
1

The Mississippi Conference Four Core Values are love, generosity, justice and apprenticeship. 
For more information, visit www.mississippi-umc.org/thepowerofwe.

Your  Connec t ion  to The Miss iss ipp i  Annua l  Conference

The Circuit Rider
Published  Wednesday  |  Oct. 28, 2015

Hands and Feet Project  

Our Values

T h e  P O W E R  o f  W e

Brookhaven District superintendent Heather Hensarling (wearing 
a scarf) helped tear out a floor in a home located in the Mississippi 
Delta this month. Tupelo District superintendent Rev. Jimmy Barnes 
(top left corner) and New Albany District superintendent Rev. Billy 
Owen (corner right) worked nearby. See story on page 3 to read 
more details about Mississippi Conference leaders joining in mission 
for Delta Grace.

Purpose:
 The Mississippi Annual 

Conference—empowered 
by love, generosity, justice 

and apprenticeship—forms 
spiritual leaders, faith 

communities and connections 
so more disciples of Jesus 

Christ transform the world.

Mission:
The mission of the Mississippi 
Annual Conference is to make 
disciples of Jesus Christ for the 
transformation of  the world.

2015 Special Edition  
of The Circuit Rider

Featuring events from the 
2015 annual conference  

sessions is now available  
to view online! Go to:

http://tinyurl.com/q9xnfsp
Share Your News in  
The Circuit Rider
For submission guidelines, visit 
www.mississippi-umc.org/
shareyournewsinthecircuit-
rider.
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All Saint’s Day
John 11:32:44 
New International Version (NIV)
32 When Mary reached the place where Jesus was and saw him, she fell at his feet and said, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother 
would not have died.”

33 When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who had come along with her also weeping, he was deeply moved in spirit and 
troubled. 34 “Where have you laid him?” he asked.

“Come and see, Lord,” they replied.

35 Jesus wept.

36 Then the Jews said, “See how he loved him!”

37 But some of them said, “Could not he who opened the eyes of the blind man have kept this man from dying?”

Jesus Raises Lazarus From the Dead
38 Jesus, once more deeply moved, came to the tomb. It was a cave with a stone laid across the entrance. 39 “Take away the stone,” 
he said.

“But, Lord,” said Martha, the sister of the dead man, “by this time there is a bad odor, for he has been there four days.”

40 Then Jesus said, “Did I not tell you that if you believe, you will see the glory of God?”

41 So they took away the stone. Then Jesus looked up and said, “Father, I thank you that you have heard me. 42 I knew that you al-
ways hear me, but I said this for the benefit of the people standing here, that they may believe that you sent me.”

43 When he had said this, Jesus called in a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out!”44 The dead man came out, his hands and feet wrapped 
with strips of linen, and a cloth around his face.

Jesus said to them, “Take off the grave clothes and let him go.”

Mark 12:28-34 
New International Version (NIV)
The Greatest Commandment
28 One of the teachers of the law came and heard them debating. Noticing that Jesus had given them a good answer, he asked him, 
“Of all the commandments, which is the most important?”

29 “The most important one,” answered Jesus, “is this: ‘Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one.[a] 30 Love the Lord your God 
with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind and with all your strength.’[b] 31 The second is this: ‘Love your neighbor 
as yourself.’[c] There is no commandment greater than these.”

32 “Well said, teacher,” the man replied. “You are right in saying that God is one and there is no other but him. 33 To love him with all 
your heart, with all your understanding and with all your strength, and to love your neighbor as yourself is more important than all burnt 
offerings and sacrifices.”

34 When Jesus saw that he had answered wisely, he said to him, “You are not far from the kingdom of God.” And from then on no one 
dared ask him any more questions.

word POWER

Bishop’s Journal

An Invitation to All: 
The Holy Land tour is February 11-20, 2016 and the registration deadline is quickly 
approaching.  For more information, go to http://tinyurl.com/nnmq478, or you may 
contact Joy Carr at carrhaus@comcast.net for details too. We don’t want you to 
miss out on this rich experience. Come and be blessed!

Bishop on the Move
Mark your calendar to attend events where Bishop James E. Swanson Sr. will be 
visiting in the upcoming days. 

• Nov. 1-5, 2015 (Sunday-Thursday) - Bishop Swanson will attend the Resident 
Bishop Fall Learning Retreat at Lake Junaluska, in North Carolina.
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Bishop Swanson Interviewed on Initiative 42   
Mississippi Conference Communications

Photo right: Tamica Smith Jeuitt (left) listens as Bishop James Swanson Sr. talks 
about public education. His wife Delphine is a retired school teacher.

