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The Mississippi Conference Four Core Values are love, generosity, justice and apprenticeship. 
For more information, visit www.mississippi-umc.org/thepowerofwe.
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"Iron Horse" Circuit Riders

Our Values

T h e  P O W E R  o f  W e

Purpose:
 The Mississippi Annual 

Conference—empowered 
by love, generosity, justice 

and apprenticeship—forms 
spiritual leaders, faith 

communities and connections 
so more disciples of Jesus Christ 

transform the world.

Mission:
The mission of the Mississippi 
Annual Conference is to make 
disciples of Jesus Christ for the 
transformation of  the world.

2015 Special Edition  
of The Circuit Rider

Featuring events from the 
2015 annual conference  

sessions is now available  
to view online! Go to:

http://tinyurl.com/q9xnfsp

2016 Session of 
the MS Conference info: 
www.mississippi-umc.

org/2016smac

Share Your News in  
The Circuit Rider

Contact The Circuit Rider at 
news@mississippi-umc.org.
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United Methodist News Service

Stay up to date on news and perspectives from around the global 
church. Click here to subscribe to the Daily Digest today.

This couple from Tulsa, Oklahoma founded the United Methodist 
Motorcycle Ministry Association. They were sought out recently by a 
Mississippi clergyperson who shares their passion for bikes and the 
gospel. Now, this same pastor is interested in hearing from Mississippi 
United Methodist about joining the UMMA. See story in the section 
Connecting on page 2.
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John 14:23-29 
New International Version (NIV)
23 Jesus replied, “Anyone who loves me will obey my teaching. My Father will love them, and we will come to them and make our home with 
them. 24 Anyone who does not love me will not obey my teaching. These words you hear are not my own; they belong to the Father who sent 
me.

25 “All this I have spoken while still with you. 26 But the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you all 
things and will remind you of everything I have said to you. 27 Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you. I do not give to you as the world 
gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid.

28 “You heard me say, ‘I am going away and I am coming back to you.’ If you loved me, you would be glad that I am going to the Father, for 
the Father is greater than I. 29 I have told you now before it happens, so that when it does happen you will believe.

word POWER

Bishop On the Move
Mark your calendar to attend events where Bishop James E. Swanson Sr. will be visiting in the upcoming days. 
• May 5-9, 2016 (Thursday- Monday) - Bishop Swanson will be attending the Council of Bishops meeting in Port-
land, Oregon.
 
• May 10-20, 2016 (Tuesday- Friday) - Bishop Swanson will be attending the General Conference of The United 
Methodist Church in Portland, Oregon.  

For more info, go to  
www.mississippi-umc.org/2016specialcr

www.mississippi-umc.org/MSAU 
partnership

Connecting
Serving as a Bright Spot   
By Tamica Smith Jeuitt, Communications Specialist, Mississippi Conference

As an itinerate, the Rev. Michelle Shrader, photo right, is back home in Mississippi visiting from Cape Town, South Af-
rica where she has been appointed to serve for three years. Over the next week, she will be sharing stories of her wit-
ness and ministry with Mississippi United Methodists after nine months in her position.   According to Shrader, roughly 
7,000 people live on the streets of Cape Town.  Many of them are victims of crimes such as shootings and rapes. 
Through her work at Central Methodist Mission and for Bishop Michelle Hansrod of the Cape Town area, Shrader 
desires to be a bright spot to the community and clergy. 

"Those pastors have a heavy burden of ministry a lot of what they do is crisis ministry.  The pastors are in poverty areas 
where there is heavy crime...A large part of the work I am engaged with is outreach ministry to that population and 
working with township to explore work for young people.  I preach and teach," she explained.

Shrader is the former pastor of Wells Memorial UMC in Jackson and Gateway UMC in Gulfport--both are in the Mississippi Conference. She 
expressed her appreciation for efforts by the conference and local churches to reach beyond the local communities. She named the Mississip-
pi-Africa University Partnership as an example.
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Photo right: Rev. Michelle Shrader is pictured with Rev. Vickie White, director of con-
nectional ministries and communications for the Mississippi Conference.

