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The Mississippi Conference Four Core Values are love, generosity, justice and apprenticeship. 
For more information, visit www.mississippi-umc.org/thepowerofwe.
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 Praying for Vandals

Our Values

T h e  P O W E R  o f  W e

Purpose:
 The Mississippi Annual 

Conference—empowered 
by love, generosity, justice 

and apprenticeship—forms 
spiritual leaders, faith 

communities and connections 
so more disciples of Jesus Christ 

transform the world.

Mission:
The mission of the Mississippi 
Annual Conference is to make 
disciples of Jesus Christ for the 
transformation of  the world.

2016 Special Edition  
of The Circuit Rider

is now available  
to view online! Go to:

http://bit.ly/28OxETHShare Your News in  
The Circuit Rider

Contact The Circuit Rider at 
news@mississippi-umc.org.
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United Methodist News Service

Stay up to date on news and perspectives from around the global 
church. Click here to subscribe to the Daily Digest today.

The St. Mark's United Methodist Church family is praying for the 
woman pictured and her accomplice who helped her deface a portion 
of the church. See story in the section Connecting on page 3. Image 
courtesy of WLBT
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Luke 9:51-62 
New International Version (NIV)
Samaritan Opposition
51 As the time approached for him to be taken up to heaven, Jesus resolutely set out for Jerusalem. 52 And he sent messengers on ahead, 
who went into a Samaritan village to get things ready for him; 53 but the people there did not welcome him, because he was heading for Jeru-
salem. 54 When the disciples James and John saw this, they asked, “Lord, do you want us to call fire down from heaven to destroy them[a]?” 
55 But Jesus turned and rebuked them. 56 Then he and his disciples went to another village.

The Cost of Following Jesus
57 As they were walking along the road, a man said to him, “I will follow you wherever you go.”
58 Jesus replied, “Foxes have dens and birds have nests, but the Son of Man has no place to lay his head.”
59 He said to another man, “Follow me.”
But he replied, “Lord, first let me go and bury my father.”
60 Jesus said to him, “Let the dead bury their own dead, but you go and proclaim the kingdom of God.”
61 Still another said, “I will follow you, Lord; but first let me go back and say goodbye to my family.”
62 Jesus replied, “No one who puts a hand to the plow and looks back is fit for service in the kingdom of God."

word POWER

Conference Welcomes Summer Interns

Bishop Swanson is on renewal leave  
until August 10, 2016.

Photo right: Marquice Hobbs and Bishop James Swanson, Sr. posed backstage during the 
2016 Mississippi Annual Conference session. 

Photo below left: Jessica Love pictured backstage during 2016 annual conference session.

Marquice Hobbs and Jessica Love have several common experiences. Both of them accepted 
Christ at a young age as members of United Methodist congregations. While attending college, 
both of them were active in their respective campus ministries and also served on the student 

government association. Recently, they were wel-
comed as interns with the Mississippi Conference. 

Hobbs is an intern under Bishop James Swanson, 
Sr. in the episcopal office. He is a native of Hous-
ton, Texas and is a student at Candler School of 
Theology located in Atlanta, Georgia. He was also a delegate to the 2016 General Conference. 
Love is an intern in the conference communications office. She is from Camden, Mississippi, a 
graduate of Rust College, and currently enrolled in a master's program at the University of Mis-
sissippi. Love is also an ambassador for the United Methodist Black College Fund.

Hobbs and Love will end their internships at the end of July. 
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2016 Annual Conference Recap

2016 Annual Conference Evaluation Survey
Attention attendees of the 2016 Session of the Mississippi Annual Conference. Please take a moment to complete a survey evaluating your 
annual conference experience. Your responses are needed in order to make the 2017 session even better.  
Take the survey at http://svy.mk/1UrkCg8.

Video, Pictures, and The Circuit Rider Special Edition from AC 2016
Live streaming captured the 2016 Session of the Mississippi Annual Conference. Watch video from each day of the session here:  
http://bit.ly/28PHS4I. View pictures from the session here: http://bit.ly/28QrS2Z. To view the special annual conference edition of The 
Circuit Rider, go to http://bit.ly/28OxETH. 
  

