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The Mississippi Conference Four Core Values are love, generosity, justice and apprenticeship. 
For more information, visit www.mississippi-umc.org/thepowerofwe.
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Dozens of Mississippi Conference clergy have a better idea on how 
to address domestic violence. They recently participated in a one-day 
training event led by skilled persons working directly with victims of 
family violence.  There are two more training opportunities for clergy. 
Read the story in the section Connecting on page 4. 
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Luke 17:5-10 
New International Version (NIV)
5 The apostles said to the Lord, "Increase our faith!"

6 He replied, "If you have faith as small as a mustard seed, you can say to this mulberry tree, 'Be uprooted and planted in the sea,' and it will 
obey you

7 "Suppose one of you has a servant plowing or looking after the sheep. Will he say to the servant when he comes in from the field, 'Come 
along now and sit down to eat'? 8 Won't he rather say, 'Prepare my supper, get yourself ready and wait on me while I eat and drink; after that 
you may eat and drink'? 9 Will he thank the servant because he did what he was told to do? 10 So you also, when you have done everything 
you were told to do, should say, 'We are unworthy servants; we have only done our duty.'"

Sept.  30, 2016 (Friday) 
Bishop Swanson will welcome the SMI Conference at Galloway UMC in Jackson, Mississippi. 

Oct. 6-8 (Thursday-Saturday)  
Bishop Swanson will be participating in a town hall meeting with Ebony Bishops during the 48th Annual Meeting of the 
SEJ Black Methodist for Church Renewal, Inc., in Atlanta, Georgia.   He will also lead a Bible study.

Oct.  23, 2016 (Friday)  
Bishop Swanson will be preaching at First UMC, Lucedale, Mississippi at 10 a.m. 

Oct. 23, 2016 (Friday)  
Bishop Swanson will be preaching at St. Paul UMC in Ocean Springs, Mississippi at 5:30 p.m.  for the Stewardship 
Celebration. 

Oct. 30-Nov. 2 (Friday-Sunday)   
Bishop Swanson will attend the Council of Bishops at St Simons Island, Georgia.

Nov. 2-4, 2016 (Sunday-Tuesday)  
Bishop Swanson will be present for the Council of Bishops Extended Cabinet Summit in Jacksonville, Florida.

Nov.  4-7, 2016 (Tuesday-Friday) 
Bishop Swanson will be present for the Connectional Table, Jacksonville, Florida.  

word POWER

Bishop On the Move

For more information: 
www.umcdiscipleship.org/resources/

laity-sunday-2016-living-vital-worship

To Apply: 
http://www.mississippi-umc.

org/2016missiongrants
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Connecting

Living Out The POWER of We 
Loving, Learning, and Leading Together at We Are One            
By Tamica Smith Jeuitt, Communications Specialist, Mississippi Conference     

Photo right: This summer Pastor Tim Howard of We Are One United Methodist Church 
(seated front right) attended a retreat where small membership churches were coached 
on loving, learning, and leading.

Living Out The POWER of We is an opportunity for faith communities to become 
more relational in two ways: 1) by strengthening the relationship and walk with 
God, and 2) creating an ongoing way of building relationships beyond Sunday 
morning and Wednesday night with others as the body of Christ.

This edition of The Circuit Rider concludes a series of stories introducing Mis-
sissippi United Methodist congregations that are Living Out The POWER of We 
through loving, learning, and leading together.

Pastor Tim Howard recalls being a participant in a thriving small group ministry at Ander-
son United Methodist Church in Jackson, Mississippi.   Back then he was the church lay 
leader and an attorney. His leadership gifts were apparent not only to Mississippi United 
Methodist leaders but his law colleagues as well. Howard eventually put aside his law career and surrendered to the call of ministry when he 
and the small group were approached to start Anderson's sister church, We Are One United Methodist Church, in South Jackson. That was 
nearly a decade ago. According to Howard, membership is roughly 100 and the average age attending is 30. Membership growth is a chal-
lenge due to people leaving for better-paying jobs. The high count of families living in rental homes makes outreach difficult too.

"We can knock on a door on a Monday and come the next Monday, and the people have moved," explained Howard. Nevertheless, he is op-
timistic that the power of another small group will bring transformation to both the church and community. Howard and four lay members have 
joined as the ABIDE team.

They are following the ABIDE process which focuses on becoming like Jesus through lov-
ing, learning, and leading together in covenant creating an environment where people 
can be and make disciples.

"We are learning collectively to become better leaders. It takes all of us to put our gifts 
together. We have had to be very honest with one another. Things are going to come out 
that you did not intend to come out. So by us being vulnerable with one another it has al-
lowed us to be more loving," said Howard.

Since early spring 2016, the team meets eight hours a month for the purpose of clarifying 
the values, mission, and vision for the church.  They are now at the point of developing a 
Mission Action Plan (MAP) and soon ask ministries within the church to create MAP's as 
well.   When they are complete, We Are One will know what  God is calling them to do as 
a church.

