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Learn how The POWER of We fuels our beliefs.  

A collection of stories that model each of The Mississippi Conference Core Values (tabs shown at 
left); love, generosity, justice and apprenticeship can be found at the links listed below.

LOVE:  Visit www.mississippi-umc.org/love

GENEROSITY: Visit www.mississippi-umc.org/generosity

JUSTICE: Visit www.mississippi-umc.org/justice

APPRENTICESHIP: Visit www.mississippi-umc.org/apprenticeship

Your  Connec t ion  to The Miss iss ipp i  Annua l  Conference

The Circuit Rider
Wednesday  |  October 15, 2014

“Serve well.”

Our Values

LOVE

GENEROSITY

JUSTICE

APPRENTICESHIP

T h e  P O W E R  o f  W e

Bishop James E. Swanson, Sr. is praying over one of several 
teams that are carrying out action plans for Transforming Commu-
nities through Health Care Ministry across Mississippi. The teams 
met October 5-7 at Camp Wesley Pines. See story on page 2.

**2014 Convocation on The Black Church – Oct. 24-25**
For more information, go to  

http://mississippi-www.brtsite.com/eventdetail/428287.

2014 Annual   
Conference Session 
Review
Visit the links below to view or 
download the following:

• 2014-2015 Mississippi Con-
ference Appointments: www.
mississippi-umc.org/2014
2015msconferenceappoint-
ments

• Special Annual Conference 
Edition of The Circuit Rider: 
www.mississippi-umc.org/2
014annualconferencespecia
leditionofthecircuitrider

Share Your News in  
The Circuit Rider
For submission guidelines, visit 
www.mississippi-umc.org/
shareyournewsinthecircuit-
rider.

Stop Hunger Now -
Track the Goal!
Visit www.facebook.com/
msacshngoal to keep track of 
the Mississippi Conference’s 
2014 goal of one million meals 
packed for Stop Hunger Now.

In This Issue
word POWER   2
Bishop’s Journal   2
Connecting   2
Faith Communities   4
Students   5
Administry   5
Save the Date /  
Announcements   6
Recipe   9
Employment   10

Matthew 22:37-39

Matthew 22:37-39

Micah 6:8

Matthew 28:18-20

Mississippi Conference
of The United Methodist Church POWER

The
Weof

320-C Briarwood Drive
Jackson, Mississippi 39206

601.354.0515 | Fax 601.948.5982
www.mississippi-umc.org

L i v i n g  O u t



2

Matthew 22: 15-22
New International Version (NIV)
Paying the Imperial Tax to Caesar

15 Then the Pharisees went out and laid plans to trap him in his words. 16 They sent their disciples to him along with the Herodians. 
“Teacher,” they said, “we know that you are a man of integrity and that you teach the way of God in accordance with the truth. You 
aren’t swayed by others, because you pay no attention to who they are. 17 Tell us then, what is your opinion? Is it right to pay the impe-
rial tax to Caesar or not?”

18 But Jesus, knowing their evil intent, said, “You hypocrites, why are you trying to trap me? 19 Show me the coin used for paying the 
tax.” They brought him a denarius, 20 and he asked them, “Whose image is this? And whose inscription?”

21 “Caesar’s,” they replied.

Then he said to them, “So give back to Caesar what is Caesar’s, and to God what is God’s.”

22 When they heard this, they were amazed. So they left him and went away.

word POWER

Bishop On the Move
Mark your calendars to attend events where Bishop James E. Swanson Sr. will be visiting in the upcoming 
days.

• October 19, 2014 (Sunday)
Bishop Swanson will be the guest speaker for the annual camp meeting held at Mt. Pleasant United Methodist 
Church in Lucedale, Mississippi beginning at 4:30 p.m.

• October 24-25, 2014 (Friday and Saturday)
The Mississippi Conference Convocation on the Black Church will host a banquet at 7:00 p.m. and Bishop 
Swanson will be the speaker. Bishop Swanson will also be presenting during the convocation on Saturday, 
October 25 at the Brandon Conference Center located at 1000 Municipal Drive in Brandon, Mississippi.

• November 2-8, 2014 (Sunday through Saturday)
Bishop Swanson will be at the Council of Bishops in Oklahoma City, Oklahoma.

• November 16, 2014 (Sunday)
St. Luke’s United Methodist Church in Jackson will begin worship service at 10:15 a.m. and Bishop Swanson will preach during that 
service.

