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Learn how The POWER of We fuels our beliefs.  

A collection of stories that model each of The Mississippi Conference Core Values (tabs shown at 
left); love, generosity, justice and apprenticeship can be found at the links listed below.

LOVE:  Visit www.mississippi-umc.org/love

GENEROSITY: Visit www.mississippi-umc.org/generosity

JUSTICE: Visit www.mississippi-umc.org/justice

APPRENTICESHIP: Visit www.mississippi-umc.org/apprenticeship

Your  Connec t ion  to The Miss iss ipp i  Annua l  Conference

The Circuit Rider
Published  Wednesday  |  April 29, 2015

One Year Later

Our Values

LOVE

GENEROSITY

JUSTICE

APPRENTICESHIP

T h e  P O W E R  o f  W e

Their hard work to help communities recover after a tornado in 
Winston County on April 28, 2014 was not overlooked.  Congratu-
lations to Mississippi Conference’s Mellie Childs Jordan and Rev. 
Mike Dowd for being honored “Woman and Man of the Year.” Go 
to page 3 to read more details about their award and two other 
United Methodist members who were recognized in Tupelo for 
their relief efforts following the same storm.

Purpose:
 The Mississippi Annual 

Conference—empowered 
by love, generosity, justice 

and apprenticeship—forms 
spiritual leaders, faith 

communities and connections 
so more disciples of Jesus 

Christ transform the world.

Mission:
The mission of the Mississippi Annual Conference is to make 
disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world.

2015 Session of the 
Mississippi Annual 

Conference
June 4-6, 2015

Jackson, Mississippi 
For details, go to 

http://tinyurl.com/m8dchdyShare Your News in  
The Circuit Rider
For submission guidelines, visit 
www.mississippi-umc.org/
shareyournewsinthecircuit-
rider.

Helpful Links
Go to http://www.mississippi-
umc.org/helpfullinks to con-
nect to more resources, tools 
and agency’s of The United 
Methodist Church.
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John 15:1-8
New International Version (NIV)
The Vine and the Branches
15 “I am the true vine, and my Father is the gardener. 2 He cuts off every branch in me that bears no fruit, while every branch that does 
bear fruit he prunes so that it will be even more fruitful. 3 You are already clean because of the word I have spoken to you. 4 Remain in 
me, as I also remain in you. No branch can bear fruit by itself; it must remain in the vine. Neither can you bear fruit unless you remain in 
me.

5 “I am the vine; you are the branches. If you remain in me and I in you, you will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing. 6 If 
you do not remain in me, you are like a branch that is thrown away and withers; such branches are picked up, thrown into the fire and 
burned. 7 If you remain in me and my words remain in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. 8 This is to my Father’s 
glory, that you bear much fruit, showing yourselves to be my disciples.

word POWER

Bishop’s Journal
Dear Mississippi Conference:

We join our hearts and voices with those of our fellow Methodist around the world in sending our prayers and 
support to those in Nepal and parts of India that were affected by the recent earthquake.

Below is a message from the World Methodist Council released on April 27, 2015.

Blessings,
Bishop James Swanson Sr.

Following the 7.8 magnitude earthquake this weekend 
in Nepal that claimed thousands of lives and thousands 
more injured, the World Methodist Council Social Justice 
& International Affairs Committee issued the following 
statement on behalf of the World Methodist Council:

We extend our heartfelt sympathy to the victims of the earthquake in Nepal, their 
families, and the surrounding nations. We pray for The Nepal Methodist Church 
to continue its mission and purpose amidst these difficult circumstances, and we 
acknowledge the relief and mission work being done by the Methodist-Wesleyan 
family members in that country. We ask that all continue to join hands in prayer for 
the victims and those who are affected. We pray and ask that the Methodist-Wes-
leyan family further engage in actions that will assist the country to move forward 
after this incident, following the words of John Wesley to, “Do all the good you can, 
by all the means you can, in all the ways you can, in all the places you can, at all 
the times you can, to all the people you can, as long as ever you can.” We believe 

that Jesus Christ continuously spread peace in the world, and we pray for His peace to cover all of the families affected.

To follow relief efforts on the ground in Nepal, please visit one of our Member Church links below:

• The Wesleyan Church (http://tinyurl.com/lcsd8q2)
• Free Methodist World Missions (http://tinyurl.com/nyw5pbd)
• Nazarene Church Eurasia Region (http://tinyurl.com/lt7l49j)
• Uniting Church in Australia (http://tinyurl.com/poqnxxc)
• Methodist Church in Britain Mission Partners (http://tinyurl.com/ox35743)
• The United Methodist Church (http://tinyurl.com/ntzl8oj)

Please send updates or additional links to communications@worldmethodistcouncil.org

Bishop On the Move
Mark your calendars to attend events where Bishop James E. Swanson Sr. will be visiting in the upcoming days.

