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The Mississippi Conference Four Core Values are love, generosity, justice and apprenticeship. 
For more information, visit www.mississippi-umc.org/thepowerofwe.

Your  Connec t ion  to The Miss iss ipp i  Annua l  Conference

The Circuit Rider
Published  Wednesday  | Sept. 14, 2016

A UMC Heritage Landmark

Our Values

T h e  P O W E R  o f  W e

Purpose:
 The Mississippi Annual 

Conference—empowered 
by love, generosity, justice 

and apprenticeship—forms 
spiritual leaders, faith 

communities and connections 
so more disciples of Jesus Christ 

transform the world.

Mission:
The mission of the Mississippi 
Annual Conference is to make 
disciples of Jesus Christ for the 
transformation of  the world.

2016 Special Edition  
of The Circuit Rider

is now available  
to view online! Go to:

http://bit.ly/28OxETH
Share Your News in  

The Circuit Rider
Contact The Circuit Rider at 

news@mississippi-umc.org.

In This Issue
word POWER   2

Bishop On the Move   2

Connecting   3

Faith Communities  6

Save the Date /  
Announcements   6

Recipe  9

Employment   9

Mississippi Conference
of The United Methodist Church

320-C Briarwood Drive
Jackson, Mississippi 39206

601.354.0515 | Fax 601.948.5982
www.mississippi-umc.org

LOVE GENEROSITY JUSTICE APPRENTICESHIP

The Pearl River Methodist Church is the first site in Mississippi to 
be recognized as one of 49 world-wide United Methodist Church 
Heritage Landmarks. The public is invited to the designation service 
during the annual Lambuth Day observance Oct. 6, 2016. Read 
more details in the section Connecting on page 4 Photo courtesy 
of Millsaps College Archives.
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Luke 16:1-13 
New International Version (NIV)
The Parable of the Shrewd Manager
16 Jesus told his disciples: “There was a rich man whose manager was accused of wasting his possessions. 2 So he called him in and asked 
him, ‘What is this I hear about you? Give an account of your management, because you cannot be manager any longer.’

3 “The manager said to himself, ‘What shall I do now? My master is taking away my job. I’m not strong enough to dig, and I’m ashamed to 
beg— 4 I know what I’ll do so that, when I lose my job here, people will welcome me into their houses.’

5 “So he called in each one of his master’s debtors. He asked the first, ‘How much do you owe my master?’

6 “‘Nine hundred gallons[a] of olive oil,’ he replied.

“The manager told him, ‘Take your bill, sit down quickly, and make it four hundred and fifty.’

7 “Then he asked the second, ‘And how much do you owe?’

“‘A thousand bushels[b] of wheat,’ he replied.

“He told him, ‘Take your bill and make it eight hundred.’

8 “The master commended the dishonest manager because he had acted shrewdly. For the people of this world are more shrewd in dealing 
with their own kind than are the people of the light. 9 I tell you, use worldly wealth to gain friends for yourselves, so that when it is gone, you 
will be welcomed into eternal dwellings.

10 “Whoever can be trusted with very little can also be trusted with much, and whoever is dishonest with very little will also be dishonest with 
much. 11 So if you have not been trustworthy in handling worldly wealth, who will trust you with true riches? 12 And if you have not been trust-
worthy with someone else’s property, who will give you property of your own?

13 “No one can serve two masters. Either you will hate the one and love the other, or you will be devoted to the one and despise the other. 
You cannot serve both God and money.”

Sept. 17, 2016 (Saturday)
Bishop Swanson will be preaching the 3 p.m. closing worship for the 3rd Annual Collaborative Leadership Conference at 
Christ UMC in Jackson, Mississippi.

word POWER

Bishop On the Move

Visit for more information: 
www.umcgiving.org/resource-articles/

world-communion-sunday-pastors-
leaders-kit

For the upcoming clergy training
schedule, go to www.mississippi-umc.

org/stopdomesticviolence
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Connecting

Living Out The POWER of We            
By Tamica Smith Jeuitt, Communications Specialist, Mississippi Conference     

Photo right: Cynthia Graham, a lifelong member of Hopewell UMC, enjoys serving on a team 
that is leading the congregation to fruitfulness.

