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The Mississippi Conference Four Core Values are love, generosity, justice and apprenticeship. 
For more information, visit www.mississippi-umc.org/thepowerofwe.

Your  Connec t ion  to The Miss iss ipp i  Annua l  Conference
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Published  Wednesday  | April 13, 2016

Welcome Mellie Jordan!

Our Values

T h e  P O W E R  o f  W e

Purpose:
 The Mississippi Annual 

Conference—empowered 
by love, generosity, justice 

and apprenticeship—forms 
spiritual leaders, faith 

communities and connections 
so more disciples of Jesus Christ 

transform the world.

Mission:
The mission of the Mississippi 
Annual Conference is to make 
disciples of Jesus Christ for the 
transformation of  the world.

2015 Special Edition  
of The Circuit Rider

Featuring events from the 
2015 annual conference  

sessions is now available  
to view online! Go to:

http://tinyurl.com/q9xnfsp

2016 Session of 
the MS Conference info: 
www.mississippi-umc.

org/2016smac

Share Your News in  
The Circuit Rider

Contact The Circuit Rider at 
news@mississippi-umc.org.
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 United Methodist News Service
Stay up to date on news and perspectives from around the global 

church. Click here to subscribe to the Daily Digest today.

 Mark Your Calendar!
 2016 Annual Conference Session, June 9-11

Pre-conference Workshops, Wed. June 8

Mellie Jordan was recently 
hired by the Mississippi 
Conference to work in di-
saster response after years 
of serving in a volunteer 
role. Jordan said this 
position is more than and 
job, it is her calling. When 
talking about her life before 
being named the disaster 
response administrative as-
sistant for the conference, 
Jordan expressed tears of 
joy. See story in the section 
Connecting on page 3.
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John 10:22-30 
New International Version (NIV)
Further Conflict Over Jesus’ Claims
22 Then came the Festival of Dedication[a] at Jerusalem. It was winter, 23 and Jesus was in the temple courts walking in Solomon’s Colon-
nade. 24 The Jews who were there gathered around him, saying, “How long will you keep us in suspense? If you are the Messiah, tell us 
plainly.”

25 Jesus answered, “I did tell you, but you do not believe. The works I do in my Father’s name testify about me, 26 but you do not believe 
because you are not my sheep. 27 My sheep listen to my voice; I know them, and they follow me. 28 I give them eternal life, and they shall 
never perish; no one will snatch them out of my hand. 29 My Father, who has given them to me, is greater than all[b]; no one can snatch them 
out of my Father’s hand. 30 I and the Father are one.”

word POWER

Bishop On the Move
Mark your calendar to attend events where Bishop James E. Swanson Sr. will be visiting in the upcoming days. 
• April 18-19, 2016 (Monday-Tuesday) - Bishop Swanson will attend the Gammon Theological Seminary Board of 
Trustees meeting in Atlanta, Ga. 

For more info, go to  
www.mississippi-umc.org/2016specialcr

www.mississippi-umc.org/MSAU 
partnership

Connecting

Disaster Response News Update

Volunteers Needed ASAP to Muck Out Flooded Homes 
Volunteer teams are needed to muck out flooded houses in Clarkdale, Mississippi. St. Paul's United Methodist Church is set up to house 
teams. The church is located at 1012 W. 2nd St. in Clarksdale. Volunteers will need to bring air mattresses or sleeping bags. There will be 
showers and plenty of work. For teams seeking more information, contact Wayne Winter at 662.902.9258 or gwwinter@cableone.net.

Please consider putting together a team to assist those who are eager to reach out to the families in need in their communities. Within 
Mississippi, emergency response team (ERT) training is not a requirement, but you will need someone on the team who knows what is 
required to clean out flooded homes.  If you have questions about team formation, or the work to be done, contact David Cumbest, Missis-
sippi Conference disaster coordinator at 228.990.4880.
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Conference Hires Assistant for Disaster Response   
By Tamica Smith Jeuitt, Sr. Communications Specialist, Mississippi Conference

Photo right: Mellie Jordan is the daughter of Rev. Mike Childs, Louisville First UMC in Louisville, Missis-
sippi.  

Mellie Jordan believes that for the last decade, the Lord has been preparing her for her new job with the 
Mississippi Conference as the disaster response administrative assistant, through the Office of Connec-
tional Ministries.

