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The Mississippi Conference Four Core Values are love, generosity, justice and apprenticeship. 
For more information, visit www.mississippi-umc.org/thepowerofwe.
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 "What we lost can be replaced."

Our Values

T h e  P O W E R  o f  W e

Purpose:
 The Mississippi Annual 

Conference—empowered 
by love, generosity, justice 

and apprenticeship—forms 
spiritual leaders, faith 

communities and connections 
so more disciples of Jesus Christ 

transform the world.

Mission:
The mission of the Mississippi 
Annual Conference is to make 
disciples of Jesus Christ for the 
transformation of  the world.

2016 Special Edition  
of The Circuit Rider

is now available  
to view online! Go to:

http://bit.ly/28OxETHShare Your News in  
The Circuit Rider

Contact The Circuit Rider at 
news@mississippi-umc.org.
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United Methodist News Service

Stay up to date on news and perspectives from around the global 
church. Click here to subscribe to the Daily Digest today.

The cross and flame 
emblem outside of Cal-
vary United Methodist 
Church in New Albany, 
Mississippi was visible 
through a huge plume 
of smoke on the Fourth 
of July. Lightning struck 
the church and set it on 
fire. In the section Faith 
Communities on page 
4, the pastor points out 
the Glory Sighting in this 
tragedy.  Photo cour-
tesy, Calvary UMC and 
the New Albany Police 
Chief, Chris Robertson.       
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Luke 10:25-37 
New International Version (NIV)
The Parable of the Good Samaritan
25 On one occasion an expert in the law stood up to test Jesus. “Teacher,” he asked, “what must I do to inherit eternal life?”
26 “What is written in the Law?” he replied. “How do you read it?”
27 He answered, “‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength and with all your mind’[a]; and, 
‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’[b]”
28 “You have answered correctly,” Jesus replied. “Do this and you will live.”
29 But he wanted to justify himself, so he asked Jesus, “And who is my neighbor?”
30 In reply Jesus said: “A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, when he was attacked by robbers. They stripped him of his 
clothes, beat him and went away, leaving him half dead. 31 A priest happened to be going down the same road, and when he saw the man, 
he passed by on the other side. 32 So too, a Levite, when he came to the place and saw him, passed by on the other side. 33 But a Samari-
tan, as he traveled, came where the man was; and when he saw him, he took pity on him. 34 He went to him and bandaged his wounds, 
pouring on oil and wine. Then he put the man on his own donkey, brought him to an inn and took care of him. 35 The next day he took out two 
denarii[c] and gave them to the innkeeper. ‘Look after him,’ he said, ‘and when I return, I will reimburse you for any extra expense you may 
have.’
36 “Which of these three do you think was a neighbor to the man who fell into the hands of robbers?”
37 The expert in the law replied, “The one who had mercy on him.”
Jesus told him, “Go and do likewise.”

word POWER

Bishop Swanson is on renewal leave  
until August 10, 2016.

July 18 Deadline for Early Response Team Training
The Seashore District is hosting Early Response Team (ERT) training on Saturday, July 23, 2016 from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. at Camp Faith in 
Saucier, Mississippi. Training equips one to fulfill the mission of providing a caring Christian presence in the aftermath of a disaster. ERT's 
provide emergency repairs and/or assistance to help people be safe, sanitary and secure until insurance and other help are available. Reg-
ister before the July 18 deadline at https://www.eventbrite.com/e/early-response-team-training-at-camp-faith-tickets-26448051835. 
The link will also take you to more information about the serving on an ERT. The cost for training is $40. Lunch is included. Camp Faith is 
located at 22378 Turan Road.  

Meet the New Conference Lay Leader           
Photo right: As a child, LaToya Redd Thompson was a member of Greer Chapel UMC in Flowood, Missis-
sippi.

LaToya Redd Thompson, of Richland, Mississippi, is the new Mississippi Conference lay leader. She was 
elected to the position during the 2016 annual conference session in June.

Thompson, a life-long United Methodist, is committed to her new responsibilities.

"I am so proud to live out my membership in the body of Christ as a United Methodist and am immensely 
grateful to have new opportunities to love, learn and lead as conference lay leader," she said.

Thompson served as the East Jackson District lay leader from 2008 - 2016. Since 2010, she has been fea-
tured in a segment called Your Ministry Matters on The Hour, a weekly inspirational television broadcast. The 
segment encourages lay people to be purposeful and proactive ministers.