2016-2017 Clergy Appointments
View the 2016-2017 appointments from the 2016 Session of the Mississippi Annual Conference here: http://bit.ly/28ZX7cG. This document 
is susceptible to change at any time by the episcopal office. For details on specific appointments contact the corresponding district superin-
tendent. This listing was last revised on June 11, 2016.

Connecting
'Restorative Justice'                
By Tamica Smith Jeuitt, Communications Specialist

A recent post on the St. Mark's United Methodist Church facebook page called for 
prayer for two women accused of vandalizing the church.

"Now is a time for working toward restorative justice for those who committed this 
crime.  We commit ourselves to prayer on behalf of these two women who felt the 
need to lash out against the church."

The senior pastor Rev. Coile wrote the message after surveillance video led to the 
first arrest and hunt for the second suspect was underway.  Both ladies are now in 
custody.  The reason for the crime is still unknown.

Saint Mark's is located on Grants Ferry Road in Brandon, Mississippi.  

The church's surveillance camera captured the women writing obscenities on walls 
and tables, throwing food and breaking down an office door. The damage was con-
tained to the youth ministries area. 

Courtesy of WLBT 
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Coile also expressed his gratitude for the Rankin County Sheriff's Department who released the video to media. Not long after that they re-
ceived tips. Coile and the congregation vowed not let this incident hinder their work in the community.   

To read the pastor's entire message, go to http://bit.ly/28Oyb8a. The surveillance video in a news report courtesy of WLBT can be viewed 
here: http://www.msnewsnow.com/story/32274976/two-women-in-custody-after-church-burglary-vandalism.  

Faith Communities

Daughter Moved by Youths Generosity               
By Jessica Love, Mississippi Conference Intern

Photo right: Pictured are youth members of First United Methodist Church in 
Grenada, Mississippi, visiting Grenada Living Center.  

Sometimes, the best gifts are free. Sometimes, there is no price tag, no gift box, 
or confetti. Perhaps then it is true, the small things, intangible gifts, are most 
generous. Bishop James Swanson, Sr. may have said it best during closing wor-
ship service of the 2016 Mississippi Annual Conference session. "Those who give 
away their love... they have greater capacity to do greater things."

The youth of First United Methodist Church in Grenada, Mississippi are living out 
generosity as The POWER of We, and proving just how great and generous the 
gift of love can be. The flower ministry is just one tier of the youth's summer mis-
sion. 

Throughout the summer, they take arranged flowers to those who are sick or 
simply in need.

Betty Brister, a long-time member of the church, was overjoyed when the youth 
came to visit her mother. In a candid letter to the church, Brister exclaimed that 
she was compelled to send the church-wide thank you, not necessarily for the 
flowers, but for the love and attention the youth gave her mother.  She wanted the 
parents of the children to know their child's impact on her mom.

"Mama was almost giddy when she told me that there were children everywhere 
in her room, backed up all the way to the door. But what stood out to me the most was that she (mama) said they talked to her," said 
Brister who shared how talking made her mother feel special.

"Now to the kids that probably doesn't seem like much, but for young people to take time out of their summer to make a 93-year-old feel 
special just by talking to her -- that's huge," she added.

In addition, Brister expressed that in a time when there are so many negative reports about young people, she is reminded that there is 
still good in the world thanks to a special youth group in mission to merely live out generosity.   

Millions Awarded to Moore Community House               
Moore Community House Women in Construction was recently awarded one of only 14 grants nationwide to 
address child care barriers facing low-income women seeking job training and employment leading to eco-
nomic security. The award amount is $3,545,949.

The Moore Community House, located in Biloxi, Mississippi, is a local mission agency of The United Method-
ist Church related to United Methodist Women. Read the full announcement about the grant from the U.S. 
Department of Labor here: https://www.dol.gov/newsroom/releases/eta/eta20160614.

Local Newspaper Reports Pastor's Call to Ministry            
Photo right: Rev. Jim Taylor, photo courtesy "Jackson Free Press"

The Mississippi publication, Jackson Free Press recently featured the story of United Methodist pastor, Rev. 
Jim Taylor of The Pointe Church in Brandon, Mississippi. The article by Micah Smith reports on everything from 
Taylor's early dreams of becoming a stockbroker to how he's grown the membership at The Pointe. Read the full 
article that first published in the Jackson Free Press here: http://bit.ly/28Qs9CT.
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Seashore District Nicaragua Update              
A Message from David Newton, Dantzler Memorial First UMC

Photo right: This image captured a labor of love carried out by men from the 
Seashore District and the Nicaraguan Methodist Church in Masetepe, Nicaragua.

