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Items in the home of Melanie Henry Schnadelbach could be seen 
floating around in flood water just a few weeks ago. Schnadelbach, 
a local church director of music is the victim of the widespread flood-
ing across Mississippi early this month. Read about how her faith is 
keeping her lifted in the section Connecting on page 3.
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John 20:19-31 
New International Version (NIV)
Jesus Appears to His Disciples
19 On the evening of that first day of the week, when the disciples were together, with the doors locked for fear of the Jewish leaders, Jesus 
came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you!” 20 After he said this, he showed them his hands and side. The disciples were 
overjoyed when they saw the Lord.
21 Again Jesus said, “Peace be with you! As the Father has sent me, I am sending you.” 22 And with that he breathed on them and said, 
“Receive the Holy Spirit. 23 If you forgive anyone’s sins, their sins are forgiven; if you do not forgive them, they are not forgiven.”
Jesus Appears to Thomas
24 Now Thomas (also known as Didymus[a]), one of the Twelve, was not with the disciples when Jesus came. 25 So the other disciples told 
him, “We have seen the Lord!”
But he said to them, “Unless I see the nail marks in his hands and put my finger where the nails were, and put my hand into his side, I will not 
believe.”
26 A week later his disciples were in the house again, and Thomas was with them. Though the doors were locked, Jesus came and stood 
among them and said, “Peace be with you!” 27 Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here; see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it 
into my side. Stop doubting and believe.”
28 Thomas said to him, “My Lord and my God!”
29 Then Jesus told him, “Because you have seen me, you have believed;blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed.”
The Purpose of John’s Gospel
30 Jesus performed many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not recorded in this book. 31 But these are written that you 
may believe[b] that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name.

word POWER

Bishop On the Move
Mark your calendar to attend events where Bishop James E. Swanson Sr. will be visiting in the upcoming days. 
• March 31, 2016 (Thursday) - Bishop Swanson will attend "The Next Phase" candidacy retreat at Duncan Gray 
Center in Canton, Miss.  
• April 1- 2, 2016 (Friday - Saturday) - Bishop Swanson will attend the Alabama-West Florida United Methodist Men 
Advance (Men's Ministry Annual Meeting, at Blue Lake United Methodist Camp, in Andalusia, Ala.  Swanson is the 
keynote speaker.
• April 3, 2016 (Sunday) - Bishop Swanson will preach at First UMC in Louisville, Miss. during the 11 a.m. worship.   
The Rev. Mike Childs is the pastor.
• April 3, 2016 (Sunday) - Bishop Swanson will preach at Grenada-Vincent UMC at 3 p.m. The Rev. Kordell Sims is 
the pastor.
• April 4, 2016 (Monday) - Bishop Swanson will meet with Mississippi Conference clergywomen at Ridgeland First UMC, 9:30 a.m. - 1 
p.m.
• April 4, 2016 (Monday) - Bishop Swanson will meet with those to be ordained at the 2016 Session of the Mississippi Annual Confer-
ence.
• April 18-19, 2016 (Monday-Tuesday) - Bishop Swanson will attend the Gammon Theological Seminary Board of Trustees meeting in 
Atlanta, Ga. 

For more info, go to  
www.mississippi-umc.org/2016specialcr

www.umcgiving.org/ministry-articles/
native-american-ministries-sunday
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Connecting

Comfort in Disaster  
By Tamica Smith Jeuitt, Sr. Communications Specialist, Mississippi Conference

Photo right and below right: Melanie Henry Schnadelbach shared these photos 
on her facebook page. They were taken by her son who wants people to  pray for his 
parents and their neighbors. 

These days Melanie Henry Schnadelbach is finding comfort in what she calls her first 
love to help her  cope with a crisis -- music.   She is the part-time director of music at 
St. Paul's United Methodist Church in Clarksdale, Mississippi.  Schnadelbach and her 
husband have been displaced from their home of 30 years because of flooding caused 
by heavy rain in early March.

"I have just been humming several songs, a children's song, 'The Lord Told Noah to 
Build Him an Arky, Arky,' that one played on me for a long time in the beginning," she 
said.  "The Lord has got all of this in his hands and if you truly believe, he's going to 
lead you through."

More than 20 inches of rising water forced the couple to evacuate to a hotel, leaving 
the home where they raised their two sons who are now adults.