Living Out The POWER of We in Mississippi means loving, learning, and leading 
that is rooted in Love, Generosity, Justice, and Apprenticeship.

To read the previous loving, learning, and leading stories from the series, Living Out The POWER 
of We, click on the links below.

Living Out The POWER of We at Hopewell UMC (#3):  
http://www.mississippi-umc.org/blogdetail/5969193

Living Out The POWER of We at Heritage UMC (#2):  
http://www.mississippi-umc.org/blogdetail/5824400

Living Out The POWER of We at Forest UMC (#1):  
http://www.mississippi-umc.org/blogdetail/5662676
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Clergy Domestic Violence Training "Eye-opener"
Photo right: Wendy Mahoney with the Mississippi Coalition Against Domestic Violence 
was seen at the head of the room.  She spoke to nearly 50 Mississippi United Methodist 
clergy about domestic violence. 

The first of three opportunities for Mississippi United Methodist clergy to receive training 
on addressing domestic violence was Tuesday, Sept. 27. The clergy met at St. Andrew's 
United Methodist Church in Oxford, Mississippi.

Under the leadership of Bishop James Swanson Sr., the Domestic Violence Task Force 
discerned the need for educating clergy to foster healthy, loving and violence-free rela-
tions in their congregations.

Representatives from the Mississippi Conference United Methodist Women, United Meth-
odist Men, laity, and clergy are members of the task force. 

The conference has joined the Mississippi Coalition Against Domestic Violence (http://mcadv.org) and will rely heavily on the coalition's 
teaching skills and resources to prepare clergy.

The Rev. Ricky Bishop attended Tuesday's presentation.

"What an eye-opener it was to learn that one in four women and one in seven men suffer from physi-
cal, emotional, or psychological abuse. No one deserves to be abused. Each person is a child of God 
whom He has fearfully and wonderfully made," said Bishop.

The Rev. Evelyn Fitzpatrick encourages all Mississippi pastors to sign-up for the next exercise.

"We must be aware that domestic violence is present, and it effects and attacks whoever allows it," 
she explained.   

The next Mississippi Conference clergy training on domestic violence is Oct. 20 in Biloxi at Moore 
Community Center.  The last date is Oct. 25 at Crossgates United Methodist Church in Brandon.  The cost is $25. A ½ CEU is available.  
There are deadlines for registration. Go to http://www.mississippi-umc.org/stopdomesticviolence for details and to register.

Bishop Swanson's personal heartbreak (http://www.mississippi-umc.org/blogdetail/721532) led to the formation of the task force.  He was 
as a teenager when he who lost his mother to domestic violence.

Changes and Traditions at Camp Lake Stephens
By David Carroll, Director of Development, Camp Lake Stephens

Photo right: A couple of happy campers from the United Methodist Camp Lake Stephens in Oxford, Mis-
sissippi.  

An article about Camp Lake Stephens could easily be filled with a catalog of physical improvements.

For example, after waiting for big delivery truck permits to be cleared, the "Camp Lake Stephens" welcom-
ing gateway arch found its proper place over the camp's entry drive before the beginning of the 2016 sum-
mer camping season. It's part of what said, "Welcome home!" to nearly 1,500 campers over the summer.

The gateway is not the only improvement that you will notice as you drive into the camp's entry area. What 
previously had been paved parking has been transformed into a grass and tree-lined entrance drive. The 
effect is a reclaiming of the entry area as green space.

Also, the former camp store, Quay's Place, has been re-purposed to house a new camp gift shop, and the 
surrounding greenery reflects a renewed commitment to sustainable practices.

To read the full story, go to http://files.constantcontact.com/c6cffd0c001/acfa6a33-e6b6-45f0-84c6-75ad8a3a1e52.pdf.

Key Celebrations Ahead for Gulfside Assembly
Photo right: A ribbon-cutting service for Gulfside Assembly's first structure since Hur-
ricane Katrina (the Bishop Leontine T.C. Kelly Open Air Chapel) was in February 2016. 
Click here to view more for the program.  

Planning is underway for special events to celebrate the United Methodist retreat, Gulf-
side Assembly in Waveland, Mississippi. The occasions will take place April 28-29, 2017. 
A gala honoring Gulfside's 94 years of service and a celebration of Gulfside's designation 
as a Heritage Landmark of The United Methodist Church are scheduled.  Founded in 
1923 by Robert E. Jones, the first Black Methodist Bishop, Gulfside Assembly was the 
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only place that African Americans and their friends could meet for spiritual, educational and recreational retreats. Hurricane Katrina destroyed 
the site in 2005.

The story below about Gulfside Assembly is an excerpt from the article "GC2016 to consider 3 sites for Heritage Landmarks" 
(http://www.umc.org/news-and-media/2016-gc-to-consider-three-sites-for-heritage-landmarks) by Maggie Hillery, a correspondent 
for United Methodist Communications.   