Some examples of her testament are out of her experiences from helping a friend and his family who lost 
everything in Hurricane Katrina. Jordan said she spent long hours mucking out the family's home and 
even joined them in accepting the kindness of strangers who would drive-up with meals while they were 
working. In addition, she had been an advocate for a Burmese community that was vulnerable to preda-
tors in Texas, where she once lived. Jordan often accompanied people to places such as banking institutions. She even led a small ministry 
for the young Burmese mothers.

Nevertheless, it was after the April 2014 tornado that devastated Louisville-Jordan's hometown in Winston County, Mississippi, that she was 
convinced there was a Devine plan for her in disaster response.

Jordan said she had been back in Mississippi only one month when the deadly twister swept through roughly 35 miles of Louisville. Once 
again, Jordan, the daughter of a United Methodist pastor, put her faith into action as a volunteer. She was eventually named "Woman of the 
Year" by the Chamber of Commerce for Winston County for her contributions as a United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR) case 
management coordinator. 

In her new role, Jordan will continue serving in the ongoing disaster response to the tornado that hit North Mississippi before Christmas Eve 
2015.

"My goal for my new position is to use my experience so that every ugly disaster in a community is turned into a beautiful storm by helping a 
community come together, equipping local United Methodist churches to be the hands and feet of Christ and advocating for the most vulner-
able the disaster leaves behind," explained Jordan.

A portion of Jordan's salary is being funded through the United Methodist Committee on Relief. She is a wife and a mother to three children 
ages 4, 5, and 7.    

Feedback on The Next Phase Retreat
Tamica Smith Jeuitt, Sr. Communications Specialist, Mississippi Conference 

Photo right: Ashley Lander talks to Rev. Larry Hilliard, director of spiritual leadership 
for the Mississippi Conference about his is call to ministry.

Photo below right: Participants were given a check list outlining the phases of candi-
dacy in The United Methodist Church. The information can be found on the Mississippi 
Conference website under Spiritual Leadership.   

Forty-two people came together for a retreat as peers--seeking three C's in relation to 
their call to ministry--confidence, clarity and certainty. Ashley Lander was one of the 
participants who said the retreat was a mission accomplished. Guilt from past mistakes 
caused Lander to doubt his call. In addition, he worried if he becoming a minister would 
have a negative impact on his children. Lander is a single father raising his 13-year-old 
daughter and his 7-year-old son who is autistic. However, attending The Next Phase 
Retreat eased his fears. 

"Seeing and hearing from all these people with the same passion as I do and for all the 
prayer and the guidance from the elders and the people involved here, I have more 
passion than I thought... I am like just let that go and trust in the Lord," said Lander.

The Next Phase Retreat is a collaborative effort of The Mississippi Conference Board 
of Ordained Ministries (BOM) and the conference Office of Spiritual Leadership. Their 
purpose is to provide the next steps for those sensing the call or ready for the next 
phase in their call to ministry. Until now, the process had been frustrating for some can-
didates because the steps were done differently across the Mississippi Conference. 

For Samantha Gentry who said she began sensing her call five years ago as a sopho-
more in high school, the retreat was helpful.

"It cuts out a lot of the run around of going to so many sources for information. It's all 
been here in one place. I am really glad the conference did this," she explained.
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Photo rightt: Patty Robinson, an administrative assistant of 23 years at Main Street 
UMC in Hattiesburg, said she senses a call to prison ministry.

The retreat also offered time for education and learning. Kitsy Dixon shared one of 
many points that she took away from the retreat.

"I learned from the conference that ministry just isn't the pulpit that actually there is 
more ministry outside the pulpit. That is the piece that I don't think is commonly ex-
plored which this retreat let us know that is okay to serve in the trenches...and that may 
be me-the one serving in the trenches," said Dixon.

Organizers said the retreat exceeded their expectations in attendance. The retreat 
will be offered twice a year, but the date has not been set for the next one. Meanwhile 
those sensing the call are encouraged to start having conversations with their pastor 
and district superintendent in preparation for The Next Phase. 

To see pictures from The Next Phase Retreat that was held at the Duncan Gray Center in Canton, Mississippi, March 21- April 2, go to www.
flickr.com/photos/119483421@N02/sets/72157666660320505. 

