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Learn how The POWER of We fuels our beliefs.  

A collection of stories that model each of The Mississippi Conference Core Values (tabs shown at 
left); love, generosity, justice and apprenticeship can be found at the links listed below.

LOVE:  Visit www.mississippi-umc.org/love

GENEROSITY: Visit www.mississippi-umc.org/generosity

JUSTICE: Visit www.mississippi-umc.org/justice

APPRENTICESHIP: Visit www.mississippi-umc.org/apprenticeship

Your  Connec t ion  to The Miss iss ipp i  Annua l  Conference
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Charleston Hits Home

Our Values

LOVE

GENEROSITY

JUSTICE

APPRENTICESHIP

T h e  P O W E R  o f  W e

A student member of 
the Ole Miss Wesley 
Foundation is talk-
ing about the deadly 
church shooting that 
happened just blocks 
away from her home 
in Charleston, South 
Carolina.  She took this 
photo at a gathering 
to pray for her com-
munity. Meanwhile, 
Mississippi Conference 
clergy are sharing their 
thoughts about the 
tragedy. To read the 
story, see page 3.     

Purpose:
 The Mississippi Annual 

Conference—empowered 
by love, generosity, justice 

and apprenticeship—forms 
spiritual leaders, faith 

communities and connections 
so more disciples of Jesus 

Christ transform the world.

Mission:
The mission of the Mississippi Annual Conference is to make 
disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world.

2015 Special Edition  
of the Circuit Rider

Featuring events from the 
2015 annual conference ses-

sions is now available  
to view online! Go to:

http://tinyurl.com/q9xnfsp
Share Your News in  
The Circuit Rider
For submission guidelines, visit 
www.mississippi-umc.org/
shareyournewsinthecircuit-
rider.

Helpful Links
Go to http://www.mississippi-
umc.org/helpfullinks to con-
nect to more resources, tools 
and agency’s of The United 
Methodist Church.
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Mark 5:21-43
New International Version (NIV)
Jesus Raises a Dead Girl and Heals a Sick Woman
21 When Jesus had again crossed over by boat to the other side of the lake, a large crowd gathered around him while he was by the 
lake. 22 Then one of the synagogue leaders, named Jairus, came, and when he saw Jesus, he fell at his feet. 23 He pleaded earnestly 
with him, “My little daughter is dying. Please come and put your hands on her so that she will be healed and live.” 24 So Jesus went 
with him.

A large crowd followed and pressed around him. 25 And a woman was there who had been subject to bleeding for twelve years. 26 She 
had suffered a great deal under the care of many doctors and had spent all she had, yet instead of getting better she grew worse. 27 
When she heard about Jesus, she came up behind him in the crowd and touched his cloak, 28 because she thought, “If I just touch his 
clothes, I will be healed.” 29 Immediately her bleeding stopped and she felt in her body that she was freed from her suffering.

30 At once Jesus realized that power had gone out from him. He turned around in the crowd and asked, “Who touched my clothes?”

31 “You see the people crowding against you,” his disciples answered, “and yet you can ask, ‘Who touched me?’ ”

32 But Jesus kept looking around to see who had done it. 33 Then the woman, knowing what had happened to her, came and fell at his 
feet and, trembling with fear, told him the whole truth. 34 He said to her, “Daughter, your faith has healed you. Go in peace and be freed 
from your suffering.”

35 While Jesus was still speaking, some people came from the house of Jairus, the synagogue leader. “Your daughter is dead,” they 
said. “Why bother the teacher anymore?”

36 Overhearing[a] what they said, Jesus told him, “Don’t be afraid; just believe.”

37 He did not let anyone follow him except Peter, James and John the brother of James. 38 When they came to the home of the syna-
gogue leader, Jesus saw a commotion, with people crying and wailing loudly. 39 He went in and said to them, “Why all this commotion 
and wailing? The child is not dead but asleep.” 40 But they laughed at him.

After he put them all out, he took the child’s father and mother and the disciples who were with him, and went in where the child was. 41 
He took her by the hand and said to her, “Talitha koum!” (which means “Little girl, I say to you, get up!”). 42 Immediately 
the girl stood up and began to walk around (she was twelve years old). At this they were completely astonished. 43 He 
gave strict orders not to let anyone know about this, and told them to give her something to eat.

word POWER

Bishop’s Journal

Bishop James E. Swanson, Sr. continues his renewal leave but wanted to address the recent church shooting 
in Charleston, South Carolina:

Mississippi United Methodists,

I send my love and fervent prayers for comfort to the families of the nine persons shot on Wednesday night 
while attending a prayer meeting at Emanuel African Methodist Episcopal (AME) Church in Charleston, South 
Carolina.

I call on the people of the United Methodist churches in Mississippi to join me in expressing our love and to set 
aside a time of prayer for these families during our personal prayer time and our church worship.   

I know that you are aware that these shootings indicate an even greater need for the Church. Hatred cannot be 
eradicated by laws, but only by changed lives. That is the work of God we have been called and empowered to 
do.

Emanuel AME Church, we cry with you and pledge to allow God to use us to transform hate to love. Let’s get busy, Mississippi.   