• May 1-7, 2015  - Bishop Swanson will be present for the Council of Bishops meeting in Berlin, Germany.  

Photo source: Australian Broadcasting Corp.
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Mississippi Strong

We commemorate one year of long-term disaster recovery from 
severe weather that swept through Lee and Winston counties.

To the countless volunteers from across the state and around  
the nation,

To the case managers that work diligently in disastrous situations, 

To the survivors that endure and with God’s help, kept holding on,    

Thanks for making us Mississippi Strong!

Visit http://tinyurl.com/kha2koh to see pictures of the aftermath and recov-
ery of the disaster that wreaked havoc a late April 2014.

United Methodists Lead Recovery Effort in Tupelo  
Tupelo’s Memorial Service remembering and celebrating the recovery efforts from the 
April 28, 2014 tornadoes. President of Tupelo City Council, Mike Bryan; Vice-president of 
Tupelo City Council, St. Paul United Methodist member, Nettie Davis; Chair of the Com-
munity Recovery Committee, Tupelo’s First United Methodist member, Jack Reed Jr.

“Woman of the Year” and “Man of the Year” Awards to 
United Methodist leaders in Louisville for Recovery Efforts
The 58th Annual Chamber of Commerce for Winston County recognized Louisville’s First 
United Methodist member, Mellie Childs Jordan as “Woman of the Year” for her contribu-
tions through Disaster Recovery as the UMCOR Case Management Coordinator. Rev. 
Mike Dowd, United Methodist pastor of the West Louisville Charge and Executive Director 
of Winston Strong, was recognized as “Man of the Year” for his leadership with Disaster 
Response.

SLI—An Experience For All
By Tamica Smith-Jeuitt, Senior Communications Specialist

Photo right: The Rev. Johniel Henry Jr. expressed his desire for information 
about SLI just before the lunch break. 

The three-letter acronym, SLI, was recently introduced to Mississippi United 
Methodist clergy under the age of 40. Spiritual Leadership Inc. (SLI), focuses 
on developing spiritual leaders who model a community that loves, learns and 
leads together, creating environments that foster transformation, and establish-
es processes that bear fruit. Within this process churches and other organiza-
tions first grow in their faithfulness to God and then their fruitfulness for God.

The clergy gathered at the Mississippi United Methodist Foundation office 
in Jackson for the presentation led by SLI co-founder Greg Survant and SLI 
coaches Missy Johnson and David V.W. Owen.

Survant explained that the SLI process is a new way to think about how to do 
church and how to move a church to a new level of fruitfulness. He said churches will unlearn some bad habits developed over time; 
relearn some fruitful habits based on Biblical principles that come with a high level of accountability.

Connecting
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“So a church would enter this (SLI approach to ministry) because they are aware of a problem, they are aware their church needs to do 
something different and they have a desire to do so. If they don’t have the awareness or the desire then they are not going to enter this. 
It’s a lot of work. It’s a lot of time but it is an important ministry,” said Survant.  

After discussions on the L3 concept, (loving, learning, and leading) the Rev. Ben Butler of Madison UMC realized he was already 
familiar with the practice. In fact, he is leading a small group of laity at his church in the Lay Mobilization Institute, which is an Asbury 
Seminary program inspired by SLI creators.    

“It is exciting, I think if people are willing to give God a chance and realize that there are people already in the congregation that would 
love to engage this process. When you start getting them into it and they start doing spiritual formation stuff and they start doing some 
of the leadership thinking, people get excited about it,” said Butler.

When asked to share her thoughts about the SLI presentation, the Rev. Anna Fleming, pastor at Hazlehurst UMC said, “It is almost like 
a revival movement within itself except that they (SLI coaches) are doing it through coaching which is sort of a corporate model to me...I 
think it has some good possibilities, especially in the area of training up our lay people and giving them more of the ministry instead of 
us hoarding it as clergy pastors.”   

Since June 2014, Spiritual Leadership Inc. has been coaching the Mississippi Conference appointive cabinet and a Bishop’s Opera-
tional Team in monthly gatherings to strengthen each leader in her or his spiritual life and in collaborative leadership.  

For this reason, the Rev. Johniel Henry Jr. of St. John UMC in Laurel said he arrived to the clergy under 40 gathering enthusiastic.

“It is a tool. Everybody knows that churches will have problems but this is an opportunity for us to do something about it and learn the 
tools that we have at our disposal to see growth...I am excited about it,” said Henry.

