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Praying for a Second Chance
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Bishop James Swan-
son Sr. (red tie) joins 
in a prayer following a 
presentation by the once 
prominent Mississippi 
Attorney, Richard “Dickie” 
Scruggs (right, wearing 
glasses). Find out what 
has Swanson inter-
ested in Scruggs’ second 
chance after prison. See 
story on page 3.
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Mark 9:30-37 
New International Version (NIV)
Jesus Predicts His Death a Second Time
30 They left that place and passed through Galilee. Jesus did not want anyone to know where they were, 31 because he was teaching 
his disciples. He said to them, “The Son of Man is going to be delivered into the hands of men. They will kill him, and after three days he 
will rise.” 32 But they did not understand what he meant and were afraid to ask him about it.

33 They came to Capernaum. When he was in the house, he asked them, “What were you arguing about on the road?” 34 But they 
kept quiet because on the way they had argued about who was the greatest.

35 Sitting down, Jesus called the Twelve and said, “Anyone who wants to be first must be the very last, and the servant of all.”

36 He took a little child whom he placed among them. Taking the child in his arms, he said to them, 37 “Whoever welcomes one of 
these little children in my name welcomes me; and whoever welcomes me does not welcome me but the one who sent me.”

word POWER

Bishop On the Move

An Invitation to All: 

For more information, go to http://tinyurl.com/nnmq478, or you may contact Joy Carr at carrhaus@comcast.net for details too. We 
don’t want you to miss out on this rich experience. Come and be blessed!

Bishop on the Move
Mark your calendar to attend events where Bishop James E. Swanson Sr. will be visiting in the upcoming days. 

• Sept. 26, 2015 (Saturday) - Bishop Swanson will be preaching at the closing worship for the laity and clergy Collaborative Leadership 
Conference, Sept. 26, 2015 at Christ United Methodist Church in Jackson, Mississippi. Service starts at 3:30 p.m.

• Oct. 6-7, 2015 (Tuesday –Wednesday) - Bishop Swanson will attend the 132nd Founder’s Day and Ebony Exploration@Gammon, in 
Atlanta, Georgia.  This event is for young African Americans (ages 18-35) to Hear, Discern and Respond to God’s call to ordained minis-
try, and explore gifts and graces in The United Methodist Church.  Swanson is the chair of the board of trustees at Gammon Theological 
Seminary.
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Bishop Swanson Inspires Fallen Attorneys’ Second Chance
By Tamica Smith Jeuitt, Senior Communications Specialist, Mississippi Conference 

Photo right: Richard “Dickie” Scruggs (right) grew up in the Methodist church and became 
Presbyterian after marriage. Bishop James Swanson Sr. (right) has teased him for making the 
change.

Photo below right: Richard “Dickie” Scruggs (fourth from the right) pictured with Mississippi 
Conference clergy at Parkway Hills UMC in Madison, Mississippi. 

Recently, dozens of people filled a room at Parkway Hills United Methodist Church in Madison, 
Mississippi for a presentation by the once famed attorney, Richard “Dickie” Scruggs. He is also 
considered Mississippi’s richest man. Scruggs was at Parkway Hills to inform the group about 
Second Chance Mississippi, an adult education program he started as a result of his experi-
ence in federal prison. He was incarcerated after pleading guilty of conspiring to bribe a judge 
in 2008.   An internet search of his name revealed the dark details of his crime and words like 
“ruthless” to describe his actions. In September 2014, Scruggs was released from jail yet another word beginning with the letter “r” to 
define him—redeemed.

“People who care about it (the case) have pretty much made up their minds about just how guilty I was and I plead guilty so I am just 
going to let it stay there. I regret that I made the decisions I made, said Scruggs.”  

Mississippi Conference Bishop James Swanson Sr. attended the gathering at 
Parkway Hills.   He was introduced to Scruggs a few months earlier. Swanson said 
they talked about Scruggs’ job behind bars. He taught math to other inmates who 
had difficulty passing the General Education Development (GED) exam. They also 
discussed Scruggs’ desire for the reportedly 500,000 adults in Mississippi without 
high school diplomas to earn their GED as well.

“I told him that I don’t think God meant for you to go to prison but God will never be 
outdone. If we foul-up God’s plan A, God always has a plan B. So, in the midst of 
that, God took what looked like a bad situation for you and not only redeemed your 
life, but now using you to redeem other people’s lives,” said Swanson.  

