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Learn how The POWER of We fuels our beliefs.  

A collection of stories that model each of The Mississippi Conference Core Values (tabs shown at 
left); love, generosity, justice and apprenticeship can be found at the links listed below.

LOVE:  Visit www.mississippi-umc.org/love

GENEROSITY: Visit www.mississippi-umc.org/generosity

JUSTICE: Visit www.mississippi-umc.org/justice

APPRENTICESHIP: Visit www.mississippi-umc.org/apprenticeship

Your  Connec t ion  to The Miss iss ipp i  Annua l  Conference

The Circuit Rider
Published  Wednesday  |  March 4, 2015

Doing Their Part

Our Values

LOVE

GENEROSITY

JUSTICE

APPRENTICESHIP

T h e  P O W E R  o f  W e

In less than two hours, youth participants of The Gathering pack-
aged 25,000 meals for the Mississippi Conference one millions 
meals goal for Stop Hunger Now. To read the story, see page 7.

Purpose: The Mississippi Annual 
Conference—empowered by 
love, generosity, justice and 

apprenticeship—forms spiritual 
leaders, faith communities and 
connections so more disciples of 

Jesus Christ transform the world.

The mission of the Mississippi Annual Conference is to make 
disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world.

2015 Session of the 
Mississippi Annual 

Conference
June 4-6, 2015

Jackson Mississippi 
For details, go to 

http://www.mississippi-umc.org/
2015sessionofthemississippiann

ualconference

Share Your News in  
The Circuit Rider
For submission guidelines, visit 
www.mississippi-umc.org/
shareyournewsinthecircuit-
rider.

Stop Hunger Now -
Track the Goal!
Visit www.facebook.com/
msacshngoal to keep track of 
the Stop Hunger Now goal.
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John 2:13-22
New International Version (NIV)
Jesus Clears the Temple Courts
13 When it was almost time for the Jewish Passover, Jesus went up to Jerusalem. 14 In the temple courts he found people selling 
cattle, sheep and doves, and others sitting at tables exchanging money. 15 So he made a whip out of cords, and drove all from the 
temple courts, both sheep and cattle; he scattered the coins of the money changers and overturned their tables. 16 To those who sold 
doves he said, “Get these out of here! Stop turning my Father’s house into a market!” 17 His disciples remembered that it is written: 
“Zeal for your house will consume me.”

18 The Jews then responded to him, “What sign can you show us to prove your authority to do all this?”

19 Jesus answered them, “Destroy this temple, and I will raise it again in three days.”

20 They replied, “It has taken forty-six years to build this temple, and you are going to raise it in three days?” 21 But the temple he had 
spoken of was his body. 22 After he was raised from the dead, his disciples recalled what he had said. Then they believed the scripture 
and the words that Jesus had spoken.

word POWER

Bishop’s Journal
Our Best Weapon is Prayer
I consider myself blessed to be born to a mother who introduced me to Christ at an early age.  She insisted 
that I attend church with her and my two sisters. Those formative years at Green Chapel African Methodist 
Episcopal Church taught me that I was loved without reservation by God and need not do anything to earn 
that love. Though I was born during legalized segregation in the state of Texas, I was still taught to love every-
one and to treat them with dignity and respect. I love Jesus and my church, The United Methodist Church with 
my heart, my mind and all my being. But I don’t believe that love of Jesus or Church calls for me to attack or 
to murder those that don’t believe as I do. The thought of this is abhorrent to me.

This probably explains why some people are having such a difficult time accepting that there are people like 
those that are soldiers of ISIS who pillage, maim and kill in the name of Allah to justify their acts of violence, 
while insisting that they are the real followers of Islam. 

My experience with God has shown me that the more I grow in my relationship with God, the more I love 
people. People who agree with me and people who downright hate the stances, I take. I discover that—it is 
not God’s will that any perish but that ALL come to eternal life. The more God fills my life, the less room there is in my heart for hatred.  
Instead of despair, I am comforted and my spirit is lifted by the great hymn—“Be not dismayed whatever betide, God will take care of 
you.”

In the wake of the violence against Christians by the forces of ISIS, I ask you to join me on the Sunday preceding Palm Sunday by 
praying the prayer below.  It was inspired by Bishop Gary Mueller of the Arkansas Conference and composed by Bishop Ken Carter of 
the Florida Conference. 

God of us all, 

You love us so passionately that you sent Your Son to help us experience the fullness of divine love. And while we love you, we are not 
often asked to risk our lives because of our faith.

This is not true for many of our sisters and brothers in Christ. Our hearts break as we see more of them suffering and dying simply 
because they are living as disciples of Jesus.

We pray for their safety and sanctuary. We pray that you will give them grace in suffering.  We are humbled by the witness of these 
martyred for their faith.  We pray for their persecutors, and that acts of violence and persecution will cease.