Gulfside Assembly began in 1923
Gulfside Assembly's contributions served thousands before Hurricane Katrina in 2005 destroyed every building on its grounds. Rebuilding to 
serve the future as it served the past is now front and center for the association that oversees the Waveland (Mississippi) site.

Founded in 1923 by Bishop Robert E. Jones, the first African-American bishop of the Methodist Episcopal Church. Gulfside Assembly began 
its life as a place where African Americans could gather in what was then a strictly segregated South and segregated Methodist Episcopal 
Church, South. During its lifetime, Gulfside served in many capacities as a training center, meeting place, planning center, overnight lodging 
for African Americans and a simple gathering place where African American and white citizens could come together.

Thurgood Marshall, a NAACP lawyer who later became the first African-American justice of the U.S. Supreme Court, and his associates used 
Gulfside to plan strategies for legal actions to end segregation at the University of Mississippi Law School.

The great opera singer Leontyne Price, a Methodist and Mississippi native, sang to racially mixed audiences at Gulfside.

A segregated jurisdiction for African-American Methodists ended in 1968 with the merger of the Methodist Church and the Evangelical United 
Brethren Church. Gulfside was part of the Central Jurisdiction, a separate jurisdiction for African Americans before the merger.

Gulfside had just opened the Norris Center, a $3-million facility named for Bishop Alfred Norris, when Katrina hit. The hurricane destroyed the 
Norris Center, along with other buildings on the site, and the insurance money had to be used to pay debt.

In March 2016, the Gulfside Association dedicated an open-air chapel to the late Bishop Leontine T.C. Kelly, the denomination's first female 
African-American bishop. The chapel is the first structure to go up on the site since Katrina's destruction in 2005.

"We are clear about one thing as a board and that is, haste will not resurrect what we have to do," the Rev. Elijah Stansell of the Texas Annual 
Conference told that gathering. "We have a huge task before us. We are going to take it slow, and we're going to work it meticulously. What 
we need from you are your fervent prayers and confidence in us that God is not finished with us yet."

"Gulfside is a proud part of the history of The United Methodist Church -- a historic and heritage landmark and a present part of our history. Its 
existence is still a physical story of a checkered past in racial matters of a great denomination, but [also] a place that has provided dynamic 
and effective ministry for black people and the whole church throughout its history." - From the application for Historic Landmark status.

To read the full article, go to http://www.umc.org/news-and-media/2016-gc-to-consider-three-sites-for-heritage-landmarks.

Photo ID Required at MS Polling Sites   
Mississippians are required to show a photo identification card at the voting polls. Those voting 
absentee have to present a photo ID as well. The Mississippi Secretary of State continues to educate 
the public on the photo ID requirements. Click here to find out the acceptable types of photo ID and 
other voter-related topics. The Presidential Election Day is Tuesday, Nov. 8, 2016.

Celebrating Mission Grants
Prodigious Pantry      
By Laura Lea Williams, Mississippi Conference Staff            

Photo right: Terry Wiggins, pictured left, and Archie Holland, pictured right, unload 
monthly provisions from 12 Baskets for the Prodigious Pantry.

The members of Mississippi City United Methodist Church in Gulfport, Mississippi,  have 
been extending the hands and feet of Christ to those within their community. Their food 
pantry ministry, the Prodigious Pantry, goes beyond those that they know to touch others 
within their community. In recent years, they have partnered with 12 Baskets, a Catholic 
Charities organization to receive food, but learned more help was still needed.

They realized that the allotment given wasn't enough to cover their growing client base. 
The Prodigious Pantry serves an average of 82 families, which turns into close to 200 
individuals a month.

The Prodigious Pantry aims to look beyond the business district of Gulfport to spread their love and help to others in need. Throughout their 
time working in the pantry, some workers will develop a bond with those who stop by more often. The workers take this time to talk to them 
and pray with them if they ask for it. For those working, the participants with the Prodigious Pantry have become more like an extended 
church family.
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Faith Communities

Tupelo District Issues Imagine No Malaria  
Challenge to Districts
The Rev. Dr. Jimmy Barnes, pictured right, the Tupelo District Superintendent, is call-
ing for Mississippi Conference districts to meet or beat the Tupelo District's goal of 
providing 10,000 nets for Imagine No Malaria.

Malaria is a mosquito-borne disease caused by a parasite. In Sub-Saharan Africa, 
malaria kills a child every two minutes. The United Methodist Church goal to raise $75 
million to eradicate malaria in places like Sub-Saharan Africa started in 2008. The 
funds cover the cost of prevention (bed nets), education, communication, and treat-
ment.

The Mississippi Conference Mission Focus is to 
provide 100,000 mosquito nets toward the denominational goal.

In a video message Barnes revealed the Tupelo District challenge in a video holding a fly swatter. 
To watch it, go to https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eO_EKNuLvLQ.

