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The Mississippi Conference Four Core Values are love, generosity, justice and apprenticeship. 

Our Values

Mississippi Conference
of The United Methodist Church

320-C Briarwood Drive
Jackson, Mississippi 39206

601.354.0515 | Fax 601.948.5982
www.mississippi-umc.org

LOVE GENEROSITY JUSTICE APPRENTICESHIP

Published Wednesday  |  December 21, 2016

Your  Connec t ion  to The Miss iss ipp i  Annua l  Conference

The Circuit Rider

Merry
Christmas

from The Circuit Rider team

In observance of the Christmas holiday, this issue  
of The Circuit Rider is condensed.    

http://www.mississippi-umc.org
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INM Update!

For more information: 
www.mississippi-umc.org/INMeventideas

Visit https://vimeo.com/196450765 to listen the their message.

Conference Office Closed   
The administrative offices of the Mississippi Conference will close for the Christmas and New Year's holidays starting Friday, Dec. 
23, 2016, and will re-open Tuesday, Jan. 3, 2017 at normal business hours.

The Swansons 
Christmas Greeting

For those interested in knowing what 
makes a "Merry Christmas," watch this 
year's annual Christmas greeting from 
Bishop James Swanson Sr. and his wife, 
Delphine.

https://vimeo.com/196450765
http://www.mississippi-umc.org/INMeventideas
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Connecting

Disaster Case Managers Present Generosity after Christmas  
By Tamica Smith Jeuitt, Communications Specialist, Mississippi Conference        

Photo right: LaTia Penn and Santarious Curb during the Mississippi Conference office Christmas party.

Photo below right: Case managers from across Mississippi were in Jackson for the annual Mississippi 
Conference Christmas party.

Plans for Christmas Day are set for a couple of Mississippi Conference disaster response case manag-
ers.

Santarious Curb will surprise his nine-year-old daughter with some of the items on her wish list--a drone, 
a drum set, and a fancy robe. Later in the day, he'll spend quality time with his 90-year-old great-grand-
mother who is in hospice.

LaTia Penn of Topeka, Kansas is a recent graduate of Delta State in Cleveland, Mississippi. Instead of 
returning home to be with her relatives, she looks forward to joining her roommate's family for Christmas 
cheer.

Nevertheless, both will get a good night's rest to deliver what might be the perfect gift to 
those still recovering from storms last March in Mississippi. Hundreds of homes suffered 
damage from heavy rain and record flooding.   Ten months after the fact, some people 
are not back in their homes, or they live in them with the damage.

 "These people have been through a whole lot. Once they see you, they feel so excited 
and encouraged. I can't think of one of my clients who has not prayed or has fallen to 
their knees and cried. It makes me feel like I have a purpose," Curb explained.

"To be able to assist them and know that I am there to help them through their recovery 
is reassuring. It feels really good to be able to do something for other people, so the ap-
preciation that comes along with it is a great feeling. I have had clients who have cried 
out of gratitude," said Penn.

The Mississippi Conference workers are partnering with the Mennonite Church and an Amish group from Indiana to make fundamental repairs 
to homes of those who do not have the resources to do so. Restoration to as many as 25 homes in the Bolivar County will include roof repairs, 
sheetrock replacement, and floor renewal. The work begins the day after Christmas through the end of December.   

"We don't know all that we can do, but we feel like we can make a difference," said Larry Miller with the Mennonite Church in Macon, Missis-
sippi.

St. Luke's United Methodist Church in Cleveland will house the workers presenting the gift of generosity.

Prayers and Donations for Barton UMC after Fire 
Photo right and below left: On Dec. 15, 2016, a fire destroyed Barton United Method-
ist Church in Byhalia, Mississippi. Photo from Barton UMC Facebook page.

The Barton United Methodist Church family is grateful for the 
overwhelming support from fellow United Methodists and their 
community after a fire that destroyed their facility on Dec. 15.  
Everything inside burned according to the pastor, Rev. Michael 
John Pope.  He said fire investigators suspect the furnace may 
have triggered the blaze. 

