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The Mississippi Conference Four Core Values are love, generosity, justice and apprenticeship. 
For more information, visit www.mississippi-umc.org/thepowerofwe.
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Collaborating!

Our Values

T h e  P O W E R  o f  W e

East Jackson District’s Rev. Vicki Landrum, LaToya Redd-Thomp-
son, and Rev. Connie Shelton (superintendent) had a moment to 
laugh during the break at the Collaborative Leadership Conference 
held Sept. 26 at Christ United Methodist Church in Jackson.  Nearly 
500 attended. Bishop James Swanson Sr. expounds on his mes-
sage to the group in his journal below. See story on page 3.

Purpose:
 The Mississippi Annual 

Conference—empowered 
by love, generosity, justice 

and apprenticeship—forms 
spiritual leaders, faith 

communities and connections 
so more disciples of Jesus 

Christ transform the world.

Mission:
The mission of the Mississippi 
Annual Conference is to make 
disciples of Jesus Christ for the 
transformation of  the world.

2015 Special Edition  
of The Circuit Rider

Featuring events from the 
2015 annual conference  

sessions is now available  
to view online! Go to:

http://tinyurl.com/q9xnfsp
Share Your News in  
The Circuit Rider
For submission guidelines, visit 
www.mississippi-umc.org/
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Mark 10:2-16 
New International Version (NIV)
2 Some Pharisees came and tested him by asking, “Is it lawful for a man to divorce his wife?”

3 “What did Moses command you?” he replied.

4 They said, “Moses permitted a man to write a certificate of divorce and send her away.”

5 “It was because your hearts were hard that Moses wrote you this law,” Jesus replied. 6 “But at the beginning of creation God ‘made 
them male and female.’[a] 7 ‘For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife,[b] 8 and the two will be-
come one flesh.’[c] So they are no longer two, but one flesh. 9 Therefore what God has joined together, let no one separate.”

10 When they were in the house again, the disciples asked Jesus about this.11 He answered, “Anyone who divorces his wife and mar-
ries another woman commits adultery against her. 12 And if she divorces her husband and marries another man, she commits adultery.”

The Little Children and Jesus

13 People were bringing little children to Jesus for him to place his hands on them, but the disciples rebuked them. 14 When Jesus saw 
this, he was indignant. He said to them, “Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of God belongs to 
such as these. 15 Truly I tell you, anyone who will not receive the kingdom of God like a little child will never enter it.” 16 And he took 
the children in his arms, placed his hands on them and blessed them.

word POWER

Bishop’s Journal
Nobody Ever Explained It to Me Quite So Clearly
Everybody but Sam had signed up for a new company pension plan that called for a small employee contribu-
tion. The company was paying for the rest of the cost of the plan. Unfortunately, 100 percent employee partici-
pation was needed; otherwise the plan could not be implemented. Sam’s boss and his fellow workers pleaded 
and cajoled Sam to sign, but all of their efforts failed.  Sam was convinced that the plan would never deliver 
what it promised. Finally, the company president called Sam inside his office and said, “Sam, here’s a copy of 
the new pension plan and here’s a pen. I want you to sign the papers. I’m sorry, but if you don’t sign, you’re 
fired, as of right now.” Sam took the pen and signed the papers immediately. “Now, would you mind telling me 
why you couldn’t have signed earlier?” said the president.  “Well sir, nobody up to this point had ever explained 
it to me quite so clearly before,” replied Sam.           

Like the president, I believe the Holy Spirit is trying to help us understand with heart and head that if laity and 
clergy can sign-on together to employ all the gifts the Holy Spirit has showered upon us, we can become the people God so desper-
ately desires us to be. Secondly, as we become the person—the people—God created us to be, POWER is unleashed in and through 
us to be blessed and to be a source of blessing to our families, our communities and to this hurting world.