"When you see everything you own, pretty much gone, it was just difficult. The initial 
reaction is indescribable."

Despite their misfortune, Schnadelbach said she finds hope in bright spots -- like the 
caring people in the community and their church family, who have stepped up to help 
them. 

"One of the members brought my son out twice in a boat to get stuff before we could 
even really access the house.  The church offered food; they packed up all my dishes and are allowing me to store them."

Schnadelbach said 10 days passed before she went back in the home and once again, United Methodist disaster response workers were 
there.

"They came by with the flood buckets and have walked through the home to see what they can do. At this point everything has been removed 
from the house.  We have to wait for the house to dry out," she said.

Wayne Winter serves as the disaster response coordinator for First United Methodist Church Clarksdale and St. Paul's. He was part of the 
team who assisted the Schnadelbachs.  He is also the lay leader at St. Paul's UMC and was not affected by the flood.  Having lived in the 
Clarksdale area since 1955, Winter cannot recall flooding of this sort to his community.   He estimates Methodists have delivered roughly 400 
flood buckets to victims of this crisis.

"We are in trouble. We don't like it. We're hurting but we are going to rise," he said.

Although Schnadelbach feels the same way, she explained that her faith has always been in the Lord so it easy for her to move forward.  On 
Easter Sunday, even with her concerns, she directed the church choir -- finding comfort in her music.

Bishop Swanson Message on March Flooding 
Several Mississippi Conference disaster relief coordinators continue to be on-site assess-
ing damage following flash flooding on March 10 and 11. In a video message to the confer-
ence, Bishop James Swanson Sr. offers some ways that you can consider aiding these 
efforts as teams partake in this important ministry. To watch the video, go to www.youtube.
com/watch?v=T6SednbRpzQ&feature=youtu.be.

Early Response Team Training
April 23, 8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. - Maples Memorial UMC, 8745 Goodman Road, Olive 
Branch, MS 38654. Register at: http://bit.ly/1T4n39J. Cost is $40.00. 0.5 CEUs available 
to clergy for an additional $10.00.

April 30, 8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. - Lewis Memorial UMC, 198 Taylor Avenue, Calhoun City, 
MS 38916. Register at: http://bit.ly/1Pnc04H. Cost is $40. 0.5 CEUs available to clergy for an additional $10.00.

The mission of an Early Response Team (ERT) is to provide a caring Christian presence in the aftermath of a disaster. 

Disaster Response News Update
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An early response team fills a specific need in the early days after a disaster to establish the caring presence of the church and to provide 
hope for the survivors. Through the United Methodist Committee on Relief and the United Methodist Volunteers in Mission (UMCOR/UM-
VIM) partnership, you can serve with a team (typically 10-16 persons) or as an individual. Volunteers need to be in relatively good health, 
complete an application form, willing to pay his/her own way or help to raise team funds, and agree to attend training sessions conducted 
by the team leader prior to departure.

What will members of these Early Response Teams be trained to do?
• They provide a Christian presence. This does not sound like a task and is NOT. However it can be the MOST important thing a team can do.
• They take steps to prevent further damage to a family's personal property (stabilize):
   - Tarping
   - Debris removal
   - Cleaning out flooded homes

• Teams may be asked to manage donated materials, gather information, or other things as deemed necessary by the community.
• They observe survivor's needs and report these to the local operations.
• They are a part of the caring ministry of "listeners" who will help the survivor begin to heal.

We need certified ERTs to respond to disaster in the days after they happen. For more details, contact ERT Trainer, Rev. CJ Caufiled, 
siege.caufield@gmail.com or 601-940-7272.

Cleaning Buckets Needed
The United Methodist Committee On Relief (UMCOR) depots in Louisiana and Alabama are running 
low on cleaning buckets. Please encourage your congregations to consider helping make buckets. 
Cleaning buckets enable people to begin the overwhelming job of cleaning up after a flood or hurri-
cane. If you would like to help by assembling cleaning buckets, click here for assembly and shipping 
instructions. If you are storing buckets or need more information, contact David Cumbest at 228-990-
4880.

Here is a list of drop-off sites for the cleaning buckets in Mississippi:

• Brookhaven District - take completed buckets to Camp Wesley Pines
• East Jackson District - contact Gary Glazier gcglazier@yahoo.com or call 662-231-2287  
  for information about pick up of buckets
• Senatobia District - Sardis UMC is receiving and storing flood buckets
• West Jackson District - Parkway Hills is receiving flood buckets

Remembering the Mission Offering   
Has your local church discussed the Mississippi-Africa University Partnership lately?

