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The Mississippi Conference Four Core Values are love, generosity, justice and apprenticeship. 
For more information, visit www.mississippi-umc.org/thepowerofwe.
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Luke 14:25-33 
New International Version (NIV)
The Cost of Being a Disciple
25 Large crowds were traveling with Jesus, and turning to them he said: 26 “If anyone comes to me and does not hate father and mother, wife 
and children, brothers and sisters—yes, even their own life—such a person cannot be my disciple. 27 And whoever does not carry their cross 
and follow me cannot be my disciple.

28 “Suppose one of you wants to build a tower. Won’t you first sit down and estimate the cost to see if you have enough money to complete 
it? 29 For if you lay the foundation and are not able to finish it, everyone who sees it will ridicule you, 30 saying, ‘This person began to build 
and wasn’t able to finish.’

31 “Or suppose a king is about to go to war against another king. Won’t he first sit down and consider whether he is able with ten thousand 
men to oppose the one coming against him with twenty thousand? 32 If he is not able, he will send a delegation while the other is still a long 
way off and will ask for terms of peace. 33 In the same way, those of you who do not give up everything you have cannot be my disciples.

Aug. 28-Sept. 5, 2016 (Sunday-Monday)
Bishop Swanson will be attending the World Methodist Council and Conference in Houston, Texas.

Sept. 11, 2016 (Sunday)
Bishop Swanson will be preaching during the 11 a.m. service at Purvis UMC (Hattiesburg District).

Sept. 11, 2016 (Sunday)
Bishop Swanson will be meeting with lay and clergy at Asbury UMC in Petal, Mississippi at 3 p.m.

Sept. 17, 2016 (Saturday)
Bishop Swanson will be preaching the 3 p.m. closing worship for the 3rd Annual Collaborative Leadership Conference 
at Christ UMC in Jackson, Mississippi.

word POWER

Bishop On the Move

Miss. Conference Mission Focus  
2016-2017

Visit for more information: 
http://www.mississippi-umc.org/inm

For the upcoming clergy training
schedule, go to www.mississippi-umc.

org/stopdomesticviolence
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Collection Sites for Disaster Relief Buckets and Kits             

Photos above, left to right: A trailer was nearly full of supplies at Trinity UMC, Gulfport. Center: Young people at Johnston Chapel UMC, 
Summit filled buckets. Far right: This was the cleaning bucket assembly line at Decatur First UMC.

There continues to be a demand for cleaning buckets (http://www.umcor.org/UMCOR/Relief-Supplies/Relief-Supply-Kits/Cleaning) 
and health kits (http://www.umcor.org/UMCOR/Relief-Supplies/Relief-Supply-Kits/Health) for those affected by this year's flooding 
disasters in Mississippi and Louisiana.

For those assembling supplies, there are collection sites where you can drop-off supplies on particular dates. They are listed below. Please 
call the delivery location before transporting buckets and kits to make sure someone is present to collect.

• Meridian District Office - until September 19 (http://www.mississippi-umc.org/meridiandistrict)
• Tupelo District Office - until September 23 (http://www.mississippi-umc.org/tupelodistrict)
• Kosciusko First UMC - until September 30 (http://www.fumckosciusko.com/)
• Camp Wesley Pines - indefinitely (http://wesleypines.com/joomla/)

Leaders are also warning: do not self-deploy to Louisiana because outside teams have not been requested. For more information on 
United Methodist Volunteers in Mission (UMVIM) deployment team needs, in the Mississippi Conference, contact David Newton at um-
vim@mississippi-umc.org. 

Watch for updates on the conference website (http://www.mississippi-umc.org/messagefrommississippiunitedmethodistdisaster-
relief), social media (https://www.facebook.com/The-Mississippi-United-Methodist-Conference-436491529732524/), and additional 
emails for drop-off sites and training opportunities.

Did you know?
When you make a financial donation to United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR), you can be assured that every dollar will go to 
the program you specify. UMCOR can guarantee this because all of its administrative costs are covered by the One Great Hour of Sharing 
offering and other undesignated gifts. 

Mission into Action
United Methodists are known best for long-term recovery assistance after a disaster. However, they do play a role in the early stages by 
offering prayer, cleaning supplies and health kits for those impacted. Here are a few images from around the Mississippi Conference of 
churches putting mission into action.

Photos above, left to right: The line of volunteers at Brandon First UMC went around the room. Center: St. Matthews UMC set a goal to 
stuff 100 cleaning buckets. Far right: A Methodist cleaning bucket delivery was made to Crosby, Mississippi.

