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The Mississippi Conference Four Core Values are love, generosity, justice and apprenticeship. 
For more information, visit www.mississippi-umc.org/thepowerofwe.
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"God is in Control"

Our Values

T h e  P O W E R  o f  W e

Purpose:
 The Mississippi Annual 

Conference—empowered 
by love, generosity, justice 

and apprenticeship—forms 
spiritual leaders, faith 

communities and connections 
so more disciples of Jesus Christ 

transform the world.

Mission:
The mission of the Mississippi 
Annual Conference is to make 
disciples of Jesus Christ for the 
transformation of  the world.

2015 Special Edition  
of The Circuit Rider

Featuring events from the 
2015 annual conference  

sessions is now available  
to view online! Go to:

http://tinyurl.com/q9xnfsp

2016 Session of 
the MS Conference info: 
www.mississippi-umc.

org/2016smac

Share Your News in  
The Circuit Rider
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news@mississippi-umc.org.
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LOVE GENEROSITY JUSTICE APPRENTICESHIP

This picture of the Council of Bishops praying for Bishop Warner 
Brown at General Conference 2016 was submitted by Bishop James 
Swanson Sr.  Bishops attend the General Conference but cannot vote 
and different bishops serve as presiding officers during the confer-
ence. Other bishops cannot speak unless permission is specifically 
granted by the delegates. In the section 2016 General Conference on 
page 2, Swanson has message to all.

 Publication Notice: Due to the 2016 General Conference which 
is currently in session as well as the upcoming 2016 Session 
of the Mississippi Annual Conference, The Circuit Rider will be 
condensed. We will resume to regular format on June 22, 2016. 
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John 14:8-17 (25-27) 
New International Version (NIV)
8 Philip said, “Lord, show us the Father and that will be enough for us.”

9 Jesus answered: “Don’t you know me, Philip, even after I have been among you such a long time? Anyone who has seen me has seen the 
Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? 10 Don’t you believe that I am in the Father, and that the Father is in me? The words I say to 
you I do not speak on my own authority. Rather, it is the Father, living in me, who is doing his work. 11 Believe me when I say that I am in the 
Father and the Father is in me; or at least believe on the evidence of the works themselves. 12 Very truly I tell you, whoever believes in me will 
do the works I have been doing, and they will do even greater things than these, because I am going to the Father. 13 And I will do whatever 
you ask in my name, so that the Father may be glorified in the Son. 14 You may ask me for anything in my name, and I will do it.

Jesus Promises the Holy Spirit
15 “If you love me, keep my commands. 16 And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another advocate to help you and be with you for-
ever—17 the Spirit of truth. The world cannot accept him, because it neither sees him nor knows him. But you know him, for he lives with you 
and will be[a] in you. 

John 14:25-27  
New International Version (NIV)
25 “All this I have spoken while still with you. 26 But the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you all 
things and will remind you of everything I have said to you. 27 Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you. I do not give to you as the world 
gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid.

word POWER

Bishop On the Move
Mark your calendar to attend events where Bishop James E. Swanson Sr. will be visiting in the upcoming days. 
• May 10-20, 2016 (Tuesday- Friday) - Bishop Swanson will be attending the General Conference of The United Methodist Church in 
Portland, Oregon.  

For more info, go to  
www.mississippi-umc.org/2016specialcr

www.mississippi-umc.org/MSAU 
partnership

2016 General Conference

Bishop Swanson's Word—"God is in Control" 
By Tamica Smith Jeuitt, Mississippi Conference Communications Specialist 

Photo right: Bishop James Swanson Sr. shared this picture of the Council of Bish-
ops (COB) praying for Bishop Warner Brown, the President of the COB, before the 
General Conference began.

With the 2016 General Conference of The United Methodist Church underway, news 
reports on everything from activities and comments from United Methodists and visi-
tors attending the top legislative body meeting have begun circulating.  The confer-
ence convenes May 10-20 at the Oregon Convention Center in Portland, Oregon.
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Photo right: Communion service during the 2016 General Conference in Portland, 
Oregon. Photo credit Maidstone Mulenga. 

Assuming fellow Methodists will want to stay up-to-date on every action, Mississippi 
Resident Bishop James Swanson Sr., expects people will not only read the articles, 
but have some angst about stories.  For this reason, Swanson is reminding mem-
bers of the Mississippi Conference and others —"God is in Control" therefore "Don't 
panic," especially over information released before an actual vote takes place.