Help us to grow in our commitment to live as Jesus’ disciples. Remind us that we are the One Body of Christ: when one member suf-
fers, all suffer. Stir us to pray unceasingly. And empower us to speak boldly.

We pray all of this in the name of our Savior and Lord, Jesus the Christ. – Amen

Blessings,
Bishop James E. Swanson Sr.
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Bishop On the Move
Mark your calendars to attend events where Bishop James E. Swanson Sr. will be visiting in the upcoming days.

• March 12, 2015 (Thursday) 
Bishop Swanson will be preaching at Wells UMCs Lenten lunch at 11:30 a.m. The church is in Jackson, MS.   

• March 29, 2015 (Palm Sunday) 
Bishop Swanson will be preaching during the 11 a.m. service at First Unity UMC in Weir, MS.  

SEJ Disaster Academy Inspirational
By Tamica Smith-Jeuitt, Senior Communications Specialist,  
Mississippi Conference

Photo right: Devotion time at the SEJ Disaster Academy. 

Photo below right: Bishop Swanson led the worship around reflections of 
Katrina.

Photo bottom right: Barbra Tripp, a member of the UMCOR staff leads a 
disaster response course. 

As a former member of the Mississippi Conference Hurricane Katrina 
disaster recovery team, Larry Davis attended the Southeastern Jurisdic-
tion Disaster Academy in Biloxi, MS. Davis, who is the benefits officer for 
the Mississippi Annual Conference of The United Methodist Church, has not worked in 
disaster response for three years.

“It was good to get reenergized back to the ministry and mission. Out of all the ministry 
the church does, we do disaster response ministry better than anybody else. So, it was 
good to hear what was going on with that ministry and to see the passion that the folks 
have for the ministry,” said Davis.

Mike Yoder, the disaster response coordinator for the North Georgia Conference trav-
eled to Mississippi for the academy. He recalls making roughly 20 trips to Mississippi 
to deliver supplies after Hurricane Katrina.  Like Davis, Yoder was also inspired by the 
mindsets of the academy participants.

“There are people who want to be in the business of disaster response, who want to 
help the people on the street when they have a disaster...There are still people who 
want to do it because Christ tells them to do it,” he said.

The Mississippi Annual Conference hosted the disaster academy alongside the United Methodist 
Committee on Relief (UMCOR) and United Methodist Volunteers in Mission (UMVIM). There were 
more than 150 people from about 20 states present.  Several workshops were provided.  UMCOR ba-
sic disaster ministry, cultural sensitivity, long term recovery group development and advanced disaster 
care management were just a few of the sessions offered to the participants.  

The Mississippi Conference director of connectional ministries and communications, Rev. Dr. Connie 
Shelton was grateful for the turnout.

“The strength of the Southeastern Jurisdiction partnered with UMCOR and UMVIM is a reminder of 
the power of the connection in times of disaster. One third of the participants were new to disaster 
response. The spirit of anticipation and expectation was palpable,” expressed Shelton.

Mark Wall a member of Galloway Memorial UMC in Jackson, MS was one of the first-timers to disas-
ter response. He shared, “I am richer spiritually and I have a greater knowledge of serving those in 
need during the trying times.”

The year 2015 marks one decade since the tragedy and extraordinary generosity surrounding Hurricane Katrina’s devastation.

Mississippi United Methodists who are interested in becoming part of the disaster response ministry can contact Rev. David Cumbest, 
the conference disaster response coordinator, at disaster@mississippi-umc.org or call 228-990-4880. For Rev. David Newton, the 
conference UMVIM coordinator, email to umvim@mississippi-umc.org.

To view media coverage of the Southeastern Jurisdiction Disaster Academy, visit these links:  
WXXV (http://www.clipsyndicate.com/video/playlist/30835/5629701) 
WLOX (http://www.wlox.com/Clip/11169023/katrina-responders-return-to-south-mississippi#.VOz8BPPS0yQ.email). 

Connecting
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Podcast Features MS Conference DS
One Great Hour of Sharing March 15 
The Mississippi Conference New Albany District superintendent, John Moore, was serving as director of connectional ministries for the 
conference during Hurricane Katrina. That was ten years ago. In a recent podcast promoting the upcoming One Great Hour Sharing 
Special Sunday, March 15, Moore is urging all United Methodist to give to this special offering that supports the vital work of the United 
Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR).

The year 2015 marks 75 years of UMCOR being with those in crisis around the world.

Visit http://www.umcgiving.org/resource-articles/one-great-hour-of-sharing-podcasts to watch Moore’s interview. For more infor-
mation and the pastor’s tool kit to urge giving, go to http://www.mississippi-umc.org/newsdetail/786637.

Africa University Greeting to MS Conference
In light of the recent announcement of the Mississippi-Africa University Partner-
ship, the associate vice chancellor for institutional advancement for Africa University, 
James Salley, has graciously written a letter to the Mississippi Annual Conference. 
The intent of his notice is to thank the conference for its ongoing commitment to invest 
in Africa University. Salley even refers to the massive cross and flame the Mississippi 
Conference donated to the university years ago. The figure currently sits on a hilltop 
above the main campus. In the letter Salley writes:  

“That cross and flame, with all that it symbolizes, is still inspiring dreams and drawing 
people in.”

