
1
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Your  Connec t ion  to The Miss iss ipp i  Annua l  Conference

The Circuit Rider
Published  Friday  | Oct. 28, 2016

Back to Say Thank You

Our Values

T h e  P O W E R  o f  W e

Purpose:
 The Mississippi Annual 

Conference—empowered 
by love, generosity, justice 

and apprenticeship—forms 
spiritual leaders, faith 

communities and connections 
so more disciples of Jesus Christ 

transform the world.

Mission:
The mission of the Mississippi 
Annual Conference is to make 
disciples of Jesus Christ for the 
transformation of  the world.

2016 Special Edition  
of The Circuit Rider

is now available  
to view online! Go to:

http://bit.ly/28OxETH
Share Your News in  

The Circuit Rider
Contact The Circuit Rider at 

news@mississippi-umc.org.

In This Issue
word POWER   2
Bishop On the Move   2
Connecting   3
Faith Communities  7
Administry  8
Students  8
Save the Date /  
Announcements   10
Cares & Concerns  11
Recipe  11
Employment   12

Mississippi Conference
of The United Methodist Church

320-C Briarwood Drive
Jackson, Mississippi 39206

601.354.0515 | Fax 601.948.5982
www.mississippi-umc.org

LOVE GENEROSITY JUSTICE APPRENTICESHIP

Three men recently got together and returned to Bethlehem Center, 
the place where they bonded some 60 years ago as youth growing 
up in Jackson, Mississippi. Thanks to United Methodists, the center 
continues to serve the community and families in need. Read the 
story in the section Connecting on page 3. 
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Luke 19:1-10e 
New International Version (NIV)
Zacchaeus the Tax Collector

19 Jesus entered Jericho and was passing through. 2 A man was there by the name of Zacchaeus; he was a chief tax collector and was 
wealthy. 3 He wanted to see who Jesus was, but because he was short he could not see over the crowd. 4 So he ran ahead and climbed a 
sycamore-fig tree to see him, since Jesus was coming that way.

5 When Jesus reached the spot, he looked up and said to him,“Zacchaeus, come down immediately. I must stay at your house today.”6 So he 
came down at once and welcomed him gladly.

7 All the people saw this and began to mutter, “He has gone to be the guest of a sinner.”

8 But Zacchaeus stood up and said to the Lord, “Look, Lord! Here and now I give half of my possessions to the poor, and if I have cheated 
anybody out of anything, I will pay back four times the amount.”

9 Jesus said to him, “Today salvation has come to this house, because this man, too, is a son of Abraham. 10 For the Son of Man came to 
seek and to save the lost.”

Oct. 30-Nov. 2 (Sunday-Wednesday)  – Bishop Swanson will attend the Council of Bishops at St. Simons Island, Georgia.

Nov. 2-4, 2016 (Wednesday–Friday) – Bishop Swanson will be present for the Council of Bishops Extended Cabinet 
Summit in Jacksonville, Florida.

Nov.  4-7, 2016 (Friday-Monday),– Bishop Swanson will be present for the Connectional Table, Jacksonville, Florida.

Nov. 10, 2016  (Thursday) – Bishop Swanson will meet with the Senatobia District clergy and laity, 6:30 p.m.

Nov. 11, 2016  (Friday) – Bishop Swanson will attend the Rust College board of trustees meeting.

Nov. 13, 2016  (Sunday) – Bishop Swanson will offer greetings from Mississippi Conference during the Rust College 
150th Founders’ Celebration, 11:00 a.m.

Dec.  5-7, 2016  (Monday-Wednesday) – Bishop Swanson will attend Gammon Board of Trustees and Founders’ Day 
celebration. 

Dec. 11, 2016  (Sunday) – Bishop Swanson will preach the morning service at Forest UMC, Forest, Mississippi, Rev. Trey Harper is the pas-
tor.  

word POWER

Bishop On the Move

** It's Not Too Late!**
For more information: 
http://bit.ly/2e5WEtH

Africa 
University Tour

March 20-28, 2017

Contact Mississippi Conference District Offices

Living Out The POWER of We

with Bishop Swanson
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Connecting

Conference Leader Gives Prayer at Vigil             
Photo right: The Rev. Vickie White of the Mississippi Conference,  joined others who 
dressed in shades of purple for a vigil against domestic violence on Tuesday, Oct. 25, 
2016. Photo by Jasmine Haynes, Mississippi Conference Communications.

Recently, a candlelight vigil honoring those who lost their lives to domestic violence took 
place on the steps of the Mississippi State Capitol Building in Jackson.  The Mississippi 
Conference's Director of Connectional Ministries and Communications, the Rev. Vickie 
White, led the prayer for the occasion.  The  Mississippi Coalition Against Domestic 
Violence planned the event.

Mississippi United Methodists have a partnership with the Mississippi Coalition Against 
Domestic Violence to train clergy and laity on how to help victims of the abuse and their 
families. For more information about the partnership, go to  http://www.mississippi-umc.org/stopdomesticviolence. 