United Methodist Bishops Engage SLI Coaching  
Photo right: United Methodist Bishops pictured from left to right:  
Greg Survant (SLI co- founder), Bishop Sandra Steiner Ball (West 
Virginia Conference), Bishop Lindsey Davis (Kentucky Conference 
and Red Bird Missionary Conference), Craig Robertson (SLI coach), 
Bishop William McAlilly (Nasvhille Area) Bishop Debra Wallace-
Padgett (North Alabama Conference), Bishop James Swanson 
Sr. (Mississippi Conference) and Bishop Gary Mueller (Arkansas 
Conference).    

Back in February, the episcopal office of the Mississippi Conference 
hosted several United Methodist bishops who were in Jackson for 
an SLI learning group.  

“These bishops are working hard together to figure out how to raise 
the fruitfulness of their area. That starts with the individual. So they 
are re-grounding themselves spiritually in this process. They are connecting with each other in a unique way and then they are learn-
ing how that transforms their leadership within their organization and then ultimately to the community,” explained Greg Survant, SLI 
co-founder. 

Bishop Lindsey Davis of the Kentucky and Red Bird Missionary annual conferences has organized his cabinet around the SLI method 
for the last 10 years.   Many other leadership teams throughout his conference use it as well. Davis said the accountability component 
has helped him. He needed a group of leaders to hold him accountable for the work he was called to do and that he could hold them 
accountable as well.  

“The truth is none of us has enough strength, intelligence or commitment to be able to do it on our own. So we have to invite others in, 
a team to help us do it. In fact, that kind of leadership, I think can be generative in the future. It can generate other healthy leaders and 
other healthy teams,” he said.  

Like Davis, Bishop Debra-Wallace Padgett of the North Alabama Conference is experiencing great support of SLI.

“This process is helping us to focus on renewal in our annual conference. We are focusing on spiritual leadership, starting with deep 
change within ourselves.  Through our personal growth and development as spiritual leaders we anticipate that we will be able to more 
effectively lead the annual conference in experiencing greater vitality.”    

For more information about Spiritual Leadership, Inc., visit http://spiritual-leadership.org.
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Celebrating Mission Grants  
Toiletries for Tots and Teens, Methodist Children’s Home
By Tamica Smith-Jeuitt, Senior Communications Specialist   

Photo right: The Mississippi Children’s Home is currently providing for 30 children. 
Thanks to Mississippi United Methodists toiletries are available for them.

Toiletries are simple items to many people but for some of the youth at the Method-
ist Children’s Home Services in Jackson, Mississippi, they serve as a reminder that 
someone cares for them.

“It is a blessing to be able to provide the children with their own toiletries. They don’t 
have to share with each other and they get their own special stuff that they like. It 
makes them feel special,” according Rochelle Wright in a statement to the Missis-
sippi Annual Conference. 

Mississippi Children’s Home Services provides children with safe, loving and permanent homes.  That has been the organization’s 
mission since its formation in 1912.  Although the agency has changed and grown in many ways over its 100 plus years of service, it 
remains passionate about finding permanent homes for children and keeping the family unit together.   

In 2014, the agency was awarded one of the Mississippi Conference Mission Grants in the amount of $2,500. The funds were used to 
purchase personal items for the children such as toothbrushes, toothpaste, dental floss, shampoo and conditioner, hair brushes, soap 
bars, deodorants, feminine hygiene products, razors and shaving gels, washcloths, lotions and diapers.  

“It saves the agency so much money, we are able to purchase much needed household items for the homes and for the children in 
other ways. We never have to worry if we will have the funds to provide toiletries for our kids to use,” said Schtina Black, another person 
quoted in the report to the Mississippi Annual Conference.

The Mississippi Conference Connectional Ministries Mission Grants are matching grants available to United Methodist churches and 
United Methodist sponsored or related agencies in Mississippi. Grants range from $500 to $2,500 per project, with one award of up 
to $10,000. They are awarded to form spiritual leaders, new places for new people, connections through existing congregations and 
engagement in ministry with the poor; therefore, living out the four Core Values of The POWER of We.

The conference Mission Grants are possible thanks to local churches paying their mission shares.

For more information about Methodist Children’s Home visit http://www.mchscares.org/about-mchs/.

The POWER of We funded in part by your apportioned mission shares. 

Bishop Swanson at BMCR  
The 48th general meeting of Black Methodists for Church Renewal (BMCR) was held April 16-17, 2015 
in Orlando, Florida. Bishop James Swanson Sr., photo right, preached during Holy Communion and 
remembrance service for Bishop Martin McLee on 16 April.  

BMCR Chairman Calls for Partnerships to Fight Racism 
United Methodist News Service (UMNS) 

Photo left: The Rev. Cedric D. Bridgeforth stressed the need for Black 
Methodists for Church Renewal to form partnerships with other groups in The United Methodist Church to 
fight racism in the church and the nation. He spoke at the annual meeting of the caucus.

