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Learn how The POWER of We fuels our beliefs.  

A collection of stories that model each of The Mississippi Conference Core Values (tabs shown at 
left); love, generosity, justice and apprenticeship can be found at the links listed below.

LOVE:  Visit www.mississippi-umc.org/love

GENEROSITY: Visit www.mississippi-umc.org/generosity

JUSTICE: Visit www.mississippi-umc.org/justice

APPRENTICESHIP: Visit www.mississippi-umc.org/apprenticeship

Your  Connec t ion  to The Miss iss ipp i  Annua l  Conference

The Circuit Rider
Wednesday  |  November 26, 2014

Welcome to The Hour

Our Values

LOVE

GENEROSITY

JUSTICE

APPRENTICESHIP

T h e  P O W E R  o f  W e

Fans of the United Methodist television and radio program, The 
Hour, now have a location to visit that is associated with the show 
and meet those appearing on The Hour weekly. See story on 
page 3 to read the full report on how the ministry is expanding.

Purpose: The Mississippi Annual Conference— 
empowered by love, generosity, justice and apprenticeship—forms 

spiritual leaders, faith communities and connections so more  
disciples of Jesus Christ transform the world.

The mission of the Mississippi 
Annual Conference is to make 
disciples of Jesus Christ for the 
transformation of the world.

2014 Annual   
Conference Session 
Review
Visit the links below to view or 
download the following:

• 2014-2015 Mississippi Con-
ference Appointments: www.
mississippi-umc.org/20142015
msconferenceappointments

• Special Annual Conference 
Edition of The Circuit Rider: 
www.mississippi-umc.org/2014
annualconferencespecialeditio
nofthecircuitrider

Share Your News in  
The Circuit Rider
For submission guidelines, visit 
www.mississippi-umc.org/
shareyournewsinthecircuit-
rider.

Stop Hunger Now -
Track the Goal!
Visit www.facebook.com/
msacshngoal to keep track of 
the Mississippi Conference’s 
2014 goal of one million meals 
packed for Stop Hunger Now.
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Mark 13:24-37
New International Version (NIV)
24 “But in those days, following that distress, “‘the sun will be darkened, and the moon will not give its light;

25 the stars will fall from the sky, and the heavenly bodies will be shaken.’

26 “At that time people will see the Son of Man coming in clouds with great power and glory. 27 And he will send his angels and gather 
his elect from the four winds, from the ends of the earth to the ends of the heavens.

28 “Now learn this lesson from the fig tree: As soon as its twigs get tender and its leaves come out, you know that summer is near. 29 
Even so, when you see these things happening, you know that it is near, right at the door. 30 Truly I tell you, this generation will cer-
tainly not pass away until all these things have happened. 31 Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will never pass away.

The Day and Hour Unknown

32 “But about that day or hour no one knows, not even the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. 33 Be on guard! Be alert! 
You do not know when that time will come. 34 It’s like a man going away: He leaves his house and puts his servants in charge, each 
with their assigned task, and tells the one at the door to keep watch.

35 “Therefore keep watch because you do not know when the owner of the house will come back—whether in the evening, or at mid-
night, or when the rooster crows, or at dawn. 36 If he comes suddenly, do not let him find you sleeping. 37 What I say to you, I say to 
everyone: ‘Watch!’”

word POWER

Bishop’s Journal
Dear Mississippi Annual Conference, 

Delphine and I extend our warmest wishes that this Thanksgiving celebration will 
bring you and yours joy! 

Please go to https://vimeo.com/112664277 to view a message that we recorded 
just for you. 

Remember, as you make plans to be with family and friends, be an expression of 
our Lord by asking someone to your dinner table.

Blessings,
Bishop James E. Swanson, Sr.

Bishop On the Move
Mark your calendars to attend events where Bishop James 
E. Swanson Sr. will be visiting in the upcoming days.

• December 3, 2014 (Wednesday) 
   Bishop Swanson will be preaching at Mendenhall United Methodist Church in Mendenhall at 6:00 p.m.

• December 7, 2014 (Sunday) 
  Bellwether United Methodist Church in Jackson will be celebrating their first anniversary in their present  
  location during their 10:30 a.m. worship service and Bishop Swanson will be the guest speaker.