"There will be voting on the rules that will govern our work and some issues. How-
ever, please be aware that all petitions or resolutions must be approved by a vote of 
the General Conference in order to become the law of The United Methodist Church. 
Therefore, unless you receive information that the General Conference has approved any petition or resolution I would receive that simply 
as information."  

Every four years, the General Conference (http://www.umc.org/what-we-believe/glossary-general-conference) meets to revise church 
law, as well as adopt resolutions on current moral, social, public policy and economic issues. It also approves plans and budgets for 
church-wide programs.  

In 1992, Swanson began attending the General Conference as a delegate.  Over the years he said he has been asked--what he expects 
of the General Conference.  His response has not changed.

"We do what we Methodist like to do and that is debate...but at the same time I still have a deep abiding faith in God's ability to steer 
God's church. I believe when all of the talking and debating is over, God's will be done and if I didn't believe that I wouldn't be a part of the 
church."

 During the General Conference Swanson and his counterparts who do not have a say in voting, will be maximizing their presence in 
places like the prayer room and hallways for those who may be experiencing a crisis, need to talk or perhaps need to be reminded—don't 
panic, God is in control.  

Follow General Conference 2016
Photo credit Maidstone Mulenga  

United Methodists from around the world are gathered at the Oregon Convention 
Center in Portland, Oregon, May 10-20 for the 2016 United Methodist General 
Conference. 

As the top policymaking body of the worldwide 12.3 million-member United Method-
ist Church, the General Conference (http://www.umc.org/who-we-are/gc2016-
general-conference-guide) meets every four years to determine the denomina-
tion's future direction, consider revisions to church law, and approve plans and 
budgets for church-wide programs. 

During the 11-day session, which includes worship and moments of celebration, 864 delegates will consider approximately 1,000 legisla-
tive petitions. Simultaneous voice translation for delegates will be available in English, French, German, Korean, Spanish, Portuguese, 
Russian, Kiswahili and American Sign Language.

Worship, special addresses, celebrations, and other plenary sessions will be available via live video streaming at gc2016.umc.org, as well 
as the General Conference mobile app (http://www.umc.org/who-we-are/general-conference-2016-mobile-app). Also available on the 
website will be daily news and feature stories, high-resolution photos, conference information and a "digital lounge" (http://www.umc.org/
who-we-are/general-conference-2016-digital-lounge) featuring short conversation segments with key persons. Stories and daily sum-
maries will also be available by email from  United Methodist News Service (http://www.umc.org/news-and-media/united-methodist-
news) and on Facebook (https://www.facebook.com/umcgeneralconference) and  Twitter (https://twitter.com/umcgc).

Plenary sessions and legislative committee meetings of the General Conference are open to both the public and the news media.   
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GC2016 to consider 3 sites for Heritage Landmarks, 2 in Mississippi       
United Methodist News Service (UMNS)            

Photo right: Children walk past Harry Hoosier Hall at Gulfside Assembly in Wave-
land, Miss. File photo Mike DuBose, UMNS.

Gulfside Assembly, Pearl River United Methodist Church and The United Methodist 
Building on Capitol Hill are nominees for Heritage Landmarks. They represent more 
than 350 years of Methodist ministry. 

To read the report by Maggie Hillery that states two of the sites are in Mississippi, go 
to http://www.umc.org/news-and-media/2016-gc-to-consider-three-sites-for-
heritage-landmarks.

Connecting
Pre-Conference Workshops Offer Something for All   
By Laura Lea Williams, Mississippi Conference Staff

Photo right: Participants in a 2015 pre-conference workshop.

United Methodists, beyond members of the Mississippi Annual Conference, may par-
ticipate in workshops Wednesday, June 8, 2016 at the Jackson Convention Complex.  
These pre-conference workshops will begin at 1 p.m. in the 2nd floor classrooms of the 
Jackson Convention Complex with each workshop lasting 1 hour 15 minutes.

The first round of workshops support the "Focus" as chosen by each congregation 
in the 2015 Charge Conference report. They were asked the question: In the coming 
year, on which one of the following are you focusing to better form your faith commu-
nity? A list will be available to help you determine the appropriate workshop based on 
your 2015 Charge Conference report. 

The Rev. Kerry Powell is co-leading a workshop on shared leadership within the con-
gregation. He will concentrate on improving this from a clergy's perspective while Tommy Dean will be emphasizing improvement from a lay 
member's perspective. During this workshop Powell and Dean will assist the attendees in identifying areas that can be improved for leader-
ship. Powell hopes that the attendees of the workshop take away a simple understanding of how to revitalize church leadership.

