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The Mississippi Conference Four Core Values are love, generosity, justice and apprenticeship. 
For more information, visit www.mississippi-umc.org/thepowerofwe.

Our Values

Mississippi Conference
of The United Methodist Church POWER
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Weof

320-C Briarwood Drive
Jackson, Mississippi 39206

601.354.0515 | Fax 601.948.5982
www.mississippi-umc.org
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Published Wednesday, November 25, 2015

Your  Connec t ion  to The Miss iss ipp i  Annua l  Conference

The Circuit Rider

Thanksgiving
appyH

from The Circuit Rider team

In observance of the Thanksgiving holiday, this issue of The Circuit Rider  
is condensed. We will resume to regular layout on Dec. 9, 2015.   
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Save the Date  |  Announcements

United Methodist Student Day Special Offering - Nov. 29
United Methodist Student Day is Nov. 29, 2015. On this special offering Sunday, United Methodist in Mississippi and beyond are called 
to support students as they prepare for life in uniting faith with knowledge. The offering provides scholarships for qualified United Meth-
odist applicants. To watch a video that explains the importance of giving, go to www.youtube.com/watch?v=_tsQ4CSmxBo.

Register Now for Administry Training for the Local Church in Tupelo
Dec. 5, 2015
This financial leadership training provides counsel and guidance to strengthen the administrative and financial abilities of the local 
church treasurer, financial secretary, finance committee members and church business administrators. Successful completion of the 
training session and assignments will result in a Mississippi Conference recognized church “administer.” To view course descriptions, 
the agenda, cost and how to register, go to www.mississippi-umc.org/localchurchadministrytraining.

Trinity UMC Clothing Ministry Community Event
Dec. 5, 2015
Trinity United Methodist Church is inviting anyone in need of fall/winter clothes to their clothing ministry community event on Saturday, 
Dec. 5, 2015. The time is from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. It will be held at Trinity UMC, 649 Luckney Road, in Brandon, Mississippi. Please 
spread the word. For more information call the church, 601-825-5563.

Clergy Leadership Conference
Feb. 1-3, 2016
Registration is now open for the Clergy Leadership Conference “Reading for Dear Life:  The Gospel of John” with Dr. Jaime Clark-Soles 
from Perkins School of Theology and Dr. Gerald Liu from Drew Theological School. This conference is for Mississippi United Method-
ist clergy, interested lay persons, and pastors of other denominations. To read the flyer, go to http://tinyurl.com/je9v8kx or visit http://
tinyurl.com/nhkzsmp. For full participation receive 1.5 CEU credit.

The Gathering 2016: Balancing Act
Feb. 26-28, 2016
The vision behind The Gathering is to create a high energy weekend conference for students to gather from all over the Mississippi to 
celebrate our Lord and Savior. Our commitment is to create a weekend event that is as first-class quality as you could find anywhere 
else in the country, with the best worship teams and communicators. Go to www.mississippi-umc.org/thegathering to register and 
view video from previous events.

2016 SEJ Disaster Academy
Feb. 28-March 2
Mark your calendars to attend the 2016 Southeastern Jurisdiction of The United Methodist Church Disaster Academy in Franklin, Tenn. 
Feb. 28 - March 2.

Calling All Clergywomen of the Mississippi Annual Conference
Save the Date: April 4, 2016
Bishop James Swanson Sr. invites you to join him on April 4, 2016, 9:30 a.m. - 1 p.m.  This informal time of conversation with the 
Bishop will be held in the Metro Jackson area.  More details will be announced later. Spread the word!

UMC Events
Visit www.umc.org/news-and-media/looking-ahead-upcoming-events to see more educational opportunities and other upcoming 
events in the life of The United Methodist Church.  

Announcements
Conference Office Closed in Observance of Thanksgiving Holiday 
The Mississippi Conference office will be closed in observance of the Thanksgiving holiday Thursday, Nov. 26 and Friday, Nov. 27. The 
office will re-open on Monday, Nov. 30, 2015 at normal business hours. Happy Thanksgiving from the Mississippi Conference of The 
United Methodist Church.

