
1

The Mississippi Conference Four Core Values are love, generosity, justice and apprenticeship. 
For more information, visit www.mississippi-umc.org/thepowerofwe.
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Proud Papa!

Our Values

T h e  P O W E R  o f  W e

Purpose:
 The Mississippi Annual 

Conference—empowered 
by love, generosity, justice 

and apprenticeship—forms 
spiritual leaders, faith 

communities and connections 
so more disciples of Jesus Christ 

transform the world.

Mission:
The mission of the Mississippi 
Annual Conference is to make 
disciples of Jesus Christ for the 
transformation of  the world.

2016 Special Edition  
of The Circuit Rider

is now available  
to view online! Go to:

http://bit.ly/28OxETH
Share Your News in  

The Circuit Rider
Contact The Circuit Rider at 

news@mississippi-umc.org.
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LOVE GENEROSITY JUSTICE APPRENTICESHIP

Quick thinking on Joshua Swanson's part made this selfie with his 
father, Bishop James Swanson Sr., possible. The bishop surprised 
him by giving him his diploma from Candler School of Theology this 
week. In the section Connecting on page 3, read more about what 
made graduation even more special for father and son. Photo credit 
Joshua Swanson. 

http://www.mississippi-umc.org/thepowerofwe
http://bit.ly/28OxETH
mailto:news@mississippi-umc.org
http://www.mississippi-umc.org
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John 14:15-21 
New International Version (NIV)
Jesus Promises the Holy Spirit

15 “If you love me, keep my commands. 16 And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another advocate to help you and be with you for-
ever—17 the Spirit of truth. The world cannot accept him, because it neither sees him nor knows him. But you know him, for he lives with you 
and will be[a] in you. 18 I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you.19 Before long, the world will not see me anymore, but you will see 
me. Because I live, you also will live. 20 On that day you will realize that I am in my Father, and you are in me, and I am in you. 21 Whoever 
has my commands and keeps them is the one who loves me. The one who loves me will be loved by my Father, and I too will love them and 
show myself to them.”

word POWER

Bishop On the Move

May 15 - 22, 2017 
Bishop Swanson will attend the Connectional Table meeting in Oslo, Norway.

May 25 - June 1, 2017
Bishop Swanson will attend the meeting of International Association of Methodist-related Schools, Colleges, and Univer-
sities (IAMSCU) in Puebla, Mexico.

INM Update

May 14 Methodist Senior Services Sunday Fund
On Sunday, May 14, Mississippi United Methodist congregations will be asked to give to the Methodist  
Senior Services Sunday Fund. Monetary gifts will help MSS meet the financial burdens of elders who  

live on one of the 12 campuses across Mississippi. For more information about MSS and the 
 Sunday Fund, visit www.mss.org.

For more information: 
www.mississippi-umc.org/INMeventideas

 Save the Date! 
2017 Annual Conference Session, June 8-10  |  2017 Pre-Conference Workshops, June 7

http://www.mss.org
http://www.mississippi-umc.org/INMeventideas
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Connecting

Bishop Swanson Presents Son with Master of Divinity
By Tamica Smith Jeuitt, Communications Specialist, Mississippi Conference

Photo right: Bishop James Swanson Sr. shared the platform with Joshua Swanson. Photo credit JaNae 
Swanson-Brown.

Photo bottom right: Quick thinking on Joshua Swanson's part made this selfie with his father, Bishop 
James Swanson Sr., possible. Photo credit Joshua Swanson.   

The heartwarming moment between father and son captured Mississippi Conference Bishop James 
Swanson Sr. presenting a Master of Divinity diploma to his son Joshua Swanson.  

The younger Swanson graduated Monday, May 8 from Candler School of Theology, a part of Emory Uni-
versity in Atlanta, Georgia. He certainly expected his dad to attend, but before walking across the stage, 
he grew suspicious the bishop would hand him his certificate, after a similar experience for another 
graduate.  Super excited about the possibility, he planned to have his cell phone camera ready for the 
big moment. 

"For him to be my motivation through so much of this and for him to be able to present it to me, it was a 
good thing.  He tried to shake my hand in a professional type manner but I was like you better give me 
a hug, and I grabbed him.  I got all giddy inside and thought -- let me take this selfie before I start tearing 
up," he said.