Photo below right: Neighbors and members of Hopewell UMC grouped for a photo following 
a community breakfast in a local park near the church.  Outreach is one way they are attract-
ing more people to service on Sunday.

The latest story in the series Living Out The POWER of We (also the Mississippi 
Conference United Methodist Church theme) comes from Hopewell United Methodist 
Church. A small group there is being coached on loving, learning, and leading together 
for the purpose of making disciples and church renewal.

A way of discipleship-making is becoming more desirable to Mississippi United Methodists. It 
involves three components: loving, learning and leading presented by Spiritual Leadership 
Incorporated (SLI). The three are the inspiration behind the new Mississippi Conference theme, Living Out The POWER We.

Through the process loving, learning, and leading, members of churches and other organizations first grow in their faithfulness to God and 
then their fruitfulness for God. The latter is accomplished by learning the language of leadership and a set of cutting edge tools and processes 
for leading. The next move is applying this learning through leading the organizations of which they are a part.

The Circuit Rider is featuring stories of faith communities across the Mississippi Conference that are loving, learning and leading. In the series, 
Living Out The POWER of We, Heritage United Methodist Church in Hattiesburg shares its story.

Loving, Learning, and Leading at Hopewell UMC
Cynthia Graham has been taking piano lessons since late 2014 so that she can 
play music for the youth choir she directs at Hopewell United Methodist Church in 
Philadelphia, Mississippi. She was motivated to learn following the passing of her 
sister, Eunice McKinney, who was the choir's pianist. Graham is also the youth 
leader at Hopewell, and her decision to pick up a new skill was not immediate. Her 
sister died in 2008 and for several years, the youth regularly sang acapella. Now 
Graham and the young people work closely to lead their small-membership church 
in song on youth Sunday. 

"They (youth) tell me the songs they want to sing, and I just learn to play them. 
They (songs) may not always sound a certain way, but there is music," chuckled 
Graham whose own children are grown-ups.

 Just like her commitment to young people, Graham is faithful to the church too. For this reason, she is serving on the ABIDE leadership team 
at her church. This group of eight consists of laity from Hopewell and its sister church Mt. Zion UMC. The pastor that both churches share is 
on the team too.

 In April 2016, the ABIDE team began meeting weekly for two hours to honor their promise of time together for personal spiritual growth and 
development of the leadership team. They are also committed to retreat with vision teams from other small-membership United Methodist 
churches over the next year to 15 months.

 The group is exploring the process loving, learning, and leading. The journey means to abide in Jesus and love one another, learn from 
studies and trainers and prayerfully discern the leading of the Holy Spirit for their congregation's future. The team uses resources through 
Spiritual Leadership Incorporated (SLI).

Close to six months into the project, Graham appreciates the loving phase that creates team bonding.

 "I see these people all the time, but I didn't know how they are feeling. They have a smile on their face when I am in service with them, and 
that is it.  I didn't have a personal relationship with them. There is one individual who has always been so sweet. I never knew that her faith 
was so strong. It is awesome," said Graham.

Pastoral transitions sometimes impact the success of a church's ministry. However, leadership teams that bear fruit will last. The Rev. Ada 
Clay is the pastor of Hopewell and Mt. Zion. The combined teams formed before her appointment. Currently, Clay serves on another team 
going through the loving, learning, and leading process, so she understands how to be supportive as the newcomer.

 "I am involved in the discussions, but it is for the members and not for me to do the work. It is an opportunity for the congregation to take own-
ership and I am enjoying that because seeing them work motivates me. We (clergy) cannot be threatened by lay that has leadership capabil-
ity. We have to develop them spiritually. I love it, and I am just excited about it," Clay explained.  
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Clay also pastors the United Methodist congregations Prairie Chapel and Stevens Chapel. All 
four churches make up the Philadelphia Parish.   

Living Out The POWER of We in Mississippi means loving, learning, and leading that is rooted in 
Love Generosity, Justice, and Apprenticeship. 