For more information on how your church, Sunday school class, Bible study or other faith com-
munity small group can help reach the conference goal, visit http://www.mississippi-umc.org/
inm. To contact the Mississippi Conference Imagine No Malaria field coordinator, Charity Gordon, 
email to inm@mississippi-umc.org or call, 662.825.0949. #beatmalariaMississippi

Gleaning Takes Passion and Commitment to Stop Hunger
By Gwen Sisson, Starkville District    

Photo right: Several truckloads of watermelons gleaned from the Delta, headed to 
Columbus to be distributed by St. James UMC to neighbors in need.  

Photo below right: Members of the Starkville, Senatobia and Greenwood Districts of 
the Mississippi Conference of the United Methodist Church joined forces glean water-
melons in the Delta on Aug. 6, 2016. 

It was a hot August day in the Mississippi Delta, but for Eve Priester of St. James 
United Methodist Church of Columbus, gleaning watermelons meant many hungry 
children in Columbus would have a special treat that day.

"Gleaning is one of the best ways to stop hunger," Priester said. "If you have the 
heart, the passion and the desire to do something outside of the box for your commu-
nity, this is a special project. It is about having a passion to help hungry neighbors in 
my community. It was a hard job, but it was so worth it."

Priester joined members of St. James UMC of Columbus, as well as members of 
Asbury UMC of Holly Springs and Wesley Memorial UMC of Greenwood to glean 
watermelons that were divided and brought back to their individual communities.

Rev. Brenda McCaskill of Wesley Memorial UMC in Greenwood (formerly of St. 
James UMC in Columbus) said it took some effort to bend down, pull the watermel-
ons, carry them, and to load them, but three teams from the Greenwood, Senatobia, 
and Starkville UMC Districts worked together in unity to fill up three trucks and a 
trailer.

Working with 12 Baskets allowed The Prodigious Pantry to start their work, but their Mississippi Conference Connectional Ministries Mission 
Grant allowed them to expand it and touch more lives. The Prodigious Pantry has distributed food to 555 households between November 
2014 and July 2015 as well as distributing 204 bags to the members of the homeless community in their area.

The Mississippi Conference Connectional Ministries Mission Grants are a matching grant available to United Methodist churches and United 
Methodist sponsored or related agencies in Mississippi. Grants range from $500 to $2,500 per project, with one award of up to $10,000. They 
are awarded to form spiritual leaders, new places for new people, connections through existing congregations and engagement in ministry 
with the poor; therefore, living out the four Core Values of The POWER of We. 

The POWER of We funded in part by your apportioned mission shares.
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"It felt great to give something to people and to witness the appreciation on their faces," said McCaskill. "Many people thought we were 
selling watermelons, but when they found out they were free, they gladly accepted a melon."

Watermelons were distributed at Columbus St. James UMC in Columbus by Terry and Eve Priester; at Asbury UMC in Holly Springs by 
Rev. Fred and Emma Brown; and at Greenwood Wesley Memorial UMC by Rev Brenda McCaskill and her sister-in-law, Monica Mc-
Caskill.

The churches are volunteers with The Society of St. Andrew of Mississippi, who organized the watermelon gleaning project in the Delta.

Andy Lemmon, the Mississippi-Arkansas director of The Society of St. Andrew, said over 100,000 pounds of watermelons were gleaned 
in the Delta by the three churches. Lemmon said produce typically gleaned have cosmetic defects that will not allow the food to be sold 
by the farmer, but they are just as fresh and tasty as the produce picked for market.

"It is a blessing when farmers allow us to glean food that could not be sold at market, but still good to eat," Lemmon said. "It is a 
cost-effective way to provide fresh fruit and vegetables for those families who are living in poverty in Mississippi. It makes a significant 
impact on hunger in Mississippi."

The Society of St. Andrew is a nation-wide faith-based nonprofit organization that connects farmers and volunteers to deliver fresh food 
to people in need.

To volunteer and receive updates on year-round gleaning opportunities in Mississippi, contact Lemmon at 769-233-0887 and find them 
on Facebook.

Glory Sighting for Kosciusko First UMC  
Photo right: Dr. Scott Wright of Kosciusko First UMC showing the "Mission Share 
Mountain."

Kosciusko First United Methodist Church in Attala County has been a very active and 
prosperous church in its location since 1885. They have many faithful and loving pas-
tors over the years and are currently under the leadership of Dr. D. Scott Wright. The 
church facilities are large and they demand support through attendance and giving, 
even though both have been wavering. The church has faced the same problems as 
many of our sister churches in the Mississippi Conference, with maintenance cost 
skyrocketing and other physical plant issues, so they have been forced to let their 
Mission Share Giving falter. In fact, it has been quite a few years Kosciusko UMC has 
paid 100 percent. However, God is not through with this church yet!

