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The Mississippi Conference Four Core Values are love, generosity, justice and apprenticeship. 
For more information, visit www.mississippi-umc.org/thepowerofwe.

Your  Connec t ion  to The Miss iss ipp i  Annua l  Conference

The Circuit Rider
Published  Wednesday  |  Aug. 5, 2015

Proposal for New Hymnal

Our Values

T h e  P O W E R  o f  W e

The United Method-
ist Publishing House 
and Discipleship Min-
istries (the General 
Board of Discipleship) 
announce that their 
respective boards 
have endorsed 
legislation regarding 
the denomination’s 
hymnal. The proposal 
will be submitted to 
the 2016 General 
Conference of The 
United Methodist 
Church. See story on 
page 3.    

Purpose:
 The Mississippi Annual 

Conference—empowered 
by love, generosity, justice 

and apprenticeship—forms 
spiritual leaders, faith 

communities and connections 
so more disciples of Jesus 

Christ transform the world.

Mission:
The mission of the Mississippi 
Annual Conference is to make 
disciples of Jesus Christ for the 
transformation of  the world.

2015 Special Edition  
of The Circuit Rider

Featuring events from the 
2015 annual conference  

sessions is now available  
to view online! Go to:

http://tinyurl.com/q9xnfsp
Share Your News in  
The Circuit Rider
For submission guidelines, visit 
www.mississippi-umc.org/
shareyournewsinthecircuit-
rider.
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John 6:35, 41-51
New International Version (NIV)
John 6:35
35 Then Jesus declared, “I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me will never go hungry, and whoever believes in me will never be 
thirsty.

John 6:41-51
41 At this the Jews there began to grumble about him because he said, “I am the bread that came down from heaven.” 42 They said, “Is 
this not Jesus, the son of Joseph, whose father and mother we know? How can he now say, ‘I came down from heaven’?”

43 “Stop grumbling among yourselves,” Jesus answered. 44 “No one can come to me unless the Father who sent me draws them, and 
I will raise them up at the last day. 45 It is written in the Prophets: ‘They will all be taught by God.’[a]Everyone who has heard the Father 
and learned from him comes to me. 46 No one has seen the Father except the one who is from God; only he has seen the Father. 47 
Very truly I tell you, the one who believes has eternal life. 48 I am the bread of life. 49 Your ancestors ate the manna in the wilderness, 
yet they died.50 But here is the bread that comes down from heaven, which anyone may eat and not die. 51 I am the living bread that 
came down from heaven. Whoever eats this bread will live forever. This bread is my flesh, which I will give for the life of the world.”

word POWER

Bishop on the Move
Mark your calendar to attend events where Bishop James E. Swanson Sr. will be visiting in the upcoming days. 

Aug. 18 (Tuesday)
Bishop Swanson will be leading the 11:30 a.m. worship service during the 3 “L” Academy. This will take place 
at the Hilton Hotel on County Line Road in Jackson, MS.

Aug. 30- Sept. 1 (Sunday - Tuesday)
Bishop Swanson will be leading the Daniel Fon Smith, preaching and teaching series at First UMC Baldwyn. 
The church is located at 312 West Main Street in Baldwyn, MS. An endowment honoring Smith was estab-
lished for the purpose of bringing distinguished Christian leaders and speakers to the church and community 
for the purpose of spiritual enrichment. Clergy will receive one CEU credit for attending.

Oct. 6-7, 2015 (Tuesday - Wednesday)
Bishop Swanson will attend the 132nd Founder’s Day and Ebony Exploration@Gammon, in Atlanta, Georgia.  
This event is for young African Americans (ages 18-35) to Hear, Discern and Respond to God’s call to ordained ministry, and explore 
gifts and graces in The United Methodist Church.  Swanson is the chair of the board of trustees at Gammon Theological Seminary.