Saturday, Sept. 26, 2015, nearly 500 laity and clergy gathered at the Christ United Methodist Church in Jackson to find out how we can 
be the disciples Jesus died for us to become. Those that gathered were from all 11 of our districts. So, I believe there is a good chance 
that at least one or more persons who attended were friends or fellow disciples of your congregations or neighboring congregations.

Ask them and others about this “Glory Sighting” that occurred in Jackson. In fact, ask them what is a Glory Sighting?  What are Loving, 
Learning and Leading and what do they have to do with us being the people of God? Maybe you will discover like Sam—”Nobody up to 
this point had ever explained it to me quite so clearly before.”

Blessings,
Bishop James Swanson Sr.

Bishop on the Move
Mark your calendar to attend events where Bishop James E. Swanson Sr. will be visiting in the upcoming days. 

• Oct. 6-7, 2015 (Tuesday –Wednesday) - Bishop Swanson will attend the 132nd Founder’s Day and Ebony Exploration@Gammon, in 
Atlanta, Georgia.  This event is for young African Americans (ages 18-35) to Hear, Discern and Respond to God’s call to ordained minis-
try, and explore gifts and graces in The United Methodist Church.  Swanson is the chair of the board of trustees at Gammon Theological 
Seminary.
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Nearly 500 Clergy Laity Introduced to SLI       
By Tamica Smith Jeuitt, Senior Communications Specialist, Mississippi Conference 

Photo right: Bishop James Swanson Sr. gripped his arm to describe pruning dur-
ing his message to laity and clergy on becoming fruit-bearing churches.   

Photo below right: All four members of the SLI team seated on the front row.

There is a real hunger in the Mississippi Conference for figuring out how to make 
disciples, according to Ideal Curtis, a member of the Spiritual Leadership Incorpo-
rated team. Recently, they were in Mississippi to introduce laity and clergy to a new 
model for ministry fruitfulness— Loving, Learning, and Leading. Their presentation 
was the focus of the annual Collaborative Leadership Conference.

“You can tell that people were here because they wanted to be. They were really 
invested in what the next step is. Sometimes we have people come for lots of rea-
sons, but you don’t feel that energy,” said Curtis who led one of the three breakout 
sessions offered to the participants. 

Nearly 500 members of the Mississippi Conference attended the all-day meeting organized through the Office of Spiritual Leadership, 
directed by Rev. Larry Hilliard.

“It has been a great turnout. Every area (district) represented well. There seems to be a good buzz about the event. We hoped that 
clergy would bring more than just one person from their church and they did,” said 
Hilliard.

The Greenwood District had the largest presence of laity and the Meridian District 
had the most clergy present. Both districts were recognized by Mississippi confer-
ence lay leader Timothy Crisler who stated, “We encouraged attendance and we 
were blessed. Our emphasis was on collaboration and in their way, these districts 
displayed that. At the end of the day, we, as a conference are stronger because of 
each district and every person who cared to hear about Loving, Learning and Lead-
ing.”

Spiritual Leadership Inc. (SLI), focuses on developing spiritual leaders who model a community that loves, learns and leads together, 
creating environments that foster transformation, and establishes processes that bear fruit. Within this process churches grow in their 
faithfulness to God and then their fruitfulness for God.

Brenda Jefcoat, a certified lay speaker from Lauderdale United Methodist Church attended the gathering wearing a t-shirt branded with 
the Mississippi Conference theme --The POWER of We. She said SLI made her even more excited about the direction her church is 
headed.

“This was very informative. I was given some ideas we can begin in our church to make it more interactive with our young people as 
well as our seniors to make disciples of Jesus Christ. Our pastor really has a positive influence on us and wants to get us involved. He 
has a heart for the lay servants. We are having a good time, all laity should be here,” said Jefcoat.

Organizers made it clear that the SLI model was not a program, but something they wanted to offer churches. The process has already 
been adopted by groups in Mississippi Conference. Starkville District superintendent Rev. Dr. Embra Jackson and fellow Cabinet mem-
bers are more than a year into the practice. He remains enthusiastic over the results and looks forward working with the churches in his 
district.

