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Learn how The POWER of We fuels our beliefs.  

A collection of stories that model each of The Mississippi Conference Core Values (tabs shown at 
left); love, generosity, justice and apprenticeship can be found at the links listed below.

LOVE:  Visit www.mississippi-umc.org/love

GENEROSITY: Visit www.mississippi-umc.org/generosity

JUSTICE: Visit www.mississippi-umc.org/justice

APPRENTICESHIP: Visit www.mississippi-umc.org/apprenticeship

Your  Connec t ion  to The Miss iss ipp i  Annua l  Conference

The Circuit Rider
Wednesday  |  November 11, 2014

Youth at Heart

Our Values

LOVE

GENEROSITY

JUSTICE

APPRENTICESHIP

T h e  P O W E R  o f  W e

Corey Truett breaks away from his presentation to poke fun at the 
camera during the recent Student Ministry Initiative (SMI) Leader-
ship Development conference for Mississippi Conference youth 
workers. See story on page 3.

Purpose: The Mississippi Annual Conference— 
empowered by love, generosity, justice and apprenticeship—forms 

spiritual leaders, faith communities and connections so more  
disciples of Jesus Christ transform the world.

The mission of the Mississippi 
Annual Conference is to make 
disciples of Jesus Christ for the 
transformation of the world.

2014 Annual   
Conference Session 
Review
Visit the links below to view or 
download the following:

• 2014-2015 Mississippi Con-
ference Appointments: www.
mississippi-umc.org/20142015
msconferenceappointments

• Special Annual Conference 
Edition of The Circuit Rider: 
www.mississippi-umc.org/2014
annualconferencespecialeditio
nofthecircuitrider

Share Your News in  
The Circuit Rider
For submission guidelines, visit 
www.mississippi-umc.org/
shareyournewsinthecircuit-
rider.

Stop Hunger Now -
Track the Goal!
Visit www.facebook.com/
msacshngoal to keep track of 
the Mississippi Conference’s 
2014 goal of one million meals 
packed for Stop Hunger Now.
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Matthew 25: 14-30
New International Version (NIV)
The Parable of the Bags of Gold

14 “Again, it will be like a man going on a journey, who called his servants and entrusted his wealth to them. 15 To one he gave five 
bags of gold, to another two bags, and to another one bag, each according to his ability. Then he went on his journey. 16 The man who 
had received five bags of gold went at once and put his money to work and gained five bags more. 17 So also, the one with two bags of 
gold gained two more. 18 But the man who had received one bag went off, dug a hole in the ground and hid his master’s money.

19 “After a long time the master of those servants returned and settled accounts with them. 20 The man who had received five bags of 
gold brought the other five. ‘Master,’ he said, ‘you entrusted me with five bags of gold. See, I have gained five more.’

21 “His master replied, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant! You have been faithful with a few things; I will put you in charge of many 
things. Come and share your master’s happiness!’

22 “The man with two bags of gold also came. ‘Master,’ he said, ‘you entrusted me with two bags of gold; see, I have gained two more.’

23 “His master replied, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant! You have been faithful with a few things; I will put you in charge of many 
things. Come and share your master’s happiness!’

24 “Then the man who had received one bag of gold came. ‘Master,’ he said, ‘I knew that you are a hard man, harvesting where you 
have not sown and gathering where you have not scattered seed. 25 So I was afraid and went out and hid your gold in the ground. See, 
here is what belongs to you.’

26 “His master replied, ‘You wicked, lazy servant! So you knew that I harvest where I have not sown and gather where I have not scat-
tered seed? 27 Well then, you should have put my money on deposit with the bankers, so that when I returned I would have received it 
back with interest.

28 “‘So take the bag of gold from him and give it to the one who has ten bags. 29 For whoever has will be given more, and they will 
have an abundance. Whoever does not have, even what they have will be taken from them. 30 And throw that worthless servant out-
side, into the darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’

word POWER

Bishop’s Journal
Bishop On the Move
Mark your calendars to attend events where Bishop James E. Swanson Sr. will be visiting in the upcoming 
days.

• November 13-14, 2014 (Thursday and Friday)
Emory University’s board of trustees will meet in Atlanta, Georgia and Bishop Swanson will be in attendance.

• November 16, 2014 (Sunday)
St. Luke’s United Methodist Church in Jackson will begin worship service at 10:15 a.m. and Bishop Swanson 
will preach during that service.