• January 5-8, 2015 (Monday - Thursday) 
  The Southeastern Jurisdiction College of Bishops will be held in Charleston, South Carolina and Bishop  
  Swanson will be in attendance.
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The Hour Gallery and Gifts Open for Business 
By Alexa Jenkins, Copy Editor The Mississippi Collegian 

The following article appears with permission of The Mississippi Colle-
gian.

Photo right: Affordable print t-shirts, wood crosses and Christian books can be 
purchased at The Hour. Photo courtesy of The Hour.   

Photo below, right: The host of The Hour, Rev. Steve Casteel cut the ribbon 
during the official opening of The Hour Gallery and Gifts in Clinton. Photo cour-
tesy of Robbie Followell. 

A new store has opened its doors at 306 Jefferson Street between James & 
Leigh and Pentimento’s called The Hour Gallery & Gifts. This book and gift 
shop is named after The United Methodist Hour TV and radio program and one 
of the many goals of the store is to build relationships with the viewers of the 
TV program and the community.  

The store is run primarily by Anthony Thaxton, a Mississippi College alumnus, 
who produces The United Methodist Hour television program. He studied art education at MC, and he taught courses there and in the 
Clinton Public Schools before going to work full-time with The Hour. Thaxton says he loves MC, and he attributes the direction of his 
career and his life as a whole to his time at MC.  

Thaxton works closely with Steve Casteel, the pastor of First United Methodist 
Church of Clinton, who hosts the television program. The two of them, along 
with Keith Tonkel, who has hosted a segment for 38 years, and LaToya Redd, 
film and produce the 30-minute show weekly. The United Methodist Hour, 
which began as a radio ministry over 40 years ago, now airs on television in 
18 cities, including Memphis, Tennessee, and Pittsburg, Pennsylvania, and 15 
cities in Mississippi. The program has a dedicated viewership, and it is shown 
in nursing homes, hospitals, and prisons across the state.  

Thaxton says the idea behind opening a store was to give viewers access 
to a location associated with the program. In the eight years since he began 
producing the show, the majority of segments were filmed in a studio located 
in Thaxton’s garage. The storefront, he explains, provides a place to build 
relationships, as well as an accessible location for recording. Almost as soon as the store was open one viewer drove from Vicksburg 
to Clinton to visit the store and meet the people who she watches on television each week. This is an example of another goal Thaxton 
has for the store. He says they want to “be good for the city,” and bring people to Clinton who may not have come otherwise. Thaxton 
recognizes the good coming out of MC and the good things happening on the Brick Streets, and he hopes to not only be a part of those 
things, but also draw more people into the area to participate in and recognize things that are going on in Clinton.

The Hour is a welcoming shop, and it offers a variety of gifts and books available for purchase. Books written by Thaxton and Casteel, 
as well as other authors, are available for sale. Proceeds from the sale of items including pottery, t-shirts, and stationery are returned 
to Made by Grace and Hard Places ministries, among others. The store also functions as a gallery for Thaxton, as well as other local 
artists. The proceeds from Thaxton’s art are also immediately returned to the operation of the store. In addition to his books for sale, 
Casteel also has a stand of $2 “Once-Read Comic Books,” and local musicians such as the Tom Edwards band have albums available 
for purchase. The variety of gifts, books, and artwork available in the shop means that there is something for everyone, especially as 
Christmas shopping season approaches.

Thaxton and Casteel are looking forward to working with MC and Main Street Clinton in the months and years to come, building rela-
tionships and telling the stories they find. Thaxton sums up their purpose: “We try to take the gifts God has given us and use them to 
provide hope and encouragement to others.”

The Hour Gallery & Gifts is open Tuesday-Friday, 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. and on Saturday from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. The United 
Methodist Hour airs in Jackson on Sundays at 7:00 a.m. on WDBD (FOX) Channel 6 and at 8:00 a.m. on WLOO Channel 11, and more 
information is available at thehour.org.

Connecting
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Effectiveness and Oneness Topic of VCC 
By Rev. Dr. Connie Shelton, Director of Connectional Ministries and Communications        

Photo right: Belinda Harvey of Mount Pleasant UMC in Gulfport (standing) offered a devotion using 
Lifesavers as an illustration.

The Mississippi Annual Conference — empowered by love, generosity, justice and appren-
ticeship — forms spiritual leaders, faith communities and connections so more disciples of 
Jesus Christ transform the world.