Media Report Methodist Against Domestic Violence             
Photo right: Experts say abusers often resort to spiritual abuse to keep victims from 
leaving. Photo: Courtesy WLOX.

A Mississippi television station is spreading the word that Mississippi United Methodists 
have united stop domestic violence. The Mississippi Conference has joined the Missis-
sippi Coalition Against Domestic Violence to teach clergy how to help victims of abuse. 
Clergy from across Mississippi were invited to participate in one of three training ses-
sions. To watch and read the report courtesy of WLOX, in Biloxi, Mississippi,  
visit http://bit.ly/2eHGMyc. For more information about the Mississippi Conference's 
initiative, go to http://www.mississippi-umc.org/stopdomesticviolence.

Gauging INM Success            
Mississippi United Methodists can track the Mississippi Conference's 
goal to the denominations campaign, Imagine No Malaria. The 
Mississippi Conference wants to save 100,000 lives from the killer 
malaria disease. The Circuit Rider will feature a barometer display-
ing the progress towards the target number. In Sub-Saharan Africa, 
malaria kills a child every two minutes. One bed net for the cost of 
$10 can protect up to four people. Local churches and groups are 
enthusiastically embracing this fundraiser. For more information on 
how to get involved, go to http://www.mississippi-umc.org/inm.

To see Facebook pictures and video from the latest church presen-
tation by INM field coordinator, Charity Gordon, go to 
http://bit.ly/2dRQC1n.

Message on Justice for VCC
By Tamica Smith Jeuitt, Communications Specialist, Mississippi Conference

Photo right: Rev. Joe Landrum is the pastor of Crystal Springs United Methodist Church, in Crystal Springs, Mis-
sissippi. 

The lyrics from the hit song "For What It's Worth," continue to assert their relevance since its debut 50 years ago by 
the American-Canadian rock band, Buffalo Springfield.

According to Wikipedia, the song was inspired by the Sunset Strip Curfew riots in Los Angeles back in 1966.  Con-
sequently, the number became known as the protest song.  

In preparing the hearts and minds of those at the table for the recent Mississippi Conference Vital Congregations 
Committee (VCC), the Rev. Joe Landrum played the tune for the meetings devotion. He invited VCC members to the sing-along.  Many of 
their voices elevated at the well-known chorus.
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"I think it's time we stop, hey, what's that sound?
Everybody look what's going down..."

At the end of the melody, Landrum welcomed members to share their thoughts triggered by the 
song.  
Immediate responses included:

"Black Lives Matter."
"The current political environment."
"Immigration."
"Schism in the church."

Landrum proceeded to state that "the world by no means has come to grips with race."   He ex-
plained how his thinking, Christian, and conversion experiences have always centered on justice, 
(a Core Value of the Mississippi Conference and theme for the 2017 annual conference session.)   
He shared briefly about his witness to race relations as a young boy to his adult years.  Landrum's 
bottom-line point to the group was to live justly.

Bishop James Swanson Sr. was present at the meeting.

"I've always loved that song. It's a thought-provoking song about choosing sides," Swanson stated. 
He wholeheartedly agrees with Landrum.

 "The church has got to understand we should politic so that our laws reflect our heart, but we have to know that's not the answer.  This is only 
a way to set up an environment where we protect those who cannot protect themselves.  The church's ultimate goal is not laws-our ultimate 
goal is to create a society where people love each other.  This can only happen with a relationship with Jesus Christ," said Swanson.

The Lay Leader for the Mississippi Conference, LaToya Redd Thompson voiced her thankfulness for Landrum's message as well.

"I was so appreciative of Pastor Landrum's perspective...Pastor Landrum demonstrated that loving people unconditionally, not in order to 
change them, but so that they know the love of Christ through us, is the most important job we all have -- lay and clergy," she said.

The vital congregations committee is a discernment body that ensures the ongoing effec tiveness and oneness of annual conference church-
es, ministries, and committees.

The extended cabinet nominates the membership which is comprised of nine churches (each represented by a pas tor plus a member). Once 
the call is accepted, the congregation recommends a pastor and a congregational member with demonstrated leadership ability.

The nine vital congregations are divided into three rotating classes (two, three, and four years).

Photo above right:  The Mississippi Conference Lay Leader, LaToya Red Thompson, was invited to attend the vital congregations commit-
tee meeting.

Disaster Recovery Update   
In December of 2015 tornadoes touched down in Marshall County, Mississippi causing immense damage throughout the area. In March 
2016, historic flooding ravaged parts of the Mississippi Delta. Since those events, many individuals and churches have responded out of 
Christian love to help their sisters and brothers recover from these disasters. As disaster response moves towards the closing phase, there 
are places where Mississippi United Methodists are still needed. View http://bit.ly/2frN85Y to read the full disaster recovery update from the 
Senatobia District. 

