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The Mississippi Conference Four Core Values are love, generosity, justice and apprenticeship. 
For more information, visit www.mississippi-umc.org/thepowerofwe.
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transform the world.

Mission:
The mission of the Mississippi 
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transformation of  the world.
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United Methodist News Service

Stay up to date on news and perspectives from around the global 
church. Click here to subscribe to the Daily Digest today.

Mike Howington, the 
Mississippi Conference 
Youth and Families 
Coordinator recalls his 
youth years as he intro-
duces the conference's 
New Student Cohort. 
This picture of him 
was taken when he 
about 17 years old. In 
the section Students 
on page 6, read his 
compelling testimony 
and find how students 
can join the cohort.
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Luke 11:1-13 
New International Version (NIV)
Jesus’ Teaching on Prayer
11 One day Jesus was praying in a certain place. When he finished, one of his disciples said to him, “Lord, teach us to pray, just as John 
taught his disciples.”

2 He said to them, “When you pray, say: “‘Father,[a] hallowed be your name, your kingdom come.[b] 3 Give us each day our daily bread.

4 Forgive us our sins, for we also forgive everyone who sins against us.[c] And lead us not into temptation.[d]’”

5 Then Jesus said to them, “Suppose you have a friend, and you go to him at midnight and say, ‘Friend, lend me three loaves of bread; 6 a 
friend of mine on a journey has come to me, and I have no food to offer him.’ 7 And suppose the one inside answers, ‘Don’t bother me. The 
door is already locked, and my children and I are in bed. I can’t get up and give you anything.’ 8 I tell you, even though he will not get up and 
give you the bread because of friendship, yet because of your shameless audacity[e] he will surely get up and give you as much as you need.

9 “So I say to you: Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock and the door will be opened to you. 10 For everyone who asks 
receives; the one who seeks finds; and to the one who knocks, the door will be opened.

11 “Which of you fathers, if your son asks for[f] a fish, will give him a snake instead? 12 Or if he asks for an egg, will give him a scorpion? 13 If 
you then, though you are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your Father in heaven give the Holy Spirit to 
those who ask him!”

word POWER

Bishop Swanson's Pastoral Response to Western Jurisdiction Episcopal Election
To read the Bishop's response, go to: http://bit.ly/2a3DWkX

Bishop Swanson is on renewal leave  
until August 10, 2016.

From Africa University to Imagine No Malaria           
By Tamica Smith Jeuitt, Mississippi Conference Communications Specialist

Photo right: The Rev. Ella DeDeaux of the Mississippi Conference, took this picture 
while attending Africa University.

As Mississippi United Methodists celebrate the end of a fruitful partnership to benefit 
Africa University, they also unite to resource a new initiative, Imagine No Malaria.

During the 2016 Session of the Mississippi Annual Conference leaders announced the 
conference kept its promise of $1.3 million toward Africa University scholarships. To view 
the names of individuals and groups that made significant gifts to the campaign, go to 
http://bit.ly/2a2Ht3v.

"The Mississippi Annual Conference has received $451,295.26.  These funds are on 
deposit at the Mississippi United Methodist Foundation earning interest for additional 
funding of those endowed scholarships.   The 2015 offering was $228,128 and the 2016 
receipts as of June 30 are $223,167. This is a great reflection of the generosity of our 
Mississippi United Methodist," said Conference Treasurer, David Stotts. 

Connecting
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The conference's commitment to the university brought joy to Reverend Ella DeDeaux. She is the pastor of United Methodist congregations 
Mt. Zion and St. Paul in Pass Christian, Mississippi. In 2012, DeDeaux was an exchange student at Africa University. Her experience gave 
her the chance to meet those students from poverty and disease stricken communities across the continent of Africa -- where girls may never 
even step foot in a classroom.

"I am a supporter of education anyway. But certainly in the areas where education is not as accessible and every child has to pay for their 
education. It is not like it's free, so they work hard to go school...I think the support is fantastic. The university is growing," said DeDeaux.

Mission to Imagine No Malaria
Photo right:  Ed Jones is looking forward to supporting the Mississippi Conference 2017 mission offering for 
Imagine No Malaria.

