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The Mississippi Conference Four Core Values are love, generosity, justice and apprenticeship. 
For more information, visit www.mississippi-umc.org/thepowerofwe.
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'A Way Forward'

Our Values

T h e  P O W E R  o f  W e

Purpose:
 The Mississippi Annual 

Conference—empowered 
by love, generosity, justice 

and apprenticeship—forms 
spiritual leaders, faith 

communities and connections 
so more disciples of Jesus Christ 

transform the world.

Mission:
The mission of the Mississippi 
Annual Conference is to make 
disciples of Jesus Christ for the 
transformation of  the world.

2015 Special Edition  
of The Circuit Rider

Featuring events from the 
2015 annual conference  

sessions is now available  
to view online! Go to:

http://tinyurl.com/q9xnfsp

2016 Session of 
the MS Conference info: 
www.mississippi-umc.

org/2016smac

Share Your News in  
The Circuit Rider

Contact The Circuit Rider at 
news@mississippi-umc.org.
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LOVE GENEROSITY JUSTICE APPRENTICESHIP

Historically, bishops play an important leadership role in ordering the 
life of The United Methodist Church and helping set the direction to 
fulfill its mission in the world. Following the 2016 General Conference, 
the Council of Bishops responded to a request for their leadership 
around the issue human sexuality. Bishop James Swanson Sr. pro-
vides clarity on the matter to the Mississippi Conference. Read the 
full story on page 2. 

 
Publication Notice: Due to the upcoming 2016 Session of the 
Mississippi Annual Conference, The Circuit Rider will be con-
densed. We will resume to regular format on June 22, 2016. 
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Luke 7:1-10 
New International Version (NIV)
The Faith of the Centurion

7 When Jesus had finished saying all this to the people who were listening, he entered Capernaum. 2 There a centurion’s servant, whom his 
master valued highly, was sick and about to die. 3 The centurion heard of Jesus and sent some elders of the Jews to him, asking him to come 
and heal his servant. 4 When they came to Jesus, they pleaded earnestly with him, “This man deserves to have you do this, 5 because he 
loves our nation and has built our synagogue.” 6 So Jesus went with them.

He was not far from the house when the centurion sent friends to say to him: “Lord, don’t trouble yourself, for I do not deserve to have you 
come under my roof. 7 That is why I did not even consider myself worthy to come to you. But say the word, and my servant will be healed. 8 
For I myself am a man under authority, with soldiers under me. I tell this one, ‘Go,’ and he goes; and that one, ‘Come,’ and he comes. I say to 
my servant, ‘Do this,’ and he does it.”

9 When Jesus heard this, he was amazed at him, and turning to the crowd following him, he said, “I tell you, I have not found such great faith 
even in Israel.” 10 Then the men who had been sent returned to the house and found the servant well.

word POWER

The offices of the Mississippi United Methodist 
Conference will be closed in observance of 
Memorial Day on Monday, May 30, 2016. 
Offices will re-open on Tuesday, May 31 at 

normal business hours.

www.mississippi-umc.org/MSAU 
partnership

Mississippi Conference Offices 
Closed for Memorial Day Observance

Connecting
Bishop Swanson Offers Clarity Following  
Council of Bishops Post-GC Meeting   
The United Methodist Council of Bishops met on May 21 following the close 
of General Conference for worship and prayer for the ongoing unity of The 
United Methodist Church.

The Saturday meeting was planned prior to presenting "An Offering for a 
Way Forward" [http://s3.amazonaws.com/Website_Properties/general-
conference/2016/documents/council-bishops-statement-offering-
way-forward-may-18-gc2016.pdf] to the 2016 General Conference, but 
recognizing the importance of moving forward with the proposal, the council 
utilized the opportunity to discuss the possible framework for forming a com-
mission and identify some of the qualities and characteristics needed among 
its membership.

Meeting in executive session due to the sensitive nature of the discussion, 
the council processed the conversations over the previous ten days and identified next steps. The council charged the executive commit-
tee with designing the process for forming a commission and creating a timeline for the proposal, recognizing the need to take time to make 
conscientious decisions yet not delaying the process.
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The executive committee agreed to have ongoing conversation and plans to schedule a meeting before the regularly scheduled meeting in 
July.

The bishops determined that the proposal required further clarity, purpose and vision and agreed to appoint a small group to provide the clarity 
needed. The council also agreed to form a communication team that will keep the church regularly informed at each step of the process.