"Church vitality can be broken down to achieve ultimate success. It's very easy to break things down to achievable goals, and that's what I 
hope people will understand," said Powell.

The Shared Leadership workshop isn't the only workshop in response to Charge Conference 2015 available. Here is a complete list of these 
special workshops:

• Evangelism with Latoya Thompson and Rev. Marcus Thompson
• Giving/Generosity with Delmar Robinson and Rev. Keith Keeton
• Missions with Rev. David Cumbest and Rev. David Newton
• Shared Leadership with Tommy Dean and Rev. Kerry Powell
• Small Group with Morgan Roberts and Rev. Lindsey Robinson
• Vital Worship with Emily Barlow and Rev. Ben Barlow

These are not the only workshops available. The other pre-conference workshops presented are designed to improve your church's congre-
gation by introducing members to tools and strategies that can assist the growth and revitalization of their church.
Additional workshop opportunities include:

• Church Marketing: How to Effectively Reach Your Community with UMCOM, Tamica Smith Jeuitt and Jasmine Haynes
• Communicating Faith in the 21st Century: Using Social Media with UMCOM, Tamica Smith Jeuitt and Jasmine Haynes
• Doing No Harm: Advocacy Ministries in The United Methodist Church with Reverends Kathy Price, Bruce Case, Susannah Grubbs-Carr,  
Eric Pridmore, and Rick Brooks.
• Faith Community Formation Resources (MissionInsite & Vital Signs) with Jane Horstman
• First Timers with Rev. Trey Harper and Dora Washington
• Generosity 101 with David Stotts and Rev. Mike Hicks
• Grants 101 with Rev. Eric Sanford and Rev. Peggy Gibson
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• Men's Ministry: More than a Meeting with Gil Hanke
• Phases of Children's Ministry with Rev. Karie Sue McCaleb and Mike Howington
• Praise His Name in Dance:  Starting a Church Praise Dance Ministry with Kayla Gilmore
• Safe Sanctuary with Dawn Flowers and Rev. Vickie White
• United to Stop Domestic Violence with Wendy Mahoney, Kay Barksdale and Carl Tudor
•"Wake the Sleeping Giant": Being Relevant and Revitalizing in the Real World! with Rev. Wayne Hill
• Youth: It's Just a Phase so Don't Miss It with Mike Howington

One leader, Jane Hortsman, Mississippi Conference staff in the Office of Faith Community Formation, hopes that her workshop enlightens 
members on the various tools the Conference offers.

"MissionInSite and Vital Signs are both tools that any church can use," Horstman said. Horstman also added that she hopes the congrega-
tions use these tools to aid in their church's growth and revitalization stating that they can be used to the church's benefit whether they are a 
large church or a small church.

Dr. Dora Washington, who is co-chair of the session of annual conference planning committee, as well as, co-leading the First-Timers' work-
shop, hopes that everyone can participate. "These workshops have, in the past, shown a tremendous value for the local church. The work-
shops help increase knowledge and energize congregations to do more vital ministry," Washington explained.
Leaders of all 1,000 United Methodist congregations in Mississippi are encouraged to participate in these Holy conferencing opportunities! For 
more information regarding workshops, including descriptions, please visit http://www.mississippi-umc.org/preconworkshops2016.

Domestic Violence Initiative Launch at AC 2016       
At the beginning of the year, The Circuit Rider reported that the Mississippi Conference 
United Methodist Men (UMM) and the United Methodist Women (UMW) were collabo-
rating to educate Methodists across the state about domestic violence. This follows the 
efforts of the General Commission on United Methodist Men (GCUMM) to eliminate 
domestic violence that also occurs in parsonages, according to GCUMM leaders. 

Since then the UMM and UMW groups have partnered with the Mississippi Coalition 
Against Domestic Violence for resources.

During the 2016 annual conference session in June, a formal announcement about the 
initiative will be made which will include unveiling the logo. The Circuit Rider will feature a series of statics, myths and facts about domestic 
violence. Look for the logo (above right) in upcoming editions to raise your awareness.    

Ministry Thrives in the Midst of Tragedy
By Tamica Smith Jeuitt, Mississippi Conference Communication Specialist 

Photo right: The First Corinth United Methodist Church children's message on Easter Sunday was 
held in Fillmore Chapel due to the fire that destroyed the church.

Photo below left: Photos capture the damage caused by the fire in the fellowship hall at First Corinth 
UMC. 