• November 19, 2014 (Wednesday)
Bishop Swanson will be one of the guest speakers at Turn the Tables on Hunger, an event aiming to increase 
hunger awareness that will be held at Galloway Memorial United Methodist Church in Jackson and begin at 
5:30 p.m.
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Youth Leaders Receive Message on Building Blocks 
By Tamica Smith-Jeuitt, Sr. Communications Specialist, Mississippi Confer-
ence

Photo right: A fun game of JENGA drew input from several youth lead-
ers.   
Photo below, left: In addition to taking recording information, many 
youth leaders exchanged contact information.
Photo below, right: Raphael Maldonado took plenty of notes that he 
feels will help him with youth ministry at his church.

An enormous replica of JENGA blocks that sat on a stage at Crossgates 
United Methodist Christ in Brandon, Mississippi, helped drive home the 
theme,”Building Blocks” during a conference for youth ministry workers 
from across the Mississippi Annual Conference.

Roughly, 110 youth ministry leaders came together for Student Ministry 
Initiative (SMI) Leadership Development, an event led by Mike Howing-
ton, the youth and families coordinator for the Mississippi Conference.    

“My favorite story as a child was of the three little pigs. I would cheer every time when my mother would read the story that the pigs’ 
houses would hold up this time. It reminds me that for something to serve its purpose, it needs to be built correctly. The same is true in 
youth ministry. In order for the foundation of what we are building to hold up, they must be constructed with the right blocks,” Howington 
explained.

The conference workshops focused on relationships, spiritual truth, systems and 
vision. Presenting the topics were Corey Truett of First UMC in Tupelo, Jeremy 
Knight of Main Street UMC in Hattiesburg, Wes Ingram from Parkway Heights in 
Hattiesburg and Russ Polsgrove of The Orchard UMC in Tupelo.

Polsgrove, who has been involved in youth ministry over a decade, shared his 
enthusiasm for being among his peers. He directed discussions around language 
and the importance of youth ministry identity formation.

“What are some scriptures you use on a regular basis to communicate to your 
teenagers? What you are about? For instance, in our youth ministry we use Colos-
sians 2:7—so the name of our high school ministry is, C27 (C, two, seven),” said 
Polsgrove.  

Raphael Maldonado, a youth leader at Wheeler UMC said he was impressed with 
all of the trainers.

“The people who have been brought to speak to us are very prepared and they are not just talking out of inflict, but out of experience 
and so, it has been a very refreshing experience.”  

Natalie Doyle said she attended SMI with hopes of getting tips on how to revitalize the youth ministry at her church, Jones Chapel and 
was returning home with lots of advice to connect with young people.  

“Using social media to your advantage, texting them, writing them a letter, 
participating in their events, being at their high school games... just being 
there for them,” she said.

Another conference attendee, Darryl Ford of Weems UMC in Picayune 
said the conference reminded him that parents have a big role in a suc-
cessful youth ministry.  

“If the parents can’t trust you, and the youth can’t trust the parents, then 
you are really messed up, and you’re going to be ineffective. Once you 
lose that relationship with the youth, it is very hard to reestablish that,” 
Ford stated.  

In closing, the participants supported volunteers Lorraine Gilbert and Alex 
Blassingame, who played the life-sized JENGA game on the stage. With 
helpful cheering and advice from the audience, the pair did an amazing 
job keeping the blocks from falling. This same effort is what organizers 
say will create vital youth ministries throughout the Mississippi Conference.  

Connecting
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Pictures from the SMI event that was held on November 7-8, 2014, can be viewed on the Mississippi Annual Conference flickr page 
(www.flickr.com/photos/119483421@N02/sets/72157648852521038/). To follow conference youth happenings on facebook, visit MS 
Conference Youth and Families (www.facebook.com/pages/MS-Conference-Youth-and-Families/400106753437488). Stay con-
nected and receive updates on youth events and opportunities by texting the keyword, “MSUMCYOUTH” to the number 95577.

Tupelo District Open House
By Izzie Zimmerman, Tupelo District Director Communicator       

Photo right: There are 105 churches within the Tupelo District and pictures of half of 
them were displayed on a wall during the district office open house.