Mississippians will have the opportunity to vote in the Nov. 3, 2015 General Election 
either in favor of, or against, Initiative 42 and/or Alternative 42A. 

Before voters decide on one of these plans for funding public education, Bishop James 
Swanson Sr. is speaking out. He wants to make sure people know how to mark their 
ballot so that their vote will be counted. Swanson stated he was compelled to inform 
not only the Mississippi Conference, but the general public following arguments that the ballot was confusing or “tricky,” according media 
reports.

In an interview with Tamica Smith Jeuitt, senior communications specialist for the Mississippi Conference, Swanson discusses his concerns 
about the ballot layout, why public education is so important to him, and whether he’s had conversations with supporters and opponents of 
Initiative 42. He also expressed his thoughts about the Mississippi state representative who apologized for bringing race in the matter of Initia-
tive 42.

Watch Swanson’s interview here: https://vimeo.com/143656738. For full explanations of Initiative 42 and Alternative 42A published by the 
Mississippi Secretary of State’s office, visit http://tinyurl.com/qxodsom.   

Mississippi Conference Cabinet: Hands and Feet Project       
Mississippi Conference Communications

Photo right: The Rev. Connie Shelton, East Jackson District superintendent joined 
in song with children at Greenwood First United Methodist.

Photo middle right: It was youth Sunday at Grenada First United Methodist 
Church where Starkville District superintendent Rev. Embra Jackson preached.

Photo bottom right: Bishop Swanson looks on as Rev. Andy Ray, Senatobia 
District superintendent and Dean of the Cabinet makes repairs.

A combination of little skill and willing hearts produced what some members of the 
Mississippi Annual Conference might call a Glory Sighting -- God at work.

A combination of little skill and willing hearts produced what some members of the 
Mississippi Annual Conference might call a Glory Sighting -- God at work. 

On Tuesday, October 20, Mississippi Conference leaders including the bishop 
and district superintendents joined in mission projects for Delta Grace, a United 
Methodist program housed on the campus of Sunflower United Methodist Church, 
in Sunflower, Miss.  Delta Grace, matches teams with those in need of home re-
pairs within the poverty stricken Mississippi Delta.  The area is in the conference’s 
Greenwood District, led by district superintendent Rev. Mattie Gipson. 

Sunflower’s pastor, Rev. Veronica Pritchard said Gipson has been at her side for 
several presentations to the Cabinet about Delta Grace. Both of them felt having 
a mission experience would give the leadership an even greater understanding of 
the ministry, so they planned the mission trip.   

For four hours, leaders made restorations to a couple of homes on the same street 
in the city of Moorehead.  Cameras captured them working on ceilings, floors, 
painting, and operating electric saws. They even spoke with families they were 
helping. Some of the local pastors in the Greenwood District had a chance to step 
away from the pulpit to welcome a district superintendent as the guest preacher.

Visit http://tinyurl.com/p5hj6s5 to see pictures of Cabinet’s hands and feet 
project for Delta Grace.  For more information about Delta Grace, go to http://del-
tagrace.org/.

The Cabinet provides oversight and direction for the work of the annual confer-
ence, districts, and local churches. The Cabinet works as a unit on developing the 
appointments for the ministerial members, which are made or fixed by the bishop.

Connecting
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Williams Joins MS Conference Staff       
The Mississippi Conference office staff welcomes Laura Lea Williams (photo right)  to the position of reception-
ist. Williams is a recent graduate of Mississippi State University where she earned her Bachelor of Arts in com-
munication (with an emphasis in public relations and broadcasting). She has been a lifelong member of The 
United Methodist Church and grew up attending Senatobia First United Methodist Church in Senatobia, Miss. 
She was a youth delegate to the Mississippi Annual Conference session as junior in high school.

Africa University Leader Reflects on First Year    
United Methodist News Service (UMNS)      

Africa University Vice Chancellor Munashe Furusa (photo left) sat down with United Methodist News 
Service for a question-and-answer session about his first year at the United Methodist university 
in Zimbabwe. He talked about efforts to get more professors with doctorates, changes in awarding 
scholarships and the university’s potential. To read the story, go to www.umc.org/news-and-media/
africa-university-leader-reflects-on-first-year-on-the-job.  

