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Learn how The POWER of We fuels our beliefs.  

A collection of stories that model each of The Mississippi Conference Core Values (tabs shown at 
left); love, generosity, justice and apprenticeship can be found at the links listed below.

LOVE:  Visit www.mississippi-umc.org/love

GENEROSITY: Visit www.mississippi-umc.org/generosity

JUSTICE: Visit www.mississippi-umc.org/justice

APPRENTICESHIP: Visit www.mississippi-umc.org/apprenticeship
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A Mississippi 
Conference faith 
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together to help a 
family. See story 
on page 5 to read 
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 The Mississippi Annual 

Conference—empowered 
by love, generosity, justice 

and apprenticeship—forms 
spiritual leaders, faith 
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so more disciples of Jesus 

Christ transform the world.

Mission:
The mission of the Mississippi 
Annual Conference is to make 
disciples of Jesus Christ for the 
transformation of  the world.
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John 6:1-21
New International Version (NIV)
Jesus Feeds the Five Thousand
6 Some time after this, Jesus crossed to the far shore of the Sea of Galilee (that is, the Sea of Tiberias), 2 and a great crowd of people 
followed him because they saw the signs he had performed by healing the sick. 3 Then Jesus went up on a mountainside and sat down 
with his disciples. 4 The Jewish Passover Festival was near.

5 When Jesus looked up and saw a great crowd coming toward him, he said to Philip, “Where shall we buy bread for these people to 
eat?” 6 He asked this only to test him, for he already had in mind what he was going to do.

7 Philip answered him, “It would take more than half a year’s wages[a] to buy enough bread for each one to have a bite!”

8 Another of his disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, spoke up, 9 “Here is a boy with five small barley loaves and two small fish, 
but how far will they go among so many?”

10 Jesus said, “Have the people sit down.” There was plenty of grass in that place, and they sat down (about five thousand men were 
there). 11 Jesus then took the loaves, gave thanks, and distributed to those who were seated as much as they wanted. He did the same 
with the fish.

12 When they had all had enough to eat, he said to his disciples, “Gather the pieces that are left over. Let nothing be wasted.” 13 So 
they gathered them and filled twelve baskets with the pieces of the five barley loaves left over by those who had eaten.

14 After the people saw the sign Jesus performed, they began to say, “Surely this is the Prophet who is to come into the world.” 15 
Jesus, knowing that they intended to come and make him king by force, withdrew again to a mountain by himself.

Jesus Walks on the Water
16 When evening came, his disciples went down to the lake, 17 where they got into a boat and set off across the lake for Capernaum. 
By now it was dark, and Jesus had not yet joined them. 18 A strong wind was blowing and the waters grew rough. 19 When they had 
rowed about three or four miles,[b] they saw Jesus approaching the boat, walking on the water; and they were frightened. 20 But he 
said to them, “It is I; don’t be afraid.” 21 Then they were willing to take him into the boat, and immediately the boat reached the shore 
where they were heading.

word POWER

Bishop’s Journal
Bishop On the Move
Mark your calendar to attend events where Bishop James E. Swanson Sr. will be visiting in the upcoming days. 

Aug. 18 (Tuesday)
Bishop Swanson will be leading the 11:30 a.m. worship service during the 3 “L” Academy. This will take place 
at the Hilton Hotel on County Line Road in Jackson, MS.

Aug. 30- Sept. 1 (Sunday - Tuesday)
Bishop Swanson will be leading the Daniel Fon Smith, preaching and teaching series at First UMC Baldwyn. 
The church is located at 312 West Main Street in Baldwyn, MS. An endowment honoring Smith was estab-
lished for the purpose of bringing distinguished Christian leaders and speakers to the church and community 
for the purpose of spiritual enrichment. Clergy will receive one CEU credit for attending.   
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20 Faith Communities by 2020      
By Tamica Smith-Jeuitt, Senior Communications Specialist, Mississippi Conference

Photo right: The Rev. Timothy Thompson examines a power point as he discusses 
clergy and laity collaboration for church planting and revitalization. Photo by Tamica 
Smith Jeuitt.   

