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The Mississippi Conference Four Core Values are love, generosity, justice and apprenticeship. 
For more information, visit www.mississippi-umc.org/thepowerofwe.

Your  Connec t ion  to The Miss iss ipp i  Annua l  Conference

The Circuit Rider
Published  Wednesday  | August 17, 2016

State of Emergency

Our Values

T h e  P O W E R  o f  W e

Purpose:
 The Mississippi Annual 
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The mission of the Mississippi 
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transformation of  the world.
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LOVE GENEROSITY JUSTICE APPRENTICESHIP

Mississippi Governor Phil Bryant has declared a state of emergency 
for Adams, Amite, Pike, Wilkinson and any other counties affected 
by the heavy rainfall and severe flooding over the last few days. This 
picture, given courtesy of the Mississippi Emergency Management 
Agency, shows cell phone images of the impact. Find out what United 
Methodists can do now to help Mississippi and Louisiana victims in 
the section Disaster Response on page 2.
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Luke 13: 10-17 
New International Version (NIV)
Jesus Heals a Crippled Woman on the Sabbath
10 On a Sabbath Jesus was teaching in one of the synagogues, 11 and a woman was there who had been crippled by a spirit for eighteen 
years. She was bent over and could not straighten up at all. 12 When Jesus saw her, he called her forward and said to her, “Woman, you are 
set free from your infirmity.” 13 Then he put his hands on her, and immediately she straightened up and praised God.
14 Indignant because Jesus had healed on the Sabbath, the synagogue leader said to the people, “There are six days for work. So come and 
be healed on those days, not on the Sabbath.”
15 The Lord answered him, “You hypocrites! Doesn’t each of you on the Sabbath untie your ox or donkey from the stall and lead it out to give 
it water? 16 Then should not this woman, a daughter of Abraham, whom Satan has kept bound for eighteen long years, be set free on the 
Sabbath day from what bound her?”
17 When he said this, all his opponents were humiliated, but the people were delighted with all the wonderful things he was doing.

word POWER

Pray and Donate             
The disaster response leadership for the Mississippi Conference is reminding those who want to deploy to 
areas impacted by flooding in Mississippi and Louisiana to stay put. These areas are not ready to receive 
volunteers. Meanwhile, they are offering ways people can help now.

• Continue to pray for those who suffered loss and/or damage in Mississippi and Louisiana.
• Donate money. You can give to the United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR) U.S. Disaster 

Response Advance #901670, or send checks to the Mississippi Conference of The United Methodist 
Church, 320-A Briarwood Drive, Jackson, MS 39206.

• Create cleaning "flood" buckets. 
• Assemble health kits.

Read the full message from the conference leaders at www.mississippi-umc.org/messagefrommissis-
sippiunitedmethodistdisasterrelief.

Disaster Response

Access the Mississippi Conference 
Charge Conference Forms provided by the Director of 

Connectional Ministries and Communications here: 
http://mschargeconferenceforms.com/

For the upcoming clergy training
schedule, go to www.mississippi-umc.

org/stopdomesticviolence
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Early Response Training  
Oct. 8, 2016
The Mission of an Early Response Team is to provide a caring Christian presence in the 
aftermath of a disaster. This team is neither a first response group of emergency workers 
nor a recovery rebuild or repair team -- rather it fills a specific need in the early days after a 
disaster to establish the presence of the church. Come to the training and be a part of the 
team Saturday, Oct. 8 from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. at the Meridian District Office.

Training is open to anyone outside of the Meridian District. The deadline to register is 
Friday, Oct. 7 at noon. Visit www.eventbrite.com/e/early-response-team-training-at-
meridian-district-office-tickets-27052167762 to sign up.

Methodists Committed to Delta Long Term Recovery
United Methodists are still at the side of those in the Mississippi Delta who were devastated by flooding six month ago in early March. An 
article featuring one worker from the Mississippi Conference was published in The Bolivar Commercial. The Circuit Rider has permission to 
share the story below written by Courtney Warren. 

Good Neighbors Needed to Help Those Affected by Flood
By Courtney Warren, The Bolivar Commercial, Cleveland, Mississippi

Photo right: Santarious Curb (left) and La Tia Penn (right) pictured on Aug. 8, 2016 during a 
meeting for case managers at the Mississippi Conference UMC office. The pair continues to 
support United Methodist disaster recovery following flooding in Mississippi Delta early March. 
Photo by Tamica Smith Jeuitt, Mississippi Conference. 