The phrase—Keep Calm Carry On—may best describe the temper of members at First Corinth United 
Methodist Church after their recent tragedy. On March 13, fire destroyed the church's fellowship hall 
and ruined the power system to the building located in Corinth, Mississippi. All the glass windows were 
busted and the entire structure suffered heavy smoke and water damage. Salvaged church items had 
to be moved to 16 storage units across the city. Despite their loss, Rev. Roger Shock said he and the 
members were more concerned about keeping ministry going.

He stated, "We were already a very strong church and 
this has unified us even more and good things are hap-
pening and still happening." 

According to Shock, good things began happening on 
the day of the fire when Christ UMC said they could use 
their church for First Corinth's preschool program. Within hours volunteers from the church were 
setting up classrooms for the nearly 90 children enrolled in the school. Another good thing was 
that the church had a place to worship. The church owns the nearby Fillmore Chapel and relo-
cated there. Since meeting in the chapel, First Corinth has celebrated three baptisms, five new 
memberships, and a wedding.   Shock said he was grateful to his administration for handling all 
of the business related to the fire so that he could be attentive to these services.
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"I have a great staff. My staff has stepped up and done great things and gone above and beyond." Everybody has bent over backwards to get 
us through this," he commented.

The local Farmers and Merchants Bank also extended generosity to the church. The bank has given First Corinth access to rooms for office 
space-free of charge.   Shock estimated it will be at least a year before they can rebuild and return to the old church site.   He also said that 
the cause of the fire is still undetermined. In the meantime, he and the congregation will keep calm and carry on with ministry.  

Reiff Receiving Award for "Born of Conviction" Story        
The author of a book on Mississippi Methodists will be among those honored by the The Mis-
sissippi Institute of Arts and Letters (MIAL) for works first published, performed, or shown in 
the year 2015.

Winner of the Nonfiction Award is Joseph T. Reiff, pictured right, for Born of Conviction: White 
Methodists and Mississippi's Closed Society. Born in Jackson, Mississippi, Reiff holds a B.A. 
From Millsaps College, the M.Div. from the Candler School of Theology at Emory University, 
and the Ph.D. from Emory. He is currently department chair and Floyd Bunyan Shelton Pro-
fessor of Religion at Emory and Henry College in Emory, Virginia. 

Combining memoir and biography, Reiff's book tells the history and the aftermath of the "Born 
of Conviction" statement signed by 28 white Methodist pastors and published in the Missis-
sippi Methodist Advocate on January 2, 1963.    

The award recipients, chosen by out-of-state judges prominent in their respective fields, will be honored at the MIAL annual Awards Banquet 
to be held this year in the Grand Hall of the Mississippi Museum of Art in Jackson, Mississippi, on June 11, 2016. Readings and signings by 
award winners will take place at Lemuria Bookstore in Jackson on the afternoon of June 11.

For more information about attending the Awards Banquet on June 11, 2016, visit the MIAL website at www.ms-arts-letters.org.
 

Faith Communities

Honoring a Ministry of Leadership: Ray Retirement    
By Cynthia Laird, Certified Lay Servant, Senato-
bia District     

Photo right: Pictured left to right, Richey Bibb 
of Tunica UMC (chair of the Senatobia District 
Superintendency Committee), Bishop James 
Swanson Sr., Rev. Andy Ray, and Katherine 
Ray.  

On May 1, 2016 from 3 to 5 p.m., United Meth-
odists in the Senatobia District and others from 
throughout Mississippi gathered at First United 
Methodist Church in Batesville for a retirement 
reception to honor Reverend Andy Ray.  His 
years of ministry include serving numerous 
churches throughout Mississippi, serving as the Meridian District Superintendent, and he currently serves as the Senatobia District 
Superintendent. 

During the presentations, Bishop Swanson announced that there was a special legacy gift of a scholarship to honor the Ray's commit-
ment to missions.  The name of the scholarship is "The Rev. Andy and Mrs. Katherine Ray and the Senatobia District of the Mississippi 
Conference Scholarship at Africa University."  This is a perpetual scholarship so that each year, a student at Africa University will have a 
full scholarship for that year.  Churches and individuals may contribute to the scholarship by making their check payable to the Sena-
tobia District with the memo notation that it is for the scholarship.  The district address is:  P.O. Box 220, Senatobia, MS 38668, or they 
may contribute to the district offering at annual conference.