In his ministry, the Rev. Timothy Thompson often refers to lighthearted sayings from 
the woman he affectionately calls, Mama Lily.

“My great-grandmother, Mama Lily, would say, ‘A person needs to be healthy, so 
they don’t have ugly babies.’ Therefore, churches need to be healthy, so they can 
produce strong healthy faith communities, with good DNA,” Thompson humorously 
stated. He serves as assistant to the bishop and director of faith community forma-
tion for the Mississippi Annual Conference. During the 2015 annual conference 
session, he led a joint presentation revealing a conference-wide focus on creating 
20 faith communities (five churches per year) by the year 2020 and church revital-
ization.  

“It is not a campaign. It’s not a program. It is living out the New Testament mandate and that is to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the 
transformation of the world. We believe the most effective way to do that is by starting new faith communities and strengthening existing 
churches,” explained Thompson.

He stressed that faith communities do not necessarily refer to structures, but instead a bottom-line purpose. That is building the king-
dom of God.  

“That means the new faith communities will take different forms. We may help existing congregations to birth churches out of them-
selves. There may be new worship services that may have grown to the extent that they want to branch out and start a new faith com-
munity. Some churches may want to act as new missionaries and send 20 to 30 people across town or to another city to plant a new 
congregation,” explained Thompson.

A major factor in starting a new faith community are the leaders, also called church planters, according to Thompson. He and his team 
have already identified five planters. Based on that number, the assessment process and the Day of Discernment events, they were 
able to set the goal of 20 new faith communities by 2020.  

“Once we target church planters and they go through the assessment process, then we know how many pools of church planters we 
have. That gives us an indicator of how many churches we can plant.”

The names of the church planters will be shared later. Regarding the assessment process conducted on them, Thompson said resourc-
es from PATH 1, an agency of The United Methodist Church Discipleship Ministries, were used. He’s also working with the Mississippi 
Conference office of spiritual leadership.  

“The assessment process tells us about their gifts, their strengths, their graces, and their attitude towards church planting. Is this some-
thing they are gifted to do?” said Thompson. (An explanation of the Path 1 process can be found online at http://bit.ly/1VsMRfE)  

His message at the annual conference session came after the release of economist Don House’s report on The United Methodist 
Church. House said the church was in crisis and a continuing decline in worship attendance would lead to the collapse of the denomi-
nation. He warned that the church had 15 years to reverse the decline if it is to have a sustainable future. The new structure of the Mis-
sissippi Conference adopted at the 2014 session, aligns with some of House’s suggestions for a turnaround. That includes forming faith 
communities and church revitalization.

Thompson added that it costs about $400,000 to start a new faith community and $550,000 to revitalize an existing faith community 
(with a three to five year commitment from that community).    

“If God gives us enough bricks and enough days, we’re going to build His Kingdom,” said Thompson who believes the Mississippi Con-
ference and The United Methodist Church will deliver healthy results.

Thompson’s home church is New Zion UMC located in Crystal Springs, Mississippi where his Mama Lily was a life-long member. She 
passed away just before he accepted his call to preach in the early 1980s.

Sensing the call for church planting and church revitalization?  
Roughly 80 attendees of the 2015 Session of the Mississippi Annual Conference responded via text message that they had a desire 
for planting and revitalizing churches within the conference. Now, the faith community formation committee is counting on seeing these 
people and others exploring the call  at a one day event, in a rare venue for church – a bar,  Hal and Mal’s, located in downtown Jack-
son, Mississippi.

Connecting
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The concept – meeting people where they are – was the reason for choosing this meeting space.

Mississippi Conference clergy and lay will gather at Hal and Mal’s to learn about leadership gifts for revi-
talization, church planting strategies and models of revitalization on Thursday, August 20, 2015, at 10 a.m. 
and 3 p.m.

The Rev. William Chaney, representing Path 1 for the Southeastern Jurisdiction and his wife Michelle a 
revitalization strategist, will lead the discussions.

For more information about the day of discovery and discernment, people can text their name and email 
address to 662-368-2252.  