Bishop’s Journal

GBCS Lead Districts’ Health Care Ministry Training 
Tamica Smith-Jeuitt, Sr. Communications Specialist, Mississippi Conference

Photo right: Rev. Cynthia Abrams, Kristin Kumpf, Rev. Dr. Detra 
Bishop and Rebecca Cole began planning  the recent health ministry 
training for Mississippi in January 2014.   

Could Mississippi United Methodists be casting the vision for a 
healthier Mississippi?  

This may be the case now that teams representing districts of the Mis-
sissippi Annual Conference have committed to improving and promot-
ing healthier lifestyles in their churches and their communities. The 
teams (totaling 50 participants) recently gathered for the Transforming 
Communities through Health Care Ministry Training at Camp Wes-
ley Pines in Hazlehurst, Mississippi. Staff from the General Board of 
Church and Society (GBCS) led them over three days in discussions 
on health care, even sharing tough truths around the church’s role in 
nurturing unhealthy eating habits.  

Connecting
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Photo right: Bishop Swanson (seated) is joined by the Mississippi 
Annual Conference health care ministry.

Transforming Communities through Health Care Ministry equips faith-
based advocate teams for the incarnational work of health care justice 
in the community. Participants gain skills in health advocacy and 
community organizing that prepares them for motivating community 
leadership in building transformative health care ministries. The train-
ing also called for teams to complete an action plan that addressed 
local community needs.  

Resident Bishop for the Mississippi Area of The United Methodist 
Church, Bishop James Swanson, Sr., joined the teams on the last day 
offering them encouraging advice to stay the course in opposition of 
the health ministry.  

 “Coca-Cola isn’t going to be too happy about it, your body isn’t going to be happy about you getting up doing exercise; take what 
you have learned here and serve well. You have got to keep moving,” said Swanson, whose comments propelled great applause and 
shouts of affirmation from his audience.

The group ended their gathering by sealing their commitment to health care ministry with prayer over the action plans and communion.

The Rev. Cynthia Abrams, one of the GBCS facilitators, talked about her enthusiasm for the Mississippi Conference.  

“You (the Mississippi Conference) have enriched us greatly. We came to train, but we have been blessed abundantly by your presence 
and your gifts and leadership as well,” said Abrams.  

She and the other GBCS staff Kristin Kumpf, Rebecca Cole, and the Mississippi Conference’s own Rev. Dr. Detra Bishop, will serve as 
technical support and advisors to the health care ministry teams.  

“I feel like all of us who participated formed new friendships and really drew closer because we have one common goal of reaching 
people for Jesus Christ and improving their lives along the way,” said Sandra Brown, a trainee from Columbus First UMC in Columbus, 
Mississippi.  

Pictures from the training can be viewed on the Mississippi Conference Flickr page (www.flickr.com/photos/119483421@N02/
sets/72157648204131739/)

Bishop Swanson Attends Dialogue Institute 
Photo right: During the prayer, Bishop Swanson reminded the audience that they were all kin.

The Mississippi Conference was represented during the annual gathering of the Dialogue 
Institute Friendship Dinner and Award Ceremony, Tuesday, October 7, 2014. Bishop James 
Swanson, Sr. participated by delivering the prayer. 

Dialogue Institute of the Southwest (formerly known as the Institute of Interfaith Dialogue) grew 
out of the need to address the question, “How can citizens of the world live in peace and har-
mony?” The institute was established in 2002 as a 501(c)(3) non-profit educational organization 
by Turkish-Americans and their friends. Headquartered in Houston, Texas, the Institute has 
branch offices in five states and representatives throughout the South-Central United States.

The mission is to promote mutual understanding, respect and cooperation among people of 
diverse faiths and cultures by creating opportunities for direct communication and meaningful 
shared experiences.

Church Agency Uses Animation to Battle Ebola
United Methodist News Service (UMNS) 

Photo right: Tina Scott addressed the clergy and laity during a recent conference with her husband Bill close-by. The Scotts are the 
Mississippi Conference’s new lay servant ministries coordinators.     

An animated video created for use in West Africa attempts to dispel myths about how Ebola is spread and promote prevention of the 
disease. United Methodist Communications collaborated with Chocolate Moose Media and iHeed to create the video, which will be pro-
duced in different languages. The World Bank of West Africa has offered to pay to air the video a minimum of three times a day in every 
country affected by Ebola. Kathy Gilbert and Joey Butler report.

To read the story and view the video, go to www.umc.org/news-and-media/church-agency-uses-animation-to-battle-ebola.
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Resources for #GivingTuesday 
Global Ministries of The United Methodist Church

Plans are under way for the 2014 UMC #GivingTuesday!

