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Learn how The POWER of We fuels our beliefs.  

A collection of stories that model each of The Mississippi Conference Core Values (tabs shown at 
left); love, generosity, justice and apprenticeship can be found at the links listed below.

LOVE:  Visit www.mississippi-umc.org/love

GENEROSITY: Visit www.mississippi-umc.org/generosity

JUSTICE: Visit www.mississippi-umc.org/justice

APPRENTICESHIP: Visit www.mississippi-umc.org/apprenticeship

Your  Connec t ion  to The Miss iss ipp i  Annua l  Conference

The Circuit Rider
Published  Wednesday  |  May 27, 2015

Debuting The Hour Magazine 

Our Values

LOVE

GENEROSITY

JUSTICE

APPRENTICESHIP

T h e  P O W E R  o f  W e

Producers of the 
weekly television 
ministry “The Hour,” 
announce the launch 
of The Hour Maga-
zine.  The cover of the 
premier issue has a 
sketch of Rev. Keith 
Tonkel, a familiar face 
to fans of the television 
program. See page 3 
to read where to get a 
free copy of the new 
magazine debuting at 
the 2015 Session of 
the Mississippi Confer-
ence June 4-6

Purpose:
 The Mississippi Annual 

Conference—empowered 
by love, generosity, justice 

and apprenticeship—forms 
spiritual leaders, faith 

communities and connections 
so more disciples of Jesus 

Christ transform the world.

Mission:
The mission of the Mississippi Annual Conference is to make 
disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world.

2015 Session of the 
Mississippi Annual 

Conference
June 4-6, 2015

Jackson, Mississippi 
For details, go to 

http://tinyurl.com/m8dchdyShare Your News in  
The Circuit Rider
For submission guidelines, visit 
www.mississippi-umc.org/
shareyournewsinthecircuit-
rider.

Helpful Links
Go to http://www.mississippi-
umc.org/helpfullinks to con-
nect to more resources, tools 
and agency’s of The United 
Methodist Church.
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John 3:1-17
New International Version (NIV)
Jesus Teaches Nicodemus
3 Now there was a Pharisee, a man named Nicodemus who was a member of the Jewish ruling council. 2 He came to Jesus at night 
and said, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who has come from God. For no one could perform the signs you are doing if God 
were not with him.”

3 Jesus replied, “Very truly I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God unless they are born again.[a]”

4 “How can someone be born when they are old?” Nicodemus asked. “Surely they cannot enter a second time into their mother’s womb 
to be born!”

5 Jesus answered, “Very truly I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God unless they are born of water and the Spirit. 6 Flesh gives 
birth to flesh, but the Spirit[b] gives birth to spirit. 7 You should not be surprised at my saying, ‘You[c]must be born again.’ 8 The wind 
blows wherever it pleases. You hear its sound, but you cannot tell where it comes from or where it is going. So it is with everyone born 
of the Spirit.”[d]

9 “How can this be?” Nicodemus asked.

10 “You are Israel’s teacher,” said Jesus, “and do you not understand these things? 11 Very truly I tell you, we speak of what we know, 
and we testify to what we have seen, but still you people do not accept our testimony. 12 I have spoken to you of earthly things and you 
do not believe; how then will you believe if I speak of heavenly things? 13 No one has ever gone into heavenexcept the one who came 
from heaven—the Son of Man.[e] 14 Just as Moses lifted up the snake in the wilderness, so the Son of Man must be lifted up,[f]15 that 
everyone who believes may have eternal life in him.”[g]

16 For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. 17 
For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through him.

word POWER

Bishop’s Journal

Bishop On the Move
Mark your calendars to attend events where Bishop James E. Swanson Sr. will be visiting in the upcoming 
days.

• May 31, 2015 – Bishop Swanson will be preaching at Aldersgate UMC for its  50th church anniversary.  The 
church is located in Jackson, MS.  The service time is at 11 a.m. 

Peace With Justice Sunday is  

May 31, 2015.   

Visit www.umcgiving.org/ministry-

articles/peace-with-justice-Sunday  

for more details.
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Africa University Choir Making the Connection   
Photo right: Two male members of the Africa University Choir browse through clothing at the Ed-
wards Street Fellowship Center Thrift Store in Hattiesburg, Mississippi.     