For more information, go to

http://mschargeconferenceforms.com/
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Help Furnish a Home for Girls      
The Methodist Children’s Homes of Mississippi has an urgent need for furnish-
ings for the Waits Home scheduled to open next month in Jackson. The home will 
become a safe haven for 10 girls. Bedroom and living room furniture, desks, a re-
frigerator and electronics are requested. For more information contact Kate Williams 
at Kwilliams@mchms.org.

Methodist Children’s Homes seeks to bring restoration to children and youth who 
have been neglected or abused. To view the MCH wish list, donate, and read 
more about Methodist Children’s Homes of Mississippi, go to http://tinyurl.com/
o4z9qwg.

The POWER of We funded in part by your apportioned mission shares. 

Celebrating Mission Grants
Free Community Supper Columbia Valley United Methodist Church
By Tamica Smith Jeuitt, Senior Communications Specialist 

Photo right: Families lined up to enter the fellowship hall at Columbia Valley United Methodist 
Church for the third Thursday supper.   

Since September 2011, Columbia Valley United Methodist Church in Columbia, Mississippi 
has been serving supper to anyone in the community who needs nourishing. The meals are 
free and served on the third Thursday of each month. Eighty-seven people were fed at the 
first meal. The most recent dinner reported 275 guests, according to the church lay leader, 
Bonnie Dillon. Many of the patrons are elderly, homeless and low income residents.They can 
carry-out their dinner, but volunteers strongly encourage them to eat-in and fellowship. This al-
lows church members to get to know them and offer spiritual nourishment. Dillon has recorded 
several testimonies of visitors and volunteers about the mission.

“What a community we are blessed to witness each month. Every month the kids are feeling 
more confident and comfortable in our church,” said one volunteer worker.

“I have lived in Columbia a long time and have never been inside this church—I wanted to see 
what it was all about,” said a first-time guest to the supper.

Another patron replied, “Godspeed for all the work the crew does to make this ministry possible.”  

Local churches of the Mississippi Annual Confer the Mississippi Conference Connectional Ministries Mission Grants. Columbia Valley 
has been awarded the annual grant a few times.

“I believe that The United Methodist Church offers a compelling purpose for people of God to live transformed lives that abundantly 
reflect God’s grace and love. This mission grant is helping us change lives and serve people, said Dillon, who is grateful for the Missis-
sippi Conference.  

Go to http://tinyurl.com/nsvu7y9 to view pictures from the third Thursday suppers at Columbia Valley UMC.  

About Mission Grants
The Mississippi Conference Connectional Ministries Mission Grants are matching grants available to United Methodist churches and 
United Methodist sponsored or related agencies in Mississippi.  Grants range from $500 to $2,500 per project, with one award of up 
to $10,000. They are awarded to form spiritual leaders, new places for new people, connections through existing congregations and 
engagement in ministry with the poor; therefore, living out the four Core Values of The POWER of We.

The POWER of We funded in part by your apportioned mission shares.  

Proposal for New Hymnal Endorsed 
United Methodist News Service (UMNS)   

Legislation is heading to the 2016 General Conference that, if approved, would begin the process of de-
veloping a new official hymnal and provide for ongoing revision of the hymnal in the future. Boards of the 
United Methodist Publishing House and Discipleship Ministries have endorsed the proposal. The denomina-
tion’s most recent hymnal dates from 1989. To read the press release, go to http://tinyurl.com/nazfqmf. 

Connecting

Photo courtesy of the Methodist Children’s Homes



4

Publishing House Dedicates New Campus
United Methodist News Service (UMNS)   

A new campus for the United Methodist Publishing House was dedicated July 28, 2015 in a ceremony that included Nashville Mayor 
Karl Dean, Nashville Area Bishop William McAlilly and several former chairs of the publishing house’s board. To read the media release, 
go to http://tinyurl.com/nwg2gbt.

Churches Can Have Gay Boy Scout Leaders
United Methodist News Service (UMNS)   

The executive board of Boy Scouts of America has ended its ban on gay leaders. 
But religiously affiliated units still can maintain their own prohibitions.