Hal and Mal’s, popular for its weekly live-concerts and restaurant, is located at 200 Commerce Street. 

Conference Elders to Receive Methodist Le Bonheur Living Awards      
The Rev. Drs. Elvernice “Sonny” and Cynthia Davis, photo right, will be honored for their outstanding 
work in the realm of faith and health by Methodist Le Bonheur Healthcare (MLH) during the annual Living 
Awards benefit.

Sonny Davis is an elder of the Mississippi Conference and the former senior vice president of faith and 
health division at MLH. His wife Cynthia is an elder in the Memphis Conference and the current district 
superintendent of Metro McKendree District.  

The Living Awards are presented this year in recognition of those individuals or organizations who have 
distinguished themselves by leadership and commitment to the faith and health mission of Methodist Le 
Bonheur Healthcare. The 2015 Living Awards celebration will be Aug. 13, at Peabody Hotel in Memphis, 
Tennessee. To purchase a ticket, go to http://tinyurl.com/nmpgj3l. RSVP by Aug. 7, 2015.

Conference Welcomes New Staff Member 
Shelia Owens, photo right, recently joined the Mississippi Conference staff as the conference benefits officer. She is 
responsible for day-to-day administration of the conference health insurance and clergy pension benefit billing. Prior to 
joining the team, Owens was the assistant conference benefits officer for 10 years with the Memphis Annual Confer-
ence. Before then, she was a plan sponsor manager at the General Board of Pension for The United Methodist Church 
for almost four years.    

Celebrating Mission Grants
Central United Methodist Church Adopt-A-School
Photo right: Two excited students from Brown Elementary School select their eye glass frames, 
which was a gift to them from the congregation of Central United Methodist Church.

The latest witness report celebrating the Mississippi Conference Mission Grants was written by Vir-
ginia Sue Wilson, a member of Central United Methodist Church, located in Jackson, Mississippi. 
The grants are possible thanks to local United Methodist churches that pay their mission shares. 
Central received an award for $1,000 from the conference. 

Being the recipient of the Missions Grant has allowed Central United Methodist Church to help 
Brown Elementary School meet some of Brown’s most basic needs.  After speaking with the coun-
selor and teachers, it was determined that there were students who were having some difficulties 
in classes because they needed glasses. Six students were identified by the counselor.  One stu-
dent in the fifth grade was wearing the glasses that she had received in the first grade.  Their eyes 
were examined by Dr. Dewey Handy, an optometrist and a member of Central. The children were 
able to choose their glasses and enjoyed the experience.   After visiting with Handy, one student 
was identified as having a problem with her eyes that could result in her losing her sight. Her par-
ent was contacted, and she is currently receiving treatment.  All students were excited on the day that their glasses were delivered. One 
young lady put on her glasses and said, “I can see the words on that bulletin board.”  All of the students who received glasses were 
extremely happy. 

The Mississippi Conference Connectional Ministries Mission Grants are a matching grant available to United Methodist churches and 
United Methodist sponsored or related agencies in Mississippi. Grants range from $500 to $2,500 per project, with one award of up 
to $10,000. They are awarded to form spiritual leaders, new places for new people, connections through existing congregations and 
engagement in ministry with the poor; therefore, living out the four Core Values of The POWER of We.

The POWER of We funded in part by your apportioned mission shares.
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Faith Communities

Wesley UMC Celebrates Baptisms 
Five children were recently baptized at Wesley United Methodist Church in Greenwood, Mis-
sissippi. Most of these children participated in the Snowden Jones Apartment Mission Project, 
which was funded through the Mississippi Conference Missions Grant. After the project ended, 
these participants continued to attend the activities that were held at the church. This includes 
Sunday school, worship services, and the choir. They were nurtured by the pastor, superinten-
dent of Sunday school and the coordinators of the children and youth ministries.    
 

Lucedale UMC Building for a Family
Photo right: Members of Lucedale First UMC assist with a Habitat for Humanity 
home build. Several other photos from the build can be viewed on the Lucedale First 
UMC facebook page.  