Photo below left: The Africa University Choir performs June 4, 2015 during the Mission Service of 
the Mississippi Annual Conference session.    

Call this a story of the connection at its best!  

The Africa University Choir took a stop from their tour of the Mississippi Conference to shop at the 
Edwards Street Fellowship Center Thrift Store.    

Established in 1979 as an outreach ministry of the Hattiesburg District of the Mississippi Conference 
of The United Methodist Church, Edwards Street Fellowship Center serves an urban community 
on the southeast side of Hattiesburg. The ministry is centered on the commitment to strengthening 
families and individuals and meeting special needs in the community. The money made from sales 
supports programs of the Edwards Street Fellowship Center.  

According to the center’s executive director, Ann McCullen, members of the choir came to their 
store to buy luggage to replace their broken suitcases. To their surprise, the store manager allowed 

them to take whatever totes they needed 
and gave them a $10 credit to spend in the 
store. Through their shopping, the choir 
was supporting the Edwards Street Fellowship Center.

The Mississippi Conference has entered a partnership with Africa University to 
create scholarships for students attending the United Methodist related univer-
sity. Africa University is the recipient of the 2015 Mission Offering that will be 
received at the Mississippi Annual Conference session on June 4. The choir will 
be performing during that service. For more information about the partnership, 

visit www.mississippi-umc.org/missionofferingafricauniversity. To find out locations where the choir will be performing in Missis-
sippi, go to www.mississippi-umc.org/africauniversitychoirschedule2015.    

The Hour Magazine Set to Debut  
Photo right: The cover page photo of The Hour Magazine was sketched by Anthony Thaxton, 
director of production for “The Hour” television program.  

The long-awaited The Hour Magazine is making its debut at the 2015 Session of the Mississippi An-
nual Conference! There will be three to four issues of the magazine produced annually, according to 
Anthony Thaxton, director of production for “The Hour” television ministry.  

“The viewers of ‘The Hour’ television program are like family to us. As a staff, we wanted to give 
something back to these supporters. A magazine is a format that is allowing us to share some sto-
ries and images that we aren’t able to share on the TV program. We are excited about this expan-
sion of our ministry,” said Thaxton.  

The premier issue contains stories and photos on the life and career of Rev. Keith Tonkel (featured 
on “The Hour”), an in-depth interview with Hollywood character actor Gary Grubbs, and a spread 
about the up-and-coming teenage music group called The Brickstreet Boys.  

Also in the issue is an introduction to the new Hour Gallery and Gifts shop. The shop is located at 
306 Jefferson Street in Clinton, Mississippi. Copies of the magazine are free and may be picked up 
at the shop and at the The Hour booth during the annual conference session. Donors will receive a 
copy in the mail. Multiple copies may be requested for Sunday school programs that support the ministries. For more information about 
“The Hour,” visit www.thehour.org.

Connecting
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Celebrating Mission Grants
Wisdom Ministry
By Tamica Smith-Jeuitt, Senior Communications Specialist

Photo right: On this day, Wisdom Ministry participants packed a room at 
Providence UMC to play bingo.

Since 2008, the Wisdom Ministry at Providence United Methodist Church 
in Abbeville, Mississippi, has been offering activities for its senior members 
and non-members from the community. The program was created to help 
those ages 55 and older cope with feelings of loneliness and boredom. 
Priority at Wisdom Ministry is to celebrate the life that God has graciously 
provided each participant, according to Barbara Adams who started the 
program.

“We provide enough so that they know they are experiencing God,” she 
said. 

The group meets at the church on the first Thursday of the month at 11 a.m. 
Adams said they have grown from five to as many as 50 attendees with 
most of them being non-members. In addition to games and presentations 
on matters that impact this age group, hot lunches are served.

The Wisdom Ministry was blessed twice to be a recipient of the Mississippi Conference Connectional Ministries Mission Grants. These 
are matching grants available to United Methodist churches and United Methodist sponsored or related agencies in Mississippi. The 
grants range from $500 to $2,500 per project, with one award of up to $10,000.

The first gift to Wisdom Ministry was for $5,000 in 2009. This helped start a community garden. In 2014, a second grant for roughly 
$800 helped fund a field trip for the seniors to the B.B. King Museum.