The Boy Scouts of America decision on July 27, 2015 to lift its national ban on 
openly gay adult leaders has the support of United Methodists of varied theologi-
cal perspectives. But no church will be required to accept any volunteer as a Scout 
leader simply because of the new policy, says Gil Hanke, top executive of United 
Methodist Men. Heather Hahn reports.  To read more, go to http://tinyurl.com/
npxcpue.
 

Church Media Form New Africa Radio Network
United Methodist News Service (UMNS)   

Photo right: John Kaumba Makulu, left, and the Rev. Chris Tshitenga work together 
on a video about community health workers and a United Methodist Communica-
tions training in Kamina. Tshitenga plans to develop a radio story from the video.

A new United Methodist Radio Network of Africa has already produced its first story, 
which features information about how community health workers are saving lives 
with text messaging in the Democratic Republic of Congo. Vicki Brown reports on 
the network formed by the directors of the denomination’s four radio stations in 
Africa—Voice of Hope in Côte d’Ivoire, Radio ELAM in Liberia, Kairos in Angola and 
Lokole in Congo.  Go to http://tinyurl.com/ntz8gy2 to read more. 

Duke Dean Steps Down
United Methodist News Service (UMNS)   

The Rev. Richard B. Hays, photo right, left his post as dean of Duke Divinity School on Aug. 1 to begin treat-
ment for pancreatic cancer. Hays had planned to step down at the end of the 2015-16 academic years.  He 
has been dean since 2010, and has taught New Testament at the United Methodist seminary for 24 years. 
Ellen Davis, a professor of Bible and practical theology at Duke Divinity, will serve as interim dean. Go to 
https://today.duke.edu/2015/07/richardhays to read the new release for more details. 

 

Photo illustration by Mike DuBose, UMNS 

Photo by Vicki Brown, UMNS

Photo courtesy of Duke 
University Divinity School 

facebook 

Faith Communities

HEC Celebrates Two Years        
Photo right: Rebecca Cole hugs Agnes Redmond, coordinator of the John Wesley Health 
Education Center.

The John Wesley United Methodist Church of Durant, Mississippi celebrated the second an-
niversary of its Health Education Center on July 25-26, 2015. Community leaders shared their 
achievements and challenges during a question and answer session with Rebecca Cole of the 
General Board of Church and Society, Washington, D.C. The HEC focuses on complete well-
ness, including the mind, body and soul. HEC promotes a better community through advocacy 
of healthier nutritional choices and health care access.     
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Crawford Street UMC Growing Community        
Crawford Street United Methodist Church in Vicksburg, Mississippi is supporting the city’s commu-
nity garden for first-time home owners. Church members have planted herbs and fruit bushes for the 
garden that was created to educate home owners about growing food and caring for their yards. In the 
photo right, little Matt Williams of Crawford Street is getting assistance with planting cherry bushes. 
Crawford Street UMC provided four pots for the teaching garden and plan to do more work in the fall.  

Helping Hands for Edwards  
Street Fellowship Center       
Photo left: Logan Ferrell and Lisa Cothern, both of Heritage UMC have every reason to smile. 
Their work will help those who turn to Edwards Street Fellowship Center.

Heritage United Methodist Church in Hattiesburg, Mississippi has completed a number of proj-
ects for Edwards Street Fellowship Center. Members of all ages have helped with everything 
from sorting boxes of food to organizing clothing items at the center’s thrift store.
The mission of Edwards Street Fellowship Center is to provide services to struggling families 
who are confronted by life circumstances beyond their capacity to overcome without a helping 
hand. The ministry is centered on a commitment to strengthening families and meeting special 
needs in the greater Hattiesburg area. The center is a benevolence of the Mississippi Confer-
ence of The United Methodist Church.

The POWER of We funded in part by your apportioned mission shares. 