As of September of 2016, due to the persistence, excitement and hard work of many members, the church is proud to share that they 
have paid a tremendous amount of their Mission Shares. This is simply God working in and through the church. Kosciusko First UMC 
acknowledged it as a blessing and wanted to share this good news! With hard work and dedication, we can move mountains! Quoting 
from a recent article about Glory Sightings, written by Peggy Keady, "the good news to date is that Kosciusko First United Methodist 
Church has reached 80 percent in its Mission Share Giving. That my friends is a Glory Sighting!"

Students

A Mission-Minded Congregation
By Allyson Mosley, Cooper's Chapel UMC

Photo right: Pastor Wesley Pepper lead a prayer with the youth. 

Cooper's Chapel Church: A United Methodist Congregation of Quitman has had an 
eventful summer, beginning with Vacation Bible School kicking off July 10 with Cave 
Quest. Averaging 75-100 kids every night, there were 25 professions of faith during 
the course of the week. Each night, offerings were made by VBS attendees to help 
fund the packing of meals for Stop Hunger Now in August. We are so appreciative 
of our volunteers who help make VBS a reality and bring the message of Christ to 
children who may not otherwise hear it -- from the teachers and teenagers who help teach the classes to the kitchen staff who makes 
serving dinner and cleanup go smoothly. 

Stop Hunger Now was held on August 14 in the Cooper's Chapel Fellowship Hall. Little by little, with change from our children and 
generous donations, we were able to raise enough money to pack 15,768 meals at $.29 per meal. We had over 100 volunteers help 
pack meals, weigh, seal, and box meals to feed hungry families wherever the need is greatest. Approximately 795 million people in 
the world are chronically malnourished. One in every nine people on our planet go to bed hungry each night. Stop Hunger Now gets 
food and life-saving aid to the world's most vulnerable people, and works to end global hunger in our lifetime. Established in 1998, they 
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have provided over 225 million meals in 74 countries. Stop Hunger Now is based in Raleigh, N.C., and operates throughout the U.S. 
and through affiliates in developing countries. If your congregation would like to host an event, go to  http://www.stophungernow.org/
host-meal-packaging-event.

Cooper's Chapel is also currently collecting cleaning buckets to help in the devastation following the historic floods in Louisiana through 
UMCOR, United Methodist Committee on Relief, which provides humanitarian and disaster response in the United States and interna-
tionally. At present, the congregation has provided 22 buckets, with more expected in the coming days. UMCOR also provides birthing, 
health and school kits to help sustain everyday life for people who lack ready access to essential supplies. For more information on 
flood cleaning buckets, go to http://www.umcor.org/UMCOR/Relief-Supplies for information on supplies, assembly, and transport of 
relief buckets.

Cooper's Chapel is blessed to have so many in our congregation who are willing to give their time, money, and talents to help spread 
God's love.

Cooper’s Chapel UMC is a part of the vital congregations committee (VCC).  The VCC is a discernment body that ensures the ongoing 
effec tiveness and oneness of annual conference churches, ministries and committees. The extended cabinet nominates the member-
ship which is comprised of nine churches (each represented by a pas tor and a member).

Administry

Reminder: Open Enrollment
Beginning the 1st of October, eligible members will have an opportunity 
to enroll in the Mississippi Conference insurance plan(s) with an effective 
date of January 1, 2017. To be eligible to participate in the conference 
sponsored insurance plan(s), you must be under appointment Episcopal 
appointment serving at least ¾ times (75%) with a minimum compensa-
tion of $20,454.

The Open Enrollment Period allows you the opportunity to enroll in or 
change:   

• Your Medical Plan: PPO (Preferred Provider Organization) or HDHP 
(High Deductible Health Plan)

• Your Dental Plan: Enrollment is for a minimum 12 month period and you 
must participate in the conference sponsored medical plan to be eligible 
for enrollment.

• Your Vision Plan: Enrollment is for a minimum 12 month period and you must participate in the conference sponsored medical plan to 
be eligible for enrollment.

• Add eligible dependents to your plan(s) or drop dependents from your plan(s); and

• Enroll or re-enroll in the Flexible Spending Accounts: Annual Election not available mid-year

   - You must Re-Enroll in your Flexible Spending Account(s) each year if you would like to continue to participate.

   - New enrollments for the Flexible Spending Account(s) will also be accepted during this time.

If you are NOT changing plans, enrolling in new plans, or adding/dropping dependents, you DO NOT need to do anything. Your benefits 
will continue as they currently are through the 2017 plan year. However, the following exceptions apply:

Please remember, you may only make changes to your plans during 2017 if you experience a qualifying life status change. (Example: 
marriage, domestic partner registration, birth or adoption of a child, etc.). You must make your changes within 30 days of the life status 
change, or you will have to wait until the next Open Enrollment.