The chairman of Black Methodists for Church Renewal challenged members to work alongside others to 
fight and ultimately eliminate covert and overt racism in The United Methodist Church and the nation. Larry 
R. Hygh Jr. reports. Visit http://tinyurl.com/q6t7svf to read the story.  

United Methodists Respond to Baltimore Riots
United Methodist News Service (UMNS) 

Photo right: The Rev. Cynthia Moore-Koikoi, left, superintendent of the Baltimore Met-
ropolitan District, speaks with the Rev. Cordell Hunter, Presiding Elder of the Eastern 
District of the African Methodist Episcopal Church, at Bethel AME in Baltimore. Photo 
by Erik Alsgaard.

The Rev. Cynthia Moore-Koikoi prayed and then joined the city’s other clergy in a 
march for peace. The pastors put themselves between bottle-throwing demonstrators 
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and lines of police officers with pepper spray. Their goal was to ease tensions in the wake of violence after the death of Freddie Gray, 
who was injured while in police custody. Melissa Lauber and Erik Alsgaard report for the Baltimore-Washington Conference. Visit http://
bwcumc.org/united-methodists-respond-to-baltimore-riots/ to read more.

Technology Will Bridge Languages at 2016 General Conference
United Methodist News Service (UMNS) 

Photo right: A smart phone displays the logo “Therefore Go” used for the United Methodist General 
Conference 2016. The headphones and app will provide a “hearing hotspot” for translation into differ-
ent languages. Photo by Greg Nelson

 A “Bring Your Own Device” system that allows the use of a smart-phone app in connection with a 
dedicated wireless network to stream audio might be the way to ensure that language differences 
are dealt with as fairly as possible at General Conference 2016. Greg Nelson, director of communi-
cations in the Oregon-Idaho Conference, reports. To read, go to http://tinyurl.com/k3bwnps.   

General Conference Sites Chosen for 2024 and 2028  
Legislative Body to Meet in Philippines and Zimbabwe 
United Methodist Communications (UMCOM)  

Meeting in Portland, Oregon this week for their final meeting before General Conference 2016, the Commission on the General Confer-
ence voted to take the quadrennial legislative gathering out of the U.S. for the first time in 2024 -- and again in 2028.

Manila, Philippines was chosen as the site for the 2024 General Conference. The Commission also voted to hold the 2028 conference 
in Harare, Zimbabwe.

Judi Kenaston, chairperson of the Commission on the General Conference, said that the Commission has been considering holding the 
assembly outside the U.S. for some time. Bishop Rodolfo Alfonso Juan of the Manila Episcopal Area and Bishop Eben K. Nhiwatiwa 
of the Zimbabwe Episcopal Area both extended invitations for the General Conference to meet in their respective areas, an important 
consideration in choosing those areas.  

“The Commission wanted to set these locations now to allow plenty of time for all involved to make the necessary preparations,” said 
Kenaston.

“Meeting outside the U.S. is an important statement to say that we’re a worldwide denomination,” said Sara Hotchkiss, business man-
ager of the General Conference. “The enthusiasm and hospitality in the two host countries has been remarkable.”

The meeting is expected to cost more than the 2016 General Conference, but pricing is not available at this early date. Hotchkiss said 
there are two convention centers in Manila to be considered and that the University of Zimbabwe would be a potential location in Ha-
rare, but it is too soon to make any definite decisions.

The Commission also took steps to help delegates from outside the U.S. participate more fully in the 2016 General Conference. They 
voted to provide tablets to Central Conference delegates so they would be able to receive documents electronically.

“We want to utilize technology to improve communication and provide opportunities for discussion for non-U.S. delegates ahead of 
time,” said the Rev. Gere Reist, secretary of the General Conference. “It will enable us to ensure delivery of the Advance Edition Daily 
Christian Advocate to delegates who have the tablets in a more timely way ... they could get the information at the same time as del-
egates in the U.S. and participate more fully.”

Reist said the General Conference had specifically charged the Commission to look at “greater use of technology before General Con-
ference to inform our debate, let dialogue between delegates begin before arriving at the session and to prioritize petitions.”

The staff at United Methodist Communications evaluated a variety of tablets to see which would work best, looking at pricing, ease of 
use, size, weight, battery life and durability in harsh environments, and chose the Samsung GalaxyTab 4.

Sherri Thiel, interim General Secretary of United Methodist Communications, said her agency would distribute the tablets beginning in 
October and would also be responsible for training delegates how to use the tablets and coordinating help-desk support during the 10-
day event.  

“It’s an exciting opportunity,” said Thiel. “This is just one of the ways that technology is transforming the way the church communicates. 
We want the delegates to have the tablets in advance so they will be able to get familiar with the technology.”

She said the tablets would also include an electronic version of the Bible and the United Methodist Book of Discipline.