Kudos to the bishop for trying to keep his involvement a secret.  He said he nearly froze when it was 
time for him to move to the stage, but he quickly gained composure.

"He surprised me by pulling out his phone for the selfie. He was so proud that his dad was giving him 
that diploma and that is the part where I just about lost it.  It touched me deeply.  The whole day was just 
surreal," said the bishop.

Swanson said he began sensing the call to ministry after a trip to Israel with his father and members of 
the Mississippi Conference in 2014.   He said his dad's presence at graduation was representative of 
those from the conference who have encouraged him.

 There's been so many people in Mississippi who have helped me along the way and contacted me to 
say they were proud of me.  I want to say thank you to everyone," he stated.

Joshua Swanson has been appointed to Ketron Memorial United Methodist Church in Kingsport, Tennessee.  The church is in the Holston 
Conference where Bishop Swanson served as episcopal leader before his appointment to the Mississippi Conference.

Appointment News as of May 2 
Bishop James E. Swanson Sr. of the Mississippi Area and the cabinet announce more fixed appoint-
ments. Visit http://bit.ly/2r1vHe7 for details and continue to pray for transitioning and returning pastors, 
as well as the ministries of the Mississippi Annual Conference of The United Methodist Church.

Bishop Swanson on Recent Declaratory Decision        
The Judicial Council ruled that the election and consecration of Rev. Karen Oliveto is a violation of our church law. However, according to 
the Judicial Council's ruling in Decision 1341, the bishop "remains in good standing," until an administrative or judicial process is completed. 
Bishop Swanson offers clarity about what that means and what will happen next. To read his statement, go to http://bit.ly/2qtfO3V.

Praying through “A Period of Discernment”
Bishop James Swanson Sr. continues to solicit prayers for himself and those 
involved in “a period of discernment.” Pray for the bishop, the congregations of 
Getwell Road UMC of the Senatobia District and The Orchard UMC of the Tupelo 
District, the pastors of these congregations, their district superintendents, and 
the Mississippi Conference treasurer. The bishop covets your prayer for a fruitful 
resolution as this process is ongoing. To read Swanson’s full statement on  
“a period of discernment," go to http://bit.ly/2ltKThe.

http://bit.ly/2r1vHe7
http://bit.ly/2qtfO3V
http://bit.ly/2ltKThe
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Disaster Response News

Additional Volunteers Needed for Disaster Response       
Photo right: United Methodist volunteers are working with volunteers from other denominations 
to help families rebuild from the tornado. Photo courtesy Chris Adams.     

The recovery phase for damages incurred during the Jan. 21, 2017 tornado in the Mississippi 
communities of Hattiesburg and Petal has begun.

"We are grateful for the volunteers who have already been here and for those who are scheduled 
to come. We are seeking additional volunteer teams skilled in general carpentry and roofing to as-
sist homeowners who are otherwise unable to recover on their own," said Chris Adams volunteer 
coordinator.

There are also opportunities for those with lesser skills to contribute by removing drywall, siding, 
etc.

The nonprofit organization, Recover, Rebuild, Restore Southeast Mississippi, known as R3SM, 
can provide housing for overnight teams up to 40. The rate is $25 per person, per night. Day 
teams are also welcome. Please contact the volunteer coordinator, Chris Adams, at 601-544-5115 
with any questions, or if you have a group of volunteers who would be able to assist.  

Emergency Response Teams Needed       
ERTs are currently welcome and encouraged to aid with disaster recovery in the following areas:

• Those who wish to deploy to Holmes County should contact David Creamer at 601-896-4943.
• Those who wish to deploy to Kilmichael in Montgomery County should contact Moore Memorial United Methodist Church at 662-
283-3405.

Faith Communities

Missions Benefit from Anderson UMC Saturation Saturday         
Photo right: Organizers called for roughly 100 volunteers to make Anderson United Meth-
odist Church's Saturation Saturday a success. Thanks, those who responded, as many as 
four local missions benefited from the ministry. Photo credit Anderson UMC Facebook.   