To read The Andy Ray That I Know by Tom Wicker, go to http://files.ctctcdn.com/c6cffd0c001/66b117f6-683b-4696-9f44-
021756a84292.pdf. For the article Life of Service by Rev. Danny Rowlands, go to http://files.ctctcdn.com/c6cffd0c001/d193006c-
2593-4f5c-8871-ba43d066f4b3.pdf.
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The Bridge: Open for Worship        
From the Seashore District Office

Photo right: The Rev. Leanne Burris is the pastor of The Bridge, a United Methodist new 
church start in Gulfport, Mississippi.

The Bridge is a new faith community starting in the Seashore District this year. Pastored 
by Rev. Leanne Burris, and led by a strong core team of laity, The Bridge's vision is to be 
the connection between people, God, and community.

The Bridge has worshiped publically twice this spring, with attendance ranging from 100-
150 worshipers. But real growth is evidenced by the replication of small groups, which is 
the primary vehicle we will use to make connections. We multiplied from one to three last 
month, and we will grow by two more again this months. Our connect groups meet from 
Long Beach to Ocean Springs, even though we are looking for our public worship space 
to be centered in D'Iberville. Right now our connect groups focus on learning how to be 
"real life disciples" as we learn the core values of our new church. Soon we look forward 
to connect groups that also center on community mission, recovery, and hospitality.

Pictured on the right is a glimpse of our second worship service held at Edgewater Mall 
(a temporary space) in April. Our core leadership team includes Carrie Rester of Gulf-
port, MS and Sidney Smith of Gulfport, MS. Rev. Cliff Burris (Diamondhead UMC) was 
also helping to lead worship. We are so blessed by the pastors and laity of surrounding 
churches who worship and pray with us; we feel their support as we move through this 
initial stage of growth. We are so thankful for the individuals who worshiped with us who have no church home--some of whom took 
communion for the first time that Sunday.

We look forward to walking with the Mississippi Annual Conference as we build a Bridge for the sake of the Kingdom and to the glory of 
God. We are asking everyone to join us in praying for The Bridge daily at 2:28. Why 2:28? Well, 228 is our area code down here on the 
beach, and we designate a lot of our happenings using that little prompt. So now it is also our prayer prompt! (#pray228)

Save the Date  |  Announcements
Outreach Workshops
May 12, 2016 
First United Methodist Church in Gulfport will offer the following outreach programs beginning new ten-week sessions on Thursday, May 
12, 2016:  

• The Divorce Recovery Workshop is a structured program helping people deal with divorce issues.
• The Grief Recovery Workshop is for anyone dealing with the emotional pain that follows the death of a loved one.
• Broken Rainbow is a program for children who are having difficulty coping with a divorce or death in their family.

Visit http://files.ctctcdn.com/c6cffd0c001/c4c7afe1-dc41-4dc2-8c52-0e1cc6623da3.pdf for more information on any program, or call 
228-229-6851. 

A Salute to Military and Celebration of Freedom
May 14, 2016
The Mississippi Community Symphonic Band will be in concert with a special appearance by Mississippi Swing at Christ United 
Methodist Church in Jackson. This is a free event. For more details, go to http://files.ctctcdn.com/c6cffd0c001/4e27b0ca-a09d-
4133-b536-f864df1a17fd.pdf.

2016 Spring Revival
May 15-18, 2016
You are invited to attend Spring Revival begins at St. Stephen UMC located at 2917 Chamberlain Road in Gautier, Mississippi. On May 
15 service begins at 5:30 p.m. and May 16-18 at 7 p.m. Go to http://files.ctctcdn.com/c6cffd0c001/5892583f-a8a8-4224-afbb-0d57c-
f573af5.pdf for more information.

United Methodist Men Breakfast
June 10, 2016
The annual UMM breakfast and meeting during the Mississippi Annual Conference session will be held on Friday, June 10, 2016 at 7 
a.m. at Central UMC, 500 N. Farish St, Jackson.  Tickets are $15 in advance and $20 at the door.  For more information, contact any 
district UMM president, member of the conference leadership team or Andy Tentoni at ummenm@gmail.com or 662-352-1844. Bishop 
Swanson will deliver opening prayer. The Guest speaker is Gil Hanke, General Secretary of the GCUMM.    The church is one mile from 
the Jackson Convention Complex.
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Youth Theology Institute
June 19-29, 2016
The Youth Theology Institute is a free and multi-cultural program for high school rising juniors and seniors seeking to explore different 
careers through a religious lens. This will take place on the campus of Rust College, June 19-29. 2016. Go to http://www.rustcolleg-
ehonors.com/youththeologyinstitute/ for more information.