New Features Enhance Find-A-Church       
United Methodist News Service (UMNS)

Today’s tech-savvy seekers turn to the Internet as their primary source for information. United Methodist churches can reach out 
through an updated profile on Find-A-Church, which now allows easily viewed events, social media and worship information.Visit www.
umc.org/news-and-media/enhanced-find-a-church-features-now-available to read more.

Notice to Mississippi Conference churches: Be sure to review your church listing on the Mississippi Conference website (www.missis-
sippi-umc.org) for accuracy (including telephone numbers, email addresses, websites, Facebook pages, worship times and complete 
physical address).

File photo by Vicki Brown, UMNS.

Faith Communities

Historic Bond UMC Celebrates 130 Years of Service         
By Rev. James Hall, Pastor of Bond UMC, Wiggins, Miss.

Photo right: Many years ago, a church member painted this portrait of the old Bond United Meth-
odist Church building. It can be viewed at the new church.

Bond United Methodist Church -- the little church by the side of the road, on Highway 49, just a 
smidgen north of Wiggins, Miss. -- rose up among the piney woods of northern Harrison County 
130 years ago in1885. The church predates Stone County, which was created in 1916, by nearly 30 
years. Bond, itself was a town which dissolved after the pine timber boom of the early 1900s. Bond 
UMC is believed to be the oldest continuously serving Methodist congregation, and one of the old-
est Christian churches, in Stone County. The church recently celebrated 130 years of service with 
guest minister, Brother Ronald Alexander of Baxterville Baptist Church preaching on Oct. 22-23. 
The church will have its homecoming service and dinner Nov. 1, 2015. Service starts at 10:30 a.m. All are invited to attend. 

Senatobia District Methodist Women Gather Together        
By Cynthia Laird, Certified Lay Servant, Senatobia District

Photo right: These ladies received 5 Star Mission Giving certificates on behalf of their 
UMW units. From left to right: Mickey Sealy, Edna Cave, Nell Inman, Laura Grubbs, Fran-
ces Curry, and Pauline Scales.

On Oct. 24, 2015, Pleasant Hill United Methodist Church hosted the annual meeting of 
the Senatobia District United Methodist Women.  Rev. David Laird opened the service 
with a prayer, and Jeanne Liming, Pleasant Hill UMW president, welcomed everyone to 
the meeting.

Ruth Ann Hale, director of development and public relations of the Baddour Center, 
shared news of the Baddour Center, and encouraged people to schedule a visit.  The Baddour Center provides a place where men and 
women who have mild to moderate intellectual challenges, can develop their fullest potential -- and lead happy fulfilling lives.  
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The Baddour Center, located in Senatobia, Mississippi, was originally the Baddour family farm.  In 1978, the Baddour Center was 
opened with the help of the United Methodist Church.  The beautiful 120 acre campus has a clinic, a chapel, a greenhouse operation, 
and 16 group homes for the residents.

Laura Grubbs, Senatobia District UMW president, shared news of the 2017 celebration of 150 years of United Methodist Women. Each 
unit was encouraged to begin gathering photos and other memorabilia as part of the scrapbooking project. Each unit will use some of 
these items on poster boards for the celebration.

Thanks be to God, as the UMW approaches 150 years of dedicated service to the Lord in the cause of missions! 

Vital Signs Reporting: Why is it important?        
From the Mississippi Conference Office of Faith Community Formation 

Just as it’s important for a doctor to know and understand a person’s vital signs -- blood pressure, heart rate, oxygen level -- it’s also 
important for a local church to know and understand their vital signs.

Making disciples, growing vital congregations and transforming the world is part of a 
spiritual adventure that is empowered by the Holy Spirit as churches engage in the 
means of grace. Spiritual goals are accomplished by connecting the means of grace 
with proven vital church practices such as planning, strategic direction, prioritization, clear focus and alignment.

Congregations that understand where they have been and what has affected the current reality of their church are better equipped to 
see the possibilities for their future. A congregation that understands their history will benefit as they set goals for their future and use 
the VitalSigns Dashboard to track and measure their progress and capture stories of God at work each week. 

The VitalSigns Dashboard was [and is] designed to help congregations follow their progress on the goals they set each year, allowing 
them to track: 

• Weekly attendance
• Professions of faith or reaffirmation of faith
• Number of small groups
• Small group participation
• Engagement in Mission and Outreach
• Support of (giving to) Missions around the world
• Giving to “Support the Ministry of the Congregation” (pledges and offerings)

If your church is not currently receiving the email reminder notification, please update your church’s VitalSigns Dashboard profile here: 
https://mississippi-reg.brtapp.com/VitalSignsSignUp.