Members of Lucedale United Methodist Church in Lucedale, Mississippi, are busy 
constructing a home for a couple and their four children through the Habitat for 
Humanity program.  DeWanda Platt, a volunteer coordinator for the church’s food 
pantry, said they had been ministering to the family since their first visit for food more 
than a year ago. “They were not looking for a handout. They were always so ap-
preciative,” said Platt. The family is currently living in a two bedroom trailer home and 
at one time lived in their vehicle. Multiple health issues and a home fire caused the 
family’s hardships. Platt said the church felt they were called to help and prayed. That’s when they had the idea of a Habitat for Human-
ity home.   So far, $22,000 was raised to start the construction. Platt estimates the total to complete the home will be around $70,000.  
The church is planning additional fund raisers to cover the cost.   Anyone who wants to donate money or their time towards the build 
can call, Lucedale First UMC at 601-294-7813.

General Conference Video: Portland Venue Tour      
United Methodist News Service (UMNS)

More than 860 delegates from 130 conferences will participate in The United Methodist Church’s top legislative assembly in May 2016. 
As United Methodists anticipate the global church gathering, here is a behind-the-scenes trip around the site. Go to http://tinyurl.com/
qdtmlnr to watch the video. For the names of the Mississippi Conference 2016 delegation, visit http://tinyurl.com/q7kbce7. 

A Methodist Reading of ‘Go Set a Watchman’       
United Methodist News Service (UMNS)

Photo right: Harper Lee’s second published Novel, just out was written before her first beloved “To Kill a Mocking-
bird.” Dustjacket image from HarperCollins

Retired United Methodist Bishop Will Willimon offers a review of Harper Lee’s “Go Set a Watchman,” with attention 
to its Methodist references. Willimon, himself a novelist, finds that “Go Set a Watchman” confirms the “artistic genius” 
Lee showed with “To Kill a Mockingbird” and offers an accurate, unflinching portrayal of small-town Southern racism 
in the 1950s. Visit http://tinyurl.com/q9bwe5x to read more.

Commentary: 3 Myths about Young Clergy      
United Methodist News Service (UMNS)

As a United Methodist pastor under 35, the Rev. Drew McIntyre says he often encounters misinformation about himself and fellow 
young clergy. In a blog post for the United Methodist Publishing House’s Ministry Matters, McIntyre tackles the three biggest miscon-
ceptions he has encountered. Visit http://tinyurl.com/qc29ex2 to read.   

UMCMarket.org Gets Upgrade      
United Methodist News Service (UMNS)

The General Council on Finance and Administration, the denomination’s finance agency, has relaunched the online shopping portal 
UMCMarket, using more advanced technology and faster delivery of donations. The site allows online shoppers to donate a percentage 
of what they spend back to their church or to the United Methodist ministry of their choice. Go to http://tinyurl.com/oal7z7a to read 
more details about the upgrade, or visit www.UMCMarket.org to shop now.     
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Students

Video from 2015 CONVO Released 
Photo right: The Rev. Sapada Thomas captured this selfie photo with his young audi-
ence in the background. Thomas is an elder in the Mississippi Conference and was the 
guest speaker for CONVO 2015. 

CONVO 2015 has come and gone.  Approximately 250 youth from United Methodist 
congregations across Mississippi met for the weekend retreat on the beach. It was held 
at Seashore Assembly in Biloxi, Mississippi, July 10-12. A video highlighting the thrill 
of CONVO is now available to view. Everything from registration to the last night of 
worship service on the beach can be seen. CONVO has been an annual event of the 
Mississippi Conference for the last three decades. Visit http://tinyurl.com/o3fry8j to 
watch the video.
 

Pink Hair and Other Tips for Healthy Youth Ministries 
United Methodist News Service (UMNS)   

Photo left: Rev. Charley Watts of the Florida Conference promised to dye his hair pink if kids brought 20 new-
comers to youth program. It worked. Photo courtesy UMNS/First UMC Moore Haven. 

