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The Mississippi Conference Four Core Values are love, generosity, justice and apprenticeship. 
For more information, visit www.mississippi-umc.org/thepowerofwe.
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 "If we face it, we can fix it."

Our Values

T h e  P O W E R  o f  W e

Purpose:
 The Mississippi Annual 

Conference—empowered 
by love, generosity, justice 

and apprenticeship—forms 
spiritual leaders, faith 

communities and connections 
so more disciples of Jesus Christ 

transform the world.

Mission:
The mission of the Mississippi 
Annual Conference is to make 
disciples of Jesus Christ for the 
transformation of  the world.

2016 Special Edition  
of The Circuit Rider

is now available  
to view online! Go to:

http://bit.ly/28OxETH
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LOVE GENEROSITY JUSTICE APPRENTICESHIP

John Shearer pastor of First Christian Church Jackson, Dewey 
Handy of Central United Methodist Church in Jackson and Martha 
Handy of Christ the King Catholic Church Jackson, were among 
dozens at a post-election healing and communion service at the Mis-
sissippi State Capitol. The gathering was led by Mississippi United 
Methodists.. Read the message for the crowd in the section Con-
necting on page 3. 

http://www.mississippi-umc.org/thepowerofwe
http://bit.ly/28OxETH
mailto:news@mississippi-umc.org
http://www.mississippi-umc.org
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Luke 21: 5-19 
New International Version (NIV)
The Destruction of the Temple and Signs of the End Times

5 Some of his disciples were remarking about how the temple was adorned with beautiful stones and with gifts dedicated to God. But Jesus 
said, 6 “As for what you see here, the time will come when not one stone will be left on another; every one of them will be thrown down.”

7 “Teacher,” they asked, “when will these things happen? And what will be the sign that they are about to take place?”

8 He replied: “Watch out that you are not deceived. For many will come in my name, claiming, ‘I am he,’ and, ‘The time is near.’ Do not follow 
them. 9 When you hear of wars and uprisings, do not be frightened. These things must happen first, but the end will not come right away.”

10 Then he said to them: “Nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom. 11 There will be great earthquakes, famines and 
pestilences in various places, and fearful events and great signs from heaven.

12 “But before all this, they will seize you and persecute you. They will hand you over to synagogues and put you in prison, and you will be 
brought before kings and governors, and all on account of my name.13 And so you will bear testimony to me. 14 But make up your mind not 
to worry beforehand how you will defend yourselves. 15 For I will give you words and wisdom that none of your adversaries will be able to 
resist or contradict. 16 You will be betrayed even by parents, brothers and sisters, relatives and friends, and they will put some of you to death. 
17 Everyone will hate you because of me. 18 But not a hair of your head will perish.19 Stand firm, and you will win life.

Nov. 13, 2016  (Sunday) – Bishop Swanson will offer greetings from Mississippi Conference during the Rust College 150th Founders’ Cel-
ebration, 11:00 a.m.

Dec.  5-7, 2016  (Monday-Wednesday) – Bishop Swanson will attend Gammon Board of Trustees and Founders’ Day 
celebration. 

Dec. 11, 2016  (Sunday) – Bishop Swanson will preach the morning service at Forest UMC, Forest, Mississippi, Rev. 
Trey Harper is the pastor.  

word POWER

Bishop On the Move

** It's Not Too Late!**
For more information: 
http://bit.ly/2e5WEtH

INM Update!

For more information: 
www.mississippi-umc.org/INMeventideas

Africa 
University Tour

March 20-28, 2017

Contact Mississippi Conference District Offices

Living Out The POWER of We

with Bishop Swanson

http://bit.ly/2e5WEtH
http://www.mississippi-umc.org/INMeventideas
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Connecting

Post-election Healing Communion Service   
By Tamica Smith Jeuitt, Mississippi Conference Communications          

Photo right: Jimmy and Judy Norris of St. Marks UMC locked hands during the prayer. 
Picture by Tamica Smith Jeuitt, Mississippi Conference Communications.  

Photo below right:  Three lines of people receiving post-election day communion swiftly 
moved at the Mississippi State Capitol Building. Picture by Tamica Smith Jeuitt, Mississippi 
Conference Communications.

The Mississippi Conference Advocacy Committee led a post-election healing and commu-
nion service on the steps of the Mississippi State Capitol Building, downtown Jackson.  Ap-
proximately 70 people joined the committee to observe a sacred moment of healing centered 
around the Lord's table at noon, on Nov. 9.