Connecting

Reminder! 
Apply Now for 2015 Mission Grants

For more information, go to: 
www.mississippi-umc.org/2015missiongrants
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When asked about resistance to the model, Jackson said, “If you are a pastor who is used to the traditional style of leadership where 
you are the main person, it is going to cause you to rethink some things because this is collaboration between lay and clergy.”

Bishop James Swanson Sr. preached the closing worship with reference to John 15. Swanson reminded the congregation all efforts 
are fruitless if they only begin with “ourselves.” He added, “I think that is the heart of what you have learned here all day long and if you 
have not heard that then you need to do what a friend of mine use to say to me back in Georgia and that is, ‘You need to go and come 
again.’” Swanson also commended clergy and laity for the great turnout and challenged them to exceed a head count of 500 next year.

A feedback form that was collected at the end of the conference will shed more light on what people thought about the conference. To 
view pictures from the Collaborative Leadership Conference 2016, visit http://tinyurl.com/owutfgn. 
  

The Lowdown on Lo - Christian Spoken-word Artist and Youth Leader    
By Tamica Smith Jeuitt, Senior Communications Specialist, Mississippi Conference 

Photo right: Christian spoken-word artist Lo will be leading a Christian spoken-word work-
shop for youth at The Gathering 2016 in February. More details will be shared later. Photo 
courtesy Greg Campbell was taken during the 2015 annual conference session.

Photo below right: Lo was one of many performers at The Gathering Fallout Tour event 
for youth recently in Meridian. The next stop is at Camp Lake Stephens, Oct. 18 and at St. 
Pauls UMC in Ocean Springs Nov. 15. Go to www.mississippi-umc.org/thegatheringfall-
outtour for more details.

People know him simply as “Lo,” and more and more people are getting to know Lo these 
days.

Lo, AKA Loren Alaman, is the Christian spoken-word poet from Mississippi who recently 
gained national exposure for his performance in Rhetoric 2015, an event of the Passion 4 
Christ Movement. The event held in Los Alamitos, Calif., is the largest Christian spoken-
word affair in the world. A combined audience of more than 130,000 people who either 
attended Rhetoric or watched the show online, heard from Lo. 

“It was awesome because I never shared the gospel with that many people before,” said Lo. “It was such an honor to tell the story of 
Jesus in that regard. It was an amazing event.”

So, what is spoken-word? A definition from the online Urban Dictionary defines it as poetry intended for onstage performance rather 
than being exclusively designed for the written page. While often associated with hip-hop culture, it also has strong ties to storytelling, 
as well as jazz and the blues.

Christian spoken-word may be Lo’s calling to Mississippi United Methodists. He has moved 
the hearts of listeners during the 2015 annual conference. He is also the youth minister at 
The Orchard in Oxford, a United Methodist congregation, where he shares his gift as well. 
Currently, Lo is a part of The Gathering Fallout Tour, a promotional conference for the main 
youth event, The Gathering 2016.

According to Lo, it takes him about a week to write a poem. His inspiration for the message 
comes from his own experiences and the experiences of others like family and youth, which 
makes it easy for him to memorize a poem. His average presentation time for each one is 
3-5 minutes.

“A lot of the things I write, I have prayed before. So, they are words that mean a lot to me,” said Lo. “It is not hard to recall them when 
they matter...To me it feels like somewhere in God’s heart the poem already exists.”
It is also easy for Lo to recall when he developed a passion for Christian spoken-word.

Lo Meets Girl
In 2010, Lo and his girlfriend, both active church-going Christians, entered Mississippi State University as freshmen. They joined the 
Wesley Foundation, a United Methodist campus ministry. However, the new level of freedom, in a new environment, challenged Lo.
“I felt like I didn’t have to wear this mask anymore,” he said. “I just poured myself in to the world, into sin and selfishness. I was not a 
very nice person to the people I cared about...I kind of gave her an ultimatum and said, ‘I just want to be a Sunday Christian and I don’t 
want do all of the extra stuff you are trying to do and I asked if she didn’t mind being a Sunday Christian with me. She told me no. So, 
we broke up.”