To read the previous loving, learning, and leading stories from the series, Living Out The 
POWER of We, Visit the links below.

Living Out The POWER of We at Heritage UMC (#2):  
http://www.mississippi-umc.org/blogdetail/5824400

Living Out The POWER of We at Forest UMC (#1):  
http://www.mississippi-umc.org/blogdetail/5662676

Historic Pearl River Designated UMC Landmark
From Millsaps College Archives

Photo right: The United Methodist Church Heritage Landmark Designation for 
Pearl River Methodist Church in Madison County, Mississippi is on Lambuth Day, 
Oct. 6, 2016, at 2:30 p.m. The public invited to attend.

Madison County's historic Pearl River Methodist Church designation as a new 
Heritage Landmark of The United Methodist Church will be celebrated at its annual 
Lambuth Day observance Oct. 6, 2016, at 2:30 p.m. It is one of only 49 world-wide 
UMC Heritage Landmarks and is the first site to be so recognized in Mississippi.

A Heritage Landmark is a structure or location specifically related to significant 
events, developments, or personalities in the overall history of The United Method-
ist Church or its antecedents. The Pearl River Church recognition was recom-
mended by the UMC General Commission on Archives and History and approved 
at the 2016 UMC General Conference which met recently in Portland, Oregon.

From its simple beginnings in 1833 as a school and church for its area, Pearl River became a launching point for missionaries who ventured 
as far away as China and Japan and for generations of Methodist ministers throughout the world. Its history is intertwined with the Lambuth 
family, which has been a part of the growth of Methodism and for which Lambuth University, and Lambuth Inn at Lake Junaluska, North Caro-
lina, are named.

Pearl River Church is on land located near the Natchez Trace, which first belonged to Native Americans of the Choctaw nation. It was deeded 
to the Methodists in 1833 for a school, church, and meeting place.

The church began its lifelong relationship with the Lambuth family when Rev. John Russell Lambuth, missionary to Indians and Creoles, 
settled in the area in 1843. Rev. Lambuth's father was a Methodist minister sent in 1798 as a missionary to the newly-opened areas of Ten-
nessee. Three of John Russell Lambuth's sons became Methodist ministers, and his grandson Walter Russell Lambuth became general 
secretary of the Board of Missions and was elected bishop of the Methodist Episcopal Church, South, in 1910. 

For several months during the civil war, the family of Mary I. McClellan Lambuth and James William Lambuth, medical doctor, minister and 
missionary to China, came back to Madison County and attended his home church while on respite from missionary work in China. During 
this stay, one of their young daughters died and was buried in the Pearl River Church Cemetery. Many Lambuth family members have been 
laid to rest under the majestic oaks adjacent to the church.

In 1900, Pearl River Church established an annual Lambuth Day celebration, which continues today.

At the Oct. 6, 2016, service, the General Secretary of The United Methodist Church Commission on Archives and History, Rev. Al-
fred Day III, will bring the missionary address to the Lambuth Day audience and present the Heritage Landmark designation. Cem-
etery tours before the service and refreshments on the church grounds afterward are hosted by the Pearl River Church Historic 
Council and Madison United Methodist Church. The public is invited to attend.

"One of the great missionary families in World Methodism is the Lambuth family of the Pearl River Methodist Church in Madison County, Mis-
sissippi. Five generations of missionaries have made outstanding contributions to world Methodism, spanning over 150 years. In addition to 
the family's connection to the church and adjacent cemetery, the site has been a Methodist preaching place since the frontier days of the 'Old 
Southwest' having been established as a church, school, and meetinghouse prior to 1830, deeded in 1833. It is located near the historic Nat-
chez Trace, a main transportation artery from Nashville to Natchez in the 19th century and now a well-traveled Parkway of the U.S. National 
Park Service."   -- From the application for Heritage Landmark status.