Blessings,
Bishop James E. Swanson, Sr.

Bishop On the Move
Bishop James E. Swanson Sr. is on renewal leave until July 17, 2015.
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Local Wesley Student Lives Near AME Church Targeted by Shooter
By Tamica Smith Jeuitt, Senior Communications Specialist, Mississippi Conference

Photo right: Anna Outten, a member of the Ole Miss Wesley Foundation leadership 
team, captured this photo during a prayer vigil she attended following the shooting at 
Emanuel AME Church.

The shooting at Emanuel African Methodist Episcopal Church, in Charleston, S.C., hits 
home for Anna Outten. She is a junior at the University of Mississippi where she will 
serve on the leadership team for the Ole Miss Wesley Foundation this fall.

The Charleston native said she lives 10 blocks from the church where a gunman shot 
and killed nine people during Bible study.  The shooter reportedly said he did it to trig-
ger a race war.

“A family friend was supposed to be at the Bible study, but she decided at the last 
minute not to go because she was not feeling well,” said Outten. The college student is 
home on summer break. She was about a 20 minute drive away from the church when 
her mother called to say that a shooter was on the loose.

“She said don’t panic...I was just in shock,” explained Outten.

Dozens of phone calls and text messages from other people concerned about Outten 
followed her mother’s warning.  Outten said she even heard from Rev. Eddie Willis, the 
campus minister of the Ole Miss Wesley Foundation.

“I wanted to make sure she was fine and let her know that I was praying for her,” said 
Willis.  Since the tragedy, several students have asked him, “Why did this happen?”

“I have answered such questions with comfort that many things are beyond our control and that as Christians, we can respond in a 
Christ-like manner.  I point to the victim’s families and the congregation of the Emanuel AME Church, with their calm and stoic demean-
or.  They are leading our nation without pointing fingers or fits of rage, in grief.   In their time of suffering, they are the ones who are 
being an example to all of us,” said Willis.

Outten has been at the side of her Charleston neighbors attending vigils and even feeding people participating in community prayers.  
She echoes Willis’ thoughts about her hometown.

‘The body of Christ has come together in a really incredible way. We are going to respond in love and forgiveness...The fact that 
Charleston has responded with such love and grace and no hate, has really been an incredible thing to witness,” said Otten.

 
More Mississippi Conference Response to the Charleston Church Shooting:       
“As a white clergy woman, I have joyfully been appointed to serve a black congregation in east 
central Mississippi since 2013.  During my tenure as pastor, I have become personally and 
intimately acquainted with the very real struggles of the black community on a daily basis.  What 
happened in Charleston, South Carolina, did not just happen to the members of Emanuel AME 
and the greater Charleston community. It was not just a horrible event that happened in a place 

in our nation, it happened to all of us, especially those of us 
who profess to be followers of Jesus Christ.” - Rev. Kathy 
Price

Photo right:  Rev. Kathy Price of Haven Chapel UMC in 
Meridian, Mississippi, is pictured with church members Albert 
McNeil, Kathy McQuarters, and their girls Kerri, Kayla, and 
Kaleeya.  Price is also the co-chair on the Mississippi Confer-
ence Commission on Religion and Race.

Photo left:  This candlelight vigil was held at the historic 
Burns-Belfry Museum which is the original location of Burns 
United Methodist Church in Oxford, Mississippi. Over 100 people attended the event organized 
by Mississippi United Methodist clergy in that area.  The mood was described as loving and car-
ing.

Connecting
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United Methodists Send Message of Healing       
United Methodist News Service (UMNS)

In response to the tragic shooting at Emanuel African Methodist Episcopal Church, United Methodist Commu-
nications is sending a message of healing, hope and peace through a full-page color ad that appeared in the 
Charleston Post and Courier on June 21, 2015.  

To view the ad, go to http://rethinkchurch.org/articles/race-relations/a-call-to-end-racism-and-hatred.   

South Korea Pilgrimage by Young Adults    
Photo right: Members of a Young People’s Delegation to South Korea 
gathered during the Mississippi Conference to be commissioned for their 
trip next month. In the front row (from left) are Benton Brown, Jillian Abballe 
of the General Board of Church & Society (GBCS), Jenna Johnson, and the 
Rev. Levi Bautista, also of GBCS, which arranged the trip. In the second 
row are the Rev. Justin White, Billy Rainey, Jacob Shelley, Raney Rogers, 
Amy Evans, Sarah Altman and Kiara Cervantes. In the back row are the 
Rev. Bruce Case, Mississippi Conference Peace with Justice coordinator, 
and Ellen Olack. 

Fourteen college students from the United Methodist Mississippi and South 
Carolina conferences will travel to South Korea next month as part of a 
delegation seeking “Parallels of Peace, Pathways to Justice.” They will be 
accompanied on the 10-day pilgrimage by five adult leaders, including two General Board of Church and Society (GBCS) staff members 
who planned the trip.

The initiative brings together a diverse group of United Methodist young adults from the Southeastern Jurisdiction to explore parallels 
of peace between South Korea and the United States through a multi-layered cultural and spiritual experience. Visit http://tinyurl.com/
o233yp4 to read the full story.