The Mississippi Conference has pledged to provide Africa University with 10 endowed 
scholarships in the amount of $130,000 each. Every local church in the Mississippi 
Conference is challenged to participate. In February, Bishop James E. Swanson Sr. extended an invitation to Mississippi United Meth-
odists asking them to support the 2015 Mission Offering that is designated to Africa University. This offering will be received during the 
2015 Session of the Mississippi Annual Conference in June.    

To read the entire letter from Africa University, go to https://files.ctctcdn.com/c6cffd0c001/7c7d0f3c-8020-4af0-9004-74c3953bb281.
pdf. For more information about the Mississippi-Africa University Partnership, go to http://www.mississippi-umc.org/brochuresand-
supportingmaterials. Churches can also locate resources to promote giving by visiting http://www.mississippi-umc.org/brochure-
sandsupportingmaterials.

Celebrating Mission Grants
Hot Dog Ministry, St. James UMC   
By Tamica Smith-Jeuitt, Senior Communications Specialist, Mississippi Conference

Photo right: Jeffery McCaskill, the spouse of St. James UMCs Rev. Brenda McCaskill, is 
grilling hot dogs for the community.  

Since 2008, the hot dog ministry at St. James UMC in Columbus, MS, continues to be a 
thriving program. The church is located in a disadvantage area of the city, across the street 
from a low-income housing community. On the second and fourth Saturday of each month, 
members of this ministry meet at the church where they serve hot dogs with condiments 
and drinks to neighboring children and adults. This is also a time of fellowship involving 
lively music and the distribution of Bibles, the church bulletin and other religious literature. 

In 2014, St. James was able to increase their generosity by offering soup thanks to the 
Mississippi Conference Connectional Ministries Mission Grants. These are matching grants 
available to United Methodist churches and United Methodist sponsored or related agen-
cies in Mississippi. The gift from the conference to St. James was $2,500. Since then, the 
church submitted a required report to the conference that explains how the funds were 
used to buy more food and Christian literature. The report also revealed that the record number of hot dogs given in one setting was 
320. A few handwritten notices of appreciation for the hot dog ministry was in the report too. One of the most touching messages came 
from a child who wrote:  

I am nine year-old and I am about to go to the fourth grade. This church tells you how God loves you and how his son was born. The 
church takes you step by steps.   

The ministry team reported that they not only wanted to feed the physical body, but offer spiritual food for the soul. The St. James UMC 
church motto is “The church that strives to include all of God’s people through love and service to the world.” The St. James hot dog 
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ministry is one way the church is living up to the motto. To read the appreciation letters, go to https://files.ctctcdn.com/c6cffd0c001/
e66dcf89-c5bc-436e-8f15-64d8a4c8f2fd.pdf.  

Follow The Circuit Rider for details on how to apply for the annual mission grants in the fall.

About Mission Grants
The Mississippi Conference Connectional Ministries Mission Grants are matching grants available to United Methodist churches and 
United Methodist sponsored or related agencies in Mississippi.  Grants range from $500 to $2,500 per project, with one award of up 
to $10,000. They are awarded to form spiritual leaders, new places for new people, connections through existing congregations and 
engagement in ministry with the poor; therefore, living out the four Core Values of The POWER of We.

Discipleship Ministries’ Is Agency’s New Identity 
Discipleship Ministries Communications Office

Discipleship Ministries has officially become the new name of the general agency of The United Methodist Church known for years as 
The General Board of Discipleship, or GBOD.

The name change, which includes new addresses for the website and agency personnel emails, was announced by Dr. Timothy L. 
Bias, General Secretary (chief executive) of Discipleship Ministries.  

“The shift from General Board of Discipleship to Discipleship Ministries was an intentional decision to more clearly communicate the 
work we do for The United Methodist Church,” Bias said. “On one level, we are adopting a ministry position. We want to listen and 
develop resources that help leaders make disciples and transform the world. The process of disciple-making is essential as we seek to 
develop and sustain vital congregations. Visit http://www.umcdiscipleship.org/resources/discipleship-ministries-is-agencys-new-
identity to read the press release.

Does The United Methodist Church have Official Rules for Observing Lent?
United Methodist News Service (UMNS)

Are you sure you know what the church expects of you at Lent? Find out by taking the daily quiz about the traditions and symbols of 
Lent and Easter. To take the quiz, go to http://www.umc.org/what-we-believe/lent-quiz-test-your-knowledge-of-the-season.

Lay Leaders Discuss Past, Shape Future 
United Methodist News Service (UMNS)

Nearly 80 conference lay leaders from around The United Methodist Church gathered in Baltimore to learn about the denomination’s 
past while looking at ways to shape the future. Erik Alsgaard of the Baltimore-Washington Conference reports, Visit http://bwcumc.
org/46196/ to read the story. 