This past summer, the Tupelo District office made the move into their new home on West 
Jackson Street in Tupelo, Mississippi and has been settling in over the past few months. 
On Saturday, November 8, 2014 the doors officially opened for an open house. Many dis-
trict pastors and friends came to see the new facilities and offer congratulations. Besides 
refreshments, there were tours given by district superintendent, Rev. Dr. Jimmy Barnes 
and district secretary, Ben Orr.

The main hallway of the new office is lined with photographs of Tupelo District churches. 
This new space provides a large room for gatherings, a conference room for meetings, 
an extra computer workspace for area pastors to use and office spaces.

“The new facilities are better, easier to access and are more comfortable for meetings. 
The new space will provide better hospitality for our pastors and other visitors,” stated 
Barnes during the open house.

District secretary, Ben Orr added that the new office building offers more potential for meetings, educational events and even work 
events with the inclusion of showers and a small kitchen. The Tupelo District looks forward to the new space and how it will provide for 
the district churches and pastors.

2015 Annual Conference Session June 4-6
Mark your calendars! The 2015 Session of the Mississippi Annual Conference will take place in the Jackson Convention Complex (JCC) 
from Thursday, June 4 through Saturday, June 6, 2015. Pre-conference workshops will be held on Wednesday, June 3, 2015. The JCC 
is located at 105 E. Pascagoula St. in Jackson, Mississippi.

Each year, an equal number of clergy members and lay members attend the conference’s annual conference session for worship, 
fellowship and to conduct the business of the conference. During these sessions, members of the conference hear reports of past and 
ongoing work, adopt future goals, programs and budgets, ordain clergy members as deacons and elders and elect delegates to jurisdic-
tional conferences and General Conference (every four years). The bishop presides over these meetings.

Race and Religion Launches Virtual Forums  
United Methodist News Service (UMNS)

Vital Conversations, a new feature launched by the United Methodist Commission on Race and 
Religion, will focus on topics relevant to The United Methodist Church. The dialogues on the website, 
Facebook and Twitter, begin November 20 with “Native Americans: Intercultural Competency, Recon-
ciliation and Inclusion.” Erin Hawkins, top executive for the commission, writes about the goals of the 
conversations. 

To read the full story., go to http://gcorr.org/the-latest/gcorr-introduces-vital-conversations. 

Photo courtesy of Courtesy General Commission on Religion and Race, Facebook 

Rare for Racial-ethnic Pastors to Lead Large, Mostly White Churches  
United Methodist News Service (UMNS)

Racial-ethnic pastors who lead large, predominantly white United Methodist churches in the United States are open-minded and spiri-
tual, but rare, according to a new survey by the United Methodist Board of Higher Education and Ministry. The survey found that of the 
1,070 churches with more than 1,000 members in the U.S. in 2011, just 20 had lead racial-ethnic, or non-white, pastors serving majority 
white congregations. To read more, go to www.gbhem.org/article/um-churches-break-stereotypes-about-racial-ethnic-leaders.
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Administry

Protecting Our Churches: Preparing Your Church for Winter      
Winter is just around the corner, and it is time to prepare your facilities from winter damage. 
By being proactive about preparing your facilities for the winter months, your chances of 
suffering a loss are reduced. Consider these tips when it comes to winter maintenance inside 
and outside your facility:

Heating System
• Have your heating system serviced by a licensed heating contractor to ensure proper op-
eration.
• Check furnace filters monthly and replace every three months.
• Keep combustible material at a minimum 36 inches from heating units.

Frozen Pipes
• Identify the main water shut off valve in your building. If a leak or pipe burst would occur, quick access to this valve will minimize water 
damage.

Faith Communities

Wesley Meadows Welcomes Pianist 
Photo right: John Nilsen performs for the senior residents at Wesley Meadows, 
located in Hernando, Mississippi.

John Nilsen of Portland, Oregon, treated the residents of Wesley Meadows Retire-
ment Center with a piano concert on October 25, 2014. Nilsen, the son of a United 
Methodist minister, is on tour throughout the United States. The luncheon, concert 
and the reception that followed were hosted by the Desoto County Cluster. Carla 
Proctor, co-chair of the cluster, planned the event. Wesley Meadows is one of 12 
Methodist Senior Services (MSS) facilities in Mississippi. MSS is a

United Methodist related institution that provides service ministry to elders served by 
the Mississippi Annual Conference of The United Methodist Church.

The POWER of We funded in part by your  
apportioned mission shares. 