Connecting
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She is also a board member of the Jackson area Christian Legal Society and a member of the board of directors of the United Methodist 
General Council on Finance and Administration.

She earned a bachelor's degree in psychology and political science from Johns Hopkins University in Baltimore, Maryland and a juris doctor-
ate with honors from the University of Mississippi Law School.

She and her husband Rev. Marcus Thompson have three children – Kaelyn, Jessica, and Marcus, Jr.   They are members of Christ United 
Methodist Church in Jackson, Mississippi. Thompson's second church home is White Oak United Methodist Church in Crystal Springs where 
her husband pastors.

Thompson succeeds Timothy Crisler, who served as conference lay leader for the past eight years. 
 

Watch Live Streaming of the 2016 SEJ                 
Live streaming of all sessions of the 2016 Southeastern Jurisdiction (SEJ) Conference in Lake Junaluska, North 
Carolina will be available. The conference opens Wednesday, July 13 at 9 a.m. and will conclude on Friday, July 
15. The theme for the 2016 conference is Hope and Unity in Christ, based on Hebrews 6:18-19a.

The SEJ contains 15 annual conferences: Alabama / West Florida, Florida,Holston, Kentucky, Memphis, Missis-
sippi, North Alabama, North Carolina,  North Georgia, Red Bird Missionary, South Carolina, South Georgia, Tennes-
see, Virginia, and Western North Carolina.

Every four years the jurisdictional conference meets to elect new bishops and select members of general boards 
and agencies.

Watch live streaming here: http://www.lakejunaluska.com/plan_an_event/meeting_services/streaming/. 
Names of the 2016 Mississippi delegation to the SEJ Conference can be found here: http://www.mississippi-
umc.org/files/fileshare/2016+delegation.pdf. To access the SEJ website, go to http://www.sejumc.org/templates/System/details.asp.

Celebrating Mission Grants  
Bonus Nourishment via Meals on Wheels
By Jessica Love, Mississippi Conference Intern

Photo right: This woman received meals from the Saltillo First UMC meals on wheels program because 
she is not able to cook safely.

"My mother has been a widow since December, 2009. After the loss of her husband, her health began to 
decline and she became less and less able to solely provide for herself....It was at this time that the 'Meals on 
Wheels' program became such a blessing to my mother and gave our family the reassurance we needed that 
mother would be provided with a healthy, nutritious meal on a regular basis."

This is one of many statements that tell the story of the Meals on Wheels program at Saltillo United Methodist 
Church, located in Lee County, Mississippi.

The outreach program began on January 2, 2012 as part of the church's Five Practices of a Fruitful Congre-
gation initiative. It has since flourished into a ministry of its own turning one story after the other. The purpose of the mission is to deliver hot, 
nutritious meals to disabled and elderly patrons three to five days per week. According to a report submitted to the Mississippi Annual Confer-
ence, most clients have either no family or family is too distant to care for them; and without the service, some would go without food.

Initially, the program could only prepare meals for seven recipients three times per week. The benevolent support of a mission grant made 
possible by the Mississippi Conference Office of Connectional Ministries, has enabled the program to deliver a total of 4,220 meals as of Sep-
tember 10, 2014. In addition, the church distributes a second meal route to those on a waiting list.

But the story does not stop there; Saltillo UMC is delivering so much more than "meals on wheels," they are carrying the love of Christ into 
homes as well.

"Mother certainly enjoys the meals, but maybe even more so, the time and attention the volunteers give to her. They not only meet her physi-
cal needs, but provide a spiritual blessing as well... The program has truly been a blessing to mother and the family."

These volunteers offer kind words and a smile and often reach out to offer transportation, reading materials, and simply time.

Carol L. Crump, mission chair at Saltillo UMC, expressed that another component of the ministry is to help recipients remain in their homes 
while providing them balanced meals with a nourishment bonus. "We are showing them God's love by being the hands and feet of Jesus," 
she stated.

About Mission Grants
The Mississippi Conference Connectional Ministries Mission Grants are matching grants available to United Methodist churches and United 
Methodist sponsored or related agencies in Mississippi. Grants range from $500 to $2,500 per project, with one award of up to $10,000. They 
are awarded to form spiritual leaders, new places for new people, connections through existing congregations and engagement in ministry 
with the poor; therefore, living out the four Core Values of The POWER of We. 
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Faith Communities

Pastor Sees Glory Sighting in Misfortune               
By Tamica Smith Jeuitt, Mississippi Conference Communications Specialist

Photo right: This Sunday school annex of the Calvary UMC in New Albany, Mississippi, was heavily 
impacted by a recent fire caused by lightning. According to the pastor, it could take months  to make 
repairs.       