Vital Congregations Committee,the newly formed discernment body, met recently reflecting on the 
effectiveness and oneness of Mississippi Annual conference churches, ministries and committees. 
The role of the Vital Congregations Committee is to recommend future direction and/or improvement 
for the annual conference, review charge conference data from local churches and reflect on local 
church’s goals and focus for 2015.  

The committee also engaged how the annual conference is funded in a discussion with David Stotts, 
conference treasurer, director of finance and administration and conference benefits officer. A round table with several district superin-
tendents heightened awareness of the changing role of the superintendent to chief missional strategist. The committee is convened by 
the director of connectional ministries, the Rev. Dr. Connie Shelton and is resourced by Bishop James E. Swanson, Sr. and conference 
lay leader, Timothy Crisler.  

All nine vital congregations were present for the recent third meeting of this discernment body. The nine vital congregations are divided 
into three rotating classes (two, three, and four year).

The committee seeks to keep the conference focused on long-term, big picture items like living into the conference purpose (includ-
ing the Core Values). This body is a departure from the former Connectional Leadership Team and other governing structures in that it 
seeks to represent the needs and interests of the local church in a wide diversity of ministry contexts rather than conference roles. 

Millsaps College Hosts Faces of Grace Exhibit
By Nell Floyd, Millsaps College Publications Manager

Photo right: Chris Donald, chaplain at Millsaps College, looks at the Faces of 
Grace exhibit that was on display on campus.

Faces of Grace, a photo exhibit highlighting the work of Grace Place, a ministry 
at Galloway Memorial United Methodist Church for men and women who call 
the streets of Jackson home, has been on display at Fitzhugh Chapel on cam-
pus.

Photos taken by Mark Wall and fellow members of Galloway UMC are of clients 
of Grace Place. The Rev. Chris Donald, chaplain at Millsaps, collaborated with 
Wall to bring the exhibit to Fitzhugh Chapel.

“It is a fitting location for the exhibit,” Donald said, “because many Millsaps 
students involved in programs such as Challenge, Wellspring, Faith & Work, 
departmental internships, and 1 Campus 1 Community participate in the Grace 
Place ministry.” 

“Students who work at Grace Place gain a different, grassroots perspective on the things-liberation theology, public policy, poverty 
studies-they are learning at Millsaps,” Donald said. “They also bring the critical thinking skills they develop at the college to bear on 
some of our city’s pressing social issues such as food security, affordable housing, and access to health care. In that process, students 
discover ways to put their knowledge to work in practical ways.” 

“Students also get a feel for careers that will be meaningful to them and beneficial from the time they spend at Grace Place,” he said.

 Kelsey Hall, a 2014 Millsaps graduate, heard the call to ministry through her work at Grace Place, and is pursuing master’s degrees in 
divinity and social work at Emory University.

“I decided early on I wanted to attend seminary and Grace Place solidified what I want to do,” Hall said. “I first started going to Grace 
Place during my sophomore year when I was in the Faith & Work program. I absolutely loved it. Every semester after that I tried to set 
my class schedule, so I could go there two mornings a week. During my senior year, I went there almost every day.”

Hall expects to work in the social work field perhaps at a church after graduation from Emory in 2018.

Wall said he hopes the photos will help viewers see the homeless as the individuals that they are. He hopes to produce a book that will 
generate funds to support Grace Place and become a “permanent record of those among us who wander but are not alone.”
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Faith Communities

Starkville District Launches TEAM HOPE
By Gwen Sisson, Starkville District Communicator

Photo right: Team HOPE members released their first group photo 
with Starkville District superintendent Rev. Dr. Embra Jackson (far back 
center with tie).      

One-third of Jesus’ earthly ministry dealt with health and wellness, the 
holistic healing of mind, body, spirit, relationships, etc.

With a biblical mandate to follow Christ, healthcare has always been a 
major emphasis in missions worldwide. And while missionaries around 
the world deal with health crisis, few churches are working to deal with 
the health crisis in the United States.

The United Methodist Church is working to change that on a state and local level. Starkville District superintendent, Rev. Dr. Embra 
Jackson said health and wellness has always played an important role, but is now developing into a major emphasis with the creation of 
the new TEAM HOPE, a healthcare advocacy team designed to promote health and wellness within the eight counties comprising the 
Starkville District.

Retired nurse, Carolyn Jackson, and a team of trained health coordinators are developing this ministry following the Transforming Com-
munities Though Health Care Ministry Training held in October by the Mississippi Conference of The United Methodist Church and the 
United Methodist General Board of Church and Society.