Members of Anderson United Methodist Church 
recently participated in mission ministry called 
Saturation Saturday. Members spent Saturday, April 
29, volunteering at organizations throughout Jack-
son, Mississippi. Some went to Methodist Children's 
Homes, Salvation Army, Gateway Rescue Mission, 
and Smith Park where they served the homeless. 
Many Anderson volunteers wore T-shirts that read "I 
love Anderson United Methodist Church." 

Among several photos on the church's Facebook page taken from Saturation Saturday, was the 
scripture text of Isaiah 58:10, "Feed the hungry, and help those in trouble. Then your light will shine out from the darkness, and the 
darkness around you will be as bright as noon."

Williamsburg UMC Men Living Out Generosity        
The Men's Club of Williamsburg UMC spent a Saturday sprucing up a neighbor's yard. Eight of them 
trimmed hedges and trees. This project is just one of the many missions that they have either already 
done or have lined up to do. Thanks to the men, Williamsburg UMC has a friend and neighbor that is 
thankful for their hard work! Photo credit: Hattiesburg District News
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Seven Springs UMC Dedicates Lenten Season to INM        
By Gloria Lee, Seven Springs UMC    

A recent offering at Seven Springs UMC benefited the Mississippi Conference campaign, 
Imagine No Malaria (INM). Every minute, a child in Africa dies from malaria, even though 
we know how to prevent it and treat it. But United Methodists can imagine a better world 
where no child lives in fear of a mosquito bite, and with God's help, we'll make it happen!
Seven Springs UMC saved up monetary gifts during the Lenten season. On Easter Sunday, 
the church dedicated them to the God who gave up everything. This is a photo of Easter 
Sunday's altar decorations. The liturgical color for Easter is white, so decorating with white 
tulle (representing mosquito nets) was both appropriate and symbolic. Photo credit Seven 
Springs UMC 

Backpacks Buddies More 
than a Feeding Program        
The Backpack Buddies program at Poplarville UMC is more than a feeding program for lo-
cal kids. The church provides food for 110 children weekly but increased its giving to add 
books, toothbrushes, toothpaste and other hygiene items. The backpacks are for middle 
school boys and girls unknown to the church volunteers. Poplarville UMC is in Poplarville, 
Mississippi. Photo credit: Poplarville UMC Facebook 

 

Four-part Bible Study: Living Out The POWER of We
With Bishop James E. Swanson Sr. 
Link to  access the videos: http://bit.ly/2l1bUbW

Administry

MS Local Church Admins Elected to Southeast Church Network         
Photo right: Members of the Mississippi Conference attended the annual conference of 
the Southeast Church Network. Pictured left to right, are Rev. Dr. Connie Shelton, Wor-
ship Leader; Sherry Russum, Galloway Memorial UMC, Leonard Smith, Starkville First; 
Janice Stephens, Christ Church-Jackson; Stephen Bishop-Brandon First; Donna Runnels, 
Main Street UMC; Judy Salter, Brandon First; Jan Hitt, Meridian Central UMC; Chuck 
Stringer, Corinth UMC. (Not pictured, David Stotts, Mississippi Conference treasurer.) 
Photo courtesy, David Stotts.

Several Mississippi Conference church administrators were elected to serve as officers 
on the Southeast Church Network for the period 2017- 2018. They were named during the 
63rd annual conference of the Southeast Church Network that gathered in Lake Junaluska, North Carolina last week.

Janice Stephens of Christ Church in Jackson is the treasurer.  Donna Runnels of Main Street UMC is member at large. Chuck Stringer 
of Corinth UMC is the vice president.  

The conference agenda covered business administration for the local church including, basis for tax exemption, unrelated business 
income, avoiding and handling lawsuits, worker classification, ministerial federal tax issues, intellectual property, benevolences account-
ing, foreign mission accounting, facility usage concerns and fringe benefits.

The Rev. Dr. Connie Shelton, the superintendent of the East Jackson District, was the worship leader for the conference.

http://bit.ly/2l1bUbW
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Do it Now!         
By Rev. Mike Hicks, Executive Director, The Mississippi United Methodist Foundation     

Now is the time to begin to address the issue of generosity in your church. Tomorrow will be too late. One-third 
of 2017 has come and gone. If you have all the resources you will ever need for effective ministry; you need 
not pay attention to my message today. But if you are struggling to make ends meet or still waiting for more 
resources to accomplish the church's vision, now is the time to get serious about generosity.  