"I am incredibly thankful for Mississippi. There are so many people that live on other 
continents that just do not have access to some of the privileges we have here," she 
said.  
For those who would like to hear from Shrader, she will speak at three Jackson area 
churches. On Thursday, April 28 from 11:30 a.m.-1 p.m she will be at Altawoods 
UMC.  RSVP is required for lunch, contact esanford@gallowayumc.org. On May 1, 
she will be at Parkway Hills UMC, 8:30 a.m. and 10:45 a.m. On May 8, she is sched-
uled to be at Galloway UMC for services at 8:30 a.m. and 11 a.m.

Special Needs Priority for Annual Conference Session         
By Laura Lea Williams, Mississippi Conference Staff     

Photo right: As a member of the Mississippi Annual Conference session planning committee, Dr. Scott 
Crawford serves to make sure there is equal opportunity for those with disabilities to take part in the 
session.   

The sessions of annual conference is a time for worship, fellowship, and the business of the Mississippi 
United Methodist Church. The Mississippi Annual Conference desires are for your time at the confer-
ence to be as enjoyable and easy to access as possible.

The Jackson Convention Complex provides many features that make the facility friendly to guests with 
disabilities. These features include accessible parking, automatic entrance doors, wheelchair/motorized 
scooter accessible elevators, accessible restrooms, and phone and fire alarms for the hearing impaired. 

People with a Mississippi disabled parking tag or place card will have access to a designated parking lot 
at the corner of Court Street and Roach Street.  The Jackson Convention Complex also allows guests to 
bring their assistive animals. 

For the hearing impaired, there will be listening devices available for worship and plenary sessions as 
well as American Sign Language offered at the front right of the exhibit hall.

For the third year, sign language interpretation will be provided by Jackson Lifesigns. Jackson Lifesigns 
was co-founded by Alois Wolverton, Vicki Tiller, and Cindy Long to provide a service that they did not 
see available in the Jackson metro area. "We all knew one or two deaf people in our lives," said Wol-
verton. "We ended up starting Jackson Lifesigns so that no one would feel left out."  Wolverton is thrilled 
that the Mississippi Annual Conference is providing for the deaf community.

There will be a hospitality team at the help desk in the convention center that will be able to provide assistance with any questions.

A Motorcycle Ministry for Mississippi     
By Rev. David L. Lowery, Canton First UMC, Mississippi      

Photo right: Eddie Gill and his wife Patty are the founders of the United Methodist 
Motorcycle Association.

In July of 2015, I was searching the internet to see if I could find any other United 
Methodist motorcycle riders. I ran across a newly organized group in Tulsa, Okla-
homa called The United Methodist Motorcycle Association. I sent an email to the 
founder and organizer, Eddie Gill, asking him if we could piggyback here in Mississip-
pi on what they had begun in Oklahoma. In August I received a call from Gill and with 
his blessing. I sent in my membership application. Gill shared with me that the UMMA 
was at that time in two annual conferences and interest was being generated in a few 
more. With my membership, Mississippi was added to that number.

In December of 2015, I spoke with Gill again and he shared with me that the group had grown to cover eight annual conferences. In March 
this year Gill and his wife Patty were traveling from Daytona, Florida and asked if they could park their motorhome in our church parking 
lot overnight and attend church with us on Palm Sunday. It was such a pleasure to meet this couple and hear how God has been working 
through the ministry of The United Methodist Motorcycle Association. They have had the opportunity to share the ministry and theology of The 
United Methodist Church with a diverse group of motorcycle riders who may have rarely heard a word of grace and welcome from the local 
church. Gill shared with me on Palm Sunday that the association now had members in 16 annual conferences.
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I invite you to check out the website for The United Methodist Motorcycle Association (http://unitedmethodistma.com) and welcome all rid-
ers and non-riders.

Clergy or laity to check out our exhibit booth at the 2016 annual conference session in Jackson to learn more about how God is using this 
group to reach people for Jesus Christ as today's modern "iron horse" circuit riders.
 