Church and Society Helps Launch Alzheimer’s Coalition
United Methodist News Service (UMNS)  

The United Methodist Board of Church and Society, along with USAgainstAlzheimer’s, has established a new Faith United Against 
Alzheimer’s Coalition. The church aims to promote dignity and compassionate care, provide family support and “work urgently” to find 
disease-modifying treatments and a cure. To read the story from Wayne Rhodes, go to http://tinyurl.com/omxyecl. 

Eagle Scout Project Benefits Methodist Rehab Center   
By Susan Christensen, Health and Research News Service, Methodist Rehabilitation Center   

Photo right: Patients at Methodist Rehabilitation Center in Jackson love 
the hand-sewn bags that allow them to carry their personal items while 
they’re pushing their wheelchairs.

As he visited his brother, Chris Green, at Methodist Rehabilitation Center, 
Blake Ganzerla never noticed the colorful fabric bags hanging on the backs 
of patients’ wheelchairs.

The 10-year-old was too focused on helping Chris overcome a traumatic 
brain injury. 

But six years later, the Madison teen is all about keeping the bags in pro-
duction. As his Eagle Scout project, he launched a drive to supply donated 
fabric to the volunteers who make the coveted carryalls.

“We were almost out of fabric, so Blake’s project addressed a very critical 
need,” said Chris Blount, director of MRC’s Wilson Research Foundation. 
“His leadership has resulted in enough fabric collected for at least a year’s supply—perhaps even several years!”

As they delivered the fabric to MRC, Blake, 15, and his mother, Alice, said they were happy to help the Jackson hospital minister to 
people recovering from disabling injuries and illness. 

“Our whole family wanted to repay Methodist Rehab,” Alice said. “Chris graduated with honors from Brandon High School and is now 
a senior at Mississippi State University. And I don’t know where he would be if not for MRC. We have a true heartfelt love for this place 
and the people who work here.”
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Faith Communities

Youth Mission Trip Ignites Congregation  
By Rev. Bruce Taylor, Decatur United Methodist Church

Photo right: Two buses donated by Decatur UMC will be used to transport the 
children on the Pine Ridge Reservation in South Dakota.       

In the summer of 2013, a youth mission trip of Decatur United Methodist Church 
formed the initial bonds between the church, the Chanku Waste (wash-tay) Ranch, 
and the people of the Oglala Lakota Nation residing on the Pine Ridge Reservation in southwestern South Dakota. There the young 
people met the Hadden’s, a family from Georgia who works full-time on the reservation tending to the needs of this poor community.  

In April 2015, while on their way back to Georgia, Matt Hadden, his wife Amanda, and their three children made a stop at Decatur UMC 
to share further details of their work with the congregation.  

The people of Decatur UMC were moved with emotion to hear the plight of the Oglala Lakota people at Pine Ridge. A few statistics tell 
the story: 90 percent unemployment (There are no employment opportunities in the region of the reservation.); 70 percent drop-out; 97 
percent live below the federal poverty line; infant mortality is 300 percent higher than the national average; and teenage suicide is 150 
percent higher than the national average.  The congregation also learned that the Hadden’s desperately needed a bus.  

Following the Hadden’s visit the response was the same from just about every circle of the church, “We have to do something!” The 
Holy Spirit ignited the church and in a dramatic display of God at work, $10,000 was donated, a 44-passenger bus was purchased, and 
a 20-passenger bus was donated. The larger bus was filled with needed supplies and delivered to The Hadden’s on June 4, 2015. The 
smaller bus will be delivered in July, without a doubt filled with expressions of love and support. 

Wesley UMC Taste of Culture   
The United Methodist Women organization of Wesley United Methodist Church recently sponsored 
a Taste of Culture.   The Taste of Culture culinary arts program offered bite-size food and a unique 
opportunity for community people to enjoy different cultures by exploring the foods.   African, Chi-
nese, Jamaican, Mexican, Italian, and American cuisines were available. The couple in the picture 
represented their native land of Africa.   Presentation of talents such as recitations and modeling 
were also a part of the program.

Blake said he got the idea for the fabric drive when Blount, a fellow member of Madison United Methodist Church, told him how much 
wheelchair users rely on the bags.

“When you’re pushing a wheelchair, it’s hard to hold anything in your lap,” Blount explained. “So years ago, some of our volunteers 
came up with the idea to hand-sew custom bags that would fit on the back handles of each wheelchair. Our patients absolutely love 
them.”

Staff members are fans of the bags, too, said MRC occupational therapist Misty Ferguson.

“They make a huge difference in our efficiency and in our patient’s comfort,” she said. “These bags mean that patients come prepared 
to the therapy gym. They can carry cell phones, books, glasses, therapy tools, water bottles, etc. And these bags also go home with our 
patients, so that they will have easy access to necessities when they are out in the community.

To solicit fabrics, Blake put donation boxes at several churches and promoted the project via flyers and on Facebook. “It came slow at 
first, then we got a lot,” he said. His official estimate of the amount is “too much to count.”

‘People were just so generous,” said his mother.

The drive also inspired 16 seamstresses from the Jackson Quilters Guild and Christ United Methodist Church to help make the bags. 
And their involvement couldn’t have come at a better time.