For David Stump in Cocoa Beach, the secret is mission trips. For the Rev. Charley Watts in Moore Haven, it’s a 
pink coiffure – sported from the Sunday morning lectern. At a time when many U.S. churches struggle to attract 
young people, these youth ministry leaders in the Florida Conference share how they are drawing in new gen-
erations. Raymond Joseph reports for the Florida Conference. Visit http://tinyurl.com/nc766ml for the story.

Moore Joins Higher Education and Ministry’s Collegiate Ministries Team
The Rev. Dr. Timothy Moore, photo right, will join the General Board of Higher Education and Ministry (GBHEM) 
on August 3, 2015, as director of Collegiate Ministry Resources and Training in the Division of Higher Educa-
tion.

“We are excited about the skills, experience and energy that Tim brings to our work. His experience in Wesley 
Foundations and college chaplaincy will add significant value toward our goal of becoming the premier leader-
ship resource for collegiate ministry in the United Methodist connection. We look forward to having him join our 
team,” said the Rev. Dr. Matthew Charlton, assistant general secretary of Collegiate Ministries at GBHEM.

As director, Moore will coordinate the development of resources for collegiate ministries and oversee the devel-
opment of training and continuing education events. He also will connect with and support global work with collegiate ministry programs 

Administry

Student Loan Worries
Rev. Mike Hicks, Executive Director, Mississippi United Methodist Foundation

Folks, we need to do a better job helping our college students discern their financial needs related to college. I truly 
do not think that many of the students signing the dotted line for student loans really understand what they are doing. 
It is not easy or free money. The bill must be paid.

MSN Money tells the story of Naomia Davis. The 80 year old was diagnosed with Alzheimer’s more than 10 years 
ago. She took out a loan in the 80s to attend cosmetology school. Every month $140 of her $822 Social Security is 
garnished by the government for her student loan debt.

In 2013, the government garnished about $150 million in Social Security benefits for the payment of student debt. When a borrower is 
delinquent on a student loan for at least 425 days, the Department of Education may initiate an administrative offset. This means they 
work through the Treasury Department to withhold a borrower’s tax refund or Social Security benefits.

We need our students to understand that federal student loan debt does not go away at any age. But, I believe we need to do more to 
help our students finance their education. Does your church provide a scholarship for college students? Have you created an endow-
ment fund to assist with education expenses?

We can help you do just that. Give us a call at 601-948-8845 or 1-800-496-0975.
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“Way Back When” 

?
Can you name this Mississippi 

Conference clergy person?  
He was five years old when this 

photo was taken.  

The answer can be found  
on page 10!

Save the Date  |  Announcements

Felder’s Camp Meeting -- Still Time to Attend!
July 17- 26, 2015  
Felder’s Camp meeting is underway! The Felder’s Camp meeting is in its 173rd year and is located east of Summit, Mississippi, by 
Felder’s UMC.  All are invited to worship daily at 10:30 a.m. and each evening at 7:30. However, there will be no morning worship on 
Saturday, July 25. The Rev. Steve Casteel of Clinton First UMC will be preaching July 17-21.  The Rev. Fred Wideman of Broadmoore 
UMC in Baton Rouge, Louisiana will be preaching July 21-26.  For directions and more information, go to http://felderscampmeeting.
com/.  
 
Health Education Center 2nd Year Anniversary
July 25-26, 2015  
The John Wesley UMC, Health Education Center (HEC) will hold events over two days in celebration of its 2nd anniversary. The HEC is 
located in Durant, Mississippi. Visit http://tinyurl.com/oxdqe8c for more details.
 
Apply for Cooper Fund Scholarship -- Deadline July 31, 2015  
The Higher Education and Campus Ministry Committee is accepting applications for the 2015 Cooper Fund Scholarship. The Cooper 
Fund annually provides two grants of $1,000 each to students who are juniors or seniors in an accredited college or university and two 
grants of $1,000 each to students in an accredited seminary.  The application must be postmarked no later than July 31.  Visit http://
tinyurl.com/p6xwu5v to download the application.
 