Disaster Response
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Connecting

Living Out The POWER of We 

Heritage UMC Loving, Learning, Leading            
By Tamica Smith Jeuitt, Communications Specialist, Mississippi Conference     

Photo right:  The Ladies Only Sunday school class at Heritage wanted to do a project 
together and filled over 200 backpacks with school supplies.

A way of discipleship-making is becoming more desirable to Mississippi United Methodists.  
It involves three components: loving, learning and leading presented by Spiritual Leader-
ship Incorporated (SLI). The three are the inspiration behind the new Mississippi Conference 
theme, Living Out The POWER We.

Through the process loving, learning, and leading, members of churches and other orga-
nizations first grow in their faithfulness to God and then their fruitfulness for God.  The latter 
is accomplished by learning the language of leadership and a set of cutting edge tools and 
processes for leading.  The next move is applying this learning through leading the organiza-
tions of which they are a part.

The Circuit Rider is featuring stories of faith communities across the Mississippi Conference 
that are loving, learning and leading.   In the series, Living Out The POWER of We, Heritage 
United Methodist Church in Hattiesburg shares its story.

Loving, Learning, and Leading at Heritage UMC
For the last six years, the Rev. Scot Jones has been an associate pastor at Heritage United 
Methodist Church in Hattiesburg, Mississippi.  He's been on staff there roughly 14 years and 
can passionately state one of the church's strengths. 

"We are good at making members, but we don't want to be just a member making church.  We want to be a disciple-making church," said 
Jones.  

He and fellow participants in a small group at Heritage (mostly laity) are committed to being a disciple-making church.  They will soon recon-
vene after a break from consecutive 8-hour monthly meetings over an 18 month period.  They are shaping the church vision, and the process 
calls them to be loving, learning and leading together.

"When you love someone, it is easier to learn with them.  We take the time to love each other and share Glory Sightings within the church. 
We spend time praying together and for each other.  We study the Bible and learn together and then our leading comes out from that," stated 
Jones.

As a result of the small group meetings, Heritage now has a Ministry Action Plan (MAP).

A MAP is a discernment tool that allows you to discover where you are and make intentional, prayer-directed decisions about where you are 
called to go. It is a valuable tool that is both spiritual and practical. It is spiritual because it is not just a document that is produced in a void. A 
MAP is prayerfully considered and created in conversation with God. It is practical because it lays out objectives, goals, and plans in a way 
that will help your daily ministry life.

"It's not just any plan.  It is a Christ-centered plan," explained Jane Hudson, a lay person in the group. 

Thanks to the MAP, the new church slogan, Connect. Grow. Go. was suggested and embraced by the congregation.

"We connect to bring people into the church.  Once we get the people in the church, we need to be growing people in their discipleship to 
Jesus Christ.  We feel like then there will be more going and people saying Jesus has put on my heart to go," said Hudson.

She leads the Ladies Only Sunday school class.  At the request of the small group, all Sunday school classes are creating a MAP. Hudson's 
class completed theirs and decided they lacked at "go." So, as a class, they supported the backpack ministry and filled 200 bags with school 
supplies.

Through MissionInsite (http://www.mississippi-umc.org/missioninsite) the small group 
knows more about the community around the church.  Data reports that 31 percent of the fami-
lies within a five-mile radius of the church are children with single mothers.  Over the next three 
to five years, the area will experience nine percent growth in housing.  

"It helps you look for places in the community where you can go and minister, and it helps you 
refocus some of the ministries in your church. Maybe we need to be doing something to try 
and reach single mothers and build community with them. It is all about making disciples," said 
Jones. 
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Heritage UMC is Living Out The POWER of We.  To read a previous story about loving, learning and leading, go to http://www.mississippi-
umc.org/blogdetail/5662676.

Living Out The POWER of We in Mississippi means loving, learning, and leading that is rooted in Love, Generosity, Justice, and Apprentice-
ship. 

Invest In Your Spiritual Walk
Attend 3rd Annual Collaborative Leadership Conf. Sept. 17
The Rev. Wesley Pepper anticipates that the Annual Collaborative Leadership Conference will once again be a "time of spiritual renewal" for 
him.

"Sometimes continuing education events are extremely beneficial and good. Sometimes they are not. I was convinced last year that it was 
extremely worthwhile. I expect to be blessed by the conference and to nurture my spiritual walk so that I can be the leader at Coopers Chapel 
that God needs me to be," stated Pepper.

In 2015, he attended the conference alone, but this year he has invited several lay members to join him.

"The attention to our spiritual growth as individuals and as a church is very necessary for us to be all that we can be for the kingdom of God. I 
think several of my laity will be encouraged by the conference. It is most important that we feed our souls and invest in our spiritual walk," said 
Pepper.