MRC volunteer Ruth Kendrick of Ridgeland recently retired from the duty, after whipping out about 500 bags per year for 16 years.

“Mrs. Kendrick has always said that it’s a blessing that she found a way to help so many people,” said Robby Scucchi, volunteer direc-
tor at MRC. “But I know she appreciates that others have joined the effort.”

“Anybody could have done what I did—you’ve just got to love doing it,” said Kendrick, who was recently presented a volunteer award 
for her years of service to MRC. “It was a very rewarding thing. I got to meet a lot of nice people.”

It will be a challenge for others to match Kendrick’s output. But Blake is doing his part to keep the bags coming.

He even recruited fellow Boy Scouts from Troop 164 to join the assembly line. “They helped me cut out bags so they would be ready to 
sew,” he said.

Chris and his girlfriend also pitched in, a full-circle moment that made Blake proud to have started the project.  “It was nice to pay every-
one at MRC back for helping my brother,” he said.
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Student Ministry Partners with Bahamas Methodist Habitat
Photo right: A member of the student ministry stabilizes another member while they do work 
on a home.

On May 30, 2015, the student ministry at First United Methodist Church in Columbus, Missis-
sippi, traveled to the island of Eleuthera in the Bahamas. They went to partner with Bahamas 
Methodist Habitat in order to serve the people of the island. For a second time in 12 months, 
a group of 40 students and adults completed various types of construction on four families’ 
houses.

While on the island, the group was able to attend a church service and bible study at Wes-
leyan Methodist Church.  

Throughout the week, the group met collectively for a bible study on the topics of oppression 
and injustice. Students were challenged take what they learned from this eye opening experi-
ence to help their own community back home.

In preparation for the mission trip, the students conducted numerous fundraisers including a 
tennis tournament and silent auction. Thanks to the fundraising efforts, the students were able 
to raise around $40,000 for the mission trip.

Churches Combine for ‘Unplugged’  
By Rev. Curtis Bray, Shaeffer’s Chapel UMC and New Hope UMC 

At our Lowndes County Cluster Revival in September 2014, Bishop James Swanson Sr. challenged us to go beyond our perceived 
boundaries and seek to build God’s Kingdom. At Shaeffer’s Chapel UMC, we often feel confined because of our location in the country, 
but yet we knew there were folks everywhere that needed the love of Christ. Last year, we started a bus ministry to pick up youth for 
our youth activities and worship – mostly kids who were not in church, but had been asked by our youth to visit. We soon realized that 
100 percent of these youth came from the New Hope area which was about 20 miles from 
Shaeffer’s Chapel. It was then that we approached Rev. Sarah Windham, pastor of New Hope 
UMC, with an idea that might benefit both churches.  

In her enthusiasm over this possible partnership, at the onset Rev. Windham said, “God has 
given me a great church in New Hope UMC.  They love all people and want to be engaged in 
ministry... This is also an opportunity for two very different churches to come together offering 
their resources for a combined ministry. What an opportunity! May God keep us focused, and 
we expect the Holy Spirit do something amazing.”  

We decided to go forward and make our Wednesday evening youth meeting, Unplugged, a combined effort of both churches. Although 
some said it would not work, we were not deterred. Since starting this cooperative effort, the number of youth coming to Unplugged has 
doubled!  

Our prayer is that God will continue to plant new ideas and use both churches to work together to build His Kingdom, make new dis-
ciples, and transform the world through Christ Jesus! 

Humbled by Prayer    
By Cynthia Laird, Member of the Senatobia District Mission Team

Photo right: Rev. Amanda Gordon, with her back to camera, addresses members of 
the Senatobia Mission Team during a prayer service.

On Saturday, June 20, 2015, Southaven First United Methodist Church hosted the 
Senatobia District United Methodist Volunteers In Mission (UMVIM) 2015 prayer 
service.  For months, prayer partners have been diligently praying for God’s grace and 
power for the mission.  First, we gathered for a potluck meal as some of us met our 
prayer partners for the first time.  What a blessing to see those smiling enthusiastic 
faces, and to know the deep Christian love that they feel for the Lord and His work. 

After the meal, we joined for the prayer service in the sanctuary.  Cheryl Denley led the 
service, Joann Freeman offered a prayer for the mission, and Rev. Amanda Gordon, 
our mission team leader, shared a message about mission experiences from last year, 
and some new opportunities awaiting us this year.   

Then the team members joined with their prayer partners for individual prayers.  Finally, we shared in a covenant prayer at the altar 
while our prayer partners laid hands on our shoulders.  It is very humbling to know that someone values your service to God so much 
that they continually offer up prayers for you.
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Our mission trip will take place on July 4 - 11, 2015. There are 15 members on the team this year, just like last year. Half of the mem-
bers from the team last year are returning to El Salvador. We look forward to seeing El Salvador with a fresh vision through the eyes of 
the new team members.  We also look forward to experiencing God as we work with and learn more about the people of El Salvador.  
Please pray for the safety for our team as we travel, and that our team and the people we encounter in El Salvador will together experi-
ence God’s grace, power, and love in a miraculous way.  