During their initial meeting Swanson also suggested Scruggs involve the church in 
his mission. It was an idea that Scruggs and his team implemented, making their 
first speech before a faith community at Parkway Hills.

“I think the churches can identify people in their congregation or people their congregants know who would be good candidates for a 
Second Chance, and the churches sponsor them. By that I don’t mean give them a full ride, but to help them over any financial hurdles 
that come up along the way that might cause them (candidates) to drop out again,” said Scruggs.

With a fresh outlook on life, Scruggs travels Mississippi raising awareness and funds for Second Change Mississippi. He’s partnered 
with the state’s 15 community college districts. He said the money received for the program goes directly to the Mississippi Community 
College Foundation earmarked for adult education and GED. 

At one point Scruggs said he wondered how people would receive his mission following his fall. To his surprise, they have helped him 
press forward.

“Nobody has said a thing to me other than keep going. I haven’t heard a single negative comment but that doesn’t mean somebody 
has made one. I have not had anything but encouragement from everybody that knows about this,” stated Scruggs, a man with a new 
purpose, thanks to a second chance.

For more information about Second Chance Mississippi, visit www.secondchancems.com. To inquire about getting your church in-
volved, contact Catti Clanton at cclanton@secondchancems.com. 

Connecting
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Commentary: Disability Ministry
By Rev. Allison Parvin

Photo right: Dr. Scott Crawford, lay delegate and disability rights activist, prepares for the 
beginning of the Laity Executive Session at the 2015 Annual Conference session.

Here in the south, your worth seems to be given to you by what you can offer society. People 
with certain kinds of jobs have more worth than people with other kinds of jobs. The world 
ascribes all kinds of values to people based on what they do, where they went to school, if and 
who they marry, how much power and prestige and privilege you possess.

But Jesus came to be the body of Christ redeemed for the world. And that meant that none of 
those things mattered. People mattered.

Before going into the ministry, I taught students with profound intellectual disabilities who were 
medically fragile. By society’s standards these children had no value, but by Jesus’ standards, 
these children were priceless because they are made in the image of God. 

One day, a parent called me and asked me to tell her son that his dad had died and gone to heaven. I got down on the mat with Dimitri 
and held him close and told him that his dad passed away. He won’t live at your house with you anymore; he is living with Jesus in 
heaven. A tear ran down his face. When I got up, I noticed all the other kids had their heads turned towards Dimitri and had tears run-
ning down their faces...the world said these kids had no value and yet, what they showed Dimitri that day was priceless. They showed 
compassion for Dimitri.

Compassion is what Jesus says matters on that day we stand before him in heaven.
My students showed me how valuable they were, not because of anything they could do, but because they were created in the image of 
God. Then the Holy Spirit reminded me that I was also created in the image of God. God called me into the ministry when I was a teen, 
but that call wasn’t recognized probably because I was a young girl. God showed me through those kids that it doesn’t matter what 
society thinks of you, what God thinks about you is what is important and to be faithful to God’s call on your life.

God loved us enough to become one of us in Jesus Christ to save us, but also because this life matters-how we treat each other mat-
ters. We follow a Savior who sees everyone as valuable and makes room for everyone in His body. How do we make room for every-
one in our churches? How do we let everyone know that they are precious in God’s sight?

If you’d like help making sure your church welcomes all people, especially those who are differently abled, contact Rev. Eric Pridmore 
with the Mississippi Conference Disability Ministry Committee at eric@poplarvillefumc.org or call 601-278-3758.

United Methodists Help Prepare for Pope’s Visit        
United Methodist News Service (UMNS)

Photo right: Rev. Maidstone Mulenga speaks at a press conference on criminal 
justice reform and the upcoming visit of Pope Francis. (Photo from UMNS)

United Methodists joined with Roman Catholic leaders as the two faith groups 
celebrated the upcoming visit of Pope Francis to the U.S. capital and recommitted 
to work together in ministries of justice. Part of this effort will be a focus on criminal 
justice reform. Melissa Lauber of the Baltimore-Washington Conference reports. To 
read the story, visit http://tinyurl.com/om66n7h.