Bishop James Swanson Sr. released a message to the Mississippi Conference on the subject. 
Having returned from General Conference, there is a lot of speculation about the many conver-
sations that took place pertaining to human sexuality. Due to the various viewpoints at General 
Conference on this subject matter, the Council of Bishops was asked to lead the church in this hu-
man sexuality discussion. In hopes of giving you some points of clarity, I would like to share some 
highlights from the Council of Bishops' proposal of "An Offering for a Way Forward. 

• We acknowledge that deep divisions exist in the church about human sexuality, but we believe 
there are options other than restructuring. We do not desire to split the church, and we seek unity 
for the sake of our mission and witness.

• For the first time, a General Conference appealed to the Council of Bishops [http://www.umc.
org/who-we-are/council-of-bishops] to lead legislatively as well as spiritually, a responsibility that 
has been reserved for the body. We humbly accepted this challenge to find a way forward and we 
thank the body for affirming our proposal.

• The Council will lead a process to help the church move forward. This process has not yet been 
fully developed, but the Council will report to the church as we continue our conversations. It is yet 
to be determined whether there will be a special session of the General Conference.

• We postponed any changes in our positions on human sexuality, and the Council will create a 
Commission to examine and possibly revise sections of church law regarding human sexuality. The Commission will include representation 
from every region of the UMC and from different perspectives.

• We will not be able to build trust unless these conversations are candid and do not carry incrimination. We are committed to a different kind 
of conversation that invites people to imagine where God wants the church to go.

• No changes have been made to the Book of Discipline [https://www.cokesbury.com/forms/DynamicContent.aspx?id=87&pageid=920] 
regarding our official positions on matters of human sexuality. The prohibitions outlined in church law still exist, but we have committed to 
explore options to help avoid further complaints, trials and harm while upholding the Discipline.

More updates and information about General Conference will be forthcoming.

Blessings,
Bishop James E. Swanson, Sr.

For a wrap-up of General Conference 2016, go to 
http://www.umc.org/news-and-media/gc2016-wraps-up-with-budget-divestment 

for a full report by Joey Butler, United Methodist News Service. 

Picture Album of MS Delegation at GC2016        
Photo right:  The Mississippi Conference delegation pictured from left to right: Timo-
thy Crisler, Rev. Mike Childs, Turner Arant, Ann LaSalle, Rev. Fred Britton, Lauren 
Sledge, Rev. Stephen Sparks, Rev. Mitchell Hedgepeth, Anne Harrington, David 
Beckley, Rev. Mattie Gipson, and Rev. Zach Beasley

Equipped with volumes of the Advance Daily Christian Advocate (ADCA), an ear piece 
for language translation and a voting keypad, members of the Mississippi Confer-
ence delegation were hard at work during General Conference 2016.   As part of the 
top policy-making body of The United Methodist Church, they served among 864 
delegates responsible for revising church law, as well as adopting resolutions and 
approving plans and budgets for churchwide programs.  The conference was held in 
Portland, Oregon, May 10-20.  

The Rev. Mattie Gipson was a clergy delegate from Mississippi for the third time.  She said she was thankful to attend and prayerful that God 
was pleased with her service. As we sit and hear and we pray, it is a good thing to hear not only our perspectives but to hear the perspective 
of others but keeping in mind that is God whom we serve."

For lay delegate, Turner Arant, General Conference 2016 was his fifth conference representing Mississippi.
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"The Lord has blessed me and I want to be obedient to Him and I have been put in this situation and my Christian friends encourage me."

The General Conference meets every four years. 

To view a picture album of the Mississippi delegation at General Conference 2016, go to https://www.flickr.com/photos/119483421@N02/
sets/72157666350899093.   

Delmar Robinson: Faithful Methodist Departed at 78
Delmar Robinson, photo right,  a layman highly respected for his gifts to The United Methodist Church passed 
away on May 18, 2016.

Robinson was a sixth generation Mississippian born in Biloxi, 78 years ago. He was a member of The United 
Methodist Church for over 56 years, serving in five different local churches and in four annual conferences: 
California-Nevada, Kentucky, Mississippi and Virginia. He was the lay leader of St. Paul United Methodist Church, 
Biloxi.  Robinson served six years on the Council on Finance and Administration in the Western North Carolina 
Conference, eight years on the Council on Finance and Administration in the Mississippi Conference, four years as 
president of the Council on Finance and Administration of The Mississippi Conference.  He was recently serving on 
the General Council of Finance Administration. His passion in the church was teaching adult Sunday school and 
assisting the pastor in facilitating weekly Bible study. Robinson was scheduled to lead a pre-conference workshop 
for the 2016 Mississippi Annual Conference.