Members of the Mississippi Conference are being reminded of their commitment to the Mississippi-Africa 
University Partnership. The partnership is a campaign to provide $1.3 million dollars to Africa University. 
The funds would be collected over the annual conference sessions 2015 and 2016. At the beginning of 
2016, the conference reported more than half of the goal had been pledged. This was thanks to com-
mitments of four full scholarships in the amount of $130,000 and several major gift donors. The 2016 
Mission Offering will be collected on June 9, 2016 during the mission service.  

Every local church in the Mississippi Conference is challenged to participate in the campaign at the level 
appropriate for that church. Visit www.mississippi-umc.org/MSAUpartnership to review all the infor-
mation about the Mississippi-Africa University Partnership.   

UPDATE: Bishop's Meeting with MS Conference Clergywomen
April 4, 2016 

On April 4, 2016 Bishop James Swanson Sr. is inviting all clergywomen to meet him at Ridgeland First UMC in Ridgeland, Mississippi, 9:30 
a.m. - 1 p.m., in the fellowship hall. The church is located at 234 W. Jackson Street. Lunch will be provided. Call Donna White at 601-948-
4561 or email to dwhite@Mississippi-umc.org  if you will or will not be eating lunch so adequate food quantities can be prepared. This will 
be an informal time of conversation. 
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Childcare Options for Annual Conference Session
By Laura Lea Williams, Mississippi Conference Staff 

Photo right: Christy McNair (left) play with the children in the day care during the 2014 
annual conference session. 

For parents attending the Session of the Mississippi Annual Conference, childcare 
can be an issue. That is why conference leaders are happy to offer options for parents 
during the 2016 session, June 9-11 at the Jackson Convention Complex in Jackson, 
Mississippi.

The childcare option for children aged 8 weeks to 11 years old will be supervised care 
by professional child care workers who will be following state regulations as well as safe 
sanctuary guidelines. The director and workers plan varies activities so that the week-
end is enriching for the young attenders of the session of annual conference. Some of 
the planned activities include: Bible stories, crafts and even ball pits.

There is a $20 registration fee per family, plus a fee of $15 per session per child with a family max of $50 a day for sessions. These fees aid 
in offsetting program cost. Pre-registration is imperative to ensure that there are an appropriate number of childcare workers on duty for the 
child to worker ratio required by law. Registration forms will be available in the pre-conference journal with specific details and can be found at 
www.mississippi-umc.org/childcare2016.

For youth, 12 years old through 18 years old, there will be The Zone. The Zone is a space within the Jackson Convention Complex that will be 
transformed into a supervised arcade retreat where youth can gather.

Mike Howington, Mississippi Conference Youth and Family Ministry coordinator, hopes that The Zone will foster communication and fellow-
ship among the youth. "Annual Conference is a place that brings people together," said Howington. "There are so many luncheons and events 
that bring together the adults. This area gives students the chance to connect with their peers at the conference in a safe, supervised, and fun 
area."

This is an open door space with no cost for the youth. While this is a supervised area, it serves as a hang-out location that youth can use to 
connect. For this age group, there is no official check in or check out. There is no food or drinks offered in The Zone. Parents are reminded 
to connect with your youth for lunch and throughout the day. The Zone staff will follow state regulations and safe sanctuary guidelines. This 
space will be closed during worship and Nexus.

Nexus, a one day youth event planned by the Conference Council on Youth Ministry begins at 1 p.m. on Thursday. It is an afternoon event 
that will involve games, speakers, and more. For more information and to register for Nexus, please visit www.mississippi-umc.org/nexus. 

Miss. Lawmakers Honor Rust College  
for 150 years of Service and Excellence        
By Tamica Smith Jeuitt, Senior Communications Specialist, Mississippi Conference  

Photo right: Rust College President David Beckley (left) received the joint-resolution 
from state leaders in the Senate chamber on March 17.

Photo below right: The Rust College A' Cappella received a standing ovation. The 
choir has existed more than 80 years.