Coach Approach Skill Training 
June 23-24, 2016 
Over two days participants learn the five basic skills of coaching and come away with a plan for using those skills in their daily lives. 
This training is highly participatory with heavy emphasis on the integration and practice of each skill.  Clergy CEUs available. For more 
information, go to http://files.ctctcdn.com/c6cffd0c001/db3a41cb-4df0-4094-a5b5-ee602080c072.pdf.

Announcements
Visit Africa University next March with Bishop Swanson
It is time to register now to join the Mississippi Conference in visiting Africa University.  March 20 - 28, 2017 is the dates. Bishop James 
Swanson Sr. is hosting the trip and the board of trustees at Africa University will be celebrating the Mississippi-Africa University Partner-
ship. 

The cost is $3846 from Jackson, Mississippi and includes airfare, a basic tour with guided sightseeing and accommodations.  An exten-
sion is also available that will take visitors north into Great Zimbabwe, Hwange Reserve and Victoria Falls--it truly is a once in a lifetime 
opportunity.

As a host, a person can earn his or her trip by taking others along.  For each full paying passenger under the host's name, the host will 
receive credit towards their trip, thus reducing the cost.

Bishop Swanson said "Experiencing Africa University is the blessing of a lifetime. What Glory Sightings we shall behold!"

Go to www.eo.travel/mytrip. Then put in the tour:  AF17, the date: 032017, the Code: M and the ID#: 38612.  Brochures are available 
from the Mississippi Conference district and conference offices.  If you have questions, email Joy and Jimmy Carr, coordinators, car-
rhaus@comcast.net.

UMC Events
Visit www.umc.org/news-and-media/looking-ahead-upcoming-events to see more educational opportunities and other upcoming 
events in the life of The United Methodist Church.  

Nana's Fudge Icing  

       

In a one quart saucepan, mix sugar margarine cocoa and milk, Bring to a boil  
that can't be stirred down. Boil and stir for 1 full minute. Remove from heat.  
Add vanilla. Stir until consistency to spread. If it gets too thick or hard, thin  
with drops of evaporated milk.                                     
        — By Marquerite Odom, from "Loaves and Fishes, A Collection of Favorites"
                      from St. Paul UMC, Ocean Springs, Mississippi

Methodist Tested Recipes

2 c. sugar
1 stick butter
2 T cocoa powder

1.2 c. canned milk
1 tsp. vanilla flavor

As a courtesy to the Mississippi Annual Conference, job announcements from across the United Methodist connection are featured in 
The Circuit Rider. To submit an employment notice, send an email to news@mississipppi-umc.org.  Postings are not guaranteed 
to appear more than once in Mississippi Conference publications. To read a description of job opening(s) listed below as well as 
other listings, go to www.mississippi-umc.org/employmentopportunities.

• Church Secretary at Minor Memorial UMC, Walls, MS (near Memphis, TN)
• Director of Music at Beauvoir UMC, Biloxi, MS
• Minister to Children and Families at Main Street UMC, Hattiesburg, MS 

Employment 
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Stay Connected
• Facebook: www.facebook.com/pages/The-Mississippi-United-Methodist-Conference/436491529732524
• Twitter: https://twitter.com/Mississippi_UMC
• You Tube: www.youtube.com/channel/ UCSRtxv_Kix8IbYuHKRMLIjg
• Flickr: www.flickr.com/photos/119483421@N02/

Stay Connected with ConnecTText
Mississippi United Methodists with the ability to receive text messaging via phone are encouraged to sign up for ConnecTText. 
The service is another option for people to stay informed about important dates and other conference happenings.

To sign up for ConnecTText:
1. Remember, you must have the ability to get text messages on your phone. 
2. From your mobile phone, text the letters ‘MSUMC’ to the number 95577 and press send.
3. Wait a few seconds for a confirmation text and you’re connected!

Mississippi Conference’s Mobile App—MY MSUMC 
MY MSUMC—the Mississippi Conference of The United Methodist Church’s official mobile app—is available at no cost on all iPhone, 
Android, Galaxy and Blackberry phones and their corresponding pads and tablets. MY MSUMC allows easy access to the latest confer-
ence events, local UM news and The Circuit Rider. The MY MSUMC app presents users with a unique opportunity to interact with the 
conference by submitting prayer requests, recording audio of personal testimonies and posting comments via facebook and twitter. 
Plus, the ‘Our Districts’ feature shows a comprehensive list of district contact information and even directions from the user’s current 
location—all from a mobile smart phone or tablet device.