In light of division across the country caused by a season of political unrest and anxiety, 
conference leaders thought the service was necessary. 

The Rev. David McCoy with the Mississippi Conference Office of Spiritual Leadership stated 
that people should talk. 

"I think it is better to bring those feeling to the surface.  If we face it, we can fix it. If we hide it, 
and act as though nothing is going on, then we have difficulty addressing the issues.  So this 
way we will be able to address the issue and give them to Jesus."

With ballots counted and winners declared, the committee reminds everyone to remain a 
society of one nation and to continue being members of the body of Christ.

"Bate every action and attitude we have in prayer and always seek God and remember who we are centered in," said the Rev. Kathy Price, 
chairperson for the Mississippi Conference Commission on Religion and Race.

The committee asked local United Methodist churches to serve communion later in the day during Wednesday evening church service or on 
Sunday, Nov. 13.  

The Mississippi Conference Advocacy Committee said the healing service was an extension of the conference's theme -- Living Out The 
POWER of We.

To view more pictures from the post-election healing communion, visit www.flickr.com/photos/119483421@N02/sets/72157674853812002. 

Methodist Ministers Respond  
to Greenville Church Burning             
By Tamica Smith Jeuitt, Communications Specialist, Mississippi Conference

The Rev. Johnny Davis of Revels Memorial United Methodist Church offers a message of 
forgiveness to whoever is responsible for burning and spraying the words "Vote Trump" 
on Hopewell Missionary Baptist Church (an African-American congregation) in Greenville, 
Mississippi. It happened Tuesday night on Nov. 1. Davis is the pastor of a primarily African-
American congregation. His church is about one mile from Hopewell.

"God will forgive you no matter what. We put our arms around the person. No hate. No 
animosity.

As Christians, we have got to keep on loving in spite of what's happened," he pleaded. 

Another United Methodist clergyman, Rev. Justin White, alerted Davis about the tragedy. 
White serves on the mayor's faith council in Greenville. He joined with city leaders and law 
enforcement for a press conference about the crime that made national news headlines. 
White shared the updates on Facebook and organized a community prayer vigil in downtown 
Greenville. Approximately 70 people attended.

"There seems to be so much that is trying to divide us. We need to be in solidarity on so 
many other things like, what it is that unites us, and that is the love of Christ. We need to 
claim that and shout it out very loudly," said White of First UMC Greenville, a predominantly 
Caucasian church.

Photos courtesy Angie Quezada, Delta Daily News.

http://www.flickr.com/photos/119483421@N02/sets/72157674853812002
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The Rev. Anjohnette Gibbs has lived in Greenville nearly 40 years. She preaches at two United Methodist churches -- Hales Chapel and 
Evans Chapel -- located about 45 minutes from Greenville. Both congregations are majority African-American. Gibbs said she had several 
phone calls from family and friends outside of Mississippi expressing their concerns.   However, she urged them, not to worry.

"I think the intent was to stir up something, but it had a reverse effect of what could have happened. The black community could have become 
angry and people up in arms with retaliations, but people are coming together in prayer, crossing racial lines and denominational lines. We are 
concerned about what can we do to help this church in a crisis that has lost its place of worship," she stated.

The Rev. Lauren Porter of Grace UMC (a predominantly Caucasian church) in Greenville spoke about the political and racial overtones of the 
vandalism. Still, he remained optimistic that Hopewell and the community will prevail.

"I know from my time in this area and watching the response of pastors and the Christian community, I have no doubt that we will all be sur-
rounding Hopewell with prayers and help them find a place for worship in the coming Sunday's, but also to help them rebuild over time," said 
Porter.

MS Conference Present for Extended Cabinet Summit            
Photo right: Members of the Mississippi Conference Extended Cabinet posed during a 
summit for United Methodist leaders in Jacksonville, Florida. Photo courtesy of Rev. Tim 
Thompson.

More than 750 United Methodist leaders gathered for the United Methodist Council of Bish-
ops' Extended Cabinet Summit, Nov. 2-4. It was in Jacksonville, Florida.   Members of the 
Mississippi Conference Extended Cabinet attended. The summit focused on vital congrega-
tions. A comment about the event from Rev. Embra Jackson, Dean of the Mississippi Confer-
ence Cabinet was in the United Methodist News Service Daily Digest. He stated, "If we hold 
steadfast and pray together, God will lead us to the future and good things will happen."