Ed Jones of Madison United Methodist Church, near Jackson Mississippi, was also thrilled over the conference's 
pledge to Africa University. He's retired with a doctorate in education.   Like DeDeaux, Jones is making plans to 
join Bishop James Swanson Sr. on a tour of Africa University in March 2017 (http://bit.ly/29OO81D).

In the meantime, Jones is dedicated to the conference's new mission to save people, particularly children in 
Sub-Saharan Africa. Through Imagine No Malaria, an initiative of The United Methodist Church, Mississippi 
United Methodists will work to eradicate malaria. The disease kills a child every two minutes.   The use of bed 
nets is one way of reducing deaths.

"I have slept under mosquito nets in the Philippines and in Vietnam. I can appreciate those folks needing those 
nets and the importance of them...When you realize how inexpensive they are and a life can be protected by 
one mosquito net, why can't we buy lots of them," said Jones who once served in the Marine Corps.

One net can protect an entire family from malaria for about four years for only $10. The Mississippi Conference goal is to provide 100,000 
nets. Every local church is encouraged to be a part of this effort.

Charity Gordon is the Mississippi field coordinator for Imagine No Malaria. She is anxious to talk with church groups about the campaign.   
She can be reached at inm@mississippi-umc.org or 662-825-0949.

"The fact that we are doing all these things to help people, I see that as feeding the lambs. Feed my sheep. That is what Jesus said and I think 
He expects that of us," stated Jones.

The Mississippi Conference Welcomes Back the Swansons           
Photo right: The Rev. Vickie White (far left standing) led a group prayer for Bishop 
James Swanson Sr. and his wife Delphine.

Bishop James Swanson Sr. has been reassigned to the Mississippi Episcopal Area. 
Members of the Mississippi Conference who were present for the 2016 Southeastern 
Jurisdictional Conference greeted him and his spouse, Delphine, during a reception 
following the announcement. Swanson told the group "the best is yet to come." Missis-
sippi United Methodists as well the Swanson family expressed their excitement on social 
media over the bishop's return. To read Bishop Swanson's bio, go to www.mississippi-
umc.org/ourbishop.
 

New Safe Sanctuaries Videos  
Starting Point for Discussion                
By Tamica Smith Jeuitt, Communications Specialist 

Photo right: Image from Discipleship Ministries website.

According to The Book of Discipline of The United Methodist Church, every local church 
is required to have a Safe Sanctuaries policy. The church states Safe Sanctuaries is an 
overt expression in making congregations safe places where children, youth and elders 
may experience the abiding love of God and fellowship within the community of faith.

"It is not that we are distrusting. We just want to make sure everybody is safe," said Rev. 
Vickie White, Director of Connectional Ministries and Communications for the Mississippi 
Conference. 

"We wouldn't dream of sending our children to school if teachers and those who work 
with them did not have background checks. The same thing is true with our churches," 
she expressed.

For this reason, White is urging local churches to view newly released videos from 
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Discipleship Ministries on Safe Sanctuaries. The short clips focus on training leaders, reporting abuse, registered sex offenders, living in cov-
enants, and healthy social media. There's even a video on how to write a policy.

The Rev. Dawn Flowers of Main Street United Methodist Church in Bay St. Louis, Mississippi is making plans to watch 
the videos with her congregation this September. Her church recently updated its Safe Sanctuaries policy after getting 
word that a known sex offender was visiting churches in their area.

"It's not about creating an environment of fear that something could happened. It is about saying we are going to do 
everything we possibly can to say, we did everything we could. You never want to look back and say if we had only," 
Flowers explained.

During the 2016 Session of the Mississippi Conference, Flowers led a workshop on Safe Sanctuaries. She said that 
there are several churches within the Mississippi Conference that don't have a policy. This is partly because many of 

them feel their church is safe or they don't know how to begin the discussion.

"The great thing about the videos to me is that it is a great starting point for churches who don't even know where to start. Let's start here (with 
the videos) and then have the conversation," said Flowers.

Once again, the annual charge conference forms will request information from local churches about Safe Sanctuaries. This year, churches will 
be able to request assistance with developing a policy best for them -- one that ensures all spaces for worshipping and gathering are places of 
trust.

To read more about Safe Sanctuaries and to view the videos, visit http://bit.ly/29RHqn0. 