The Rev. Ricky Bishop of Calvary United Methodist Church is sharing pictures of the damage to the 
church after lighting struck it twice on the Fourth of July and started a fire. The church is more than 70 
years old and is located in New Albany, Mississippi on Highway 15 North. According to Bishop, some-

one witnessed the first strike and called 9-1-1 around 7 p.m. The 
second strike happened while firefighters were on the scene. The 
Sunday school annex sustained considerable fire and water dam-
age, involving eight rooms. The sanctuary and fellowship hall are 
fine. Despite the tragedy, the pastor identified it as a Glory Sighting.

"I see God in the fact that no one was hurt. What we lost can be 
replaced," said Bishop.

The Wednesday evening service following the fire was cancelled but the congregation will gather 
for worship on Sunday in the fellowship hall. Once the odor of smoke is gone, they will return to the 
sanctuary. Bishop stated he was grateful for the neighboring churches that offered them assistance. 
He also praised the the person who reported the fire and the quick response of the New Albany Fire 
Department.

"We are told a few minutes more and the entire complex would have been a total loss...God is good," he added. Dozens of notices 
encouraging prayer for Bishop and his congregation have been posted on facebook.

Reflecting On Missions: Senatobia District                 
Photo right: One week before their missions trip to El Salvador, twins Abbey and 
Alden Climer and Karla Lance packed supplies to take with them.   

The mission team from the Senatobia District is back in Mississippi after one week 
of service to people living in El Salvador.  The team's theme Bible verse was Co-
lossians 3:17.  It states:

"And whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the name of Jesus, giv-
ing thanks to God the Father through Him."

According to written testimonials posted on the Senatobia District website, team 
members lived out the theme.  Some statements are about their experiences at 
Bible study, food distributions and encounters with small children who returned 
loving hugs. Another person wrote about seeing the joy of the Lord in the faces of 
those who received their help.

The trip was a first-time experience for twins Alden and Abbey Climer.  They were blessed to make the journey thanks to members of 
their church and the Senatobia First UMC United Methodist Women, who sponsored their expenses. 

"How great is our God that He blesses us with exactly what we need," said Alden.

Visit http://senumc.net/ to see pictures and read reflections from the sisters and other mission team members.

St. Mary's UMC Revival
July 18-20, 2016
Revival days begin on July 18 - 20 at St. Mary's UMC. The church is located at 3009 Harmony Road in Crystal Springs, Mississippi. The 
Rev. Noah Moore, the pastor of St. Mary's, will be the speaker at each night's service beginning at 7:15.

Women's Day Celebration at Samuel Chapel UMC
July 24, 2016
The United Methodist Women of Samuel Chapel UMC located at 208 Medgar Evers Blvd., Itta Bena, Mississippi, will have their annual 
Women's Day celebration on Sunday, July 24, 2016, at 3 p.m. The guest speaker is LaToya Redd Thompson, the new Mississippi Con-

Save the Date  |  Announcements
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ference lay leader. The colors of the day are lavender and white. For more information, call 662-254-9870, or email to  samuelchapel@
att.net.

3-L Academy
Aug. 15-16, 2016
Sponsored by the Mississippi Conference Board of Pension, the academy will provide an opportunity to explore clergy benefits, finan-
cial planning, stewardship education and connectionalism as the clergy participants lead the denomination in Mississippi and to accom-
plish the mission of The United Methodist Church. For more information, go to http://www.mississippi-umc.org/3lacademy. 

2016 Local Church Administry Training
Oct. 8 | Nov. 12 | Dec. 3
The financial leadership training provides counsel and guidance to strengthen the administrative and financial abilities of the local 
church treasurer, financial secretary, finance committee members and church business administrators. Successful completion of the 
training session and assignments will result in a Mississippi Conference recognized church "administer." To view the Local Church  Ad-
ministry Training brochure here: http://bit.ly/28PT1XK. To register for upcoming sessions, go to http://bit.ly/28T7OBx.