On December 2, you can extend the spirit of giving thanks into the Ad-
vent season by participating in UMC #GivingTuesday. Every gift made 
online through The Advance at www.umcmission.org/give on Decem-
ber 2 will be matched up to $1 million.

Global Ministries will allocate the matching funds dollar for dollar up 
to the first $1 million in gifts to Advance projects received online on 
December 2 between 12:00 a.m. and 11:59 p.m. EST. A maximum of 
$2,500 per individual gift to a project will be dispersed as matching 
funds. A project may receive a maximum of $25,000 in matching funds.

As you may remember, last year on UMC #GivingTuesday, United Methodists collectively raised a record $6.5 million online through 
The Advance. Eleven thousand individuals and churches in 34 countries gave more than 16,300 gifts to mission and ministries they 
believe in. It was a wonderful sign of commitment and extravagant generosity, maximizing the impact of thousands of United Methodists 
coming together on one day to transform the world.

Visit www.umcmission.org/give to search for Advance projects and give. To read more and for resources, visit.

Music or Dance Ensembles Sought for General Conference  
United Methodist News Service (UMNS)

United Methodist choirs and worship ensemble groups from around the 
world may now audition online for an invitation to perform at the 2016 
General Conference, The United Methodist Church’s top legislative as-
sembly which meets in Portland, Oregon, from May 10-20, 2016.

To apply for an invitation to General Conference, groups are asked to 
submit a letter of application that includes the following: 1) name of 
group; 2) name of primary contact person along with email address 
and phone number; 3) brief history/bio of the group including number of 
members, general age range, group’s location and any unique charac-
teristics; and 4) a link to a private YouTube video of the group perform-
ing. The application should be emailed to gc2016worshipdirector@
gmail.com by January 12, 2015.

“As a delegate, one of the best parts of my General Conference expe-
rience has always been the diversity of gifts and creativity shared by the visiting choirs and other artist groups,” said the Rev. Laura 
Jaquith Bartlett, worship and music director for the 2016 General Conference. “Now I have the amazing privilege of working directly with 
this huge pool of talent and commitment as the worship design team does its planning and preparation. I am enormously grateful to all 
the artists who bless the denomination with their worship leadership each week in settings all around the globe-and especially to those 
who will take on the hard work involved with coming to Portland in 2016.”

Performance opportunities for invited choirs and ensembles include morning worship and/or a lunchtime showcase venue. Groups are 
responsible for their own expenses.

About General Conference
General Conference is the top policy-making body of The United Methodist Church which meets once every four years. The conference 
can revise church law, as well as adopt resolutions on current moral, social, public policy and economic issues. It also approves plans 
and budgets for church-wide programs.   

Faith Communities

Thanks to the Methodist Churches, the Garrison House is Now Renovated  
By Robyn Burchfield

Proverbs 16:3 tells us to, “commit your work to the Lord, and your plans will be established.”   That is exactly what the men and women 
of the Methodist churches all across the state did when they heard the need to renovate the Garrison House on the Methodist Chil-
dren’s Homes campus. It is because of the devoted, loyal people of the Methodist churches that MCH was able to completely renovate 
the Garrison House. Hundreds of men and women were committed to praying, giving financially or volunteering their time over these 
past six months.

Now, the work is complete, and 10 beautiful young ladies will have a safe place to rest their heads at night. These young ladies will find 
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refuge in knowing that people who support the Methodist Children’s Homes love and care for them. Methodists have been the hands 
and feet of God over these past couple of months, and now the reward is evident. They have provided a place for these girls to call 
home.

MCH is inviting Methodists to join them in celebrating the Garrison Open House on Tuesday, October 21, 2014. The dedication cer-
emony will begin at 12:00 p.m., with come and go tours from 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. For more information, contact Robyn Burchfield 
at 601.853.5000 ext. 1233 or Rburchfield@mchms.org.

Students

United Methodist College Students ‘Imagine What’s NEXT’ 
United Methodist News Service (UMNS)

Hundreds of United Methodist college students will gather November 7-9 in Denver, Colorado, for ‘Imagine What’s NEXT,’ a weekend 
of discernment, fellowship, worship and inspiration. NEXT is organized by a launch team of college students, campus ministers and 
other creative disciples from across the United Methodist connection, and is sponsored by the United Methodist Board of Higher Edu-
cation and Ministry’s Division of Higher Education. To read more, go to www.umc.org/news-and-media/united-methodist-college-
students-imagine-whats-next.  

Administry

New Mississippi UM Foundation Scholarship
The Mississippi United Methodist Foundation is pleased to announce the cre-
ation of the Rev. Larry Creel and Nancy Lyle Creel Endowment for Ministerial 
Scholarships.