Enrollment forms (change forms) and Rates are published on the conference website on the Board of Medical Benefits webpage. The 
benefit rates for plan year 2017 will remain the same as the plan year 2016 rates.

http://www.mississippi-umc.org/boardofmedicalbenefits  

Retirees Open Enrollment: 
If you are over 65 and Medicare Eligible, we offer a fully insured Medicare part F look alike supplement with a prescription drug card. 
Please contact AmWINS at 1-877-282-1425 to request open enrollment information.

Please note if you are an eligible retired clergy person that is not currently insured and you are serving at least ¾ times (75%) with a 
minimum compensation of $20,454 you are also eligible to participate in the conference sponsored insurance plan(s) offered to clergy 
that has not retired.



9

Stay Connected with ConnecTText
Mississippi United Methodists with the ability to receive text messaging via phone are encouraged to sign up for ConnecTText. 
The service is another option for people to stay informed about important dates and other conference happenings.

To sign up for ConnecTText:
1. Remember, you must have the ability to get text messages on your phone. 
2. From your mobile phone, text the letters ‘MSUMC’ to the number 95577 and press send.
3. Wait a few seconds for a confirmation text and you’re connected!

Mississippi Conference’s Mobile App—MY MSUMC 
MY MSUMC—the Mississippi Conference of The United Methodist Church’s official mobile app—is available at no cost on all iPhone, 
Android, Galaxy and Blackberry phones and their corresponding pads and tablets. MY MSUMC allows easy access to the latest confer-
ence events, local UM news and The Circuit Rider. The MY MSUMC app presents users with a unique opportunity to interact with the 
conference by submitting prayer requests, recording audio of personal testimonies and posting comments via facebook and twitter. 
Plus, the ‘Our Districts’ feature shows a comprehensive list of district contact information and even directions from the user’s current 
location—all from a mobile smart phone or tablet device.

• If you are a clergy person participating in the Medicare supplemental plan serving in an appointment at least ¾ times (75%) with a 
minimum compensation of $20,454 you must reenroll in one of the Blue Cross Blue Shield Plans, PPO: Preferred Provider Organization 
or HDHP: High Deductible Health Plan because of the Medicare Secondary Payer Rules and Affordable Care Act (ACA).

If you have any questions, please contact with Sheila P. Owens, Benefits Administrator, at the Mississippi Conference office, 601-354-
0515.  

Mission Mississippi Annual Reconciliation Celebration 
Sept. 29, 2016 
Make plans to attend the Annual Racial Reconciliation Celebration in Jackson, Mississippi, Sept. 29, 2016 at the Jackson Convention 
Complex.  The Summit, Luncheon and Next Steps Workshops will address the current racial climate and how we can work together to 
improve Mississippi. This full day of activity is meant to Equip, Enlist, Engage & Empower Mississippians to take an active role in racial 
reconciliation and healing.

For more information, visit http://bit.ly/2cytQb9. 

2016 SMI Conferences
Sept. 30 - Oct. 1
The Student Ministry Initiative (SMI) movement was developed to equip children, youth and family ministries to embrace a long-
standing impactful plan for ministry in their local church. The Mississippi Conference welcomes Mark Devries, Founder and President 
of Ministry Architects, along with the rest of his ministry team to the 2016 SMI Conference at Galloway Memorial UMC in Jackson. For 
more details, visit www.mississippi-umc.org/smiconference.

The Gathering Tour
Sept. | Oct. | Nov.
Coming this fall, The Gathering Student Conference is on the road, bringing some of the amazing artists that youth will see at The Gath-
ering 2017. Attendance to The Gathering Imagine Tour is free. While registration for this event is requested for planning, we welcome 
additional guests. Register online at www.mississippi-umc.org/thegatheringimagetour. Make plans to attend where The Gathering 
Imagine Tour stops in your region! Featuring: Big Al, Lo and DJ Blaha.

Salem Camp Meeting
Oct. 3- 9, 2016
The 190th annual Salem Camp Meeting officially begins Monday, Oct. 3, with special singing at 6:30 p.m., and 7 p. m. worship, and 
conclude with the 5 p. m. worship services on Sunday, Oct. 9. The Salem Campground is one mile west of Highway 63 near the 
George-Jackson County line. For more information, view file: http://bit.ly/2ch8OPn.

Celebration of Pearl River Church on Lambuth Day
Oct. 6, 2016
You are invited to the Annual Lambuth Day Service, Thursday, Oct. 6, 2016, 2:30 p.m. at Pearl River United Methodist Church, Madison 
Mississippi. A celebration of Pearl River Church's designation as a Heritage Landmark of the United Methodist Church will be marked 
by an address from Rev. Alfred Day, General Secretary, United Methodist Church Commission on Archives and History.  Refreshments 
will be served.  For more information or directions, contact Debra McIntosh, 601-974-1077.