Imagine No Malaria Recognized as Superhero at Global Meeting 
United Methodist News Service (UMNS)

Imagine No Malaria, an initiative of The United Methodist Church to prevent and treat malaria, has received a Superhero Award from 
the Rotarians Action Group on Malaria. The award was given during the recent annual meeting of the Alliance for Malaria Prevention in 
Geneva. Visit http://www.umc.org/news-and-media/imagine-no-malaria-recognized-as-superhero-at-global-meeting to read the 
press release.  

Faith Communities

Central UMC Offers Lenten Meditations      
Members of Central UMC in Jackson, MS have produced a booklet of Lenten meditations titled “Make Lent 
Count.”  

Michelle Henry the church communicator explained that “Central United Methodist Church would like for 
Lent to be more than just 40 days where we give up something, but want it to be a time where we gain 
something, a closer relationship with God.  So we’re asking that you Make Lent Count.  Spend this time in 
intentional prayer, acting on your faith and giving to others.”

The booklet may be freely copied and distributed, but the content may not be changed or altered in re-
distribution. Each author retains copyright to his or her own written words.  

To download the book, go to https://files.ctctcdn.com/c6cffd0c001/f80cdde3-1ea7-4894-bf68-
25d4298404c9.pdf.
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Starkville District’s Team HOPE Featured in Huffington Post   
Team HOPE of the Starkville District of the Mississippi Conference of The United Methodist Church, is featured in a national news 
publication. The group has been in existence for less than six months. Team HOPE is a healthcare advocacy team designed to promote 
health and wellness within the eight counties of the Starkville District. Visit http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2015/02/23/united-meth-
odist-church-health-advocacy_n_6735992.html to read the article in the Huffington Post on Team HOPE.

A Clearer Vision of Jesus   
By Cynthia Laird, Lay Servant in Training, Senatobia District UMC 

Photo right: (left to right) Shelby Dorr of Hernando UMC and Joshua-Charles Sykes of 
Trinity UMC having fun clowning around at King’s Kids Bible Day Camp.

On Saturday, Feb. 28, 2015, Hernando UMC hosted the Senatobia District Lay Servant 
Training event, which was sponsored by the DeSoto County Cluster.  Rev. Mary Hutson, 
pastor of Ruleville First UMC, taught the basic class about serving others through Christian 
ministry by following the example set by Jesus.  Cheryl Denley, Senatobia District secre-
tary, led the advanced class, “Lay Pastoral Care Giving” on how laity can be the church. 
Rev. Alecia Fischer of Maples Memorial UMC and Kris Dorr of Hernando UMC led the 
advanced class, “Safe Spaces,” ways to create a safe haven in our churches for children, 
youth, and vulnerable adults.  The new class this year was the “King’s Kids Bible Day 
Camp.”  This camp provided a fun time for first through fourth grade children who came 
with a parent attending the lay servant training.  The children participated in fun activities 
as they learned more about Jesus. 

When I arrived, I was surprised to see three ladies from Pleasant Hill UMC.  Alesia Hise, 
Candace Garcia, Denise Yates, and I came for the Basic Lay Servant class.  Even though 
we are friends, none of us knew that the others would be there.  We simply answered the summons of God to learn and serve.  My 
decision to attend began with a dream.  In my dream, Rev. Andy Ray, Senatobia District superintendent, was in a religious gathering 
extending the invitation to commit to the Lord in service.  I crossed my arms and thought to myself, “I am not going up there.  I already 
do enough.”  At that very moment, I awakened and heard a voice saying, “Do not quench the Holy Spirit.”  Several days later, I was in 
church when the lay servant training was announced, just like it had been announced many times before.  That Sunday many pastors 
in the conference who follow the lectionary, preached on the disciples leaving their fishing nets and following Jesus.  My husband, Rev. 
David Laird, also preached that lesson.  That message spoke to me, and I enrolled in the lay servant training.

My three friends and I want to learn more, so we are preparing to meet weekly to study and grow in our understanding of what it means 
to be a lay servant.  We feel the presence of the Lord even stronger now that we have shared a mountaintop experience and gained 
a clearer vision of Jesus.  It gives me great joy to think of serving the Lord alongside these friends.  However, that is God’s decision to 
make.  Whether he leads us into service together, or into service apart, we are not alone. God is with us, and that is joy enough.

UM Delivers Awareness Speech at MS State Capitol 
Scott Crawford (photo right) of Broadmeadow United Methodist Church in Jackson, MS gave remarks during 
disAbility Awareness Day at the Mississippi State Capitol on February 11, 2015. Crawford is a member of the 
board of directors for the Mississippi Coalition for Citizens with Disabilities. He is also the government relations 
chair for the Mississippi Division of the National Multiple Sclerosis Society. Crawford has multiple sclerosis and 
advocates for the disabled. Read his speech below.