Though the ground is dry and Bolivar County has not seen significant rain in quite some time, 
those affected from the flood in March are still trying to repair their homes long after waters 
receded. 

The United Methodist Committee on Relief has not forgotten those in need and is working on a 
volunteer basis to help repair homes and offer assistance. 

La Tia Penn, disaster case manager, said, "You don't need any background or experience to 
volunteer. Right now we're in our screening process and getting some volunteers. People are 
living in their homes with asthma and on oxygen tanks and they need people to come in and 
help clean out homes. We're looking for people to help rebuild things. 

"There are several people who have received money from FEMA and have called people to come fix their homes but they've had a lot of 
scams happening. We're looking for new ways to help others. We just need people to be good neighbors." 

The United Methodist Committee on Relief, known as UMCOR, is a non-profit, United Methodist Church ministry, which serves the pur-
pose of helping provide relief to families and households who have fallen victims to disasters across the nation. 

UMCOR is a service organization, which relies on the donations, support, and cooperation of various people and groups. Because whether 
it is rebuilding a home or rebuilding a person, the service members of UMCOR, are committed to serving those in need. 

As of this month, there are still a number of people outside of their homes. There are families in their homes, being forced to live with mold; 
they have no insurance, no more financial assistance. There are households of elderly couples, left to do all the work by themselves; those 
unable to, are either forced out of their homes due to unsanitary conditions, or stuck in these unsanitary conditions. 

"It's really important because the Cleveland and Bolivar County area is a small area. When people think of a small area they think of a 
united community. To see there are so many people unable to get the things they need to get their homes back to normal, there are so 
many abilities to help, we should have more of a family type community," said Penn. 

Currently, UMCOR is partnered with the Bolivar County Long Term Disaster Recovery Committee, which serves the county as the only 
disaster recovery committee in this county.    
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Connecting

INM Logo Unveiled            
Photo below left: It was fun with a purpose at Greenwood First UMC.  Charity Gordon's presenta-
tion on Imagine No Malaria involved a child disguising as a giant mosquito. 

The Mississippi Conference unveiled its logo for the campaign Imagine No Malaria (INM). The 
conference is contributing to the United Methodist church-wide effort to eradicate the malaria disease 

in Sub-Saharan Africa. A child dies there every two minutes 
from malaria.

The logo has been described colorful, cool and creepy. 

It will serve as a reminder of the Mississippi Conference 
Mission Focus to provide 100,000 mosquito nets for INM 
before the June 2017 annual conference session.  One net costs $10 and can protect a family of 
four. All United Methodist congregations have been asked to participate. To find out how to get your 
church, or group involved, contact Charity Gordon, the Mississippi Conference field coordinator by 
visiting www.mississippi-umc.org/inm.

AC 2017 Speaker Greets Conference Clergy            
By Tamica Smith Jeuitt, Communications Specialist, Mississippi Conference 

Photo right: Thomas Kemper, General Secretary of Global Ministries and Bishop James Swan-
son Sr. of the Mississippi Conference, at the break of clergy training hosted by the conference 
treasurer on Aug. 15.   

Mississippi Conference clergy, who were present for the recent annual 3 "L" Academy, will be 
familiar with at least one guest speaker for the 2017 annual conference session. During the 
academy they heard from Thomas Kemper, who was the keynote speaker.

The 3 "L" Academy provided an opportunity to explore clergy benefits, financial planning, stew-
ardship education, and connectionalism. 

Kemper is the General Secretary of the General Board of Global Ministries of The United Meth-
odist Church. He is responsible for personnel, projects and mission partnerships in more than 
125 countries. A native of Germany and a layperson, Kemper is the first person from outside the United States elected to lead a United Meth-
odist agency. Prior to his position as General Secretary, he was mission leader for the German Central Conference of The United Methodist 
Church.  

His presentation to the clergy included an overview of Global Ministries.

"I hope people will take away that they are a part of a very exciting missional global church which is growing in parts of the world. Everybody 
here from a local church can be a part of this larger church," Kemper explained.