July 31 Application Deadline for Ethnic In-Service Training Grants Approaching
The General Board of Higher Education and Ministry (GBHEM) is accepting grant applications to fund programs that recruit, train and 
retain racial-ethnic United Methodists for leadership positions until July 31, 2015. Eight to 10 Ethnic In-Service Training grants are 
approved each year for programs that develop racial-ethnic leadership of The United Methodist Church (UMC) and its ministries. Visit 
http://tinyurl.com/prjpbbb for more information and to apply.
 
62nd Annual Church Business Administrators Conference 
Aug. 2-5, 2015 
This gathering that will take place at beautiful Lake Junaluska, North Carolina will discuss Human Resources Staffing for Church 
Growth. Dr. Raleigh F. (Sandy) Seay, Jr., President of Seay Management Consultants of Orlando, Florida is the keynote speaker.  Mis-
sissippi Conference’s Rev. Dr. Connie Mitchell Shelton, East Jackson District superintendent will serve as the worship leader.  Down-
load brochure at http://tinyurl.com/q9vsxs7 for more details. 
 
Canton UMC Host Site for The School of Congregational Development Satellite Broadcasts
Aug. 14-15, 2015  
This year, the School of Congregational Development (SCD) will host two new satellite broadcasts during its upcoming SCD 2015 
“Crossroads” event in Indianapolis, Indiana,  August 14-15, 2015. The conference, hosted by the Indiana Annual Conference, will offer 
participants live broadcasts in Spanish and English.

around the world while giving attention to emerging trends in higher education that impact collegiate ministry.

Go to http://tinyurl.com/o4d3ctc to read more.
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Canton United Methodist Church in Canton, Mississippi will be a host site to watch the broadcast. Those who want to attend must 
register payment online at www.scdsatellites.org/. In addition, attendees can pay $10 for a meal that will be provided by Canton UMC. 
Payment for meals will be collected at the church.  

Visit www.scdsatellites.org/ for additional details about The School of Congregational Development Satellite Broadcasts.
 
First Aid/ CPR Class for Youth Babysitters (Senatobia District)
Aug. 15, 2015
Youth grades six through 12 are invited to participate in this first aid and CPR class. The cost is $10. Visit http://tinyurl.com/q6vlv2c to 
register. For more information, contact Cheryl Denley, 662-562-5865 or Neil Treadway at 662-292-3252. The training will be at Indepen-
dence United Methodist Church in Coldwater, Mississippi.     

3 “L” Academy
August 17-18, 2015
The Mississippi Conference Board of Pension is pleased to present a two-day educational session. This event is designed to assist 
clergy in modeling and teaching the United Methodist commitment to fully utilizing their time, talents, gifts, service and witness. Facilita-
tors will present programs that are relevant to two specific groups of participants. Each participant will find the track that best meets the 
needs of their own ministry. Visit www.mississippi-umc.org/eventdetail/1433513 for more details and to register.   
 
Forming Faith Communities: A Day of Discovery and Discernment 
August 20, 2015
This is a one-day event designed to explore the calling to church planting or revitalization. Whether you are clergy or a lay person, 
you will learn about leadership gifts for revitalization, church planting strategies, models of revitalization and stories of pastors who are 
engaged in the ministry now. When we clearly understand the markers of a healthy church as a team, lay people and clergy can explore 
the possibilities of reaching new people and making disciples for the transformation of the world.  Visit www.mississippi-umc.org/
eventdetail/1498241 for more information.   

Calling Volunteers From Hurricane Katrina
Aug. 22-23, 2015
The congregation at St. Paul UMC in Ocean Springs, Mississippi is planning to commemorate the 10th anniversary of Hurricane 
Katrina. Thousands of volunteers responded to help communities on the Mississippi Gulf Coast recover after being devastated by the 
August 23, 2005 storm. St. Paul is inviting those volunteers, especially the United Methodist workers, to attend their event – 10 Years 
Later. Go to http://tinyurl.com/prpru9z for more information. 
 