 

Barksdale to Serve on National Women's Mission Agency Advisory Group
By United Methodist Women Communications

Photo right courtesy of United Methodist Women

Kay Barksdale of Jackson, Mississippi, has begun serving a four-year term on the Program Advisory Group 
of the National United Methodist Women, the women's mission agency in The United Methodist Church.

Barksdale is one of 63 named to the Program Advisory Group, which counsels the national organization on 
its work with women, children and youth in the United States and around the world and serves as a liaison 
for local, district and regional United Methodist Women groups. The advisory group includes at least one 
representative from every "conference," a regional designation within The United Methodist Church that cov-
ers one to several U.S. states or areas.

Barksdale represents Mississippi Conference United Methodist Women.

Barksdale is a member of Galloway Memorial United Methodist Church in Jackson and volunteers with her 
church's homeless program, Grace Place. 
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She has served as communications director and president of the Mississippi Conference United Methodist Women and is on the development 
committee of the Methodist Children's Homes of Mississippi.

United Methodist Women is the women's mission organization within The United Methodist Church in the United States, focusing on the 
needs of women, children, and youth since 1869. Its programs promote spiritual growth, leadership development, transformative education, 
and service and advocacy. United Methodist Women members raise more than $15 million annually for mission with women, children, and 
youth in the United States and around the world.

For more information, contact Kay Barksdale at barksdale9222@bellsouth.net, or Yvette Moore, director of communications for 
United Methodist Women, at ymoore@unitedmethodistwomen.org or 212-870-3822.

'50s Youth Return to Bethlehem Center
By Tamica Smith Jeuitt, Communications Specialist, Mississippi Conference 

Photo right: From left to right, Willie Watts, Paul Hemphill, Mattie Johnson, and Arthur 
Brown in a classroom at Bethlehem Center in Jackson. Photo courtesy Bethlehem 
Center Inc.

Three men who attended the United Methodist mission, Bethlehem Center Inc., from 
1950 through 1960, recently returned to the center, located in Jackson, Mississippi. 
Arthur Brown, Willie Watts, and Paul Hemphill were welcomed by the center's director 
Mattie Johnson. She said she enjoyed hearing their stories about being the youth of the 
center. 

Watts, one of the former students, currently lives in Indiana. He posted the following 
comment on Bethlehem Center's Facebook page about his visit.

"Visiting the Bethlehem Center in my hometown, Jackson, Mississippi. I practically....
grew up at his place. It had a major impact on my life during my pre-teen and teenage 
years. It helped shape me into the person I am today. Thanks, Bethlehem Center.  

Another past student, Paul Hemphill of Florida, expressed his thoughts on the center's 
Facebook page too.

"Yesterday, my trip to the Bethlehem Center with my brother and cousin brought back so 
many great memories of my childhood in Jackson, Mississippi. The Bethlehem Center, 
the Farish Street Branch YMCA, and Farish Street Branch YWCA were cornerstone social service agencies in the neighborhood. Sadly, only 
the Bethlehem Center remains of the three."

Bethlehem Center is a national mission of The United Methodist Church serving low-income families and individuals through affordable child-
care, a free income tax assistance program, a counseling center, and various community development initiatives.

The mission of Bethlehem Center is to provide academic, health and community programs with a spiritual context.   The center's vision is to 
be an environment through which God transforms all who participate in the programs, enabling them to become who God calls them to be.

"Without the support of the church, we could not make it...We depend on donations to come in from the churches to help us make ends meet. 
We are doing some fund raisings on our own too. We are here for the children," said Johnson.

Currently, there are 35 children enrolled at the Bethlehem Center. Johnson and her workers care for them year-round. Her wish for each child 
is to have a positive experience as the former student.

For more information about Bethlehem Center Inc., visit http://www.bethlehemchildren.org/.

The POWER of We funded in part by your apportioned mission shares.

Rust College Sesquicentennial Celebration 1866-2016
Submitted to The Circuit Rider

Photo right: The Rust College A' Cappella choir was present when Mississippi lawmak-
ers presented a joint resolution to Rust for its 150 years of service in March 2016. Photo 
courtesy Mississippi Conference Communications.

There are more than 100 historically black colleges and universities, better known as 
HBCUs; across the country. In the late 1800's more than 4,000 HBCUs were formed 
through the South. While the majority of institutions sustained for a few years, few of 
these schools grew to be well-known institutions of higher learning, producing some of 
the nation's most successful black professionals. Rust College is one of the 11 United 
Methodist-related Historically Black Colleges and Universities supported by the Black College Fund. 
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The year 2016 marks a milestone for Rust College. Rust is celebrating 150 years of excellence. A celebration for Mississippi's first Methodist 
institution and first private "historically black" college. Founded by the Freedman's Aid Society of the Methodist Episcopal Church, the school 
was organized by missionaries from the North. They paved the way for adults and children to learn how to read and write.