He also talked about surviving the attack at Istanbul Ataturk Airport on June 28. He was waiting in a lounge for a flight to Japan when the ter-
rorist attack began. He hid in a kitchen area until it was safe to come out.

"I really felt strongly in God's hands at that moment and protected and knew I was with Him. Everybody was trying to find a place to hide...but 
then we started to slowly talk and make connections. That was really a moment when you felt like we are in this together."  

For more information about Global Ministries, go to http://www.umcmission.org. 

Join Mission Mississippi in Prayer Time Aug. 18 (Tomorrow)          
Photo right: Photo courtesy Mission Mississippi.   

The City of Tupelo will be the first "host" city for a 12-month prayer journey.  

On Thursday, Aug. 18, from 6 a.m.- 9 a.m. Mission Mississippi is inviting everyone to join Tupelo 
in a collective time of focused prayer.  Wherever you are on that day, take a few moments to 
pray during the designated times.

In Tupelo, Whitehill Missionary Baptist Church will be open for prayer.  

Mission Mississippi offers the greatest hope to attain racial healing and reconciliation through the 
body of Christ and unconditional love. 
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Additional prayer opportunities will be:
• Aug. 27 - Inherit Movement Prayer Time 
 9 a.m. for Hinds County at New Horizon Church International, 1770 Ellis Avenue, Jackson
 10:30 a.m. for Rankin County, Meadow Grove Baptist church, 3221 Louis Wilson Drive, Brandon

• Noon for Madison County at Love and Unity Church of God, LaQuinta Inn, 152 Soldier Colony Road, Canton
 Oct. 15 - Inherit Movement Closing Ceremony Prayer Time
 2 p.m. - 4 p.m. at Broadmoor Baptist Church, Madison

Churches, business or organizations willing to open their doors for prayer, email to paigemissionms@gmail.com, or call 601-353-6477. 

Living Out The POWER of We           
By Tamica Smith Jeuitt, Communications Specialist, Mississippi Conference 

Photo right: Far right dressed in red, the Rev. Trey Harper led the prayer over 
students from around the community seen kneeling at the altar.

Photo below left: The annual Blessing of the Bearcats is a back-to-school event 
at Forest UMC for students and the community.  This includes worship and meal 
time.

Mississippi Conference United Methodists are being asked to read Acts 1:4-8 
(http://files.constantcontact.com/c6cffd0c001/fc2006c5-026b-4257-93cc-
c321a9af1d45.pdf) and lay heavy emphasis on the word, POWER. The refresher 
is needed as the conference transitions from the theme The POWER of We to 
Living Out The POWER of We.

The POWER of We (www.mississippi-umc.org/thepowerofwe) teachings 
focused on the Core Values of the Mississippi Conference: love, generosity, justice and apprenticeship. On this new journey, Living Out The 
POWER of We (www.mississippi-umc.org/livingoutthePOW). members will be coached on loving, learning, and leading as presented 
by Spiritual Leadership Incorporated (SLI).

"This is an offering for those who are tired of church membership and desire true discipleship," according to Bishop James Swanson Sr., of 
the Mississippi Conference.

Described as a process and not a program, through loving, learning, and leading, members of churches and other organizations first grow in 
their faithfulness to God and then their fruitfulness for God. The latter is accomplished by learning the language of leadership and a set of cut-
ting edge tools and processes for leading. The next move is applying this learning through leading the organizations of which they are a part.

Several Mississippi United Methodist communities have embraced loving, learning, and leading. Beginning with this issue of The Circuit 
Rider, read about their experiences in the series Living Out The POWER of We. This issue's story comes from Forest United Methodist 
Church. 

Loving, Learning and Leading at Forest UMC
For one year following the first Sunday worship service, the Vision Team at Forest United Methodist Church met for five hours. The team has 
no authority or place in the regular structure of the church. The group simply spent their time in prayer, study, and reflection of the life of the 
church.

"When we (Forest UMC administration board) first approached these people, we 
told them we are asking for a commitment like they have never been asked of 
before," said Rev. Trey Harper, pastor of Forest UMC. The church is located about 
50 miles east of Jackson, Mississippi. Harper is a part of the Bishop's Operational 
Team for the Mississippi Conference of The United Methodist Church. He serves 
in a similar role as the Vision Team but on a conference level. It was his witness 
to the process loving, learning and leading that lead to the formation of the Vision 
Team. 