Administry

New MS Conference Email Addresses
The Mississippi Conference staff, the conference district superintendents and the district offices have new email addresses effective 
July 1, 2015. To download the new email directory, go to http://tinyurl.com/peznvwf.

Administry Going Forward at the Direction of the 2015 Annual Conference
The 2015 Session of the Mississippi Annual Conference is now a part of history and the financial direction of the annual conference is in 
the book! The body voted significant changes in the Mission Share /Direct Invoicing Funding Plan.

Beginning January 1, 2016 the conference treasurer has been directed by the annual conference to begin direct invoicing the cost of 
medical benefits for the active clergy. This will see the 2015 level of $3,547,500 on the current line 7 in the apportioned mission shares 
decrease to $2,365.000 in 2016, $1,182,500 in 2017 and to -0- in 2018.

The balance of the cost of the Clergy Medical Insurance Plan will be direct invoiced to the local churches that are appointed a pastor 
eligible to be on the Conference Group plan. Eligibility is based on the Affordable Care Act criteria of providing insurance currently to a 
person serving ¾ time. The Board of Medical Benefits recommended and the Annual Conference affirmed that to be a clergy eligible for 
health insurance coverage, a total compensation package of 75% of the minimum salary for a full-time local pastor must be earned. The 
base on which the Direct Invoice will be the same as currently used for the Pension Plan Direct Invoice. The 2016 rate will be 11.5% 
phased in over a three (3) year period. If the rate remains constant as projected, then the billing will be 3.83% in 2016, 7.67% in 2017, 
and 11.5% in 2018.

David Stotts, conference treasurer says he is looking into having one invoice for both Pension and Health Benefits. This will allow for 
the church to write one check and mail it to the Direct Bill Invoice. This will also save the annual conference time and reduce costs by 
having only one lock box and one accounts receivable program to maintain. He said that an announcement would be made in the fall as 
to how this invoicing will work beginning January 1, 2016.

The Council on Finance and Administration (CFA) Chair Reverend Dr. Giles Lindley reviewed with the annual conference the 2016 
Mission Share Budget as recommended by the CFA. With the direct invoicing in place, the promise of a level budget from 2015 to 2016 
was maintained. The budget to apportion to Mission Shares was reduced for the direct invoice amount and it was set at $14,417,500.

Conference Treasurer David Stotts will prepare the apportioned amount of Mission Shares for each church in accordance with the for-
mula approved in CFA Report # 1 and distribute those amounts in August 2015 along with the District Mission Shares.

Other action on the budget saw the approval of the request for withdrawal by The Methodist Children’s Home and the Baddour Center 
from the apportioned mission shares in favor of a Special Sunday Offering. This is the same model the Methodist Senior Services has 
been following for many years now. This request came to the CFA in January and was approved to be carried forward to the Annual 
Conference for action. Both entities were thankful for the years that they had been nurtured in the Mission Shares and they believed 
that it was now time for them to move out making room for other ministries.

David Stotts presented the Conference Treasurer’s report and challenged the churches to step up their generosity to mission and 
ministry work in 2015. After finishing in 2015 with a two year decline in percentage pay out, he stated that the trend that is measured 
in May of each year shows that the 2015 giving systemically to the mission shares is improving. This year 437 churches achieved that 
goal. With continued generosity, there is no reason that we could not increase our connectional giving by 4 % and end the year at 85% 
strong.

The consent agenda saw the approval of the Board of Medical Benefits Report recommending no increase in the rates for the active 
plan. The Board of Pension report approved a rate increase for the pre 82 retirees from $512 per service year to $523 per service year 
effective January 1, 2016.

The Administry Executive Team of the conference will continue to provide education events. The 3 “L” Academy for the clergy around 
Stewardship and the pension program will be held August 17-18, 2015, at the Hilton on County Line Road in Jackson. The Conference 
Board of Pension is offering scholarships to the under 40 clergy to attend the revITup event in Chicago in October. This event is spon-
sored by the General Board of Pension. Administry will be taught in the Tupelo, Hattiesburg and Greenwood districts this fall. As usual, 
resources are available from the conference treasurer on the distribution and use of the mission shares.
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Retiree Insurance Program 
Mississippi Conference Benefits Office   

There is exciting news for the clergy who are 65 and over and who are not serving in an appointment that qualifies for health cover-
age in the conference plan. Many had requested ways to lower their premiums for the Medicare Supplement. David Stotts, Conference 
Benefits Officer made the following announcement of the new program at the Retiree Banquet at Annual Conference.  

The Conference Board of Medical Benefits provides access to retiree insurance as required by the 2012 Discipline. The Board has 
negotiated a fully insured program entitled Retiree Benefit Choice through our current provider, AmWINS. Open enrollment will be in the 
fall of each year for a plan beginning the following January 1. 

Effective July 1, 2015, the clergy and dependents that are 65 and over, Medicare eligible, and not eligible for the conference self-
insured active plan will have access to this plan. Clergy who are eligible for the retiree program but who are appointed to serve a local 
church or ministry and qualify for the self-insured plan shall be included in the self-insured plan. Those who are qualified for the confer-
ence self-insured plan because of their appointment and are on the AmWINS plan as of June 30, 2015 may remain on the plan unless 
they have a change in appointment qualifying for conference provided insurance.