Young Clergy Growth All Among Women       
United Methodist News Service (UMNS)

Women are responsible for gains in the percentage of elders under age 35 in The United Methodist Church, ac-
cording to the annual Clergy Age Trends report from the Lewis Center for Church Leadership. In 2015, 986 young 
elders make up 6.56 percent of the pool of active elders, but the pool of elders is down by 3,000 since 2005. The 
percentage of women among young elders has increased from 31 percent in 2005 to 41 percent in 2015. Among 
young deacons, the percentage of women is 80 percent. To read the report, go to www.churchleadership.com/
clergyage/. 
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Garrett-Evangelical President Honored 
United Methodist News Service (UMNS)

Lallene J. Rector, photo right, president of Garrett-Evangelical Theological Seminary, has been 
named the latest recipient of Boston University School of Theology’s Distinguished Alumni/ae 
Award. Both seminaries are United Methodist. Rector, first female and first layperson to be presi-
dent at Garrett, will get the award on Sept. 17 at Boston University. To read the press release, 
visit http://tinyurl.com/p3dbf6x.      

Special Offering: World Communion 
Sunday, Oct. 4 2015 
Around the globe, countless gifted and qualified people face financial obstacles that hinder them 
from preparing for the vocation God has given them, especially youth and young adults. For eth-
nic students who will be the first generation in their families to attend college, or for those people 
of color who haven’t historically had access to resources that make higher education possible, 
the road toward education has often been unwieldy.

What would it look like if the church today imitated Jesus’ affirmation of the full dignity and God-
given potential of all women and men-especially those who’ve historically been assigned to the 
world’s margins? On World Communion Sunday your giving helps to provide scholarships for 

national and international graduate students whom God has gifted to learn and to serve. Go to http://tinyurl.com/pdp2r67 to order free 
promotional resources. To download bulletin inserts, go to www.umcgiving.org/ministry-articles/world-communion-sunday.

Faith Communities

Tupelo District Gatherings
From Tupelo District Communications

Photo right: The Mini-Mission u event was one of several happenings in August that 
brought people from the Tupelo District together. 

On Saturday, Aug. 8, 2015, St. Paul UMC in Tupelo hosted the Tupelo District United 
Methodist Women Mini-Mission u. The two speakers were Barbara Adams, UMW 
president for New Albany District (pictured on the left) and Margaret Gipson of Ox-
ford.

Kathleen Smith, Tupelo District UMW president, noted the speakers introduced two 
study books: Created for Happiness: Understanding Your Life in God and Latin America: People and Faith. Organizers said this was a 
great event with wonderful fellowship among the UMW members. 

Around 100 people gathered on Saturday, Aug. 22, 2015, at First United Methodist Church Tupelo for the annual Mission and Ministry 
event. Ben Orr and Rev. Dr. Jimmy Barnes led the group in singing and a group of clergy shared the devotion with Izzie Zimmerman 
leading prayer. Laity dispersed to the various sessions offered: Methodism 101 (led by Rev. Tim Thompson), Safe Sanctuaries (led by 
Rev. Kenny McGill), Clergy Compensation (led by David Stotts), and Children and Youth Ministry (Izzie Zimmerman). The clergy met 
to be better equipped for the upcoming charge conference work and to discuss other clergy matters. The Tupelo District thanks all who 
attended and especially First UMC Tupelo for hosting.

Festival on the Field
By Kristen Partin, Director of Older Children’s Ministries at First UMC Tupelo

Photo right: A hot air balloon towered over the crowd that came out for the joint 
festival. 

A joint venture during the 2012 Trunk-or-Treat Festival has grown into an ecumenical 
partnership between four downtown churches in Tupelo, Mississippi, that continues 
to thrive. This partnership crosses theological, physical, and racial barriers in a united 
effort to be the Church and promote unity within our community.

On Wednesday, Aug. 26, 2015, members from First United Methodist Church, St. 
Paul’s United Methodist Church, All Saints’ Episcopal Church, and First Presbyterian 
Church gathered at Robins Field in Tupelo for their third fellowship gathering. From 
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the chicken and hot dogs, to the live music and bounce castles for the children, to the hot air balloon rides for anyone willing, the fun 
and excitement at the gathering attracted those living in the neighborhood and people driving in the area. Folks greeted each other 
across the field, laughter dominated the evening and everyone was welcomed, regardless of where they lived or attended church. 