The third Annual Collaborative Leadership Conference is at Christ United Methodist Church in Jackson, Mississippi, on Saturday, Sept. 17, 
2016. The focus of this year's conference will be "Loving, Learning and Leading Together: Church Renewal through Spiritual Formation."

Author and professor, Rev. Dr. Dwight Judy will be the featured speaker. For more details about the conference, fees and deadlines, go to 
http://www.mississippi-umc.org/clc2016.

Celebrating Mission Grants  
Revels UMC Challenging Youth   
By Laura Lea Williams, Mississippi Conference Staff             

Photo right: A few of the students working hard on their future with the 
help of I Challenge You, Inc. 

Photo below left: A dedicated tutor was explaining a concept to his 
student. 

For many high school seniors, this is the time to be thinking about their 
academic future. What college do I attend? Will my grades and test 
scores get me in the college I would like to attend? What do I want to do 
when I get there? All of these questions and more are some that students 
and parents worry about throughout the year. For some students within 
the Greenville community, the I Challenge You, Inc. program has helped 
take some of the worries away.    

Founded at Revels United Methodist Church in 1992, I Challenge You, Inc. assists students through a variety of after school programs 
including tutoring, ACT preparation, and mentoring to improve leadership skills and character. The students range in ages from 6 to 18. The 
volunteers with I Challenge You, Inc. administer a pretest and posttest to assess the progress students have made during their sessions. I 

Challenge You, Inc. holds sessions four days a week and have an average at-
tendance of 25-35.  

I Challenge You, Inc. has helped ease the worry of parents within the Green-
ville community as well. By providing students with a connection to families and 
students at various colleges, I Challenge You, Inc. helps equip students with the 
skills needed to navigate their way through college. Working closely with stu-
dents, I Challenge You, Inc. targets raising ACT scores and solidifying under-
standing core subjects. As of September 2015, I Challenge You, Inc. has helped 
19 students successfully transition from high school to college.

The Mississippi Conference Connectional Ministries Mission Grants are a match-
ing grant available to United Methodist churches and United Methodist sponsored 
or related agencies in Mississippi. Grants range from $500 to $2,500 per project, 

with one award of up to $10,000. They are awarded to form spiritual leaders, new places for new people, connections through existing con-
gregations and engagement in ministry with the poor; therefore, living out the four Core Values of The POWER of We.  

The POWER of We funded in part by your apportioned mission shares.
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Faith Communities
The pastor of a Lone Star United Methodist Church, a small Mississippi congregation,  

wrote recently about the growth his church is experiencing. The increase began following a discussion about low attendance. 
While the effort to save the dying church called for all members, one person's approach stood out.  

The Rev. Dewayne Mayo expresses his appreciation for what he calls a Glory Sighting.

Glory Sighting at Lone Star UMC
By Rev. Dewayne Mayo 

Photo right: Skarlett Boleware helped increase attendance at her church by bringing 
in children from the community.

Photo below left: The pews are filled with people at Lone Star UMC for the annual 
Christmas program. 

Four years ago, in the summer of 2012, some members of the congregation of Lone 
Star UMC were talking about their low attendance and that almost everyone was re-
tired and many in their 80's. Lone Star UMC was formed in 1940. Over the 70+ years, 
the congregation had never averaged over 30 in attendance on Sunday morning. 
Attendance had declined to the low 20's on Sunday mornings. Their declining age 
brought about a great concern; they began realizing that the church would be dead in 
a few years if something didn't change. 

Skarlett Boleware, a shy lady in her early 40's, decided to do what she could. Skarlett 
began inviting children from the community to church. She began picking up children in her SUV and bringing them to Lone Star, having 
Sunday school with them, having Wednesday evening activities for them, and bringing them to regular church services. Skarlett would 
pick the children up and take them home every Sunday and Wednesday services. Also, she would take them to extra activities such 
as bowling. She soon had her SUV beyond capacity with children. A man in his late 70's (who has recently passed away) bought a 12 
passenger van. The van was immediately used and soon filled; making it necessary that Skarlett again uses her SUV for transportation. 
This van has close to 300,000 miles on it right now, and it appears we will use it until it no longer runs. 

I became the Pastor of Lone Star in May of 2013. At that time, the van was full, and Skarlett was desperate for help. She had one 
young man helping her. Lone Star's PPRC immediately had made me aware of this situation, making it clear that they wanted to get 
parents involved and were not having any results in doing this. We immediately focused on this and gotSkarlett some help. Skarlett and 

I were able to recruit a young couple and a few others to assist her.