This plan provides the following three options:

The Board of Medical Benefits studied options available to reduce the cost of the Medicare supplement to the retirees. Based on the 
study, our current provider, AmWINS, will provide the following options:

• Enhanced Plan: This is the current plan that will be continued. When the rates for 2016 of this plan are provided, they will be an-
nounced.

• Basic Plan: This is a plan similar to the current plan but offering lower premiums by allowing the participant to take some additional 
financial risk.

• Individual Plan: This plan allows a participant to go into the insurance market with the help of the AmWINS support group and design 
a plan that best suits their personal needs and level of premium most affordable to them.

Retiree Benefits Choice will provide the billing services for these plans. The retiree credit will first reduce the billing premium for the En-
hanced and Basic Plans. The Individual Plan will be funded with a Health Reimbursement Account (HRA) earned by the retiree based 
on the rules adopted by the Annual Conference. Participants are encouraged to use the expanded ACH plan which will allow selection 
of draft dates (1st, 8th, and 15th of the month).

The open enrollment dates will be announced and opportunities to enroll in AmWINS Retiree Benefit Choice will be held in various loca-
tions around the conference. Continuing in the current plan or selecting on of the plans above can be accomplished by mail. 

Students

How to Help Children after Crisis 
From Ministry Matters  

In times of crisis, more than anything else, children need our love. They need to know they are 
loved, not with a showering of gifts, but in a physical way. Hug them. Hold them. Let them know 
you are there for them. Assure them of their own safety, but avoid being overprotective, which may 
encourage more fear. Whatever you do, don’t ignore them. Don’t think they don’t know what’s go-
ing on, and don’t pretend that they are too young to have feelings about the event. Acknowledge 
them and their fears and help them learn to cope in a world that is often very unpredictable and 
scary to children as well as adults. To read the full story, go to http://tinyurl.com/ofk2q43.

Banning Boredom  
in Children’s Ministries 
United Methodist News Service (UMNS)   

At Boston Avenue United Methodist Church, children might well cook meal a meal, 
conduct a science experiment and watch a movie while munching popcorn – all to 
understand Bible stories better. Innovation has been the byword for the Rev. Eva 
Marie Campbell, a Saint Paul School of Theology grad who has worked in children’s 
ministries at Boston Avenue for 24 years. Visit www.spst.edu/evamarie-impacting-
children/ to read the story. 
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Youth and Young People Stories Wanted for General Conference 2016 Presentation
From Discipleship Ministries  

Youth and young people in the worldwide United Methodist connection are being invited to share their best personal stories, visions and 
innovations for the church, and two people will be selected to express their thoughts in person at General Conference 2016.

All submissions will be crafted by the Young People’s Ministries (YPM), a unit of Discipleship Ministries of The United Methodist Church, 
into the Young People’s Address, to be given at the quadrennial meeting of the church’s top legislative body in Portland, Oregon.

“Once ideas are submitted, youth and young adults will have the opportunity to vote online for the ideas that are most engaging to 
them,” said Carl Thomas Stroud Gladstone, the YPM’s regional staff member for the North Central Jurisdiction. “All submissions will be 
considered for sharing through Young People’s Ministries’ social media platforms.”

The messages from youth and young people about the church’s impact on their lives and their vision for the future can be either in the 
form of written text or 1-2 minute video presentations. Submissions are being accepted now through July 18 at www.globalyoung-
people.org/gcyp.

For more information, click here http://globalyoungpeople.org/yp_adrress/.

E-Reader Project Expands in Angola, Provides Essential  
Textbooks for Theology Students
By Nicole Burdakin, General Board of Higher Education and Ministry    

Photo right: Bishop Jose Quipungo, Angola East, with the faculty of Quessua 
School of Theology and GBHEM staff.  

The Rev. Adriano Quelende, director of Global Formation for Spiritual Leaders 
at the General Board of Higher Education and Ministry (GBHEM), traveled to the 
annual conferences of Angola East and West, May 12-23, 2015, to introduce e-
readers at two United Methodist schools of theology. 

In Angola, Quelende was joined by Discipleship Ministries’ team to host e-reader 
training sessions at the Quessua School of Theology in Malange, Angola East, and 
School of Theology Bishop Emilio de Carvalho in Negage, Angola West. In addition 
to hosting training sessions on how to use the e-readers, the two agencies also 
signed three year partnerships with the deans of the theological schools. 

A collaboration of GBHEM and Discipleship Ministries, the E-Reader Project is a simple way to give theology schools in remote areas 
access to current textbooks and reference books. Last year, the two agencies signed three-year partnerships with these theological 
schools in Angola. Currently, the project is installed 16 schools of theology in Africa and four in the Philippines. 

To read the full story, go to http://tinyurl.com/pbtx4xp. 

“Way Back When” 

?
Can you name this Mississippi 
Conference lay person?  This 
picture of her was taken way 

back when she was in  
college in the early 60s. 