Bishop Swanson among Top 50 in Amazing Pace                   
Photo right: This Fitbit medallion is one of many images on Bishop James Swanson's facebook page 
marking his fitness success.    

Being physically active is an important part of the day for Bishop James Swanson Sr. Recently, he was 
named among the Mississippi Conference Top 50 Amazing Pace participants. Lee Burdine, who manages 
the wellness program for the conference, said Swanson has been a good leader. 

"Bishop Swanson is averaging almost 11,000 steps per day in the Mississippi Conference Amazing Pace 
program, and in the last six months has had days where he has topped over 23,000 steps in one day," said 
Burdine.

The Mississippi Conference Amazing Pace program has new 
features. Burdine said all Fitbit and Garmin activity trackers can 
now be used with the program. Jawbone devices, Apple watches 
and Android watches are also now supported with the program. The iPhone 5s or higher or Android 
smartphone can be used as well.

To learn more about the Amazing Pace program, or to register contact, support@Lifebux.com or Lee@Lifebux.com.

The names of the Top 50 Amazing Pace participants in the Mississippi Conference can be viewed here: http://bit.ly/2ayqgwt.   

Foster Named a Hometown Hero                  
Photo right: Cat Foster joined the Mississippi Conference staff in November 2013.    

Congratulations to Cat Foster for being deemed a 2016 Hometown Hero by Visit Jack-
son. Foster is the Project Coordinator for the Mississippi Conference Office of Connec-
tional Ministries and Communications. The award recognizes her role as the conference 
liaison to the Jackson, Mississippi travel and tourism industry. Throughout the year, 
Foster negotiates the needs of the Mississippi Conference with local businesses and 
vendors for events such as the session of annual conference. The conference is the 
Jackson Convention Complex leading customer. 

The mission of Visit Jackson is to attract, promote and facilitate tourism in the Jackson 
area. Foster received the award on Tuesday, July 12.   
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Deadline Approaches -- Register Now  
for Day of Discovery 2016 
Do you feel called to plant a new church or to revitalize an existing church?

Join the movement -- register now to join the Faith Community Formation Office for a day of dis-
covery and discernment on Thursday, August 11 at 10 a.m. - 3 p.m. at the Eagle Ridge Conference 
Center in Raymond, Mississippi.

A panel of people who are currently planting and revitalizing churches successfully here in Mississip-
pi will share their stories and answer your questions. You will learn about the key principles around what it means to be a church that is more 
about theological clarity, cultural engagement and missional innovation than the comfort and safety of the status quo.

Interested? Want to know more? 

Do you know someone who has the gifts and graces to plant or revitalize a church? Invite them!

Register at http://bit.ly/2abZUkV to save a seat at the table. The deadline to register is July 31, 2016. View the agenda here: http://bit.
ly/2abZUkV.

The Eagle Ridge Conference Center is located at 1500 Raymond Lake Road, Raymond, MS, 39154. For directions, visit their website here: 
http://eagleridge.hindscc.edu.

For more information about the day of discovery and discernment, contact Jane Horstman, Faith Community Formation Office at jhorst-
man@mississippi-umc.org or 601-354-0515.

To receive tips, updates and details on events pertaining to new church starts and church revitalization, text 'faithcommunity' to the number 
95577. (Please note: no space between "faith" and "community.") 

Celebrating Mission Grants  
Seniors Lead at Liberty UMC
By Jessica Love, Mississippi Conference Intern   

Photo right: One of the senior volunteers at Liberty UMC was seen helping a young girl with her homework. 

How did the senior citizens of Liberty United Methodist Church bring fellow seniors, youth and Bible study under 
one roof? They did it through the Senior Lead Tutoring Program.

The church is located in Eupora, Mississippi. Its retired educators and senior volunteers provide tutoring services 
for kindergarten through 12th grade students, while building relationships with the youth and elders within the 
community. In addition, workers incorporate Bible study. Classes are held every Wednesday night an hour before 
Bible study. Each tutoring session concludes with a biblical lesson and a meal. 

Their mission is to reach one, teach one the program director, Pamela Simmons, expressed in a written report to 
the Mississippi Conference. According to several testimonials, the church is doing just that. One mom wrote:

"The tutoring has improved my kid's self-esteem. Their confidence level has improved so much. Their participation in church activities is 
amazing. This program has been a great asset to them."