Millsaps College Honors Rev. Ricky James       
Photo right: The Rev. Ricky James, left, is congratulated by Robert W. 
Pearigen, president of Millsaps College, for being named the 2014 Mill-
saps College Outstanding Young Alumnus of the Year. 

The Rev. Ricky James, who has served as senior pastor at St. Luke’s 
United Methodist Church in Jackson since 2010 providing pastoral and 
administrative leadership to a growing parish of more than 300 members 
and a 12-member staff, is the 2014 Millsaps College Outstanding Young 
Alumnus. He was honored during the Millsaps College Alumni Awards 
ceremony on October 24 that was part of homecoming activities. 

James earned a Bachelor of Arts in philosophy and religious studies from 
Millsaps College in 2004, a Master of Divinity from Duke University in 
2007 and expects to receive a Doctorate of Ministry degree from Emory 
University, Candler School of Theology in May 2017.  He is a graduate of 
the Business Advantage Program offered by the Else School of Manage-
ment at Millsaps College.

James serves on the board of directors for the Center for Ministry at Millsaps College and as chair of the Higher Education and Campus 
Ministries Committee of the Mississippi Annual Conference. He served as a delegate to the General and Southeastern Jurisdictional 
Conferences of The United Methodist Church in 2000 and 2012 and is currently a member of the Committee on Coordination and Ac-
countability for the Southeastern Jurisdiction.

James is married to Megan Shaw James, a Millsaps graduate who is assistant dean of students at Millsaps.
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• Wrap any water pipes that are exposed to freezing temperatures and cold drafts, and those located in unheated or non-insulated 
areas, with pipe insulation.
• Close windows near water pipes and cover open-air vents. Freezing temperatures and wind drafts can cause pipes to freeze more 
frequently.
• If your building has any exterior faucets or a lawn-irrigation system, it is important to see that those water pipes are drained and dis-
connected from any hoses prior to the winter freeze.
• During extremely cold weather, turn faucets to a slow drip in order to reduce the chance of the pipe freezing. If a pipe freezes or 
bursts, contact a licensed plumbing contractor as soon as possible.

Roof and Gutters
• Inspect the interior of the building first and look for evidence of leaks, including rotten wood, damaged walls, and stained ceiling tles.
• Inspect the exterior walls and overhangs, looking for cracks, walls pushing out or signs of moisture. Look at the roof line and note any 
sagging.
• Look for cracking, blistering, cupping, peeling, or loss of granulation of asphalt shingles.
• Check drains, gutters, and valleys to ensure they are free from any buildup of leaves, twigs, and other debris that would prevent 
proper drainage of water from the roof.
• Examine downspouts for debris and make sure roof runoff is being adequately directedaway from the building’s foundation. 
• Inspect items that have been cut into the roof, including a/c vents, sewer vents, chimneys, and skylights. Leaks are more susceptible 
around these areas and they should be inspected to ensure flashing and caulking is in good condition and watertight. 
• Keep trees trimmed to prevent branches from rubbing or falling onto the roof.

Any questions or concerns about the above material, please feel free to contact Phil Hinton or Ali Sims at 601-956-5810.
“The information contained in this report was obtained from sources which to the best of the writer’s knowledge are authentic and relia- ble. Arthur J. 
Gallagher makes no guarantee or results, and assumes no liability in connection with either the information herein con- tained, or the safety suggestions 
herein made. Moreover, it can not be assumed that every acceptable safety procedure is contained herein, or that abnormal or unusual circumstances 
may not warrant or require further or additional procedures.”

Students

Cleveland Sellers Reminds Rust College Students of Civil Rights Struggles
By Tommiea Jackson, Rust College Communications

Photo right: Dr. Cleveland Sellers, a civil rights leader shared stories from 
his account of Freedom Summer to students at Rust College.

Civil rights leader, Dr. Cleveland Sellers was the featured speaker at a 
Rust College campus and community assembly on November 6 during the 
college’s 148th Founders’ celebration. Sellers’ speech highlighted a day 
that included a panel discussion on the Freedom Summer of 1964, which 
unveiled a historic marker dedicated to those who fought for racial equality.

“Our work was not easy,” stressed Sellers to the audience remembering 
himself as a 19-year-old in search of the three civil rights workers who had 
been slain and were later found near Philadelphia, Mississippi. “I became 
mature as soon as I stepped onto the Mississippi soil.”