The answer can be found on page 12!
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Save the Date  |  Announcements

Mississippi Conference Mission u
July 15-18, 2015
On July 15-18, 2015, Mission u will begin on the campus of East Central Community College in Decatur, Mississippi. This year’s Mis-
sion u event will include three areas of study: Spiritual Growth-Created for Happiness, Geographic Study-Latin America and Children’s 
Study-Latin America. For more information, go to www.mississippi-umc.org/eventdetail/1160355.    

SMI Conference 2016: Building Blocks of Ministry 
Oct. 2-3, 2015  
The Student Ministry Initiative Conference 2016 is for youth leaders, clergy and lay, (paid 
and volunteer).  
The goal is to develop youth leaders from around the conference who will be able to culti-
vate impactful and healthy youth ministries. The event takes place at Clinton First UMC in 
Clinton, MS.  For more information, go to www.mississippi-umc.org/smiconference.

Revitup! Young Clergy Event
Oct. 5, 2015
This is an energizing event for clergy ages 25-39. This event is designed to enhance personal, financial and leadership skills. The event 
takes place Oct. 5-7, 2015 in the Chicago Hilton/Indian Lakes Resort located in Bloomingdale, Illinois. Contact David Stotts at 601-354-
0515, or david@mississippi-umc.org for scholarship information provided by the Mississippi Conference Board of Pension.  For more 
information, go to www.mississippi-umc.org/eventdetail/1042386.

Lake Junaluska Peace Conference
November 12-15, 2015
The Lake Junaluska Peace Conference is an ongoing response to God’s call to peacemaking and reconciliation. Affirming the com-
munity of Abrahamic faiths, the Peace Conference seeks to work in partnership with Christians, Jews, Muslims, and members of other 
religious traditions to advance the work of reconciliation and peace. Early registration for this event ends September 1, 2015. For more 
information, go to www.lakejunaluska.com/events/spiritual_enrichment/peace/.

Announcements
General Conference Petition Deadlines
Wednesday, July 1, 2015, is the deadline for submissions of General Conference petitions without digital media. If you are submitting 
a petition to the 2016 General Conference without digital media, it must still be typed, double-spaced and submitted by July 1. Hand-
written or hand-printed submissions will not be accepted. The final deadline for petitions using digital media is Oct. 13, 2015. For more 
information, go to www.umc.org/who-we-are/online-petition-submission.

Under the Acadia Tree Vacation Bible School Available
This vacation Bible school curriculum encourages participants to celebrate the Gospel and 
Africa University. The goal for this VBS is to help children and youth learn that Jesus calls us 
to care for others, even if they are different. It also strives to teach them that Africa University 
is a university for higher education in Zimbabwe, Africa. The Mississippi Annual Conference 
has set a goal to provide 10 endowed scholarships of $130,000 to Africa University. This VBS 
is a great program to support the mission. Go to www.mississippi-umc.org/files/fileshare/
acacia+tree+vbs+entire.pdf for the VBS study. Visit www.mississippi-umc.org/missionof-
feringafricauniversity for details about the Mississippi Africa University Partnership.

Photos from the 2015 Annual Conference Session
Check out the Mississippi Conference Flickr page where hundreds of pictures from the 2015 annual conference session are posted and 
available to view or download. Go to http://tinyurl.com/oh6xz8l to visit the page now.

2015 Annual Conference Session Evaluation
People who attended the 2015 annual conference session are being asked to complete an evaluation survey. The feedback will help 
the conference meet and refine the expectations of holy conferencing. Individuals who filled out a paper survey during the session, do 
not need to complete a new survey. Visit www.surveymonkey.com/r/TMY5G8S to complete the survey.
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Apply for Cooper Fund Scholarship – Deadline July 31, 2015
The Higher Education and Campus Ministry Committee is accepting applications for the 2015 Cooper Fund Scholarship. The Cooper 
Fund annually provides two grants of $1,000 each to students who are juniors or seniors in an accredited college or university and two 
grants of $1,000 each to students in an accredited seminary. All students must plan to enter the full-time professional ministry of The 
United Methodist Church. Funds for the grants come from the interest on an endowment established by Dr. I.W. Cooper in 1906 and 
increased by gifts over the years to assist persons planning on full-time professional ministry.
The application must be postmarked no later than July 31.  Go to http://tinyurl.com/pebwv2b to download the application.

Download the 2015 State of the Conference Address
Visit www.mississippi-umc.org/stateoftheconference to download the State of the Conference speech presented by Bishop James 
Swanson Sr. during the 2015 Session of the Mississippi Annual Conference.  

Delegations to the 2016 General and Jurisdictional Conferences
Visit www.mississippi-umc.org/files/fileshare/2016+delegation.pdf to view the official listing of both the clergy and lay members of 
the delegations who were elected on June 4, 2015 during the 27th Session of the Mississippi Annual Conference.
 
Mississippi Conference 2015-2016 Appointments
Visit www.mississippi-umc.org/20152016msconferenceappointments to view the 2015-2016 appointments from the 2015 Session 
of the Mississippi Annual Conference. The document was last revised June 3, 2015. 