2016 Session of the Mississippi Annual Conference News 
• Pre-Conference Workshop Opportunities
United Methodists (beyond members of the Mississippi Annual Conference) may participate in workshops Wednesday, June 8, 2016 at 
the Jackson Convention Complex. Leaders of all 1,000 United Methodist congregations in Mississippi are encouraged to participate in 
these holy conferencing opportunities. For the list of workshops, go to www.mississippi-umc.org/preconworkshops2016.

• Hotels for the 2016 Session of the Mississippi Annual Conference 
Over 2,000 rooms have been designated for the June 2016 Session of The Mississippi Annual Conference in the metro area. The 
Mississippi Conference has partnered with hotels for discounted room rates. Please make note of rates, amenities and cut-off dates, 
as these vary by hotel. Go to www.mississippi-umc.org/2016hotels for more 
information. 

Conference Staff Receives First CPR Training       
Photo right: Mississippi Conference staff members practice chest compressions 
on manikins.

A few members of the Mississippi Annual Conference staff are prepared to rec-
ognize and care for a variety of first aid, breathing and cardiac emergencies. The 
staffers were trained by American Red Cross workers in Flowood, Mississippi. The 
receptionist, Laura Lea Williams, Mike Howington, the youth and families coordina-
tor and Cat Foster, the connectional ministries and communications coordinator 
participated in the exercises. The lifesaving training was a precautionary step for 
the wellbeing of conference staff, guests of the conference office and those attend-
ing conference events. 

Mississippi Conference Seeks Field Coordinator for Imagine No Ma-
laria Campaign  
Malaria--such an exotic sounding disease--a disease, that some are old enough to remember from past mov-
ies.  Exotic to most people because they do not know anyone with malaria. It was eradicated from the United 
States in the 1950s.  But, every two minutes, a child in Sub-Sahara Africa dies from this preventable, treatable disease. In fact, 90 
percent of malaria's victims are children under the age of 5 and pregnant women.

What can the church do?  The United Methodist Church launched the Imagine No Malaria campaign in 2008 with the lofty goal of rais-
ing $75 million to provide prevention (bed nets), education, communication and treatment. 

How effective is this campaign? Back in 2008, a child died every 30 seconds.  While there has been remarkable and joyful progress, 
there is still work to be done.

This year the Mississippi Conference of the UMC will begin work on this campaign. The conference is seeking a field coordinator to 
assist with beginning this project.  This is a full-time, temporary, exempt position for a 12-month period.  Training and support will be 
provided.

View the job description here: Please submit resumes by email to  vwhite@mississippi-umc.org or mail resumes to Rev. Vickie 
White, 320-C Briarwood Drive, Jackson, MS  39206.

For more information about the Imagine No More Malaria, visit http://www.imaginenomalaria.org/.
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World Malaria Day is April 25  
The Global Ministries of The United Methodist Church is offering resources in observance of World Malaria Day, April 25, 2016. For 
details and more information on how lives are being saved through malaria prevention initiatives, visit www.umcmission.org/find-
resources/newsletters/global-health/2016/issue4.

McRee Honored Veteran of Miss Civil Rights Movement       
Photo right: Pictured from left to right, Kenneth Dean, Rev. James McRee, Rev. L. 
Fitzgerald Lovett, and Rev. Ed King at the Veterans Legacy Awards Banquet, Tougaloo 
College, Jackson, Mississippi.

Retired United Methodist pastor, Rev. James McRee, age 97, was one of eight individu-
als honored during the 11th annual Veterans of the Mississippi Civil Rights Movement 
Conference. The presentation was made during the Veterans Legacy Banquet held at 
Tougaloo College in Jackson, Mississippi on April 2. More than 200 people from across 
the country attended to celebrate the 2016 honorees.

The Veterans of the Mississippi Civil Rights Movement continues to educate and em-
power the community by accurately recording and sharing history. The Veterans have 
created a collection of over 200 videotaped personal interviews and stories, lecture 
series, conferences, board meetings and symposiums. These are available for future 
generations to learn about the Civil Rights Movement. The collection and the home office of the Veterans of the Mississippi Civil Rights 
Movement are located on the campus of Tougaloo College. 