Deadlines Approaching for Annual Conference Events
The deadlines for several activities related to the 2016 Session of the Mississippi Annual Confer-
ence are quickly approaching.  The session will take place in the Jackson Convention Complex 
(JCC) from Thursday, June 9 through Saturday, June 11. The JCC is located at 105 E. Pascagoula 
St. in Jackson, Mississippi. Details about the events can be found at www.mississippi-umc.
org/2016smac.

• April 30   Nexus Early Bird Deadline (http://www.mississippi-umc.org/nexus)
• May 1     Special Awards Nominations (http://www.mississippi-umc.org/2016awards)
• May 1     Hotels Begin Release Special Rate Room Blocks (http://www.mississippi-umc.

org/2016hotels) 
• May 1     Exhibit Booth Applications (http://www.mississippi-umc.org/2016exhibitbooths)
• May 1     Special Meals Tickets (http://www.mississippi-umc.org/2016specialmeals) 
• May 1     Glory Sightings Banquet Tickets (https://www.eventbrite.com/e/session-of-mississip-

pi-annual-conference-special-meals-tickets-22173474459) 
• May 1     Childcare Registration Forms (http://www.mississippi-umc.org/childcare2016) 
• May 6     Design Ad for Special Edition Circuit Rider (http://www.mississippi-umc.

org/2016specialcr) 
• May 18   Camera-Ready Ad for Special Edition Circuit Rider (http://www.mississippi-umc.

org/2016specialcr) 
• May 19   Audio Visual Materials (http://www.mississippi-umc.org/audioandvisualneeds2016) 

May 8 Special Fund for Methodist Senior Services       
On Sunday May 8, Mississippi United Methodist congregations will be asked to give to the Sunday Fund for Methodist Senior Services.   
Monetary gifts will help MSS meet the financial burdens of elders who live in one of the 12 campuses across Mississippi. For more informa-
tion about Methodist Senior Services, visit www.mss.org. To print out an ad to promote the Sunday Fund at your church, go to http://files.
ctctcdn.com/c6cffd0c001/156b8447-16cc-4fdd-9f08-b421e12a1bee.pdf. 

Earthquake Update:  
Evangelical United Methodist Church of Ecuador
United Methodist News Service (UMNS)

Photo right:  A team from Gama TV documents the effects of the 2016 Ecuador 
earthquake in the city of Guayaquil. Photo courtesy of Wikimedia Commons.

United Methodists continue to aid and pray for those impacted by the earthquake 
that struck Ecuador on April 16.  Families have lost love ones and people dis-
placed are looking for places to live.  United Methodist Church Missionaries,  Sara 
Flores and Dakin Cook released an update on the response to this disaster.  

Read the report here: http://files.ctctcdn.com/c6cffd0c001/8f3e6ebc-03e8-
427d-8018-7839415b4599.pdf.

United Methodists Key Partners in Malaria Fight       
United Methodist News Service (UMNS)

Donations from Imagine No Malaria to the Global Fund to Fight AIDS, tuberculosis and malaria in 2015 were more 
than double that of combined donations in the previous four years, according to the annual report issued by the 
Global Fund to The United Methodist Church.  Read the full story here: http://www.umc.org/news-and-media/
global-fund-affirms-united-methodists-as-key-partners-in-malaria-fight.
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Faith Communities

New Albany District Gather to Stop Hunger    
By Lou Staggs, New Albany District Secretary

Photo right: United Methodists in Tishomingo County preparing and boxing meals for 
Stop Hunger Now.

Many of the United Methodist churches in the New Albany District were packing on Sat-
urday, April 23. They were not packing guns to church but packing meals for the hungry 
and impoverished.  Trucks from the hunger relief agency Stop Hunger Now went to Cal-
vary UMC in New Albany and loaded 12,000 meals and then they were off to the Prentiss 
County Cluster packing event at Booneville First UMC. There they collected 25,704 
meals.  The last stop for the day was the Tishomingo County Parish United Methodist 
churches where 35,200 meals were packed for a grand total of 72,904 meals in one day. 
District superintendent Billy Owen was also on hand to prepare meals.  