The four churches involved in this partnership are committed to building and fostering the relationships between the churches and to 
continuously look for ways to build each other up and support each other. Yes, they are all already making plans for next year!

“Let us consider how we can stir up one another to love. Let us help one another to do good works. Let us not give up meeting together. 
Some are in the habit of doing this. Instead, let us cheer each other up with words of hope. Let us do it all the more as you see the day 
coming when Christ will return.” (Hebrews 10:24-25 NIRV)

Stepping Out In Faith
By Cynthia Laird, Certified Lay Servant Senatobia District

Photo right: Ellen Cummings poses with children in South Sudan. 

On Sunday, Aug. 30, 2015, Ellen Wicker Cummings shared her mission experiences 
in South Sudan with Pleasant Hill United Methodist Church in Olive Branch, Missis-
sippi.  Ellen is a native of Pontotoc, Mississippi. She now resides in Virginia Beach, 
Virginia.  She served as the director of adult discipleship and missions at Baylake 
United Methodist Church until her retirement in 2012.  Her work in missions contin-
ues through service to various missions in South Sudan and Uganda.

South Sudan has been a country for four years following decades of civil war in 
Sudan in which millions died.  For the past two years, thousands of people have died due to the civil war in South Sudan.  Yet in the 
midst of all the struggle and turmoil, God is there.  Ellen shared about the love and faith she has witnessed in the lives of the Christians 
of South Sudan. 

She told about the Sunday that Abuna Richard (Abuna is the Juba Arabic word for pastor) baptized 32 children in Terekeka who had 
made professions of faith.  She also told about her visitation in the African Bush.  After lunch one Sunday, Abuna Richard invited her to 
join him while he made home visits but cautioned her that they would be traveling along a path, and crossing through water that was 
waist deep.  She could not resist such a unique opportunity!

Ellen learned that the path was barely discernable from the rest of the jungle.  As the group waded through the water, she wondered 
what dangers might be in that water.  The others did not seem concerned, so she also stepped out in faith.  They were going to visit a 
lady who lives in such a remote area that there is no road.  There is only a path, and it leads through water.  The lady had never heard 
about Jesus.  Ellen spoke first, and then Abuna Richard presented the plan of salvation.  The lady accepted Jesus as her savior that 
day -- her first day to learn about Jesus!

As Ellen told us about this home visit, she referenced Romans 10:13-15 “For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be 
saved.  How then shall they call on him in whom they have not believed? And how shall they believe in him of whom they have not 
heard?  And how shall they hear without a preacher?  And how shall they preach, except they be sent?”  There are people who have 
never heard the gospel, and who live where there are no roads.  There are people who live where you may have to wade through water 
up to your waist to reach them.

Ellen continues to support education and sustainability in South Sudan.  Her calling is to serve through mission trips and other support 
in South Sudan and Uganda, and to share news of this mission field with others.  Please pray that there will be political stability in South 
Sudan, that the children will be able to get an education, and that more people in South Sudan will have the opportunity to know Jesus.

Administry

Five Ways to Increase Giving in Your Church
United Methodist News Service (UMNS)

Money can be a touchy subject, especially when we start talking about how churches can 
increase donations. There is always a fear of making the turn and feeling like the stereo-
type of the church that “always” is begging for money. 

In The United Methodist Church, our offerings provide many opportunities to be in ministry 
together. When we combine our gifts to United Methodism’s seven apportioned funds, six 
churchwide Special Sundays and The Advance, we make disciples of Jesus Christ for the 
transformation of the world.
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Students

MS Wesley Foundation Leaders Meet
By Allyson Willis, Mississippi Conference Campus Ministry Consultant

Photo right: Here are some of the faces of those serving at Mississippi Wesley 
Foundations.  There are 23 sites in the state, nine full-time leaders and 13 part-time 
campus ministers. 

Three college campus ministry trainings recently occurred to help Mississippi Con-
ference campus ministries this fall. The training sites were in locations across the 
state including Christ United Methodist Church in Jackson, the Wesley Foundation 
at the University of Southern Mississippi in Hattiesburg, and the Ole Miss Wesley 
Foundation in Oxford.  The primary focus of the training involved board develop-
ment, and fundraising.  Campus ministers were asked to bring their vision for their 
Wesley Foundation for the year. They practiced sharing that vision with each other in a way that prompts others to ask questions about 
the Wesley.   From these questions, conversations can ignite, goals can be shared, and relationships can be built to gain support for 
Wesley Foundation ministry. It is through these relationships that needs are met within college campus ministry. The leaders were also 
asked to bring a list of their board members.  Each campus minister listed gifts, talents, and qualities of each board member in hopes of 
helping connect these servants with their area of giftedness in Wesley ministry. 