In recognition of its 150th anniversary, Rust College was presented a joint-reso-
lution from the Mississippi legislature on March 17, 2016. Rust College, a United 
Methodist-related historically black college, was founded in 1866. It is located in 
Holly Springs, Miss., where Dr. David Beckley is the president of Rust. He accepted 
the honor and thanked the lawmakers before introducing the renowned Rust Col-
lege A' Cappella Choir who performed one song.  

Alice Perry said she took a break from her job in the governor's office to hear the 
choir that brought her to tears.

"I heard the choir sing about 10 years ago, and I have just followed them since. I 
think they are a gift to Mississippi," said Perry as she wiped her face dry. "It's the 
sound. It is the message. It is just so beautiful," she added. 

Beckley said he was not surprised by Perry's emotional reaction.

"Everywhere we go, we find somebody just like her. It is a good feeling. They say 
music soothes the soul and our music obviously has been a special point in her 
life," Beckley stated.
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Photo right: Alice Perry commended Rust College president Dr. David Beckley following the choir's 
performance. 

The Rust College A' Cappella Choir was established 1932 as a means for fundraising and making 
friends of the college. For more information about Rust College, and to follow events related to 
the 150th anniversary, visit www.rustcollege.edu/.

The POWER of We funded in part by your apportioned mission shares.   

3rd Annual Day of Hope -  
Bringing Hope to Hurting Children in Mississippi  
By Robyn Burchfield, Methodist Children's Homes

The Methodist Children's Homes invites you to attend the 3rd Annual Day of Hope, a commu-
nity day on campus. Join them on Saturday, April 23 from 10 a.m. - 1:30 p.m. as they celebrate 
the hope that has been restored in the children through the faithful members of the Methodist 
churches across Mississippi.  

The Day of Hope is so much more than a "day," and the outcome can be life changing. This one 
day makes a ripple effect for everyone involved. For Kristi, this one day gave her a forever home. 
Last year at the Day of Hope, she met the Parker family while giving them a tour of her home. 
The Parker's fell in love with her and began the foster care training program through MCH. A few months later, Kristi moved in with them, be-
gan a new school and met new friends. For Kristi this one day gave her a new chance at life, and hope for the future. The Day of Hope gave 
Kristi a forever family. 

Children come to MCH hurt and hopeless, but by the time they leave MCH's care, they are on the road to healing, and most importantly, they 
have hope for a bright future. It is because of people like you, that all of this is possible. You are bringing hope to MCH. Witness first-hand how 
God is using people in the lives of these children and the campus.

Gather a large group, and celebrate the Day of Hope!   Churches, church organizations, Sunday school classes, and members of the com-
munity are welcome! Come and tour the homes and campus, meet the children, enjoy a BBQ lunch, participate in a live auction (with amazing 
items to bid on) and learn more about bringing Hope to Hurting children in Mississippi.

For more information about this event, to RSVP, or if you have a special request, contact Robyn Burchfield at RBurchfield@mchms.org or 
601-853-5000 ext. 1255. If you would like to sponsor the Day of Hope, contact Kate Williams at KWilliams@mchms.org or 601-853-5000 
ext. 1222. Also, visit  www.mchms.org to view the agenda for the Day of Hope!   

2016 General Conference

Bishop Swanson Requesting Letters to Delegates
Bishop James Swanson Sr. is asking churches to select the name of a delegate to the 2016 General Conference and write that 
person an encouraging message that will be delivered to the delegate during General Conference. The letters should be mailed to 
the Mississippi Conference office addressed to the delegate. The conference address is 320-C Briarwood Drive, Jackson, MS 39206. 
Visit http://files.ctctcdn.com/c6cffd0c001/9a4be212-4aee-4654-91f0-6046f268dd48.pdf to view a copy of the names of the del-
egates.

Virtual Listening Post for General Conference Legislation         
The Mississippi delegation to the 2016 General and Jurisdictional Conference of 
The United Methodist Church wants to hear from members of the Mississippi Con-
ference. The conferences meet every four years. This year the General Confer-
ence will be held in Portland, Oregon May 10-20, 2016. The Jurisdictional Confer-
ence will be held at Lake Junaluska July 13-15, 2016.

All are welcome to share their comments, suggestions and prayers. The virtual 
listening post is intended to be a place where everyone's voice can be heard. 
Please send your emails to delegation@mississippi-umc.org. Responses will 
be collected but those making submissions should not anticipate a reply.