The church had special activities to attract the parents such as children's programs 
and parent appreciation banquets to draw in parents. Parents have attended these 
events. For instance, we have our Christmas programs on Wednesday evenings 
since we can't get all our children to church on Sundays because of partial custody 
situations. The past three years have resulted in over 90 people showing up each 
year, one year with 123. This is with a sanctuary that will hold 60 comfortably and a 
fellowship hall that will hold 40-45. I watched amazed while the people of Lone Star 
fed 123 people in this little fellowship hall with ease. People would go through the 
line, eat, then go into the sanctuary.  

This retired congregation has been incredible with their support of these children. 
Over the 3+ years, I have been their Pastor, they have had only two adult events. I 
have encouraged them to do more for themselves, and my encouragement may be 

why they had these two events. Lone Star is simply very content in doing everything for the children. Every Wednesday, several work 
hard to make sure the kids and adults who attend are very well fed, never complaining, always seeing to the care of the children.

Lone Star now owns two vans (both bought used). The second one was bought with cash last year. Our van ministry picks up many 
children who are very marginalized in the community.

Great effort is spent loving such children and helping them adjust to our worship atmosphere. Lone Star does an amazing job in help-
ing them adjust well, becoming important contributors to our worship experience. For instance, a brother and sister (4 and 5 years old) 
came to Lone Star when their parents dropped them off one Wednesday evening. Since then, they are at almost every service, whether 
their parents drop them off, or they are picked up by the van ministry. They have been more than a handful in adjusting to our services. 
With much effort and patience, they are adjusting well and are now raising their hands and asking us to pray for specific family mem-
bers during prayer time. (These children were placed with social services since this letter).
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Administry

2016 Open Enrollment For 2017
Beginning the 1st of October, eligible members will have an opportunity to enroll in 
the Mississippi Conference insurance plan(s) with an effective date of January 1, 
2017. To be eligible to participate in the conference sponsored insurance plan(s), you 
must be under appointment Episcopal appointment serving at least ¾ times (75%) 
with a minimum compensation of $20,454.

The Open Enrollment Period allows you the opportunity to enroll in or change: 

• Your Medical Plan: PPO (Preferred Provider Organization) or HDHP (High Deduct-
ible Health Plan)

• Your Dental Plan: Enrollment is for a minimum 12 month period, and you must par-
ticipate in the conference sponsored medical plan to be eligible for enrollment.

• Your Vision Plan: Enrollment is for a minimum 12 month period, and you must par-
ticipate in the conference sponsored medical plan to be eligible for enrollment.

• Add eligible dependents to your plan(s) or drop dependents from your plan(s); and
• Enroll or re-enroll in the Flexible Spending Accounts: Annual Election not available mid-year
  – You must Re-Enroll in your Flexible Spending Account(s) each year if you would like to continue to participate.
  – New enrollments for the Flexible Spending Account(s) will also be accepted during this time.

If you are NOT changing plans, enrolling in new plans, or adding/dropping dependents, you DO NOT need to do anything. Your ben-
efits will continue as they currently are through the 2017 plan year; however, the following exceptions apply:

Please remember, you may only make changes to your plans during 2017 if you experience a qualifying life status change. (Example: 
marriage, birth or adoption of a child, change of appointment, etc.). You must make your changes within 30 days of the life status 
change or you will have to wait until the next Open Enrollment for 2018.

While we have had many cases of heartbreak, a few have felt like they would rip our hearts out. Some of these are even more grievous 
than the congregation realizes which I cannot share with them because of HIPPA and other regulations. I am glad that they do not have 
to know all I know. Please note that many of our children are in fact well taken care of at home.

One of our retirees has become a regular van driver. He is 74 years old, and the kids love him!

I have been able to join Skarlett on occasion to develop these children and youth. We have been able to experience 13 publically pro-
fessing their faith in Jesus Christ for the first time and have baptized many of them.

Lone Star is way above the typical 85% growth mark that many use to gauge building from. On Wednesday evenings, our fellowship 
hall is almost always beyond 100% capacity.

In summary, I am very proud of the congregation of Lone Star UMC. I hope this brief explanation has properly represented how they 
have done a tremendous job of reaching out to their community and ministering to all who come in their doors. Lone Star now averages 
around 40 during Sunday morning worship and well over 40 on Wednesday evenings. Sunday evening attendance many times is over 
the average 30 benchmark they couldn't attain on Sunday mornings just 4 years ago.  

Team Tours West Jackson District
Photo right: Standing from left to right are Rev. Cary Stockett, Luculious Anderson, 
Rev. Willis Britt, and Rev. Stephen Cook. Seated from left to right are Kay Barksdale, 
Rev. Pamela Cameron, Rev. Anzette Thomas, and Rev. Rachel Pitts.