The first meeting of TEAM HOPE was held November 7 at First United Methodist Church of Columbus.

This exhibit is the first of many art exhibits or events based in the chapel, where art enables reflection on spiritual truths about human 
experience. The next installation, scheduled from December 1-6, will feature panels from the AIDS Memorial Quilt.

Cokesbury Will Donate Part of Sales December 2  
United Methodist News Service (UMNS)

The United Methodist Publishing House’s Cokesbury.com, will donate 10 percent of all its website sales on December 2, #GivingTues-
day, to charity. Specifically, the website’s contributions will benefit the Christmas Room at Red Bird Mission, a ministry and services 
provider in Appalachia, and the Ebola response of the United Methodist Committee on Relief. Go to www.cokesbury.com/forms/Dy-
namicContent.aspx to read more details.   

The Black Church and HIV  
By Rev. Fitzgerald Lovett – Co-chair, Mississippi Black Methodists for Church Renewal

Photo right: In the picture from left to right seated are D. Harper, Iris Brent, Sandra 
Coleman; standing from left to right are Rev. K. Sims, Rev. P. Phillips, Rev. S. Willis, 
Rev. J. Terrells, Rev. L. F. Lovett and Rev. D. Benson.

Several members of the Mississippi Black Methodists for Church Renewal (BMCR) 
attended training conducted by the National Association for the Advancement of 
Colored People (NAACP). The training was entitled, “The Black Church and HIV: 
The Social Justice Imperative.” Pastors and faith leaders were invited to this event 
because the NAACP understands the role of the church in the Black community. 
Leaders were encouraged to partner with the NAACP to increase dialogue, educate 
and become proactive in the fight to stop HIV. The NAACP shared that Black males 
are 14 percent of the U.S. population; however, they are 44 percent of those newly 
infected with HIV (CDC 2012). While Black females are only 12 percent of the population, they account for 64 percent of the new HIV 
infections.

There are some questions that need to be asked. Why are Black Americans disproportionately represented? One must also ask why 
Blacks die sooner than their infected White counterparts. The third question is who or what is responsible for this epidemic in our com-
munity? The Black church can make a difference if they get involved. BMCR and the NAACP extend an open invitation to anyone who 
wants to join them in fighting HIV.

For more information, contact Rev. Fitzgerald Lovett at revlovett@hotmail.com.  
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Lee Burdine, his company, Lifebux and many local churches are assisting in the creation of health kiosks, health screenings, health 
fairs, etc.

Burdine said the health team model allows for churches and community groups to work together and share resources on health dispari-
ties in the local communities that churches serve.

“This team model also allows for health programming that our smallest congregation to our largest congregation can engage their mem-
bership in a needed serving area,” Burdine said.

Sandra Brown of First United Methodist Church of Columbus and one of the organizers for TEAM HOPE said the November 7 meet-
ing was “dynamically empowering” and “that the Lord continues to bring and bind together many people, from our district churches, our 
communities and our conference, all offering many diverse and unique gifts and graces in working passionately, together in this great 
Cluster Health Care Advocacy ministry and mission, seeking to help those in need, in being the Church together.”

Initial plans for TEAM HOPE include healthcare advocacy training through the Mississippi Conference, hosting a health fair for churches 
and communities within the district, working within cities against the injustice of crime and its accompanying issues and working with the 
elderly and their families to facilitate community awareness as to what resources are available in later life transition. “The Spirit contin-
ues to bring new life to our team and vision daily,” Brown said.

“It is our prayer that as God continues to lead those interested; blessings will continue to abound for our churches, communities and the 
larger Church, as we join together as one body for the kingdom of God and His healing purposes...It has been amazing to watch the fire 
of the Spirit move through The POWER of We.”

For more information about TEAM HOPE, please contact Brown at BSGBrown@gmail.com.

New Parsonage Purchased Following April Tornadoes
By Gwen Sisson, Starkville District Communicator 

Photo right: Rev. Dr. Embra Jackson with the Rev. and Mrs. Larry Haggard before the commis-
sioning service for the new parsonage.

Photo below, right: This is the new parsonage for South Louisville United Methodist Church.

The EF4 tornado that ripped through Winston County on April 28, 2014 brought with it change, sad-
ness and uncertainty.