The Creels (photo right) created an endowment with the foundation to assist 
future ministerial students with the cost of seminary. Larry and Nancy received 
funds from the annual conference for seminary, but that was not enough to 
pay all of the tuition and living costs. Nancy worked as a teacher and tutor in 
Atlanta, Georgia, while Larry worked part-time at a local church, a Methodist re-
tirement center and as a security guard at a bank building to make ends meet.

Rev. Creel has served on the Mississippi Conference Board of Ordained 
Ministry for the last six years. He has personally talked with many candidates 
for ministry with large student loan debts. Larry and Nancy know the struggles 
seminary students face and wanted to help others. This is why they have joined 
others at the foundation in creating an endowment.

You may wish to contribute to the Rev. Larry Creel and Nancy Lyle Creel Endowment for Ministerial Scholarships by sending your check 
to, P. O. Box 2415 Ridgeland, MS 39158-2415.  Also, you may wish to create a named endowment with the foundation for scholarships, 
for your local church or another ministry of the annual conference. Named endowments begin at $5,000.  Call 601.948.8845 for further 
information.

Protecting Our Churches: Festival and Carnival Risk Management Tips    
Mississippi Conference Consultant, Arthur J. Gallagher Risk Management Services

Many churches are doing what they can to reach out and attract young people 
to their churches and youth activities. They are engaging in different types of 
activities that will attract young people.

Often we find that festivals and carnivals are ways to get new and existing 
youth involved in the church. It is important, though, to remember the issues 
that come along with hosting these events.

The following are several safety issues to address when putting on a festival or 
carnival.

Plan
Any time a church is planning on an activity that is outside its normal scope 



6

of ministry, extra planning is needed. Writing up a plan that addresses safety, equipment, training, supervision, transportation and any 
other aspect of the event should take place with a ministry team. The more extreme the event, the more planning that should take 
place. Download flyer (http://origin.library.constantcontact.com/download/get/file/1102747532396-1951/Protecting+Our+Churche
s+Festivals+October+2014.pdf) to read more.

Save the Date  |  Announcements

Upcoming Webinars and Webcasts
October 16, 2014  
Free “iKids Webinar 4 - Digital Creators and Digital Marketing” - 10:00 a.m. CT. This session will look at how digital marketing is 
used by companies like Target and Facebook to convince us to use their products. Visit www.gbod.org/resources/ikids-webinar-
4-digital-creators-and-digital-marketing for details.

Free Webcast “The God We Can Know” - 6:30 p.m. CT. Meet pastor and author the Rev. Rob Fuquay and learn about The Upper 
Room’s new churchwide  seven-week worship and study series, “The God We Can Know: Exploring the I Am Sayings of Jesus.” Visit 
www.umc.org/resources/webcast-the-god-we-can-know for details. 

Pearl First United Methodist Church Fall Festival
October 18, 2014
Pearl First United Methodist Church will have a community Fall Festival on Saturday, October 18 from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. with 
entertainment, hamburger plates, rides and games for children and a rummage sale that begins at 7:00 a.m. Everyone is invited to 
have some fun and fellowship. Pearl First UMC is located at 226 S. Pearson Road in Pearl, Mississippi.

Laity Sunday
October 19, 2014
Laity in The United Methodist Church play a key role in transformational discipleship, and the denomination celebrates that role on Sun-
day, October 19.  For the reason the Mississippi Conference lay leader, Timothy Crisler is encouraging all laity to put forth a special 
effort in taking the lead in preparing worship.

“How fitting for the 85th celebration of laity Sunday that the theme is ‘Disciples Called to Action: Engaging Small Groups.’ I hope and 
pray that all laity in Mississippi recognize we need the whole Body of Christ engaged and ready for action as we seek to become more 
vital congregations who make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world,” said Crisler.

The United Methodist Board of Discipleship offers resources for celebrating Laity Sunday (www.gbod.org/resources/disciples-called-
to-action-engaging-small-groups).  

Free “iKids Webinar 5 Digital Identity and Digital Inc.”
October 23, 2014
This session will look at how video games such as Skylanders and product lines such as Disney Princess influence the everyday lives 
of children and their families. It will begin at 10:00 a.m. CT.  Go to www.gbod.org/resources/ikids-webinar-5-digital-identity-and-
digital-inc for details.  