Loving together 

At the start of worship, the floor is open to anyone at Forest UMC to share where 
they see God at work in their life and in the lives of others. Their testimonies are 
called Glory Sightings according to the Mississippi Conference teachings on loving.

"Our entire congregation is really going through the loving part without realizing that anything has changed...It has been a process getting 
people to feel comfortable enough to say something, but even more importantly, opening up to realizing how God is moving," said Harper.
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The church's Vision Team also reported Glory Sightings during their meetings. Harper said that revealing these in addition to concerns and 
burdens, encouraged the team to bond. They were open and honest in their discussions, and their disagreements were not perceived per-
sonal.

"When we leave the room, we are not mad at each other...We are not getting on the phone talking about how we can't believe that a person 
doesn't agree with us," stated Harper.

Learning together 
Thirty-five-year-old Andrew Chambers is a lifelong member of Forest UMC. He is raising his own family of three in the church. His parents and 
brother are still active members. Chambers said he welcomed the opportunity to serve on the Vision Team of eight and was prepared for the 
tasks required of him.

"It was work. We always had packets of information. We read two books. There was homework. We read article after article, so it was in 
depth," Chambers explained. The small group read material on church leadership and church mission.
As a result of their learning, the team developed a Mission Action Plan (known as the parent MAP). Each church committee chairperson 
was also presented the MAP and was encouraged to create what was named a child MAP for their ministry. The MAP provided the vision for 
the year. These recommendations were later shown to the congregation along with demographics of the community through MissionInsite 
(http://www.mississippi-umc.org/missioninsite).

"We didn't have any push back...The vision process has really opened the eyes of our congregation to see that we don't offer a lot to other 
people outside our congregation. We tend to take care of each other. It (MAP) calls you out in a way..." said Chambers.

Leading together 
Moving forward, the church decided to let go of its annual Halloween event to build on its back-to-school affair. It is the only one of its kind of-
fered in the community. For Halloween, they have planned to support one of the local ministry celebrations.

Missions at Forest UMC changed too. The church discontinued sending checks to as many as 20 organizations to implement a three-mission 
focus. Resources have been directed to Trinity Mission Center (a predominately Hispanic com-
munity), Methodist Children's Homes of Mississippi, and missions in Belize.   Consequently, 
mission work at Forest UMC has changed from being only something to donate money to into 
something that people can donate themselves and their time. 

Through loving, learning and leading, members are prayerful to attract more disciples of Jesus of 
Christ for the transformation of the world.
Living Out The POWER of We in Mississippi means loving, learning, and leading that is rooted in 
Love, Generosity, Justice, and Apprenticeship.

Celebrating Mission Grants  

Read to Achieve at Lynch Chapel UMC  
By Laura Lea Williams, Mississippi Conference Staff         

Photo right: One of the many smiling faces attending the Read to Achieve pro-
gram at Lynch Chapel UMC.

School might be officially back in session now, but for some active and retired 
teachers in Clinton, Mississippi, classes continued like normal. Those teachers 
and some volunteers worked their summer away to help around 25 children. Their 
goal, to improve the literacy rates of students within their community with the Read 
to Achieve program. Since 2014, the Read to Achieve program has been working 
towards improving literacy skills with a special focus on learning: make it fun. 

The Read to Achieve program is sponsored by Lynch Chapel United Methodist 
Church in Clinton. This program was founded after members noticed some stu-
dents needed enrichment in their reading lives.

Though Lynch Chapel is located in Mississippi's highest rated public school district, Read to Achieve was founded after families in the Lynch 
Chapel community were surveyed about education. The survey revealed there was a need for summer reading enrichment programs for 5-12 
year olds. The four week program centers on keeping learning fun, exciting, hands-on, and relative to the real world while also keeping class 
sizes small.

Lynch Chapel strives to live out the Mississippi Conference Core Values through the theme The POWER of We. The members of Lynch 
Chapel want every child's experience within the church to be filled with safe, enjoyable, and loving moments growing within God's presence. 
Read to Achieve received a $1,000 matching grant from the Mississippi Conference Connectional Ministries to help afford school supplies and 
curriculum for the children.