2016 Local Church Administry Training
Oct. 8 | Nov. 12 | Dec. 3
The financial leadership training provides counsel and guidance to strengthen the administrative and financial abilities of the local 
church treasurer, financial secretary, finance committee members and church business administrators. Successful completion of the 
training session and assignments will result in a Mississippi Conference recognized church "administer." View the Local Church Admin-
istry Training brochure here: http://bit.ly/2ccUKrW. To register for upcoming sessions near you, visit http://bit.ly/28T7OBx.

Early Response Training (ERT)
Oct. 8, 2016
The Mission of an Early Response Team is to provide a caring Christian presence in the aftermath of a disaster. This team is neither a 
first response group of emergency workers nor a recovery rebuild or repair team -- rather it fills a specific need in the early days after a 
disaster to establish the presence of the church. Come to the training and be a part of the team Saturday, Oct. 8 from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
at the Meridian District Office. The deadline to register is Friday, Oct. 7 at noon. Sign up here: http://bit.ly/2cM8GXz.

Save the Date  |  Announcements
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Coldwater UMC Church Anniversary
Oct. 9, 2016
You are invited Oct. 9, 2016, to help celebrate the Coldwater United Methodist Church 150th Anniversary. Registration is at 2 p.m. Ser-
vice is at 3 p.m. with a picnic supper at 5 p.m.   The keynote speaker for will be Dr. Jimmy Buskirk, pastor of Coldwater United Method-
ist Church from 1961 to 1963. He's also founding Dean of the School of Theology at Oral Roberts University.To read the full announce-
ment, go to http://files.constantcontact.com/c6cffd0c001/b2e02838-ced9-4dcc-8419-bf7417ee3b85.pdf.

Lecture Series with Joseph Reiff
Oct. 11, 2016
Dr. Joseph Reiff author of "Born of Conviction: White Methodist and the Mississippi's Closed Society," is the guest for the Lowrie and 
Ingram lecture series presented by Memphis Theological Seminary and Methodist House of Studies. Reiff is a member of the Missis-
sippi Conference of The United Methodist Church. View http://bit.ly/2czO0mJ for details.

Six Week Community Health Program
Sept. - Oct. 13, 2016
Each Wednesday from 1 p.m. - 3 p.m., the Racial and Ethnic Approaches to Community Health Reach (REACH) meets at John Wesley 
UMC's Health Education Center in Durant, Mississippi. The program is free. For more information and to register, jwumc.durant@
gmail.com.

Study: By Water and the Spirit 
Oct. 15, 2016 
Attend this study based on the document "By Water and the Spirit" and on the study book by Gayle Carlton Felton. This study describes 
the United Methodist understanding of the sacrament of Baptism. It will take place on Saturday, Oct. 15, 2016, at the Senatobia District 
Office (551 N. Robinson St.) from 9 a.m.-3 p.m. Lunch will be provided. The deadline to register is Oct. 1, 2016. Call Cheryl at 662-
562-5865 for more information.

Orange Tour Coming to Hattiesburg 
Oct. 17-18, 2016 
Will what happens in your church THIS SUNDAY matter in someone's life on Monday? At Orange Tour you'll discover how to design a 
strategic experience each Sunday, reach families who don't show up this Sunday, craft a message that lasts far beyond Sunday, help 
small group leaders stay connected to kids after Sunday, and much more.

For more information, check out The Orange Tour at www.heritage-umc.org, or www.orangetour.org.

Worship Night in America
Oct. 25, 2016
Join Asbury Church in Petal, Mississippi at 7 p.m. on Tuesday, Oct. 25, 2016, for Worship Night in America: An Evening of Unity and 
Prayer for Our Country. This is a nationwide, one-night event presented by Chris Tomlin with tens of thousands of other Christians gath-
ered in churches and theaters. 

Tickets are just $7.00 and are available at www.christomlin.com -- click on MS, then choose Petal - Asbury Church.   

Simpson-Smith Cluster Harvest Fest
Nov. 6, 2016
The Simpson-Smith Cluster of United Methodist Churches invites you to their annual "Harvest Fest" service on Sunday, Nov. 6, 2015, 5 
p.m. at Mendenhall UMC. The Rev. Dianne Harms of the Raleigh UMC will deliver the message with cluster pastors participating in the 
service. There will be refreshments. For more information contact Barbara Fuller, 601-946-5613.

Camp Lake Stephens, Youth Spiritual Life Retreat
Nov. 11-13, 2016
The annual Youth Spiritual Life Retreat is a chance for youth in grades 7-12 to come and encounter God in a beautiful camp setting.  
While in the midst of God's creation, youth will have the opportunity to attend worship sessions led by gifted speakers and musicians, 
participate in small groups, and play and fellowship with one another.  Leading worship sessions for the weekend will be Trey Skaggs, 
along with Eddie Willis and the Narrow Path Band.  For additional information, please contact Chap Fenwick at chap@camplakeste-
phens.com. 