Lo admits he was bitter—with his ex-girlfriend and with God. But he managed never to completely turn from his faith or friends who 
professed their love for the Lord.

One particular friend, who had been writing and preforming Christian spoken-word around the campus, encouraged Lo to write as well. 
Lo said the idea of him being a poet was funny and certainly far from his childhood dream of being a recording rap artist. Nevertheless, 
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he took his friend’s advice and eventually found himself on stage often expressing his pain. Broken, and close to flunking out of school, 
Lo said he had a conversation with his old girlfriend who reminded him of God’s love through prayer and reading.

“It seemed like the way I was missing her turned more like I was missing a Heavenly Father I had not even acknowledged,” he said. “ I 
grew my love for Him. What was completely mind-blowing was that He would still want and desire a relationship with me.”

Upon renewing his promise to God, Lo did a spoken-word presentation for fellow students at the Wesley Foundation. It was on his last 
day as a Wesley intern and the first time he spoke solely about God’s impact on him. He said dozens of students approached him after-
wards to say they had been blessed or going through similar circumstances.

“Once I saw it was something He would use and bless and make fruitful, that is when I decide to pursue it. I don’t know how God con-
nects those dots and give me a heart for something, but once he gives me a heart for it, he gives me the words,” he said.

Lo eventually rekindled his relationship with the old girlfriend, who now sings in a Christian band. The couple is busy planning their wed-
ding scheduled for Dec. 12.

To watch Lo’s Christian spoken-word performance at Rhetoric, go to http://tinyurl.com/pddscnn. For more information about The 
Gathering Fallout Tour and the main event—The Gathering 2016, visit www.mississippi-umc.org/thegathering.    

Number of U.S. Bishops Could Drop      
United Methodist News Service (UMNS) 

The number of United Methodist bishops in the denomination’s U.S. North Central and Northeastern jurisdictions could be 
reduced because of a decline in reported membership numbers, the General Council on Finance and Administration has an-
nounced. Visit http://tinyurl.com/qhjj4h3 to read the press release. 

Local Pastors on the Rise       
United Methodist News Service (UMNS)

Photo right: The Rev. Arlene Jackson (speaking into microphone), a full-time local 
pastor, led the downtown Fort Myers campus of Grace Church to strong growth. 
Jackson recently got appointed to start a campus of Grace, a United Methodist 
church, in Sioux City, South Dakota. Photo courtesy of Grace Church.

Licensed local pastors, both part-time and full-time, are growing in number in The 
United Methodist Church as the number of seminary-trained ordained elders de-
clines. The first part of the UMNS series “Trending Local: The Rise of United Meth-
odist Local Pastors,” with articles by Sam Hodges and photos by Mike DuBose, 
looks at the important and varied roles such clergy are playing in the denomination. 
Visit http://tinyurl.com/qy6tmj2 to read the story.   

Gere Reist: Behind the Scenes  
at General Conference       
United Methodist News Service (UMNS)

“Being at General Conference is an act of constant prayer,” says the Rev. L. Fitzgerald “Gere” Reist II. Since 2004, Reist has served as 
secretary of the General Conference, a gathering that sets the direction of the church for the next four years. UMTV profiles the man 
often seen at the forefront of the proceedings. Go to http://tinyurl.com/p2h7rvs to watch the story and read the full transcript.   

Staples Program Donates to UMCOR
United Methodist News Service (UMNS)

The office-supply chain Staples has made a donation of $17,457 to the United Methodist Committee on Relief, the denomination’s 
disaster recovery agency.  The 2015 donation owes to a partnership between Staples and the General Council on Finance and Admin-
istration, the denomination’s finance agency. Using the Staples Advantage program, churches and individuals receive savings through 
online and in-store shopping. A 1 percent rebate of those sales goes to UMCOR. Visit http://tinyurl.com/pyjo6ka to read the details.
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Faith Communities

Record Turnout for Wesley Foundation Gathering     
Photo right: A Wesley leader said many of the students come out but because 
they are curious to know what The Barn offers. Photo courtesy MGCCC Perkinston 
Wesley. 