The Mississippi Conference Connectional Ministries Mission Grants are a matching grant available to United Methodist churches and United 
Methodist sponsored or related agencies in Mississippi. Grants range from $500 to $2,500 per project, with one award of up to $10,000. They 
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Administry

Planned Giving vs. Regular Giving   
By Rev. Mike Hicks, Executive Director, Mississippi United Methodist Foundation

It is important to remember that there is no competition between folks making a planned gift and making 
a regular contribution. Planned gifts come from assets held by the individual, while regular giving comes 
from a person's income stream. So, the two are not in competition with one another.

In fact, most research shows that persons who make a planned gift to a charitable cause will actually 
give more on a regular basis. This makes perfect sense when you think about it. Choosing to make a 
planned gift says, "This ministry is important to me." So, the person is fully committed to the work and 
ministry of the church.

Asking for a planned gift is not hard to do at all. It is about giving persons an opportunity to participate in 
the important work of ministry as a final witness to their faith. If you need help with resources, give us a 
call at 1-800-496-0975, 601-948-8845 or send an email to info@ms-umf.org.

are awarded to form spiritual leaders, new places for new people, connections through existing congregations and engagement in ministry 
with the poor; therefore, living out the four Core Values of The POWER of We.  

The POWER of We funded in part by your apportioned mission shares.

Faith Communities

Jackson Leads Special Service at Mathiston UMC                       
By Gwen Sisson, Starkville District News     

Photo right: Rev. Albert Gore and Rev. Jeep Pepper with Starkville Superin-
tendent Dr. Embra Jackson. Photo by Dorothy Pepper.    

It was a "gracious gift" that will enhance the worship experience for members 
of Mathiston United Methodist Church for years to come.

The late Mary Edith Gore Hancock loved her church and upon her death, left 
money to help fund "needed projects." The money was left in the trust of her 
brother, Rev. Albert Gore. With the help of the Gore family, Mathiston UMC 
has a new Chancel Rail, cushions, Communion Set and they were able to do a 
renovation of the church fellowship hall.

On Sunday, Aug. 7, church members and members of the Gore family joined 
together for a special Consecration Service and a time of Holy Communion, led 
by Starkville District Superintendent Dr. Embra Jackson.

"My participation in the worship service was a Glory Sighting -- the theme of my message," Jackson said. "Being there allowed me to be 
blessed by being with Rev. and Mrs. "Jeep" Pepper, former co-workers from Wood College, and to meet retired Chaplain Albert Gore. I 
was also blessed by the generosity of the Gore Family as they made a significant contribution to the Mathiston Church.

For more information about Mathiston UMC, contact Rev. Jeep Pepper at 662-258-2888.



8

Revival at Vincent Chapel UMC 
Aug. 22-24, 2016
Vincent Chapel UMC will have revival nightly at 7:30, beginning Aug. 22-24. The theme for the three nights of service is "Giving God 
the Glory." The Rev. Al Bush, pastor of Tillman Chapel UMC will be the guest speaker. Vince Chapel is located at 511 Marshall Road in 
North Carrollton, Mississippi. 

2016-17 Children's Ministry Meetings at Senatobia District
Aug. 30 - April 25
You are invited to be a part of a group of people involved in Children's Ministry in the Senatobia District. Come out for the organized 
meetings to share ideas and plans. Have a meal and spend some time in the word. Whether your church has 10 children or 100 chil-
dren, this small group is for you.  Visit http://senumc.net/event/childrens-ministry-senatobia-district/ for more information including 
the dates and locations throughout the district.

The Gathering Tour
Sept. | Oct. | Nov.
Coming this fall, The Gathering Student Conference is on the road, bringing some of the amazing artists that youth will see at The Gath-
ering 2017. Attendance to The Gathering Imagine Tour is free. While registration for this event is requested for planning, we welcome 
additional guests. Register here: http://www.mississippi-umc.org/thegatheringimagetour. Make plans to attend where The Gather-
ing Imagine Tour stops in your region! Featuring: Big Al, Lo and DJ Blaha. 

Third Annual Collaborative Leadership Conference
Sept 17, 2016
Attend the third annual Collaborative Leadership Conference being held at Christ United Methodist Church in Jackson, Mississippi on 
Saturday, September 17, 2016. The focus of this year's conference will be "Loving, Learning and Leading Together: Church Renewal 
through Spiritual Formation." Author and professor, Rev. Dr. Dwight Judy will be the featured speaker. For more details about the con-
ference, go to http://www.mississippi-umc.org/clc2016.