Gulfside Assembly, a second United Methodist site located in Mississippi, was also designated a UMC Heritage Landmark at the 
2016 General Conference in Portland, Oregon.  In an upcoming issue, The Circuit Rider will highlight Gulfside Assembly service 
before Hurricane Katrina destroyed every building on its ground  in 2005.
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Celebrating Mission Grants  
Saving Sabbath   
By Laura Lea Williams, Mississippi Conference Staff             

Spiritual leaders sometimes get worn down, stressed, and exhausted when the 
Sabbath comes around. Jackson, Mississippi churches Galloway Memorial United 
Methodist and Alta Woods United Methodist work together to help save the Sab-
bath.

Saving Sabbath: Reconnecting Children and Family Ministry to the Practice of 
Sacred Sabbath was a workshop provided by Galloway and Alta Woods. The 
program was also awarded the Mississippi Conference Office of Connectional Min-
istries Mission Grants. (Local church apportioned mission shares fund the annual 
grants available to United Methodist churches in Mississippi.)  

Saving Sabbath was born out of the hunger of the founders Megan Snider's and 
Abigail Herrington's need and desire for spiritual rest. After noticing that exhaustion 
was a common theme amongst their fellow youth and family leaders, they began 
thinking about how to prevent these leaders from tiredness. They started research-
ing various Sabbath practices and noticed that art, music and physical activity provided an abundance of creative, easy, and relaxing Sabbath 
practices.

The goal of Saving Sabbath is to take a step back from high energy children and youth events to help leaders focus more on the sacred rest 
that comes with the Sabbath. Their mission is to train other children and family ministry leaders to create and foster environments of spiritual 
and sacred stillness. Saving Sabbath allowed church leaders to participate in a day of learning how to refocus their energy into relaxing and 
reflecting on the creative spiritual arts during the Sabbath. Leaders were invited to attend, teach, and learn other meditative forms of spiritual 
renewal. By the end of the day, the children and family leaders left feeling nourished, enriched, renewed, and ready to help others save the 
Sabbath.

The Mississippi Conference Connectional Ministries Mission Grants are a matching grant available to United Methodist churches and United 
Methodist sponsored or related agencies in Mississippi. Grants range from $500 to $2,500 per project, with one award of up to $10,000. They 
are awarded to form spiritual leaders, new places for new people, connections through existing congregations and engagement in ministry 
with the poor; therefore, living out the four Core Values of The POWER of We.   

The POWER of We funded in part by your apportioned mission shares.

Mission Grants Application Deadline:  
Oct. 31, 2016   
Has your church ever wanted to start a new mission project for your community 
and didn't have the money at the time, so it had to be put on the back burner? Now 
is your opportunity to dream again. 

Apply now for the 2016 Connectional Ministries Mission Grants. These grants are 
established to strengthen missions in the local churches of our annual conference 
as the church reaches out to their communities in efforts to fulfill the purpose of 
the Mississippi Annual Conference. Grants range from $500 to $2,500 per project, 
with one award of up to $10,000. Recipients of the grants and their projects are 
highlighted in our Circuit Riders the following year.

Friendly reminder: These grants are for mission and ministry; they are not for 
bricks and mortar. These grants are available to any Mississippi United Methodist 
Church. Mission agencies/organizations must have a partner church in order to apply. Please review the grant guidelines carefully. Only one 
application per church.

Grants are awarded to project that form spiritual leaders, develop new places for new people, renew existing congregations, or engage in 
ministry with the poor; therefore, living out the four Core Values of The POWER of We: love, generosity, justice and apprenticeship.

Applications are accepted from September 14 through October 31, 2016 and must be delivered in person or by mail to: the Office 
of Connectional Ministries / Attn: Mission Grants / 320 - C Briarwood Dr. / Jackson, MS 39206.  To ensure receipt, it is recommended to 
send certified mail with return receipt, remember to keep a copy of the application for your files. Do not fax or email applications.   

Go to www.mississippi-umc.org/2016missiongrants for the 2016 Mission Grant Application.
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Faith Communities

Pratt UMC Blessed with Monthly Meal Partner
Photo right: Men formed a line to receive a free meal from a food truck at Poindexter 
Park in Jackson, Mississippi. Pratt UMC and partners provided the service.  