For the South Louisville United Methodist Church Charge, there was a mixed blessing in this midst 
of the devastation — their pastor, Rev. Larry Haggard and his wife, Eve, were not home when the 
tornado destroyed their church parsonage.

The Haggards were in Jackson, watching the news helplessly as they received phone calls of the 
devastation in their neighborhood and in their church family.

“We heard that the police had blocked off our subdivision because it was hard hit by the storm,” 
Haggard said. “At the time, we thought everything was gone. We thought all that we owned were 
the clothes on our backs. We were truly blessed. We knew that night that stuff didn’t matter, that we 
were okay. And there was calm, a peace that came over us.”

Haggard said while it was a blessing to be away, he hated that his church family, friends and neigh-
bors had to go through that horrible night.

“Our people were on the floor in their bathrooms, scared and helpless,” Haggard said. “This town will never be the same. Ten people 
lost their lives. It was a terrible time. But everyone in our subdivision lived. And that is a blessing.”

The parsonage building was a loss, but the Haggards were miraculously able to recover 90 to 95 percent of their personal items.

“We didn’t realize how much stuff we had,” Haggard said.

Haggard said church members who lost their own homes, came together to help them in their 
time of need.

Despite the staggering personal and community losses, the three churches on the South Louis-
ville Charge began making plans to provide housing for the Haggards. One of the church mem-
bers allowed the Haggards to stay in a home his family owned that was unoccupied until a new 
residence could be found. Haggard said church members, Beth Hemphill and Callie Woodruff, 
were instrumental in helping the Haggards wash and dry all of their clothes and linens in order to 
get them situated into a temporary location.

“It was great to see all the people who came together to help, not just with the parsonage, but the many others who lost their homes,” 
Hemphill said. “Many thanks to all who helped.”
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Haggard said most of the members at his three Louisville churches had insurance on their homes and were in a better position for 
recovery. People throughout the state and nation began helping the next day with money to meet the most immediate needs. The 
churches Haggard pastors helped the families in their churches who needed financial help, but because their homes and businesses 
were insured, it gave them the opportunity to help throughout the community.

“We helped our folks and so many people reached out to help us,” Haggard said. “Since our church didn’t need as much help, we were 
able to really help others. Everybody just worked together.”

About one week after the United Methodist Conference insurance company settled the claim on the destroyed parsonage, a church 
member found a home for sale that was in great shape and ideally situated near each of the three churches. Haggard said it was a 
larger, newer home than the previous parsonage.

 Recently, district superintendent, Dr. Embra Jackson was invited to participate in a blessing of the new parsonage, along with the Hag-
gards, church members and the community.

 “It was indeed a glorious moment to gather with these persons as we praised and thank God for the blessing of this home for pastors 
who will serve this community and these churches,” Jackson said.

St. Paul United Methodist Men in Action       
Photo right: Here are some of the United Methodist Men living out The 
POWER of We in Moss Point, Mississippi.

The men of St. Paul United Methodist Church in Moss Point, Mississippi have 
had an amazing year serving the Lord and His great church. Two of their mem-
bers are serving with KAIROS International Prison Ministry at the South Missis-
sippi Correctional Institution.  In addition, the men have been instrumental in a 
major fundraising campaign to pay off their church family life center.  Outreach 
to the elderly members of the church and community has been a major focus. 
They have assisted several elderly members with home repairs.  Currently, 
they are collaborating with men at smaller United Methodist congregations 
where no United Methodist Men (UMM) charter exists in an effort to combine 
all into one UMM group. The men believe this will help them be recognized in 
the Seashore District as men of Christ, do a better job of creating disciples for 
Christ and create a stronger presence of men in His church.

Students

Plan to Give This Sunday November 30 – United Methodist Student Day        
When you support United Methodist Student Day, you make it possible for people like Abby Herrington, 
a recent Millsaps College graduate, to serve the world God loves.  Herrington (photo right) is the youth 
and children’s ministries director at Alta Woods United Methodist Church in Jackson, Mississippi.  She 
shares how the generosity of others helped her through school.

“The scholarships provided by the General Board of Higher Education and Ministry (GBHEM) gave me 
the financial support I needed during my time at Millsaps College. They provided opportunities to buy 
books and other essential educational items. Moreover, their helped extended beyond even this.  It was 
because of the gifts I was able to borrow fewer student loans, and therefore have less debt as a young 
adult. I always knew my educational dreams were supported by my local churches and the Mississippi 
Conference. The GBHEM scholarships made me aware that The United Methodist Church as a whole 
is also invested in educating young minds. The board’s stewardship of education has taught me how 
important it is to support future students.”  