2014 Convocation on the Black Church   
October 25, 2014 

The Mississippi Conference of The United Methodist Church presents 
the 2014 Convocation on the Black Church, October 24-25. This event is 
specifically designed to meet challenges of African American churches -- but 
beneficial to all churches -- ALL churches are welcome! This year’s theme is 
“Living Out The POWER of We Through Vital Worship.” The convocation will 
take place at the Brandon Conference Center in Brandon, Mississippi.

Facilitators for this event are: Rev. Dr. Michael T. McQueen, senior pastor of 
St. James UMC in Alpharetta, Georgia; Pastor John Paul McGee of Worship 
and Arts at St. James UMC in Alpharetta, Georgia and Sondra Bell, minister 
of music at Anderson UMC in Jackson, Mississippi.

Clergy attending the entire Saturday will be granted ½ CEU.

A special offering will be lifted in support of Rust College. Through giving, Rust College is able to continue developing students who will 
impact the world God loves. Rust College is a related institution of The United Methodist Church.

For additional information, call Angela Griffin at 769.243.7072 or email angela@mississippi-umc.org. To register, go to http://missis-
sippi-www.brtsite.com/eventdetail/428287.
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UNASHAMED Youth Event
October 25, 2014
The Mississippi Annual Conference cordially invites all young people (6th-12th 
grade) to its youth conference held in conjunction with the 2014 Convocation 
on the Black Church. The previous years have been an enormous success with 
vibrant guest speakers, activities and inspiring worship that generated chat on 
social media. This year’s event promises the same, while encouraging youth to 
live UNASHAMED as disciples of Christ for the transformation of the world.

Don’t miss “UNASHAMED: Youth Living Boldly for Christ,” October 25, 2014, 
at Brandon First UMC in Brandon, Mississippi. Registration begins at 9:00 
a.m. The event starts at 10:00 a.m. and ends at 3:30 p.m. Registration is $20 
for each participant. Lunch will be served. For more information contact Bernice 
Sykes at bysykes@att.net  or Angela Griffin at angela@mississippi-umc.org.   

Free Webinar “Leading with Style” 
October 28, 2014
Beginning at 6:30 p.m. CT, participants in this webinar will explore different leadership styles, discern their own approach to group 
engagement, understand the influence stress has on the ways they interact in group settings and strategize ways they can help groups 
function most effectively. Visit www.gbod.org/resources/leading-with-style for details. 

“Faith, Awareness & Action ... Addressing Human Trafficking & Domestic Violence” Conference 
October 29, 2014
The West Ohio Conference and its Miami Valley District are among sponsors of interfaith conference at the University of Dayton River 
Campus. The cost is $25. Visit http://umc-gbcs.org/faith-in-action/addressing-human-trafficking-domestic-violence for details.

Free Webinar on Domestic Violence “Making Connections and Networking for a Coordinated Commu-
nity Response” 
October 29, 2014
This webinar sponsored by United Methodist Women and FaithTrust Institute will explore the basics of effective outreach and where to 
start when building relationships in your community. It will be held from 2:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. ET (11 a.m. to noon PT). Visit www4.
gotomeeting.com/register/634266119 for details. 

Lead Like a Woman 2014: Leadership Retreat for Women in Church Planting
November 2 - 4, 2014    

Sheraton Music City Hotel
777 McGavock Pike
Nashville, TN 37214

Lead like a woman! Path 1 is hosting a national gathering for female church 
planters, new church leaders, congregational developers and coaches. Speak-
ers will include Jane Creswell, author of “Christ-centered Coaching.”

This retreat will help you...
• Sharpen your leadership and communication skills
• Discover your unique “High Performance Pattern” as a leader
• Experience peer coaching to develop an action plan that builds upon your strengths
• Network, learn and laugh with other women in church planting

The event is open and free to women involved in church planting in any of the following areas:
• Church planters
• Ministry leaders and staff of new churches
• Congregational developers
• New church coaches

For more information go to https://www.facebook.com/events/633678323412821/ or contact Emily Reece at ereece@gbod.org or 
Pax Escobar pescobar@gbod.org. Those who plan to attend can register here: www.cvent.com/events/women-in-church-planting-
leadership-retreat/event-summary-595a130d0dfa425b8b212884eeda9824.aspx.
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Seize the Day: Making the Most of Your “Special” Sundays
November 13, 2014
Every church has some days when it knows its attendance will be good, but also when people’s hearts will be ready to give generously 
-- not just to give to the offering, but in other ways that can have lasting impact. Smaller membership churches especially will want to 
learn how to maximize the impact of these days. This webinar will be held at 6:30 p.m. CT and the presenter will be Ken Sloane. To 
register, go to www.gbod.org/resources/seize-the-day-making-the-most-of-your-special-Sundays.