WellsFest 2016
Sept. 24
The 33rd WellsFest will be held Saturday, Sept. 24, at Jamie Fowler Boyll Park, next to Smith-Wills Stadium on Lakeland Drive in 
Jackson, Mississippi. All proceeds will go to the Center for Violence Prevention. WellsFest is a gift of love to the community from Wells 
Memorial United Methodist Church. For more information, go to http://wellschurch.org/wellsfest.

Camp Lake Stephens, Children's Spiritual Life Retreat
Sept. 24-25, 2016
Join Camp Lake Stephens for a weekend filled with fun, learning, and worship, all in the midst of God's creation.  The annual Children's 
Spiritual Life Retreat is welcome to church groups as well as individuals excited to get back to camp and fully experience God.  The 

Save the Date  |  Announcements

Students
Local Blogger's Post on United Methodism Grows 11K
Photo right: Bailey Shelton (right) with her younger sister Jessica Shelton outside of Gal-
loway Memorial United Methodist Church in Jackson, Mississippi.

Mississippi Conference -- the young lady behind a blog post that has gone viral is one of your 
own. The post titled "14 Things Only United Methodists Will Totally Understand," has gener-
ated 11 thousand shares and counting in about weeks' time. The author, Bailey Shelton, is 
the daughter of United Methodist ministers, Rev. Drs. Joey and Connie Shelton. Shelton is a 
freshman at the University of Southern Mississippi.

As a content creator and the editor in charge of the Odyssey Hattiesburg team, Shelton is 
encouraged to write weekly about whatever she feels led to share with the online commu-
nity. Her views on United Methodism are based off of her experience as a preacher's kid in 
The United Methodist Church. You can read her blog by visiting: www.theodysseyonline.
com/14-united-methodists-totally-understand.
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Rev. Eric Davis will be leading worship sessions for the duration of the retreat.  School grades 3 to 6 are welcome to attend!  For ad-
ditional information, contact Chap Fenwick at chap@camplakestephens.com.

2016 SMI Conferences
Sept 30 - Oct. 1
The Student Ministry Initiative (SMI) movement was developed to equip children, youth and family ministries to embrace a long-
standing impactful plan for ministry in their local church. The Mississippi Conference welcomes Mark Devries, founder and president 
of Ministry Architects, along with the rest of his ministry team to the 2016 SMI Conference at Galloway Memorial UMC in Jackson. For 
more details, visit http://www.mississippi-umc.org/smiconference.

2016 Local Church Administry Training
Oct. 8 | Nov. 12 | Dec. 3
The financial leadership training provides counsel and guidance to strengthen the administrative and financial abilities of the local 
church treasurer, financial secretary, finance committee members and church business administrators. Successful completion of the 
training session and assignments will result in a Mississippi Conference recognized church "administer." To view the Local Church  Ad-
ministry Training brochure here: http://bit.ly/28PT1XK. To register for upcoming sessions, go to http://bit.ly/28T7OBx.

Early Response Training (ERT)
Oct. 8, 2016
The Mission of an Early Response Team is to provide a caring Christian presence in the aftermath of a disaster. This team is neither a 
first response group of emergency workers nor a recovery rebuild or repair team -- rather it fills a specific need in the early days after a 
disaster to establish the presence of the church. Come to the training and be a part of the team Saturday, Oct. 8 from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
at the Meridian District Office.

The deadline to register is Friday, Oct. 7 at noon. To sign up, visit https://www.eventbrite.com/e/early-response-team-training-at-
meridian-district-office-tickets-27052167762.

Camp Lake Stephens, Youth Spiritual Life Retreat
Nov. 11-13, 2016
The annual Youth Spiritual Life Retreat is a chance for youth in grades 7-12 to come and encounter God in a beautiful camp setting.  
While in the midst of God's creation, youth will have the opportunity to attend worship sessions led by gifted speakers and musicians, 
participate in small groups, and play and fellowship with one another.  Leading worship sessions for the weekend will be Trey Skaggs, 
along with Eddie Willis and the Narrow Path Band.  For additional information, please contact Chap Fenwick at chap@camplakeste-
phens.com. 
 