The last Sunday of November, furnishes scholarships and loans for students attending United Method-
ist related and other accredited colleges and universities.  On November 30, 2014 give to United Meth-
odist Student Day. When you give generously you are supporting students as they prepare for a life that unites faith with knowledge.

Go to www.umcgiving.org/resource-articles/united-methodist-student-day-pastors-leaders-kit for more details about the Special 
Sunday offering, United Methodist Student Day
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Police Shooting: What Do You Tell the Kids?       
United Methodist News Service (UMNS)

What do you tell the kids? United Methodist children and youth workers in the St. Louis area took up the topic of the police shooting 
of an unarmed teenager in Ferguson, Missouri. Most hadn’t been asked about the situation in Ferguson directly, but they know it is an 
issue the children and youth are facing. Fred Koenig of the Missouri Conference has the story. To read the story, go to www.mou-
methodist.org/news/detail/965. 

Talking to Young People: How to Help, Not Hurt       
United Methodist News Service (UMNS)

Broken bones heal in six to eight weeks, but words like “stupid” and “ugly” can hurt for years. Those who work with youth most often 
use words to build up and inspire, but there are times when the wrong words come out. United Methodist Communication’s Joe Iovino 
has some tips from United Methodist youth and children’s ministry leaders to help keep miscommunication to a minimum.

Visit www.umc.org/what-we-believe/talking-to-young-people-how-to-help-not-hurt to read the story and post a comment.  

Save the Date  |  Announcements

#GivingTuesday
December 2, 2014
On December 2, you can extend the spirit of giving thanks into the Advent 
season by participating in UMC #GivingTuesday. Every gift made online 
through The Advance at http://www.umcmission.org/give on December 2 
will be matched up to $1 million.*

*Global Ministries will allocate the matching funds dollar for dollar up to the 
first $1 million in gifts to Advance projects received online on December 2 
between 12:00 a.m. and 11:59 p.m. EST. A maximum of $2,500 per individual 
gift to a project will be dispersed as matching funds. A project may receive a 
maximum of $25,000 in matching funds.

Last year on UMC #GivingTuesday, United Methodists collectively raised 
a record $6.5 million on line in through The Advance. 11,000 individuals and churches in 34 countries gave more than 16,300 gifts to 
mission and ministries they believe in. It was a wonderful sign of commitment and extravagant generosity, maximizing the impact of 
thousands of United Methodists coming together on one day to transform the world.

UMC #GivingTuesday is part of an international movement to extend the spirit of giving thanks into the Advent season. It offers an op-
portunity to start off the holiday season by giving instead of getting by supporting organizations that are transforming the world.

Visit http://www.umcmission.org/give to search for Advance projects and give. For bulletin inserts and a worship resource booklet, go 
to www.mississippi-umc.org/newsdetail/490961. 

Overflow 2015: A Youth Event at Camp Lake Stephens
December 30, 2014 - January 1, 2015
Visit Camp Lake Stephens for fun and a chance to rekindle a love for God before the start of a new year! December 20, 2014 is the 
deadline to register. Overflow is for both junior high and senior high youth. There will be youth from all across the state of Mississippi 
who will join together for fellowship, spiritual growth and worship. Some of the events during the weekend will include a worship con-
cert, dance and a no-holds-barred fireworks show.

Youth minister, J. Nelson will be the speaker. Songwriter/storyteller, Matthew Clark will lead worship.

The total cost of the event is $109 per person (this also applies for adults and youth ministers). In turn, you will be mailed a confirma-
tion letter and health-release forms, to be sent back in with the remaining balance. Camp Lake Stephens is located at 117 Camp Lake 
Stephens Drive in Oxford, Mississippi. For a brochure and more information go to http://camplakestephens.com/wp-content/up-
loads/2014/10/Overflow-2015-Brochure.pdf or call 662.234.3350.