The congregation is temporarily meeting about eight miles 
from Barton at Mt. Pleasant UMC where Pope also pastors.   He anticipated the Sunday service after the fire would 
be sad instead it was encouraging.  He offered members a time to share their personal grief and their hope for Bar-
ton moving forward.

"They see this as an opportunity to see where it is God is leading us and where do we go as a new beginning 
church.   I was very encouraged by the responses," said Pope.

Monetary donations to support Barton UMC can be sent to Barton UMC, P.O. Box 51, Mt. Pleasant, MS, 38649.   Prayers for Barton UMC are 
encouraged.
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Mission in Motion: The Gathering 2017  
and Imagine No Malaria 
The Gathering List of Hotels, FAQs and Media Kit 
Photo right: Charity Gordon field coordinator for Imagine No Malaria and Mike How-
ington, Mississippi Conference Youth and Families Coordinator. Photo from Mississippi 
Conference Communications.

Youth attending The Gathering 2017 will be not only be challenged to imagine faith 
without boundaries but to imagine the world without malaria. Imagine No Malaria is the 
Mississippi Conference Mission Focus to save 100,000 lives in Sub-Sahara, Africa from 
the deadly malaria disease. Children are usually the victims of this preventable disease 
that is carried by mosquitos. To watch a video with more information about Imagine No Malaria, go to https://vimeo.com/195327015.  To 
promote The Gathering at your church and read reviews from past attendees, go to 
http://www.mississippi-umc.org/thegatheringimagineemk.    

Rest and Relax
Jan. 13-14, 2017
Save the date, Jan. 13 -14, 2017 for the event Relax and Rest - God Has Showered You With Blessings. This is a retreat for pastors 
and others seeking rest. For more information contact the Jubilee Center, a ministry of Heritage UMC in D'Iberville, Mississippi,  
jubileecenterdiberville@gmail.com.

Camp Lake Stephens, Overflow
Jan. 14-16, 2017
Traditionally taking place over New Year's, Overflow has become a Camp Lake Stephens constant for now over 30 years!  Now for the 
first time, Overflow will take place during the Martin Luther King., Jr. weekend. Youth in grades 7-12 either individually or with their youth 
groups are invited to attend. Leading our worship sessions for the weekend will be Russ Polsgrove, along with Matt King and Austin 
Black.  Additionally, we are excited to announce the return of Big Al to the Camp Lake Stephens stage. For additional information, 
please contact Chap Fenwick at chap@camplakestephens.com.

Early Response Team Training
Jan. 21, 2017
Spread the word; Early Response Team training is at St. Luke's UMC, Jackson, Saturday, Jan. 21, 2017.   The Rev. David Newton and 
Rev. David Cumbest are the training leaders. 

Register at www.eventbrite.com/e/early-response-team-training-at-st-lukes-umc-jackson-january-21-registration-29643976933.

Camp Lake Stephens, Confirmation Retreat 2017
Jan. 27-29, 2017
Confirmation retreat is designed to complement the confirmation program offered through your local church for students in grades 6-8.  
This retreat is a wonderful opportunity for confirmands throughout the Mississippi Conference to be in community and learn together 
what it means to be a Christian in the United Methodist tradition. For more information, call 662-234-3350.

Clergy Leadership Conference
Feb. 6-8. 2017
The 2017 Clergy Leadership Conference will be Feb. 6-8, 2017 at St. Mark's United Methodist Church in Brandon, Mississippi. Rev. Dr. 
N. Graham Standish will lead this year's conference themed, "Leading a Church to Discern and Do God's Will." Those who attend the 
conference will receive 1.5 CEUs. Early Registration ends Jan. 6, 2017. 

For more information, go to http://www.events.centerforministry.com/assnfe/ev.asp.