A Thankful Greeting from the Swansons
Bishop and Mrs. Swanson wrote a heart-felt letter giving thanks for The POWER of We at work in their lives, as well as in the many 
fruitful faith communities, clergy, lay, ministries and missions throughout the Mississippi Conference. Read their message below:
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Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ,

Delphine and I send this Thanksgiving greeting to you with thanks to God  for the wonderful “Glory Sightings” this year in our lives and we ask 
you to join us in giving God thanks for the abundant Glory Sightings in your lives this year, as well.

One of the Glory Sightings for us has been sharing in ministry together with you. God has employed us to accomplish so much together—
from nourishing families through Stop Hunger Now to assuring the future education of students at Africa University and for these gifts we are 
grateful. 

It warms our hearts when we learn from social media, district newsletters and friends from across the connection the stories of your generosity 
and willingness to assist others in need in your local communities.  Mississippi has a heritage of service and generosity, for this we are thank-
ful. 

We are thankful for the clergy and laity of this conference that are faithful and fruitful in their commitment to making disciples. You are persis-
tent in inviting others to come join you in a lifelong journey of coming to know Jesus—through loving relationships with Christ and others. You 
have spent time connecting the new persons to people and opportunities that help them to know they are welcome and are valuable members 
of their new congregation. You have worked intentionally to empower others to use their gifts to enhance their skills. And then I am thankful to 
send them out to tell the “good news” to those who have not heard that good news. 

On a personal note, this Thanksgiving marks two years of me being cancer free.  Once again, I thank you for your prayers. Also this year, we 
were blessed with an eleventh grandchild.

In closing, Delphine and I acknowledge there are some who may even want to bypass this time of year. The cheers and gatherings, and even 
the smell of certain foods bring you deep sadness.   For all of your concerns—grief over the loss of a loved one, sickness, and finances, we 
want to remind you that the light of Christ shines!  We pray His transforming power over you.  Give thanks this year that He lives!

Blessings,
The Swansons

Resources for Advent
Sunday, Nov. 29 to Thursday, Dec. 24
• One stop for United Methodist Advent resources (www.umc.org/topics/topic-advent-and-christmas) includes devotions, sermon 
starters and books from Cokesbury, Upper Room, Discipleship Ministries, Rethink Church and Imagine No Malaria.
• United Methodist Communications offers a way to take Advent to Facebook and other social media with free downloadable images 
(www.umcom.org/tools/preview/lectionary-art-for-united-methodist-advent) to celebrate each Sunday of the season.
• Advent quiz (www.umc.org/what-we-believe/advent-quiz-2015) starts Nov. 27. 

Support Mission Priorities, Ministries on #GivingTuesday - Dec. 1
Discipleship Ministries The United Methodist Church
Discipleship Ministries is urging people to open their hearts and make donations to their favorite mission priority or ministry on Dec. 1, 
or #GivingTuesday, a day dedicated globally to giving back.

Charities, families, businesses, community centers and students around the world will come together for one common purpose on #Giv-
ingTuesday—to celebrate generosity and to give.

A variety of opportunities to give back are available from Discipleship Ministries at http://umcdiscipleship.org/donate where donations 
can be made online to such ministries as such as E-readers for theological education in Africa, Ebola prevention resources and the 
Wesley Pilgrimage.

For projects and missionaries that have a connection to the Mississippi Conference, go to http://tinyurl.com/j7p6au4. 

Supporters are urged to spread the word about giving by connecting with Discipleship Ministries on Facebook and Twitter and then 
sharing their favorite posts, including stories about why each mission opportunity is personally meaningful. In addition, supporters could 
announce their participation in #GivingTuesday on their social media networks and in email lists using the hashtag.

• For more information about Disciple Ministries’ participation in #GivingTuesday, go to www.umcdiscipleship.org/resources/
givingtuesday.