Stop Hunger Now has a meal packaging program. They have perfected the assembly 
process that combines rice, soy, dehydrated vegetables and a flavoring mix--plus vita-
mins and minerals into small meal packets. The food stores easily, has a shelf-life of two 
years and transports quickly to those in need.

Way to go New Albany District churches for reaching out to the hungry. 

Students

Rejoicing Confirmations       
Photo right: St. Paul UMC confirmation group on Sunday April 24, 2016.

St. Paul UMC in Ocean Springs, Mississippi confirmed 13 students on Sunday, 
April 24.  Four of the students were baptized into Christ and all made their profes-
sions of faith in the midst of a loving and supportive congregation surrounded 
by their families and mentors.  They were confirmed by Rev. Jon Kaufman and 
Rev. Martha June Kirby and presented with stoles and study Bibles. The church 
gave thanks to God for these students who chose to be disciples of Jesus Christ. 
St. Paul also welcomed four other people into membership in the same worship 
service.  

Internship Opportunity at Oxford University UMC       
Oxford-University UMC has been awarded a Pastoral Internship grant by Forum for Theological Exploration to fund a summer college 
internship program and a year-long ministry fellowship for recent college graduate experiencing a call to ministry.

An ideal candidate is a person who has finished their undergraduate degree and experiencing/exploring a call to ministry, but not ready 
to go to seminary or enter candidacy.   The year-long ministry fellowship is August 2016-May 2017.

For more information, contact Rev. Chris McAlilly at cmcalilly@ouumc.org. 

Save the Date  |  Announcements
Starkville District Lay Servant Ministries Training 
April 30, 2016 
Lay Servants are to serve the local church or charge in any way in which their witness or leadership and service inspires the laity to 
deeper commitment to Christ and more effective discipleship. This includes the interpretation of scriptures, doctrine, organization, and 
ministries of the church. The Starkville District looks forward to having you join the Lay Servant Ministries Training event. To read the 
brochure for this event, go to http://files.ctctcdn.com/c6cffd0c001/30ed8903-2492-43ad-8832-b536d9da2437.pdf. 

Hymn Festival 
April 30, 2016 
On Saturday, April 30 at 3 p.m. Christ United Methodist in Jackson, Miss. is hosting a Community Hymn Festival. This year's Hymn 
Festival, "Great Hymns of the Faith," is FREE to the public and will feature ten of the most well-known and inspiring hymns of all-time 
like "Great Is Thy Faithfulness," "It Is Well with My Soul," How Great Thou Art," and of course, "Amazing Grace." A combined choir of 
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200 voices from local churches and an orchestra will lead the evening's music.  For more information, go to http://files.ctctcdn.com/
c6cffd0c001/326a990f-bef2-4ce1-8ebf-6eb2312fc934.pdf.  

A Salute to Military and Celebration of Freedom
May 14, 2016
The Mississippi Community Symphonic Band will be in concert with a special appearance by Mississippi Swing at Christ United 
Methodist Church in Jackson. This is a free event. For more details, go to http://files.ctctcdn.com/c6cffd0c001/4e27b0ca-a09d-
4133-b536-f864df1a17fd.pdf.

Youth Theology Institute
June 19-29, 2016
The Youth Theology Institute is a free and multi-cultural program for high school rising juniors and seniors seeking to explore different 
careers through a religious lens. This will take place on the campus of Rust College, June 19-29. 2016. Go to http://www.rustcolleg-
ehonors.com/youththeologyinstitute/ for more information.

Coach Approach Skill Training 
June 23-24, 2016 
Over two days participants learn the five basic skills of coaching and come away with a plan for using those skills in their daily lives. 
This training is highly participatory with heavy emphasis on the integration and practice of each skill.  Clergy CEUs available. For more 
information, go to http://files.ctctcdn.com/c6cffd0c001/db3a41cb-4df0-4094-a5b5-ee602080c072.pdf.

Announcements
Visit Africa University next March with Bishop Swanson
It is time to register now to join the Mississippi Conference in visiting Africa University.  March 20 - 28, 2017 is the dates. Bishop James 
Swanson Sr. is hosting the trip and the board of trustees at Africa University will be celebrating the Mississippi-Africa University Partner-
ship. 