I spent much of my childhood in Vicksburg, went to college at Millsaps, and then on to get my doctorate in 
Clinical Psychology at USM. I worked in Miami, with older adults and people with various forms of cognitive 
impairment, while teaching part time. In 1989, I came down with a rapidly progressive form of Multiple Sclero-
sis. It ended a career I was passionate about, one that I spent a decade of training to build.  

In 2006, I returned to Jackson so I could be closer to my family. It didn’t take long, however, to realize that I 
was needed here. With help from disability advocacy organizations, I was able to make my house more-or-less accessible, but the truth 
is, I can’t get beyond my driveway without encountering obstacles that should have been corrected by the Americans with Disabilities 
Act, now a quarter century old. Yes, a generation has passed, and we’ve scarcely begun to come into compliance. 

What do I mean? Well, when I got back to Jackson, the paratransit system was virtually nonexistent. We had a few broken down buses, 
not nearly enough for the thousands of people needing transportation in our Capital City. The fixed route buses were a decade old, with 
broken lifts that routinely left my friends and I on the side of the road, literally in the dust. It took litigation in Federal Court to motivate 
system-wide transportation reform here in Mississippi’s Capital, so that people like me could get on the back of the bus. People like 
myself remain without transportation after 7 p.m. and on Sundays. 
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Jackson’s sidewalks, where we have them, remain largely inaccessible to people with disabilities due to the lack of curb ramps and 
generally poor maintenance. The consequence of inaccessible sidewalks is that people like myself ride their wheelchairs in the streets 
with traffic (precisely how I get to church), with tragic consequences. In the past few years alone, we’ve lost three people using wheel-
chairs on the streets of Jackson.  

Without such infrastructure, people with disabilities can’t even BEGIN to consider employment, a social life, attending church, volunteer-
ing, or even taking care of their own basic necessities (e.g., grocery shopping). People with disabilities represent twenty percent of the 
population, but most of us will experience a disability during our lives. It’s long since time for Mississippi to welcome and value all its 
citizens equally. We must make our story one about redemption!

To view Crawford’s entire presentation on facebook, visit https://www.facebook.com/video.php. 

Administry

Protecting Our Churches: 15-Passenger Van Update
Boy Scout Troops
There are churches within our conference that have Boy Scout troops that are associated with the 
church. The following information was provided by GuideOne Insurance regarding 15-passenger 
vans and Boy Scouts of America:

Earlier this month, the Boy Scouts of America announced that, effective September 1, 2015, 15-pas-
senger vans manufactured before 2005 will no longer be allowed in connection with Scouting pro-
grams and activities. The Boy Scouts determined that the rollover risk posed by 15-passenger vans 
manufactured before 2005 are such that they should not be used. Churches that act as chartered 
organizations for a Boy Scout troop, and/or those that supply transportation for scouting activities, 
should be aware of this restriction.

To read more, visit https://files.ctctcdn.com/c6cffd0c001/d4a9929e-9b6b-4476-a5f5-1ac234960c79.pdf.

Should a Pastor Know What Church Members Give? 
United Methodist News Service (UMNS)

Ann A. Michel, associate director of the United Methodist-related Lewis Center for Church Leadership, says there are valid pastoral, 
spiritual, and developmental reasons why pastors should know what church members give. To read her thoughts, visit http://www.
churchleadership.com/leadingideas/leaddocs/2015/150218_article.html.  

Cancel Worship 
When is it right to cancel worship?  
United Methodist News Service (UMNS)

With winter weather creating hazardous conditions across the United States, the Rev. Sky McCracken has some advice for church lead-
ers weighing whether to cancel or postpone Sunday worship. McCracken is the superintendent of the Memphis Conference’s Paducah 
District. Go to http://www.memphis-umc.net/newsdetail/815515 to read his thoughts.     

Students

The Gathering Draws 25K Meals for Stop Hunger Now
Tamica Smith-Jeuitt, Senior Communications Specialist, Mississippi Conference

Photo right: Greg Molen (right) assists with securing a box of filled with meals.  

In partnership with the hunger relief agency Stop Hunger Now, youth of the Mississippi Confer-
ence of The United Methodist Church recently came together to package 25,000 meals that will 
be shipped to vulnerable children and families around the world. This occurred during the sec-
ond day of the conference’s 2015 event for youth, The Gathering. It took place Feb. 27 - March 
1 at Christ UMC in Jackson, MS. There were roughly 1,100 participants but all of them were not 
Methodist. Greg Molen, a volunteer chaperon from Lakeside Presbyterian Church in Brandon, 
MS, brought approximately 40 young people from his church to experience The Gathering.     