Now in its fourth year, #GivingTuesday, harnesses the potential of social media and the generosity of people around the world to bring 
about real change in their communities. It provides a platform to encourage the donation of time, resources and talents to address local 
challenges.

The concept for #GivingTuesdsy began at 92nd Street Y, a Jewish cultural and community center in New York City, as a new way of 
linking individuals and causes to strengthen communities and encourage giving. #GivingTuesday is celebrated in the United States on 
the first Tuesday after Thanksgiving, following the recognized shopping events Black Friday and Cyber Monday.

Last year, organizers say #GivingTuesday brought together 30,000 partners in 68 countries and registered 32.7 million impressions on 
Twitter, with the hashtag #GivingTuesday mentioned 698,600 times.
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Stay Connected

www.facebook.com/pages/The-Mississippi-United-Methodist-Conference/436491529732524

https://twitter.com/Mississippi_UMC www.youtube.com/channel/UCSRtxv_Kix8IbYuHKRMLIjg

www.flickr.com/photos/119483421@N02/

Stay Connected with ConnecTText
Mississippi United Methodists with the ability to receive text messaging via phone are encouraged to sign up for ConnecTText. 
The service is another option for people to stay informed about important dates and other conference happenings.

To sign up for ConnecTText:
1. Remember, you must have the ability to get text messages on your phone.
2. From your mobile phone, text the letters ‘MSUMC’ to the number 95577 and press send.
3. Wait a few seconds for a confirmation text and you’re connected!

Mississippi Conference’s Mobile App—MY MSUMC 
MY MSUMC—the Mississippi Conference of The United Methodist Church’s official mobile app—is available at no cost on all iPhone, 
Android, Galaxy and Blackberry phones and their corresponding pads and tablets. MY MSUMC allows easy access to the latest confer-
ence events, local UM news and The Circuit Rider. The MY MSUMC app presents users with a unique opportunity to interact with the 
conference by submitting prayer requests, recording audio of personal testimonies and posting comments via facebook and twitter. 
Plus, the ‘Our Districts’ feature shows a comprehensive list of district contact information and even directions from the user’s current 
location—all from a mobile smart phone or tablet device.

It also brings together the collective power of a unique blend of partners—nonprofits, civic organizations, businesses and corporations, 
as well as families and individuals—to encourage and amplify small acts of kindness.  As a global movement, #GivingTuesday unites 
countries around the world by sharing the capacity to care for and empower one another.

The mission of Discipleship Ministries is to support annual conference and local church leaders for their task of equipping world-chang-
ing disciples. An agency of The United Methodist Church, Discipleship Ministries is located at 1908 Grand Ave. in Nashville, Tenn. For 
more information, visit www.UMCdiscipleship.org, the Press Center at www.UMCdiscipleship.org/about/press-center or call the 
Communications Office at 877-899-2780, Ext. 1726.   

Volunteers Welcome for Annual Conference Planning Teams
Have you ever wondered how the worship services during the sessions of the Mississippi Annual Conference come about? How are 
the various elements of the services planned and prayed over? Have you ever wished to be a part of it? We are searching for laity and 
clergy members to be part of these planning teams. Our goal is to be representative of who we are as Mississippi United Methodists.

We are creating a pool of people who desire to volunteer their time and gifts in planning of annual conference worship services. If you 
are interested, please call Cat Foster, connectional ministries and communications project coordinator at 601-354-0515 or email her at 
cfoster@mississippi-umc.org with your name, district and your contact information by December 4, 2015.

Let Us Give Thanks: A Photo Prayer 
While November marks a celebration of thanksgiving in the U.S., finding time to thank God is part of the daily discipline as United 
Methodists. This video meditation features a shortened version of a prayer of thanksgiving (www.fumcfortworth.org/thanksgiving-
prayer/). You are encouraged to share or download this video to use in Sunday school classes, before or during worship, or with your 
friends and family. To watch, go to www.youtube.com/watch?v=_lm4eztKz9Y. 