“We think this is a good opportunity to see how the tablets work to test whether they might move towards going to an electronic state for 
all delegates in 2020,” said Hotchkiss. “We’d love to avoid the bulk of the paper and lessen our environmental impact.”
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UM Publishing House Celebrating Ministry 
The New Room auditorium at the United Methodist Publishing House headquarters building recently was packed with current and for-
mer UMPH staff members and many friends. They gathered to celebrate the ministry of United Methodist publishing and the work and 
friendships forged at the current headquarters location.

Bishop Bob Spain reminded everyone that they had come not for a funeral but for a time of rejoicing to recall the rich history that led up 
to and continued in this place and will now blossom in the new facility.

Robert Feaster (president and publisher 1983-1996) urged all to remain vigilant and strive to be relevant in proclaiming and living the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ for the sake of God’s people and all Creation. He said that what matters most is not so much where we locate 
but what we do to reach more people in more places with quality services and resources.  

The new UMPH facility, the John Dickins House (named for the very first book agent), will include a working editorial library where a 
representative historical collection of books and hand presses will be displayed.  Other items will be transferred to libraries and archives 
well suited to care for and assure access to this rich treasure trove of collected works spanning the centuries. 

The dedicating of the new facility is Tuesday, July 28, 2015 when the UMPH Board of Directors gathers in Nashville, Tennessee. History 
suggests, that will be the next phase in a continuing journey of a ministry characterized by a big heart and broad reach.

Faith Communities

New Albany District Celebrates Moore
By Rev. Chris McAlilly

Photo right:The Rev. John Moore (center wearing a green tie) is retiring 
after 45 years of service in the Mississippi Conference. Photo by Rev. Chris 
McAlilly   

On Sunday, April 26, 2015, family, friends and colleagues gathered at New 
Albany First United Methodist Church to honor and celebrate Rev. John 
Moore, district superintendent of the New Albany District. Moore’s retirement 
will begin at the 2015 Session of the Mississippi Annual Conference in June.

Words of affirmation and appreciation were shared by Rev. Jeff Lawrence 
representing the clergy and by Rev. Andy Ray representing the Cabinet of 
the Mississippi Conference. In response, John offered thanksgiving to all for 
their presence, but his deepest gratitude, spoken through tears; he shared 
with his wife, Nancy, and his family. He also gave a poignant speech punctu-
ated by his characteristic shouts of hallelujah! 

The end of the gathering was perhaps the most powerful. Rev. Lawrence invited the 125 plus in attendance to surround John and Nan-
cy for prayer. The gathering laid hands upon him and the Rev. Dr. Jimmy Barnes, district superintendent in the Tupelo District, prayed a 
prayer of blessing over this momentous transition.

It is a remarkable thing to behold Spirit at work and the body of Christ move with grace and compassion to honor a son and servant of 
the most high God. All those who bore witness left with their faith strengthened and their loyalties renewed. 

Getwell Road UMC Opens New Sensory Rooms for Kids and Young Adults  
Customized Church Experience for Special Needs Community in Desoto County
By Jessi Wallace, Communications Director, Getwell Road UMC

Photo right: Laney Hamilton explores the Nursery Sensory Room and enjoys the 
lighted bubble tube feature with her brother Clark. 

Getwell Road UMC in Southaven, Mississippi is now home to three new sensory 
rooms, making it the only church in the Desoto County area to have this kind of 
customized room for special needs kids and young adults.

A sensory room is a safe, comforting place for those with special needs who ben-
efit from having a variety of activities that either stimulate their senses or provide 
a chance for calming during times of overstimulation. Getwell Road’s three new 
sensory rooms are designed for kids or young adults with specific ages in mind—
the Nursery Room for children through age four, the Children’s Ministry Sensory 
Room for children ages five through preteen and the Young Adult Sensory Room 
for kids in their teens and older. 
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Photo right: The Young Adult Sensory Room features comfortable furniture, 
sensory activities and a calming corner to appeal to teens and young adults 
and their parents. 

Getwell Road Pastor Bill Beavers says that the rooms are a great benefit to the 
community and the church, and something that has been needed in the Desoto 
County area for some time. “Now that we have a dedicated sensory space for 
special needs kids and young adults here at Getwell Road, parents can take 
time during the week for spiritual refreshment and know that their child is well 
cared for, safe and happy during that time,” said Beavers. “Our church has min-
istered to families with special needs children for many years, but these rooms 
really increase our opportunity to reach out to the special needs community in 
Desoto County and the surrounding area and provide something that further 
enhances their Sunday mornings.”