To read the full story by Kathy Gilbert, a reporter for United Methodist News Service, visit  
www.umc.org/news-and-media/church-leaders-challenged-to-lead-with-courage. 

Mississippi UM Clergy to Serve at Boy Scouts Jamboree
Mississippi United Methodist Men Facebook

The United Methodist Men of Mississippi announced that three Mississippi Conference 
chaplains would serve at the 2017 National Boy Scout Jamboree, July 19-28 at the Summit 
Bechtel Reserve in Jean, West Virginia. Rev. Kevin Kosh, Jr., from Holly Springs, Rev. "Doo-
gie" Roller, from Richton, and Rev. Tanya Edwards-Evans, from Pascagoula, will represent 
the Mississippi Conference.

The Commission on United Methodist Men is responsible for promoting the use of scout-
ing ministries and civic youth-serving agencies across the denomination. In 2012, roughly 
6,700 United Methodist Church congregations were involved in the Boy Scouts of America 
program. For more information about the National Boy Scout Jamboree, visit  
www.summitbsa.org/events/jamboree/overview/.

Photo taken by Mike DuBose, 
United Methodist News Service.

Faith Communities

'Smashing' Good Time at Fall Festival
By Gwen Sisson, Starkville District Communications 

Photo right: Elizabeth Swartz and the Rev. Raigan Miskelly of Columbus First UMC let 
out their frustrations against the deadly malaria disease by smashing an old car to raise 
money. Photo submitted to 'The Circuit Rider.'

In just two hours last Sunday, Columbus residents got out a little frustration while helping 
raise money for a good cause.    

Elizabeth Swartz of First UMC Columbus said at the Annual Fall Festival, held Sunday, 
Oct. 30, enough money was raised in two hours to buy 16 mosquito nets for the Imagine 
No Malaria campaign.

The "Smash Malaria" car was covered with pictures of mosquitoes. Participants were 
charged $1 for three "smashes" at the car. All proceeds will go to the No More Malaria Campaign. They also distributed Imagine No 
Malaria offering boxes, information sheets and return labels for the offering.  

http://www.umc.org/news-and-media/church-leaders-challenged-to-lead-with-courage
http://www.summitbsa.org/events/jamboree/overview/
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Each mosquito net costs $10 and can save one life, as part of the No More Malaria Campaign. Mississippi Bishop James Swanson has 
set a goal for the Mississippi Conference Mission Focus to provide 100,000 mosquito nets for Imagine No Malaria by the 2017 annual 
conference.   

Research says that in Sub-Saharan Africa, malaria continues to kill a child every two minutes. The campaign says, "by improving the 
ways people fight the disease using bed nets, providing access to diagnostic tests and medicine, draining standing water and improving 
sanitation, Imagine No Malaria has already helped reduce malaria deaths by more than half. Imagine No Malaria combines integrated 
health infrastructure, education, and advocacy to address death and the debilitating effects of malaria in sub-Saharan Africa."   

For more information or resources, go to www.imaginenomalaria.org.

Administry

Stewardship and Vital Worship  
Submitted to The Circuit Rider       

Photo right: A few of the smiling Barlow UMC members following a successful fund-
raiser to meet mission share goals. Photo courtesy Barlow UMC. 

Determined to be 100 percent on mission shares this year, the Barlow United Methodist 
Church got creative with a Gospel Extravaganza fundraiser. The stewardship committee 
met in September to discuss ways they could fund their mission shares for 2016. The 
committee settled on having a musical event that would include a king and queen drive, 
a raffle, birthday donations, and music. 

The children, youth, and adults all worked together to sponsor the Gospel Extravaganza 
that successfully combined stewardship and vital worship to raise money for the 2016 
apportionment budget. Churches throughout the area came with their choirs, soloists, 
and praise dancers for a time of fellowship, prayer, and praise! Even the very youngest members of the congregation dressed in their 
orange t-shirts in support of the Fall festivities. Needless to say, the church reached its mission shares goal.

Barlow is under the leadership of the Rev. Dr. Detra Bishop. 

Students

Conference Students Thankful for UM Scholarships  
United Methodist Student Day Special Offering, Nov. 27
By Tamica Smith Jeuitt, Communications Specialist, Mississippi Conference     

Photo right: Chelsey Overstreet of the Mississippi Conference received multiple scholarships from 
The United Methodist Church General Board of Higher Education and Ministry. Photo courtesy 
Chelsey Overstreet.  