“This is a tiny little church doing big things. I think God is blessing us more for that, so I am most grateful that we were able to get the 
funds, said Adams.

The Mission Grants are possible thanks to local churches that pay their mission shares. They are awarded to form spiritual leaders, 
new places for new people, connections through existing congregations and engagement in ministry with the poor; therefore, living out 

the four Core Values of The POWER of We.

The POWER of We funded in part by your apportioned mission shares.

Economist: United Methodist Church in Crisis 
United Methodist News Service (UMNS)

Photo right: Economist Don House (left) helps lead a discussion about the 
church budget during the 2012 pre-General Conference news briefing at the 
Tampa Convention Center in Florida in this file photo. At right is Bishop G. Lind-
sey Davis. File photo by Mike DuBose, UMNS  

The United Methodist Church has only 15 years to reverse its decline in the 
United States if it is to have a sustainable future, an economist warned church 
leaders. At the same gathering, the church leaders discussed possible missional 
goals to address that decline and enhance the global denomination’s ministries 
around the world. Heather Hahn reports, To read the story, go to www.umc.org/
news-and-media/economist-united-methodist-church-in-crisis.

Northeastern Region Considers Possible Episcopal Reduction
United Methodist News Service (UMNS) 

In a letter to United Methodists in the denomination’s Northeastern Jurisdiction, the conference’s College of Bishops said it is in “prayer-
ful consideration” regarding possible solutions to address the potential reduction of an episcopal area in the jurisdiction. Go to http://
bwcumc.org/letter-from-the-college-of-bishops/ to read the letter. 
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Faith Communities

Byrd Chapel UMC Smile Train
Photo right: Pictured in the photo from left to right are Will Wise, Jan Burge and Caitlyn 
Rork.   

The congregation at Byrd Chapel UMC of Pearl River County, Mississippi, recently 
hosted a special guest all the way New York. Caitlyn Rork, a representative from the 
Smile Train, traveled to the area to thank the church for its commitment to the Smile 
Train project. Over the past decade, the small church has paid for 56 surgeries to treat 
cleft pallet defects of children in developing nations.

Jan Burge of Byrd Chapel is the reason the church got involved with the project that 
eventually inspired youth Will Wise to give more to Smile Train. Wise produced a CD of 
folk and spiritual music about Smile Train for his Eagle Scout project and donated the 
proceeds from the CD sales to the mission.  

Celebration of Ministries  
Held for Superintendents   
A celebration of ministries for Rev. Henderson Rasberry and Rev. Vickie White was held May 17, 
2015 at Galloway Memorial UMC in Jackson, Mississippi. Rasberry will be completing his service 
as district superintendent of the West Jackson District at the 2015 Session of the Mississippi Annu-
al Conference. White will complete her service as East Jackson District superintendent during the 
session as well. A large number of laity and clergy from the two districts gathered for the occasion. 
Rasberry was unable to be present but received greetings and well wishes from those present via 
live streaming to his home.

Left to right: Rev. Henderson 
Rasberry and Rev. Vickie White

Students

Children Receive First Bibles and Lifelong Lessons
Interpreter Magazine

Photo right: Fourth-grader Colyn Chris regularly brings his new Bible to Sunday school at Faith 
United Methodist Church in Goshen, Ind. Photo courtesy of Faith UMC.

If you attended church as a child, you may have received your first Bible from your church family. 
How old were you? Do you still have that Bible? The tradition of United Methodist churches present-
ing Bibles to children continues, often accompanied by meaningful activities.

While many United Methodist churches give Bibles to new third graders, Melanie C. Gordon, direc-
tor of ministry with children at Discipleship Ministries (General Board of Discipleship), says there 
are other appropriate times to give Bibles to youngsters. She suggests giving youngsters a Bible at 
baptism and when families become members of a new church. 

“I also think offering them a Bible when they begin kindergarten helps children see that the church 
is supporting them—something which speaks to our Wesleyan heritage of supporting children’s 
education.”
 
A Year of Learning
At Myers Park United Methodist Church in Charlotte, N.C., third-graders receive their Bibles in September and then spend the year 
learning about them.

Myers Park hosts a Bible banquet a week before the children receive their Bibles. A rehearsal for the Bible presentation precedes a 
sit-down dinner for the children and their families, says Sarah C. Sumner, director of children’s ministries. (Asked for tips about the 
banquet, Sumner quipped, “Don’t serve spaghetti!”)