NOTE: When providing an email address, because of itinerancy, it is preferable that each church have an email address that links to the 
church rather than to the pastor.

For more information, visit the Mississippi Annual Conference VitalSigns webpage (www.mississippi-umc.org/vitalsigns).

Questions or need assistance? Contact Jane Horstman, administrative assistant in the Faith Community Formation Office at jhorst-
man@mississippi-umc.org or 769-243-7072. 

Students

Jones County Junior College Wesley 
By Allyson Willis, Mississippi Conference Campus Ministry Consultant

Photo right: Weekly meetings at the Jones County Community College Wesley Foun-
dation include lunch and devotion.  

Jones County Junior College Wesley Foundation located in Ellisville, Miss., features a 
unique combination of leadership.  There are two wonderful local professors who have 
a heart for Christ and want to share his love with the students on their campus.  Joanna 
Cooley and John Burks stepped up to lead the Wesley Foundation at JCJC.  They pour 
their hearts into the lives of these students each week. 

Do you have a connection to JCJC?  Would you like to help them in increasing the 
ministry with these students? By participating in their upcoming disc golf tournament on 
Nov. 14, at 9 a.m., you can help three ways-purchase a $75 hole sponsorship, enter the 
competition for $25 per person, or make a general donation of any amount.

Mail checks to: Jones County Junior College / Attn: JCJC Wesley Foundation Turkey Toss D.G.T. / P.O. Box 8173 / Ellisville, MS  39437
Need more information or want to send a note of encouragement? Send it to john.burks@jcjc.edu and joanna.cooley@jcjc.edu. 
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Youth at Fallout Tour in Oxford 
Pictures from the latest Gathering Fallout Tour have been released.   

Camp Lake Stephens in Oxford, Mississippi recently hosted the second stop on The Gather-
ing Fallout Tour. Youth that attended were a part of an interactive crowd led by DJ Blaha, Big 
Al and spoken word artist, Lo Alaman. 

The purpose of The Gathering Fallout Tour is to bring young people from all around the 
conference some of the uplifting artist that will take center stage at The Gathering weekend 
conference in Jackson, Feb. 26-28, 2016. 

Attendance to The Gathering Fallout Tour is free.  The next stop is at St. Paul UMC in Ocean 
Springs.  

To register online, go to https://mississippi-reg.brtapp.com/GatheringTourFall2015. Make plans to attend as this tour leads to The 
Gathering 2016! 

Check out the photos here: www.flickr.com/photos/119483421@N02/sets/72157660425158995.

Does Scouting Change Lives? 
United Methodist News Service (UMNS)

A three-year survey of young people ages 6-12 in the Philadelphia area shows the more time kids spend in scouting, the better the 
outcomes in character development. The survey (www.gcumm.org/news/does-scouting-change-lives-you-bet) found children who 
engage in scouting report positive changes in hopefulness, helpfulness, obedience, cheerfulness, kindness and trustworthiness. A Tufts 
University team did the research. United Methodist Men oversees the denomination’s scouting ministries.  

Save the Date  |  Announcements

Annual Racial Reconciliation Celebration
Nov. 4, 2015
Mission Mississippi will host the Racial Reconciliation Celebration Summit Fundraising Luncheon on Wednesday, Nov. 4 2015 at the 
Jackson Convention Complex in Jackson, Mississippi. Dr. Ronnie Floyd, President of the Southern Baptist Convention and Dr. Jerry 
Young President of the National Baptist Convention will lead the dialog. Visit http://tinyurl.com/nwt2gap for details.

Jubilee Center Beginning Two Monthly Events
Nov. 6-7, 2015
• D’Iberville City Manager to be guest speaker at Nov. 6 Lunch & Learn Series
D’Iberville City Manager, Bobby Eleuterius will be the speaker at the first Lunch & Learn to be held Friday, Nov.6 noon to 1 p.m. at the 
Jubilee Center. Cost is $10 per person, includes lunch.  For reservations call 228-392-4288 or email jubileecenter@cableone.net.   

• Support Group for Parents and Family of LGBT children meets Nov. 7 at 10 a.m.
On the first Saturday of the month, beginning Nov. 7 at 10 a.m., the Jubilee Center will host a support group for parents and family 
members of LGBT children. For more information call 228-392-4288.