For more information on the legislative process, visit http://s3.amazonaws.com/
Website_Properties/general-conference/2016/documents/gc2016-guide.pdf. 
Pages 22-35 contain information pertaining to the key issues.
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Faith Communities

Anderson UMC Carries the Cross  
Members of all ages at Anderson United Methodist Church participated in the carrying of the 
cross on Good Friday, delivering the message to remember Christ. The group began the journey 
from the church and through a nearby neighborhood. Anderson UMC is located in Jackson, Mis-
sissippi. The Rev. Joe May is the pastor.

Flood Buckets at Palm Sunday  
Members at Parkway Hills United Methodist in Madison, 
Miss. recently held a double celebration.  They commemo-
rated Palm Sunday and rejoiced over the gift of 70 flood buckets donated by members.  The 
buckets contained cleaning supplies for victims who are recovering from flooding that occurred in 
early March. The Rev. Bruce Case is the pastor at Parkway Hills UMC.    

Save the Date  |  Announcements
Summer Camp Open House - Camp Lake Stephens
April 3, 2016 
You are invited to our annual Summer Camp Open House so you can find out what summer camp is all about. You will go on a tour of 
the camp, meet many of our summer staff, enjoy some refreshments, and much more! Join us April 3, 2016 1 p.m. to 5 p.m.  For more 
information, call 662-234-3350.

Methodist Showdown
April 16, 2016
The Desoto County Cluster of The United Methodist Church is hosting Methodist Showdown April 16. The day of fun includes a frisbee 
tournament, rib cooking challenge, Bible trivia, children's activities, a talent show and concessions. This event is at Memorial UMC in 
Walls, Mississippi. For more information, visit www.facebook.com/events/1507133789594827/.

Sticky Faith
April 16-17, 2016
Mark your calendar to attend Sticky Faith Weekend at St. John's UMC. The church is located at 1001 Grand Blvd. in Greenwood, Mis-
sissippi. For more details, go to http://files.ctctcdn.com/c6cffd0c001/f1b8333b-0c9a-4f5e-b5d6-a8ba5a1a356b.pdf.

Retirement Service for Rev. Andy Ray
May 1, 2016
A retirement service honoring Rev. Andy Ray (Senatobia District superintendent) will be held on Sunday, May 1, 2016, 3 p.m. - 5 p.m. It 
will be at First UMC, 119 Panola Avenue in Batesville, Mississippi.  

Rust College Annual Conference Luncheon
June 9, 2016
Rust College will host a luncheon during the Session of the Mississippi Annual Conference on Thursday, June 9, 2016 at the Jackson 
Convention Complex in Jackson, Miss., at 12:30 p.m. Registration is until May 1, 2016. For more information, go to www.rustcollege.
edu/annualconferenceluncheon.html.

Nexus Youth Day Annual Conference
June 9, 2016
NEXUS is a one-day event planned and designed by the Conference Council on Youth Ministry (CCYM). Students entering 6-12 
grades, or as your church identifies the students between children and adult, are invited. This is a celebration of youth connecting at 
Session of Annual Conference on Thursday, June 9, 2016, 1 p.m. until 5 p.m.

Early bird rate is $20 if registered and paid by May 1. The regular rate is $25 after May 1 until at the door. 

Limited partial scholarships are available. Contact Cat Foster at 601-354-0515 or cfoster@mississippiumc.org and provide payment 
in advance by check to the conference office at 320-C Briarwood Drive, Jackson, MS 39206.
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CONVO
July 8, 2016
Mississippi Conference youth will gather for CONVO July 8, 2016. Students entering 6-12 grade, or as your church identifies the stu-
dents between children and adult, are invited. This spiritual engaging weekend focuses on connecting the body of Christ. The dates are 
Friday, July 8, 2016, 5 p.m. - Sunday, July 10, 10:00 a.m. The location is at Seashore United Methodist Assembly, in Biloxi, Mississippi.

Early bird rate is $110 if registered and paid by June 30. Regular rate: $120 as of July 1 until at the door. Rooming included for first 
come first serve, while available.

Limited partial scholarships are available. Contact Cat Foster at 601-354-0515 or cfoster@mississippi-umc.org and provide payment 
in advance by check to the conference office at 320-C Briarwood Drive, Jackson, MS 39206.