2014 Go On Tour
Open to all youth and youth leaders! Join us for 90-minute worship concerts that preview a big room experience for YOUTH 2015! 
Tickets are $15 ahead of time, $20 at the door. Enjoy featured Christian Hip-Hop Artist Tedashii and a United Methodist speaker from 
our YOUTH 2015 lineup!

• October 18 - Leawood, Kansas (Church of the Resurrection, Kansas City area) 4:00 p.m.
• October 25 - Dallas, Texas (Highland Park UMC) 7:00 p.m.
• November 1 - Tipp City, Ohio (Ginghamsburg UMC, Dayton area) 4:00 p.m.
• November 8 - Flushing, New York (First Korean UMC New York City area) 4:00 p.m.
• November 15 - Los Altos Hills, California (Los Altos UMC, San Jose area) 4:00 p.m.

For more information, go to http://youth2015.com/. 

Third Annual Empty Bowls Hattiesburg 
November 15, 2014
Empty Bowls is an international grassroots effort to fight hunger. Potters and other crafts-
people work with the community to create beautiful handcrafted bowls. In October 2012, 
Main Street Books sponsored the first Empty Bowls Hattiesburg fundraiser, starting a com-
munity tradition as they raised money and awareness for the Edwards Street Fellowship 
Center (ESFC) food pantry.

The public is invited to join in the effort to fight local hunger by supporting Empty Bowls 
Hattiesburg. The event will be held from 11:00 a.m. until 2:00 p.m. at Main Street 
Books located at 210 Main Street in downtown Hattiesburg. In addition to purchasing a 
handcrafted bowl for themselves, guests are asked to consider giving these unique items 
as Christmas gifts.    

For more information about Edwards Street Fellowship Center or Empty Bowls visit www.
ESFCntr.org. You can also contact Diane Shepherd, owner of Main Street Books at 
601.584.6930 or send an email to hattiesburgbooks@aol.com. Persons donating food or wishing to volunteer should call Ann McCul-
len, executive director of Edwards Street Fellowship Center at 601.544.6149 or send an email to ADMcCullen@aol.com.

Sacred Leadership with Bishop Bill McAlilly, Gary Shorb and Lynn Taylor
November 20, 2014
There will be a unique one-day workshop on Thursday, November 20 for United Methodist clergy.  The topic will be, “Sacred Leader-
ship” and the leaders will be Bishop Bill McAlilly; Gary Shorb, CEO of Methodist Le Bonheur Healthcare and Lynn Taylor, coordinator 
of Emerging Ministries for the Nashville Area United Methodist Church.  The event will be held in the Center of Excellence in Faith & 
Health at the Methodist University Hospital. The hospital is located at 1265 Union Avenue in Memphis, Tennessee.

Registration is a must!  Please see all of the event details and registration information by visiting www.eventbrite.com/e/sacred-lead-
ership-with-bishop-bill-mcalilly-gary-shorb-lynn-taylor-tickets-13464989145.

If you have questions, please call 901.516.0553. 

Route 122 Transformation Network
December 2-4, 2014 

Route 122 Transformation Network meets in Oklahoma City: “Discover, Develop, Send” Annual gathering for bishops, district superin-
tendents, conference staff, directors of connectional ministry and others who focus on alignment in leadership training and team build-
ing for the renewal of existing congregations.

Visit https://okumc-reg.brtapp.com/Route122 to register. 

Announcements:
United Methodist Volunteers in Mission (UMVIM) Opportunities for Fall Deployment
Attention United Methodist Volunteers in Mission-teams are needed for aid in the following five areas:
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• Tornado damage repair - Mayflower and Villonia, Arkansas / Contact: Janice Mann - disaster@arumc.org
• Tornado damage rebuild - Joplin, Missouri / Contact: Rebuild Joplin - www.rebuildjoplin.org, 417.652.3543
• “Repair and Prepare” New UMC Church Plant - St. Joseph, Missouri / Contact: Leeanna VanZandt, pastor - leannav38478@yahoo.
com, 660.342.6574
• Major repair for flood damage survivor - Poplar Bluff, Missouri / Contact: Robin Walters - 573.323.4045 or 573.870.0020
• Total rebuild for tornado survivor - Orrick, Missouri / Contact: Jenny Solomon, 417.832.9500 ext. 311.

Please call Dan Steska at steska@umocm.com or 573.474.7155 if you need help connecting with any contact person or have any 
questions.

United Methodist Volunteers in Mission, SEJ is the short-term mission sending agency of the Southeastern Jurisdiction of The United 
Methodist Church. UMVIM exists to promote, encourage and enable Christians to exemplify “Christian Love in Action” through short-
term mission service at home and abroad.