(Visit http://bit.ly/2f48su5 to view the events scheduled for Nov. 6 - Nov.13 commemorating Rust's 150 years of service.)  

The Sesquicentennial 150th year is a time for friends, alumni, students, faculty and staff to honor the proud history of Rust College, celebrat-
ing its past, present, and future.

Rust has become an international leader in teaching, learning, extension service and research. The founders started the University with a vi-
sion for innovative education, and opened in 1866 accepting adults of all ages, as well as children, for instruction in elementary subjects.

In 1870, the school was chartered as Shaw University, honoring the Reverend S.O. Shaw, who made a gift of $10,000 to the new institution. 
In 1892, the name was changed to Rust University to avoid confusion with another Shaw University in Raleigh, N.C. The new name was a 
tribute to Richard S. Rust of Cincinnati, Ohio, Secretary of the Freedman's Aid Society. In 1915, the title was changed to the more realistic, 
Rust College.

A significant change in the administration of the institution took place in 1920 when Dr. M.S. Davage became president, the first African-Amer-
ican to hold that position. Dr. L.M. McCoy (1924), his successor, was the first alumnus to serve his Alma Mater as president. He was followed 
in 1957 by Dr. Earnest A. Smith, an alumnus, class of 1937. In 1967, Dr. William A. McMillan, a non-alumnus, assumed the presidency. In 
1993, Dr. David L. Beckley, an alumnus class of 1967, became the eleventh president of Rust College.

Rust's history and rich tradition of excellence have led to approximately 20,000 former students gracing the institution's hall; many completed 
only their elementary or secondary education. However, more than 7,500 have graduated from the college department. Among these alumni 
are leaders of the United Methodist Church and other church denominations, public school teachers and administrators, college presidents, 
lawyers, physicians, businessmen, government leaders, and ministers. Rust has improved the world and touched countless lives.

The Rust College family can take pride in knowing that the college will continue to build upon previous successes as it approaches the next 
150 years.

Rust invites their entire family to celebrate their achievements, The Bearcat spirit, and the triumph of 150 years.  

Celebrating Mission Grants
Serving Beyond Physical Health
By Laura Lea Williams, Mississippi Conference Staff

Photo right: A few of the attendants of the Vincent Chapel HEC ministry's Free Commu-
nity Health Advocate Training. Photo courtesy Vincent Chapel UMC.

Physical health is something in the back of many people's minds. From debating 
whether or not to take a sick day when the first sign of a cold arises to wondering if your 
joints used to pop that much, people think about their physical health. What people tend 
to neglect, however, is their spiritual health, according to members of Vincent Chapel 
United Methodist Church.

The Vincent Chapel Health Education Center began in 2014 to help nurture the mem-
bers of the Carrollton community. The center caters to improving the lives of members 
of the community by disseminating information that progresses a person's physical and 
spiritual health, along with material to help them emotionally, socially, and financially. 

Vincent Chapel's Health Education Center serves by reaching out to the community and meeting them at their spiritual and physical needs 
while also stirring up hope within the individuals and reinvigorating their love and faith in Jesus.

Through their mission grant, Vincent Chapel was able to afford supplies to start up their Health Education Center, including a blood pressure 
monitor, weight scale, and first aid kit. The members were also able to purchase supplies to serve food to those within the community as well 
as purchase supplies in case of a natural disaster. The Health Education Center also held a Community Health Advocate Training which was 
facilitated by Rev. Annie Williams and completed by Michael Jones, a registered nurse from the University of Mississippi Medical Center.

The members of Vincent Chapel are helping to revitalize their community through the Health Education Center. By utilizing their mission grant 
funds wisely and helping their community, Vincent Chapel is Living Out The POWER of WE.

The Mississippi Conference Connectional Ministries Mission Grants are a matching grant available to United Methodist churches and United 
Methodist sponsored or related agencies in Mississippi. Grants range from $500 to $2,500 per project, with one award of up to $10,000. They 
are awarded to form spiritual leaders, new places for new people, connections through existing congregations and engagement in ministry 
with the poor; therefore, living out the four Core Values of The POWER of We.  

The POWER of We funded in part by your apportioned mission shares. 
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Faith Communities

Central United Methodist Church Senior Ministry
Submitted to The Circuit Rider

Photo right: Pictured left to right: Johnnie Young, Dorothy Terry, Mildred Dille 
(President), Joann Chinn, and Virginia Wilson of Central United Methodist Church, 
Jackson, Mississippi. Not pictured was LaVerne Bass of Cade Chapel Baptist. Photo 
courtesy Central UMC.   

Several members and friends of the senior ministry at Central United Methodist 
Church recently spent time as Salvation Army volunteers, registering and entering 
data for Angel Tree applicants.

It was an enriching and very enjoyable experience as they gave of their time in 
service to a faith-based organization that is on the front line 24 hours, seven days a week. In addition to the members from Central, 
LaVerne Bass of Cade Chapel Baptist Church also participated. Golden Worshipers meet on the third Tuesday of each month at 11:00 
a.m. for food, fellowship, and learning.