Pastoral Statement on Kidapawan Incident in the Philippines
Resident bishop of the Davao Episcopal Area of The United Methodist Church, Ciriaco Q. Francisco released a pastoral statement con-
cerning the recent protest that took a violent turn in Kidapawan City located in the Cotabato Province of the Philippines. Bishop Rodolfo 
A. Juan of the Manila Episcopal Area - UMC and Bishop Pedro M. Torio Jr. of the Baguio Episcopal Area signed the statement in confor-
mity.  Read the full announcement here: http://files.ctctcdn.com/c6cffd0c001/fb2aae89-34dd-4939-a8e0-1e5154350731.pdf.

Faith Communities

Baptisms at St. Matthew's    
St. Matthew's United Methodist Church in Madison, Mississippi celebrated five baptism and nine pro-
fessions of faith of confirmands on Sunday, April 3, 2016. The Rev. Andy Stoddard posted on his face-
book page before the service that the day was going to be "awesome." St. Matthew's also recently 
reported a record attendance of around 1,000 for all services on Easter Sunday. 

Maben Methodist Piano Still  
Has Special Meaning and History, after 33 Years  
By Rev. Terry Harpole, Maben United Methodist Church

Photo right: This is the baby grand piano at Maben United Methodist.

Unless there should come any bad luck or any happenings, the piano at Maben United 
Methodist Church, pastored by Rev. Scarlet Shepperd, should still be around after a lot 
of the current members are gone.

In 1983, when the Rev. Mitchell Thomas was pastor of the Maben Church, a delegation 
of members was appointed to search for a much needed piano. The appointed commit-
tee went to Ridgeland, Mississippi, near Jackson and looked over a stock of Kawai Baby 
Grand Pianos at the Alegrezza Piano Store.

After looking at all the pianos, it was decided which piano the church should buy-one 
that would blend in with the sanctuary. After reporting to the board at Maben, a piano 
was purchased-the church, not knowing all the details that would soon follow. 

On the day the piano was delivered a fairly large group of members and the pastor and 
family were all at the church to see the new piano setup. The crew from Alegrezza's brought the piano into the sanctuary and put it 
together. After finishing set it up, a member of the crew, said, "Tiny, come on up, and try it."
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Photo below right: Tiny Little with Lawrence Welk in 1955. Photo credit YouTube. 

A heavy set man walked up to the piano and sat and played some of the most beautiful 
Jazz, popular music and gospel music.

A  few  of  the members asked, who Tiny was, and Tiny, himself  told them, he was none 
other  than "Big Tiny  Little,"  one of  the baby grand pianists  who had been with The 
Lawrence Welk Orchestra.

Tiny Little, was a part of the Lawrence Welk Orchestra, from 1955-59, and died on 
March 3, 1979.

At the time, the church bought the piano, Tiny was working six months of the year for 
Alegrezza's in Ridgeland, and the other six months was playing with a jazz band on one 
of The Mississippi River Queen cruise boats.

After 33 years, this piano has kept its useful look and sound, unlike many people.

The Maben church has long been used for Friday night gospel singings, and as host for The Maben Memorial Gardens Cemetery Me-
morial, and a lot of pianists from many places enjoy playing this piano and have complimentary remarks about it.

When  you  walk into any church, you never know about the history of lot of things in the church,  but  the  first person to play the Kawai  
baby grand  piano at  Maben United Methodist Church was "Big Tiny Little"  of the Lawrence Welk  Orchestra.

Two United Methodists from New Albany District Honored  
Photo right: United Methodist members Barbara Worthman and Anne-Marie Herod 
were recently honored for their community service.

Two members of the Mississippi Conference New Albany District received the highest 
honors for public service at the University of Mississippi awards. On Wednesday, April 6, 
the University of Mississippi honored selfless service with the Algernon Sydney Sullivan 
Awards, a partnership with the McLean Institute for Public Service and Community En-
gagement. This award was established in 1890 to honor individuals who exhibit nobility 
of character, exemplified by selfless service to others and the community. 

Barbara Wortham, a member of the Burns UMC in Oxford, received the Community 
Member Sullivan Award for her long and tireless service to educational efforts of non-tra-
ditional students in the Lafayette County area. Wortham resides in Oxford with her spouse, Kenneth Wortham, a long-time lay member 
to annual conference for the Burns UMC.