The Seashore District has been in covenant with the Nicaraguan Methodist 
Church for 10 years. In December of 2016, persons from the district met over a 
weekend with lay and clergy leaders to discuss how we can be in partnership in a 
common vision to fulfill our Methodist vision to "spread scriptural holiness" across 
the world. After days spent getting to know one another, we prayed and commit-
ted to the following: 1. Be in prayer for each other's concerns and thanksgivings. 
2. Open and honest conversation. 3. Respect the priorities set by the Nicaragua 
Methodist General Conference in matters of construction and program. 4. The 
mission is to be a partnership with our district and the Nicaraguan church working 
together.

For the past three years, Wayne Jones, lay member of the Seashore District's 
Poplarhead UMC, has worked with the Nicaraguan Methodist Church in con-
structing sanctuaries.  

Jones and a local construction coordinator work in partnership with the local 
congregation in designing, raising funds, purchasing materials and coordinating 
teams from the Seashore District, the Mississippi Conference and others who join 
Nicaraguan Methodists for a six to eight week project. Lodging, meals, transla-
tors and materials are coordinated through Jones as he works with the church's 
volunteer in mission coordinator.

I am pleased to report Masetepe Methodist Church is nearing completion. Several 
Seashore District congregations (small, medium and large membership) have 
joined together in raising funds and teams. A congregation of several dozen children and adults who have met for over five years under-
neath a tree will now be able to meet through the rainy season hosting worship, discipleship, community service events and a place of 
prayer.

Once their sanctuary is complete, Masetepe intends to join in the construction of another Methodist Church in the Leon area.

To schedule a team for 2017 contact me, Seashore District's Mission Coordinator, Rev. David Newton at newtondavid93@icloud.com 
or 228-475-7888. 

Join a Movement of the Holy Spirit at Day of Discovery 2016            
Photo right: Faith Community Formation committee members from left to right: 
Corey Truett (The Well), Wayne Hill (Crossroads UMC), Raigan Miskelly (First 
UMC, Columbus), Jimmy Criddle (First UMC, Amory) and Leanne Burris (The 
Bridge).

Making disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world is at the heart 
of everything the Faith Community Formation team does. The FCF team is com-
mitted to forming vital faith communities by serving new church planters who are 
passionate about multiplication and established churches looking for new ways to 
impact their locality for Jesus through revitalization.

Do you want to join a movement of the Holy Spirit? Do you think you may be 
called to plant a new church or to revitalize an existing church?

Join the Faith Community Formation Office for a day of discovery and discern-
ment, on Thursday, August 11, 2016, 10 a.m. to 3 p.m., at the Eagle Ridge Conference Center in Raymond, Mississippi. 

This one day intensive program is designed to help you discern your calling to church planting or revitalization, will share key principles 
around what it means to be a church that is more about theological clarity, cultural engagement and missional innovation than the com-
fort and safety of the status quo. The day will include talks by the Rev. William Chaney, representing Path 1 for the Southeastern Juris-
diction, the Rev. Tim Thompson, director of Faith Community Formation and a panel discussion with people who are currently planting 
and revitalizing churches successfully here in Mississippi.

Interested? Want to know more? Come yourself or bring a team from your church. All are welcome -- clergy and lay!

Join the movement: https://mississippi-reg.brtapp.com/DayofDiscovery2016.



6

2016 Methodist Children's Homes Advocate Training
June 23, 28 and 30
The Methodist Children's Homes invite you to become an advocate in your community. Advocates are passionate about promoting the 
mission of the children's homes. They work to educate, encourage, and invite others in their community to take part in our mission.

Join the MCH staff for a fun, hands on advocate training from 10 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. on June 23 in Meridian, June 28 in Jackson, and 
June 30 in Tupelo. For more information contact Robyn Burchfield at 601-853-5000 ext. 1255 or Rburchfield@mchms.org.