Breast Cancer Awareness Month at Haven Chapel UMC - Meridian  
By Anita Betts, Communications Coordinator, Haven Chapel UMC   

October was a very exciting month for Haven Chapel United Methodist Church.  On Oct. 9, the 
church observed Breast Cancer Awareness Month during the morning worship. Members and 
friends were asked to wear a breast cancer t-shirt or anything pink as they remembered those 
taken, admired the survivors, and supported the fighters. The guest speaker was Sarah King, 
photo right, who is a member of St. Peter UMC in Marion, Mississippi. She is also the Director 
of Lay Ministries with the Meridian District Office.

To give attendees her insight on breast cancer awareness, King shared her own personal 
experience as a 25-year breast cancer survivor.  If she had shared nothing else with the con-
gregations about her experience, just mentioning that she was a 25-year survivor was indeed 
a blessing.  But because of her faith and her journey, King shared more. This is just a brief 
synopsis of her presentation:

"I didn't make it through this journey by myself.  Yes, hearing the doctor say 'you have cancer' scared me, but why should I question 
why I had cancer?  I wasn't any better than anyone else. No, I wasn't afraid to tell anyone I had cancer. There wasn't anything I did to 
get cancer. I didn't ask for this. But my faith, my family, my friends, my church family, and my God stood by me every step of the way.  
I'm grateful to be alive and grateful to say, I am a SURVIVOR!"

UMW Day at Little Zion UMC 
Submitted to The Circuit Rider

Photo right courtesy Little Zion UMC

Earlier this month the ladies of Little Zion United Methodist Church held their annual 
United Methodist Women Day program. The women wore black with pearl acces-
sories for the event for the occasion. The theme was "Women in the Midst of Trials 
and Tribulation." Those who attended said they were blessed by the message from 
the guest speaker Gwendolyn Joy Reddix. In the picture from left to right back row: 
Patricia Givens, Martha Whitfield, Wanda Allen, Catrina Magee, Gwendolyn Joy Red-
dix, Ivon Prewitt, Ida Jones, Patsy Watson. From left to right front row: Lynette Davis, 
Loretta Johnson, Bonnie Rhodes, Josephine McNair, and Vera Gilmore.

Little Zion UMC is under the leadership of Minister John Wayne Smith and District 
Superintendent Rev. Dr. Connie Sheldon.
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Administry

Liaison Switch, Hillman to Ray  
Submitted by Mississippi Conference Treasurer      

Photo right: Byrd and Sara Hillman Photo credit: Mississippi Conference Communica-
tions.

Photo below right: Katherine and Rev. Andy Ray during the 2012 annual conference 
session. Ray is the former Senatobia District Superintendent. Photo courtesy Senatobia 
District Facebook page.

The Board of Pension and the Board of Medical Benefits met and announced changes 
coming to the Retiree Benefits Liaison office. Byrd and Sara Hillman have faithfully 
served in that position since 2001 where they have shepherded hundreds and thousands 
of clergy and families over retirement, disability, and death of loved ones.  

As in all seasons, there is a time of change. Byrd Hillman will continue to serve the 
Board of Pension and the Board of Medical Benefits as the Retiree Liaison Emeritus. His 
responsibility in that position will be to resource the Boards.

The day to day work of the Liaison Office will be led by Reverend Andy Ray of Belden. Andy brings great gifts to the office. His under-
standing of the clergy benefits and the journey of clergy throughout their ministry will be very beneficial as he becomes the liaison for 
the clergy, retiree families, and the Conference Boards. His service as District Superintendent has prepared him well to lead in this 
office.

Andy will begin a training period with Byrd on November 1 and will continue work-
ing with Byrd through June 30, 2017. At that time Byrd will graduate to Emeritus and 
Andy will assume the reins of the Liaison work.

David Stotts, Conference Treasurer and Benefits Officer stated "I am very excited 
to be moving into these new relationships. We will have the best of both worlds. 
Effective July 1, 2017, Byrd and Sara will begin working with the boards sharing the 
history that is so important to the board work.   Andy and his wife Katherine will be 
resourcing the clergy and the boards in ways that they need guidance. Over this 
transition period, please feel free to contact either one of them. I give thanks to God 
for the wonderful ministry that I have been in with Byrd and Sara. I know that Andy 
and Katherine will assume the reins and take us to the next level of service to our 
retirees. To God belongs all the glory for these wonderfully talented and dedicated clergy couples."

Students

Wesley Foundations  
By Gwen Sisson, Starkville District News    

Photo right: A group posed for the camera during a Wesley Foundation gathering at 
Mississippi State University. Photo courtesy MSU Wesley Foundation. 

College is an incredibly formative time in the life of a student, and Wesley Founda-
tions play a vital role in campus life.