Ann-Marie Herod received the Student Sullivan Award for her multi outreach service areas. Herod will graduate in May 2016 with a 
degree in journalism and a degree in African American studies. She was also inducted into the Hall of Fame at the University of Missis-
sippi earlier this year. She is a member of the Providence UMC and is from Abbeville. Herod is the daughter of Dr. James (New Albany 
District Lay Leader) and Ann Herod and the granddaughter of the late Rev. Arthur and Charlie Mae Herod.

Local Church UMW 'Go Red'  
Photo right: Little Zion United Methodist Women "Go Red" for American Heart Associa-
tion.

The United Methodist Women at Little Zion United Methodist Church recently shared this 
picture of the ladies sporting their red attire to honor the American Heart Association--Go 
Red for Women campaign.

Pictured from left to right (back row) - Linda Adams, Loretta Johnson, Ivon Prewitt, Ida 
Jones, Martha Whitfield, Catrina Magee, Patricia Givens, Wanda Allen, and Patsy Wat-
son.

Front row from left to right (front row) - Bonnie Rhodes, Lynette Davis, Vera Gilmore, 
Della Dunlap. Missing from the photo are Mattie Allen, Josephine Bobbitt-McNair, Jear-
lean Holly, and Samantha Sullivan.

Pastor John Wayne Smith is the church leader. Little Zion UMC is in the East Jackson District where the Rev. Dr. Connie Shelton is the 
district superintendent.    
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Save the Date  |  Announcements
2016 Sacred Conversations for Young Clergy
April 14, 19 and 21
Attention Young Clergy! The Center for Ministry is sponsoring "Sacred Conversations for Young Clergy," regional gatherings planned 
and facilitated by young clergy for the purpose of learning from each other, worshipping together, and creating community. A half CEU is 
available for those who attend. Bring money for lunch.  There are four upcoming opportunities in April, all from 10 a.m. - 3 p.m.

• April 14 (Fannin UMC - Jackson area)
• April 19 (Greenville First UMC - Delta area)
• April 21 (Tupelo First UMC - Tupelo)

For more information,  visit www.centerforministry.com/index.html.

Methodist Showdown
April 16, 2016
The Desoto County Cluster of The United Methodist Church is hosting Methodist Showdown April 16. The day of fun includes a frisbee 
tournament, rib cooking challenge, Bible trivia, children's activities, a talent show and concessions. This event is at Memorial UMC in 
Walls, Mississippi. For more information, visit www.facebook.com/events/1507133789594827/.

Sticky Faith
April 16-17, 2016
Mark your calendar to attend Sticky Faith Weekend at St. John's UMC. The church is located at 1001 Grand Blvd. in Greenwood, Mis-
sissippi. For more details, go to http://files.ctctcdn.com/c6cffd0c001/f1b8333b-0c9a-4f5e-b5d6-a8ba5a1a356b.pdf.

Students

Friends of Wesley Cook Off       
Local United Methodist Church pastors competed in a cook-off to raise money for the Wesley Foundation ministry programing on the 
campus of the University of Southern Mississippi. The evening included dinner and silent and live auctions. The USM Wesley Founda-
tion's "Friends of Wesley Pastors Cook-Off" is an annual event. The Rev. Julie Collins from Parkway Heights was the pastor who won 
the friendly competition. This year's gathering raised $10,568.50. Heritage United Methodist Church hosted the event.  

Conference Student Accepted to Leadership Program       
A Mississippi United Methodist student was among those named by The William Winter Institute for Racial Rec-
onciliation who will be attending its seventh Summer Youth Institute (SYI) class.

Mary Ruth Pridmore, photo right, a freshman at Poplarville High School was selected along with 27 others from 
a competitive applicant pool of nearly 100 current ninth and tenth grade Mississippi students--representing 35 
Mississippi high schools. While at SYI, June 11-19, students will receive leadership training and delve deeply 
into civic engagement and social justice through both in-depth sessions and workshops with world-renowned 
experts, and field excursions to Neshoba County, Mississippi and Greenwood, Mississippi, where they will 
learn local civil rights history.

Each participant leaves after nine days having designed a project based on a need in their home community, 
and signs an agreement to pursue the project for two years.

Pridmore is a member of Poplaville UMC where her father, the Rev. Eric Pridmore, serves as the pastor. 

Book Collection Becomes a Surprising Mission       
Photo right: The children in the kindergarten through fourth grade Sunday school class 
at St. Luke United Methodist Church could hardly contain their excitement when they 
began to count the books collected in their book drive. Photo credit The Bolivar Com-
mercial.