Administry

The Mississippi United Methodist Foundation Awards 74 Scholarships
From the Mississippi United Methodist Foundation 

The Mississippi United Methodist Foundation celebrates the awarding of 74 undergraduate and 
graduate scholarships totaling over $63,000 for the 2015-16 academic year.  These scholar-
ships are made possible by generous donors, who established endowments with the Founda-
tion.

Awards for undergraduates ranged from $200 to $2,200. Awards are determined by the school 
attended, GPA and community involvement. Scholarship recipients are from across the state. 
The majority of students attend colleges and universities in Mississippi. 

Seminary scholarships ranged from $1,200 to $2,500.  The awards reflect the various require-
ments related to scholarship endowments. Current recipients attend Memphis Theological 
Seminary, Candler School of Theology, Asbury and United.

Student loan debt is a serious issue in our nation. Recent studies among United Methodist 
seminaries report that the average seminary graduate owes $65,000 in student loan debt. The 
Foundation believes the very best way to combat this issue is prevention. Your help is needed 
to provide more scholarship funds for our college and seminary students.

You may contribute to the scholarship fund at any time in honor or memory of someone. You 
may also create a named scholarship endowment for a minimum of $5,000. Please contact the Foundation at 601-948-8845 or email 
mike@ms-umf.org for more information.
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Students

Presenting The Gathering Tour
Organizers of the popular Mississippi Conference youth event, The Gathering, is taking 
the show on the road. The Gathering Fallout Tour gives youth from across Mississippi a 
chance to experience high-energy worship. Mike Howington, the youth and families coor-
dinator for the Mississippi Conference said the tour will be packed with excitement, giving 
young people only a snippet of what to expect for The Gathering 2016. He said the tour 
exists for two reasons. First, for past participants who have enjoyed The Gathering con-
nection and want to come back together. And second, for groups who have yet to come to 
The Gathering. 

“We can show them here’s part of what we are doing.  Come see, come get connected.  
See if this is something your students will enjoy. Ultimately, we feel this is really helping 
with the movement of the Mississippi Annual Conference student ministry. We hope every-
one comes out,” said Howington.

The tour will make three stops across the Mississippi Conference: Meridian District office 
on Sept. 20, Camp Lake Stephens in Oxford on Oct. 18 and St. Pauls UMC in Ocean 
Springs, November 15. These conferences are free and begin at 6 p.m. For more information, go to www.mississippi-umc.org/the-
gatheringfallouttour. The tour will feature past presenters Lo, Big Al and DJ Blaha.  

To register students for The Gathering 2016, Feb. 26-28, visit www.mississippi-umc.org/eventdetail/1412459.

“Way Back When” 

?
Can you name this Mississippi 

Conference clergy member?  
The photo of him was taken 

way back when he  
was a toddler.   

The answer can be found  
on page 8!

Save the Date  |  Announcements

Youth Conference at Anderson UMC
Aug. 8, 2015
Anderson United Methodist Church in Jackson, Mississippi is inviting young people ages 8-18 to attend its image conference explosion. 
This includes guest speakers, fine art activities, power plan workshops, an outdoor concert and more. For the full details, visit http://
tinyurl.com/oqpzl5a. 

Canton UMC Host Site for the School of Congregational Development Satellite Broadcasts
Aug. 14-15, 2015
The School of Congregational Development (SCD) will host two new satellite broadcasts during its upcoming SCD 2015 “Crossroads” 
event in Indianapolis, Indiana, August 14-15, 2015. Canton United Methodist Church in Canton, Mississippi will be a host site to watch 
the broadcast. To register, go to www.scdsatellites.org/. 
 
3 “L” Academy
Aug. 17-18, 2015 
The Mississippi Conference Board of Pension is pleased to present a two-day educational session. This event is designed to assist 
clergy in modeling and teaching the United Methodist commitment to fully utilizing their time, talents, gifts, service and witness. Go to 
www.mississippi-umc.org/eventdetail/1433513 for more details and to register.   
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Forming Faith Communities: A Day of Discovery and Discernment
Aug. 20, 2015
This is a one-day event designed to explore the calling to church planting or revitalization. Clergy and laity are invited. For more infor-
mation, go to www.mississippi-umc.org/eventdetail/1498241.
 