The Jubilee Center is located at 4322 Popps Ferry Road, D’Iberville (behind Heritage UMC).

Marriage Conference (CEU credit)
Nov. 7-8, 2015
New Hope United Methodist Church will hold a marriage conference “Preventing Unhealthy Marriages” on Nov. 7-8, 2015. The church 
is located at 2216 Hwy 550 NW in Wesson, Miss. Those attending can receive one CEU credit for attending both days and .5 CEU for 
attending one day. For more information, contact Rev. Dr. Mike Lips at 601-596-3380.

Lewisburg UMC Bazaar
Nov. 7, 2015
The Lewisburg United Methodist Church at 56 Vaughn Lane in Olive Branch, Miss., will be having their bazaar on Nov. 7, 2015. It be-
gins at 9 a.m. and ends 1 p.m.  Gumbo and all the trimmings will be served. 

Meadville UMC Bazaar
Nov. 7, 2015
The yearly bazaar at the Meadville United Methodist Church (Brookhaven District) will be held Saturday Nov. 7, 2015, 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
The event will feature jams and jellies as well as hand-made craft items of all kinds available for purchase. Breakfast and lunch will also 
be available.
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Crossgates UMC Concert
Nov. 8, 2015
Crossgates United Methodist Church in Brandon, Miss. invites everyone to the final installment of their concert series featuring Dr. Bob 
Knupp on Sunday, Nov. 8, 2015 at 3 p.m. Knupp is the coordinator of organ studies at Mississippi College and organist at Galloway 
Memorial UMC in Jackson.  Admission is free.  For more information, please e-mail Ben Turner at bturner@crossgatesumc.org.

Camp Lake Stephens: Youth Spiritual Life Retreat
Nov. 13-15, 2015
The Youth Spiritual Life Retreat at Camp Lake Stephens provides an avenue for youth to connect to God through worship, fellowship, 
and fun, while spending time in the beauty of God’s creation. The retreat will be taking place Nov. 13-15, 2015. Junior and senior high 
youth are encouraged to attend. For more information, contact Chap Fenwick at chap@camplakestephens.com or call 662-234-3350.

Camp Lake Stephens - Older Adult Fall Trip to Nashville
Dec. 8-10, 2015
Camp Lake Stephens is sponsoring an older adult trip to Nashville Dec. 8-10, 2015.   Participants will be visiting several United Meth-
odist churches and organizations (i.e. Upper Room, Publishing House, General Board of Discipleship, West End UMC). Go to http://
tinyurl.com/pljoq7f to view the flyer for details.

Senatobia District Lay Servant Training
Feb. 13, 2016
The DeSoto County Cluster of the Senatobia District is sponsoring lay servant training event on Saturday Feb. 13 at Hernando United 
Methodist Church. Registration fee must be in the district office by Feb. 4, 2015. For more details, go to http://tinyurl.com/qfcham3.

The Gathering 2016: Balancing Act
Feb. 26-28, 2016
The vision behind The Gathering is to create a high energy weekend conference for students to gather from all over the Mississippi to 
celebrate our Lord and Savior. Our commitment is to create a weekend event that is as first-class quality as you could find anywhere 
else in the country, with the best worship teams and communicators. Go to www.mississippi-umc.org/thegathering to register and 
view video from previous events.

Calling All Clergywomen of the Mississippi Annual Conference
Save the Date: April 4, 2016
Bishop James Swanson Sr. invites you to join him on April 4, 2016, 9:30 a.m. - 1 p.m.  This informal time of conversation with the 
Bishop will be held in the Metro Jackson area.  More details will be announced later. Spread the word!

UMC Events
Visit www.umc.org/news-and-media/looking-ahead-upcoming-events to see more educational opportunities and other upcoming 
events in the life of The United Methodist Church.  

Announcements
Two Days to Apply for Mission Grants - Deadline Oct. 30, 2015
Mission Grants are established to strengthen missions in the local churches of the Mississippi Annual Conference as the church 
reaches out to their communities in efforts to fulfill the purpose of the conference.

Grants range from $500 to $2,500 per project, with one award of up to $10,000. For more information, go to www.mississippi-umc.
org/2015missiongrants.

General Board of Church and Society Internship Program 
The General Board of Church and Society (GBCS) is accepting applications for its winter/spring internship program. Applicants must be 
18 years of age. Go to http://tinyurl.com/oaqh6bb to read more requirements.