Generosity does not just happen. Generosity is learned through observation, teaching, and experience. Trust-
ing that folks are learning about generosity when the offering plate is passed, is naïve. Building generosity 
takes time and effort on the part of the pastor and leaders of the congregation. So today is the day to begin the 
journey. 

What are some of the questions that need to be addressed? Do we have young people, who do not know how 
to properly manage their resources? Are folks just ignorant of the connection between financial giving and 
the ability of the church to do effective ministry? What vision and mission are we communicating to our members and the community 
around us? Do behaviors need to change among the leadership to develop generosity? Why are we afraid to talk about money beyond 
paying the bills? Is our world view one of scarcity or generosity?

I hope that this will get you started today in developing generosity for the sake of growing disciples and impacting lives for the sake of 
Jesus.

USM Southern Chorale to Perform at Arts Under The Dome
May 13, 3017
The University of Southern Mississippi's distinguished Southern Chorale will perform as part of concert series Arts Under The Dome's 
2017 season on Saturday, May 13 at 7 p.m. This will be the only Coast performance of the repertoire for the Chorale's upcoming tour 
of the Nordic countries later in May. The venue is First UMC on 15th Street at 24th Avenue in downtown Gulfport, Mississippi. Tickets 
are $15 adults and $10 students, available at the door or in advance from www.arts.fumc-gulfport.org. For information, call 228-229-
6851.
 
Embrace Conference
June 2-4, 2017
The Embrace Conference will be at Christ United Methodist Church in Jackson, Mississippi on June 2-4, 2017.  It will involve workshops 
on Friday and Saturday and a "Night of Worship" on Sunday night. This event is designed to teach churches how to become multi-eth-
nic, multi-cultural, and multi-racial churches. More information about the conference may be found at www.embraceconference.info.
 
United Methodist Men Annual Meeting
June 7, 2017
The annual meeting of the Mississippi Conference United Methodist Men will take place Wednesday, June 7, 5:30 p.m. at the Jackson 
Convention Complex in Jackson, Miss. Annual elections and the business of the UMM will be conducted during this meeting.  All male 
members of Mississippi Conference United Methodist Churches are invited. To follow the Mississippi United Methodist Men on Face-
book, go to https://www.facebook.com/UMMenMS/. 

To visit website of the General Commission on United Methodist Men, go to http://www.gcumm.org. 
 
Connected: A Night of Worship
June 7, 2017
Join us as we unite in an intergenerational evening of connection. We as The United Methodist Church want to open our doors to the 
public, inviting people from all around the state-from different churches, communities and denominations-to gather to worship the one 
true God under one roof. A worship opportunity featuring music from Shane & Shane and speaker Rev. Dr. Kenda Creasy Dean.

For more information, go to http://www.mississippi-umc.org/connected. 

Retirement Service for Rev. David and Pattie Cumbest
June 24, 2017
Safe Harbor UMC invites you to a retirement celebration in honor Rev. David and Pattie Cumbest on Saturday, June 24, 2017 at 5 p.m. 
To attend, RSVP to  safeharborumc@cableone.net.

Save the Date  |  Announcements

http://www.arts.fumc-gulfport.org
http://www.embraceconference.info
https://www.facebook.com/UMMenMS/
http://www.gcumm.org
http://www.mississippi-umc.org/connected
mailto:safeharborumc@cableone.net
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M28Camps Youth Conferences 2017
July 2-6 | July 6-9 | July 10 -14
M28Camps is in partnership with Lake Junaluska Conference Center to provide 3 youth events at Lake Junaluska, NC during the first 
two weeks of July.  These 3 events are designed to help youth ministers and church adult volunteers foster Christian discipleship in 
their groups in the United Methodist/Wesleyan tradition.  Participants can expect moving worship, speakers, special "late night" enter-
tainment, and plenty of activities in the surrounding mountains.  This year's keynote speakers are Rev. Regine Baptiste and Rev. Patrick 
Quinn.   Registration is still being accepted!  For more information please go to www.M28Camps.com. 