Stronger Together: A Night of Unity
Aug. 25, 2015
This is a joint service with the First Baptist Jackson Worship Choir and Orchestra, the Mississippi Mass Choir, and Ballet Magnificat at 
First Baptist Jackson in Jackson, Mississippi. Wayne Singleton, minister of music at Mother Emmanuel Church in Charleston, South 
Carolina, will be the special guest. The event is free but tickets are required. For details, go to http://tinyurl.com/q6r8kll.
 
SEJ UMVIM Train the Trainer
Aug. 29, 2015
Train to become a United Methodist Volunteer in Mission (UMVIM) on Aug. 29, 10 a.m. - 4 p.m., at McLaurin Heights UMC in Pearl, 
Mississippi. Southeastern Jurisdiction (SEJ) UMVIM executive director, Paulette West will be the featured presenter at this event. For 
more information, go to www.mississippi-umc.org/eventdetail/1591476.

SEJ Local Church Communicators Conference at Lake Junaluska
Sept. 15-17, 2015   
Lake Junaluska, North Carolina, will be hosting a local church communicators conference. This is aimed at helping local church and dis-
trict communicators in the Southeastern Jurisdiction of The United Methodist Church. The cost is $200 and includes lodging and meals. 
Visit http://tinyurl.com/o29zbcl for more information.     
 
2nd Annual Collaborative Leadership Conference for Laity and Clergy 
Sept. 26, 2015
Learn about a new model for ministry fruitfulness that is being used in many different churches, districts and conferences, includ-
ing the Mississippi Conference. A general session will provide an explanation of the Spiritual Leadership Incorporated (SLI) model of 
fruitfulness and help attendees determine which of the three breakout sessions to attend. Visit www.mississippi-umc.org/eventde-
tail/1498127 for more information.
 
SMI Conference 2016: Building Blocks of Ministry
Oct. 2-3, 2015
The Student Ministry Initiative Conference 2016 is for youth leaders, clergy and lay, (paid and volunteer). The goal is to develop youth 
leaders from around the conference who will be able to cultivate impactful and healthy youth ministries. The event takes place at Clinton 
First UMC in Clinton, MS. Visit www.mississippi-umc.org/smiconference for more information. 
 
Revitup! Young Clergy Event
Oct. 5-7, 2015
This is an energizing event for clergy ages 25-39. It will take place in the Chicago Hilton/Indian Lakes Resort located in Bloomingdale, 
Illinois. Contact David Stotts at 601-354-0515, or dstotts@mississippi-umc.org for scholarship information provided by the Missis-
sippi Conference Board of Pension.  For more details, go to www.mississippi-umc.org/eventdetail/1042386.  
 
Ebony Exploration@Gammon
Oct. 6-7, 2015
Dr. Albert Mosley and Bishop James Swanson Sr. cordially invite you to the 132nd Founder’s Day and Ebony Exploration @ Gammon, 
in Atlanta, Georgia.  This two-day event is for young African Americans (ages 18-35) to hear, discern and respond to God’s call to or-
dained ministry and explore gifts and graces in The United Methodist Church.  Visit http://tinyurl.com/q5jaa9z for more details.  Bishop 
Swanson is chair of the board of trustees at Gammon Theological Seminary.
 
Southeastern Jurisdiction (SEJ) Clergywomen Consultation 
Oct. 26-29, 2015
Feeling tired? Needing Inspiration? Thirsty for renewal? Come to the Well! Save the date to attend the SEJ Clergywomen Consultation 
2015 at Epworth By the Sea in St. Simons Island, Georgia. To learn how to stay informed about this event, go to http://tinyurl.com/
qhwsa6n.
 