The Mississippi Conference West Jackson District Superintendent, Rev. Stephen 
Cook and former superintendent of the district, Rev. Willis Britt, led a small group on a 
tour of the West Jackson District.

The group known as the Spiritual Leadership team visited 17 local churches and one 
community center. The tour covered five areas: South and North Jackson, Clinton, 
Vicksburg and Yazoo (Delta).

The tour gave them a first-hand account of the area that makes up the district and the 
diversity of membership.

Large and small membership churches were visited in both metropolitan and rural 
settings. Several pastors were present to give the rich history and current ministry focus of their congregations. The information and 
stories shared gave insight into the benefit and need for Ministry Action Plans.

A special thanks to Pratt Memorial United Methodist Church for the use of their van and the driver who transported the team.
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Students
Local Youth to Pockets Kid's Advisory Board  
Photo right: Karsyn Hayes is a 7-year-old member of the Kid's Advisory Board for Pockets Magazine.

Karsyn Hayes of the Mississippi Conference United Methodist Church has been named to the 2017 Kids' 
Advisory Board for Pockets® Magazine. Her mother broke the news on Facebook. With help from her mom, 
Hayes applied for the position and was selected.

Pockets is a 48-page devotional magazine for children ages 6-12, published by The Upper Room®. It is de-
signed for the personal use of children to help them grow in their relationship with God, and includes full-color 
photos, stories, poems, games, mission-focused activities, daily scripture readings, non-fiction features, and 
contributions from children who read the magazine.

Pockets receives regular feedback from a Kids' Advisory Board. Members of the board serve for one year, and 
they evaluate each issue, suggest themes for future issues, and give input on various questions throughout 
the year.

Hayes is the daughter of Aron Hayes and the Rev. Tara Hayes, who serves as Director of the Wesley Founda-
tion at Alcorn State University.

For more information about Pockets, go to  http://pockets.upperroom.org/. 

A Back to School Message from Brooke at Methodist Children's Homes
Photo right: The Methodist Children's Homes is caring for Brooke. God is moving in her life thanks to 
those supporting its services. Photo courtesy, Methodist Children's Homes of Mississippi.

When I saw the shoebox, I told myself "don't get excited, it might not be shoes. I've never had new 
shoes before."

Back to school clothes are expensive, and I need your help.

You see I grew up poor, like real poor. My mom was addicted to drugs, and I would have to steal food 
to keep my siblings and me fed. Many days we were given one can of Ravioli to split between us.

Because I was raised by a drug addict, all of my clothes were hand-me-downs. Not nice hand-me-
downs, but worn out and stained clothes. I also didn't have a mom that cared enough about me to 
make sure I was bathing and brushing my teeth.

Thanks for being the mom that my mom couldn't be.

When I went to school, I was dirty and wore grease-stained clothes that didn't exactly fit my body. It was embarrassing, and I hated 
school. I just wanted to fit in.

By sending $185.00 for new school clothes, I will be able to fit in for the first time in my life. You will be giving me the confidence that I 
long for.

Because of neglect, I was moved to my dad's house.

Stealing food became a survival skill, so I couldn't stop. The fear of one day not having food again completely terrified me. My dad 
punished me by locking me in the basement, boarding up the windows and giving me a five-gallon bucket to use as a restroom. 
Sometimes he would feed me one peanut butter and jelly sandwich a day, but most days it was lettuce and water.  

Enrollment forms (change forms) and rates are published on the conference website on the Board of Medical Benefits webpage. 
2017 rates remain the same as the 2016 rates.

Retirees Open Enrollment:
If you are over 65 and Medicare Eligible and not serving an appointment that is considered ¾ time, we offer a fully insured Medicare 
part F look alike supplement with a prescription drug card. We also offer a reduced benefit plan for a lesser premium. If you would like 
to look into the supplement market through AmWINS, we are very happy to help you do so. Many times this will result in a premium 
saving and a tailored plan that fits your situation.

Please note if you are an eligible retired clergy person that is not currently insured and you are serving at least ¾ times (75%) with a 
minimum compensation of $20,454 you are also eligible to participate in the conference sponsored insurance plan(s) offered to clergy 
that has not retired.

If you have any questions, please contact Sheila P. Owens, Benefits Administrator, at the Mississippi Conference office, 769-243-
7022. 
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I felt unwanted and unloved. Actually, my dog was treated better than me.

One day my dad accused me of stealing. He threw me against the wall, strangled me and beat me over and over again.

The next day, my teacher reported my bruises. I tried to convince her that I just got into a fight, because all I could think of were my 
dad’s threats.