The Wesley Foundation at Mississippi Gulf Coast Community College at Per-
kinston, experienced their largest turnout for its safe alternative to club nights. 
Roughly 250 college students came out. The director of campus ministry, Heidi 
Adams, briefly explained how this gathering started many years ago.

“Since the fatal accident in 2006 which claimed the lives of six students, the 
MGCCC Perkinston Wesley Foundation—known as The Barn—has continued to 
make positive differences by offering a safe alternative to clubbing. Over 200 stu-
dents attend each club night where they enjoy food, fun and dancing in a drug and 
alcohol free environment,” she said.

To find out more about this program and other happenings The Barn provides, checkout their Facebook page at The Barn-MGCCC 
Perk Campus Wesley Foundation (http://tinyurl.com/qxxcptd).   

Buggy Donated          
Photo right: A worker at the Bethlehem Center pushed toddlers in their new buggy. Photo is 
courtesy Bethlehem Center Facebook page. 

Children at the Bethlehem Center in Jackson, Mississippi are enjoying their new buggy ride that 
was donated to them by Crossgates United Methodist Church in Brandon. The buggy can hold six 
small kids. It also has seat belts. The Bethlehem Center located in the heart of one of the poorest 
areas of Jackson, attempts to support the neighborhood and those with low-incomes. The center 
is also an institution related to The United Methodist Church. For more information about Bethle-
hem Center, visit www.bethlehemchildren.org. 
 

Eastlawn UMC Joins Community to End Hunger           
“What a joy to see the body of Christ coming together to do good,” said pastor Clint Ware of 
Eastlawn United Methodist Church in Pascagoula. He made the comment following a Stop Hunger 
Now packaging event held on Aug. 9. Eastlawn UMC led a community-wide effort to help alleviate 
hunger in the community and across the world. 

Over 300 people from the area stood shoulder-to-shoulder and packed 43,200 meals. In addition 
to the money raised for the meals, $2,000 was raised to be distributed to four local food banks. 
Fourteen local businesses participated by sponsoring the event through advertising and making 
monetary donations. The Stop Hunger Now assembly process combines rice, soy, dehydrated 
vegetables and a flavoring mix that includes 23 essential vitamins and minerals into small meal 
packages.

Students

Greenville Youth Attend Conference in New Orleans 
Photo right: Ladarian Howard and Jakobe Johnson with Deaconess Erie Stuckett 
while in New Orleans. 

Revels United Methodist Church’s after school and mentor program leaders, Miller 
and Erie Stuckett, took two young men, Ladarian Howard and Jakobe Johnson to 
attend YOUth Matter, an event in New Orleans held Aug. 28-30. There they joined 
175 other young men and boys with their leaders for the conference from Missis-
sippi and Louisiana. They were invited by the W.K. Kellogg Foundation (WKKF), 
Revels I Challenge You, Inc.
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The WKKF expressed the goal of the convening was “to authentically affirm and develop each vibrant and talented young man to 
achieve greatness in his life, for his family and for his community.”  

After a welcome, participants were bused to the Lakefront Arena in New Orleans, where they joined 6,000 young people and their 
leaders for the Urban League of Greater New Orleans Youth Town Hall. They talked about the strides made in New 
Orleans during the 10 years since Katrina.  