“One of the things we look at is to set aside denominational differences and just do things. Really 
we are all trusting in Jesus Christ as our Savoir, we want to serve him and serve the church. It is 
not about the denomination,” said Molen who worked alongside the students.  
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“Way Back When” 

Save the Date  |  Announcements

Arts Under The Dome Features Brazilian Guitarist
March 6, 2015
Gulfport concert series Arts Under The Dome will bring to the stage Brazilian guitarist Diego Figueiredo on Friday, March 6 at 7 p.m. 
The Arts Under the Dome is a long-running concert series offered by First United Methodist Church in downtown Gulfport, MS. For 
more information, visit http://arts.fumc-gulfport.org/season-201415/.

The meal packages combine rice, soy, dehydrated vegetables and a flavoring mix 
that includes 23 essential vitamins, according to Stop Hunger Now. The contribution 
from The Gathering will go towards the Mississippi Conference’s one million meals 
goal. Stop Hunger Now coordinators recently shared that the conference is on track 
to meet that target number before the June 2015 Session of the Mississippi Annual 
Conference. So far, more than 955,000 meals have been boxed.  

Change was the theme for The Gathering 2015 conference (photo right). The high-
energy weekend included worship led by Steve Fee and his band, powerful spoken 
word art from Amena Brown and a performance by the dance crew Remote Kontrol. 
The youth engaged in a basketball tournament and other outdoor games. A local 
television station captured some of the action for its newscasts.

Go to http://www.wdam.com/clip/11187421/kids-help-feed-the-hungry-in-africa to 
watch the story about The Gathering. To view pictures on Flickr from The Gathering, visit https://www.flickr.com/photos/119483421@
N02/sets/72157650724337010/.

More video from The Gathering, enjoy!
• Worship, Praise and Play at The Gathering 2015 - http://youtu.be/tvRksQoks1k
• United in Prayer at The Gathering 2015 - http://youtu.be/VR5F1OH8DYw
• All Smiles at The Gathering 2015 - http://youtu.be/DfZTxrscSRc 

New Video Featuring Leading HBCU Claflin University Debuts for Black History Month
United Methodist Communications

In conjunction with Black History Month, a new video features the accomplishments of Claflin University (http://www.claflin.edu/), one 
of the oldest Historically Black Colleges and Universities in the U.S. The video (https://www.youtube.com/watch), which highlights 
the 20-year tenure of the university’s president, Dr. Henry N. Tisdale and Alice Carson Tisdale, the first lady, also gives evidence to the 
continued relevancy of HBCUs in the ever-changing higher education landscape.

Claflin, located in Orangeburg, S.C., is one of 11 Black colleges and universities supported by the Black College Fund of The United 
Methodist Church (http://www.gbhem.org/education/bcf), which supports the largest number of Black colleges and universities of any 
church body in the United States.

Visit https://files.ctctcdn.com/c6cffd0c001/5adb18ed-eee0-448d-9b07-b481503088c7.pdf to read the press release. 

The POWER of We funded in part by your apportioned mission shares. 

?
Can you name this  

Mississippi United Methodist 
clergy person?  The photo of her 

was taken way back when  
she was 4 years old.

The answer can be found below,  
after the Methodist Tested Recipe!
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COSROW Coffee and Conversation
March 12, 2015
What is COSROW (Commission on the Status and Role of Women)?

You are invited to a “Coffee and Conversation” time of fellowship, sharing, and learning as we 
seek to reflect upon these important questions as the women and men of our Mississippi Annual 
Conference. This takes place at Gulfport First UMC, 2301 15th Street, downtown Gulfport, MS. 
For more information, visit http://www.mississippi-umc.org/eventdetail/841668.
 
Senatobia District UMW and UMM Domestic Violence Awareness
March 14, 2015  

This seminar on domestic violence awareness will take place a Hernando United Methodist Church located at 1890 Mt. Pleasant Road 
in Hernando, MS. Ginger Grissom director of Wesley House in Meridian, Lorraine Caddy, director of House of Grace in Southaven, and 
the Desoto County Sheriff Bill Rasco are the speakers. The event is 9:30 a.m. until noon. For more information call Laura Grubbs at 
662-471-1794 or Edna Cave at 662-429-9859.   
 
Greenwood District Lay Servant/Lay Speaking School
March 20-21, 2015  

Those interested in participating in “Living, Leading and Developing Laity Fruitfulness,” may register through the Greenwood District 
office. Registration forms will be available through your church or the Greenwood District office, call 662-453-0878. Cost is $50 per 
person. The registration deadline is March 6.

The event will take place at Moore Memorial United Methodist Church, 201 Magnolia Street, Winona, MS.  

Go to https://files.ctctcdn.com/c6cffd0c001/9d6e8542-11a9-457a-9f5c-6e31b4efc274.pdf or more details.
 
Mississippi UMM “Lead Like Jesus” Workshop (CEU)
March 28, 2015 

Mississippi United Methodist Men (UMM) will sponsor the “Lead Like Jesus” workshop, a one-day event 
designed to equip men and women to lead like Jesus. This event for .6 CEU credit, is happening Satur-
day, March 28, 2015 from 8:30 a.m. - 5 p.m. at Camp Lake Stephens. For more information, visit http://
www.mississippi-umc.org/eventdetail/813072.
 