“If you call DHS, you better bring an ambulance too, because I will hurt you worse.”

When the social worker came to the door, I heard my dad say, “Just take her.”

Those words hurt, but now I know it was all a part of God’s plan. You see, you were also a part of my life beginning to change.

Thank you for being the dad, that my dad couldn’t be.

I was placed in multiple foster homes over the next couple of months before coming to the Methodist Children’s Homes. I love it here! 
They had a welcome party for me, and I got my own bed.

I know that you provided all of this for me. You stepped in when my parents couldn’t. You have already shown me that you care. Will 
you step in one more time and provide me and my friends with school clothes?

Later that day, I got a shoebox. I told myself, “don’t get excited,” it might not be shoes. Because… I’ve never gotten new shoes be-
fore.

When I opened the box I was so excited!!! They were brand new bright purple tennis shoes with bright white shoelaces. The exact 
ones I have been dreaming of! I could hardly breath. To think that you cared enough about me to notice that I needed new shoes for 
school blew me away.

Now school is just 2 weeks away and I am in desperate need of new clothes to go with my new shoes. By sending $185.00, I will 
never have to wear greased-stained clothes again.

You have made the difference in my life.

Because of you I have a safe home – where I never have to worry about going hungry again.

And, the best news of all is: When I went to camp this summer, I accepted Christ as my Savior. All the abuse and neglect in my life 
led me here, to MCH where, because of you, I was able to attend camp and learn about my Savior.

Saying “thank you” just doesn’t seem like enough. You provide so much for me.

You’re Awesome,
Brooke
Youth at Methodist Children’s Homes 

Party With A Purpose 
Photo right: Birthday boy, Ried Massey shows off the funds he raised for Imagine No Malaria.  

Every two minutes, a child in Sub-Saharan Africa dies. In 2015, 438,000 people died from malaria, a 
disease that is both treatable and preventable.

An 8-year-old from Decatur United Methodist Church heard this and decided he wanted to make a 
change.

Reid Massey, son of Gray and Lauren Massey, raised $90 at his 8th birthday party instead of getting 
presents. Each net costs $10 and up to four people can be protected under a single net. Through 
Reid's generous heart, he helped up to 36 people in Africa protect themselves against malaria.

Imagine No Malaria is the 2017 Mission Focus for the Mississippi Conference. The conference goal is 
to provide 100,000 nets, and all churches are urged to participate, no matter their size. If we all gave 
with a charitable heart like Reid's, Imagine what all our conference could do.

"Truly I tell you," He said, "unless you change and become like little children, you will never enter the 
kingdom of heaven." Matthew 18:3

For more information about Imagine No Malaria, contact Charity Gordon, INM Field Coordinator, inm@mississippi-umc.org.
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Pearl UMC Hosting Singing Group  
Sept. 25, 2016
On Sunday, September 25, 2016, at 6 p.m., Pearl United Methodist Church will host the Farm Hands Bluegrass Quartet. This perfor-
mance will be an uplifting and entertaining evening. There is no charge, but a freewill offering will be collected. For more information, 
contact David Brooks, Minister of Music, 601-214-3015.   Pearl UMC is located at 226 Pearson Road in Pearl, Mississippi. 

Revival at Vincent Chapel UMC 
Aug. 22-24, 2016
Vincent Chapel UMC will have revival nightly at 7:30, beginning Aug. 22-24. The theme for the three nights of service is "Giving God 
the Glory." The Rev. Al Bush, pastor of Tillman Chapel UMC will be the guest speaker. Vince Chapel is located at 511 Marshall Road in 
North Carrollton, Mississippi. 

2016-17 Children's Ministry Meetings at Senatobia District
Aug. 30 - April 25
You are invited to be a part of a group of people involved in Children's Ministry in the Senatobia District. Come out for the organized 
meetings to share ideas and plans. Have a meal and spend some time in the word. Whether your church has 10 children or 100 chil-
dren, this small group is for you.  Visit http://senumc.net/event/childrens-ministry-senatobia-district/ for more information including 
the dates and locations throughout the district.

The Gathering Tour
Sept. | Oct. | Nov.
Coming this fall, The Gathering Student Conference is on the road, bringing some of the amazing artists that youth will see at The Gath-
ering 2017. Attendance to The Gathering Imagine Tour is free. While registration for this event is requested for planning, we welcome 
additional guests. Register here: http://www.mississippi-umc.org/thegatheringimagetour. Make plans to attend where The Gather-
ing Imagine Tour stops in your region! Featuring: Big Al, Lo and DJ Blaha. 