The Gathering 2015 
February 27 - March 1, 2015
United Methodist youth from all over Mississippi are encouraged to attend The Gathering 2015 from February 27 through March 1. 
This year’s theme is ‘Change’ and will feature amazing communicators Bishop James E. Swanson, Sr., episcopal leader of the Mis-
sissippi Area and Rev. William Rambo, associate pastor at The Orchard United Methodist Church in Tupelo. The event will be held at 
Christ United Methodist Church in Jackson located at 6000 Old Canton Road. Amena Brown will bring a powerful experience with her 
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As a courtesy to the Mississippi Annual Conference, job announcements from across the United Methodist connection are featured in 
The Circuit Rider. To submit an employment notice, send an email to news@mississipppi-umc.org.  Postings are not guaranteed 
to appear more than once in Mississippi Conference publications. To read a description of job opening(s) listed below as well as 
other listings, go to www.mississippi-umc.org/employmentopportunities.

• Contemporary Worship Leader - St. Mark’s UMC, Brandon, MS
• Director of Children’s Ministry - Hoover, AL 
• Full-time Director of Youth Ministries - St. Paul’s UMC, Monroe, LA

Employment 

Holiday Pie  

Add all ingredients together; mix well. Pour into deep-dish 9-inch pie crust (or 
2 regular 8-inch pie crusts). Bake at 350 degrees for 30 to 40 minutes, or until 
golden brown.

—   Flo Higginbotham, from “Loaves and Fishes,” a collection of favorites  
from St. Paul UMC in Ocean Springs, Mississippi

Methodist Tested Recipes

4 eggs, beaten
1 cup margarine, melted
1 cup sugar
2 tablespoons vinegar

1 cup coconut
1 cup pecans, chopped
1 cup raisins
2 teaspoons vanilla

Have a recipe that is too good to keep to yourself? Share it with our Circuit Rider readers. Email your favorite recipes to 
news@mississippi-umc.org.

spoken word art. A dance crew that has performed all around the country at youth camps 
and NBA half-time shows, Remote Kontrol, will be there! This will be an amazing week-
end! You don’t want to miss it.

Non-refundable registration costs:
• $55 Early Bird Registration (paid online or postmarked by January 21, 2015)
• $60 Regular Registration (paid online or postmarked by February 16, 2015)
• $65 Late Registration (paid online or postmarked after February 16, 2015)

Contact Mike Howington, Mississippi Conference youth and families coordinator at 
601.354.0515 for additional information and details about available scholarships.

Go to www.mississippi-umc.org/eventdetail/209147 for more information. Register now 
for this spirit-filled weekend for youth. 

Just Save One This Advent and Christmas
What gifts will you give this Advent and Christmas season? You have the opportunity to “Just Save One” child from being born with HIV/
AIDS. Through the incredible global network of community health care that the United Methodist Church has developed, mother-to-child 
HIV transmission can be prevented when the proper testing and treatment is provided. A gift of $10 will cover the cost of this treatment, 
which changes the lives of a mother, child, and entire family.

Go to http://origin.library.constantcontact.com/download/get/file/1102747532396-1993/JustSaveOne.pdf to download a flyer and 
read about more ways that individuals and churches can participate in order to raise awareness, “Just Save One” — and even more.
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Stay Connected

www.facebook.com/pages/The-Mississippi-United-Methodist-Conference/436491529732524

https://twitter.com/Mississippi_UMC

www.youtube.com/channel/UCSRtxv_Kix8IbYuHKRMLIjg

www.flickr.com/photos/119483421@N02/

Stay Connected with ConnecTText
Mississippi United Methodists with the ability to receive text messaging via phone are encouraged to sign up for ConnecTText. 

The service is another option for people to stay informed about important dates and other conference happenings.

To sign up for ConnecTText:
1. Remember, you must have the ability to get text messages on your phone.
2. From your mobile phone, text the letters ‘MSUMC’ to the number 95577 and press send.
3. Wait a few seconds for a confirmation text and you’re connected!

Mississippi Conference’s Mobile App—MY MSUMC 
MY MSUMC — the Mississippi Conference of The United Methodist Church’s official mobile app — is available at no cost on all iPhone, 
Android, Galaxy and Blackberry phones and their corresponding pads and tablets.

MY MSUMC allows easy access to the latest conference events, local UM news and The Circuit Rider. The MY MSUMC app presents 
users with a unique opportunity to interact with the conference by submitting prayer requests, recording audio of personal testimonies 
and posting comments via facebook and twitter. Plus, the ‘Our Districts’ feature shows a comprehensive list of district contact informa-
tion and even directions from the user’s current location — all from a mobile smart phone or tablet device.

Feel free to leave a comment about the app on the Mississippi United Methodist Conference facebook and twitter pages.