Candler Students Supporting Death-row Inmate 
United Methodist News Service (UMNS)    

Photo right: Pictures of Kelly Gissendaner and a journal are available to students on 
Emory University’s Candler School of Theology campus to write prayers and notes. 
Photo by Brenna Lakeson, UMNS.
Kelly Gissendaner, 46, is scheduled to be executed on Sept. 29. United Methodist 
Candler School of Theology students and faculty are holding prayer vigils and sending 
messages asking the Georgia Parole Board to spare her life. Gissendaner graduated 
from a theological program at Lee Arrendale State Prison that is sponsored in part by 
Candler. Kathy Gilbert reports. Go http://tinyurl.com/okpdhdp to to read the story.    

Black College Tour Aims to Recruit Missionaries  
United Methodist News Service (UMNS) 

Recruiting and developing missionaries is the aim of a campus tour of 10 of the 11 col-
leges and universities supported by the United Methodist Black College Fund. The tour 
is co-sponsored by the United Methodist Board of Global Ministries, and the Board of 
Higher Education and Ministry. Visit http://tinyurl.com/p5lr8b8 to read the story.

Save the Date  |  Announcements
SMI Conference 2016: Building Blocks of Ministry
Oct. 2-3, 2015
The Student Ministry Initiative Conference 2016 is for youth leaders, clergy and lay, (paid and volunteer). The goal is to develop youth 
leaders from around the conference who will be able to cultivate impactful and healthy youth ministries. The event takes place at Clinton 
First UMC in Clinton, MS. Visit www.mississippi-umc.org/smiconference for more information. 

Power of R.E.A.L Revival 
Oct. 4-6, 2015
Brookhaven First United Methodist in Brookhaven Mississippi will hold the Power of R.E.A.L. Revival Oct. 4, 2015 at 6:30 p.m. The Rev. 
Steve Casteel, host of The Methodist Hour, will be the preacher.

“Way Back When” 

?Can you name this Mississippi 
Conference clergy person?

The answer can be found  
on page 9!
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Revitup! Young Clergy Event
Oct. 5-7, 2015
This is an energizing event for clergy ages 25-39. It will take place in the Chicago Hilton/Indian Lakes Resort located in Bloomingdale, 
Illinois. Contact David Stotts at 601-354-0515, or dstotts@mississippi-umc.org for scholarship information provided by the Missis-
sippi Conference Board of Pension.  For more details, go to www.mississippi-umc.org/eventdetail/1042386.  

Salem Camp Meeting
Oct. 5-11, 2015
The annual Salem Camp meeting officially begins Monday, Oct. 5-11, 2015. The Salem campground is located one mile west of High-
way 63 near the George-Jackson County line in Mississippi. Services are daily at 7 a.m., 10:30 a.m., 6:30 p.m. and 7 p.m. Visit http://
tinyurl.com/pnpgb9s for the full details.

2015 Classes Offered for Certificate of Christian Studies – Center for Ministry
Oct. 9-10 | Oct. 23-24
Beginning in October, the Center for Ministry will offer a Certificate of Christian Studies for interested lay people. Classes are scheduled 
for Oct. 9-10 and Oct. 23-24. Visit http://tinyurl.com/pgvgkcp for more details.

Church Homecoming and Birthday Celebration
Oct. 11, 2015
Blue Hill United Methodist Church (part of the Lorman Charge) located on Red Lick Road in Lorman, will be celebrating 125 years with 
a homecoming and birthday celebration on Sunday, Oct. 11, 2015, at 10 a.m.  Lunch will be provided.  Attendees are asked to bring a 
lawn chair. 

The Gathering Fallout Tour: Camp Lake Stephens 
Oct. 18, 2015 
The Gathering Student Conference is on the road, bringing some of the amazing artist that youth will see at The Gathering 2016 in 
Jackson, Mississippi. Attendance to The Gathering Fallout Tour is free. The next stop is Camp Lake Stephens in Oxford. Go to www.
mississippi-umc.org/eventdetail/1771561 to register.

Get Positive Publicity Seminar
Oct. 27, 2015
This workshop is a must for anyone who speaks to the news media. This interactive one-day seminar will help you develop basic skills 
for communicating effectively with print, radio and television reporters. You will learn to create a positive image of your organization, 
control your message, and use hands-on learning methods to become a more confident and articulate spokesperson. Register now at 
umcom.org/mediatraining.  