Hugh Griffith, director of the Wesley Foundation at Mississippi State University, said 
college students are going to grow and develop in some way -- positively or nega-
tively -- during their college experience, so it is urgent and crucial that students grow 
and develop in good and godly ways.  

"College students are 'good soil,' to borrow the image from Jesus' parable in Mat-
thew 13, Griffith said. "There's urgency in the fact not only good seed grows in good 
soil, but whatever is planted in good soil will grow and bear fruit, whether the fruit is 
desirable or not.  Wesley Foundation sows good seed -- Kingdom seed -- Gospel seed -- in the good soil of college students."

Gail Griffith, Wesley Foundation director at the Mississippi University for Women (and Hugh's sister) said college students are making 
some huge decisions that could/will effect the rest of their lives.
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"They are making career decisions, choosing lifetime friends, and many times decid-
ing who to marry," Gail Griffith said. "Of course, another decision is what role their 
faith will play in their life. It is important for a Christian presence to be on the college 
campuses to support and encourage students and to disciple them in their faith."

Hugh Griffith said his personal mission for student ministry is discipleship. Gail 
agrees. She said her personal mission is "to build relationships with students and 
disciple them so they in turn can build relationships and disciple other students."

"The bottom line is discipleship," Hugh Griffith said. "Starting wherever students are, 
we strive to help them grow in their knowing and their following of Jesus."

This brother-sister team is passionate and "on-fire" for college students in Missis-
sippi.

Hugh Griffith said the campus ministry of Wesley Foundations are an important min-
istry for the Methodist Church because "campus ministry serves students when they are away from home and no longer receiving the 
ministry of their home church like they did during their growing up days."

"College students are searching, and they are moldable," Gail Griffith said. "If we don't reach them while they are in college, we might 
not have another chance.  While our priority is that they have a relationship with Jesus Christ, the United Methodist Church must have a 
strong presence on the college campuses, or there will be a negative impact on the church."

Starkville District Superintendent Rev. Dr. Embra Jackson said he is thrilled to have two Wesley Foundations in the Starkville District -- 
one at Mississippi State, lead by Hugh Griffith, and one at the Mississippi University for Women, lead by Gail Griffith.

"Both of these persons are gifted in regard to working with college students," Jackson said. "They have both helped guide the students 
toward having a personal relationship with God over many years. They have also helped guide some of these students toward becom-
ing ministers. In addition, the Wesley Foundation students are engaged in missions on a regular basis. We are indeed blessed by our 
Wesley Foundations."

Wesley Foundations throughout the state need new partnerships with churches and individuals to provide funding to sustain the minis-
try they are doing and to support them as they strive to reach more students with more ministry.  It's a little-known statistic that Wesley 
Foundations are not fully funded by the Annual Conference.

"We're so grateful for the funds we receive from the mission shares," Hugh Griffith said.  "At MSU Wesley, the mission shares account 
for just 28 percent of our annual budget, leaving about $150,000 to be received from Friends-of-Wesley who know about our ministry 
and believe in what we're doing.  So if individuals, churches, Sunday school classes, circles or men's groups are interested in support-
ing us, we would love for you to become a new Friend-of-Wesley or a Campus-Church Partner!"

For more information about how you can impact Wesley Foundations, go to  www.mississippi-umc.org/higheredcampusministry. For 
more information about MSU Wesley, contact Hugh Griffith at hughgriffith2@gmail.com or MUW Wesley, contact Gail Griffith at  
gailgriff@yahoo.com. 

Photo above right: MUW Wesley: Mississippi University for Women Wesley Foundation hosted a Stop Hunger Now Packing event. 
Photo courtesy MUW Wesley Foundation.

Observing Children's Sabbath at Haven Chapel UMC  
Submitted by Anita Betts, Communications Coordinator    

Photo right courtesy of Haven Chapel UMC

Every third Sunday at Haven Chapel UMC, under the leadership of Rev. Marjorie 
Walker, the children and youth lead the service, except for the message.  But on 
October 16th, the congregation observed Children's Sabbath, and the children and 
youth were in charge of the entire service, even the message!  The Sanctuary was 
beautifully decorated to let people know that this day was all about God's children.  
Members of the Haven Chapel gave a special thanks to Avis Wilkins for the decora-
tions.

After the candles had been lit, Jimmyia Smith, liturgist, welcomed everyone with a 
warm greeting and a smile.  Aaliyah Stewart read the meaning of Children's Sabbath, 
followed by a clarinet selection, "Amazing Grace" from Chelsi Stewart and a gospel 
reading (Mark 10:13-16) by Hollie Moore III.  Witnesses were blessed with a sweet 
song by the Children's Choir singing "Everybody Ought to Know Who Jesus Is." The soloists we  Camilla and Danielle Barksdale. Carly 
Barksdale, Erianna Anthony, and Miya Osbourne also sang.