World Food Day 
United Methodist congregations are committed to fighting hunger. Rethink Church, part of United Methodist Communications, highlights 
these efforts and the work yet to be done in alleviating hunger. For resources, go to http://rethinkchurch.org/articles/hunger.

Six Values for the Digital Age Group Study Now Available
Six Values for the Digital Age is a group study based on “iKids: Parenting in the Digital Age” by Craig Kennet Miller.

The digital values of happiness, wisdom, hope, vision, identity and faith are highlighted through scripture and quotes from iKids. The 
study is designed to generate discussion and reflection about how we are impacted by the use of smartphones, tablets and social me-
dia in our families and personal relationships.

Six Values can be used as a small group study, for Sunday morning classes, for Wednesday evening studies, with youth groups or even 
as an outline for a sermon series. For the free PDF, go to http://ikidsgen.com/small-group-studyteaching-helps/. 

Mississippi Voter ID
Mississippi voters are required to show a photo ID to vote in person at the polls or to cast an absentee ballot in person at the clerk’s 
office. The Mississippi Secretary of State office is providing frequently asked questions about this practice. Download at http://origin.
library.constantcontact.com/download/get/file/1102747532396-1954/FAQ+Voter+ID+w+new+number.pdf to review.

7-Layer Mexican Dip  

Layer in 14-inch round serving dish or other large dish in the following order: bean 
dip, avocados, lemon juice, salt and pepper, sour cream, mayonnaise and taco 
seasoning, onions, tomatoes, olives and cheese.

—  Donna Hinton, from “Loaves and Fishes,” a collection of favorites from St. Paul UMC in Ocean Springs, Mississippi

Methodist Tested Recipes

2 (10 ½ oz.) cans bean dip
3 ripe avocados, mashed
2 tablespoons lemon juice
½ teaspoon salt
¼ teaspoon pepper
1 cup sour cream
½ cup of mayonnaise

1 package taco seasoning
1 bunch chopped green onions
3 tomatoes, chopped and drained
8 ounces sliced or chopped black 
olives
8 ounces grated cheese

Have a recipe that is too good to keep to yourself? Share it with our Circuit Rider readers. Email your favorite recipes to 
news@mississippi-umc.org.
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As a courtesy to the Mississippi Annual Conference, job announcements from across the United Methodist connection are featured in 
The Circuit Rider. To submit an employment notice, send an email to news@mississipppi-umc.org.  Postings are not guaranteed to 
appear more than once in this newsletter. Read a description of job opening(s) listed below.

Employment Opportunities
• St. Paul’s UMC- Director of Youth Ministries 
St. Paul’s United Methodist Church in Monroe, Louisiana, a progressive church in an established neighborhood that is experiencing an influx 
of young family residents, is seeking an experienced full-time Director of Youth Ministries with a relevant bachelor’s degree and a preferred 
minimum of three years of experience in youth ministry to build upon an existing year-round program that currently serves 30 youth and their 
families. As part of this church’s mission to nurture one another in Christian love through all that we do, this person is expected to create an 
inviting environment conducive to the development of discipling relationships with youth and families which fosters spiritual growth and social 
development for a lifetime of outreach.

Please send your resume to:
St. Paul’s United Methodist Church
Attn: DYM
1901 Lexington Ave
Monroe, LA 71201

• Diamondhead UMC - Youth Minister 
Diamondhead UMC is looking for a part-time youth minister to lead a growing youth ministry. Interested applicants or recommendations can 
contact dumc@cableone.net.

• Main Street United Methodist Church- Director of Music Ministries
Main Street United Methodist Church is currently seeking a part-time Director of Music Ministries to aid with supervision of Main Street’s 
music staff as well as the development and maintenance of the worship music ministry at Main Street United Methodist Church including but 
not limited to the chancel choir.  A bachelor’s degree is required.  A degree in music or related field is preferred.  A competitive compensation 
package for this position is commensurate with experience and training. For full job description and/or to apply email meth5615@bellsouth.net 
or call 228-467-4538. 

• First United Methodist Church of Hartselle, Alabama –  Contemporary Worship Leader and Ministry Associate 
Canterbury United Methodist Church (www.canterburyumc.org) located in Birmingham, Alabama, is searching for a full-time Director of Stu-
dent Faith Formation, a person who will serve more in an “executor” role as part of the student ministry team. This position will build upon and 
strengthen the spiritual formation of students by establishing relationships with both students and their families.