Every fourth Saturday of the month, Pratt United Methodist Church ministries participate 
in a Sack Lunch Saturday. The church has a new ministry partner, Grant Nooe, owner of 
Grant's Kitchen on Lakeland Drive, in Flowood, Mississippi. Recently, Nooe purchased 
and prepared a hot breakfast from his food truck for the Poindexter Park visitors. Now, 
Pratt ministries along with Grant's Kitchen will provide a hot breakfast and a sack lunch 
for those in need near the Jackson State University Parkway area, and the park commu-
nity. Pratt UMC is exercising loving, learning, and leading in the community.

Refuge UMC Disaster Relief  
Offers Teaching Moment  
Refuge United Methodist Church Delta Kidz, photo right, (in Lucedale, Mississippi) prepared 30 
cleaning buckets for flood victims in Southern Louisiana and Mississippi. They also watched a video 
of the affected areas and learned about Jesus' call for all people to love and help their neighbors. 

Stevens Chapel UMC Glory Sighting   
Meridian District Superintendent Rusty Keen participated in a Glory Sighting at Stevens Chapel 
United Methodist Church on Sunday, Sept. 11, 2016. Sisters Cherish and Charity McCullum, photo 
below, were baptized. The church is in Philadelphia, Mississippi. The Rev. Ada Clay is the pastor. 

Third Annual Collaborative Leadership Conference
Sept. 17, 2016
Attend the third annual Collaborative Leadership Conference at Christ United Methodist Church in Jackson, Mississippi on Saturday, 
September 17, 2016. The focus of this year's conference will be "Loving, Learning and Leading Together: Church Renewal through 
Spiritual Formation." Author and professor, Rev. Dr. Dwight Judy will be the featured speaker. For more details about the conference, go 
to http://www.mississippi-umc.org/clc2016. 

Fall Revival at Barlow UMC 
Sept. 19-23, 2016
Fall Revival at Barlow UMC will be nightly at 7:15. The Rev. Detra Bishop will be the evangelist. The theme is "Keeping It Real: A Future 
of Hope," (Jeremiah 29-11-14, NIV). Barlow UMC is at 9532 Highway 429 in Sallis, Mississippi.

WellsFest 2016
Sept. 24, 2016 
The 33rd WellsFest will be held Saturday, Sept. 24, at Jamie Fowler Boyll Park, next to Smith-Wills Stadium on Lakeland Drive in 
Jackson, Mississippi. All proceeds will go to the Center for Violence Prevention. WellsFest is a gift of love to the community from Wells 
Memorial United Methodist Church. For more information, go to http://wellschurch.org/wellsfest.

Camp Lake Stephens, Children's Spiritual Life Retreat
Sept. 24-25, 2016
Join Camp Lake Stephens for a weekend filled with fun, learning, and worship, all in the midst of God's creation.  The annual Children's 
Spiritual Life Retreat is welcome to church groups as well as individuals excited to get back to camp and fully experience God.  The 

Save the Date  |  Announcements
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Rev. Eric Davis will be leading worship sessions for the duration of the retreat.  School grades 3 to 6 are welcome to attend!  For ad-
ditional information, contact Chap Fenwick  at chap@camplakestephens.com.

Pearl UMC Hosting Singing Group  
Sept. 25, 2016
On Sunday, September 25, 2016, at 6 p.m., Pearl United Methodist Church will host the Farm Hands Bluegrass Quartet. This perfor-
mance will be an uplifting and entertaining evening. There is no charge, but a freewill offering will be collected. For more information, 
contact David Brooks, Minister of Music, 601-214-3015. Pearl UMC is at 226 Pearson Road in Pearl, Mississippi. 

Fall Revival at John Wesley UMC
Sept. 26-28, 2016
Fall Revival at John Wesley UMC will be nightly at 7: 15. The Rev. Cornelius Landfair will be the evangelist. The theme is "With the Holy 
Spirit and Fire," (Luke 3:16. NIV). John Wesley UMC is on 49 S. Lexington Street, Durant, Mississippi.