SEJ Local Church Communicators Conference at Lake Junaluska
Sept. 15-17, 2015
Lake Junaluska, North Carolina, will be hosting a local church communicators conference aimed at helping local church and district 
communicators. They will be trained and learn about resources to help them connect their church to the community, their districts and 
the conference. This conference will feature workshops, fellowship and more to help local communicators understand key issues and 
gain new skills to enable them to do more for the Lord in their communication ministry. The cost is $200 and includes lodging and 
meals. Go to http://tinyurl.com/o29zbcl for more information.     
 
SMI Conference 2016: Building Blocks of Ministry  
Oct. 2-3, 2015
The Student Ministry Initiative Conference 2016 is for youth leaders, clergy and lay, (paid and volunteer). The goal is to develop youth 
leaders from around the conference who will be able to cultivate impactful and healthy youth ministries. The event takes place at Clinton 
First UMC in Clinton, MS.  For more information, go to www.mississippi-umc.org/smiconference.  
 
Revitup! Young Clergy Event 
Oct. 5, 2015
This is an energizing event for clergy ages 25-39. This event is designed to enhance personal, financial and leadership skills. The event 
takes place Oct. 5-7, 2015 in the Chicago Hilton/Indian Lakes Resort located in Bloomingdale, Illinois. Contact David Stotts at 601-354-
0515, or dstotts@mississippi-umc.org for scholarship information provided by the Mississippi Conference Board of Pension.  Visit 
www.mississippi-umc.org/eventdetail/1042386 for more information.
  
This Holy Mystery: A United Methodist Understanding of Holy Communion
Oct. 17, 2015
The goal of this study is the renewal of worship in United Methodist congregations through enhanced appreciation of the Sacrament of 
Holy Communion. Attendees will explore this ‘means of grace’ and seek to deepen their experience of encounter with God. The cost is 
$10 to cover the books snacks and lunch. Call Cheryl Denley for more information at 662-562-5865. Go to http://tinyurl.com/pkcn3we 
for more information.
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SEJ Clergywomen Consultation 
Oct. 26 - 29, 2015
Feeling tired? Needing Inspiration? Thirsty for renewal? Come to the Well! Save the date to attend the SEJ Clergywomen Consulta-
tion 2015. This will take place at Epworth By the Sea in St. Simons Island, Georgia. More details and registration is coming soon. Visit 
http://tinyurl.com/qhwsa6n to learn how to stay informed about this event.
 
2nd Annual Collaborative Leadership Conference for Laity and Clergy 
Sept. 26, 2015 
Come learn about a new model for ministry fruitfulness that is being used in many different churches, districts and conferences, includ-
ing the Mississippi Conference. Find out how your church can engage in this process. Click here for more information. Visit www.
mississippi-umc.org/eventdetail/1498127 for more information. 

The Gathering 2016 
Feb. 26-28, 2016
The vision behind The Gathering is to create a high energy weekend conference for students to gather from all over the state to cel-
ebrate our Lord and Savior. This first-class event offers the best worship teams and communicators. Organizers dream of the day when 
5,000 United Methodist students come together as one body. This could be the year! Visit www.mississippi-umc.org/thegathering for 
more information and to register today.

UMC Events
Visit www.umc.org/news-and-media/looking-ahead-upcoming-events to see more educational opportunities and other upcoming 
events in the life of The United Methodist Church.  

Announcements
Visit with Mississippi UM Mission Fellow  
Hilary Glover, photo right, of Wheeler UMC in the New Albany District of the Mississippi Annual Conference will be leaving soon to 
begin her experience as a young adult missionary.   

She was recently named one of the newest Global Mission Fellows by Global Ministries of The United Methodist Church.  Glover will be 
a part of the international class scheduled for training August 2015 in Mutare, Zimbabwe, Africa.  She is available to speak with church-
es and groups in the Mississippi Conference.  To schedule Glover, contact Rev. Eric Sandford at esanfor@gmail.com.
 
Bethlehem Center Needs School Supplies   
The United Methodist related Bethlehem Center is in need of school supplies for its end of summer bash on Aug. 1, 2015.   The sup-
plies will be given to the students on that day. Donations can be dropped off at the center. To make arrangement to have donations 
picked up, contact Mattie Johnson at mjoh344036@aol.com, or call the center, 601-355-0224. Go to http://tinyurl.com/p47ey59 to 
view the list of supplies needed.
 