With the Nursery and Children’s Ministry rooms, parents can attend a class or worship service while entrusting their children to volun-
teers in the rooms who have a heart for special needs kids, including those with a variety of diagnoses such as the autism spectrum. 
The Young Adult room is open during worship services so that parents and their teens can experience all or part of a service together 
as it is streamed over a television screen. “The Young Adult Sensory Room is a great option for parents whose teenager or young adult 
is not comfortable sitting through an entire service in our Family Life Center and may need a place to go for additional stimulation or 
calming,” said Getwell Road Family Ministry Director Greg Meek. “This removes some of the stress from parents who are concerned 
about being able to focus on the worship service—either for themselves or for those sitting around them.”
 
About the Sensory Room Features
Church staff and Special Needs Ministry volunteers worked with local experts and national vendors to outfit each room with features 
that appeal to the specific age range that it is designed to accommodate, as well as the wide spectrum of children that can benefit from 
sensory stimulation. The Nursery Sensory Room features a lighted bubble tube, fiber optic “rain shower” light feature, ball pit, swing, 
jumping station and other activities to either calm or stimulate a child’s senses. The Children’s Ministry Sensory Room includes an 
activity area with a tactile wall with textures and sounds, a table with sand and other textures for digging and play, a chalk wall and an 
activity table with a car or train set to put together or a marble run to enjoy. The mini trampoline and sit spin help kids work off excess 
energy.  Both rooms include an aromatherapy machine and soft music, enhancing the calming area where lights can be dimmed so that 
the lighted bubble tube and fiber optic strands can be seen and touched to help relax an overstimulated child. The Young Adult room 
has comfortable furniture, shelves with a variety of activities that appeal to the senses and a calming corner. “The Young Adult room is 
geared toward meeting special needs kids where they are in terms of sensory needs, but also where they should be developmentally 
and socially, so it looks more like a regular room that the young adult would encounter on a daily basis,” said Whitney Russell, Early 
Intervention Specialist with Through The Roof Pediatric Therapy who taught special needs children in Desoto County for several years 
and volunteers for the Special Needs Ministry at Getwell Road.

For more information about Getwell Road’s new Sensory Rooms, please contact Getwell Road UMC Communication Director Jessi 
Wallace at jessi.wallace@getwellroad.org.  

Administry

Pastoral Transitions and Finances
By Rev. Mike Hicks, Executive Director, Mississippi United Methodist Foundation

Soon many pastors will soon be moving from one appointment to another. Now is the time to begin to 
prepare the way for your successor in the area of finance. Please leave a clear financial picture for the 
next pastor. Ensure that there is a copy of the current budget and copies of previous budgets and budget 
performance for three to five years. This will paint a more realistic picture of the ebb and flow of budget 
performance.

The next area to tackle is ensuring that the direct invoice for pensions is paid in full through June. Please do 
not leave this hanging for your successor. Then do all that you can to have at least one-half of the mission 
shares paid before you leave. I know that some churches have a plan for paying mission shares. If the plan 
works, just be sure that it is communicated to your successor.

Finally, to pastors be sure that your personal finances are up to date. Clear all bills for utilities at the parson-
age, if there is one provided. Make sure that you have not used more than six months of your business 
reimbursements. Pay in full any local merchant accounts. Put in a change of address for all personal financial matters.

These are simple ways to pave the way for the next pastor. If you need help, call 1-800-496-0975 or 601-360-0843.   

Rev. Mike Hicks
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The United Methodist Church Giving App Rebranded  
and Now Available for Android and iOS Operating Systems 
The General Council on Finance and Administration (GCFA), working in partnership with Vanco Payment 
Solutions has developed and improved the convenient mobile-device app that will allow members and 
visitors to make donations to the church while they are at church or if they are away.

The newly branded “Joyfully2UMC” has a scriptural reference, 2 Corinthians 9:7, and serves as a re-
minder that the app is another option to give cheerfully to the church of choice. The app is now available 
as a free download for Android™ and iOS™ mobile devices.

Visit http://tinyurl.com/ox923sc to read the full media release regarding the announcement.

“Way Back When” 

Save the Date  |  Announcements

Hollandale First UMC Spring Revival
May 3-5, 2015
Hollandale UMC will have its spring revival May 3, 2015. The guest preacher is Rev. Dr. Roy Lauter from Wilmore, Kentucky.  In 55 
years of ministry, Lauter has held approximately 500 camp meetings, revivals, youth retreats, pastor conferences, family life retreats, 
and missions’ conferences in the United States and overseas.  A covered dish meal will be served at 6 p.m. and worship starts at 7 p.m. 
The church is located at 110 Washington Street in Hollandale, MS.

Missions Marketplace  
May 4 - June 5, 2015  

The Mississippi Annual Conference Missions Committee is asking Mississippi United Methodists 
to donate items for the annual Missions Auction. The auction opens May 4, 2015 and will close at 
noon on June 5. The proceeds are divided equally between the eleven districts. Spread the word. 
If you or someone you know has an item they would like to donate contact your district office. Visit 
http://tinyurl.com/o3z8fse for more information.