Laura Story Performing at Lake Junaluska
July 3, 2017
Laura Story will perform July 3 at Lake Junaluska as part of the Independence Day Celebrations.Story is a well-known contemporary 
Christian artist who has been recognized for her amazing musical ability and knack for getting to the heart of difficult issues. Her song 
"Blessings" won a GRAMMY award, a Billboard Music Award and three Dove Awards. Her fifth studio album, "Open Hands," was re-
leased in March 2017. To learn more about the Independence Day Celebrations at Lake Junaluska, visit 
www.lakejunaluska.com/july4th.

Festival of Wisdom and Grace
Aug. 7-10, 2017
Attend the Festival of Wisdom and Grace at Lake Junaluska, North Carolina, Aug. 7-10, 2017. Registration is open. Learn more about 
this amazing older adult educational opportunity at https://tinyurl.com/mn36txc.

FAM JAM 
Aug. 12, 2017  
Save the date, Aug. 12. 2017. The Mississippi Conference presents a family event especially for children, kindergarten through 6th 
grades. Keep checking Mississippi Conference newsletters, social media and the website for details. 

Leadership Institute
September 27-29, 2017   
The United Methodist Church of the Resurrection invites you to Leadership Institute 2017, which takes place at the Leawood, KS 
campus, September 27 - 29, 2017. Registration is now open! Join clergy, church staff and volunteers from across the nation for one of 
the largest mainline training events in the country. The line-up of nationally known General Session speakers includes Adam Hamilton, 
Adam Weber, Nancy Beach, Olu Brown, Tony Morgan, Chris Folmsbee, Scott Chrostek, and   Sarah Heath. For details and registration, 
visit  http://li.cor.org/. For questions contact sharechurchevents@cor.org or 913-232-4139.

2020 Pre-General Conference Briefing
Jan. 23-24, 2020
Mark your calendar to attend the 2020 Pre-General Conference Briefing in Nashville, Tennessee on Jan. 23-24, 2020.

• Learn about legislation and logistics
• Prepare for your work at General Conference 
• Connect with fellow attendees

More details will be provided closer to the date of the event.

UMC Events
Visit http://www.umc.org/events to see more educational opportunities and other upcoming events in the life of The United Methodist 
Church.  

Announcements

Clergy Ethics Training Notice 
The clergy ethics seminar is Wednesday, June 7. Check-in starts at 7:30 a.m. Training begins promptly at 8 a.m. and wraps up at 2 p.m. 
at the Jackson Convention Center - https://www.facebook.com/JxnConvention/, in Jackson, Mississippi. 

This week clergy should receive an email from Eventbrite that will have the subject title, 'Board of Ordained Ministry.' This email will 
contain the link to register and select break-out sessions. It is extremely important to register immediately.  The total number of people 
attending is needed to accommodate participants. If clergy does not see the 'Board of Ordained Ministry' email this week, check your 
spam folder daily. If it has not arrived by May 11 at 5 p.m., send an email to spiritualleadership@mississippi-umc.org. Please be in 
prayer for this event and for the group who has planned it. 

http://www.M28Camps.com
http://www.lakejunaluska.com/july4th
https://tinyurl.com/mn36txc
http://li.cor.org/
mailto:sharechurchevents@cor.org
http://www.umc.org/events
https://www.facebook.com/JxnConvention/
mailto:spiritualleadership@mississippi-umc.org


8

All things related to the 2017 Session of the Mississippi 
Annual Conference! 
For details, go to http://bit.ly/2obIRDJ.

Fruit Pizza                                      

Spread sugar cookie dough in a pizza pan. Bake at 375 degrees for 12 minutes. Cool completely. Combine cream cheese, sugar, 
and vanilla. Spread over cookie. Dip fruit in lemon juice to keep from turning brown. Place each piece of fruit in circle on top of cream 
cheese mixture. Mix marmalade and water. Pour over fruit. Let the pizza chill. Serves 8 to 10.                                  