The president of Voorhees College in his hometown of Denmark, South 
Carolina has told stories of being interrogated by the police in Oxford, Mis-
sissippi and described a time where the Ku Klux Klan ran rampant burning 
crosses on church lawns and in front of businesses and homes of those sympathetic to the movement.

“These were the kinds of experiences young people had to endure,” Sellers said.

Despite the tense environment, the Holly Springs Project was able to get the largest amount of Mississippi Freedom Democrats reg-
istered for the Mississippi Freedom Democratic Party. They established Freedom Schools and boycotted merchants until they hired 
blacks.

“As we look to commemorate the Voting Rights Act soon, let us not forget those who helped us put it back on the national agenda,” said 
Sellers. “As we seek to commemorate, let’s remember those organizers, the sharecroppers, the students and the spirit that made that 
summer more than a fleeting season.”

Rust College is a historically black, co-educational, senior liberal arts college founded in 1866 by the Freedman’s Aid Society of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church. The College is related to The United Methodist Church, and is dedicated to serving students with a variety 
of academic preparations, through instruction in the humanities, social and behavioral sciences, natural science, business, technol-
ogy, and education. Rust College provides an opportunity for education to all, regardless of race, religion, sex, national origin, or ethnic 
background.
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Save the Date  |  Announcements

Galloway and Central UMCs Partner for Bishop Swanson’s Stop Hunger Now Challenge
November 19, 2014 
Do you want to learn more about how hunger and poverty affect the lives of our brothers and sisters from Jackson, Mississippi to Ke-
nya, Africa?

Galloway Memorial United Methodist Church will host Turn the Tables on Hunger on Wednesday, November 19, 2014. The evening 
will provide an interactive, intergenerational experience exploring how hunger affects everyone. Through this event all are invited to 
explore the lives of those facing hunger and poverty both locally and globally. All age groups are encouraged to attend and take a stand 
against hunger. The program will last from 5:30 p.m. until 7:00 p.m. in Galloway’s reception hall.  Special guests and speakers include 
Bishop James E. Swanson,Sr. and Matt Casteel from Stop Hunger Now.

Tickets are available for $10 per person with a family maximum of $25.  Seating is limited so please reserve your spot. The regis-
tration deadline has been extended to Sunday, November 16, 2014. Please call 601.353.9691 to make your reservation. Nursery is 
available by request.

If you are interested in learning more about Stop Hunger Now visit  http://www.stophungernow.org/. For more information about Turn 
the Tables on Hunger, please contact Rev. Emily Sanford at esanford@gallowayumc.org or call 601.326.3448 to make reservations.
 

Alabama State Wesley Foundation  
Visits Jackson State Wesley Foundation      

Photo right: Members of the JSU Wesley Foundation took this picture with students from the 
Alabama State Wesley Foundation.

The Alabama State University (ASU) Wesley Foundation visited the Jackson State University 
(JSU) Wesley Foundation during homecoming week at JSU last month. The ASU Wesley trip 
theme was “Freedom Ride Service Project.” Pastors Curtis L. West, Jr. and Amarylis D. West 
of Lynch Street C.M.E. Church were the hosts. Central UMC hosted the Freedom Chat for 
the Friday night discussion with dinner prepared by Central UMC’s outreach committee. The 
Rev. Stephen Cook is the pastor of Central UMC. Rev. Charity Star is the director and cam-
pus minister for the ASU Wesley Foundation and Elder Vera Hall is the campus minister and 
director for the JSU Wesley Foundation. The guest panelists were Rev. Neddie Winters; Rev. 
Eric Sanford; Rev. Curtis L. West, Jr. and Dr. May Fran Bridges. The topics discussed were 
Freedom Fifty; civil rights leader, Medgar Evers; Trayvon Martin; President Barack Obama 
and Michael Brown. The students were engaged and provided insight into the 1960s Civil 
Rights Movement and the correlation and/or difference of today.

This was the first conversation of many about the theme “Moving Forward: Race and Rec-
onciliation.” The ASU Wesley students went back to campus where they were entertained with a Homecoming Greek Step Show. The 
ASU Wesley Foundation also visited the Smith Robertson Museum and Medgar Evers Home Museum. The students were welcomed by 
JSU student government association (SGA) president, Keonte’ Turner.