CONVO
July 8-10, 2016
A spiritual oasis waits youth convening at CONVO, a weekend beach retreat for students, happening July 8-10, 2016 at the Seashore 
United Methodist Assembly in Biloxi. This year's theme encourages young people to keep their "Eyes Above the Waves" as they take 
time to immerse themselves in worship, reflection and quite time with God. 

For more information and how to register: http://www.mississippi-umc.org/convo16.

The Eagle Ridge Conference Center is located at 1500 Raymond Lake Road, Raymond, MS, 39154. For directions, visit their website: 
http://eagleridge.hindscc.edu.

For more information about the day of discovery and discernment, visit www.mississippi-umc.org/dayofdiscovery or contact Jane 
Horstman, Faith Community Formation Office at jhorstman@mississippi-umc.org or 601-354-0515.

To receive tips, updates and details on events pertaining to new church starts and church revitalization, text 'faithcommunity' to the 
number 95577. (Please note: no space between faith and community.)   

Celebrating Mission Grants  
Anderson's Food Pantry Thrives from Conference Support
Photo right: A volunteer in the Anderson UMC food pantry gives a bag to a visitor.

Anderson UMC has proven that it is so much more than a spiritual oasis, but a vital 
asset to the community at large. For 28 years, Anderson's Food Pantry Mission has 
provided food for citizens of the lower West Jackson area, home to a sweeping de-
mographic of deserving and less fortunate families. This mission has since flourished, 
serving nearly 420 persons a month, but has also enabled the church to hear the cry 
of the community for more than food alone.

"Connect Us," a two-fold ministry, is Anderson's heart-felt response to the commu-
nity's growing needs. In effort to eradicate poverty in the area, the church joined with 
homeless feeding missions of Galloway UMC and Stewpot. According to the associate 
pastor of Anderson United Methodist Church, Rev. Domini Henry, this project became 
a way to connect with people and other organizations that were reaching the disinher-
ited and disenfranchised. Together, they were also able to provide toiletries, clothing, 
blankets, and holiday food items for families. 

Rev. Henry believes that this project was more than an opportunity to feed individuals physically, but "an opportunity to feed souls by 
providing a place of worship to new individuals." This project helped expand the church's premises to comfortably accommodate those 
worshipping and in need.

Anderson is able to provide this service because of a mission grant through the Mississippi Conference Office of Connectional Minis-
tries. In a written report to the conference, the pastor expressed that the church is able to be a witness of God's word according to the 
New Testament. "On a weekly basis we continue to try and reach out to those whom Christ mentioned, in an attempt to feed those who 
are hungry and clothe those who may be naked, literally and spiritually. Having those funds made available to us and also having others 
sew into this ministry has truly been a Glory Sighting in disguise."

Anderson UMC plans to continue this ministry as they build and strengthen the connection between the community and those less 
fortunate, all while serving its greater purpose; to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world.

About Mission Grants
The Mississippi Conference Connectional Ministries Mission Grants are matching grants available to United Methodist churches and 
United Methodist sponsored or related agencies in Mississippi. Grants range from $500 to $2,500 per project, with one award of up 
to $10,000. They are awarded to form spiritual leaders, new places for new people, connections through existing congregations and 
engagement in ministry with the poor; therefore, living out the four Core Values of The POWER of We. 

Save the Date  |  Announcements
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As a courtesy to the Mississippi Annual Conference, job announcements from across the United Methodist connection are featured in 
The Circuit Rider. To submit an employment notice, send an email to news@mississipppi-umc.org.  Postings are not guaranteed 
to appear more than once in Mississippi Conference publications. To read a description of job opening(s) listed below as well as 
other listings, go to www.mississippi-umc.org/employmentopportunities.

• Dir. of Contemporary Worship and Technology at Porterfield Memorial UMC, Albany, GA
• Full-time Director of Children's Ministry at Covenant UMC, Cordova, TN

Employment 

3-L Academy
August 15-16, 2016
Sponsored by the Mississippi Conference Board of Pension, the academy will provide an opportunity to explore clergy benefits, finan-
cial planning, stewardship education and connectionalism as the clergy participants lead the denomination in Mississippi and to accom-
plish the mission of The United Methodist Church. For more information, go to http://www.mississippi-umc.org/3lacademy. 