Twenty-nine students from the Mississippi Conference received United Methodist scholarships in 2016 
through the General Board of Higher Education and Ministry (GBHEM). As the denomination prepares 
for the annual United Methodist Student Day, church-wide offering, a couple of the Mississippi award-
ees share their gratitude for scholarships.

Chelsey Overstreet is a seven-time recipient of scholarships provided by the church. Her gift amounts 
range from $1,000 to $1,500. Overstreet grew up attending Oxford-University UMC in Oxford, Mis-
sissippi. At a young age, she was active in many areas of the church and credits her church family 
for identifying her leadership abilities.   A graduate of Millsaps College, Overstreet currently studies 
to earn a Master of Divinity from Vanderbilt Divinity School in Nashville, Tennessee.   She is also an 
intern at the Crievewood United Methodist Church in Nashville. She said it is humbling to know that 
there are people in the church that support students.  

"These recent years in graduate school have probably been the most financially difficult. So, I have been grateful and have relied on 
scholarships to make ends meet. Books expenses, transportation expenses, rent and everything that a person needs to live as a stu-
dent, the scholarships have helped make ends meet," she said.

Michael Lindsay has been a member of Starkville First UMC in Starkville, Mississippi since birth. He said faithful prayers of his family 
and church friends helped develop him. Like Overstreet, Lindsay is overwhelmed by the generosity of givers. All the scholarships he 
obtained paid for his tuition at Asbury Theological Seminary in Wilmore, Kentucky where he plans to earn a Master of Divinity. Currently, 
he is on a one-year sabbatical from seminary to be a resident member of The Community of St. Anselm, based in London, England.  

http://www.imaginenomalaria.org
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This past September, he and 13 others joined the Archbishop of Canterbury in his residence at Lambeth Palace to spend 10 months in 
a monastic style community.

Lindsay said those donating, may never know the impact their generosity has on students who receive it.

"The stress and anxiety that financial burdens lay on people's hearts, can sometimes become too much to handle, but your selflessness 
and generosity has alleviated many heavy hearts from the pain of wondering, 'How in the world will an education be possible without 
drowning in debt?' To people considering giving, be the answer to someone's prayer," Lindsay pleaded.

The Rev. Dr. Larry Hilliard, Director of Spiritual Leadership for the Mississippi Conference, gave words of praise for United Methodist 
working together for students.  

"These scholarship recipients are very deserving and make me proud to be a United Methodist from Mississippi.  The scholarships are 
awarded by the General Board of Higher Education and Campus ministries. That shows how the connection of The United Methodist 
Church is alive, well and serving our people.  I am thankful for those who give of their monies to fund these scholarships for they see 
the value in our future."  

United Methodist Student Day is Sunday, Nov. 27, 2016. For more information and promotional resources, go to  
www.umcgiving.org/resource-articles/united-methodist-student-day-pastors-leaders-kit.

To read all the names Mississippi GBHEM scholarship recipients, go to http://bit.ly/2foBVzZ.

Children Lead Huge Malaria Campaign  
Tupelo First UMC Raises Almost $12,000
By Charity Gordon, Mississippi Conference Field Coordinator, Imagine No Malaria      

Photo right: A young person, far left in the second row, holds up a jumbo check 
written for nearly $12,000 for the Imagine No Malaria campaign. Photo submitted 
to 'The Circuit Rider.'

The children led the way in raising almost $12,000 for Imagine No Malaria at First 
United Methodist Church in Tupelo.

During a two-month giving campaign, the church that averages 550 worshippers 
each Sunday raised over $11,600, or as the Rev. Fred Britton, senior pastor, likes 
to translate it to, over 1,160 nets.

And since each net can protect up to four people, Britton likes to continue the 
math and to stress that the offering will protect up to 4,640 people from the pre-
ventable and treatable disease of malaria.

Two of the church's children set up lemonade stands in their neighborhoods to 
raise money for Imagine No Malaria (INM), this year's Mississippi Conference mis-
sions focus.

On the first Sunday of August, the congregation's "Promotion Sunday," Britton and 
children's director, Kristen Partin, displayed hundreds of INM red offering boxes, 
enough for each family to take one home.