Scholarship Opportunity for Seminary Students to Bossey
The Office of Christian Unity and Interreligious Relationships (OCUIR) is sharing news of a special opportunity for seminary students. 
They are offering to help cover cost associated with spending a semester at Bossey, The Ecumenical Institute of the World Council of 
Churches. 

To obtain the application, students may contact Rev. Dr. Jean Hawxhurst at jhawxhurst@ocuir.org or access it from either our OCUIR 
Facebook page, or www.ocuir.org. The application explains due dates, responsibilities and other details.
 
MSU Wesley – Calling All Bulldogs!  
The Mississippi State University Wesley Foundation has a list of activities for Welcome Week beginning Aug. 8-16, 2015. Local church-
es are urged to share this news with their student members who are attending Mississippi State. Visit http://tinyurl.com/nnobtsn to 
view the events that are planned. 
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Stay Connected

www.facebook.com/pages/The-Mississippi-United-Methodist-Conference/436491529732524

https://twitter.com/Mississippi_UMC www.youtube.com/channel/UCSRtxv_Kix8IbYuHKRMLIjg

www.flickr.com/photos/119483421@N02/

Stay Connected with ConnecTText
Mississippi United Methodists with the ability to receive text messaging via phone are encouraged to sign up for ConnecTText. 
The service is another option for people to stay informed about important dates and other conference happenings.

To sign up for ConnecTText:
1. Remember, you must have the ability to get text messages on your phone.
2. From your mobile phone, text the letters ‘MSUMC’ to the number 95577 and press send.
3. Wait a few seconds for a confirmation text and you’re connected!

Mississippi Conference’s Mobile App—MY MSUMC 
MY MSUMC—the Mississippi Conference of The United Methodist Church’s official mobile app—is available at no cost on all iPhone, 
Android, Galaxy and Blackberry phones and their corresponding pads and tablets. MY MSUMC allows easy access to the latest confer-
ence events, local UM news and The Circuit Rider. The MY MSUMC app presents users with a unique opportunity to interact with the 
conference by submitting prayer requests, recording audio of personal testimonies and posting comments via facebook and twitter. 
Plus, the ‘Our Districts’ feature shows a comprehensive list of district contact information and even directions from the user’s current 
location—all from a mobile smart phone or tablet device.

Taco Dip  

Brown ground beef with taco mix and onion until tender, drain grease, pour into 
soup pot or crock pot. Add all other ingredients, heat stirring occasionally. Optional toppings: Green onion, shredded cheese, sour 
cream, guacamole. Eat and enjoy!  

— By Craig Case in Trinity Treasures from the Kitchen published by Picayune Trinity UMC

Methodist Tested Recipes

Have a recipe that is too good to keep to yourself? Share it with our Circuit Rider readers. Email your favorite recipes to 
news@mississippi-umc.org.

1 can black beans 
2 cans chili beans 
1 can pinto beans
1 can kidney beans
1 can fiesta corn
1 can white corn 

1 lb. ground beef
1 pkg. taco mix 
1-2 cans Rotel tomatoes (based on 
preference) 
1 sm. to med. onion, diced
1 lg. bag tortilla scoops

Answer to “Way Back When”
The person in the picture is Rev. Dr. Stephen Cook, district superintendent of the West Jackson District. Send your throwback im-
ages with details to Tamica@mississippi-umc.org.

As a courtesy to the Mississippi Annual Conference, job announcements from across the United Methodist connection are featured in 
The Circuit Rider. To submit an employment notice, send an email to news@mississipppi-umc.org.  Postings are not guaranteed 
to appear more than once in Mississippi Conference publications. To read a description of job opening(s) listed below as well as 
other listings, go to www.mississippi-umc.org/employmentopportunities.

• Part-time Admin. Asst. to Music and Worship Arts at Galloway UMC - Jackson, MS
• Children’s Director at Lucedale First UMC - Lucedale, MS  

Employment 