A mission grant made possible by the Mississippi Conference Office of Connectional Ministries helped fund a new computer for the program. 
This allows students to review math charts and other educational material through video presentations. The grant also helped purchase 
snacks.

Liberty UMC is committed to decreasing dropout rates in their community. Eupora is a predominately African-American rural city. With the help 
of United Methodists congregations who pay their mission shares, the church can fulfill its ministry.  

Administry

A message from David Stotts, your Mississippi Conference Treasurer

It was so good to see so many of you at the 2016 Session of the Mississippi Annual Conference. You will recall that I announced 
three upcoming education events that I am sure you will not want to miss. Please read and register for any of those events you 
can attend. Registration for the Mississippi events can be done online at www.mississippi-umc.org/educationalevents or by 
completing the attached forms.  Additional information and registration for the Lake Buena Vista, Florida event can be found here: 
www.mississippi-umc.org/educationalevents. For the clergy, CEU's are available.
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 • 3 "L" Academy: Aug. 15-16, 2016 Hilton on County Line Road: New presenters this year are Thomas Kemper, General Secre-
tary of the General Board of Global Ministries and Carrie Persivale, Director of the Comprehensive Protection Plan  of Wespath 
(formerly the General Board of Pension and Health Benefits). We are looking forward to the return of our other presenters who 
have helped us learn of our benefits and about stewardship of the great resources your local church provides to you.  With full at-
tendance, you will earn 1 CEU. 

• Administry Training: Oct. 8, 2016, Nov. 12, 2016 and Dec. 3, 2016: This is an intense training session for lay leaders and clergy 
alike who want to learn more about the ministry of administration in the areas of finance, human resources, trustees, and connec-
tional giving. Clergy can earn .5 CEU for full attendance.

• Rev it Up: November 7-9, 2016: An event for clergy under 40 sponsored by Wespath. This year the event is at Lake Buena Vista, 
Florida. You will be able to interact and learn with colleagues from around the denomination. The Conference Board of Pension is 
offering scholarships for those interested in attending. Contact David Stotts for more information about the scholarship.

Many of you have contacted me about the new U.S. Department of Labor overtime law that become effective 12-1-2016. I will be 
releasing more information in the next Circuit Rider. It is very important that you understand the law and your responsibilities in 
appropriately compensating your staff. After attending educational events over the next two weeks, I will send you guidance as you 
begin to maneuver in this new law.  

Students

Youth Sought for New Student Cohort                    
By Tamica Smith Jeuitt, Mississippi Conference Communications Specialist  

Photo right: This is Mike Howington around age 17, a young leader who led prayer during school 
lunch.       

Growing up the son of a Methodist preacher, Mike Howington said he prayed often in front his 
church family and indeed before every meal, with the exception of the ones he ate in his high 
school cafeteria.

"The difference was peer pressure, acceptance and fear...It was that little demon that sits on your 
shoulder and says, 'people are going to laugh at you; people are going to think you are weird. They 
are going to think you are a Jesus freak," he stated.  

Howington said he was troubled daily over his decision not to pray at school, but that changed 
when he found courage to oppose "the demon." He bowed his head for 30 seconds and prayed 
silently before eating. From that day forward he prayed at lunch. To his surprise, his peers began 
praying too. By the end of the school year, Howington said he was leading 20-25 students in prayer. 
The group eventually went from blessing their food out loud to sharing prayer requests. 

Howington, who is the Mississippi Conference Youth and Families Coordinator, recently recalled his 
youth experience as he helped plan the conference's new student cohort. This ministry will focus on 
youth spiritual formation -- teaching them to love and lead like God.

"I use my story as an analogy...just praying at my cafeteria table, I was being a leader. All I did was be obedient to how I was raised and 
who God wants me to be," explained Howington. 

The student cohort has been developed collaboratively by the conference and Ministry Architects. It is designed to equip today's leaders 
from different church sizes, cultures and locations, to grow and serve their communities as disciples -- comfortable with questions and 
doubts. 

Twenty-two students in high school will be selected from a pool of applications to participate. Those selected are committing to a fee 
and two years to the program. To read more details about the Mississippi Conference new student cohort and how to apply, go to www.
mississippi-umc.org/studentcohort. 