Young Adult Summer Internship Deadlines      
For ages 18-22 from United Methodist Minority Caucuses, Central Conferences

Photo right: The 2014 racial/ethnic minority young adult interns are pictured 
around the Peace Pole outside the United Methodist Building in Washington, D.C.

Deadlines have been announced to apply for a 2015 Ethnic Young Adult (EYA) 
Summer Internship in social justice placements in the U.S. capital. The EYA pro-
gram is for persons, ages 18-22 from United Methodist racial/ethnic minority cau-
cuses and Central Conferences, who have an interest in exploring issues of public 
policy, social justice advocacy and social change.

Sponsored by the General Board of Church & Society (GBCS) and the denomi-
nation’s Inter-Ethnic Strategy Development Group, the summer internship, May 
27-August 1, is for young adults representing the five ethnic minority caucuses of 
The United Methodist Church: Native Americans, Pacific-Islanders, Hispanic/Latinos, African Americans and Asian Americans.

To read more, go to http://umc-gbcs.org/faith-in-action/young-adult-summer-internship-deadlines2.
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Arts Under The Dome Opens With Kate Campbell
November 21, 2014 

First Gulfport United Methodist Church’s popular concert series, Arts Under The Dome, 
kicks off their 22nd season on Friday, November 21, 2014 with Nashville singer/songwrit-
er, Kate Campbell, whose easy command of a full range of American music styles have 
gained her prominence in the music world and a huge grassroots fan base throughout the 
United States.

All concerts begin at 7:00 p.m. at First United Methodist Church at 15th Street and 24th 
Avenue in downtown Gulfport. Tickets are $15 for adults and $10 for students. Those 
planning to attend can purchase tickets at the door or from Arts Under The Dome’s 
website, www.arts.fumc-gulfport.org, where full information on the 2014-2015 season 
can be found. Season tickets are available for all five concerts for $45 for individuals or 
$90 for families in the same household. For a season brochure or further information call 
228.229.6851.
 
Support Delta Grace on #GivingTuesday
December 2, 2014
On December 2, extend the spirit of giving thanks into the Advent season by participating in UMC #GivingTuesday. For every gift 
made online through The Advance at http://www.umcmission.org/give between 12:00 a.m. and 11:59 p.m. EST on December 
2, 2014, Global Ministries will allocate matching funds dollar for dollar up to the first $1 million in gifts to Advance projects. A maximum 
of $2,500 per individual gift to a project will be dispersed as matching funds. A project may receive a maximum of $25,000 in matching 
funds.

Help Delta Grace receive the full $25,000 in matching funds and give to Advance #3021985. Delta Grace was formed September 17, 
2013.  Since that time, 271 volunteers from 18 teams across the United States have completed 25 projects.  Over $25,000 in project 
costs were paid for or donated by volunteer missioners.  Delta Grace is a new mission opportunity located at 510 Sunflower Avenue in 
Sunflower, Mississippi.  It is a year-round mission hub that provides mission opportunities, beds, showers, kitchen facilities and a meet-
ing room for mission teams that stay within the hub facility. Mission teams work on homes of many who have lost hope and do not know 
what tomorrow brings. Our purpose is to match mission teams with mission work within an hour radius of the hub. 

For more details contact Andy Daniels at 662.887.1561 or andy@andydaniels.org. ‘Like’ Delta Grace’s facebook page (www.face-
book.com/DeltaGraceInc) for more information and updates on mission work. Visit www.umcmission.org/Giving-Tuesday/Giving-
Tuesday-Resources for more information about #GivingTuesday. Looking to give to Delta Grace on #GivingTuesday? Go to www.
umcmission.org/Give-to-Mission/Search-for-Projects/Projects/3021985.
 
Advent Service of Lessons and Carols at Millsaps College 
December 9, 2014
Millsaps College in Jackson will hold an Advent Service of Lessons and Carols on Tuesday, December 9, 2014 at 
noon in the Recital Hall of the Gertrude C. Ford Academic Complex. The event is co-sponsored by the office of the 
chaplain, the Millsaps Ecumenical Community and the Millsaps Singers.  Through Scripture and song, the service 
tells the story of the incarnation of Christ and his expected return in victory.  The service is open to the community 
and is free of charge.
 