One second-grader, after hearing a lesson in Sunday school about how malaria 
endangers lives of children ages 5 and under in sub-Saharan Africa, told his 
mother and grandmother before he even got home, "I want all my allowances to 
go into the red box for Imagine No Malaria."

One third-grader, whose mother is a public school teacher, took her red INM offer-
ing box to school with her and went classroom to classroom to raise money.

Partin, who has served at the Tupelo church for nine years, said they never suggested how the children could raise money for INM. "We 
never put ideas out there," she said. "This came out of their sweet, wonderful, giving hearts."

During the two-month campaign, Partin said the church leaders kept Imagine No Malaria before their people in the church newsletter, 
on Facebook and Twitter and in Sunday morning announcements. In addition, during September, Jarie Thompson, the church librarian, 
went to each children's Sunday school class and read "Little Things Make Big Differences: A Story about Malaria" by John Nunes, pub-
lished by Concordia for the Lutheran World Relief. Also, a doctor in the congregation spoke to their fifth- and sixth-graders about INM 
and what he has seen in his career and on mission trips.

Partin even gave object lessons on how the disease of malaria destroys a body's red blood cells in a very impactful way. She "injected" 
disease -- in this case, a packet of baking soda -- into a "red blood cell" made of a tightly sealed sandwich bag containing vinegar and 
red food coloring. The result, of course, was the blood cell burst.

http://www.umcgiving.org/resource-articles/united-methodist-student-day-pastors-leaders-kit
http://bit.ly/2foBVzZ
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"We never forgot what we were doing," Partin said. "We had boxes everywhere; we kept it in everyone's thoughts."

Tupelo First United Methodist Church is a large church with membership around 1,600 people; however, they also do numerous mis-
sions projects throughout the year. Imagine No Malaria is just one of many causes the congregation supports.

"What I have personally witnessed," Partin said, "through all the missions giving, is our people are generous. Never once did I ever hear 
anyone complain, 'Here's another missions fundraiser.' People gave freely and abundantly, and it was humbling."

On the first Sunday of October, World Communion Sunday, the church's children made the announcement during all three services of 
how much the congregation raised for INM.

"Our sixth-graders held up the presentation check," Partin said. "It was awesome. It was important that this came from the children 
since it's saving the lives of children."

This church is in the Tupelo District, where Superintendent Dr. Jimmy Barnes has challenged the district's churches to provide 10,000 
mosquito nets between now and the annual conference session in June 2017.  For more information about how to support INM and 
save lives, please contact Charity Gordon at inm@mississippi-umc.org or 662-825-0949. Charity would love to visit your faith commu-
nity, small group, or church event and explain how you can also participate in the 2016-2017 Mississippi Conference Mission Focus, 
Imagine No Malaria [https://www.facebook.com/ImagineNoMalaria/].

Meet Miss and Mister JSU Wesley  
Submitted by Rev. Maxine Bolden, Director at Jackson State University Wesley Foundation     

Photo right: Meet the 2016 Mr. and Miss Wesley at Jackson State University. Photo courtesy of JSU 
Wesley Foundation. 

The 2016 Mr. and Miss Wesley for Jackson State University are Stephen Diew and Brittany Privitt. 
They represented the Jackson State Wesley Foundation in the 2016 Homecoming Coronation on 
Thursday, October 27. The pair will also represent JSU Wesley at other events as those opportuni-
ties arise. Mr. Wesley and Miss Wesley were chosen based on their service to the organization and 
by consensus of the members. 

Brittany Privitt, Miss Wesley, is a senior biology/pre-veterinary medicine major. She is originally from 
New Orleans but relocated to Hazlehurst after Hurricane Katrina.   She faithfully serves JSU Wesley 
since becoming a member over two years ago. From selling cupcakes and baked good to pre-selling 
hot BBQ plates, Privitt is a stalwart member of the Wesley team.

Stephen Diew, Mr. Wesley, is a senior biology major from Yazoo City, Mississippi. He plans to be-
come a doctor. Diew has been active with JSU Wesley since his freshman year. He currently serves 
as business manager and has worked diligently to promote Wesley on campus. Additionally, he al-
ways shows up in the Wesley office to help with events on campus, setting up, manning tables, and 
encouraging others to get involved. He has also been a part of Wesley's praise team. 

While serving in this role is a crowning event, by no means does it represent just a single moment. For these two, Wesley is a way of 
life!