United Theological Seminary Welcoming Comments
United Theological Seminary will be hosting an evaluation visit on Feb. 22-25, 2016, for reaffirmation of accreditation with the Commis-
sion on Accrediting of the Association of Theological Schools (ATS). In preparation for this visit, interested parties are invited to submit 
any substantive comments on how well United is fulfilling its mission. For more information and to submit comments, go to http://ti-
nyurl.com/polvqvb.

Free Advent Resources and More
For a limited time only receive 100 free door-hangers printed with your church information.  Items must be ordered by Nov. 1 to 
arrive by Thanksgiving. Go to http://shop.umc.org/rethink-church/advent-resources for more details and other products.
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2016 Annual Conference Session Dates Set
 Bishop James E. Swanson Sr. announces the 2016 Session of the Mississippi Annual Conference  

will be June 9-11, 2016. Pre-conference workshops will be held on Wednesday, June 8, 2016. 

Plan Ahead for UMC Special Sundays with Offerings 
The United Methodist Church designates a number of Sundays throughout the year as opportunities for recognizing and supporting 
particular ministries. These are referred to as Special Sundays and most include an offering used to fund the work of these programs. 
Special Sundays fall into three different categories. For more information and promotional resources, go to www.umc.org/how-we-
serve/special-sundays.

Sensing the Call to Planting or Revitalizing Churches?
The Mississippi Conference office of faith community formation wants to hear from those sensing a call to planting or revitalizing 
churches. They can email their name and contact information to Jane Horstman at jhorstman@mississippi-umc.org. To receive 
tips, updates and details on events pertaining to the new church starts and church revitalization, text “faithcommunities” to the number 
95577.

Zach’s Sausage and Rice

Place 3 to 4 tablespoons olive oil in bottom of sauté pan. Chop green onions  
bell pepper and mushrooms; sauté until crisp-tender. Add chopped garlic and  
cook a little more. Add sliced turkey sausage and cook until heated through. Serve over cooked rice. Season to taste.                                                  

  — By Zach Harvey in “Loaves and Fishes” published by Ocean Springs St. Paul UMC

Methodist Tested Recipes

Olive oil
1 bunch green onions
1 red bell pepper
8 oz. fresh mushrooms
1 clove chopped garlic

1lb turkey sausage (smoked sausage)
2 c. cooked rice
Salt and pepper to taste
Squeeze of lemon juice to taste

As a courtesy to the Mississippi Annual Conference, job announcements from across the United Methodist connection are featured in 
The Circuit Rider. To submit an employment notice, send an email to news@mississipppi-umc.org.  Postings are not guaranteed 
to appear more than once in Mississippi Conference publications. To read a description of job opening(s) listed below as well as 
other listings, go to www.mississippi-umc.org/employmentopportunities.

• Full-time Director of Youth Ministry at Grace Community UMC - Shreveport, LA
• Minister of Recreation at Christ UMC - Jackson, MS
• Children and Youth Minister at First UMC Greenwood - Greenwood, MS

Employment 

Stay Connected

www.facebook.com/pages/The-Mississippi-United-Methodist-Conference/436491529732524

https://twitter.com/Mississippi_UMC www.youtube.com/channel/UCSRtxv_Kix8IbYuHKRMLIjg

www.flickr.com/photos/119483421@N02/

Stay Connected with ConnecTText
Mississippi United Methodists with the ability to receive text messaging via phone are encouraged to sign up for ConnecTText. 
The service is another option for people to stay informed about important dates and other conference happenings.

To sign up for ConnecTText:
1. Remember, you must have the ability to get text messages on your phone.
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2. From your mobile phone, text the letters ‘MSUMC’ to the number 95577 and press send.
3. Wait a few seconds for a confirmation text and you’re connected!

Mississippi Conference’s Mobile App—MY MSUMC 
MY MSUMC—the Mississippi Conference of The United Methodist Church’s official mobile app—is available at no cost on all iPhone, 
Android, Galaxy and Blackberry phones and their corresponding pads and tablets. MY MSUMC allows easy access to the latest confer-
ence events, local UM news and The Circuit Rider. The MY MSUMC app presents users with a unique opportunity to interact with the 
conference by submitting prayer requests, recording audio of personal testimonies and posting comments via facebook and twitter. 
Plus, the ‘Our Districts’ feature shows a comprehensive list of district contact information and even directions from the user’s current 
location—all from a mobile smart phone or tablet device.