Annual Racial Reconciliation Celebration
Nov. 4, 2015
Mission Mississippi will host the Racial Reconciliation Celebration Summit Fundraising Luncheon on Wednesday, Nov. 4 2015 at the 
Jackson Convention Complex in Jackson, Mississippi. Dr. Ronnie Floyd, President of the Southern Baptist Convention and Dr. Jerry 
Young President of the National Baptist Convention will lead the dialog. Visit http://tinyurl.com/nwt2gap for details

Camp Lake Stephens: Youth Spiritual Life Retreat
Nov. 13-15, 2015
The Youth Spiritual Life Retreat at Camp Lake Stephens provides an avenue for youth to connect to God through worship, fellowship, 
and fun, while spending time in the beauty of God’s creation. The retreat will be taking place Nov. 13-15, 2015.   Junior and senior high 
youth are encouraged to attend. For more information, contact Chap Fenwick at chap@camplakestephens.com or call 662-234-3350.

Camp Lake Stephens - Older Adult Fall Trip to Nashville
Dec. 8-10, 2015
Camp Lake Stephens is sponsoring an older adult trip to Nashville Dec. 8-10, 2015.   Participants will be visiting several United Meth-
odist churches and organizations (i.e. Upper Room, Publishing House, General Board of Discipleship, West End UMC). Go to http://
tinyurl.com/pljoq7f to view the flyer for details.

The Gathering 2016: Balancing Act
Feb. 26-28, 2016
The vision behind The Gathering is to create a high energy weekend conference for students to gather from all over the Mississippi to 
celebrate our Lord and Savior. Our commitment is to create a weekend event that is as first-class quality as you could find anywhere 
else in the country, with the best worship teams and communicators. Go to www.mississippi-umc.org/thegathering to register and 
view video from previous events.

Calling All Clergywomen of the Mississippi Annual Conference
Save the Date: April 4, 2016
Bishop James Swanson Sr. invites you to join him on April 4, 2016, 9:30 a.m. - 1 p.m.  This informal time of conversation with the 
Bishop will be held in the Metro Jackson area.  More details will be announced later. Spread the word!
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Cares & Concerns
Louise Chaney 
From the Meridian District: Louise Chaney, wife of retired pastor Gerald Chaney, passed away Monday Sept. 29. 2015. Arrangements 
are incomplete at this time. Please keep the Chaney family in your thoughts and prayers.

Rev. Dr. Bill Lampkin 
From the Seashore District: The Rev. Dr. Bill Lampkin (retired Seashore District), passed away Wednesday, Sept. 29, 2015 in his home 
in O’Fallon, Illinois. Arrangements are incomplete at this time. Please keep the family in your thoughts and prayers. 

UMC Events
Visit www.umc.org/news-and-media/looking-ahead-upcoming-events to see more educational opportunities and other upcoming 
events in the life of The United Methodist Church.  

Announcements
The Upper Room Launches New Online Learning
The Upper Room launched nine on-demand courses Sept. 22, 2015. The courses include studies based on the works of Henri J.M. 
Nouwen and Phyllis Tickle and provide an online space to dig deep into spiritual formation topics and engage with others. The Online 
Learning from Upper Room Ministries is designed for individuals seeking self-paced experiences and online community. Go to http://
tinyurl.com/ngzz5dc for more details.

Be a Part of Worship at 2016 General Conference
The worship design team for General Conference 2016 is seeking volunteers to write liturgy, including prayers, calls to worship and 
litanies. Go to http://tinyurl.com/pcj8nb7 to read the press release.

Sensing the Call to Planting or Revitalizing Churches?
The Mississippi Conference office of faith community formation wants to hear from those sensing a call to planting or revitalizing 
churches. They can email their name and contact information to Jane Horstman at jhorstman@mississippi-umc.org. To receive tips, 
updates and details on events pertaining to the new church starts and church revitalization, text faith communities to the number 95577.