Deadline for Petitions and Resolutions
March 31, 2015 

The March 31 deadline is quickly approaching to submit petitions and resolutions to the Mississippi Annual Conference. To read the 
rules and processes governing the submission of resolutions and petitions to the annual conference, go to http://www.mississippi-
umc.org/2015petitionsandresolutions.

Clergy Under 40 ‘U 40’ SLI Group 
April 15, 2015
This event will take place on April 15, 2015, 10 a.m. - 3 p.m. at the Mississippi United Method-
ist Foundation office on 581 Highland Colony Parkway, Ridgeland MS, 39157. Lunch will be 
provided so please RSVP to spiritualleadership@mississippi-umc.org by April 10, 2015. 
Go to http://www.mississippi-umc.org/eventdetail/846425 to read the message from Larry 
Hilliard, the Mississippi Conference director of spiritual leadership.
 
Saving Sabbath Workshop Retreat
April 18, 2015
Saving Sabbath is an interactive one-day workshop for children and family ministry leaders dedicated to explore various areas of relax-
ation, reflection and spiritual arts. Practicing Sabbath can be challenging. This event is free to all children and family ministry leaders. It 
will take place at Alta Woods UMC in Jackson, MS. Morning refreshments and lunches are provided. For more information, visit http://
www.mississippi-umc.org/eventdetail/803016.
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Announcements:
 
Nominations Requested for 2015 Tobias Gibson Award
Nominations are now being solicited by the Commission on Archives and History for its annual Tobias Gibson Award. Nominees should 
have made significant contributions to the preservation of the history of Methodism in the Mississippi Conference, ideally within the last 
year. Nominations are due by Wednesday, May 6, 2015.  For more information, visit http://www.mississippi-umc.org/awards2015.
 
Society of St. Andrew VBS Program
Abundance Orchard includes biblical background and lesson preparation helps for teachers and complete resources for storytelling, 
arts and crafts, recreation, music, snacks, and missions activities, along with vacation Bible school planning suggestions, and daily 
memory verses. To read more, go to https://files.ctctcdn.com/c6cffd0c001/0baf0d35-ef02-4d18-9ede-6692e6d58605.pdf.

Cokesbury Announces New Children’s Curriculum 
Deep Blue Immerses Kids in God’s Love
Based on the award-winning Deep Blue Kids Bible, Cokesbury has announced Deep Blue, a new 
children’s curriculum releasing in June 2015 for use starting this fall. The awe-inspiring resource 
includes adventure, exciting stories, science experiments, arts and crafts, animated video storytell-
ing for today’s media-savvy kids, and active games – all combined into a living-faith experience that 
will help children discover what it means to be a disciple of Jesus Christ today. To read more, visit 
https://files.ctctcdn.com/c6cffd0c001/14cc7e95-8dfe-419a-a27b-bd0225e36a7c.pdf.
 
Seventy-five Ways to Celebrate UMCOR
A list of 75 things you can do to celebrate the 75th year of the United Methodist Committee on Relief being there for those in crisis. To 
find out more, go to http://www.mississippi-umc.org/fi.../fileshare/reliefkitv1.pdf.

Advertise in the Special Annual Conference Edition of The Circuit Rider 
This issue will highlight the events of the 2015 Session of the Mississippi Annual Conference.
To place an advertisement in the special edition, send emails to  receptionist@mississippi-umc.
org or call 601-354-0515.

Ad placement deadlines:

• Ads requiring design and layout: 3 p.m. Friday, May 22, 2015, email information to recep-
tionist@mississippi-umc.org;
• Camera-Ready Ads (Press Quality PDF): 3 p.m. Wednesday, May 27, 2015, email to recep-
tionist@mississippi-umc.org.

To download the ad specifications and prices, go to http://www.mississippi-umc.org/files/file-
share/crspecialedadsizes2015.pdf. 

Please make checks payable to the Mississippi Conference. Checks can be mailed to The 
Mississippi Annual Conference, 320-C Briarwood Drive, Jackson, MS 39206.

Cares & Concerns

Brookhaven District Superintendent Dies         
The Rev. Dr. H. Wayne Webster (photo right) passed away on Feb. 19, 2015.  Webster was a district super-
intendent for the Brookhaven District in the Mississippi Conference. He was also the spouse to Rev. Carolyn 
Webster, (full connection Deacon) currently serving at Kynett UMC, and the brother-in-law to Rev. Steve 
Casteel, (full connection elder) currently serving at Clinton First UMC.   

A memorial service for Webster was held Tuesday Feb. 24, 2015 in Amory, MS. The family asks that in lieu of 
flowers, any memorials be made to the United Methodist Hour’s Preaching Academy at P.O. Box 1393 Clinton, 
MS 39060.  Please continue to keep the Websters and the Casteels in your prayers during this time of mourn-
ing.