Mission Mississippi Annual Reconciliation Celebration 
Sept. 29, 2016 
Make plans to attend the Annual Racial Reconciliation Celebration in Jackson, Mississippi, Sept. 29, 2016 at the Jackson Convention 
Complex.  The Summit, Luncheon and Next Steps Workshops will address the current racial climate and how we can work together to 
improve Mississippi. This full day of activity is meant to Equip, Enlist, Engage & Empower Mississippians to take an active role in racial 
reconciliation and healing.

For more information, visit http://bit.ly/2cytQb9. 

2016 SMI Conferences
Sept. 30 - Oct. 1
The Student Ministry Initiative (SMI) movement was developed to equip children, youth and family ministries to embrace a long-
standing impactful plan for ministry in their local church. The Mississippi Conference welcomes Mark Devries, Founder and President 
of Ministry Architects, along with the rest of his ministry team to the 2016 SMI Conference at Galloway Memorial UMC in Jackson. For 
more details, visit www.mississippi-umc.org/smiconference.

Six Week Community Health Program
Sept. - Oct. 13, 2016
Each Wednesday from 1 p.m. - 3 p.m., the Racial and Ethnic Approaches to Community Health Reach (REACH) meets at John Wesley 
UMC's Health Education Center in Durant, Mississippi. The program is free. For more information and to register, jwumc.durant@
gmail.com.

The Gathering Tour
Sept. | Oct. | Nov.
Coming this fall, The Gathering Student Conference is on the road, bringing some of the amazing artists that youth will see at The Gath-
ering 2017. Attendance to The Gathering Imagine Tour is free. While registration for this event is requested for planning, we welcome 
additional guests. Register online at www.mississippi-umc.org/thegatheringimagetour. Make plans to attend where The Gathering 
Imagine Tour stops in your region! Featuring: Big Al, Lo and DJ Blaha.

Salem Camp Meeting
Oct. 3- 9, 2016
The 190th annual Salem Camp Meeting officially begins Monday, Oct. 3, with special singing at 6:30 p.m., and 7 p. m. worship, and 
conclude with the 5 p. m. worship services on Sunday, Oct. 9. The Salem Campground is one mile west of Highway 63 near the 
George-Jackson County line. For more information, view file: http://bit.ly/2ch8OPn.

2016 Local Church Administry Training
Oct. 8 | Nov. 12 | Dec. 3
The financial leadership training provides counsel and guidance to strengthen the administrative and financial abilities of the local 
church treasurer, financial secretary, finance committee members and church business administrators. Successful completion of the 
training session and assignments will result in a Mississippi Conference recognized church "administer." View the Local Church Admin-
istry Training brochure here: http://bit.ly/2ccUKrW. To register for upcoming sessions near you, visit http://bit.ly/28T7OBx.

Early Response Training (ERT)
Oct. 8, 2016
The Mission of an Early Response Team is to provide a caring Christian presence in the aftermath of a disaster. This team is neither a 
first response group of emergency workers nor a recovery rebuild or repair team -- rather it fills a specific need in the early days after a 
disaster to establish the presence of the church. Come to the training and be a part of the team Saturday, Oct. 8 from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
at the Meridian District Office. The deadline to register is Friday, Oct. 7 at noon. Sign up here: http://bit.ly/2cM8GXz.
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Lecture Series with Joseph Reiff
Oct. 11, 2016
Dr. Joseph Reiff author of "Born of Conviction: White Methodist and the Mississippi's Closed Society," is the guest for the Lowrie and 
Ingram lecture series presented by Memphis Theological Seminary and Methodist House of Studies. Reiff is a member of the Missis-
sippi Conference of The United Methodist Church. View http://bit.ly/2czO0mJ for details.

Study: By Water and the Spirit 
Oct. 15, 2016 
Attend this study based on the document "By Water and the Spirit" and on the study book by Gayle Carlton Felton. This study describes 
the United Methodist understanding of the sacrament of Baptism. It will take place on Saturday, Oct. 15, 2016, at the Senatobia District 
Office (551 N. Robinson St.) from 9 a.m.-3 p.m. Lunch will be provided. The deadline to register is Oct. 1, 2016. Call Cheryl at 662-
562-5865 for more information.