Campus ministers also learned new ways to invite people to join in their ministry, tips to making a plan for volunteers in ministry (how to 
follow through with those plans) and strategies to connect with board members.

Along with the formal training, came a relaxed time for them to eat a meal together and hear each other’s’ life stories and ministry.  One 
of the topics discussed was the need for campus ministries to be more connected for the purpose of serving each other and sharing 
resources.  Ways to do this were fleshed out and plans are already being put into place.

Much time was spent in prayer for each other, the students, needs of each ministry, professors and administrators, facilities, personal 
health, families, and much more.  One person shared, “I believe we all went away feeling more connected to each other as colleagues, 
friends, and servants for the unified call that Christ has put on our hearts to minister to college students.”

If you are interested in learning how you can become more involved in your local Wesley Foundation, contact Allyson Willis at awillis-
campusministry@gmail.com.

Not only do people want to give to your church; God also calls them to do so. That means any reasonable effort to help them give is the 
role of any faithful congregation. Here are five ways to increase giving. Visit http://tinyurl.com/pdp2r67 to read the full story.

Blog: Finding Strength to Move Forward
By Moses Kumar, General Secretary of the General Council on Finance and Administration

Recently I have been part of several conversations with local church leaders about the situations in their 
congregations. When talking with seasoned or new leaders in the church, the underlying tone is often “...we 
could do it, but...” That “but” is usually followed by reasons like limited finances, shortage of staff or volunteers, 
geographic location, etc., that prevent us from successfully being in a particular ministry.

When asked by local church leaders about how to encourage their churches for their ministry, I am always con-
fident the answers are in the strength of each individual congregation. Our mission at GCFA is to be the trusted 
resource for the denomination and I’m honored to be asked by church leaders throughout the connection about 
how we can assist with strengthening their churches. 

Finding Strength to Move Forward
I would suggest the strength is gained when they review leadership roles and find new ways for existing leaders to serve the church. 
Maybe that strength comes from joining in mission with other United Methodist churches in the area -- to truly signify “United.” Maybe 
that strength comes from stepping out on faith to embark on the ministry that has been considered for many years but hasn’t taken off 
yet. Maybe that strength for the congregation comes from individual bible study and discernment that strengthens the group when the 
individual is strengthened.

Regardless of the program or process, I am convinced the strength needed to move forward is found in the Word of God and in our 
commitment to the ministries of our connection. The people of The United Methodist Church are strong people who are grounded in the 
scriptures and who rely on those words for their strength. The leaders of the church find strength in passages like Deuteronomy 20:4 – 
“For the Lord your God is the one who goes with you to fight for you against your enemies to give you victory.”

Thank you for your work in the Church.  For more information about Moses Kumar, visit http://moseskumar.com/.

Moses Kumar
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Save the Date  |  Announcements
Listening to Your Heart: A Silent Retreat
Sept. 18-20, 2015
The Center for Ministry and Gray Center present Listening to Your Heart: A Silent Retreat. You are invited to a conscious journey into 
silence and stillness in order to understand what is going on in your life. For more details, go to http://tinyurl.com/olguwj3.   

The Gathering Fallout Tour: Meridian
Sept. 20, 2015
The Gathering Student Conference is on the road, bringing some of the amazing artist that youth will see at The Gathering 2016 in 
Jackson, Mississippi. Attendance to The Gathering Fallout Tour is free.  The first stop is in Meridian. Visit www.mississippi-umc.org/
eventdetail/1771559 to register and find when the tour stops in Oxford and Ocean Springs!

Revelation, It’s Meaning and Message – Bible Scholar Visits Christ UMC
Sept. 21, 2015
Revelation, It’s Meaning and Message—Bible Scholar Dr. Ben Witherington III will present this one-day lecture for continuing education 
credit at Christ United Methodist Church on Monday, Sept. 21. He also will be the guest preacher on Sunday morning, Sept. 20 at both 
services, 8:30 and 10:45. Visit http://tinyurl.com/nfbzaza for more registration information.