The Sunday school children at St. Luke United Methodist Church in Cleveland, Missis-
sippi made the local news for their effort to collect books for a mission's project. Ac-
cording to the report written by Anne Preus of The Bolivar Commercial, their good deed 
became a surprising mission when the kids counted 160 books.   The Rev. Darian Duck-
worth is the pastor at St. Luke. To read the full story with credit to The Bolivar Commer-
cial, go to www.bolivarcommercial.com/newsx/item/3978-book-collection-becom.
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Wesley Chapel UMC Revival
April 17-19, 2016
Wesley Chapel United Methodist Church in Phoenix, Miss., will hold revival April 17-19. On Sunday, April 17 at 6:30 p.m., the Rev. 
Robert Armstrong will preach. On Monday, April 18, at 7 p.m., the Rev. George Butler preaches, and on Tuesday, April 9 at 7 p.m., Rev. 
Gary Knight.

Centennial Celebration of Galloway's Sanctuary
April 22 - 24, 2016
We have planned a weekend of fellowship, community, and fun celebrating the upcoming centennial of the sanctuary, and the 180th an-
niversary of Galloway as a worshiping congregation.  Visit www.gallowayumc.org/Sanctuary to RSVP for the event.

Free Day at Camp Wesley Pines
April 23, 2016
Camp Wesley Pines invites church groups to experience a taste of summer camping on Saturday, April 23, 2016. Participants will have 
the opportunity to participate in archery, canoeing, high and low ropes events as well as in touring our camp. The Prayer Trail will be 
open for spiritual reflection and devotions.  There is no charge for this event or for lunch. Call Camp Wesley Pines at 601-892-2341 to 
make reservations so we will have adequate staff and food available.

Hear Bishop Swanson at Parkway Hills
April 24, 2016
Mark your calendars, Laity and Clergy! Bishop James E. Swanson, Sr. will preach at Parkway Hills United Methodist Church in Madi-
son, Mississippi on Sunday, April 24, 2016 during a 6 p.m. worship celebration. The Rev. Bruce Case is pastor at Parkway Hills United 
Methodist Church, located at 1468 Highland Colony Parkway, Madison, MS 39110.

Arts Under The Dome Ends Season With Jazz Quintet
April 24, 2016
Concert series Arts Under The Dome brings to the stage 31-year old New York City trumpeter and vocalist Bria Skonberg and her jazz 
quintet on Sunday evening, April 24 at 7 p.m.

The venue is First United Methodist Church on 15th Street at 24th Avenue in downtown Gulfport, Mississippi. Tickets are $15 adults, 
$10 students, available at the door or from www.fumc-gulfport.org. All information can be found on the website or by calling 228-229-
6851.

Dialog with Bishop Swanson
April 25, 2016
Bishop James E. Swanson, Sr. will hold a time of conversation with laity and clergy about the community and the church at Central 
United Methodist Church, Jackson, Mississippi on Monday, April 25 from 10 a.m. until 2 p.m. RSVP for lunch to David McCoy at 601-
355-7858 or email central@umc7.comcastbiz.net. You can also contact Brittany May at 601-944-0776 or email at westjackson@
mississippi-umc.org.  Central UMC is located at 500 North Farish Street. Jackson, MS 39202.

Starkville District Lay Servant Ministries Training 
April 30, 2016 
Lay Servants are to serve the local church or charge in any way in which their witness or leadership and service inspires the laity to 
deeper commitment to Christ and more effective discipleship. This includes the interpretation of scriptures, doctrine, organization, and 
ministries of the church. The Starkville District looks forward to having you join the Lay Servant Ministries Training event. To read the 
brochure for this event, go to http://files.ctctcdn.com/c6cffd0c001/30ed8903-2492-43ad-8832-b536d9da2437.pdf. 

Hymn Festival 
April 30, 2016 
On Saturday, April 30 at 3 p.m. Christ United Methodist in Jackson, Miss. is hosting a Community Hymn Festival. This year's Hymn 
Festival, "Great Hymns of the Faith," is FREE to the public and will feature ten of the most well-known and inspiring hymns of all-time 
like "Great Is Thy Faithfulness," "It Is Well with My Soul," How Great Thou Art," and of course, "Amazing Grace." A combined choir of 
200 voices from local churches and an orchestra will lead the evening's music.  For more information, go to http://files.ctctcdn.com/
c6cffd0c001/326a990f-bef2-4ce1-8ebf-6eb2312fc934.pdf.  