 After the offering had been taken up by our youth (Tyqon Billups, Jordan Falconer, and Hollie Moore III), there was a special prayer 
litany and candle lighting led by Jimmyia Smith, "We light this candle today for children killed by guns, violence...We light this candle 
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today for all the adults who work for laws to make guns hard to buy...."

The morning prayer was led by Jeremy Falconer.  The youth and children sang "God's Got a Blessing" (soloists were Jordan Falconer 
and Ethan Wright) followed by a musical step dance from Haven Chapel's Steppers, Jeremiah Anthony, Jordan Falconer, Hollie Moore 
III, Marquez McClendon, Willie Pickett, and Ethan Wright.

The service culminated with a powerful message from Jayla R. Smith titled, "God's Got This." It was short, sweet, and to the point.  She 
summed it up by saying, "...with all the gun violence, killings...you don't have to worry because God's got your back."

Haven Chapel extends appreciation for the children and youth leaders, Carol Falconer, Cathy Jones, Rhonda Smith, and Dawn Wright; 
pianist, Shelia Walker and the parents and guardians who make it a priority to bring their children to rehearsal.  The Rev. Marjorie 
Walker and all of the behind-the-scene workers are recognized for their support as well.  

Seven Springs UMC Anniversary
Oct. 30, 2016
Seven Spring United Methodist Church celebrates 150 years of mission, service, and ministry on Sunday, Oct. 30 at 3 p.m. The church 
is located at 4668 Seven Springs Road in Raymond, Mississippi. Call 601-857-8105 or email  sevenspringsumc@att.net for more 
details.

Mississippi Conference UMW District Officer's Training/Update 
Nov. 5, 2016 | Nov. 12, 2016 
Two opportunities for training and updating the work of each United Methodist Women officer will be offered again this year. Officers 
may attend either one of the following training sites.

• Saturday, Nov. 5, 2016 - Parkway Heights United Methodist Church, Hattiesburg, Mississippi
• Saturday, Nov. 12, 2016 - St. Mark United Methodist Church,  Tishomingo, Mississippi

Registrations is at 9 a.m. with opening session beginning at 9:30 a.m.  The meeting will conclude by noon.  Go to http://bit.ly/2f1cioO for 
the full details.

Simpson-Smith Cluster Harvest Fest
Nov. 6, 2016
The Simpson-Smith Cluster of United Methodist Churches invites you to their annual "Harvest Fest" service on Sunday, Nov. 6, 2015, 5 
p.m. at Mendenhall UMC. The Rev. Dianne Harms of the Raleigh UMC will deliver the message with cluster pastors participating in the 
service. There will be refreshments. For more information contact Barbara Fuller, 601-946-5613.

Camp Lake Stephens, Youth Spiritual Life Retreat
Nov. 11-13, 2016
The annual Youth Spiritual Life Retreat is a chance for youth in grades 7-12 to come and encounter God in a beautiful camp setting.  
While in the midst of God's creation, youth will have the opportunity to attend worship sessions led by gifted speakers and musicians, 
participate in small groups, and play and fellowship with one another.  Leading worship sessions for the weekend will be Trey Skaggs, 
along with Eddie Willis and the Narrow Path Band.  

For additional information, please contact Chap Fenwick at chap@camplakestephens.com. 

UMC #GivingTuesday
Nov. 29, 2016
Plans are underway for the 2016 United Methodist Church #GivingTuesday celebration! Last year, nearly 6,000 donors from 27 coun-
tries donated $2.8 million through The Advance to support mission and ministries around the world. Thank you for your faithful giving.

On Nov. 29, join with other United Methodists around the world to change more lives. You are sure to find a project that fits your passion 
and desire to make a difference. For more information, go to http://bit.ly/1vhz8fJ.

Baker's Chapel Live Nativity
Dec. 10-11, 2016
Baker's Chapel UMC will have a live nativity on Dec. 10-11, 2016 at the church from 6 p.m. to 9 p.m. The church is at 1965 Johnston 
Road in Hernando, Mississippi. Admission is free.

Camp Lake Stephens, Overflow
Jan. 14-16, 2017
Traditionally taking place over New Year's, Overflow has become a Camp Lake Stephens constant for now over 30 years!  Now for the 
first time, Overflow will take place during the Martin Luther King., Jr. weekend. Youth in grades 7-12 either individually or with their youth 

Save the Date  |  Announcements
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groups are invited to attend. Leading our worship sessions for the weekend will be Russ Polsgrove, along with Matt King and Austin 
Black.  Additionally, we are excited to announce the return of Big Al to the Camp Lake Stephens stage. For additional information, 
please contact Chap Fenwick at chap@camplakestephens.com.

Rest and Relax
Jan. 13-14, 2017
Save the date, Jan. 13 -14, 2017 for the event Relax and Rest - God Has Showered You With Blessings. This is a retreat for pastors 
and others seeking rest. For more information contact the Jubilee Center, a ministry of Heritage UMC in D'Iberville, Mississippi,  
jubileecenterdiberville@gmail.com.