The Gathering 2016 (Youth Conference)
Feb. 26-28, 2016
The vision behind The Gathering is to create a high energy weekend conference for students to gather from all over the state to cel-
ebrate our Lord and Savior. Organizers dream of the day when 5,000 United Methodist students come together as one body. This could 
be the year! Visit www.mississippi-umc.org/thegathering for more information and to register today.
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UMC Events
Visit www.umc.org/news-and-media/looking-ahead-upcoming-events to see more educational opportunities and other upcoming 
events in the life of The United Methodist Church.  

Announcements
Stay Connected! Mississippi Conference Youth Events
Text MSUMCYOUTH to 95577 to get youth updates.  
 
Resources for Clergy Families
For helpful literate and networks for clergy spouses, “preacher kids” and those who care for them, visit www.gcsrw.org/Resources/
ForClergyFamilies.aspx. 

Summertime Citrus Slush  

In blender container, mix the ingredients with enough ice cubes that they are just 
covered by liquid. Process using pulse setting or highest blend until all the ice is 
slush. Serve in stemware or old-fashioned glass with an orange slice and a mara-
schino cherry for garnish.  

— By Renelda Owen in ‘Feeding His Flock’ published by Decatur UMC

Methodist Tested Recipes

Have a recipe that is too good to keep to yourself? Share it with our Circuit Rider readers. Email your favorite recipes to 
news@mississippi-umc.org.

8 oz. orange juice
1 T. grenadine syrup (optional)
Juice of 1 lemon
1/2 c. water

Juice of 1 lime
Ice
1/2 c. sugar

Answer to “Way Back When”
The person in the photo is Rev. Andy Ray. He is the superintendent for the Mississippi Conference  Senatobia District. Send your 
throwback images with details to Tamica@mississippi-umc.org.

As a courtesy to the Mississippi Annual Conference, job announcements from across the United Methodist connection are featured in 
The Circuit Rider. To submit an employment notice, send an email to news@mississipppi-umc.org.  Postings are not guaranteed 
to appear more than once in Mississippi Conference publications. To read a description of job opening(s) listed below as well as 
other listings, go to www.mississippi-umc.org/employmentopportunities.

• Associate Director of Youth Ministries at St. James UMC - Little Rock, AR 
• Director of Youth Ministries / Camping and Outdoor Ministries - West Virginia Conference 
• Connectional Ministries Administrative Assistant at MS Conference - Jackson, MS
• Part-time Minister of Music at Monticello UMC - Monticello, MS (Brookhaven District)
• Part-time Director of Music Ministries at Raymond UMC - Raymond, MS  

Employment 
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Stay Connected

www.facebook.com/pages/The-Mississippi-United-Methodist-Conference/436491529732524

https://twitter.com/Mississippi_UMC

www.youtube.com/channel/UCSRtxv_Kix8IbYuHKRMLIjg

www.flickr.com/photos/119483421@N02/

Stay Connected with ConnecTText
Mississippi United Methodists with the ability to receive text messaging via phone are encouraged to sign up for ConnecTText. 

The service is another option for people to stay informed about important dates and other conference happenings.

To sign up for ConnecTText:
1. Remember, you must have the ability to get text messages on your phone.
2. From your mobile phone, text the letters ‘MSUMC’ to the number 95577 and press send.
3. Wait a few seconds for a confirmation text and you’re connected!

Mississippi Conference’s Mobile App—MY MSUMC 
MY MSUMC — the Mississippi Conference of The United Methodist Church’s official mobile app — is available at no cost on all iPhone, 
Android, Galaxy and Blackberry phones and their corresponding pads and tablets.

MY MSUMC allows easy access to the latest conference events, local UM news and The Circuit Rider. The MY MSUMC app presents 
users with a unique opportunity to interact with the conference by submitting prayer requests, recording audio of personal testimonies 
and posting comments via facebook and twitter. Plus, the ‘Our Districts’ feature shows a comprehensive list of district contact informa-
tion and even directions from the user’s current location — all from a mobile smart phone or tablet device.

Feel free to leave a comment about the app on the Mississippi United Methodist Conference facebook and twitter pages.


