Retreat - January 30-Februrary 1
Aimed at students in grades 5-8, this confirmation retreat is offered to strengthen and reinforce confirmation classes held in the local 
church.  Worship will be led by Rev. Patrick Hutto, director of the Wesley Foundation at the University of Southern Mississippi.  The 
Rev. Pamela Cameron, Rev. Robbie Murden and Rev. Hutto, will lead workshops on the history, sacraments, and missions of the 
church.  Rev. Cameron is associate pastor of First UMC, Yazoo City and Rev. Murden serves as pastor of Marvin UMC in Florence.  

Music will be provided by the Wesley Praise Band of the Wesley Foundation at USM. For information, call the camp office at 
601.892.2341 or email wpoffice@wildblue.net.

Camp Wesley Pines Jr. High Spiritual Life Retreat (JHSL) - February 6-8
Directed by Clinton UMCs associate pastor, Reed McCaleb, this year’s JHSL retreat will focus on the theme “Love God, Love Peo-
ple.” Mississippi State University’s Wesley Foundation band, Jell, will be onsite for worship. For information, call the camp office at 
601.892.2341 or email wpoffice@wildblue.net.

IMPACT 4D Conferences Featuring Olu Brown
January 27, 2015
Registration is now open with early bird group and leader specials to attend IMPACT4D, Leader-
ship Conference featuring Olu Brown.   

Impact DCD redefines the church experience through inclusiveness, relatable messages, energetic 
weekly gatherings, unique events and activities, relevant youth programs and community outreach. 

The core mission is all about sharing the connections we need to help make our lives full of good-
ness and love. The people of Impact Church are compelled to help bring healing, justice and 
compassion to the world.  Lead pastor Olu Brown invites you to attend the IMPACT 4D Leadership 
Conference to explore his approach and design to “church outside the box.” 
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• Explore boutique ministry and hospitality concepts to grow worshipers.
• Impact today’s modern communities through multi-media and technology.
• Join other like-minded leaders to cultivate your ideas.
• Put your old and your new resources to work together.

To register, visit https://www.regonline.com/Register/Checkin.aspx.

Clergy Leadership Conference
February 2-4, 2015
Register now for the Clergy Leadership Conference themed “Eyes to See, Ears to Hear: Pastoral Care for 
Transformed Lives” with Dr. Gregory C. Ellison, II, photo right. This event is scheduled for February 2-4, 
2015, at St. Mark’s UMC in Brandon, Mississippi.   

The cost is $125 by January 23. After that date, the cost will be $150.  

Ellison, assistant professor of Pastoral Care and Counseling at Candler School of Theology in Atlanta, is 
committed to missional care-pastoral ministry with those outside as well as within our congregations.

Are there people in your community who long to be heard, but remain invisible, their voices muted? Do 
clergy and clergy families also feel unseen and unheard at times? What does pastoral care that heals these 
wounds of isolation look like? What do we need to learn in order to sharpen our vision, tune our hearing, and 
extend the reach of our caring for others in Jesus’ name? Where do we turn for the listening ear and gra-
cious regard we need?

For more information and to register, go to http://www.centerforministry.com/pages/detail/1709.

Ten Years after Katrina: UMCOR and UMVIM 2015 SEJ Disaster Academy 
February 23-25, 2015
The year 2015 marks one decade since the tragedy and extraordinary generosity surrounding Hur-
ricane Katrina’s devastation. Over $18 million and thousands of volunteers buoyed Mississippi into 
recovery. 

The Mississippi Annual Conference is hosting the Southeastern Jurisdiction Disaster Academy along-
side the United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR) and United Methodist Volunteers in Mission 
(UMVIM) February 23-25, 2015, at Seashore Assembly in Biloxi. 

If you’d like to learn more about how you can be a part of disaster response ministry, the disaster 
academy is for you! Go to http://www.mississippi-umc.org/eventdetail/449200.

The Gathering 2015 
February 27 - March 1, 2015
United Methodist youth from all over Mississippi are encouraged to attend The Gathering 
2015 from February 27 through March 1. This year’s theme is ‘Change’ and will feature 
amazing communicators Bishop James E. Swanson, Sr., episcopal leader of the Missis-
sippi Area and Rev. William Rambo, associate pastor at The Orchard United Methodist 
Church in Tupelo. The event will be held at Christ United Methodist Church in Jackson 
located at 6000 Old Canton Road. Amena Brown will bring a powerful experience with her 
spoken word art. A dance crew that has performed all around the country at youth camps 
and NBA half-time shows, Remote Kontrol, will be there! This will be an amazing week-
end! You don’t want to miss it.

Non-refundable registration costs:
• $55 Early Bird Registration (paid online or postmarked by January 21, 2015)
• $60 Regular Registration (paid online or postmarked by February 16, 2015)
• $65 Late Registration (paid online or postmarked after February 16, 2015)

Contact Mike Howington, Mississippi Conference youth and families coordinator at 601.354.0515 for additional information and details 
about available scholarships.