Camp Lake Stephens, Overflow
Jan. 14-16, 2017
Traditionally taking place over New Year's, Overflow has become a Camp Lake Stephens constant for now over 30 years!  Now for the 
first time, Overflow will take place during the Martin Luther King., Jr. weekend. Youth in grades 7-12 either individually or with their youth 
groups are invited to attend. Leading our worship sessions for the weekend will be Russ Polsgrove, along with Matt King and Austin 
Black.  Additionally, we are excited to announce the return of Big Al to the Camp Lake Stephens stage. For additional information, 
please contact Chap Fenwick at chap@camplakestephens.com.

The Gathering Imagine Tour 2017
Feb. 24-26
The vision behind The Gathering is to create a high energy weekend conference for students to gather from all over the Mississippi 
to celebrate the Lord and Savior. Organizers are committed to create a weekend event that is first-class quality with the best worship 
teams and communicators. Go to http://www.mississippi-umc.org/thegathering for early bird registration and more.

UMC Events
Visit www.umc.org/news-and-media/looking-ahead-upcoming-events to see more educational opportunities and other upcoming 
events in the life of The United Methodist Church.  
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Have a recipe that is too good to keep to yourself? Share it with our Circuit Rider readers. Email your favorite recipes to 
news@mississippi-umc.org.

Pecan Chess Pie

Heat oven to 375 degrees. Mix together sugars and flour. Beat in thoroughly: 
eggs, milk, vanilla and butter. Fold in nuts. Pour into pastry-lined pan. Bake 40 
to 50 minutes. Serve slightly warm, plain or with whipped cream.                                   

 — By Virgina Balius from "Loaves and Fishes, A Collection of Favorites" from St. Paul UMC, Ocean Springs, Mississippi 

Methodist Tested Recipes

Pastry for 8' one-crust pie
1 c. brown sugar packed
½ c. granulated sugar
1 T. flour
2 eggs

2 T. milk
2 tsp. vanilla
½ c. melted butter
1 c. pecans

Stay Connected
• Facebook: www.facebook.com/pages/The-Mississippi-United-Methodist-Conference/436491529732524
• Twitter: https://twitter.com/Mississippi_UMC
• You Tube: www.youtube.com/channel/ UCSRtxv_Kix8IbYuHKRMLIjg
• Flickr: www.flickr.com/photos/119483421@N02/

Stay Connected with ConnecTText
Mississippi United Methodists with the ability to receive text messaging via phone are encouraged to sign up for ConnecTText. 
The service is another option for people to stay informed about important dates and other conference happenings.

To sign up for ConnecTText:
1. Remember, you must have the ability to get text messages on your phone. 
2. From your mobile phone, text the letters ‘MSUMC’ to the number 95577 and press send.
3. Wait a few seconds for a confirmation text and you’re connected!

Mississippi Conference’s Mobile App—MY MSUMC 
MY MSUMC—the Mississippi Conference of The United Methodist Church’s official mobile app—is available at no cost on all iPhone, 
Android, Galaxy and Blackberry phones and their corresponding pads and tablets. MY MSUMC allows easy access to the latest confer-
ence events, local UM news and The Circuit Rider. The MY MSUMC app presents users with a unique opportunity to interact with the 
conference by submitting prayer requests, recording audio of personal testimonies and posting comments via facebook and twitter. 
Plus, the ‘Our Districts’ feature shows a comprehensive list of district contact information and even directions from the user’s current 
location—all from a mobile smart phone or tablet device.

As a courtesy to the Mississippi Annual Conference, job announcements from across the United Methodist connection are featured in 
The Circuit Rider. To submit an employment notice, send an email to news@mississipppi-umc.org.  Postings are not guaranteed 
to appear more than once in Mississippi Conference publications. To read a description of job opening(s) listed below as well as 
other listings, go to www.mississippi-umc.org/employmentopportunities.

• Music/Choir Director at Broadmeadow UMC, Jackson, MS
• Part-time Choir Director at St. Paul UMC, Ocean Springs, MS
• Part-time Organist at St. Paul UMC Ocean Springs, MS
• Music/Choir Director at Nugent UMC Gulfport, MS
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