Noodles and Sausage Casserole   

Combine and cook soup, milk, corn, carrots, mushrooms and onions; cook slowly. Crumble sausage and brown in skillet. Cook and 
drain noodles. Combine all ingredients in a large casserole dish; bake at 350 degrees for about ½ hour or until sauce is bubbling and 
casserole top is getting crisp. Serve with salad and cornbread or biscuits.                                                  

  — By Bernie Stevenson, “Loves and Fishes” from St. Paul UMC in Ocean Springs, Mississippi

Methodist Tested Recipes

1 can cream of mushroom soup
1 can cream of celery soup
1 can yellow corn
1 can sliced carrots or freshly sliced 
carrots
1 can sliced mushrooms or fresh 
sliced mushrooms
1 soup can milk (may use more for 

desired moistness)
1 sm. onion, diced, for flavor
1 lg. bag broad egg noodles
1 1lb. roll Jimmy Dean breakfast 
sausage
Salt and pepper to taste for more 
flavor
Garlic powder to taste for more flavor

2016 Annual Conference Session Dates Set
 Bishop James E. Swanson Sr. announces the 2016 Session of the Mississippi Annual Conference  

will be June 9-11, 2016. Pre-conference workshops will be held on Wednesday, June 8, 2016. 

Answer to “Way Back When”
The person in the photo is Rev. Vickie White, the Mississippi Conference director of connectional ministries and communications. 
She is also the former district superintendent of the East Jackson District. Send your throwback images with details to Tamica@
mississippi-umc.org.
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As a courtesy to the Mississippi Annual Conference, job announcements from across the United Methodist connection are featured in 
The Circuit Rider. To submit an employment notice, send an email to news@mississipppi-umc.org.  Postings are not guaranteed 
to appear more than once in Mississippi Conference publications. To read a description of job opening(s) listed below as well as 
other listings, go to www.mississippi-umc.org/employmentopportunities.

• Director of Ministries to Girls at Vestavia Hills UMC - Birmingham, AL
• Church Secretary/Treasurer at Crystal Springs UMC - Crystal Springs, MS
• Part-time Music Director at Nugent UMC - Gulfport, MS
• Full-time Student Life/Social Media Director at Laurel First UMC - Laurel, MS
• Part-time Director of Music Ministries at Andrew Chapel UMC - Meridian, MS

Employment 

Stay Connected

www.facebook.com/pages/The-Mississippi-United-Methodist-Conference/436491529732524

https://twitter.com/Mississippi_UMC

www.youtube.com/channel/UCSRtxv_Kix8IbYuHKRMLIjg

www.flickr.com/photos/119483421@N02/

Stay Connected with ConnecTText
Mississippi United Methodists with the ability to receive text messaging via phone are encouraged to sign up for ConnecTText. 

The service is another option for people to stay informed about important dates and other conference happenings.

To sign up for ConnecTText:
1. Remember, you must have the ability to get text messages on your phone.
2. From your mobile phone, text the letters ‘MSUMC’ to the number 95577 and press send.
3. Wait a few seconds for a confirmation text and you’re connected!

Mississippi Conference’s Mobile App—MY MSUMC 
MY MSUMC — the Mississippi Conference of The United Methodist Church’s official mobile app — is available at no cost on all iPhone, 
Android, Galaxy and Blackberry phones and their corresponding pads and tablets.

MY MSUMC allows easy access to the latest conference events, local UM news and The Circuit Rider. The MY MSUMC app presents 
users with a unique opportunity to interact with the conference by submitting prayer requests, recording audio of personal testimonies 
and posting comments via facebook and twitter. Plus, the ‘Our Districts’ feature shows a comprehensive list of district contact informa-
tion and even directions from the user’s current location — all from a mobile smart phone or tablet device.

Feel free to leave a comment about the app on the Mississippi United Methodist Conference facebook and twitter pages.