2016 Local Church Administry Training
Oct. 8 | Nov. 12 | Dec. 3
The financial leadership training provides counsel and guidance to strengthen the administrative and financial abilities of the local 
church treasurer, financial secretary, finance committee members and church business administrators. Successful completion of the 
training session and assignments will result in a Mississippi Conference recognized church "administer." To view the Local Church  Ad-
ministry Training brochure here: http://bit.ly/28PT1XK. To register for upcoming sessions, go to http://bit.ly/28T7OBx.

The Gathering Tour
Sept. | Oct.| Nov.
Coming this fall, The Gathering Student Conference is on the road, bringing some of the amazing artist that youth will see at The Gath-
ering 2017. Attendance to The Gathering Imagine Tour is free. While registration for this event is requested for planning, we welcome 
additional guests. Register here: http://www.mississippi-umc.org/thegatheringimagetour. Make plans to attend where The Gather-
ing Imagine Tour stops in your region! Featuring: Big Al, Lo and DJ Blaha. 

2016 SMI Conferences
Sept 30 - Oct. 1
The Student Ministry Initiative (SMI) movement was developed to equip children, youth and family ministries to embrace a long-
standing impactful plan for ministry in their local church. The Mississippi Conference welcomes Mark Devries, founder and president 
of Ministry Architects, along with the rest of his ministry team to the 2016 SMI Conference at Galloway Memorial UMC in Jackson. For 
more details, visit http://www.mississippi-umc.org/smiconference.

The Gathering Imagine Tour 2017
Feb. 24-26
The vision behind The Gathering is to create a high energy weekend conference for students to gather from all over the Mississippi 
to celebrate the Lord and Savior. Organizers are committed to create a weekend event that is first-class quality with the best worship 
teams and communicators. Go to http://www.mississippi-umc.org/thegathering for early bird registration and more.

UMC Events
Visit www.umc.org/news-and-media/looking-ahead-upcoming-events to see more educational opportunities and other upcoming 
events in the life of The United Methodist Church.  

Chicken Dorito Casserole

       

Layer chicken in long baking dish. Add Doritos (no need to break them up).  
Add corn. Mix soups, tomatoes and milk together; pour over layers. Add grated  
cheese and bake at 375 degrees for 30 minutes.                                  
               — By Gaye Aultman, from "Loaves and Fishes, A Collection of  
                      Favorites" from St. Paul UMC, Ocean Springs, Mississippi

Methodist Tested Recipes

4 chicken breasts, semi-cooked or 
canned, equivalent
1 lg. back nacho-flavored Doritos
1 can whole kernel corn, drained

1 can diced Ro-Tel tomatoes
1 can cream of mushroom soup
1 c. milk
Grated Cheddar cheese
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Stay Connected
• Facebook: www.facebook.com/pages/The-Mississippi-United-Methodist-Conference/436491529732524
• Twitter: https://twitter.com/Mississippi_UMC
• You Tube: www.youtube.com/channel/ UCSRtxv_Kix8IbYuHKRMLIjg
• Flickr: www.flickr.com/photos/119483421@N02/

Stay Connected with ConnecTText
Mississippi United Methodists with the ability to receive text messaging via phone are encouraged to sign up for ConnecTText. 
The service is another option for people to stay informed about important dates and other conference happenings.

To sign up for ConnecTText:
1. Remember, you must have the ability to get text messages on your phone. 
2. From your mobile phone, text the letters ‘MSUMC’ to the number 95577 and press send.
3. Wait a few seconds for a confirmation text and you’re connected!

Mississippi Conference’s Mobile App—MY MSUMC 
MY MSUMC—the Mississippi Conference of The United Methodist Church’s official mobile app—is available at no cost on all iPhone, 
Android, Galaxy and Blackberry phones and their corresponding pads and tablets. MY MSUMC allows easy access to the latest confer-
ence events, local UM news and The Circuit Rider. The MY MSUMC app presents users with a unique opportunity to interact with the 
conference by submitting prayer requests, recording audio of personal testimonies and posting comments via facebook and twitter. 
Plus, the ‘Our Districts’ feature shows a comprehensive list of district contact information and even directions from the user’s current 
location—all from a mobile smart phone or tablet device.