Seashore District Office Hosts Wesley Foundation Students  
By Seashore District News

The Mississippi Conference's Seashore District Office treated students at the 
Wesley Foundation, located on the Jeff Davis Campus of Mississippi Gulf Coast 
Community College. The district team served the students pizza, chips, and 
brownies at their weekly gathering on Oct. 4. 

District Superintendent, Rev. Jim Fisher, engaged the group with a discussion 
from Timothy about setting examples and impacting the lives of others during the 
"5-Minute Devotion."

Photo courtesy of Seashore District News.

mailto:inm@mississippi-umc.org
https://www.facebook.com/ImagineNoMalaria/]
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Announcement
Student Cohort - Deadline Extended to Monday, Nov. 21
This student cohort has been developed collaboratively by the Mississippi United Methodist Annual Conference and Ministry Architects 
and designed to equip today's leaders from different church sizes, cultures, and locations to grow and serve their various communities 
as lifelong disciples comfortable with questions and doubts.

This two-year commitment will launch with a limit of 22 high school students. Visit www.mississippi-umc.org/studentcohort for more 
information and the application. Successful applicants will be notified by Thursday, Dec. 1, 2016.

Camp Lake Stephens, Youth Spiritual Life Retreat
Nov. 11-13, 2016
The annual Youth Spiritual Life Retreat is a chance for youth in grades 7-12 to come and encounter God in a beautiful camp setting.  
While in the midst of God's creation, youth will have the opportunity to attend worship sessions led by gifted speakers and musicians, 
participate in small groups, and play and fellowship with one another.  Leading worship sessions for the weekend will be Trey Skaggs, 
along with Eddie Willis and the Narrow Path Band.  

For additional information, please contact Chap Fenwick at chap@camplakestephens.com. 

UMC #GivingTuesday
Nov. 29, 2016
Plans are underway for the 2016 United Methodist Church #GivingTuesday celebration! Last year, nearly 6,000 donors from 27 coun-
tries donated $2.8 million through The Advance to support mission and ministries around the world. Thank you for your faithful giving.

On Nov. 29, join with other United Methodists around the world to change more lives. You are sure to find a project that fits your passion 
and desire to make a difference. For more information, go to http://bit.ly/1vhz8fJ.

Baker's Chapel Live Nativity
Dec. 10-11, 2016
Baker's Chapel UMC will have a live nativity on Dec. 10-11, 2016 at the church from 6 p.m. to 9 p.m. The church is at 1965 Johnston 
Road in Hernando, Mississippi. Admission is free.

Camp Lake Stephens, Overflow
Jan. 14-16, 2017
Traditionally taking place over New Year's, Overflow has become a Camp Lake Stephens constant for now over 30 years!  Now for the 
first time, Overflow will take place during the Martin Luther King., Jr. weekend. Youth in grades 7-12 either individually or with their youth 
groups are invited to attend. Leading our worship sessions for the weekend will be Russ Polsgrove, along with Matt King and Austin 
Black.  Additionally, we are excited to announce the return of Big Al to the Camp Lake Stephens stage. For additional information, 
please contact Chap Fenwick at chap@camplakestephens.com.

Rest and Relax
Jan. 13-14, 2017
Save the date, Jan. 13 -14, 2017 for the event Relax and Rest - God Has Showered You With Blessings. This is a retreat for pastors 
and others seeking rest. For more information contact the Jubilee Center, a ministry of Heritage UMC in D'Iberville, Mississippi,  
jubileecenterdiberville@gmail.com.

Camp Lake Stephens, Confirmation Retreat 2017
Jan. 27-29, 2017
Confirmation retreat is designed to complement the confirmation program offered through your local church for students in grades 6-8.  
This retreat is a wonderful opportunity for confirmands throughout the Mississippi Conference to be in community and learn together 
what it means to be a Christian in the United Methodist tradition. For more information, call 662-234-3350.

The Gathering 2017
Feb. 24-26
The vision behind The Gathering is to create a high energy weekend conference for students to gather from all over Mississippi to cel-
ebrate the Lord and Savior. Organizers are committed to create a weekend event that is first-class quality with the best worship teams 
and communicators. Go to www.mississippi-umc.org/thegathering for early bird registration and more.