On Bible Sunday, the children, usually more than 80, are divided into groups—one group for each service—and the church presents the 
Bibles. “Presenting all of the Bibles at one service is too long,” Sumner says. “Also, by presenting Bibles at all services, the day truly be-
comes Bible Sunday for all who attend.” To continue reading the story, go to www.interpretermagazine.org/topics/children-receive-
first-bibles-and-lifelong-lessons.
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“Way Back When” 

?
Can you name this Mississippi 
Conference clergy person? He 

is a former member of the con-
ference staff. This photo of him 
was taken way back in 1975. 

The answer can be found on page 8!

Save the Date  |  Announcements

Missions Marketplace Now Open Through June 5  

The Mississippi Annual Conference Missions Marketplace is now open for people to bid on items donated 
from across the Mississippi Conference.

The auction will close at noon on June 5, 2015.The proceeds are divided equally between the eleven 
districts to benefit a charity in its area.   

To view items and place bids, go to http://tinyurl.com/peepu4u. For more information about the Missions 
Marketplace, visit www.mississippi-umc.org/missionsmarketplace2015. Please spread the word.

2015 Early Response Team (ERT) Training
May 23 | June 20
The mission of an early response team (ERT) is to provide a caring Christian presence in the aftermath of a disaster. The Mississippi 
Conference needs certified ERT’s to respond when disasters happen. People interested in being part of this ministry can attend one of 
the upcoming trainings. One session will be on May 23, 2015 at Camp Wesley Pines in Hazlehurst. The other session will take place on 
June 20, 2015 at Galloway United Methodist Church in Jackson. The times for both trainings will be 8 a.m. - 4 p.m. This training is for 
.5 CEU credit. To register, go to www.signup4.net/Public/ap.aspx.
  
Nexus Youth Day @ Annual Conference   
June 3, 2015
NEXUS is a one-day event planned and designed by the Conference Council on Youth 
Ministry (CCYM). Youth are on site during the yearly sessions of the Mississippi Annual 
Conference with the clergy and lay members and are always invited to be a part of the main 
session. This day includes concerts, worship, speakers, games and much more.

Go to www.mississippi-umc.org/nexus for details.  

2015 CONVO 
July 10-12, 2015  
CONVO has been meeting every summer for the past 30 years. It is a weekend beach 
retreat at Seashore Assembly in Biloxi for youth. The event is planned and designed by 
the Conference Council on Youth Ministry (CCYM).  Each year this is a fantastic weekend 
filled with worship, small groups and lots of fun. This camp is a great place for students 
to be in connection and grow their faith. Visit www.mississippi-umc.org/convo for more 
information.
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Bethlehem Center Tablescapes Fundrasier
June 20, 2015
Make plans to attend the Bethlehem Center tablescapes fundraiser on June 20, 2015 at Central UMC in Jackson, Mississippi. Sponsor-
ships, ads and tickets are available for purchase now. Bethlehem Center is a related institution of The United Methodist Church in Jack-
son. The center serves low to moderate income families and offers daily childcare and afterschool care. For more information, contact 
Mattie Johnson at 601-355-0224 or go to http://files.ctctcdn.com/c6cffd0c001/a0da1f13-cd43-483c-8ddf-95a3a1762a46.pdf.  
 
Find the Power for Ministry in Your Local Church
Aug. 22, 2015
Multi-presenters and resources will be available at St. Matthew’s United Methodist Church on Saturday, Aug. 22, 2015. The time is 9 
a.m. - 3:30 p.m.   There will be information for children’s, youth and adult ministries.  

The cost is $15.00 (includes lunch and registration). Cokesbury materials will also be available for review and purchase! St. Matthew’s 
UMC is located at 7427 Old Canton Road in Madison, Mississippi. For more information call 601-856-9581 or email stacy@stm-umc.
org. 
 
SEJ Clergywomen Consultation 
Oct. 26 - 29, 2015
Feeling tired? Needing Inspiration?  Thirsty for renewal? Come to the Well! Save the date to attend the SEJ Clergywomen Consulta-
tion 2015. This will take place at Epworth By the Sea in St. Simons Island, Georgia.  More details and registration is coming soon. Visit 
http://tinyurl.com/qhwsa6n to learn how to stay informed about this event.  
 