::

It is with great sadness that Senatobia District reports the death Rev. Dr. Maurice Smith (serving McDonald and Beulah Grove UMCs 
in Pontotoc, MS). Arrangements are incomplete and will be announced as soon as available.
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::

Elizabeth Ranager, 94, passed away on Feb. 27, 2015. She was the surviving spouse of Rev. Walter Ranager, who at the time of his 
death was a member of the North Mississippi Conference serving Lyon UMC. Ranager is also the mother of Rev. Dr. Joseph Ranager, 
who is currently serving the Mt. Vernon and Tyro United Methodist churches, as well a chaplain with Methodist Healthcare in Memphis, 
TN. Ranager was a member of St. Luke’s UMC in Jackson. A memorial service will be held at St. Luke’s in Jackson on Thursday, March 
12, 2015 at 11 a.m.

Aunt Michie’s Spicy Meat Balls  

Meat Balls: Mix. Shape into 3/4-inch balls. Melt 1 tablespoon oleo in skillet. Add meat balls and brown. Shake skillet to brown evenly 
and to keep ball round. Pour off fat. Sauce: Pour sauce over meatballs and cover. Cook 10 minutes, stirring occasionally. Keep hot in 
crock-pot. Use toothpicks to spear. May be frozen. Yields about three dozen. 

— By Angie Hopper in The Fruits of Our Labour, published by the Prayer Warriors Sunday school class at Hickory Flat UMC

Methodist Tested Recipes

Answer to “Way Back When”
The person is in the photo is Heather Hensarling, district superintendent for the Seashore District. Send your throwback images 
with details to Tamica@mississippi-umc.org.

Have a recipe that is too good to keep to yourself? Share it with our Circuit Rider readers. Email your favorite recipes to 
news@mississippi-umc.org.

As a courtesy to the Mississippi Annual Conference, job announcements from across the United Methodist connection are featured in 
The Circuit Rider. To submit an employment notice, send an email to news@mississipppi-umc.org.  Postings are not guaranteed 
to appear more than once in Mississippi Conference publications. To read a description of job opening(s) listed below as well as 
other listings, go to www.mississippi-umc.org/employmentopportunities.

• Wesley Foundation Director at Jackson State University - Jackson, MS 
• Director of Youth Ministry at First UMC - Cary, NC 
• Director Collegiate Minister at Tuskegee Wesley Foundation - Tuskegee, AL
• Part-time Assistant Youth Minister at St. Matthews - Madison, MS
• Full-time Director of Youth Ministries at University UMC - Chapel Hill, NC
• Full-time Director of Children’s Ministries, Canterbury UMC - Birmingham, AL

Employment 

1/4 lb. ground beef
1/4 c. fine bread crumbs
3/4 tsp. salt
1/2 tsp. Accent
1 1/2 Tbsp. minced onion
1/2 tsp. horseradish
3 drops Tabasco
2 eggs, beaten

Sauce:
1/2 c. catsup
1/2 c. water
1/4 c. cider vinegar
2 Tbsp. brown sugar
1/4 tsp. pepper
1 Tbsp. minced onion
2 tsp. Worcestershire sauce
1 1/2 tsp. salt
1 tsp.dry mustard
3 drops Tabasco
Dash of cayenne pepper
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Stay Connected

www.facebook.com/pages/The-Mississippi-United-Methodist-Conference/436491529732524

https://twitter.com/Mississippi_UMC

www.youtube.com/channel/UCSRtxv_Kix8IbYuHKRMLIjg

www.flickr.com/photos/119483421@N02/

Stay Connected with ConnecTText
Mississippi United Methodists with the ability to receive text messaging via phone are encouraged to sign up for ConnecTText. 

The service is another option for people to stay informed about important dates and other conference happenings.

To sign up for ConnecTText:
1. Remember, you must have the ability to get text messages on your phone.
2. From your mobile phone, text the letters ‘MSUMC’ to the number 95577 and press send.
3. Wait a few seconds for a confirmation text and you’re connected!

Mississippi Conference’s Mobile App—MY MSUMC 
MY MSUMC — the Mississippi Conference of The United Methodist Church’s official mobile app — is available at no cost on all iPhone, 
Android, Galaxy and Blackberry phones and their corresponding pads and tablets.

MY MSUMC allows easy access to the latest conference events, local UM news and The Circuit Rider. The MY MSUMC app presents 
users with a unique opportunity to interact with the conference by submitting prayer requests, recording audio of personal testimonies 
and posting comments via facebook and twitter. Plus, the ‘Our Districts’ feature shows a comprehensive list of district contact informa-
tion and even directions from the user’s current location — all from a mobile smart phone or tablet device.

Feel free to leave a comment about the app on the Mississippi United Methodist Conference facebook and twitter pages.