Camp Lake Stephens, Youth Spiritual Life Retreat
Nov. 11-13, 2016
The annual Youth Spiritual Life Retreat is a chance for youth in grades 7-12 to come and encounter God in a beautiful camp setting.  
While in the midst of God's creation, youth will have the opportunity to attend worship sessions led by gifted speakers and musicians, 
participate in small groups, and play and fellowship with one another.  Leading worship sessions for the weekend will be Trey Skaggs, 
along with Eddie Willis and the Narrow Path Band.  For additional information, please contact Chap Fenwick at chap@camplakeste-
phens.com. 

Orange Tour Coming to Hattiesburg 
Oct. 17-18, 2016 
Will what happens in your church THIS SUNDAY matter in someone's life on Monday? At Orange Tour you'll discover how to design a 
strategic experience each Sunday, reach families who don't show up this Sunday, craft a message that lasts far beyond Sunday, help 
small group leaders stay connected to kids after Sunday, and much more.

For more information, check out The Orange Tour at www.heritage-umc.org, or www.orangetour.org.

Baker's Chapel Live Nativity
Dec. 10-11, 2016
Baker's Chapel UMC will have a live nativity on Dec. 10-11, 2016 at the church from 6 p.m. to 9 p.m. The church is at 1965 Johnston 
Road in Hernando, Mississippi. Admission is free.

Camp Lake Stephens, Overflow
Jan. 14-16, 2017
Traditionally taking place over New Year's, Overflow has become a Camp Lake Stephens constant for now over 30 years!  Now for the 
first time, Overflow will take place during the Martin Luther King., Jr. weekend. Youth in grades 7-12 either individually or with their youth 
groups are invited to attend. Leading our worship sessions for the weekend will be Russ Polsgrove, along with Matt King and Austin 
Black.  Additionally, we are excited to announce the return of Big Al to the Camp Lake Stephens stage. For additional information, 
please contact Chap Fenwick at chap@camplakestephens.com.

The Gathering Imagine Tour 2017
Feb. 24-26
The vision behind The Gathering is to create a high energy weekend conference for students to gather from all over Mississippi to cel-
ebrate the Lord and Savior. Organizers are committed to create a weekend event that is first-class quality with the best worship teams 
and communicators. Go to www.mississippi-umc.org/thegathering for early bird registration and more.

UMC Events
Visit www.umc.org/news-and-media/looking-ahead-upcoming-events to see more educational opportunities and other upcoming 
events in the life of The United Methodist Church.  

Announcements
Hand Bells Wanted
A local church is interest in purchasing a set of hand bells or receives a set donated. Contact Cheryl Denley to help, 662-562-5875.

Student Cohort - Deadline Oct. 10
This student cohort has been developed collaboratively by the Mississippi United Methodist Annual Conference and Ministry Architects 
and designed to equip today's leaders from different church sizes, cultures, and locations to grow and serve their various communities 
as lifelong disciples comfortable with questions and doubts.

This two-year commitment will launch with a limit of 22 high school students. For more information about this opportunity for all Missis-
sippi Conference Youth, view http://bit.ly/2cu2qUJ.
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Stay Connected with ConnecTText
Mississippi United Methodists with the ability to receive text messaging via phone are encouraged to sign up for ConnecTText. 
The service is another option for people to stay informed about important dates and other conference happenings.

To sign up for ConnecTText:
1. Remember, you must have the ability to get text messages on your phone. 
2. From your mobile phone, text the letters ‘MSUMC’ to the number 95577 and press send.
3. Wait a few seconds for a confirmation text and you’re connected!