Candler School of Theology: Webinar with Dr. Elizabeth Bounds
Sept. 22, 2015
Candler’s next Office Hours: Practical Ministry Webinar will be presented by Dr. Elizabeth Bounds, associate professor of Christian 
ethics. Caring for those in prison is an imperative element of the gospel, as stated in Matthew 25:36. However, many Christian churches 
have little involvement with the incarcerated, even though the U.S. has the largest prison population in the world. Visit http://
tinyurl.com/nd9fjqw to register.

The Whirling Dervishes of Rumi
Sept. 23, 2015
The Dialogue Institute of Mississippi proudly announces the upcoming event The Whirling Dervishes of Rumi. This is a live performance 
of The Whirling Dervishes from Konya and Turkish Sufi music ensemble at Thalia Mara Hall in Jackson, Mississippi. For more informa-
tion call 601-454-4782.

Apply Now 2016-17 Journey Partners Class
2015 Discernment Days, Sept. 26 and Oct. 1
The Center for Ministry is accepting applications for the 2016-2017 class of Journey Partners. Journey Partners is a two years program 
of training in the art of Spiritual Direction. This program is open to both clergy and laity. Two discernment days, Sept. 26, 2015 and Oct. 
1, 2015 are set for those who want more information. For details, go to http://tinyurl.com/ozw5bnw. 

2nd Annual Collaborative Leadership Conference for Laity and Clergy 
Sept. 26, 2015
Learn about a new model for ministry fruitfulness that is being used in many different churches, districts and conferences, includ-
ing the Mississippi Conference. A general session will provide an explanation of the Spiritual Leadership Incorporated (SLI) model of 
fruitfulness and help attendees determine which of the three breakout sessions to attend. Visit www.mississippi-umc.org/eventde-
tail/1498127 for more information.

“Way Back When” 

?
Can you name this Mississippi 

Conference lay person?

This picture of him was taken 
way back in 1986.

The answer can be found  
on page 11!
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Seven Springs UMC Annual Revival
Sept. 28 - 30, 2015 
Seven Springs United Methodist Church in Raymond, Mississippi will have its annual revival Sept. 28- Sept. 30 nightly at 7. The theme 
is A Time to Heal. Evangelists include Rev. Stephen Cook, West Jackson District superintendent, Rev. Steve Casteel, First Clinton 
UMC, and Reginald Buckley, Sr., Cade Chapel MBC. Go to http://tinyurl.com/o9sdx9m to read the flyer. 

27th Annual Mississippi Conference UMW Annual Meeting
Oct. 2-3, 2015
The 27th annual meeting of the Mississippi Conference United Methodist Women will be Oct. 2-3, 2015 at Wesley UMC and Lake Tiak-
O’Khata, in Louisville, Mississippi. There are two deadlines for this event: Sept. 1, 2015 for hotel reservations, call 662-773-7853 and 
Sept. 11 for registration. Go to http://tinyurl.com/poalka3 for the registration form. 

SMI Conference 2016: Building Blocks of Ministry
Oct. 2-3, 2015
The Student Ministry Initiative Conference 2016 is for youth leaders, clergy and lay, (paid and volunteer). The goal is to develop youth 
leaders from around the conference who will be able to cultivate impactful and healthy youth ministries. The event takes place at Clinton 
First UMC in Clinton, MS. Visit www.mississippi-umc.org/smiconference for more information. 

Church Health Center Wellness Events
Oct. 3, 2015 | Oct. 29, 2015
Church Health Center in Memphis, Tennessee is recruiting educators, parents and those working in children’s ministries to introduce 
children to healthy food. Space is limited to 30 participants. The center is also the location for the conference –The Church’s Response 
to Violence. Go to http://tinyurl.com/p4cxda9 to read the flyers for both events. 

Pearl First UMC Revival
Oct. 4-7, 2015
Pearl First United Methodist Church would like to welcome everyone to their “Re-surge” revival on October 4-7. The speaker will be 
Rev. Milton Koon.  On the beginning of the revival Oct. 4, the church will be welcoming “Homecoming” for previous and present mem-
bers, and guests.  The church is located at 226 South Pearson Road in Pearl, Mississippi.