Third Annual Collaborative Leadership Conference
Sept 17, 2016
Attend the third annual Collaborative Leadership Conference being held at Christ United Methodist Church in Jackson, Mississippi on 
Saturday, September 17, 2016. The focus of this year's conference will be "Loving, Learning and Leading Together: Church Renewal 
through Spiritual Formation." Author and professor, Rev. Dr. Dwight Judy will be the featured speaker. For more details about the con-
ference, go to http://www.mississippi-umc.org/clc2016.

WellsFest 2016
Sept. 24
The 33rd WellsFest will be held Saturday, Sept. 24, at Jamie Fowler Boyll Park, next to Smith-Wills Stadium on Lakeland Drive in 
Jackson, Mississippi. All proceeds will go to the Center for Violence Prevention. WellsFest is a gift of love to the community from Wells 
Memorial United Methodist Church. For more information, go to http://wellschurch.org/wellsfest.

Camp Lake Stephens, Children's Spiritual Life Retreat
Sept. 24-25, 2016
Join Camp Lake Stephens for a weekend filled with fun, learning, and worship, all in the midst of God's creation.  The annual Children's 
Spiritual Life Retreat is welcome to church groups as well as individuals excited to get back to camp and fully experience God.  The 
Rev. Eric Davis will be leading worship sessions for the duration of the retreat.  School grades 3 to 6 are welcome to attend!  For ad-
ditional information, contact Chap Fenwick at chap@camplakestephens.com.

2016 SMI Conferences
Sept 30 - Oct. 1
The Student Ministry Initiative (SMI) movement was developed to equip children, youth and family ministries to embrace a long-
standing impactful plan for ministry in their local church. The Mississippi Conference welcomes Mark Devries, founder and president 
of Ministry Architects, along with the rest of his ministry team to the 2016 SMI Conference at Galloway Memorial UMC in Jackson. For 
more details, visit http://www.mississippi-umc.org/smiconference.

2016 Local Church Administry Training
Oct. 8 | Nov. 12 | Dec. 3
The financial leadership training provides counsel and guidance to strengthen the administrative and financial abilities of the local 
church treasurer, financial secretary, finance committee members and church business administrators. Successful completion of the 
training session and assignments will result in a Mississippi Conference recognized church "administer." To view the Local Church  Ad-
ministry Training brochure here: http://bit.ly/28PT1XK. To register for upcoming sessions, go to http://bit.ly/28T7OBx.

Save the Date  |  Announcements
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Early Response Training (ERT)
Oct. 8, 2016
The Mission of an Early Response Team is to provide a caring Christian presence in the aftermath of a disaster. This team is neither a 
first response group of emergency workers nor a recovery rebuild or repair team -- rather it fills a specific need in the early days after a 
disaster to establish the presence of the church. Come to the training and be a part of the team Saturday, Oct. 8 from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
at the Meridian District Office.

The deadline to register is Friday, Oct. 7 at noon. To sign up, visit https://www.eventbrite.com/e/early-response-team-training-at-
meridian-district-office-tickets-27052167762.

Camp Lake Stephens, Youth Spiritual Life Retreat
Nov. 11-13, 2016
The annual Youth Spiritual Life Retreat is a chance for youth in grades 7-12 to come and encounter God in a beautiful camp setting.  
While in the midst of God's creation, youth will have the opportunity to attend worship sessions led by gifted speakers and musicians, 
participate in small groups, and play and fellowship with one another.  Leading worship sessions for the weekend will be Trey Skaggs, 
along with Eddie Willis and the Narrow Path Band.  For additional information, please contact Chap Fenwick at chap@camplakeste-
phens.com. 
 
Camp Lake Stephens, Overflow
Jan. 14-16, 2017
Traditionally taking place over New Year's, Overflow has become a Camp Lake Stephens constant for now over 30 years!  Now for the 
first time, Overflow will take place during the Martin Luther King., Jr. weekend. Youth in grades 7-12 either individually or with their youth 
groups are invited to attend. Leading our worship sessions for the weekend will be Russ Polsgrove, along with Matt King and Austin 
Black.  Additionally, we are excited to announce the return of Big Al to the Camp Lake Stephens stage. For additional information, 
please contact Chap Fenwick at chap@camplakestephens.com.

The Gathering Imagine Tour 2017
Feb. 24-26
The vision behind The Gathering is to create a high energy weekend conference for students to gather from all over the Mississippi 
to celebrate the Lord and Savior. Organizers are committed to create a weekend event that is first-class quality with the best worship 
teams and communicators. Go to http://www.mississippi-umc.org/thegathering for early bird registration and more.

UMC Events
Visit www.umc.org/news-and-media/looking-ahead-upcoming-events to see more educational opportunities and other upcoming 
events in the life of The United Methodist Church.  