UMC #GivingTuesday
Nov. 29, 2016
Plans are underway for the 2016 United Methodist Church #GivingTuesday celebration! Last year, nearly 6,000 donors from 27 coun-
tries donated $2.8 million through The Advance to support mission and ministries around the world. Thank you for your faithful giving.
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On Nov. 29, join with other United Methodists around the world to change more lives. You are sure to find a project that fits your pas-
sion and desire to make a difference. For more information, go to http://www.umcmission.org/give-to-mission/search-for-projects/
Advance-Project-Search.

Baker's Chapel Live Nativity
Dec. 10-11, 2016
Baker's Chapel UMC will have a live nativity on Dec. 10-11, 2016 at the church from 6 p.m. to 9 p.m. The church is at 1965 Johnston 
Road in Hernando, Mississippi. Admission is free.

Camp Lake Stephens, Overflow
Jan. 14-16, 2017
Traditionally taking place over New Year's, Overflow has become a Camp Lake Stephens constant for now over 30 years!  Now for the 
first time, Overflow will take place during the Martin Luther King., Jr. weekend. Youth in grades 7-12 either individually or with their youth 
groups are invited to attend. Leading our worship sessions for the weekend will be Russ Polsgrove, along with Matt King and Austin 
Black.  Additionally, we are excited to announce the return of Big Al to the Camp Lake Stephens stage. For additional information, 
please contact Chap Fenwick at chap@camplakestephens.com.

The Gathering Imagine Tour 2017
Feb. 24-26
The vision behind The Gathering is to create a high energy weekend conference for students to gather from all over Mississippi to cel-
ebrate the Lord and Savior. Organizers are committed to create a weekend event that is first-class quality with the best worship teams 
and communicators. Go to www.mississippi-umc.org/thegathering for early bird registration and more.

Lay Servant School Sponsored by Desoto Cluster
Feb. 25, 2017
The Desoto Cluster is hosting lay servant school at Hernando UMC on Saturday, Feb. 25, 2017. A barbecue lunch plate will be provided 
for $5.   Brochures with registration forms will be available later. 

View instructors here: http://files.constantcontact.com/c6cffd0c001/71a610e8-11b8-425e-a694-a92584fcb01b.pdf. 

UMC Events
Visit www.umc.org/news-and-media/looking-ahead-upcoming-events to see more educational opportunities and other upcoming 
events in the life of The United Methodist Church.  

Hot Pepper Jelly

Grind peppers in food processor. Drain excess liquid. Combine in heavy boiler:  
peppers, sugar, and vinegar. Add Certo. Cook on high heat. Boil for one minute,  
stirring constantly.                                   

 — By Nora and Chester Harvey from "Loaves and Fishes, A Collection of Favorites"
from St. Paul UMC, Ocean Springs, Mississippi 

Methodist Tested Recipes

2 c. ground bell peppers drained 
(about 11 or 12)
½ c. ground hot peppers
7 c. sugar

1 ½ c. cider vinegar
1 box Certo

As a courtesy to the Mississippi Annual Conference, job announcements from across the United Methodist connection are featured in 
The Circuit Rider. To submit an employment notice, send an email to news@mississipppi-umc.org.  Postings are not guaranteed 
to appear more than once in Mississippi Conference publications. To read a description of job opening(s) listed below as well as 
other listings, go to www.mississippi-umc.org/employmentopportunities.

• Part-time youth minister at Eupora First UMC, Eupora, MS
• Director of Youth Ministries at First United Methodist Church, Arlington, TX

Employment 
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Stay Connected
• Facebook: www.facebook.com/pages/The-Mississippi-United-Methodist-Conference/436491529732524
• Twitter: https://twitter.com/Mississippi_UMC
• You Tube: www.youtube.com/channel/ UCSRtxv_Kix8IbYuHKRMLIjg
• Flickr: www.flickr.com/photos/119483421@N02/

Stay Connected with ConnecTText
Mississippi United Methodists with the ability to receive text messaging via phone are encouraged to sign up for ConnecTText. 
The service is another option for people to stay informed about important dates and other conference happenings.

To sign up for ConnecTText:
1. Remember, you must have the ability to get text messages on your phone. 
2. From your mobile phone, text the letters ‘MSUMC’ to the number 95577 and press send.
3. Wait a few seconds for a confirmation text and you’re connected!

Mississippi Conference’s Mobile App—MY MSUMC 
MY MSUMC—the Mississippi Conference of The United Methodist Church’s official mobile app—is available at no cost on all iPhone, 
Android, Galaxy and Blackberry phones and their corresponding pads and tablets. MY MSUMC allows easy access to the latest confer-
ence events, local UM news and The Circuit Rider. The MY MSUMC app presents users with a unique opportunity to interact with the 
conference by submitting prayer requests, recording audio of personal testimonies and posting comments via facebook and twitter. 
Plus, the ‘Our Districts’ feature shows a comprehensive list of district contact information and even directions from the user’s current 
location—all from a mobile smart phone or tablet device.