The Gathering Tour
Sept. | Oct. | Nov.
Coming this fall, The Gathering Student Conference is on the road, bringing some of the amazing artist that youth will see at The Gath-
ering 2017. Attendance to The Gathering Imagine Tour is free. While registration for this event is requested for planning, we welcome 
additional guests. Register here: http://www.mississippi-umc.org/thegatheringimagetour. Make plans to attend where The Gather-
ing Imagine Tour stops in your region! Featuring: Big Al, Lo and DJ Blaha. 

2016 SMI Conferences
Sept 30 - Oct. 1
The Student Ministry Initiative (SMI) movement was developed to equip children, youth and family ministries to embrace a long-
standing impactful plan for ministry in their local church. The Mississippi Conference welcomes Mark Devries, founder and president 
of Ministry Architects, along with the rest of his ministry team to the 2016 SMI Conference at Galloway Memorial UMC in Jackson. For 
more details, visit http://www.mississippi-umc.org/smiconference.

The Gathering Imagine Tour 2017
Feb. 24-26
The vision behind The Gathering is to create a high energy weekend conference for students to gather from all over the Mississippi 
to celebrate the Lord and Savior. Organizers are committed to create a weekend event that is first-class quality with the best worship 
teams and communicators. Go to http://www.mississippi-umc.org/thegathering for early bird registration and more.

UMC Events
Visit www.umc.org/news-and-media/looking-ahead-upcoming-events to see more educational opportunities and other upcoming 
events in the life of The United Methodist Church.  

Cold Rice Salad

       

Cook Rice-A-Roni per package instructions and let cool. Drain artichokes and  
reserve liquid. Combine chopped vegetables with Rice-A-Roni. Sprinkle Curry  
over mixture. Combine mayonnaise and artichoke liquid. Pour over mixture and  
combine thoroughly. Chill and serve.                                   
 — By Helen Bayne, from "Loaves and Fishes, A Collection of Favorites" from St. Paul UMC, Ocean Springs, Mississippi

Methodist Tested Recipes

1 box chicken flavor Rice-A-Roni
12 sliced olives
2 green onions
1 (6 oz.) jar marinated artichokes

1 bell pepper (optional)
¼ to ½ c. mayonnaise
Curry powder
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Stay Connected
• Facebook: www.facebook.com/pages/The-Mississippi-United-Methodist-Conference/436491529732524
• Twitter: https://twitter.com/Mississippi_UMC
• You Tube: www.youtube.com/channel/ UCSRtxv_Kix8IbYuHKRMLIjg
• Flickr: www.flickr.com/photos/119483421@N02/

Stay Connected with ConnecTText
Mississippi United Methodists with the ability to receive text messaging via phone are encouraged to sign up for ConnecTText. 
The service is another option for people to stay informed about important dates and other conference happenings.

To sign up for ConnecTText:
1. Remember, you must have the ability to get text messages on your phone. 
2. From your mobile phone, text the letters ‘MSUMC’ to the number 95577 and press send.
3. Wait a few seconds for a confirmation text and you’re connected!

Mississippi Conference’s Mobile App—MY MSUMC 
MY MSUMC—the Mississippi Conference of The United Methodist Church’s official mobile app—is available at no cost on all iPhone, 
Android, Galaxy and Blackberry phones and their corresponding pads and tablets. MY MSUMC allows easy access to the latest confer-
ence events, local UM news and The Circuit Rider. The MY MSUMC app presents users with a unique opportunity to interact with the 
conference by submitting prayer requests, recording audio of personal testimonies and posting comments via facebook and twitter. 
Plus, the ‘Our Districts’ feature shows a comprehensive list of district contact information and even directions from the user’s current 
location—all from a mobile smart phone or tablet device.

As a courtesy to the Mississippi Annual Conference, job announcements from across the United Methodist connection are featured in 
The Circuit Rider. To submit an employment notice, send an email to news@mississipppi-umc.org.  Postings are not guaranteed 
to appear more than once in Mississippi Conference publications. To read a description of job opening(s) listed below as well as 
other listings, go to www.mississippi-umc.org/employmentopportunities.

• Full/part-time After School Coordinator at Bethlehem Center, Jackson, MS
• Chancel Choir Director at Waynesboro First UMC, Waynesboro, MS
• Interim Director of Children's Ministries at Collierville UMC 
• Mississippi Gleaning Assistant - Part Time Society of St. Andrew in Jackson, MS

Employment 