UMC Events Across the Connection
Visit www.umc.org/news-and-media/looking-ahead-upcoming-events to view educational opportunities and other upcoming events 
in the life of The United Methodist Church.

Cares & Concerns
Julia Estelle Jones, 95, of Kosciusko, died Friday, May 22, 2015, in Eupora. Funeral services were Sunday, May 24, at Shady Grove 
Church. The Rev. John Moore and Rev. Ron McDougald officiated. Jones was an ordained United Methodist Deconess, and community 
church worker, serving in Illinois and North Mississippi. Memorials may be sent to Shady Grove Cemetery, P.O. Box 1304, Kosciusko, 
MS 39090. 

The Rev. Lawrence “Larry” Albert Creel, retired clergy of the East Jackson District, passed away on Saturday, May 9, 2015. A service 
celebrating his life was held on Tuesday, May 12. In lieu of flowers, consider a donation to the Rev. Larry Creel and Nancy Lyle Creel 
Endowment for Ministerial Scholarships, P.O. Box 2415, Ridgeland, MS 39158. 

Cheesy Catfish  

Combine cheese, flour, salt, pepper and paprika in a bowl. Mix egg and milk. Dip 
fish in egg mixture, and then in cheese mixture to coat well. Place aluminum foil in 13x9x2-inch baking dish and place fish on foil. Pour 
margarine over fish and bake at 350 degrees until golden brown.

— By Ann Duke in After the Harvest published by Columbus First UMC

Methodist Tested Recipes

Have a recipe that is too good to keep to yourself? Share it with our Circuit Rider readers. Email your favorite recipes to 
news@mississippi-umc.org.

6 pan catfish, dressed
3/4 c. Parmesan cheese
1/4 c. flour
1/2 tsp. salt
1/2 tsp. pepper

1 tsp. paprika
1 egg, beaten
1 T. milk
1/4 c. margarine, melted
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Answer to “Way Back When”
The person in the picture is Rev. Steve Casteel, pastor at Clinton First UMC in Clinton, Mississippi. Casteel is a former director of 
communications and connectional ministries for the Mississippi Conference. Send your throwback images with details to Tamica@
mississippi-umc.org.

As a courtesy to the Mississippi Annual Conference, job announcements from across the United Methodist connection are featured in 
The Circuit Rider. To submit an employment notice, send an email to news@mississipppi-umc.org.  Postings are not guaranteed 
to appear more than once in Mississippi Conference publications. To read a description of job opening(s) listed below as well as 
other listings, go to www.mississippi-umc.org/employmentopportunities.

• Director of Youth Ministries at First UMC - Montgomery, AL 

Employment 

Stay Connected

www.facebook.com/pages/The-Mississippi-United-Methodist-Conference/436491529732524

https://twitter.com/Mississippi_UMC

www.youtube.com/channel/UCSRtxv_Kix8IbYuHKRMLIjg

www.flickr.com/photos/119483421@N02/

Stay Connected with ConnecTText
Mississippi United Methodists with the ability to receive text messaging via phone are encouraged to sign up for ConnecTText. 

The service is another option for people to stay informed about important dates and other conference happenings.

To sign up for ConnecTText:
1. Remember, you must have the ability to get text messages on your phone.
2. From your mobile phone, text the letters ‘MSUMC’ to the number 95577 and press send.
3. Wait a few seconds for a confirmation text and you’re connected!

Mississippi Conference’s Mobile App—MY MSUMC 
MY MSUMC — the Mississippi Conference of The United Methodist Church’s official mobile app — is available at no cost on all iPhone, 
Android, Galaxy and Blackberry phones and their corresponding pads and tablets.

MY MSUMC allows easy access to the latest conference events, local UM news and The Circuit Rider. The MY MSUMC app presents 
users with a unique opportunity to interact with the conference by submitting prayer requests, recording audio of personal testimonies 
and posting comments via facebook and twitter. Plus, the ‘Our Districts’ feature shows a comprehensive list of district contact informa-
tion and even directions from the user’s current location — all from a mobile smart phone or tablet device.

Feel free to leave a comment about the app on the Mississippi United Methodist Conference facebook and twitter pages.