Getwell Road UMC Engaged Conference
May 8-9, 2015   
Getwell Road UMC is hosting the second annual Engaged Conference on May 8-9, 
2015. The conference centers on putting an end to human trafficking and is subtitled 
“A Conference on Missing and Exploited Children.” The conference is free. Visit 
http://www.getwellroad.org/content.cfm for more information, or call 662-349-
3680.

?
Can you name  

this Mississippi Conference  
lay person? The photo was  
taken way back when he  

was age seven. 

The answer can be found on page 12,  
after the Methodist Tested Recipe!
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Methodist Senior Services Special Sunday Offering 
May 10, 2015      

Mississippi United Methodists make plans to give generously May 10, 2015 to support 
Methodist Senior Service.

The Sunday Fund is a benevolence fund created to meet the financial burdens of 
elders who live in one of the Methodist Senior Services 12 campuses across Missis-
sippi. The residents are elders who have outlived their resources and can no longer 
afford the cost of housing or care.

All of the money donated is used to support elders in Mississippi. Call 1-888-488-4414 for more details! 
 
Lead Like Jesus Workshop 
May 16, 2015
The United Methodist Men of the Mississippi Conference are excited to announce the second “Lead 
Like Jesus” Workshop! This will be held for everyone in the southern half of the Mississippi Confer-
ence, as well as those in Louisiana, Mobile and Florida Panhandle areas.

This workshop will take place Saturday, May 16, 2015 from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. at Seashore 
Assembly in Biloxi, Mississippi.  For more information on accommodations contact the Seashore As-
sembly at 228-436-6767. For more information, go to http://tinyurl.com/qdf6k6o. 

Brookhaven District Mandatory Clergy Meeting 
May 19, 2015 
The Brookhaven District has scheduled a mandatory clergy meeting at 7 p.m. on May 19, 2015 at Brookhaven First UMC Ministry Cen-
ter.  All clergy are expected to attend.

Africa University Choir Concert at Minor Memorial UMC 
May 22, 2015 

Students in the choir represent six African countries. Each member has worked hard and had to be considered a superior performer in 
order to be chosen for the tour. Those who attend will experience a lively concert filled with music representing many African traditions. 
Invite your friends to join you during the performance by the Africa University Choir. The concert is free, but an offering will be received 
for the Mississippi-Africa University Partnership to assure the future of Africa University with endowments.

For more information, call 662-781-1333 or go to minormemorial.org.  

Meridian District Farewell and Welcome Reception (Correction)
May 31, 2015 

The farewell for district superintendent Rev. Billy Owen and his wife, Renelda, in conjunction with a welcoming for incoming superin-
tendent, Rev. Rusty Keen and his wife, Fawn, is at 3 p.m. on May 31, 2015, not May 3 as printed in The Circuit Rider, April 15, 2015. 
Please note the correction.     

Central UMC in Meridian, Mississippi is hosting a farewell reception for district superintendent Rev. Billy Owen and his wife Renelda, 
while also welcoming the incoming superintendent Rev. Rusty Keen and his wife, Fawn. This will take place at Central UMC located at 
1004 23rd Avenue in Meridian. Please send all cards to the district office, 6210 Hwy 39 North, Meridian, MS  39305.

Peace with Justice Sunday
May 31, 2015
Go to www.umcgiving.org/resource-articles/peace-with-justice-sunday-pastors-
leaders-kit for more information and resources to promote giving at your church.
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Nexus Youth Day Annual Conference   
June 3, 2015 
(Early bird pricing ends April 30)

NEXUS is a one-day event planned and designed by the Conference Council on Youth 
Ministry (CCYM). Youth are on site during the yearly sessions of the Mississippi Annual 
Conference with the clergy and lay members and are always invited to be a part of the 
main session. This day includes concerts, worship, speakers, games and much more.
For details, visit http://tinyurl.com/oukpcvx.  

 
2015 CONVO 
July 10-12, 2015
CONVO has been meeting every 
summer for the past 30 years. It is a weekend beach retreat at Seashore Assembly 
in Biloxi for youth. The event is planned and designed by the Conference Council on 
Youth Ministry (CCYM).  Each year this is a fantastic weekend filled with worship, small 
groups and lots of fun. This camp is a great place for students to be in connection and 
grow their faith. Go to http://tinyurl.com/mauqlzf for more information.

Announcements:

Meet the Africa University Choir
Those planning to see the Africa University Choir during their 18-day tour 
across the Mississippi Conference have a chance to get to know them before 
arrive in May.  Each member of the choir is sharing their biographies. Leaders 
of children and youth groups may consider discussing the bios with their stu-
dents. Visit http://tinyurl.com/ot76ckc to read the individual biographies. To 
find out where the choir will be performing near you, go to www.mississippi-
umc.org/africauniversitychoirschedule2015. The choir arrives May 16 and 
will depart June 4 after their concert for annual conference session in Jackson 
at the Jackson Convention Complex.  
 