Mississippi Conference’s Mobile App—MY MSUMC 
MY MSUMC—the Mississippi Conference of The United Methodist Church’s official mobile app—is available at no cost on all iPhone, 
Android, Galaxy and Blackberry phones and their corresponding pads and tablets. MY MSUMC allows easy access to the latest confer-
ence events, local UM news and The Circuit Rider. The MY MSUMC app presents users with a unique opportunity to interact with the 
conference by submitting prayer requests, recording audio of personal testimonies and posting comments via facebook and twitter. 
Plus, the ‘Our Districts’ feature shows a comprehensive list of district contact information and even directions from the user’s current 
location—all from a mobile smart phone or tablet device.

Laity Sunday 2016: Living Vital Worship
This year's theme for Laity Sunday, "Disciples Called to Action: Living Vital Worship," calls us to see worship not as passive spectators, 
but as active participants. Indeed, worship is something that we live!  For more information and resources, visit http://bit.ly/2cAYEGA.  

Have a recipe that is too good to keep to yourself? Share it with our Circuit Rider readers. Email your favorite recipes to 
news@mississippi-umc.org.

Crock-Pot Tortilla Soup

Combine all ingredients except tortillas in crock-pot with bay leaf on top. Cover and cook on high for about 6 hours. Remove bay leaf. 
Can turn on low heat when you get home from work and let simmer until ready to eat. If too thick, add another can of chicken broth. 
Cut tortillas into 1/4-inch strips with scissors and bake on cookie sheet for about five minutes at 375 degrees. Stir and bake five more 
minutes, until crisp.                                   

 — By Margaret Bailey in Cooking with Friends published by Coffeeville First UMC 

Methodist Tested Recipes

Four cooked chicken breasts
One large onion, chopped 
Two (14 1/2 oz.) cans chicken broth
One (10 3/4 oz.) can tomato puree 
One (10 oz.) can diced tomatoes and 
chilies
Two tsp. cumin 
One tsp. chili powder 

Two cans whole kernel corn
Two garlic cloves pressed 
One tsp. salt 
1/8 tsp. black pepper
 One bay leaf 
1/8 tsp. cayenne pepper
Four corn tortillas

As a courtesy to the Mississippi Annual Conference, job announcements from across the United Methodist connection are featured in 
The Circuit Rider. To submit an employment notice, send an email to news@mississipppi-umc.org.  Postings are not guaranteed 
to appear more than once in Mississippi Conference publications. To read a description of job opening(s) listed below as well as 
other listings, go to www.mississippi-umc.org/employmentopportunities.

• Two Part-time Openings: Youth Director and Music Director at McLaurin Heights UMC, Pearl, MS
• Director for Youth and their Families at Peachtree Road UMC, Atlanta, GA
• Part-time Worship Leader at Refuge UMC, Lucedale, MS

Employment 

Stay Connected
• Facebook: www.facebook.com/pages/The-Mississippi-United-Methodist-Conference/436491529732524
• Twitter: https://twitter.com/Mississippi_UMC
• You Tube: www.youtube.com/channel/ UCSRtxv_Kix8IbYuHKRMLIjg
• Flickr: www.flickr.com/photos/119483421@N02/

Stay Connected with ConnecTText
Mississippi United Methodists with the ability to receive text messaging via phone are encouraged to sign up for ConnecTText. 
The service is another option for people to stay informed about important dates and other conference happenings.

To sign up for ConnecTText:
1. Remember, you must have the ability to get text messages on your phone. 
2. From your mobile phone, text the letters ‘MSUMC’ to the number 95577 and press send.
3. Wait a few seconds for a confirmation text and you’re connected!

Mississippi Conference’s Mobile App—MY MSUMC 
MY MSUMC—the Mississippi Conference of The United Methodist Church’s official mobile app—is available at no cost on all iPhone, 
Android, Galaxy and Blackberry phones and their corresponding pads and tablets. MY MSUMC allows easy access to the latest confer-
ence events, local UM news and The Circuit Rider. The MY MSUMC app presents users with a unique opportunity to interact with the 
conference by submitting prayer requests, recording audio of personal testimonies and posting comments via facebook and twitter. 
Plus, the ‘Our Districts’ feature shows a comprehensive list of district contact information and even directions from the user’s current 
location—all from a mobile smart phone or tablet device.