Funeral services for Delmar Robinson were held on Saturday, May 21 at St. Paul United Methodist Church.  In lieu 
of flowers, donations can be made to St. Paul United Methodist Church.   

Faith Communities

District Lay Leader Honored for Work at Rust College    
From the New Albany District Office     

Photo right: From left to right, Dr. David Beckley, Dr. James Herod, Dr. Leon Howard, 
Division Chair for Education at Rust College.  

Congratulations are in order to Dr. James Herod, Professor of Education at Rust Col-
lege.  Herod was recently awarded Exemplary Teacher at Rust College by The Division 
of Higher Education of the General Board of Higher Education and Ministry of The 
United Methodist Church which extended this recognition upon nomination by Rust 
President Dr. David Beckley.

The Exemplary Teacher Award recognizes outstanding faculty members at United 
Methodist related schools, colleges, and universities.  Recipients exemplify excellence 
in teaching.  The General Board of Higher Education and Ministry extends this award with sincere congratulations and best wishes to 
Herod.  Herod is the New Albany District lay leader and holds many leadership positions in his local church, Providence UMC in Ab-
beville, Mississippi. 

The Rev. David McIntosh Receives Honorary Degree from Millsaps College        
Millsaps College Publications

Photo right: Millsaps College President, Robert Pearigen, left, shakes hands with 
Rev. David McIntosh, while James Coggin, Millsaps College trustee prepares to add 
to McIntosh's academic regalia, a scarlet colored doctors hood to signify McIntosh's 
honorary doctor of divinity degree.

The Rev. David A. McIntosh a longtime minister at Christ United Methodist Church in 
Jackson, Mississippi, received an honorary degree from Millsaps College during the 
College's 122nd commencement on May 7.  

McIntosh, a 1949 graduate of Millsaps College and the father of two Millsaps gradu-
ates, received a Doctor of Divinity degree.

A graduate of Candler School of Theology at Emory University, McIntosh has a 
long history of service and pastoral leadership in the methodist church. While his career as a minister led him through eight different 
churches in the state, McIntosh is most well-known for his appointment at Jackson's Christ United Methodist Church, the largest United 
Methodist Church in Mississippi, from 1972 to 1983, during which time he organized the church's response to the devastating Easter 
Flood of 1979.
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As a result of his thoughtful management during this crisis, the Christ United Methodist Foundation was created to serve as resource 
for emergency aid. After his retirement in 1990, McIntosh served for the next 20 years as the minister of hospital care at Christ United 
Methodist Church.

Save the Date  |  Announcements
Youth Theology Institute
June 19-29, 2016
The Youth Theology Institute is a free and multi-cultural program for high school rising juniors and seniors seeking to explore different 
careers through a religious lens. This will take place on the campus of Rust College, June 19-29. 2016. Go to http://www.rustcolleg-
ehonors.com/youththeologyinstitute/ for more information.

Coach Approach Skill Training 
June 23-24, 2016 
Over two days participants learn the five basic skills of coaching and come away with a plan for using those skills in their daily lives. 
This training is highly participatory with heavy emphasis on the integration and practice of each skill.  Clergy CEUs available. For more 
information, go to http://files.ctctcdn.com/c6cffd0c001/db3a41cb-4df0-4094-a5b5-ee602080c072.pdf.

Announcements
Center for Music and Worship in the Black Church Experience   
Since being announced this past January, Garrett-Evangelical Theological Seminary's new Center for Music and Worship in the Black 
Experience has spanned the globe. This is a one-of-a-kind North American institute that will provide training in the sacred music of the 
Black church beyond to musicians and worship leaders for the enrichment of congregational worship in diverse contexts. Registration 
for the first seminar will be opening soon. For more information on the Center for Music and Worship in the Black Church Experience, 
visit www.Garrett.edu/MusicWorshipCenter.