Camp Lake Stephens, Confirmation Retreat 2017
Jan. 27-29, 2017
Confirmation retreat is designed to complement the confirmation program offered through your local church for students in grades 6-8.  
This retreat is a wonderful opportunity for confirmands throughout the Mississippi Conference to be in community and learn together 
what it means to be a Christian in the United Methodist tradition. For more information, call 662-234-3350.

The Gathering 2017
Feb. 24-26
The vision behind The Gathering is to create a high energy weekend conference for students to gather from all over Mississippi to cel-
ebrate the Lord and Savior. Organizers are committed to create a weekend event that is first-class quality with the best worship teams 
and communicators. Go to www.mississippi-umc.org/thegathering for early bird registration and more.

Lay Servant School Sponsored by Desoto Cluster
Feb. 25, 2017
The Desoto Cluster is hosting lay servant school at Hernando UMC on Saturday, Feb. 25, 2017. A barbecue lunch plate will be provided 
for $5.   Brochures with registration forms will be available later. 

View instructors here: http://files.constantcontact.com/c6cffd0c001/71a610e8-11b8-425e-a694-a92584fcb01b.pdf. 

Announcement
Deadline to Apply for 2016 Mission Grants 
October 31, 2016 
Apply now for the 2016 Connectional Ministries Mission Grants. These grants are established to strengthen missions in the local 
churches of our annual conference as the church reaches out to their communities in efforts to fulfill the purpose of the Mississippi An-
nual Conference. Grants range from $500 to $2,500 per project, with one award of up to $10,000.  

Visit http://www.mississippi-umc.org/2016missiongrants for more information.

UMC Events
Visit www.umc.org/news-and-media/looking-ahead-upcoming-events to see more educational opportunities and other upcoming 
events in the life of The United Methodist Church.  

Cares & Concerns
Rev. Charles Kelly
The Rev. Charles Kelly, retired (LP) of the Starkville District, passed away Oct. 27, 2016 in Macon, Mississippi.

Please join in praying for Mrs. Annie Kelly and the rest of his family and friends. Sympathies can be sent to Mrs. Annie Kelly at 3857 
Perkins Road, Macon, MS 39341.

Final arrangements have not been made. 

Bean Hot Dish

Brown onion, hamburger, and bacon. Add beans and other ingredients; bake  
for 1 hour and 20 minutes at 375 degrees in a 2-quart casserole.                                 

 — By Julie Fandel, from "Loaves and Fishes, A Collection of Favorites," St. Paul UMC, Ocean Springs, Mississippi  

Methodist Tested Recipes

1 (16 oz.) can lima beans
1 (16 oz) can kidney bean
1 (16 oz) can pork and beans
½ lb. hamburger
½ lb. bacon

1 c. chopped onion
½ c. ketchup
¾ c. brown sugar
1 tsp. salt 
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As a courtesy to the Mississippi Annual Conference, job announcements from across the United Methodist connection are featured in 
The Circuit Rider. To submit an employment notice, send an email to news@mississipppi-umc.org.  Postings are not guaranteed 
to appear more than once in Mississippi Conference publications. To read a description of job opening(s) listed below as well as 
other listings, go to www.mississippi-umc.org/employmentopportunities.

• Director of Connectional Ministries, Tennessee Conference of The UMC
• Executive Director at Camp Istrouma, Greenwell Springs, Louisiana UMC Conference

Employment 

Stay Connected
• Facebook: www.facebook.com/pages/The-Mississippi-United-Methodist-Conference/436491529732524
• Twitter: https://twitter.com/Mississippi_UMC
• You Tube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCSRtxv_Kix8IbYuHKRMLIjg
• Flickr: www.flickr.com/photos/119483421@N02/

Stay Connected with ConnecTText
Mississippi United Methodists with the ability to receive text messaging via phone are encouraged to sign up for ConnecTText. 
The service is another option for people to stay informed about important dates and other conference happenings.

To sign up for ConnecTText:
1. Remember, you must have the ability to get text messages on your phone. 
2. From your mobile phone, text the letters ‘MSUMC’ to the number 95577 and press send.
3. Wait a few seconds for a confirmation text and you’re connected!

Mississippi Conference’s Mobile App—MY MSUMC 
MY MSUMC—the Mississippi Conference of The United Methodist Church’s official mobile app—is available at no cost on all iPhone, 
Android, Galaxy and Blackberry phones and their corresponding pads and tablets. MY MSUMC allows easy access to the latest confer-
ence events, local UM news and The Circuit Rider. The MY MSUMC app presents users with a unique opportunity to interact with the 
conference by submitting prayer requests, recording audio of personal testimonies and posting comments via facebook and twitter. 
Plus, the ‘Our Districts’ feature shows a comprehensive list of district contact information and even directions from the user’s current 
location—all from a mobile smart phone or tablet device.