"My dream is that we give kids the spiritual formation to step out on faith in their own life and feel like they are able to have leadership in 
their everyday walk, and be the leaders for Christ that we are supposed to be," Howington enthusiastically commented.
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Deadline Extended: Early Response Team Training 
The Seashore District is hosting Early Response Team (ERT) training on Saturday, July 23, 2016 from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. at Camp 
Faith in Saucier, Mississippi. Training equips one to fulfill the mission of providing a caring Christian presence in the aftermath of 
a disaster. ERT's provide emergency repairs and/or assistance to help people be safe, sanitary and secure until insurance and 
other help are available. Go to http://bit.ly/2aypIXj to register before the new deadline Friday, July 22, 2016. The link will also 
take you to more information about the serving on an ERT. The cost for training is $40. Lunch is included. Camp Faith is located at 
22378 Turan Road.

Women's Day Celebration at Samuel Chapel UMC
July 24, 2016
The United Methodist Women of Samuel Chapel UMC located at 208 Medgar Evers Blvd., Itta Bena, Mississippi, will have their annual 
Women's Day celebration on Sunday, July 24, 2016, at 3 p.m. The guest speaker is LaToya Redd Thompson, the new Mississippi Con-
ference lay leader. The colors of the day are lavender and white. For more information, call 662-254-9870, or email to  samuelchapel@
att.net.

Eternal Vision Gospel Group
July 29, 2016
Eternal Vision, an outstanding gospel group from Knoxville, Tennessee, will be at Pearl UMC in Pearl, Mississippi on Friday, July 29 
at 7 p.m.  Their talent is amazing and their love for the Lord is uplifting. Everyone is invited to this great evening of music and spiritual 
enrichment. A love offering will be taken. Be sure to let your friends, family and co-workers know about this special musical event.

Central UMC Welcomes JSU Head Football Coach
July 31, 2016
Pastor David McCoy cordially invites you to attend Central United Methodist Men's Day Program on Sunday July 31, 2016, at 10 a.m. 
The guest speaker is Tony Hughes, head football coach for Jackson State University. Refreshments will be served directly after service. 
Central is located at 500 North Farish Street, Jackson, Mississippi. For more information, call Jesse O. Smith at 601-259-9114 or call 
Central UMC at 601-355-7858.  

First UMC Greenville Homecoming Celebration
August 7, 2016
All are invited to attend a homecoming celebration at First United Methodist Church in Greenville, Mississippi. It will be held August 7, 
2016 at First UMC located at 402 Washington Avenue. Worship begins at 10:55 a.m. followed by dinner on the church grounds. The 
celebration will feature blue grass gospel by The Ellis Family.

3-L Academy
Aug. 15-16, 2016
Sponsored by the Mississippi Conference Board of Pension, the academy will provide an opportunity to explore clergy benefits, finan-
cial planning, stewardship education and connectionalism as the clergy participants lead the denomination in Mississippi and to accom-
plish the mission of The United Methodist Church. For more information, go to http://www.mississippi-umc.org/3lacademy. 

2016 Local Church Administry Training
Oct. 8 | Nov. 12 | Dec. 3
The financial leadership training provides counsel and guidance to strengthen the administrative and financial abilities of the local 
church treasurer, financial secretary, finance committee members and church business administrators. Successful completion of the 
training session and assignments will result in a Mississippi Conference recognized church "administer." To view the Local Church  Ad-
ministry Training brochure here: http://bit.ly/28PT1XK. To register for upcoming sessions, go to http://bit.ly/28T7OBx.

The Gathering Tour
Sept. | Oct. | Nov.
Coming this fall, The Gathering Student Conference is on the road, bringing some of the amazing artist that youth will see at The Gath-
ering 2017. Attendance to The Gathering Imagine Tour is free. While registration for this event is requested for planning, we welcome 
additional guests. Register here: http://www.mississippi-umc.org/thegatheringimagetour. Make plans to attend where The Gather-
ing Imagine Tour stops in your region! Featuring: Big Al, Lo and DJ Blaha. 