Announcements

Student Cohort - Deadline Oct. 10
This student cohort has been developed collaboratively by the Mississippi United Methodist Annual Conference and Ministry Architects 
and designed to equip today's leaders from different church sizes, cultures, and locations to grow and serve their various communities 
as lifelong disciples comfortable with questions and doubts.

This two-year commitment will launch with a limit of 22 high school students. For more information about this opportunity for all Missis-
sippi Conference Youth, go to http://www.mississippi-umc.org/files/connectional+ministries/youth+events/student+cohort/2017+
student+cohort+application.pdf.

CDL Driver Needed for Homeless Ministry
Alta Woods United Methodist Church, located at 109 Alta Woods Blvd. in Jackson, is in need of a CDL certified bus driver for Sunday 
mornings. Its ministry, "Gravy & Grace" picks up homeless persons from local shelters and brings them to the church for breakfast and 
worship. Pick up points are the downtown Jackson area and back to the church. Gravy & Grace is a thriving ministry to the homeless. 
Your prayerful consideration of joining Atla Woods in ministry is deeply appreciated. If you desire to respond to this invitation, please 
contact Alta Woods at 601-372-6016. 
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Have a recipe that is too good to keep to yourself? Share it with our Circuit Rider readers. Email your favorite recipes to 
news@mississippi-umc.org.

Aunt Michie's Spicy Meat Balls

Meat Balls: Mix. Shape into 3/4-inch balls. Melt 1 tablespoon oleo in skillet. Add meat balls and brown. Shake skillet to brown evenly 
and to keep ball round. Pour off fat.

Sauce: Pour sauce over meatballs and cover. Cook 10 minutes, stirring occasionally. Keep hot in crock-pot. Use toothpicks to spear. 
May be frozen. Yields about three dozen                                   

 — By Angie Hopper in The Fruits of Our Labour, published by the Prayer Warriors Sunday school class  
at Hickory Flat United Methodist Church   

 

Methodist Tested Recipes

1/4 lb. ground beef
1/4 c. fine bread crumbs
3/4 tsp. salt
1/2 tsp. Accent
1 1/2 Tbsp. minced onion
1/2 tsp. horseradish
3 drops Tabasco
2 eggs, beaten

Sauce:
1/2 c. catsup
1/2 c. water
1/4 c. cider vinegar
2 Tbsp. brown sugar
1/4 tsp. pepper
1 Tbsp. minced onion
2 tsp. Worcestershire sauce
1 1/2 tsp. salt
1 tsp.dry mustard
3 drops Tabasco
dash of cayenne pepper

Stay Connected
• Facebook: www.facebook.com/pages/The-Mississippi-United-Methodist-Conference/436491529732524
• Twitter: https://twitter.com/Mississippi_UMC
• You Tube: www.youtube.com/channel/ UCSRtxv_Kix8IbYuHKRMLIjg
• Flickr: www.flickr.com/photos/119483421@N02/

Stay Connected with ConnecTText
Mississippi United Methodists with the ability to receive text messaging via phone are encouraged to sign up for ConnecTText. 
The service is another option for people to stay informed about important dates and other conference happenings.

To sign up for ConnecTText:
1. Remember, you must have the ability to get text messages on your phone. 
2. From your mobile phone, text the letters ‘MSUMC’ to the number 95577 and press send.
3. Wait a few seconds for a confirmation text and you’re connected!

Mississippi Conference’s Mobile App—MY MSUMC 
MY MSUMC—the Mississippi Conference of The United Methodist Church’s official mobile app—is available at no cost on all iPhone, 
Android, Galaxy and Blackberry phones and their corresponding pads and tablets. MY MSUMC allows easy access to the latest confer-
ence events, local UM news and The Circuit Rider. The MY MSUMC app presents users with a unique opportunity to interact with the 
conference by submitting prayer requests, recording audio of personal testimonies and posting comments via facebook and twitter. 
Plus, the ‘Our Districts’ feature shows a comprehensive list of district contact information and even directions from the user’s current 
location—all from a mobile smart phone or tablet device.

As a courtesy to the Mississippi Annual Conference, job announcements from across the United Methodist connection are featured in 
The Circuit Rider. To submit an employment notice, send an email to news@mississipppi-umc.org.  Postings are not guaranteed 
to appear more than once in Mississippi Conference publications. To read a description of job opening(s) listed below as well as 
other listings, go to www.mississippi-umc.org/employmentopportunities.

• Full-time Church Administrator at Starkville First UMC, Starkville, MS
• Director of Campus Ministries at First UMC West Monroe, West Monroe, LA

Employment 