Habitat for Humanity Presenter at Lunch and Learn Series
April 1, 2016
Tomesha Thompson and Angela Thomas of Habitat for Humanity Gulf Coast will be the speakers at the next Lunch & Learn to be held 
Friday, April 1, noon to 1 p.m. at the Jubilee Center, 4322 Popps Ferry Road, D'Iberville (behind Heritage United Methodist Church). 
Learn about the outreach services and programs offered through Habitat, including financial training offered to residents of the Gulf 
Coast. Cost of the event is $10 per person and includes lunch.  Reservations can be made by calling 228-392-4288 or email  jubilee-
center@cableone.net.  

Clergy Talk for Pastors in Seashore District
April 5, 2016
The next Clergy Talk will be Tuesday, April 5 at 11:30 a.m. at the Jubilee Center, 4322 Popp's Ferry Road, D'Iberville (behind Heritage 
UMC). Clergy Talk is a time apart for pastors to come together in a relaxed atmosphere for conversation and covenant, encouragement 
and renewal.  Lunch is $10 per person. RSVP to 228-392-4288 or email jubileecenter@cableone.net. (RSVP needed for lunch count.) 
Clergy Talk is held the first Tuesday of each month.

2016 Sacred Conversations for Young Clergy
April 12, 14, 19 and 21
Attention Young Clergy! The Center for Ministry is sponsoring "Sacred Conversations for Young Clergy," regional gatherings planned 
and facilitated by young clergy for the purpose of learning from each other, worshipping together, and creating community. A half CEU is 
available for those who attend. Bring money for lunch.  There are four upcoming opportunities in April, all from 10 a.m. - 3 p.m.

• April 12 (Court Street UMC - Hattiesburg)
• April 14 (Fannin UMC - Jackson area)
• April 19 (Greenville First UMC - Delta area)
• April 21 (Tupelo First UMC - Tupelo)

For more information, go to www.centerforministry.com/index.html.

Wesley Chapel UMC Revival
April 17-19, 2016
Wesley Chapel United Methodist Church in Phoenix, Miss., will hold revival April 17-19. On Sunday, April 17 at 6:30 p.m., the Rev. 
Robert Armstrong will preach. On Monday, April 18, at 7 p.m., the Rev. George Butler preaches, and on Tuesday, April 9 at 7 p.m., Rev. 
Gary Knight.

Centennial Celebration of Galloway's Sanctuary
April 22 - 24, 2016
We have planned a weekend of fellowship, community, and fun celebrating the upcoming centennial of the sanctuary, and the 180th an-
niversary of Galloway as a worshiping congregation.  Visit www.gallowayumc.org/Sanctuary to RSVP for the event.

Starkville District Lay Servant Ministries Training 
April 30, 2016 
Lay Servants are to serve the local church or charge in any way in which their witness or leadership and service inspires the laity to 
deeper commitment to Christ and more effective discipleship. This includes the interpretation of scriptures, doctrine, organization, and 
ministries of the church. The Starkville District looks forward to having you join the Lay Servant Ministries Training event. To read the 
brochure for this event, go to http://files.ctctcdn.com/c6cffd0c001/30ed8903-2492-43ad-8832-b536d9da2437.pdf. 

Hymn Festival 
April 30, 2016 
On Saturday, April 30 at 3 p.m. Christ United Methodist in Jackson, Miss. is hosting a Community Hymn Festival. This year's Hymn 
Festival, "Great Hymns of the Faith," is FREE to the public and will feature ten of the most well-known and inspiring hymns of all-time 
- hymns like, "Great Is Thy Faithfulness," "It Is Well with My Soul," How Great Thou Art," and of course, "Amazing Grace." A combined 
choir of 200 voices from local churches and an orchestra will lead the evening's music.  For more information, go to http://files.ctctcdn.
com/c6cffd0c001/326a990f-bef2-4ce1-8ebf-6eb2312fc934.pdf.  
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As a courtesy to the Mississippi Annual Conference, job announcements from across the United Methodist connection are featured in 
The Circuit Rider. To submit an employment notice, send an email to news@mississipppi-umc.org.  Postings are not guaranteed 
to appear more than once in Mississippi Conference publications. To read a description of job opening(s) listed below as well as 
other listings, go to www.mississippi-umc.org/employmentopportunities.