Cares & Concerns
Dr. Felix Sutphin
Dr. Felix Sutphin passed away on Tuesday morning May 19, 2015. A memorial service for him was held on May 31, 2015 on the 
campus of Wood College where he and his wife met as students, were married and returned to serve as President and first lady for 30 
years. As a minister in full connection with The United Methodist Church, He served in many capacities for the Mississippi Conference 
including registrar and chair of the board of ordained ministry, member of the board of pensions and secretary to the board of trustees 
for Camp Lake Stephens.  Donations may be made to the East Central Community College, Felix and Elene Sutphin Healthcare Simu-
lation Fund, in care of the ECCC Foundation, P.O. Box 129, Decatur, MS 39327.

Rev. Clayton Henderson Rasberry Sr.
A celebration of the life for Rev. Clayton Henderson Rasberry Sr., was held Saturday, June 6, 2015 at First United Methodist Church, 
in Clinton, Mississippi. Rev. Rasberry, a native of Carthage, died June 2, 2015. He is survived by his wife, Dr. Sandra Cumberland 
Rasberry; his sons, Clayton H. Rasberry, Jr., and Rusty S. Rasberry; grandchildren, Jacob, Rustin, Baryn and Melia Rasberry; a brother 
Dr. Freddie P. Rasberry; and a sister Sue Malone.Henderson at the time of his death was district superintendent of the West Jackson 
District,and earlier had been district superintendent of the East Jackson District, as well. A scholarship honoring Henderson and Sandra 
Rasberry, to benefit seminary students, has been established at the Mississippi United Methodist Foundation, P.O. Box 2415, Ridge-
land, MS, 39158-2415. 

Six Weeks Raisin Bran Muffins  

Mix cereal, sugar, flour, nuts, baking soda, and salt in large bowl. Stir in eggs, oil, 
and buttermilk. Store in large covered container in refrigerator. Do not stir again 
until ready to bake. Fill greased muffin tins 2/3 full and bake in 400-degree oven for 15-20 min. Makes 6-8 dozen. This batter will last six 
weeks. 

— By Christy and Steve Kindred in ‘Recipes for Recovery,’ published by the  
United Methodist Women of Mississippi City UMC and submitted by Mary Walters

Methodist Tested Recipes

Have a recipe that is too good to keep to yourself? Share it with our Circuit Rider readers. Email your favorite recipes to 
news@mississippi-umc.org.

1 15 oz. box Raisin Bran flakes 
3 c. sugar 
5 tsp. baking soda 
4 eggs, beaten 
1 qt. buttermilk 

5 c. all-purpose flour 
1 tsp. salt 
1 c. salad oil (Crisco) 
1 c. pecans, chopped
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Answer to “Way Back When”
The person is the photo is Kay Barksdale, president of the Mississippi Conference United Methodist Women. She is member of 
Galloway Memorial UMC in Jackson.  Send your throwback images with details to Tamica@mississippi-umc.org.

As a courtesy to the Mississippi Annual Conference, job announcements from across the United Methodist connection are featured in 
The Circuit Rider. To submit an employment notice, send an email to news@mississipppi-umc.org.  Postings are not guaranteed 
to appear more than once in Mississippi Conference publications. To read a description of job opening(s) listed below as well as 
other listings, go to www.mississippi-umc.org/employmentopportunities.

• Full-time Ministry Assistant at Lawrenceburg UMC - Lawrenceburg, KY
• Minister of Music at First UMC - Brookhaven, MS 
• Full-time Director of Children’s Ministry at Christ UMC - Venice, FL
• Part-time Organist at Fairhope UMC - Fairhope, AL 
• Executive Director of Resources at Christ UMC - Jackson, MS 
• Director of Children’s Ministry at First UMC - Punta Gorda, FL 

Employment 

Stay Connected

www.facebook.com/pages/The-Mississippi-United-Methodist-Conference/436491529732524

https://twitter.com/Mississippi_UMC

www.youtube.com/channel/UCSRtxv_Kix8IbYuHKRMLIjg

www.flickr.com/photos/119483421@N02/

Stay Connected with ConnecTText
Mississippi United Methodists with the ability to receive text messaging via phone are encouraged to sign up for ConnecTText. 

The service is another option for people to stay informed about important dates and other conference happenings.

To sign up for ConnecTText:
1. Remember, you must have the ability to get text messages on your phone.
2. From your mobile phone, text the letters ‘MSUMC’ to the number 95577 and press send.
3. Wait a few seconds for a confirmation text and you’re connected!

Mississippi Conference’s Mobile App—MY MSUMC 
MY MSUMC — the Mississippi Conference of The United Methodist Church’s official mobile app — is available at no cost on all iPhone, 
Android, Galaxy and Blackberry phones and their corresponding pads and tablets.

MY MSUMC allows easy access to the latest conference events, local UM news and The Circuit Rider. The MY MSUMC app presents 
users with a unique opportunity to interact with the conference by submitting prayer requests, recording audio of personal testimonies 
and posting comments via facebook and twitter. Plus, the ‘Our Districts’ feature shows a comprehensive list of district contact informa-
tion and even directions from the user’s current location — all from a mobile smart phone or tablet device.

Feel free to leave a comment about the app on the Mississippi United Methodist Conference facebook and twitter pages.