The cost is $3846 from Jackson, Mississippi and includes airfare, a basic tour with guided sightseeing and accommodations.  An exten-
sion is also available that will take visitors north into Great Zimbabwe, Hwange Reserve and Victoria Falls--it truly is a once in a lifetime 
opportunity.

As a host, a person can earn his or her trip by taking others along.  For each full paying passenger under the host's name, the host will 
receive credit towards their trip, thus reducing the cost.

Bishop Swanson said "Experiencing Africa University is the blessing of a lifetime. What Glory Sightings we shall behold!"

Go to www.eo.travel/mytrip. Then put in the tour:  AF17, the date: 032017, the Code: M and the ID#: 38612.  Brochures are available 
from the Mississippi Conference district and conference offices.  If you have questions, email Joy and Jimmy Carr, coordinators, car-
rhaus@comcast.net.

UMC Events
Visit www.umc.org/news-and-media/looking-ahead-upcoming-events to see more educational opportunities and other upcoming 
events in the life of The United Methodist Church.  

Hawaiian Baked Beans  

       

Mix all together and bake in 350 degree oven for 30 to 45 minutes.                                     
        — By Kim Lassalle, from "Loaves and Fishes, A Collection of Favorites"
                      from St. Paul UMC, Ocean Springs, Mississippi

Methodist Tested Recipes

2 cans pork and beans
1 can pineapple
½ c. brown sugar

Ketchup
1 pkg. hot dogs cut up

2016 Annual Conference Session Dates Set
 Bishop James E. Swanson Sr. announces the 2016 Session of the Mississippi Annual Conference  

will be June 9-11, 2016. Pre-conference workshops will be held on Wednesday, June 8, 2016. 
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Stay Connected
• Facebook: www.facebook.com/pages/The-Mississippi-United-Methodist-Conference/436491529732524
• Twitter: https://twitter.com/Mississippi_UMC
• You Tube: www.youtube.com/channel/ UCSRtxv_Kix8IbYuHKRMLIjg
• Flickr: www.flickr.com/photos/119483421@N02/

Stay Connected with ConnecTText
Mississippi United Methodists with the ability to receive text messaging via phone are encouraged to sign up for ConnecTText. 
The service is another option for people to stay informed about important dates and other conference happenings.

To sign up for ConnecTText:
1. Remember, you must have the ability to get text messages on your phone. 
2. From your mobile phone, text the letters ‘MSUMC’ to the number 95577 and press send.
3. Wait a few seconds for a confirmation text and you’re connected!

Mississippi Conference’s Mobile App—MY MSUMC 
MY MSUMC—the Mississippi Conference of The United Methodist Church’s official mobile app—is available at no cost on all iPhone, 
Android, Galaxy and Blackberry phones and their corresponding pads and tablets. MY MSUMC allows easy access to the latest confer-
ence events, local UM news and The Circuit Rider. The MY MSUMC app presents users with a unique opportunity to interact with the 
conference by submitting prayer requests, recording audio of personal testimonies and posting comments via facebook and twitter. 
Plus, the ‘Our Districts’ feature shows a comprehensive list of district contact information and even directions from the user’s current 
location—all from a mobile smart phone or tablet device.

As a courtesy to the Mississippi Annual Conference, job announcements from across the United Methodist connection are featured in 
The Circuit Rider. To submit an employment notice, send an email to news@mississipppi-umc.org.  Postings are not guaranteed 
to appear more than once in Mississippi Conference publications. To read a description of job opening(s) listed below as well as 
other listings, go to www.mississippi-umc.org/employmentopportunities.

• Director of High School Ministries - Vestavia Hills UMC, Vestavia Hills, AL (Birmingham area)
• Senior Director of Finance at General Board of Global Ministries, Atlanta, GA
• Director of Youth Discipleship at Aldersgate UMC, Montgomery, AL
• Assistant Director of Children's Ministry at First UMC of Punta Gorda, FL

Employment 