For more information. Register now for this spirit-filled weekend for youth, visit http://www.mississippi-umc.org/eventdetail/209147.  
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2015 Wesley Choral Festival
May 21-24, 2015
Save the date for the 2015 Wesley Choral Festival when choirs and individual choral singers are invited to participate in a four-day 
event in Washington, D.C., that culminates with a gala concert to benefit Imagine No Malaria. The 2015 Wesley Festival will be held 
May 21-24, 2015; the gala concert will be held at 8:00 p.m. Saturday, May 23, at the John F. Kennedy Center for Performing Arts.  

“For the eighth year, we are excited to bring the Wesley Choral Festival to fruition,” says Dr. James Ramsey, director of music and arts 
at St. Luke’s United Methodist Church in Highlands Ranch, Colorado, and founder of the Wesley Choral Festival. “We invite not only 
choirs, but also individual choral singers, to join us for this incredible experience, which, this year, is being held in Washington, D.C.”

Go to http://wesleyfestival.org/about-the-festival/ for more information.
                               
Scholarships Available for 2015 Wesley Pilgrimage to England
July 13-23, 2015
Scholarships are available for commissioned provisional elders and deacons and lay people who want to participate in the 2015 Wesley 
Pilgrimage to England. The pilgrimage, co-sponsored by Discipleship Ministries and the General Board of Higher Education and Minis-
try, will be July 13-23. Participants will learn, pray, and explore places where the Wesley brothers lived and served.

Discipleship Ministries is looking for 12 commissioned provisional elders and deacons, and 12 lay persons who are lay servants, lay 
speakers, certified lay ministers, lay leaders or licensed local pastors to apply for places on the pilgrimage. 

Their $2,195 tuition fee will be paid by Discipleship Ministries. Pilgrims will be responsible for their own travel expenses to and from 
England and a $350 nonrefundable registration fee.

The application deadline is February 15. Scholarship recipients will be announced on February 27. 

Additional information, including a detailed agenda and scholarship application, is available online at www.gbod.org/wesleypilgrimage. 
For more information, contact Steve Manskar by email at smanskar@gbod.org or by phone at 877-899-2780, ext. 1765.

As a courtesy to the Mississippi Annual Conference, job announcements from across the United Methodist connection are featured in 
The Circuit Rider. To submit an employment notice, send an email to news@mississipppi-umc.org.  Postings are not guaranteed 
to appear more than once in Mississippi Conference publications. To read a description of job opening(s) listed below as well as 
other listings, go to www.mississippi-umc.org/employmentopportunities.

• Assistant General Secretary: Division of Ordained Ministry - Nashville, TN 
• Director of Student Faith and Leadership Formation: Division of Higher Education - Nashville, TN  
• Director of Children’s Ministries - Hoover, AL
• Full-time Director of Youth Ministries - Monroe, LA
• Contemporary Worship Leader - Brandon, MS
• Part-time Children’s Ministry Coordinator - Ocean Springs, MS
• Director of Student and Family Ministries - Oxford, MS

Employment 

Snowball Cake  

Place plain gelatin in a bowl.  Add cold water to soften. Dissolve with hot water. 
Add crushed pineapple with juice and sugar.  Refrigerate until it starts to gel.  Fold 
in cake pieces and court of Cool Whip.  Mix well and press in a cake pan.  Sprin-
kle coconut over that top. Top with additional Cool Whip, if desired. This is a light 
dessert. 

—   Judy Lytle, St. Paul UMC, Ocean Springs, Mississippi 

Methodist Tested Recipes

2 pkg. plain gelatin
1 cup boiling water
1/2 cup sugar
1 angel food cake cut in small pieces
1/2 cup of cold water

1 (No. 2) can crushed pineapple with 
juice
1 qt. Cool Whip
Fresh flaked coconut
Cool Whip for garnish (optional)

Have a recipe that is too good to keep to yourself? Share it with our Circuit Rider readers. Email your favorite recipes to 
news@mississippi-umc.org.



11

Stay Connected

www.facebook.com/pages/The-Mississippi-United-Methodist-Conference/436491529732524

https://twitter.com/Mississippi_UMC

www.youtube.com/channel/UCSRtxv_Kix8IbYuHKRMLIjg

www.flickr.com/photos/119483421@N02/

Stay Connected with ConnecTText
Mississippi United Methodists with the ability to receive text messaging via phone are encouraged to sign up for ConnecTText. 

The service is another option for people to stay informed about important dates and other conference happenings.

To sign up for ConnecTText:
1. Remember, you must have the ability to get text messages on your phone.
2. From your mobile phone, text the letters ‘MSUMC’ to the number 95577 and press send.
3. Wait a few seconds for a confirmation text and you’re connected!

Mississippi Conference’s Mobile App—MY MSUMC 
MY MSUMC — the Mississippi Conference of The United Methodist Church’s official mobile app — is available at no cost on all iPhone, 
Android, Galaxy and Blackberry phones and their corresponding pads and tablets.

MY MSUMC allows easy access to the latest conference events, local UM news and The Circuit Rider. The MY MSUMC app presents 
users with a unique opportunity to interact with the conference by submitting prayer requests, recording audio of personal testimonies 
and posting comments via facebook and twitter. Plus, the ‘Our Districts’ feature shows a comprehensive list of district contact informa-
tion and even directions from the user’s current location — all from a mobile smart phone or tablet device.

Feel free to leave a comment about the app on the Mississippi United Methodist Conference facebook and twitter pages.