Retirement Service for Rev. Andy Ray
May 1, 2016
A retirement service honoring Rev. Andy Ray (Senatobia District superintendent) will be held on Sunday, May 1, 2016, 3 p.m. - 5 p.m. It 
will be at First UMC, 119 Panola Avenue in Batesville, Mississippi.  

Rust College Annual Conference Luncheon
June 9, 2016
Rust College will host a luncheon during the Session of the Mississippi Annual Conference on Thursday, June 9, 2016 at the Jackson 
Convention Complex in Jackson, Miss., at 12:30 p.m. Registration is until May 1, 2016. For more information, go to www.rustcollege.
edu/annualconferenceluncheon.html.
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Nexus Youth Day Annual Conference
June 9, 2016
NEXUS is a one-day event planned and designed by the Conference Council on Youth Ministry (CCYM). Students entering 6-12 
grades, or as your church identifies the students between children and adult, are invited. This is a celebration of youth connecting at 
Session of Annual Conference on Thursday, June 9, 2016, 1 p.m. until 5 p.m.

Early bird rate is $20 if registered and paid by May 1. The regular rate is $25 after May 1 until at the door. 

Limited partial scholarships are available. Contact Cat Foster at 601-354-0515 or cfoster@mississippiumc.org and provide payment 
in advance by check to the conference office at 320-C Briarwood Drive, Jackson, MS 39206.

CONVO
July 8, 2016
Mississippi Conference youth will gather for CONVO July 8, 2016. Students entering 6-12 grade, or as your church identifies the stu-
dents between children and adult, are invited. This spiritual engaging weekend focuses on connecting the body of Christ. The dates are 
Friday, July 8, 2016, 5 p.m. - Sunday, July 10, 10:00 a.m. The location is at Seashore United Methodist Assembly, in Biloxi, Mississippi.

Early bird rate is $110 if registered and paid by June 30. Regular rate: $120 as of July 1 until at the door. Rooming included for first 
come first serve, while available.

Limited partial scholarships are available. Contact Cat Foster at 601-354-0515 or cfoster@mississippi-umc.org and provide payment 
in advance by check to the conference office at 320-C Briarwood Drive, Jackson, MS 39206.

Older Adult Trip - Epworth By the Sea
Nov. 14-17, 2016
Camp Lake Stephens is sponsoring an older adult trip to Savannah, Georgia and Epworth By the Sea, Nov. 14-17, 2016. For more 
information, go to http://files.ctctcdn.com/c6cffd0c001/8521ffaf-e6fb-44d6-b564-1d004ef8e014.pdf.

Announcements
Visit Africa University next March with Bishop Swanson
It is time to register now to join the Mississippi Conference in visiting Africa University.  March 20 - 28, 2017 is the dates. Bishop James 
Swanson Sr. is hosting the trip and the board of trustees at Africa University will be celebrating the Mississippi-Africa University Partner-
ship. 

The cost is $3846 from Jackson, Mississippi and includes airfare, a basic tour with guided sightseeing and accommodations.  An exten-
sion is also available that will take visitors north into Great Zimbabwe, Hwange Reserve and Victoria Falls--it truly is a once in a lifetime 
opportunity.

As a host, a person can earn his or her trip by taking others along.  For each full paying passenger under the host's name, the host will 
receive credit towards their trip, thus reducing the cost.

Bishop Swanson said "Experiencing Africa University is the blessing of a lifetime. What Glory Sightings we shall behold!"

Go to www.eo.travel/mytrip. Then put in the tour:  AF17, the date: 032017, the Code: M and the ID#: 38612.  Brochures are available 
from the Mississippi Conference district and conference offices.  If you have questions, email Joy and Jimmy Carr, coordinators, car-
rhaus@comcast.net.

Special Meals at MS Annual Conference Session
Several groups routinely schedule special meals during the session of annual conference. For more information, go to www.mississip-
pi-umc.org/2016specialmeals. If you would like to host a special meal, please contact Cat Foster, connectional ministries and com-
munications project coordinator at 769-243-7041 (direct line) or cfoster@mississippi-umc.org.