The Gathering 2017
Feb. 24-26
The vision behind The Gathering is to create a high energy weekend conference for students to gather from all over Mississippi to cel-
ebrate the Lord and Savior. Organizers are committed to create a weekend event that is first-class quality with the best worship teams 
and communicators. Go to www.mississippi-umc.org/thegathering for early bird registration and more.

Save the Date  |  Announcements

https://vimeo.com/195327015
http://www.mississippi-umc.org/thegatheringimagineemk
mailto:jubileecenterdiberville@gmail.com
mailto:chap@camplakestephens.com
http://www.eventbrite.com/e/early-response-team-training-at-st-lukes-umc-jackson-january-21-registration-29643976933
http://www.events.centerforministry.com/assnfe/ev.asp
http://www.mississippi-umc.org/thegathering
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Lay Servant School Sponsored by Desoto Cluster
Feb. 25, 2017
The Desoto Cluster is hosting lay servant school at Hernando UMC on Saturday, Feb. 25, 2017. A barbecue lunch plate will be provided 
for $5.   Brochures with registration forms will be available later. 

View instructors here: http://files.constantcontact.com/c6cffd0c001/71a610e8-11b8-425e-a694-a92584fcb01b.pdf. 

Announcements
Required Clergy Ethics Seminar June 7, 2017
All active Mississippi United Methodist clergy are required to attend a quadrennial clergy ethics seminar. The Mississippi Conference's 
next seminar will be held Wednesday, June 7, 2017, from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. at the Jackson Convention Complex. Participation for the 
complete event is mandatory, so please mark it on your calendars. This includes part-time, full-time, local pastors, deacons, elders, 
retirees who are serving and lay supply persons. Upon completion of this seminar, you will receive .5 CEU. 

Hotels for 2017 AC Session
Hotels with special rates for the 2017 Session of the Mississippi Conference are now available online. Go to http://bit.ly/2gg5BQD to 
view the list. Please check back often for updates.

UMC Events
Visit www.umc.org/news-and-media/looking-ahead-upcoming-events to see more educational opportunities and other upcoming 
events in the life of The United Methodist Church.  

Stay Connected
• Facebook: www.facebook.com/pages/The-Mississippi-United-Methodist-Conference/436491529732524
• Twitter: https://twitter.com/Mississippi_UMC
• You Tube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCSRtxv_Kix8IbYuHKRMLIjg
• Flickr: www.flickr.com/photos/119483421@N02/

Stay Connected with ConnecTText
Mississippi United Methodists with the ability to receive text messaging via phone are encouraged to sign up for ConnecTText. 
The service is another option for people to stay informed about important dates and other conference happenings.

To sign up for ConnecTText:
1. Remember, you must have the ability to get text messages on your phone.
2. From your mobile phone, text the letters ‘MSUMC’ to the number 95577 and press send.
3. Wait a few seconds for a confirmation text and you’re connected!

Mississippi Conference’s Mobile App—MY MSUMC 
MY MSUMC—the Mississippi Conference of The United Methodist Church’s official mobile app—is available at no cost on all iPhone, 
Android, Galaxy and Blackberry phones and their corresponding pads and tablets. MY MSUMC allows easy access to the latest confer-
ence events, local UM news and The Circuit Rider. The MY MSUMC app presents users with a unique opportunity to interact with the 
conference by submitting prayer requests, recording audio of personal testimonies and posting comments via facebook and twitter. 
Plus, the ‘Our Districts’ feature shows a comprehensive list of district contact information and even directions from the user’s current 
location—all from a mobile smart phone or tablet device.

http://files.constantcontact.com/c6cffd0c001/71a610e8-11b8-425e-a694-a92584fcb01b.pdf
http://bit.ly/2gg5BQD
http://www.umc.org/news-and-media/looking-ahead-upcoming-events
http://www.facebook.com/pages/The-Mississippi-United-Methodist-Conference/436491529732524
https://twitter.com/Mississippi_UMC
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCSRtxv_Kix8IbYuHKRMLIjg
http://www.flickr.com/photos/119483421@N02/