Revitup! Young Clergy Event
Oct. 5-7, 2015
This is an energizing event for clergy ages 25-39. It will take place in the Chicago Hilton/Indian Lakes Resort located in Bloomingdale, 
Illinois. Contact David Stotts at 601-354-0515, or dstotts@mississippi-umc.org for scholarship information provided by the Missis-
sippi Conference Board of Pension.  For more details, go to www.mississippi-umc.org/eventdetail/1042386.  

Salem Camp Meeting
Oct. 5-11, 2015
The annual Salem Camp meeting officially begins Monday, Oct. 5-11, 2015. The Salem campground is located one mile west of High-
way 63 near the George-Jackson County line in Mississippi. Services are daily at 7 a.m., 10:30 a.m., 6:30 p.m. and 7 p.m. Visit http://
tinyurl.com/pnpgb9s for the full details.

2015 Classes Offered for Certificate of Christian Studies – Center for Ministry
Oct. 9-10 | Oct. 23-24
Beginning in October, the Center for Ministry will offer a Certificate of Christian Studies for interested lay people. Classes are scheduled 
for Oct. 9-10 and Oct. 23-24. Visit http://tinyurl.com/pgvgkcp for more details.

Southeastern Jurisdiction (SEJ) Clergywomen Consultation
Group Transportation Available through Mississippi Conference - Deadline Extended Oct. 1
Oct. 26-29, 2015
The Mississippi Conference office of connectional ministries will be providing group transportation to St. Simon’s Island, Georgia for 
the SEJ Clergywomen’s Consultation on Oct. 26 - 29, 2015. If you are interested in traveling with the group, contact the office by Oct. 
1. Call 601-354-0515. The group will probably leave Jackson on Sunday afternoon, Oct. 25 and spend one night on the road. Hotel 
expenses will be the responsibility of each person. Visit www.sejclergywomen.org/ for event registration details.

Get Positive Publicity Seminar
Oct. 27, 2015
This workshop is a must for anyone who speaks to the news media. This interactive one-day seminar will help you develop basic skills 
for communicating effectively with print, radio and television reporters. You will learn to create a positive image of your organization, 
control your message, and use hands-on learning methods to become a more confident and articulate spokesperson. Register now at 
umcom.org/mediatraining.  

Camp Lake Stephens: Youth Spiritual Life Retreat
Nov. 13-15, 2015
The Youth Spiritual Life Retreat at Camp Lake Stephens provides an avenue for youth to connect to God through worship, fellowship, 
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Fudge Pecan Pie  

Melt butter. Add cocoa, stirring until mixture is smooth over low-flame or heat. 
Remove from heat and cool slightly. Stir in sugar, salt, eggs and corn syrup. Blend 
thoroughly. Stir in chopped nuts. Pour into unbaked pie shell and place pecan halves on top. Bake 40 minutes at 375 degrees.                                              

  — By Jennifer Brantley in Reflections Recipes and Remembrances published by Carthage UMC

Methodist Tested Recipes

⅓ cup butter 
⅓ cup cocoa 
²/³ cup sugar 
¼ teaspoon salt
3 eggs, beaten 

¾ cup light corn syrup
1 cup chopped pecans
1 cup pecan halves 
1 9-inch pie crust, unbaked

and fun, while spending time in the beauty of God’s creation. The retreat will be taking place Nov. 13-15, 2015.   Junior and senior high 
youth are encouraged to attend. For more information, contact Chap Fenwick at chap@camplakestephens.com or call 662-234-3350.

A Living Nativity
Dec. 12-13, 2015
Bakers Chapel United Methodist Church in Hernando, Mississippi will present its gift to the community, “A Living Nativity,” Dec. 12-13, 
2015. The church is located at 1965 Johnston Road in Hernando.

The Gathering 2016: Balancing Act
Feb. 26-28, 2016
The vision behind The Gathering is to create a high energy weekend conference for students to gather from all over the Mississippi to 
celebrate our Lord and Savior. Our commitment is to create a weekend event that is as first-class quality as you could find anywhere 
else in the country, with the best worship teams and communicators. Go to www.mississippi-umc.org/thegathering to register and 
view video from previous events.

Dates Set for 2016 Senatobia District Mission Trip to El Salvador
June 25-July 2, 2016 
Senatobia District mission trip to El Salvador in 2016 will be June 25 - July 2. The application deadline is Jan. 15, 2016. There are only 
20 openings for this trip. Applicants need to be age 18 to go. The flyer and application can be found here: http://tinyurl.com/pstjmyd.