Exhibit Booths for MS Annual Conference Session
The 2016 Session of the Mississippi Annual Conference is set for June 9-11 at the Jackson Convention Complex. Exhibit booths of-
fer conference-related agencies and organizations a place to showcase and discuss their ministries and services one-on-one with 
interested clergy, lay members and visitors who attend this three-day session. For more information, go to www.mississippi-umc.
org/2016exhibitbooths.

Advertise in the Special Annual Conference Edition of The Circuit Rider
Promote your church, business or post a congratulatory message in the printed Special Annual Conference Edition of The Circuit Rider. 
For more information, go to www.mississippi-umc.org/2016specialcr.

Nominations Sought for Awards
The office of connectional ministries seeks to recognize churches, groups and individuals in the Mississippi United Methodist Confer-
ence that are redefining what it means to be light in a dying world. Nominate those who are shining brightly for the following awards: 
Emma Elzy, Tobias Gibson and Harry Denman. To read descriptions for each award and to find out how to submit nominations, go to 
www.mississippi-umc.org/2016awards. The deadline to suggest names is May 1, 2016.
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Stay Connected
• Facebook: www.facebook.com/pages/The-Mississippi-United-Methodist-Conference/436491529732524
• Twitter: https://twitter.com/Mississippi_UMC
• You Tube: www.youtube.com/channel/ UCSRtxv_Kix8IbYuHKRMLIjg
• Flickr: www.flickr.com/photos/119483421@N02/

Stay Connected with ConnecTText
Mississippi United Methodists with the ability to receive text messaging via phone are encouraged to sign up for ConnecTText. 
The service is another option for people to stay informed about important dates and other conference happenings.

To sign up for ConnecTText:
1. Remember, you must have the ability to get text messages on your phone. 
2. From your mobile phone, text the letters ‘MSUMC’ to the number 95577 and press send.
3. Wait a few seconds for a confirmation text and you’re connected!

Mississippi Conference’s Mobile App—MY MSUMC 
MY MSUMC—the Mississippi Conference of The United Methodist Church’s official mobile app—is available at no cost on all iPhone, 
Android, Galaxy and Blackberry phones and their corresponding pads and tablets. MY MSUMC allows easy access to the latest confer-
ence events, local UM news and The Circuit Rider. The MY MSUMC app presents users with a unique opportunity to interact with the 
conference by submitting prayer requests, recording audio of personal testimonies and posting comments via facebook and twitter. 
Plus, the ‘Our Districts’ feature shows a comprehensive list of district contact information and even directions from the user’s current 
location—all from a mobile smart phone or tablet device.

UMC Events
Visit www.umc.org/news-and-media/looking-ahead-upcoming-events to see more educational opportunities and other upcoming 
events in the life of The United Methodist Church.  

2016 Annual Conference Session Dates Set
 Bishop James E. Swanson Sr. announces the 2016 Session of the Mississippi Annual Conference  

will be June 9-11, 2016. Pre-conference workshops will be held on Wednesday, June 8, 2016. 

As a courtesy to the Mississippi Annual Conference, job announcements from across the United Methodist connection are featured in 
The Circuit Rider. To submit an employment notice, send an email to news@mississipppi-umc.org.  Postings are not guaranteed 
to appear more than once in Mississippi Conference publications. To read a description of job opening(s) listed below as well as 
other listings, go to www.mississippi-umc.org/employmentopportunities.

• Director of LCKids' Ministries at Long's Chapel UMC in Lake Junaluska, NC
• Field Coordinator for Imagine No Malaria (INM) Campaign, MS Conference UMC

Employment 

Blue Cheese Potato Salad  

       

Cook potatoes until done in salted water with vinegar. Cool and peel. Slice  
about ¼ inch thick. Combine with onions, olives and celery. In a separate bowl,  
combine sour cream, mayonnaise, blue cheese, salt and pepper. Add to potato  
mixture and mix well. Refrigerate overnight. Yield 8 servings.                                     
        — By Sue Middleton, from "Loaves and Fishes, A Collection of Favorites" from St. Paul UMC, Ocean Springs, Mississippi

Methodist Tested Recipes

6 or 8 med. Potatoes
¾ c. diced onion
2 c. mayonnaise
Salt and pepper, to taste

2 tsp vinegar
1 c. stuffed olives sliced
1 c. sour cream
1 c. blue cheese, crumbled