2016 SMI Conferences
Sept 30 - Oct. 1
The Student Ministry Initiative (SMI) movement was developed to equip children, youth and family ministries to embrace a long-
standing impactful plan for ministry in their local church. The Mississippi Conference welcomes Mark Devries, founder and president 

Save the Date  |  Announcements
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of Ministry Architects, along with the rest of his ministry team to the 2016 SMI Conference at Galloway Memorial UMC in Jackson. For 
more details, visit http://www.mississippi-umc.org/smiconference.

The Gathering Imagine Tour 2017
Feb. 24-26
The vision behind The Gathering is to create a high energy weekend conference for students to gather from all over the Mississippi 
to celebrate the Lord and Savior. Organizers are committed to create a weekend event that is first-class quality with the best worship 
teams and communicators. Go to http://www.mississippi-umc.org/thegathering for early bird registration and more.

UMC Events
Visit www.umc.org/news-and-media/looking-ahead-upcoming-events to see more educational opportunities and other upcoming 
events in the life of The United Methodist Church.  

Announcements

Renfro Trust Fund
The Renfro Trust Fund awards annual bricks-and-mortar grants to small rural United Methodist congregations in the Southeastern Ju-
risdiction. Renfro Trust Funds are again available for award, beginning in 2016. The deadline for application is September 1 of the year 
in which the application is made. Please note: Applications will only be accepted when submitted through the Office of the Director of 
Connectional Ministries of the Conference in which you are located. Questions about the application form, award process, or the Renfro 
Trust Fund may be directed to: David Dommisse, SEJ Conference Treasurer at daviddommisse@vaumc.org or at 804-521-1109 or to 
Anne Travis, SEJ Conference Secretary at secretary@sejumc.org or by calling 865-410-6747.

Veg-All Casserole

       

Mix all together. Pour into a buttered casserole dish. Bake 30 minutes 
at 350 degrees.                                   
 — By Kelly and Sherrell Pope

Methodist Tested Recipes

2 c. Veg All, drained
1 c. water chestnuts, drained
1 med. Onion, sautéed in butter

8 oz. sharp cheese, grated
¾ mayonnaise

Stay Connected
• Facebook: www.facebook.com/pages/The-Mississippi-United-Methodist-Conference/436491529732524
• Twitter: https://twitter.com/Mississippi_UMC
• You Tube: www.youtube.com/channel/ UCSRtxv_Kix8IbYuHKRMLIjg
• Flickr: www.flickr.com/photos/119483421@N02/

Stay Connected with ConnecTText
Mississippi United Methodists with the ability to receive text messaging via phone are encouraged to sign up for ConnecTText. 
The service is another option for people to stay informed about important dates and other conference happenings.

As a courtesy to the Mississippi Annual Conference, job announcements from across the United Methodist connection are featured in 
The Circuit Rider. To submit an employment notice, send an email to news@mississipppi-umc.org.  Postings are not guaranteed 
to appear more than once in Mississippi Conference publications. To read a description of job opening(s) listed below as well as 
other listings, go to www.mississippi-umc.org/employmentopportunities.

• Accounting Clerk in Finance & Administration at Galloway Memorial UMC, Jackson, MS
• Director of Children's Ministry at Covenant UMC, Cordova, TN
• Minister to Children and Families at Main Street UMC, Hattiesburg, MS
• Part-time pianist at Magee First UMC, Magee, MS
• Campus Minister (Wesley Director) Northeast Mississippi Community College, Booneville, MS 
• North Mississippi Gleaning Assistant, Part-time Society of St. Andrew

Employment 
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To sign up for ConnecTText:
1. Remember, you must have the ability to get text messages on your phone. 
2. From your mobile phone, text the letters ‘MSUMC’ to the number 95577 and press send.
3. Wait a few seconds for a confirmation text and you’re connected!

Mississippi Conference’s Mobile App—MY MSUMC 
MY MSUMC—the Mississippi Conference of The United Methodist Church’s official mobile app—is available at no cost on all iPhone, 
Android, Galaxy and Blackberry phones and their corresponding pads and tablets. MY MSUMC allows easy access to the latest confer-
ence events, local UM news and The Circuit Rider. The MY MSUMC app presents users with a unique opportunity to interact with the 
conference by submitting prayer requests, recording audio of personal testimonies and posting comments via facebook and twitter. 
Plus, the ‘Our Districts’ feature shows a comprehensive list of district contact information and even directions from the user’s current 
location—all from a mobile smart phone or tablet device.