Save the Date  |  Announcements

http://www.mississippi-umc.org/studentcohort
mailto:chap@camplakestephens.com
http://bit.ly/1vhz8fJ
mailto:chap@camplakestephens.com
mailto:jubileecenterdiberville@gmail.com
http://www.mississippi-umc.org/thegathering
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Lay Servant School Sponsored by Desoto Cluster
Feb. 25, 2017
The Desoto Cluster is hosting lay servant school at Hernando UMC on Saturday, Feb. 25, 2017. A barbecue lunch plate will be provided 
for $5.   Brochures with registration forms will be available later. 

View instructors here: http://files.constantcontact.com/c6cffd0c001/71a610e8-11b8-425e-a694-a92584fcb01b.pdf. 

UMC Events
Visit www.umc.org/news-and-media/looking-ahead-upcoming-events to see more educational opportunities and other upcoming 
events in the life of The United Methodist Church.  

Pecan Logs

In a bowl, combine sugar, crème, and vanilla; knead until smooth (mixture will  
be dry). Shape into six 4 ½ x 1 ¼ -inch logs. Chill overnight. In the top of a double  
boiler, over boiling water, cook and stir caramels and water until smooth. Dip  
logs into caramel; roll in pecans. Chill for two hours. Cut into 1/13 inch slices.  
Yield: Approximately 6 ½ dozen.                                 

 — By Gina Clement, from "Loaves and Fishes, A Collection of Favorites," St. Paul UMC, Ocean Springs, Mississippi  

Methodist Tested Recipes

3 c. confectioners' sugar
1 (7 oz.) jar marshmallow crème
1 tsp. vanilla extract

1 (14 oz.) bag caramels
3 T. water
1 ½ c. chopped pecans

As a courtesy to the Mississippi Annual Conference, job announcements from across the United Methodist connection are featured in 
The Circuit Rider. To submit an employment notice, send an email to news@mississipppi-umc.org.  Postings are not guaranteed 
to appear more than once in Mississippi Conference publications. To read a description of job opening(s) listed below as well as 
other listings, go to www.mississippi-umc.org/employmentopportunities.

• Organist at First UMC, Brandon, MS
• Director of Youth Ministries at St. Luke UMC, Pensacola District of the Alabama-West Florida Conference
• Full-time Director of Student Ministries at St. Luke UMC, Enterprise, AL
• Director of Connectional Ministries, Tennessee Conference of The UMC
• Executive Director at Camp Istrouma, Greenwell Springs, Louisiana UMC Conference

Employment 

Stay Connected
• Facebook: www.facebook.com/pages/The-Mississippi-United-Methodist-Conference/436491529732524
• Twitter: https://twitter.com/Mississippi_UMC
• You Tube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCSRtxv_Kix8IbYuHKRMLIjg
• Flickr: www.flickr.com/photos/119483421@N02/

Stay Connected with ConnecTText
Mississippi United Methodists with the ability to receive text messaging via phone are encouraged to sign up for ConnecTText. 
The service is another option for people to stay informed about important dates and other conference happenings.

To sign up for ConnecTText:
1. Remember, you must have the ability to get text messages on your phone. 
2. From your mobile phone, text the letters ‘MSUMC’ to the number 95577 and press send.
3. Wait a few seconds for a confirmation text and you’re connected!

Mississippi Conference’s Mobile App—MY MSUMC 
MY MSUMC—the Mississippi Conference of The United Methodist Church’s official mobile app—is available at no cost on all iPhone, 
Android, Galaxy and Blackberry phones and their corresponding pads and tablets. MY MSUMC allows easy access to the latest confer-
ence events, local UM news and The Circuit Rider. The MY MSUMC app presents users with a unique opportunity to interact with the 
conference by submitting prayer requests, recording audio of personal testimonies and posting comments via facebook and twitter. 
Plus, the ‘Our Districts’ feature shows a comprehensive list of district contact information and even directions from the user’s current 
location—all from a mobile smart phone or tablet device.

http://files.constantcontact.com/c6cffd0c001/71a610e8-11b8-425e-a694-a92584fcb01b.pdf
http://www.umc.org/news-and-media/looking-ahead-upcoming-events
mailto:news@mississipppi-umc.org
http://www.mississippi-umc.org/employmentopportunities
http://www.facebook.com/pages/The-Mississippi-United-Methodist-Conference/436491529732524
https://twitter.com/Mississippi_UMC
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCSRtxv_Kix8IbYuHKRMLIjg
http://www.flickr.com/photos/119483421@N02/