• Director of Children's Ministries at Christ UMC, Louisville, KY
• Youth Minister at Minor Memorial UMC, Walls, MS (Near Memphis, TN)

Employment 

Peanut Butter Chocolate Chip Cookies  
       

Heat oven to 350 degrees. Mix peanut butter, sugar and eggs in a medium 
bowl with a wooden spoon until blended. Stir in chocolate chips. Drop rounded 
teaspoonfuls, 2 inches apart, on cookie sheet. Bake 10 to 12 minutes or 
until bottoms are lightly browned. Cool on cookie sheet.                                    
                                                                                           — By Amanda Boyd

Methodist Tested Recipes

1 c. peanut butter smooth or crunchy
1 c. sugar
2 lg. eggs

2 c. (12 0z.) semi-sweet chocolate 
chips

Older Adult Trip - Epworth By the Sea
Nov. 14-17, 2016
Camp Lake Stephens is sponsoring an older adult trip to Savannah, Georgia and Epworth By the Sea, Nov. 14-17, 2016. For more 
information, go to http://files.ctctcdn.com/c6cffd0c001/8521ffaf-e6fb-44d6-b564-1d004ef8e014.pdf.

Announcements
Special Meals at MS Annual Conference Session
Several groups routinely schedule special meals during the session of annual conference. For more information, go to www.mississip-
pi-umc.org/2016specialmeals. If you would like to host a special meal, please contact Cat Foster, connectional ministries and com-
munications project coordinator at 769-243-7041 (direct line) or cfoster@mississippi-umc.org.

Exhibit Booths for MS Annual Conference Session
The 2016 Session of the Mississippi Annual Conference is set for June 9-11 at the Jackson Convention Complex. Exhibit booths of-
fer conference-related agencies and organizations a place to showcase and discuss their ministries and services one-on-one with 
interested clergy, lay members and visitors who attend this three-day session. For more information, go to www.mississippi-umc.
org/2016exhibitbooths.

Advertise in the Special Annual Conference Edition of The Circuit Rider
Promote your church, business or post a congratulatory message in the printed Special Annual Conference Edition of The Circuit Rider. 
For more information, go to www.mississippi-umc.org/2016specialcr.

Nominations Sought for Awards
The office of connectional ministries seeks to recognize churches, groups and individuals in the Mississippi United Methodist Confer-
ence that are redefining what it means to be light in a dying world. Nominate those who are shining brightly for the following awards: 
Emma Elzy, Tobias Gibson and Harry Denman. To read descriptions for each award and to find out how to submit nominations, go to 
www.mississippi-umc.org/2016awards. The deadline to suggest names is May 1, 2016.

UMC Events
Visit www.umc.org/news-and-media/looking-ahead-upcoming-events to see more educational opportunities and other upcoming 
events in the life of The United Methodist Church.  

2016 Annual Conference Session Dates Set
 Bishop James E. Swanson Sr. announces the 2016 Session of the Mississippi Annual Conference  

will be June 9-11, 2016. Pre-conference workshops will be held on Wednesday, June 8, 2016. 
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Stay Connected
• Facebook: www.facebook.com/pages/The-Mississippi-United-Methodist-Conference/436491529732524
• Twitter: https://twitter.com/Mississippi_UMC
• You Tube: www.youtube.com/channel/ UCSRtxv_Kix8IbYuHKRMLIjg
• Flickr: www.flickr.com/photos/119483421@N02/

Stay Connected with ConnecTText
Mississippi United Methodists with the ability to receive text messaging via phone are encouraged to sign up for ConnecTText. 
The service is another option for people to stay informed about important dates and other conference happenings.

To sign up for ConnecTText:
1. Remember, you must have the ability to get text messages on your phone. 
2. From your mobile phone, text the letters ‘MSUMC’ to the number 95577 and press send.
3. Wait a few seconds for a confirmation text and you’re connected!

Mississippi Conference’s Mobile App—MY MSUMC 
MY MSUMC—the Mississippi Conference of The United Methodist Church’s official mobile app—is available at no cost on all iPhone, 
Android, Galaxy and Blackberry phones and their corresponding pads and tablets. MY MSUMC allows easy access to the latest confer-
ence events, local UM news and The Circuit Rider. The MY MSUMC app presents users with a unique opportunity to interact with the 
conference by submitting prayer requests, recording audio of personal testimonies and posting comments via facebook and twitter. 
Plus, the ‘Our Districts’ feature shows a comprehensive list of district contact information and even directions from the user’s current 
location—all from a mobile smart phone or tablet device.