Canterbury United Methodist Church (www.canterburyumc.org) located in Birmingham, Alabama, is searching for a full-time Director of Stu-
dent Faith Formation, a person who will serve more in an “executor” role as part of the student ministry team. This position will build upon and 
strengthen the spiritual formation of students by establishing relationships with both students and their families.  The main responsibilities are: 

• Maintain day-to-day management of the spiritual formation of students, in alignment with Canterbury’s mission and values
• Develop relationships with youth and their families to nurture their relationship with Christ, with a focus on high school students and families
• Collaborate, support and troubleshoot with volunteers
• Provide oversight to the programmatic aspects of student ministry
• Infuse a joyful Christian atmosphere into all Canterbury youth programs

Qualifications include:

• A minimum of five years of experience in leading a youth ministry program, preferably in a larger church or similar organization
• A bachelor’s degree with a preference toward a field related to youth ministry
• Knowledge of sustainable systems
• A passion for serving youth and their families
• Ability to serve as a spiritual role model by demonstrating a commitment to Christian spiritual practices and by articulating a personal faith 
journey
• Ability to plan, implement and measure the results of ministry programs and events
• Alignment with the beliefs and practices of The United Methodist Church

Canterbury United Methodist Church is a well-established, traditional church of about 3,000 members in Birmingham, AL with a history of 
excellence in music, worship, adult education and mission experiences.  The theological environment of Canterbury United Methodist Church 

Employment 
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offers a foundation on the Bible while promoting a culture that values theological diversity. Canterbury United Methodist Church strives to 
model openness, acceptance and tolerance.

For more detailed information and to submit a résumé, please contact Kristina Zirschky at KristinaZ@ymarchitects.com.

• Haven Chapel – Musician   
Haven Chapel is in need of a musician. Must be able to read music and be familiar with use of the hymnal. Hours of service and ministry are 
Sunday morning beginning at 10:00-11:30, Wednesday evening 5:30-6:30 for choir rehearsal and for special events such as revivals. Inter-
ested parties can contact Pastor Kathy Price at 601.513.7709 and a follow-up meeting with church leadership can be scheduled at that time.

• Seashore United Methodist Assembly (SUMA) Office Manager  
This position requires a person with office and accounting experience, excellent communication skills, computer knowledge and customer 
service skills.  Ideally, this person would have at least two years of experience working in an office environment and have a working knowl-
edge of Microsoft Word, Excel and QuickBooks Accounting Operations. Said candidate would have the ability to meet walk-in customers and 
be responsible for making reservations for individuals and groups in the various options SUMA offers our guests. This person would also be 
responsible for day to day activities around the office, giving tours of the assembly grounds, and be able to answer questions about what 
Seashore Assembly has to offer in a multi-generational retreat center that provides an atmosphere for growth and renewal of spirit and mind.  
Salary will be determined after considering experience. Regular office hours are basically 8:30 a.m. – 5:00 p.m., Monday-Friday. Interested 
parties should remit a résumé to Michael Hedgepeth, executive director at michaelhedge.suma@gmail.com.

Stay Connected

www.facebook.com/pages/The-Mississippi-United-Methodist-Conference/436491529732524

https://twitter.com/Mississippi_UMC

www.youtube.com/channel/UCSRtxv_Kix8IbYuHKRMLIjg

www.flickr.com/photos/119483421@N02/

Stay Connected with ConnecTText
Mississippi United Methodists with the ability to receive text messaging via phone are encouraged to sign up for ConnecTText. 

The service is another option for people to stay informed about important dates and other conference happenings.

To sign up for ConnecTText:
1. Remember, you must have the ability to get text messages on your phone.
2. From your mobile phone, text the letters ‘MSUMC’ to the number 95577 and press send.
3. Wait a few seconds for a confirmation text and you’re connected!

Mississippi Conference’s Mobile App—MY MSUMC 
MY MSUMC -- the Mississippi Conference of The United Methodist Church’s official mobile app -- is available at no cost on all iPhone, 
Android, Galaxy and Blackberry phones and their corresponding pads and tablets.

MY MSUMC allows easy access to the latest conference events, local UM news and The Circuit Rider. The MY MSUMC app presents 
users with a unique opportunity to interact with the conference by submitting prayer requests, recording audio of personal testimonies 
and posting comments via facebook and twitter. Plus, the ‘Our Districts’ feature shows a comprehensive list of district contact informa-
tion and even directions from the user’s current location—all from a mobile smart phone or tablet device.

Feel free to leave a comment about the app on the Mississippi United Methodist Conference facebook and twitter pages.
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