MS United Methodists Encouraged to attend UMVIM Meeting in January 
January 17, 2015
The Foundery at Galloway United Methodist Church is hosting a gathering of United Methodist Volunteers in Mission (UMVIM) from 
10:00 a.m. to noon on January 17, 2015. Galloway UMC is located at 305 N. Congress Street in Jackson. All Mississippi United 
Methodists are invited to meet in a space that once housed the offices of the Mississippi United Methodist Conference and is now the 
home of Grace Place, a ministry of outreach to the Jackson community. Those in attendance will hear local and international disaster 
response reports from missions. UMVIM team leader training using the revised handbook will be offered following the meeting. 
For more information, contact Rev. David Newton, Mississippi UMVIM coordinator at umvim@mississippi-umc.org.
 
Announcements
Independence UMC Looking to Borrow Town or Village Scene
Independence United Methodist Church is asking to borrow a town or village scene large enough to display behind or around their choir 
during their cantata, “O Little Town,” happening Sunday, December 14, 2014. Anyone who feels led to aid Independence UMC in this 
matter please contact Cheryl Denley in the Senatobia District office at 662.562.5865 or cheryl@senatobiadistrictumc.com.



9

As a courtesy to the Mississippi Annual Conference, job announcements from across the United Methodist connection are featured in 
The Circuit Rider. To submit an employment notice, send an email to news@mississipppi-umc.org.  Postings are not guaranteed 
to appear more than once in this newsletter. To read a description of job opening(s) listed below as well as other listings, go to 
www.mississippi-umc.org/employmentopportunities.

• Contemporary Worship Leader - St. Mark’s UMC, Brandon, MS
• Director of Children’s Ministry - Middletown UMC, Louisville, KY 
• Director of Youth Ministries - Middletown UMC, Louisville, KY 
• Youth Minister - Diamondhead UMC - Diamondhead, MS 
• Contemporary Worship Leadership and Ministry Associate - First UMC of Hartselle, AL
• Part-time Director of Music Ministries - Main Street UMC - Bay St. Louis, MS 
• Director of Youth Ministries - St. Paul’s UMC, Monroe, LA

Employment 

Quiche Lorraine  

Preheat oven to 450 degrees. Bake pie shell for five minutes. Remove from oven 
and sprinkle with bacon and cheese and mushrooms. Combine remaining ingredi-
ents, pour into pie shell. Bake 10 minutes, reduce heat to 325 degrees and back 
until firm, about 20 minutes.

—   Joyce Favors from “Loaves and Fishes,” a collection of favorites from St. Paul UMC in Ocean Springs, Mississippi

Methodist Tested Recipes

¼ lb. bacon, cooked
1 ½ cups of half and half
Cayenne pepper
Nutmeg
½ teaspoon salt

1 unbaked pie shell
1 cup grated Swiss cheese
3 eggs, slightly beaten
1 can sliced mushrooms

Have a recipe that is too good to keep to yourself? Share it with our Circuit Rider readers. Email your favorite recipes to 
news@mississippi-umc.org.

Stay Connected

www.facebook.com/pages/The-Mississippi-United-Methodist-Conference/436491529732524

https://twitter.com/Mississippi_UMC

www.youtube.com/channel/UCSRtxv_Kix8IbYuHKRMLIjg

www.flickr.com/photos/119483421@N02/

Stay Connected with ConnecTText
Mississippi United Methodists with the ability to receive text messaging via phone are encouraged to sign up for ConnecTText. 

The service is another option for people to stay informed about important dates and other conference happenings.

To sign up for ConnecTText:
1. Remember, you must have the ability to get text messages on your phone.
2. From your mobile phone, text the letters ‘MSUMC’ to the number 95577 and press send.
3. Wait a few seconds for a confirmation text and you’re connected!

Mississippi Conference’s Mobile App—MY MSUMC 
MY MSUMC -- the Mississippi Conference of The United Methodist Church’s official mobile app -- is available at no cost on all iPhone, 
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Android, Galaxy and Blackberry phones and their corresponding pads and tablets.

MY MSUMC allows easy access to the latest conference events, local UM news and The Circuit Rider. The MY MSUMC app presents 
users with a unique opportunity to interact with the conference by submitting prayer requests, recording audio of personal testimonies 
and posting comments via facebook and twitter. Plus, the ‘Our Districts’ feature shows a comprehensive list of district contact informa-
tion and even directions from the user’s current location—all from a mobile smart phone or tablet device.

Feel free to leave a comment about the app on the Mississippi United Methodist Conference facebook and twitter pages.