 — By Renelda Owen in "Feeding His Flock" published by Decatur UMC

Methodist Tested Recipes

1 roll of pkg. sugar cookie dough, 
softened
 8 oz. cream cheese, softened 
1/3 c. sugar 
1 tsp. vanilla 
1 pint fresh strawberries, halved 
1 1/2 bananas, sliced 

1 medium can pineapple tidbits 
Seedless grapes, halved 
1 kiwi, peeled and sliced 
Lemon Juice 
1/2 c. orange marmalade 
2 1/2 T. water

As a courtesy to the Mississippi Annual Conference, job announcements from across the United Methodist connection are featured in 
The Circuit Rider. To submit an employment notice, send an email to news@mississipppi-umc.org.  Postings are not guaranteed 
to appear more than once in Mississippi Conference publications. To read a description of job opening(s) listed below as well as 
other listings, go to www.mississippi-umc.org/employmentopportunities.

• Director of Children and Family Ministries at Broadmeadow UMC, Jackson, MS
• Minister of Nurture and Outreach at Saint Andrew UMC, Panama City, FL
• Part-time Pianist at Magee First UMC, Magee, MS

Employment 

Cares & Concerns
Rev. Jerry Donnell Norrells
Rev. Jerry Donnell Norrells passed away on April 22, 2017.   He was the pastor of the Frostbridge Charge,which includes Mt. Carmel 
UMC and St. Luke UMC in the Hattiesburg District. Jerry was a full-time local pastor. His funeral was Saturday, April 29 at Mt, Sinai 
UMC in Hazlehurst, MS. Please pray for his spouse Eleanor and the rest of the family.

Cokesbury at AC 2017 Booth Hours and More  
The Cokesbury Ministry Resource Center will be open Wednesday, June 7 through Saturday, June 10, during the 2017 Session of the 
Mississippi Annual Conference. The hours are below. Cokesbury will feature new and classic resources to review and order, United 
Methodist resources, and best sellers for on-site purchase. Visitors can consult with professionals to find the best resources to make 
disciples. On-site ordering kiosk, free shipping on all in-stock orders placed through the annual conference portal at Cokesbury.com. 
Use the promo code AC2017. Some restrictions apply.

• Wednesday 7:30 a.m. to 8 p.m.
• Thursday 7:30 a.m. to 7 p.m.
• Friday 7:30 a.m. to 7 p.m.
• Saturday 7:30 a.m. to 11 a.m.

http://bit.ly/2obIRDJ
mailto:news@mississipppi-umc.org
http://www.mississippi-umc.org/employmentopportunities
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Visit http://bit.ly/2kCN81h to receive UM Interpreter 
Interpreter is published by United Methodist Communications as a ministry 
magazine for the members—lay and clergy—of The United Methodist Church.

Stay Connected

Stay Connected with ConnecTText
Mississippi United Methodists with the ability to receive text messaging via phone are encouraged to sign up for ConnecTText. 
The service is another option for people to stay informed about important dates and other conference happenings.

To sign up for ConnecTText:
1. Remember, you must have the ability to get text messages on your phone. 
2. From your mobile phone, text the letters ‘MSUMC’ to the number 95577 and press send.
3. Wait a few seconds for a confirmation text and you’re connected!

Mississippi Conference’s Mobile App—MY MSUMC 
MY MSUMC—the Mississippi Conference of The United Methodist Church’s official mobile app—is available at no cost on all iPhone, 
Android, Galaxy and Blackberry phones and their corresponding pads and tablets. MY MSUMC allows easy access to the latest confer-
ence events, local UM news and The Circuit Rider. The MY MSUMC app presents users with a unique opportunity to interact with the 
conference by submitting prayer requests, recording audio of personal testimonies and posting comments via facebook and twitter. 
Plus, the ‘Our Districts’ feature shows a comprehensive list of district contact information and even directions from the user’s current 
location—all from a mobile smart phone or tablet device.

• Facebook: www.facebook.com/pages/The-Mississippi-United-Methodist-Conference/436491529732524
• Twitter: https://twitter.com/Mississippi_UMC
• You Tube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCSRtxv_Kix8IbYuHKRMLIjg
• Flickr: www.flickr.com/photos/119483421@N02/

http://bit.ly/2kCN81h
http://www.facebook.com/pages/The-Mississippi-United-Methodist-Conference/436491529732524
https://twitter.com/Mississippi_UMC
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCSRtxv_Kix8IbYuHKRMLIjg
http://www.flickr.com/photos/119483421@N02/