Visit Africa University next March with Bishop Swanson
It is time to register now to join the Mississippi Conference in visiting Africa University.  March 20 - 28, 2017 is the dates. Bishop James 
Swanson Sr. is hosting the trip and the board of trustees at Africa University will be celebrating the Mississippi-Africa University Partner-
ship. 

The cost is $3846 from Jackson, Mississippi and includes airfare, a basic tour with guided sightseeing and accommodations.  An exten-
sion is also available that will take visitors north into Great Zimbabwe, Hwange Reserve and Victoria Falls--it truly is a once in a lifetime 
opportunity.

As a host, a person can earn his or her trip by taking others along.  For each full paying passenger under the host's name, the host will 
receive credit towards their trip, thus reducing the cost.

Bishop Swanson said "Experiencing Africa University is the blessing of a lifetime. What Glory Sightings we shall behold!"

Go to www.eo.travel/mytrip. Then put in the tour:  AF17, the date: 032017, the Code: M and the ID#: 38612.  Brochures are available 
from the Mississippi Conference district and conference offices.  If you have questions, email Joy and Jimmy Carr, coordinators, car-
rhaus@comcast.net.

UMC Events
Visit www.umc.org/news-and-media/looking-ahead-upcoming-events to see more educational opportunities and other upcoming 
events in the life of The United Methodist Church.  

Mark Your Calendar
 2016 Annual Conference Session, June 9-11

Pre-conference Workshops, Wed. June 8  
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Skillet Candied Sweet Potatoes  

       

Thinly slice scrubbed potatoes, 1/4-inch. Stir potato slices in preheated canola 
oil (medium to medium-high) until done. Blend melted butter, vanilla, cinnamon 
and sugar in measuring cup. Add this sauce to the potatoes over low heat. Gently 
turn potatoes in sauce while heating through. Serve.                                      
— By Donna Fleming, from "Loaves and Fishes, A Collection of Favorites"
from St. Paul UMC, Ocean Springs, Mississippi

Methodist Tested Recipes

3 to 4 sweet potatoes
¾ c. dark brown sugar
¾ c. butter, melted

1tsp. cinnamon
½ tsp. vanilla
2 T. canola oil

As a courtesy to the Mississippi Annual Conference, job announcements from across the United Methodist connection are featured in 
The Circuit Rider. To submit an employment notice, send an email to news@mississipppi-umc.org.  Postings are not guaranteed 
to appear more than once in Mississippi Conference publications. To read a description of job opening(s) listed below as well as 
other listings, go to www.mississippi-umc.org/employmentopportunities.

• Campus Minister (Wesley Foundation Director) at Delta State University, Rosedale, MS
• Part-time Director of Music Ministries at First UMC of Water Valley, Water Valley, MS
• Worship Ministries Associate at Shalimar UMC, Shalimar, FL
• Full-time Youth Pastor at First Lucedale UMC, Lucedale, MS
• Part-time Treasurer and Nursery Workers at Heritage UMC, D'Iberville, MS 

Employment 

Stay Connected
• Facebook: www.facebook.com/pages/The-Mississippi-United-Methodist-Conference/436491529732524
• Twitter: https://twitter.com/Mississippi_UMC
• You Tube: www.youtube.com/channel/ UCSRtxv_Kix8IbYuHKRMLIjg
• Flickr: www.flickr.com/photos/119483421@N02/

Stay Connected with ConnecTText
Mississippi United Methodists with the ability to receive text messaging via phone are encouraged to sign up for ConnecTText. 
The service is another option for people to stay informed about important dates and other conference happenings.

To sign up for ConnecTText:
1. Remember, you must have the ability to get text messages on your phone. 
2. From your mobile phone, text the letters ‘MSUMC’ to the number 95577 and press send.
3. Wait a few seconds for a confirmation text and you’re connected!

Mississippi Conference’s Mobile App—MY MSUMC 
MY MSUMC—the Mississippi Conference of The United Methodist Church’s official mobile app—is available at no cost on all iPhone, 
Android, Galaxy and Blackberry phones and their corresponding pads and tablets. MY MSUMC allows easy access to the latest confer-
ence events, local UM news and The Circuit Rider. The MY MSUMC app presents users with a unique opportunity to interact with the 
conference by submitting prayer requests, recording audio of personal testimonies and posting comments via facebook and twitter. 
Plus, the ‘Our Districts’ feature shows a comprehensive list of district contact information and even directions from the user’s current 
location—all from a mobile smart phone or tablet device.