2015 Mississippi Annual Conference Pre-conference Workshops 
The 2015 Session of the Mississippi Annual Conference pre-conference workshops 
create opportunities for clergy and lay to access resources and share them with their 
local churches. These resources help connect puzzle pieces that create vital and 
welcoming congregations, inclusive worship and faith communities that embody love 
and The POWER of We. The 2015 workshops will be held Wednesday, June 3, on the 
second floor of the Jackson Convention Complex. Visit http://tinyurl.com/ocrb4o8 to 
find out about workshops being offered. 

Advertise in Special Print Edition of The Circuit Rider
Do you offer a service that churches may need?  Perhaps catering, cleaning, floral design, space jumps, etc. Consider advertising in the 
special printed edition of The Circuit Rider! For more information and advertising rates, go to http://tinyurl.com/mzqc58r.

Pews for Sale  |  Items Wanted  
St. Andrews UMC in Amory will be renovating its sanctuary in May and replacing its pews. The church would like to give the old ones 
a new home if there is a church interested. There are approximately 28 pews and some will be in need of repair.  Churches willing to 
pay a very modest cost (negotiable) call 662-256-2301. St. Andrews is looking for a standing pulpit and/or communion table that can be 
used for worship in its Family Life Center. These items are needed for approximately three months, and will be returned to their home 
church afterwards.
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Sunday Dinner

Line baking dish with aluminum foil; place roast and vegetables. Sprinkle with on-
ion soup mix, salt and pepper. Pour can of green beans and liquid over roast. Seal foil. Set oven at 325 degrees; go to Sunday school. 
Stay for church. It will be ready when you get home. Serves four. 

— By Margie Greenough in ‘Recipes to Remember’ published by Pascagoula First UMC

Methodist Tested Recipes

Have a recipe that is too good to keep to yourself? Share it with our Circuit Rider readers. Email your favorite recipes to 
news@mississippi-umc.org.

1 ½ to 1 ¾-inch thick chuck roast
4 large potatoes, peeled and cut into 
chunks 
4 medium carrots, scraped and cut 
into chunks

4 medium onions, peeled and diced 
1 pkg. onion soup mix 
1 can cut green beans 
Salt and pepper to taste

Answer to “Way Back When”
The person in the photo is your Mississippi Conference Lay Leader, Timothy Crisler. Send your throwback images with details to 
Tamica@mississippi-umc.org.

As a courtesy to the Mississippi Annual Conference, job announcements from across the United Methodist connection are featured in 
The Circuit Rider. To submit an employment notice, send an email to news@mississipppi-umc.org.  Postings are not guaranteed 
to appear more than once in Mississippi Conference publications. To read a description of job opening(s) listed below as well as 
other listings, go to www.mississippi-umc.org/employmentopportunities.

• Full-Time Director of Middle School Ministries at Vestavia Hills UMC - Birmingham, AL (area)
• Part-time Youth Director at Pearl UMC - Pearl MS
• Campus Minister and Executive Dir. at The Wesley Fellowship at Duke University - Durham, NC
• Full-Time Minister to Students at Asbury UMC - Petal, MS

Employment 

Stay Connected

www.facebook.com/pages/The-Mississippi-United-Methodist-Conference/436491529732524

https://twitter.com/Mississippi_UMC

www.youtube.com/channel/UCSRtxv_Kix8IbYuHKRMLIjg

www.flickr.com/photos/119483421@N02/

Stay Connected with ConnecTText
Mississippi United Methodists with the ability to receive text messaging via phone are encouraged to sign up for ConnecTText. 

The service is another option for people to stay informed about important dates and other conference happenings.

To sign up for ConnecTText:
1. Remember, you must have the ability to get text messages on your phone.
2. From your mobile phone, text the letters ‘MSUMC’ to the number 95577 and press send.
3. Wait a few seconds for a confirmation text and you’re connected!
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Mississippi Conference’s Mobile App—MY MSUMC 
MY MSUMC — the Mississippi Conference of The United Methodist Church’s official mobile app — is available at no cost on all iPhone, 
Android, Galaxy and Blackberry phones and their corresponding pads and tablets.

MY MSUMC allows easy access to the latest conference events, local UM news and The Circuit Rider. The MY MSUMC app presents 
users with a unique opportunity to interact with the conference by submitting prayer requests, recording audio of personal testimonies 
and posting comments via facebook and twitter. Plus, the ‘Our Districts’ feature shows a comprehensive list of district contact informa-
tion and even directions from the user’s current location — all from a mobile smart phone or tablet device.

Feel free to leave a comment about the app on the Mississippi United Methodist Conference facebook and twitter pages.