UMC Events
Visit www.umc.org/news-and-media/looking-ahead-upcoming-events to see more educational opportunities and other upcoming 
events in the life of The United Methodist Church.  

Announcements
Be a Part of Worship at 2016 General Conference
The worship design team for General Conference 2016 is seeking volunteers to write liturgy, including prayers, calls to worship and 
litanies. Go to  to read the press release.

Sensing the Call to Planting or Revitalizing Churches?
The Mississippi Conference office of faith community formation wants to hear from those sensing a call to planting or revitalizing 
churches. They can email their name and contact information to Jane Horstman at jhorstman@mississippi-umc.org. To receive tips, 
updates and details on events pertaining to the new church starts and church revitalization, text faith communities to the number 95577.

Church Stage Curtain for Sale
Gulfport First United Methodist Church wants to give a good home to a full length, dark green velvet stage curtain in excellent condition 
that was used for a stage. It is 21’ long X 12” high. Those interested can contact Marilyn Leiker at 228-216-3098.

2016 General Conference Sponsorships and Exhibitors
Sept. 30, 2015 Deadline
The sponsorship department of the General Council on Finance and Administration has a few select sponsorship openings available 
for United Methodist organizations and ministries to be a sponsor to the 2016 General Conference.  There are also nearly 60 standard 
booths remaining to be purchased. For more information, visit . The deadline is Sept. 30, 2015. 

2016 Annual Conference Session Dates Set
 Bishop James E. Swanson Sr. announces the 2016 Session of the Mississippi Annual Conference  

will be June 9-11, 2016. Pre-conference workshops will be held on Wednesday, June 8, 2016. 
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Answer to “Way Back When”
The person in the picture is Andy Tentoni, the president of the Mississippi Conference United Methodist Men. Send your throw-
back images with details to Tamica@mississippi-umc.org.

As a courtesy to the Mississippi Annual Conference, job announcements from across the United Methodist connection are featured in 
The Circuit Rider. To submit an employment notice, send an email to news@mississipppi-umc.org.  Postings are not guaranteed 
to appear more than once in Mississippi Conference publications. To read a description of job opening(s) listed below as well as 
other listings, go to www.mississippi-umc.org/employmentopportunities.

• Youth Pastor at Porterfield Memorial UMC - Albany, GA

Employment 

Correction:
First United Methodist Church of Clinton held its first “Back to the Bricks” service on Sunday, Aug. 23, 2015. The block party took 
place in the 300 block of Jefferson Street in Clinton, Mississippi. The fun included a special concert by Shaun Groves, a food truck 
and worship. The event was open to the community and to the students of nearby Mississippi College (not Millsaps College as 
printed in the Sept. 2 issue of The Circuit Rider). We apologize for the error.

Stay Connected

www.facebook.com/pages/The-Mississippi-United-Methodist-Conference/436491529732524

https://twitter.com/Mississippi_UMC

www.youtube.com/channel/UCSRtxv_Kix8IbYuHKRMLIjg

www.flickr.com/photos/119483421@N02/

Stay Connected with ConnecTText
Mississippi United Methodists with the ability to receive text messaging via phone are encouraged to sign up for ConnecTText. 

The service is another option for people to stay informed about important dates and other conference happenings.

To sign up for ConnecTText:
1. Remember, you must have the ability to get text messages on your phone.
2. From your mobile phone, text the letters ‘MSUMC’ to the number 95577 and press send.
3. Wait a few seconds for a confirmation text and you’re connected!

Mississippi Conference’s Mobile App—MY MSUMC 
MY MSUMC — the Mississippi Conference of The United Methodist Church’s official mobile app — is available at no cost on all iPhone, 
Android, Galaxy and Blackberry phones and their corresponding pads and tablets.

MY MSUMC allows easy access to the latest conference events, local UM news and The Circuit Rider. The MY MSUMC app presents 
users with a unique opportunity to interact with the conference by submitting prayer requests, recording audio of personal testimonies 
and posting comments via facebook and twitter. Plus, the ‘Our Districts’ feature shows a comprehensive list of district contact informa-
tion and even directions from the user’s current location — all from a mobile smart phone or tablet device.

Feel free to leave a comment about the app on the Mississippi United Methodist Conference facebook and twitter pages.


